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A Closer Look at Your
Carbon Footprint When You 

Fly to or From Truckee

 from vehicle travel
5,556 lbs

3,351 lbs from air travel

 from home 
heating and 

cooking

12,897 lbs
 from home
electricity

use

14,727 lbs

The average American’s annual 
carbon emissions are:

Did you know?

Thank you for doing your part.

Less Impact For Greater Good
Understand the Impact 

of Your Flight to Truckee Tahoe
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I’ve spent some time with my 
grandma lately — Grandma 
Cherrie, who likes to sign off 
on her text messages with the 
cherries emoji.

Grandma Cherrie is 88 and 
a widow of four years. She 
lives on her own in Las Vegas, 
spends a lot of time with 
family, teaches piano lessons, 
and buys the most fabulous 
sunglasses you’ll ever see. 
She misses her husband, my 
Grandpa Bill, every day.

As she was leaving my 
parents’ house the other 
day while I was visiting, she 
said, “I think I’m doing okay 
for this season of my life.” 
I agreed wholeheartedly, 
watched as she walked down 
the driveway, cane in hand 
and only a little wobbly, 
and gave her a wave as she 
zoomed off in her Volvo SUV.

There are many ways to 
interpret the seasons of our 
lives. Perhaps you think of 
the springtime of childhood 
and adolescence morphing 
into early adulthood (sum-

mer), middle adulthood 
(fall), then late adulthood 
(winter). Or there’s the 
emotional perspective: Winter 
represents those times of 
heartache and introspection, 
and summer, one of growth 
and extroversion.

On a shorter timescale are 
our daily habits, diets, and 
activities, which mirror what 
Mother Nature is offering at 
that very moment.

Winter is a time of rest and 
preparation, of reviewing the 
previous year’s lessons and 
sharpening your tools (mind, 
body, attitude) for what’s 
to come. Shorter days and 
cooler temperatures make the 
shelters of our homes all the 
more enticing.

Springtime is the light at the 
end of winter’s tunnel, full 
of opportunity and a chance 
to act. Blooming fl owers 
and new growth of greenery 
provide a new lease on life.

Then comes the warmth of 
summer. The seeds planted in 
spring begin to gain momen-
tum. Energy is all around, 
distracting for better and 
worse. The days are long, full 
of time well spent. The birds, 
bees, and butterfl ies pollinate 
our yards in earnest, more 
active than ever, paving the 
way for fl owers to eventually 
yield fruit and seeds (p. 36).

Inevitably, summer gives way 
to fall, where all the prepara-

tion and dizzying action of 
the three previous seasons 
produce their results — good, 
bad, or both. Autumn is 
the fi nal annual sigh of our 
planet, the harvest time and 
a burst of color before the 
leaves fall and plant-life cedes 
to the colder months to come.

Here we are, with spring at 
the height of its power in May 
and early June. The proof 
is all around us in receding 
snowlines and blooming 
fl owers. Yet I look ahead 
to my favorite time of the 
year, summer, and where my 
current season of life lies.

I’m busy watching my 
10-month-old daughter 
experience the world and 
working at a small but mighty 
newspaper covering Truckee 
and North Tahoe. The best 
parts of my days are spent 
alongside family and friends, 
enjoying the beauty Mother 
Nature is showing off. The 
Washoe Zephyr winds blow 
hard, threatening the plans 
I’ve laid during winter, and I 
wobble a little but fi ght my 
way through. I could do with 
a little more energy, especially 
on the longest days, but a 
little bit of winter’s rest will 
always be welcome in my 
summers. I’m happy, I’m 
healthy, and I’m grateful. 

I think I’m doing okay for this 
season of my life. 
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JUNE 23–AUG 11  •  5–8:30PM
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE

LIVE MUSIC  •  FOOD COURT  •  BEER GARDEN  •  KIDS ACTIVITIES

t r u c k e e t h u r s d a y s . c o m

SAVESAVE
THETHE

DATES!DATES!

Funds were provided through the County of 
Nevada’s American rescue Plan Act allocation 
for Community & Economic Resiliency.

T R U C K E E  D O W N T O W N  M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N

W H A T ’ S  U P  D O W N T O W N
LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE

June 23rd — NOMADS
PRESENTED BY  |  COMPASS

June 30th — ELVIS CANTÚ
PRESENTED BY  |  Grocery Outlet

July 7th — COBURN STATION
PRESENTED BY  |  Alpenglow Expeditions

July 14th — LOCAL ANTHOLOGY
PRESENTED BY  |  Save Mart

July 21st — GHOST TOWN REBELLION
PRESENTED BY  |  Tahoe Forest Health System

July 28th — MESCALITO
PRESENTED BY  |  Worktempl TAHOE

August 4th — WOLF JETT
PRESENTED BY  |  Select Physical Therapy

August 11th — DIRTY CELLO
PRESENTED BY  |  La Galleria
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850 N. LAKE BLVD, TAHOE CITY
530-583-8100 | LIGHTHOUSESPA.COM

Hair for Women & Men • Waxing
Skin Treatments • Permanent Makeup
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COMPILED BY TED COAKLEY III/MOONSHINE INK

DO TELL !
The Truckee/Tahoe area has a nice variety of works of art and creative 
design elements to be seen by passersby. Whether provided by citizens, 
businesses or municipalities — from small details on buildings to large-
scale art installations — there’s plenty to spice up your view if you go 
looking for it, or just happen to notice.

The #DoTell question of May is:  What are your favorite 
local public works of artistic creativity? ~ TC

LISA GOTTS, Truckee 
Local business owner (California 89,  
California 89 Home)

I’ve taken many pictures for people of them in front of 
the retro skier mural on the east side of the California 
89 building in downtown Truckee. That mural, plus the 
“Welcome to Truckee” mural on the side of the Truckee post 
office and the metal “Symphony” sculpture in downtown 
Truckee.

MARI & NICK HARRIS with kids 
RIVER, SUPERNOVA, TOMORO, Kings 
Beach
Family-safe shopping app developer (Ketshop)

Mural of Lake Tahoe painted on the ground of the East Shore 
Trail at Hidden Beach Plaza. The kids love to find where they live 
on the lake and stand on it. Also a house in KB that has stained 
glass windows and a tree stump carved with nice latticework, 
and the roundabout sculptures, especially the ants in Truckee 
and the silver, wavy sphere in Kings Beach.

CADEN HANSEN, Incline Village 
Local Tahoe powder cowboy

Traditional Washoe galais dungals — cone-shaped winter 
houses. One in front of Incline Village Visitors Center, and 
one just past Tahoe City.

JAY SANAVAGE, Sierra Meadows
Lift technician

A fence made of skis in Truckee and any other artistic 
upcycling of otherwise end-of-life items. 

(Ted note: Jay Sanavage has his own wind-reactive 
hanging sculpture, a “mobile” of sorts, of ski poles in his 
front yard tree near the street, easily viewable to the public.)

BONNIE MACHUCA, Oakland
Fitness instructor

Whenever I visit Truckee, I often enjoy seeing a certain 
storefront window display on the main strip in downtown 
Truckee when it’s showing ceramics (sometimes by Diana 
Fayt) with an organic, unfinished type of appearance, 
resembling or feeling like nature.
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martiscamp.org/employment/

Work in an extraordinary place with extraordinary people... join us as a Martis Camp Ambassador!  
Each Ambassador is an essential, respected and valued part of the team. We have opportunities available 
in a variety of departments including Food & Beverage, Recreation, Kitchen & Culinary, Summer Camps, 
Banquets, Golf, Lifeguarding, Spa, Beach Shack, Fitness, Administration, and more. 

“BEST PLACE 
ORK”

“BEST PLACE TO WORK”

Competitive pay Competitive pay • • Great perks & benefits Great perks & benefits • • Professional growth & opportunity  Professional growth & opportunity  
Fun & creativity  Fun & creativity  •  •  Positive work environment  Positive work environment  •  •  Awesome teammatesAwesome teammates

Learn about opportunities, see what we are all about and enjoy some pizza! Please call (530) 550-6019 to RSVP.
Sunday, May 1stSunday, June 5th2:00 - 5:00pm

Job fairs

TTOO

Job fairsJob fairsJob fairsJob fairs

Martis Camp is hiring! Martis Camp is hiring! 
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the 
second Thursday of each month. Printed 
with soy inks on recycled paper. Opinions 
and conclusions expressed are those of 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at 
moonshineink.com/members. For advertising 
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. Print 
subscriptions are $25/year at moonshineink.
com/subscribe. Stay in the know via 
moonshineink.com/enews.

