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CREATING YOUR OWN ARTWORK?

Here are some tips to make it SHINE, as well as some important
optimization information to consider when preparing a file for
printing on newsprint.

COLOR SETTINGS

CMYK Color Mode Only: Make sure the color mode of your document
is set to CYMK. If you are
using Adobe software to
create your document,

in lllustrator you can find
color mode options under
File > Document Color
Mode > CMYK Color.

In Photoshop the option
can be found under Image
> Mode > CMYK Color.

Web Press Color Profile: Assign profile of U.S. Web Uncoated v2.In most
Adobe products the profile assignment option can be found under
Edit > Assign profile (see screenshot below). A similar option should

be available in other graphic building software as well such as Corel.
Programs such as Canva may not have this option. CMYK color mode
and the Web Uncoated profile should ensure that any RGB images

or art you have in the document will be converted to a print-friendly
CMYK. If you are unable to assign the correct profile or color mode, we
can help — design time, at $70/hr, will apply.
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PRINTING ON NEWSPRINT

Photo and Graphic Adjustments: The artwork in your ad are best
adjusted to be lighter than you think. CMYK colors are subtractive,
meaning the colors get darker as they are blended together on
the press, which brings us to the topic of ink density.

Density: Newsprint is porous. Ink seeps outward from the point
where it was applied, which is called dot gain. So, lightening up the
ink levels wherever possible is highly recommended. If ink density
is too high, then the artwork can start to look muddy. For instance,
if you create a blue combining 100% cyan | 100% magenta | 39%
yellow | 54% key/black that would create a significantly dense total
ink mixture of 293%. Our press recommends never going over a
total ink mixture of 270%.

In order to make things pop try to keep colors to no more than
3 inks, it is not always possible which is understandable, but it is
a good thing to watch for in order to have the best outcomes.
Less is better in press printig and makes colors more vibrant.
The color picker in your software is one place you can see and
edit ink percentages/combinations, see screen shots p.10.

Note, yellow on its own can be hard to read when printed on
newsprint so we suggest adding a 10% magenta for yellow text.

continued next page >
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Registration: The web press moves incredibly fast. Four plates line up to
make every element on the page. To keep things sharp, it helps to make text
and graphical (logos etc.) elements with as few inks (CMYK) as possible. The
screen shot below illustrates what mis-registration can look like.

The black in the target image on the left was made using what is called
rich black where all four of the CMYK inks were used, the speed of the
press makes it likely that there might be times when the inks don't line up
exactly so mis-registration occurs. On the right screen shot, the target

is made using only one ink, the black ink, which is ideal as it eliminates
any mis-registration potential. To ensure this result, set small black text or
graphics with thin lines to 100%K. If your document uses color text, make

RICH BLACK is made of multiple inks, this can cause mis-registration on type and thin Iines/

EXPORTING YOUR FILE

sure it's at least 9 pt font size and see if you can set it to 1 or 2 inks. The
one ink or 100%K principle also applies to QR codes, as mis-registration
could interfere with the scanability of the code in print. Indesign makes it
a cinch to make a plain black QR Code. Here's a step by step.

Reverse It Right: If there is reverse text, for example, white text on a blue
background, make the text at least 9 pt, thicken it up, and try to make the
background color using/combining only 1or 2 inks. You could make a blue using
77% cyan | 57% magenta | 0% yellow | 0% key/black instead of say a blue that
uses all four inks such as 85% cyan | 52% magenta | 22% yellow | 3% key/black.

PLAIN BLACK is made of ONE ink, 100% 'key'/black. Ideal for type or thin lines to print well /

» File formats accepted include pdf, .
jpg, tiff, or eps or packaged .indd or
packaged .ai files. Please avoid .png

files for print. images.

Any images or artwork need to be
300 dpi at actual size. Be sure to scan
artwork at 300 dpi. Do not upsample

REVIEWING YOUR FILES

We will review your file for print readiness. If any changes
need to be made (and we have a file that we can
update) our design rate is $70/hour. Time will be billed in
15-minute increments.

+ Do NOT include crop or registration

If you have chosen to send your
document via PDF the preferred
preset for our web press is the
PDF/X-1a:2001 option.
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marks.
* Email your artwork to

adart@moonshineink.com.

ATTENTION CANVA USERS:
Canva does not support CYMK. Please consider using their
free sister software ‘Affinity’ that does support CMYK.
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