Issue Deadline
9 June – 13 July  26 May 
14 July – 10 Aug  30 June 
11 Aug – 7 Sept  28 July
These are the drop-dead deadlines. 
However, if you want your submission 
considered, please send it in early.  
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

JACKIE GINLEY is a top-producing real 
estate agent, licensed in California and 
Nevada. She has owned property at Tahoe 
for 20 years, and formerly lived in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, where she worked as 
an award-winning journalist. She shares 
which style homes are currently most in 
demand, p. 35.

NEWSNEWS
11  |  Bustle About the Ballot Box

With heightened concerns over fraudulent voting perpetuated by  
far-right news outlets and social media across the U.S., the counties 

covered by Moonshine Ink are preparing for the 2022 Primary Election.

14  |  The Rental Business
As the STR playing field shifts, the question of what exactly is  
being managed becomes more important. Are we regulating  

people or businesses?

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N TH O M E  F R O N T

34  |  Market Watch

35  |  How’s the Market 
Something old, something new

36  |  Space It Up 
Attracting pollinators to your garden

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E

38  |  Kids’ Perspective 
Lessons learned in applying to college

49  |  Feel Good 
A game of hide and seek 

S O U L  K I T C H E NS O U L  K I T C H E N

40  |  Community Garden
Gearing up for growing season

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R SS P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S

42  |  Sprinting into the Future
15 years of Girls on the Run - Sierras

A R T S  &  C U L T U R EA R T S  &  C U L T U R E

44  |  Zoning in on Playtime
The KidZone turns 30

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R

46  |  What’s Happening?
Featured community events and 

announcements

47  |  Get Out & Go
Donner Hare Scramble, Hard Enduro

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S

50  |  Puzzle Page 
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;  

a challenge

51  |  Parting Shot 
Herd Life

M O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R SM O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R S
8  |  In Other Words …
Protecting journalistic integrity in a 
world of free-flowing information 

N E W SN E W S
17  |  You Asked. They Answered.
About that Jibboom Street dirt lot

19  |  News Briefs
Nixle is the new Code Red; July 4th 
parade after two years; camping 
restrictions; more

22  |  In the Past
Clearing the name of an Air Force pilot 
accused of being a communist during 
the McCarthy era

24  |  Business Feature
With an additional $6 million in annual 
monies, the NLTRA shifts its mission 
toward stewardship

28  |  Business Briefs 
New airport GM selected; Monopoly’s 
Tahoe edition; local medical aesthetic 
services; more

O P I N I O NO P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell
What are your favorite local public 
works of artistic creativity?

6  |  Reporter’s Note
Seasons of our lives

29  |  My Shots
Alterra employee wages; state water 
restrictions; Tahoe as a treasure ... 
but for who; recreating publicly in 
Hirschdale; housing wins and losses; 
more

33  |  Readers Reflect 
In response to why Ukraine is being 
localized instead of other invasions 
and wars; constructing a skate park(s) 
in Tahoe City (and Truckee!); and 
remembering the good ol’ days with 
groovy music and local radio

N I P  6V I N T A G E  2 0

LODGING QUESTIONS: Tahoma Lodges owner, Ulli White, says there is a large amount of 
responsibility in operating tourist accommodations that she has seen go ignored — from fire 
safety to snow removal. Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

PAT DILLON retired after 31 years as a 
paramedic/firefighter with North Tahoe 
Fire. The history of Tahoe and its people 
fascinates him. When he’s not researching 
a story, he can be found walking the dogs 
with his wife, Amy, or desperately trying to 
book a campsite anywhere in Northern Cali 
or Nevada. Read his tragic tale about Air 
Force Lt. David Steeves, p. 22.

LIANNE NALL, her hubby, and three kids 
became year-round residents of Tahoe City 
in 2004, after years of dreaming about it! 
She’s fascinated by Tahoe’s flora and fauna 
and has spent her summers working at 
Tahoe Tree Company, helping folks make 
the most of their gardens here. She tells 
how to attract pollinators to your garden, 
p. 36.

TIM HAUSERMAN is a freelance writer 
and long-term resident of Tahoe City. He 
writes about inspiring people and issues 
affecting our community. He wrote the 
official guidebook to the Tahoe Rim Trail, 
and this summer his next book arrives, 
Going it Alone: Ramblings and Reflections 
from the Trail. He tells the history of Girls 
on the Run, p. 42.

14
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When Moonshine 

Ink reporter 

Melissa Siig’s 

March 25 story, 

Homewood 

Switching Gears,

broke the news 

about Homewood 

ski resort turning 

semi-private, it 

didn’t take long 

before others caught wind. Online outlets like 

Snow Brains, Unofficial Networks, and Active 

Norcal all released their own versions of the 

story — our story. Even industry publication Ski 

Area Management Magazine released an article 

based on Moonshine’s piece. 

News agencies reporting on what their peer 

outlets are reporting is nothing new. You often 

hear on television news broadcasts segments 

beginning with phrases like, “The Associated 

Press is reporting…” But that’s just it — these 

broadcasting companies give credit where credit 

is due: right up front. If a news agency is going 

to share what another is reporting, it should be 

disclosed from the get-go, not buried paragraphs 

down in the text.

In its writing, Snow Brains attributed informa-

tion to Ski Area Management Magazine. Should a 

reader click on the hyperlink in the attribution, 

however, it was linked to a part of the story in 

which the information in the SAM magazine 

article was attributed to “local news outlets.” 

That would be “local news outlet” Moonshine 

Ink. A direct quote from source Art Chapman, 

which was directly obtained by Moonshine

reporter Melissa Siig, was regurgitated without 

proper attribution.

Even the esteemed San Francisco Chronicle — 

which reported the Homewood story a full two 

weeks after Moonshine first broke the news — 

merely credited “a Tahoe area news outlet” for 

first publishing the details. 
If our coverage is worthy of 
hijacking, at least call us by 
name. I guess, we’re sup-
posed to be thankful they at 
least linked to our story …

If our dedicated reporters are doing the leg-
work, putting in hours on end making phone 
calls, chasing down interviews, writing and 
rewriting, they should be given proper credit.

Moonshine publisher Mayumi Elegado reached 
out to these entities to express our concerns. 
We were impressed by the genuine responses 
we received and the willingness to amend the 
reporting in question without hesitation.

While the average reader likely wouldn’t pay 
much mind to this, any journalist worth his 
or her salt knows the importance of obtaining 
information firsthand. Reporters are human and 
even though we strive for perfection, none of 
us is perfect and mistakes can and do happen. 
Relying on the accuracy of others’ reporting is 
a gamble, opening the door for the spread of 
misinformation. Much like the child’s play game 
of telephone, things can get lost in translation; 
mistakes can be re-reported over and over, 
eventually erroneously taken as fact.

And this, dear readers, is where Moonshine, er, 
shines brightest. Every edition of Moonshine Ink
is the product of literally hundreds of combined 
hours of labor. When you pick up an issue of 
Moonshine Ink, you can be confident that our 
reporters and editors have done their due dili-
gence in the process leading up to press time. 
Our reporters don’t just scratch the surface, we 
dig deep into the depths of the nitty gritty, often 
pissing off people in the process. But that’s 
why what we do is so important. We ask the 
questions that others are afraid to put out there, 
sometimes at the risk of losing advertisers. We 
hold officials and entities accountable because if 
we’re not going to ask the tough questions, who 
will?

And that accountability doesn’t end with the 
topics Moonshine covers. We hold ourselves 
equally accountable. That’s why every original 
reporting news article you read in Moonshine 
Ink is thoroughly vetted and fact checked. If a 
mistake is made, it’s on us and we take whatever 
measures are necessary to correct genuinely the 
erroneous information. We undoubtedly strive 

for perfection but we, too, are human and occa-
sionally mistakes can happen. Just know that we 
put forth our best effort in preventing such. 

Given the instantaneous speed of the flow of 
information these days, and the often limited 
manpower with which they’re operating, it’s 
impossible for all news agencies to keep up with 
every news story. However, in order to maintain 
journalistic integrity — and simply respect the 
hard work of others — let’s give credit where 
credit is due.

They say imitation is the sincerest form of 
flattery … but at what cost? 

We’re part of only 5% of 
U.S. media that’s fully 

independent, and 
we need your help.

Be a hero, not a 
trash panda.

Support 
Moonshine Ink

Scan code to go 
directly to our 

Membership page.

Membership 
Update

MEMBER

shine
MOONSHINE INK

BY JULIANA DEMAREST

SOMETHING BORROWED: Moonshine publisher Mayumi Elegado reached out to 
representatives of outlets that used information from a recent Moonshine article but did not give 
proper attribution. All expressed sincere apologies for the blurred reporting lines.

Protecting journalistic integrity in a world 
of free-fl owing information

IN OTHER WORDS …

WHILE THE AVERAGE READER 
LIKELY WOULDN’T PAY MUCH 
MIND TO THIS, ANY JOURNALIST 
WORTH HIS OR HER SALT 
KNOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF 
OBTAINING INFORMATION 
FIRSTHAND.
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SOCIALIZESOCIALIZEGot a tip? Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.

NEWS: BRIEFS, ONLINE ONLY
Released May 6: Donner Pass Road construction is back; low water levels mean another closed boat ramp; a subscription-based 
injury insurance; and more.

Released April 29: After two years, Truckee’s July 4th celebrations are back; sanitation agency appeals the back pay and rehir-
ing of terminated employee; former Tahoe Donner general manager appointed as interim GM for airport district; and more.

Released April 22: CHP is stepping up traffi c enforcement in Placer County; stricter permitting process for construction taking 
place along the Lake Tahoe shoreline; El Dorado County proclaims May through October 2022 as the timeframe for the Lake 
Tahoe Wildfi re Awareness Campaign; and more.

Released April 15: CodeRED is the new Nixle; free California State Park access; medical aesthetic services come to you; and 
what will Tahoe’s Park Place be in the upcoming Monopoly, Tahoe edition?; and more.

Find each week’s briefs packaged individually at the News dropdown menu 
at the top bar of the homepage of moonshineink.com.

NEWS

How Citizen Science Can Keep Us from Loving Tahoe to Death
The Tahoe Basin is a big, geographic area with diverse and complex ecosystems that all need to be studied, 
researched, and monitored. This means that there is just too much area to cover for the research teams 
dedicated to doing the work. You can help.

You don’t have to be a professional scientist to help monitor Lake Tahoe. There are apps that 
allow anyone to become a citizen scientist by reporting what they see at the lake or getting 
their hands dirty by participating in a water quality monitoring day.

Full story at moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/how-citizen-science-can-keep-us-
from-loving-tahoe-to-death

Published May 9
By Cara Hollis

Photos courtesy the League to Save Lake Tahoe, Erica Drake
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Former President Donald Trump has 
been extremely vocal with his claims 
that the 2020 general election was 
stolen, claiming people imperson-
ated other voters, voting machines 
switched selections from him to Joe 
Biden, and more. He made similar 
claims during the 2016 and 2018 elec-
tions. Many organizations and experts 
have refuted Trump’s assertions; state 
and federal judges dismissed more 
than 50 lawsuits presented by Trump 
and his allies challenging the 2020 
election. Locally, county staff consider 
allegations of fraud a non-starter — 
they’re simply not seeing fraud occur 
around the region. 

Still, with election chatter mounting, 
our counties are doubling down on 
election transparency, giving people 
less room to cry fraudulent foul.

The 2022 primaries takes place June 7 
in California and June 14 in Nevada. 
The Basin-area counties are preparing 
for the big days by further increasing 
options for election transparency. That 
includes focusing on top-of-mind top-
ics for many: the security of voting by 
mail, what kind of fraudulent voting 
is taking place (yes, it’s happening, 
just not the way Trump alleges), and 
how community members are showing 
increasing interest in what’s going on 
at election centers.

One if by land, two if by mail
Two years of pandemic mandates 
prohibiting large groups of people led to 
a move for statewide vote-by-mail bal-
lots across the U.S. California Assembly 
Bill 37, passed in September 2021, now 
requires every registered voter in the 
state to receive a ballot in the mail. A 
similar bill, AB 321, also passed in the 
Nevada legislature last year.

By May 9, or 
29 days before 
the election, 
ballots will have 
been mailed out 
to all registered 
California residents. 
Ballots for Nevadans 
will go out by May 
25. Each envelope 
requires a signature 
that is used to verify 
the voter’s identity. The 
completed ballots can 
be mailed back to the 
appropriate county elec-
tions offi cial free of charge 
or dropped into drop boxes 
located around each county. 
Upon receipt of the ballots, 
county staff confi rms the 
signatures match what’s on 
each person’s voter registra-
tion card.

“Our signature verifi cation 
people are excellent at being 
able to determine if a signature 
matches or doesn’t match,” said 
Ryan Ronco, Placer County’s 
clerk/recorder/registrar of voters. 

“All of our permanent staff are trained 
by a forensic document examiner, a 
retired guy from the FBI. We look at 
thousands and thousands and thou-
sands of signatures in an election.” 

Election staff members in both 
California and Nevada are required 

to take forensic 
signature verifi ca-
tion training.

Despite attempts 
by some politicians 
to disparage mail-in 
voting, local residents 
have not been discour-

aged from returning 
their ballots by mail. 
“Our [mail-in ballot] 
numbers have stayed the 
same,” said Bill O’Neill, 

registrar of voters with 
El Dorado County. The 
county had about 93% of 
votes cast by mail in the two 
most recent elections.

In Nevada County for the fall 
2021 California gubernatorial 

recall (unsuccessful in its efforts 
to pull Gov. Gavin Newsom from 
offi ce), about 50% of returned 
ballots came via U.S. mail, 40% 
came through a drop box (still 

considered vote by mail), 5% to 6% 
of voters showed up in person, and 
the remaining portion came from 
military members or overseas.

In Placer, the two most recent elec-
tions saw 95% of registered voters 
using vote-by-mail options. Prior to 
Covid, about 82% voted by mail. In 
Washoe County, the 2020 general 
election had 43% of votes come in by 
mail, 31% through in-person early vot-
ing, and 8% via in-person on Election 

Day. The remaining 16% of Washoe’s 
registered voters did not vote.

Attempted fraudulent voting
“We see fraud every election,” Ronco 
said. “I want to make sure that I say 
that up front.” However, he continued, 
this fraud isn’t being performed in the 
ways being alleged by Trump.

“The fraud that we see in Placer 
County, generally speaking, is house-
hold fraud,” Ronco explained. “It’s 
the parent who knows the kids are 
away and knows the kids are probably 
not going to vote, so they go ahead 
and grab the ballot for their son or 
daughter or both and decide to send 
that in. Then we will get that ballot, 
we’ll check the signature, and the 
signature doesn’t match.”

In El Dorado County, O’Neill men-
tioned a variety of reasons a signature 
might not match: parents signing for 
children, a wife for her husband, and 
even a doctor who used his prescrip-
tion signature instead of his regular 
one. Voters whose signatures don’t 
match receive a postcard in the mail 
saying so and are given options for 
how to proceed, like coming in person 
to review the signature. “We probably 
reject somewhere between 150 and 250 
signatures in any given election because 
they don’t match,” O’Neill said. 

If a ballot is submitted that’s in ques-
tion — for example, someone received 
a vote-by-mail ballot but doesn’t bring 
that ballot with them when he or she 
comes to vote in person, or someone 
forgets they’ve voted and tries to do 
so again — it’s put into a provisional 
ballot envelope, signifying to election 
staff that the voter’s eligibility needs 
to be confi rmed before the vote can 
count.

votes cast by mail in the two 
most recent elections.

able to determine if a signature 

or dropped into drop boxes 
located around each county. 
Upon receipt of the ballots, 

recall (unsuccessful in its efforts 
to pull Gov. Gavin Newsom from 
offi ce), about 50% of returned 

See ELECTIONS p. 12

ALL EYES WELCOME: Washoe County welcomes observers to watch the 
vote-tallying process. Pictured here is the signature verifi cation section, 
where mail-in ballots are reviewed and processed. The windows beyond 
show a newly expanded observation area. Photo courtesy Washoe County

NEWS

BY ALEX HOEFT 
Moonshine Ink

Local counties address 
voting by mail, fraud, and 
increased Election Day 
transparency

E LE CT ION
Local counties address 

THE FRAUD THAT WE SEE IN PLACER 
COUNTY, GENERALLY SPEAKING, IS 
HOUSEHOLD FRAUD.”  

~ RYAN RONCO, PLACER COUNTY CLERK

Bustle About 
the Ballot Box
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Bethany Drysdale, media and com-
munications manager with Washoe 
County (which includes Incline 
Village), shared that Washoe also 
has few fraud cases; normally people 
sending in an absentee ballot, then 
showing up in person forgetting they’d 
already voted.

“We had a spike in these types of 
mistakes in the 2020 general election, 

which was the fi rst election in 
which every registered voter 
received a [mail-in] ballot and there 
were numerous vote centers for early 
and Election Day voting,” she wrote 
in an email. “Because the ballots are 
bar-coded and specifi c to the voter, 
these cases are caught and cleared up 
very easily. There are occasional cases 
of someone attempting to cast a ballot 
that isn’t theirs and attempting to cast 
their own ballot. These cases are rare, 

and they are referred to the secretary 
of state.”

In Ronco’s three decades of working 
for the Placer election offi ce, he says 
three or fewer people have said a 
ballot didn’t represent what they’d 
voted. “To only have three, I’d say that 
that’s a pretty good number, or at least 
an indication that ballots aren’t being 
grabbed by people willy-nilly,” he said.

The few, the proud, the angry
On Jan. 20 of this year, three people 
entered the Nevada County Clerk 
Recorder/Registrar of Voters Offi ce, 
ignored Covid-19 protocols and 
mask mandate requirements, pushed 
an employee, and demanded to know 
the status of their efforts to recall 
Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Public access to the lobby was subse-
quently suspended and Natalie Adona, 
assistant clerk-recorder/registrar of 
voters, fi led a three-year restraining 
order against one of the three at the 
recommendation of county legal coun-
sel. “There was something that could 
be construed as a threat directed at 
me,” Adona said.

There have been other disagreeable 
encounters. One election observer 

ELECTIONS from p. 11

 NEWS

CANDID CAMERA: In January of this year, three people entered the Nevada County 
clerk-recorder offi ce without following proper Covid-19 protocols, then pushed and 
threatened county staff. This still of the security footage shows the three people leaving, 
faces blurred. A security guard stands at the door of the offi ce they’d just left. Image 
courtesy Nevada County

The few, the proud, the angry
On Jan. 20 of this year, three people 
entered the Nevada County Clerk 
Recorder/Registrar of Voters Offi ce, 
ignored Covid-19 protocols and 
mask mandate requirements, pushed 
an employee, and demanded to know 
the status of their efforts to recall 
Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Public access to the lobby was subse-

530.587.2002 www.por tersimon.com

T R U C K E E     TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

ACCIDENT & INJURY  ATTORNEYS

JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRACTICE AREAS

NO VOTE HERE: A Washoe County 
voter scribbled on a June 2020 Primary 
Election ballot, refusing to vote by mail 
due to distrust over use of an ID card. 
According to the county, staff wasn’t sure 
what ID issue the individual was referring 
to. “We don’t ask for ID unless there’s an 
issue with the signature verifi cation, but 
that would happen after the ballot was 
received by us,” wrote Bethany Drysdale, 
media and communications manager with 
Washoe, in an email. Curse words have 
been blurred. Photo courtesy Washoe 
County
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was wary of a person who was picking 
up completed ballots because of their 
skin color (Black). “It was pretty 
offensive,” Adona said. “We asked 
the organization [the observer] was 
representing to not allow that person 
back here.”

While Ronco at Placer County didn’t 
have specifi c instances of security con-
cerns, he said some people have shared 
false information after-the-fact. “I went 
to a speech a couple of weeks ago where 
somebody said, ‘I was at the polling 
place and the poll workers said that 
they’d had hundreds of people today 
walk in saying that they came in to vote 
and [the workers] showed that they had 
already voted.’ It’s just not true.”

According to Ronco, very few people 
who show up at Placer polls claim 
someone had already signed the voting 
roster by their name. While it does 
happen, it’s normally because someone 
signed the roster on the wrong line 
and that’s easy to clear up.

“There’s sometimes a desire by people 
to be a part of the story or be a part of 
what they’re hearing in the narrative 
of the day,” Ronco said. “And I think 
that they might honestly believe that 
there’s fraud and so they’re trying to 
do something good and help out. But 
on election day, we just aren’t get-
ting those phone calls from the polls 
saying, ‘I’m here and somebody has 
signed for me.’”

Some constituents in Washoe County 
have directed their anger about the 
2020 general election toward the reg-
istrar of voters and election workers. 
In addition to angry phone calls to the 
registrar’s offi ce, at a February 2022 
commission board meeting, members 
of the public called the county 
registrar a traitor and demanded that 
she be removed from her position. In 
general, law enforcement is notifi ed 
of any threats made, Drysdale stated, 
adding, “We are confi dent [in] our 
security plan and measures in place 
to protect staff. We are not aware 
of harassment at the polling places 
that required intervention from law 
enforcement.”

Observers welcome
In early February 2021, a few weeks 
after the January attack on the U.S. 
Capitol by insurrectionists, former 
Trump adviser Steve Bannon encour-
aged listeners of his War Room 
podcast to seize control of precinct 
offi ces, which are a subdivision of an 
electoral district.

However, no one interviewed noticed 
any fall-out from Bannon’s call.

Many of the elected position contests 
in El Dorado County this election year 
have had only a single person fi le to 
run for offi ce for such positions as the 
auditor-controller, district attorney, 
and sheriff, to name a few, which 
O’Neill says is unusual, but such posi-
tions are nonpartisan. Contests with 
only one candidate will be automati-
cally elected and no run-off will be 
held come November’s general elec-
tion. O’Neill added that oftentimes 
hyper-local contests in November will 
only have one candidate. This fall, 
close to 70 El Dorado seats (school 
boards, fi re districts, and more) are 
up for election, plus any run-offs from 
the primary. Candidate fi ling ended in 
mid-March.

Adona spoke to the bringing on of 
poll workers for each election. “When 
we recruit poll workers, we don’t ask 
them about their political affi liation,” 
she said. “We only require that they be 
registered to vote and that’s pursuant 
to state law … For the most part, we 
just want to know, okay, are you going 
to follow the rules that are set out 
for you? Are you going to show up? 
A great deal of our poll workers are 
returning, and they have done well 
in all elections. And that’s across the 
board, no matter what the political 
affi liation is.”

The number of election observers, 
meanwhile, has increased. The 2020 
presidential election saw the highest 
number ever in El Dorado County — 

between 100 and 150, by O’Neill’s 
count. The 2016 General Election, as 
a comparison, had 30 to 50 observers. 

“In November 2020, the local 
Democratic central committee put 
together a very well-planned group of 
observers to be at every vote center 
for the entire election, which was the 
best thought-out observer effort I 
have seen,” O’Neill said. “We also had 
a lot of various members of the public 
and Republican observers, just less 
formal than the Democrat effort. We 
also had an unprecedented number of 
tours for that election including home 
schools and individuals.”

O’Neill and his counterparts in other 
counties were vocal in their welcome 
of anyone who wants to watch how 
ballots are counted, no appointment 
necessary. “Our doors are always 
open,” he said. “We have areas where 
it’s secure and they can watch the 
whole process and they can ask ques-
tions the whole time.”

Nevada County recently installed 
a large window displaying its bal-
lot room, allowing members of the 
public to view the ballot examinations. 
People are also welcome into the 
offi ce for observation. “We do want 
people to know what it is that we’re 
doing,” Adona said.

In Washoe County, the election offi ces 
have provided larger accommodations 
for staff to sort, process, and store 
mailed-in ballots. An observation 
area was installed at the end of April, 
expanding seating from two to eight 
observers at a time.

“The new observation area is built 
in a location that provides a better 
view of the entire election offi ce, and 
observers will be able to see every step 
of the ballot process,” Drysdale said. 
“We strategically placed the process-
ing stations (intake, sorting, signature 
verifi cation, adjudication, etc.) with 
the observation area in mind to ensure 
that observers get a full view of each 
station.”

Observers or not, O’Neill encouraged 
anyone who’s registered to vote to do 
so. “I always equate running an elec-
tion to running a big party,” he said. 
“… When only 30% of your friends 
show up, it’s such a disappointment.”

Most importantly, O’Neill said, 
“Vote!”

NEWS

NEW AND IMPROVED: Washoe County installed an expanded observation area in its 
elections offi ce for individuals interested in watching the vote sorting and identifying 
process. Photo courtesy Washoe County

2022 Primary Elections
(Direct links online at moonshineink.com.)

CALIFORNIA
Primary Election: June 7

Early voting: May 9 through June 6

Nevada County’s in-person voting locations: nevadacountyca.gov/3491/
june-7-2022-vote-center-locations 

Placer County’s in-person voting locations: placercountyelections.gov/
polling-place-locator 

El Dorado County’s in-person voting locations: edcgov.us/government/
elections/june-7-2022-gubernatorial-primary-election 

2022 election information: sos.ca.gov/elections/upcoming-elections/
primary-election-june-7-2022 

NEVADA
Primary Election: June 14

Early voting: May 28 through June 10

Washoe County’s in-person voting locations: washoecounty.gov/voters/
elections/polling_location.php 

2022 election information: nvsos.gov/sos/elections/2022-election-
information 
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There are a pool of obstacles 
to choose from in the housing 

conversation, and short term rent-
als are one of the more tenacious 
topics to pop up. Making a barside 
stand on either side of the issue 
is as apt to lead to a storm-off as 
making a new friend — and local 
governments have taken note. 
Placer County placed a moratorium 
on new short term rental (STR) 
permits that ended in April to be 
guided by a new, stricter ordinance, 
and Truckee’s own moratorium 
on new permits will lift in June 
with similar requirements. As the 
playing fi eld shifts and we take note 
of the new rental climate post-covid 
shutdown, the question of what 
exactly is being managed becomes 
more important. Are we regulating 
people or businesses?

STRs have had a constant pres-
ence in the Truckee/North Lake 
Tahoe lodging community for 
many decades, but the format and 
operation of this allowed use has 
changed substantially with the rise 
of the gig economy and internet-
based rental companies like 
Airbnb. Not only have more than 
1,300 STRs come online in the last 

20 years in Placer County alone, 
but the rate they have been occu-
pied at has almost doubled. In an 
already crunched housing market, 
possible homebuyers can now look 
at a residential neighborhood with 
the eye of an investor perusing 
competing business opportunities. 
Websites like Mashvisor are riding 
the wave of Airbnb accessibility, 
offering analytics for investors 
looking to compare the cost analy-
sis of traditional versus short term 
renting, complete with blog post 
titles like: The Complete Beginner’s 
Guide For Investing In Vacation 
Home Rentals, and Top Skiing 
Destinations to Invest in Vacation 
Rentals. Tahoe City was at the very 
top of that list. 

“It has definitely turned into a 
business, not for everyone but for 
a lot of them,” said Ulli White, 
who owns Tahoma Meadows 
Cottages with her husband Dick. 
“We’re competing fivefold [with 
STRs].” She says she sees the 
issue from both sides, having 
also operated vacation rentals in 
the area over 20 years ago, but 
that the status quo has shifted 
from periodically rented second 

homes and people renting just to 
make ends meet, to many proper-
ties being bought and operated 
strictly as STRs. This has put her 
lodging business in direct com-
petition with STR owners, many 
of whom may not fully realize 
they have entered a business 
environment. White says there is 
a large amount of responsibility 
in operating tourist accommoda-
tions that she has seen go ignored 
— from fire safety to snow 
removal. It’s an ongoing occur-
rence that visitors will show up to 
their vacation rental in Tahoma to 
find it unplowed, and walk down 
to the Cottages to ask to borrow 
White’s snowblower. 

As an established business and one 
of the last privately owned lodges 
in the area, White has a slew of 
standards and requirements she 
has to fulfi ll at exorbitant costs 
that many STRs simply skate by. 
Although STRs now have to apply 
for a business license with their 
permit in both Truckee and Placer 
County, many still pay residential 
rates for things like insurance 
and internet while White pays a 

much higher commercial rate. 
Additionally, she hasn’t been able 
to compete with the cleaning fees 
recently established with rental 
companies like Airbnb, and says 
she lost a housekeeper of over four 
years because she couldn’t afford 
to compete with the rates offered 
by the vacation rental companies.

In spite of all of this, White says 
she isn’t against STRs, only the 
stacked playing fi eld that is making 
it exceedingly diffi cult to compete 
with poorly managed and some-
times unsafe rentals. “I’m all for 
vacation rentals,” White said. “Just 
do it right.”

It’s not just the Tahoma Meadows 
Cottages that have been fi ghting to 
keep pace with the vacation rental 
boom. According to a 2021 Bay 
Area Economics study on STRs 
commissioned by Placer County, 
hotels and similar lodging overall 
have barely grown in the county 
over the last 20 years (roughly 18% 
growth in occupancy) while STRs 
skyrocketed (over 90% growth in 
occupancy). The historic 113-room 
Tahoe Biltmore hotel and casino 
is set for demolition this month, 
and the last hotel built in North 
Lake Tahoe was constructed 60 
years ago. The BAE report stated 
that the demand for hotel lodging 

ROOM SERVICE: There are twice 
as many short term rental rooms as 
hotel rooms in Placer County, and the 
use of these properties has changed 
dramatically in the last two decades. 
Illustration by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink

NEWS

NOW PEOPLE WERE USING SHORT TERM 
RENTALS AS AN INVESTMENT PROPERTY, 
WHICH WAS QUITE A BIT DIFFERENT FROM 
WHAT WE HAD EVER SEEN IN THE PAST.” 

~ CINDY GUSTAFSON, PLACER COUNTY SUPERVISOR

BY SAGE SAUERBREY 
Moonshine Ink

A r e  s h o r t  t e r m  r e n t a l s  p e r s o n a l  o r 
c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ?
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would need to increase by at least 
10% to make it feasible to build 
another. The proposed Tahoe City 
Lodge by Kila Properties was 
slated to go vertical this spring, 
but construction has been delayed 
due to high costs, according to the 
company. This overall downward 
trend for hotels is due to a variety 
of factors — environmental hoops, 
lawsuits, a shortage of developable 
land, and a changing customer 
base, to name a few — but could 
be in part due to occupying a 
market where the competition is 
playing by a different set of rules. 

“Not only are we allowing short 
term rentals, we’re subsidizing 
them,” said Andrew Ryan, a Kings 
Beach resident and president at PR 
Design & Engineering. As a local 
engineer, Ryan has seen project after 
project stalled in the development 
phase while countless STRs open 
up shop with what he believes to be 

an unfair advantage. He calls this 
an “outsourcing of our wealth and 
housing,” due to the fact that most 
of these rentals are owned by people 
who live elsewhere.

Ryan spoke to a number of the 
inconsistencies in how hotels and 
STRs are treated in the Truckee/
Tahoe region, believing that they 
are unintentionally subsidized by 
virtue of lower operating costs. For 
example, hotels are required to 
pay for one of the limited tourist 
accommodation units (TAUs) in 
the Tahoe Basin, which Ryan has 
calculated can carry costs rang-
ing from $12,000 to $15,000 per 
unit. Jeff Cowen, TRPA Public 
Information Officer, confirmed 
that the acquisition of TAUs could 
include permit fees, mitigation 
costs, or the cost of purchasing 
existing units from another parcel, 
then transferring them. 

“What those fees are really depends 
on the situation and I don’t know if 
there is a standard calculation out 
there,” Cowen wrote in an email to 
Moonshine Ink. While Ryan’s cal-
culations seem high to Cowen, he 
confirmed they could be possible. 
Because the TRPA considers STRs 
as a residential use in the Basin, 
Cowen said, they are not required 
to apply for TAUs. 

Fees for things like traffic mitiga-
tion are also lower or nonexistent 
for residential properties as 
compared to commercial entities, 
as are the costs for insurance 
and utilities, according to Ryan. 
Additionally, many of the safety 
standards hotels need to meet are 
either not required for short term 
rentals, and if they are, are rou-
tinely overlooked. This is in spite 
of the fact that STR usage has far 
outpaced that of hotels in recent 
years. In total, there are more 

than twice as many rooms avail-
able in STRs (233,620 in total) in 
Placer County than hotel rooms. 
South Lake Tahoe, by contrast, 
has more than six times as many 
hotel rooms as STR rooms. 

Yet at the same time, multiple 
court case rulings, usually involv-
ing homeowner associations, 
have determined STRs to be a 
residential and not a commercial 
use. One such California case in 
Cathedral City in which an HOA 
attempted to restrict a resident’s 
ability to short term rent her 
property, stated, “We cannot see 
how the prohibition on ‘business or 
commercial‘ activity can be read to 
prohibit short-term rentals but not 
longer term ones.”

In contrast, a bill on the most 
populous island of Hawaii signals 

FAIR PLAY: Ulli White, who owns Tahoma Meadows Cottages with her husband, says she’s all for short term rentals as long as the playing field is level for all forms of tourist lodging.  
Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

NEWS

See RENTAL BUSINESS p. 16
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NEWS

JUST BUSINESS: Websites like Mashvisor have made it increasingly easy for amateur real 
estate investors to enter the short term rental market. Screenshots mashvisor.com

one tourist area’s attempt to 
delineate commercial versus 
residential. Rick Blangiardi, the 
mayor of Honolulu, signed bill 
41 in late April to establish strict 
limitations on where vacation 
rentals can be located on Oahu, 
as well as the length of stays in 
certain areas on the island. “[This] 
is to bring back our neighbor-
hoods, where people grow up, 
where families are raised and not 
have them be mini-hotels, but 
be the neighborhoods they were 
designed to be, a source of great 
pride for all of us who have raised 
families here in Oahu,” Blangiardi 
said in a press conference at the 
bill signing on April 26.

No matter the accepted definition, 
as the hotel industry gets weaker 
and tourist accommodation 
lodging becomes more and more 
prevalent throughout residential 
zones in Tahoe/Truckee, both 
neighborhoods and commercial 
cores have become shaken by the 
new reality.

“I think for many of us that 
have been involved, especially in 
Tahoe City and Kings Beach, the 
emphasis of our community plans 
and our area plans has been to get 
more lodging in our downtown 
areas,” said Cindy Gustafson, 
former CEO of the North Lake 
Tahoe Resort Association and 
current Placer County District 
5 Supervisor. “So I think plan-

ning for this kind of change — it 
wasn’t anticipated … that we were 
going to see this kind of dispersal 
and this heavy use of short term 
rentals.”

One of Gustafson’s first jobs in 
Tahoe was working for Dick Read 
Realty, a job that entailed manag-
ing both short- and long-term 
rentals in the Tahoe Basin. “The 
big difference was, it wasn’t on 
an online platform and you didn’t 
see the kind of demand we have 
today,” Gustafson said. Most vaca-
tion rental owners — primary and 
second homeowners alike — were 
simply trying to offset the cost of 
their home by renting it out short 
term here and there. Forty years 
later, as North Tahoe’s representa-
tive on the Placer County Board 
of Supervisors, she is leading the 
charge against what she has called 
one of the “biggest issues” for the 
region.

“With the advent of Covid, the 
skyrocketing real estate values, 
and the stories I heard personally 
from realtors who said people are 
buying these homes just to rent 
them out as investment proper-
ties,” Gustafson said, “now that’s 
a whole different turn from what 
had been our tradition of people 
offsetting some of their costs. 
Now people were using short term 
rentals as an investment property, 
which was quite a bit different 
from what we had ever seen in the 
past.” 

With the wave of noise, trash, and 
parking complaint issues; hous-
ing stock aftershocks; and health 
concerns brought on by STRs 
in the world of Covid, Placer 
County placed the moratorium 
last summer on new STR permits, 
capped the number available at 
the current level of 3,900 (25% 
of Placer County’s total housing 
units), and drafted an ordinance 
to address many of the concerns 
regarding STRs. A large part of 
this ordinance, which took effect 
March 11, introduced standards 
that bring STRs closer to a level of 
regulation resembling hotels. 

These new requirements include 
requiring a local contact person 
available 24 hours a day who can 
respond to any issue with a rental 
within 60 minutes. Ironically, 
White from Tahoma Meadows 
Cottages said she has been 
approached numerous times by 
STR owners asking if she could 
provide this role for them; she 
says she laughed. 

The ordinance also includes 
stricter requirements for parking, 
noise control, trash management, 
and yearly required fire inspec-
tions. Fines for violations at any 
of these levels start at $1,500 
for a first violation and climb to 
$5,000 for a third before a permit 
is revoked. 

Truckee has drafted a similar 
ordinance that will go into effect 
on May 12. This includes a cap of 
1,255 permits (just under 10% of 
the total housing stock), phasing 
out STRs in ADUs and multifam-
ily units, and modified inspection 
fees. Washoe County will have a 
second reading of its proposed 
STR ordinance amendments on 
May 10, including changes to 
occupancy as well as application 
processing requirements, park-
ing, insurance, and bear boxes. 
El Dorado County capped the 
number of STRs in 2020, and 
recently adopted an ordinance 
last year requiring a 500-foot 
buffer between all STR permitted 
properties.

Gustafson said that the current 
regulations in Placer County 
are not at the level required for 
hotels, but they could perhaps 
reach that level in the future. She 
believes this is a fluid issue and 
wants the county to be nimble in 
continually reacting to it. 

“As with any ordinance we’re 
going to learn from it,” Gustafson 
said. “We’re going to have to be 
diligent in making sure we enforce 
against the bad actors and support 
the good, the folks that are doing 
well and need that income.”

RENTAL BUSINESS from p. 15
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If you’ve visited the 
downtown Truckee Post 
Offi ce, you’ve seen it; if 
you’ve grabbed a drink 
at Coffeebar, you’ve 
seen it; it’s likely you’ve 
even parked in it once 
upon a time. The large 
dirt lot off Jibboom 
Street has been sitting 
unused since the summer 
of 2020, and whispers of 
a housing project have 
been around since 2017. 
Still, the lot remains 
empty, so we decided to 
ask why. The town and 
the property owners 
answer.
~ AH

WHY HASN’T THE RESIDENCES 
AT JIBBOOM HOUSING 
PROJECT BEEN BUILT YET? IS 
IT APPROVED BY THE TOWN? 
WHERE DO THINGS STAND?
The Residences at Jibboom project 
was initially submitted in January 
2018. Although several revisions to 
the project have subsequently been 
submitted by the applicant team, 
a complete application has not yet 
been received for processing by the 
town. The most recent submittal was 
received in December 2020, at which 
time town staff prepared a letter to 
the applicant identifying additional 
information required to begin 
processing the application. These 
included submittals for a develop-
ment code amendment or request 
for a density bonus to comply with 
the allowed density for the project 
site; a right-of-way abandonment for 
the sale or transfer of town-owned 
property; a use permit application 
for slope disturbance; a minor use 
permit for a parking management 
plan; and a sign plan for proposed 
signage.

As with any proposed project, 
our staff needs to ensure that an 
application is consistent with the 
development code and complies with 
state environmental review require-
ments. Town staff communicated 
with the applicants and identifi ed 
two possible paths forward for 
them to consider with this project. 
In spring 2021, the applicant team 
requested to put the application on 
hold pending the outcome of the 
Senate Bill 2 process, which looked 
at the potential rezone of a number 
of properties in Truckee, including 
the Residences at Jibboom site. In 
order to expedite the SB-2 review, 
the town council has since incor-
porated the SB-2 process into the 
general plan update, and potential 
rezones will be considered by the 
planning commission and town 
council. Town staff continues to work 
with the applicant team on designing 
a project that is compliant with the 
town’s general plan and development 
code.

~ Laura Dabe, Town of Truckee 
assistant planner

Our plan today with Residences 
at Jibboom is no different than it 
was in 2017, and that is to turn the 
blighted dirt infi ll lot into long-term 
housing for locals. We envision a 
mixed-use community with afford-
able workforce and market rate 
homes that is walkable and designed 
to be consistent with Truckee 
history.

We just had a productive meeting 
with our partners at the town and 
we continue to search for the best 
path forward in order to meet our 
community’s urgent need of hous-
ing for locals. Since 2017, we have 
set out to house locals and have 
continually worked to fi t within 
the zoning set in Truckee’s 2025 
general plan. Eventually, it became 
clear that a re-zone was required to 
increase maximum allowable hous-
ing density, and we pursued that 
notion upon recommendation from 
the town in 2018 and more recently 
by participating in the state-funded 
SB-2 process that became known 
as “housing fi rst.” There have been 
considerable delays along the way, 

 NEWS

ABOUT THAT JIBBOOM STREET DIRT LOT

VIEW FROM ON HIGH: The large dirt lot 
on Jibboom Street in downtown Truckee is 
proposed to become workforce housing for 
locals: 60% available as long-term rentals, 40% 
for sale with local purchase incentives. Photos 
by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

You Asked. 
They Answered.
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but we will continue to work tirelessly with our 
partners at the town planning department, town 
council, Mountain Housing Council, and the com-
munity to provide long-term housing solutions for 
locals. We have worked with MHC on ideas over 
the years and invited the High Street neighbor-
hood and town staff to a working group with our 
architects on a year-long redesign.  

We are committed to housing our community. In 
2014, the former Cottage Hotel in Brickelltown 
was converted [by Sean Whelan] into 13 apart-
ments to house locals. In 2020, another workforce 
housing project, Dollar Hill Apartments, was 
completed [by Whelan] in Tahoe City, housing 
about 30 long-term and locally employed tenants, 
including kids, ski coaches, and fire department, 
hospital, county, and food service workers. 

~ Sean Whelan and Kevin Sloane, Residences at 
Jibboom owners 

YOU ASKED?
Readers submit questions and we find the right 
people to answer them. Submit your query to  
editors@moonshineink.com.

NEWS

FRAMED: Owners Sean Whelan and Kevin Sloane first submitted a project application for the 
Residences at Jibboom to the Town of Truckee in January 2018.

NO PARKING: Up until summer 2020, the lot served as a parking option during warm weather. 
During winter, snowplows would push snow into the lot.

Join Moonshine’s Team 
Office Assistant

The right candidate is an energetic professional who 
doesn’t mind wearing multiple hats, has a positive 

attitude, and likes to work with a motivated creative 
team. Position includes general office work, membership 
program development, special event planning, website 

development, and more. Candidate must possess 
excellent communication and customer service skills, 
organization and time management efficiency, and 

computer literacy. Must be proficient in Word, Excel, and 
Google Docs. Experience and knowledge of Adobe 

Creative Cloud are big pluses.

Send resume and a brief 
statement about why you are the 
right fit to staff@moonshineink.com

Interested in joining an award-winning 
team in Truckee and North Lake Tahoe? 
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1 Change in Town’s Emergency 
Notifi cation System
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Police Department and 
the Truckee Fire Protection District are 
switching from Nixle to the CodeRED 
Emergency Alert System as their primary 
method of communication during critical 
incidents. 

CodeRED is an opt-in notifi cation 
system and alerts may be received as 
text, email, landline, cell phone, and TTY. 
By joining CodeRED, the department 
and district will be on one platform with 
Nevada County, creating continuity 
between jurisdictions. Residents and 
visitors are encouraged to subscribe to 
CodeRED to stay informed in the event of 

an emergency. Those who are subscrib-
ers of Nixle will need to subscribe to 
CodeRED. 

Beginning June 1, all emergency 
alert communications will be sent via 
CodeRED.  Register for CodeRED 
emergency alerts: 
• Online at truckeepolice.com/

disaster-preparedness 
• Call 211 or (833) DIAL211 
• Text ReadyNevadaCounty to 99411 

and follow the prompt to register.
~ Town of Truckee enews

2 Tourism Cares Meaningful Travel 
Summit Comes to North Lake 
Tahoe
INCLINE VILLAGE
As part of its mission to champion 
environmental stewardship initiatives for 
Lake Tahoe, the Incline Village Crystal 
Bay Visitors Bureau encourages tourism 
professionals and local leaders with a 
commitment to the future of Lake Tahoe 
to participate in the upcoming Meaningful 
Travel Summit May 18 to 20. The three-
day event is a partnership with national 
nonprofi t Tourism Cares and other 
local stakeholders. Those interested in 
participating can register on the Tourism 
Cares webpage, tourismcares.org/tahoe-
summit-registration-page. 

The event will bring tourism profes-
sionals from a wide range of companies 
to North Lake Tahoe and create genuine 
connections around shared commitments 

to sustainability. Participants representing 
major tourism partners include Brand 
USA, AAA, Allianz, Colette, the Travel 
Foundation, and many more. 

Tourism Cares in North Lake Tahoe will 
focus on climate change, conservation 
of our natural resources, and the critical 
role sustainability plays holistically for a 
popular tourism destination. Participants 
will contribute directly by taking part 
in several local volunteerism projects 
including clearing brush to protect homes 
from wildfi re with the North Tahoe Fire 
Protection District, and supporting the UC 
Davis Environmental Research Center. 

The event is co-sponsored by the 
North Lake Tahoe Resort Association, the 
League to Save Lake Tahoe, UC Davis 
Environmental Research Center, and the 
Tahoe Fund/Take Care Tahoe. 

~ IVCBVB press release

3 Tahoe Forest Hospital Now a 
Level III Trauma Center
TAHOE/TRUCKEE
Tahoe Forest Health System is proud 
to announce the American College of 
Surgeons has recently verifi ed Tahoe 
Forest Hospital as a Level III Trauma 
Center.

This verifi cation means the Tahoe Forest 
Hospital emergency medicine team has 
consistently demonstrated its ability to 
provide advanced trauma life support, 
evaluation, stabilization, and diagnostic 
services. It allows staff to prioritize severely 

injured patients throughout their entire 
course of care.

The level of a trauma center refers to the 
kinds of resources available and the num-
ber of patients admitted yearly. As a Level 
III Trauma Center, Tahoe Forest Hospital 
provides 24-hour immediate physician 
coverage, incorporates a comprehensive 
quality assessment program, has transfer 
agreements in place for patients requiring 
care at a higher level trauma center, and 
offers continued education for the trauma 
care team.

For more information about emergency 
care services at Tahoe Forest Hospital, visit 
tfhd.com.

~ TFHS press release

4 July 4th Parade Returns After 
Two-Year Hiatus
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Chamber of Commerce has 
announced that plans are underway for 
a 2022 July 4th parade. This year’s theme 
will be Fourth of July: A Community 
Tradition.

The parade begins at 10 a.m. at the 
west end of town (with staging at Truckee 
High School) and progresses 1.5 miles 
down Donner Pass Road into historic 
Truckee, ending around noon.

Those interested in entering a fl oat 
can visit truckee.com for a parade entry 
application. Trophies will be given for Best 
of Show, and the winner in each of fi ve 
classifi cations: commercial (representing 
a business), youth group (18 years old and 
younger), classic auto, open (your group 
doesn’t fi t into any other category), and 
nonprofi t.

Pre-parade festivities start with the 
annual Fourth of July Pancake Breakfast 
put on by the Truckee Fire Protection 
District at Station 92 (11473 Donner Pass 
Rd.) from 7 to 10 a.m. The breakfast of hot 
pancakes right off the griddle with butter 
and maple syrup is free, with donations 
appreciated but not required.

There’s also the Firecracker Mile Fun 
Run, an event for all ages and abilities. 
The race starts at 9:45 a.m. at U.S. Bank 
on Donner Pass Road and fi nishes 
downtown at the train depot. Runners are 
encouraged to wear festive attire. This 
is a fundraiser for the Auburn Ski Club 
Training Center. For more information 
about registration, head to truckee.com.

The parade is produced by the Truckee 
Chamber of Commerce in partnership 
with the Town of Truckee, with logistical 
support by Big Blue Adventure.

Sponsorships are available. To assist 
in the production of this community 
celebration, the Truckee Chamber seeks 

All the news that fi ts — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.NEWS BRIEFS
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WHAT LIES BENEATH: Nonprofi ts Below the Blue, the League to Save Lake Tahoe, and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency are teaming up to stop the 
illicit practice of using Lake Tahoe as a construction site dumpster. TRPA has strengthened its permit process for construction projects along Lake Tahoe’s 
shoreline to manage the issue beforehand. Photo courtesy Below the Blue

7

Pro Tip: Most of our News 
and Business Briefs are 
published online fi rst, on a 
weekly basis. What you’ll 
fi nd here in print are the 
best of.

Keep up with our weekly 
briefs at moon-
shineink.com/
tahoe-news/
briefs
or by scanning 
the QR code >
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sponsorships from businesses, individu-
als, and organizations. Sponsors receive 
recognition in all parade publicity, on 
truckee.com, e-broadcasts, and from 
the emcee during the parade. For more 
information, contact the Truckee Chamber 
of Commerce at (530) 587-8808 or email 
info@truckee.com.

~ Chamber of Commerce press release

5 State Business Owners Required 
to Provide Retirement Plan
CALIFORNIA
An important deadline is on the horizon 
for California business owners. By June 30, 
employers with five or more employees 
are required to have a retirement plan in 
place for workers, either through a private-
market option like a 401(k), or through the 
state-run CalSavers Program.

CalSavers is California’s new retirement 
savings program that will offer millions 
of workers the opportunity to get on 
track for the future. CalSavers is available 
to California workers whose employers 
don’t offer a workplace retirement plan, 
self-employed individuals, and others 
who want to save extra. Savers contribute 
to an Individual Retirement Account 
that belongs to them. Employers who 
don’t offer their own plan will register for 
CalSavers by the deadline and facilitate 
their employees’ access to the program.

More information about the program 
can be found at calsavers.com. 

~ NLTRA enews

6 Dispersed Camping Restrictions 
along Highway 20
NEVADA COUNTY
To protect natural and cultural resources 
and to provide for public safety, dispersed 
camping will be restricted on Tahoe 
National Forest lands along Highway 20 
from May 2, 2022, to May 2, 2025. The 
restrictions are for dispersed camping 
only and do not apply to developed 
campgrounds.

“The recent increase in dispersed 
camping along Highway 20 has created 
significant public safety risks, including 
hazardous waste that threatens human 
health and water quality,” said Gerald 
Parker, patrol captain on the TNF. “There 
have also been multiple instances of 
illegal campfires associated with dis-
persed camping, which increase the risk of 
a human-caused wildfire.”

 The restrictions prohibit the following 
acts:
• Camping within a half mile of the 

centerline of California Highway 20 
between Nevada County mileposts 23 
and 26 on lands administered by the 
TNF.

• Camping within a half mile from the 
centerline of Forest Road No. 20-003 
(Conservation Camp Road or Marsh 
Tract Road) on lands administered by 
the TNF. The closure begins at the 
junction of Forest Road No. 20-003 
(Conservation Camp Road or Marsh 
Tract Road) and California Highway 20 
and continues west to the terminus 

of the road at the Washington Ridge 
Camp.

• Camping within a quarter mile of the 
centerline of California Highway 20 
between Nevada County milepost 
26 and the junction of I-80 on lands 
administered by the TNF.

The following persons are exempt from 
this order:
• Any federal, state, or local officer or 

member of an organization rescue or 
fire fighting force in the performance 
of an official duty.

• Persons with forest service permit 
number FS-7700-48 (permit for use 
of roads, trails, or areas restricted 
by regulation or order), specifically 
exempting them from this order.

• Fee-paying campers at the White 
Cloud Developed Campground or 
the Skillman Developed Campground 
while the facilities are open to the 
public.

A violation of these prohibitions is 
punishable by a fine of not more than 
$5,000 for an individual or $10,000 for an 
organization, or imprisonment for not 
more than six months, or both. 

For the order and map of the areas 
indicated, please visit go.usa.gov/xuPR2.

~ TNF press release

7 Nonprofits, Public Agency 
Team Up to Tackle Underwater 
Construction Debris
LAKE TAHOE
For more than a decade, the scuba divers 
and co-founders of the Tahoe-based 
nonprofit Below the Blue have removed 
more than 100,000 pounds of foreign 
objects from Lake Tahoe. Over countless 
dives, one source of submarine trash 
stands out as persistent but preventable: 
debris from shoreline building projects.

In cooperation with the League to 
Save Lake Tahoe and the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency, the underwater 
environmentalists are working to stop 
the illicit practice of using Lake Tahoe as 
a construction site dumpster. Below the 
Blue has recovered building materials 
ranging from wood and Trex decking 
to electrical and hazardous waste at 
sites where homes and piers are being 
renovated or replaced.

For shoreline construction debris, TRPA 
clearly recognized the problem. The 
agency responded swiftly and decisively 
by strengthening its permit process 
for construction projects along Lake 
Tahoe’s shoreline to manage the issue 
beforehand.

As of Jan. 1, the process for securing 
a shoreline construction permit requires 
the applicant to provide underwater 
visual documentation of the site prior 
to construction and once the project is 
complete. Prior to the recent change in 
permit language, TRPA code prohibited 
the disposal of construction material in the 
lake, yet the permits lacked accountability 
measures to ensure construction debris 
wasn’t discarded.

In addition to the new requirements for 
pre- and post-construction visual records, 
Below the Blue is working with TRPA to 

identify problem areas from past and 
ongoing construction projects so that 
pollution can also be addressed.

~ Below the Blue, League to Save Lake 
Tahoe, TRPA press release

8 TTSA Appealing Order to 
Reinstate, Back Pay Terminated 
Employee
TRUCKEE
The Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency 
has been involved in litigation and 
administrative proceedings with Philip Fay, 
a former employee, since early 2019, when 
he was terminated from the agency. 

Fay alleged with the Public Employment 
Relations Board in February 2019 that 
TTSA “retaliated against him for pro-
tected activity by requiring him to take 
unpaid leave, assigning him arduous work, 
reprimanding him, and terminating his 
employment,” according to a PERB ruling.

TTSA’s general manager, LaRue Griffin, 
shared with Moonshine Ink that Fay’s firing 
was due to a physical altercation he had 
with a fellow coworker in November 2018. 
Fay maintains that he did not intentionally 
strike anyone. 

In May 2020, and in addition to the 
PERB complaint, Fay pursued judicial 
proceedings over his termination. Four 
months later, a trial court ruled against Fay 
on a disagreement over preparation of 
the administrative record for court review. 
Fay then declined to pursue further 
proceedings.

In mid-February 2022, PERB issued a 
ruling that TTSA unlawfully reprimanded 
and terminated Fay, though the use of 
unpaid leave and assignment of work 
were not unlawful. PERB ordered TTSA 
to reinstate Fay as an employee, provide 
back pay from the date of Fay’s termina-
tion date (Jan. 14, 2019), and provide 
written notification of these actions taken 
to PERB.

TTSA is appealing the decision. The 
back pay amount for Fay has not yet 
been determined by the agency. Griffin 

informed Moonshine that he’s not sure 
when PERB will come to a decision about 
the appeal and he suspects it could take 
up to a year.

~ AH

9 Donner Pass Road Construction 
Commences for 2022
TRUCKEE
Work on Donner Pass Road is scheduled 
to begin in May, or as soon as the weather 
permits, to rehabilitate and widen the 
shoulders on 6.5 miles of Donner Pass 
Road.

The project, which began in May 2020, 
is expected to be completed this August. 
The majority of the remaining work will 
include paving Donner Pass Road from 
Rainbow Bridge to the Town of Truckee 
limits. Nevada County anticipates this 
section of the road to be closed during 
the week (Monday through Friday). 
Additionally, there will be some repaving 
work near the intersection of Soda Springs 
Road. To find periodic updates about the 
project, visit nevadacountyca.gov/230/
donner-pass-road-reconstruction.

~ Nevada County enews

10 Free California State Parks 
Passes Available at Nevada County 
Libraries
NEVADA COUNTY
The Nevada County Community Library 
has announced that its members can 
now visit California State Parks for free. 
Six vehicle day-use passes are available 
at county libraries as a product of a 
partnership between California State Parks 
and the California State Library. The Parks 
Pass program will help reduce economic 
barriers so that community members who 
may not otherwise have access can visit 
California State Parks.

The Madelyn Helling Library will hold 
two passes, and the Grass Valley, Penn 

STARS AND STRIPES: The Truckee Fourth of July parade returns after a two-year hiatus. Community 
members can enter floats for the parade, enjoy a free pancake breakfast, and participate in a fun run. 
Photo by Justine Pretorious

4
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See NEWS BRIEFS p. 23
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Valley, Truckee, and Bear River libraries 
will each hold one pass. They will be 
reservable in advance. Patrons can check 
out a pass for seven days at a time with no 
renewals. Only one pass can be checked 
out at a time.

For more information on this program 
or library services, please visit mynevad-
acounty.com/290/library or call your local 
library branch.

~ Nevada County Library press release

11 First Phase Launched of $30 
Million Forest Futures Campaign
TAHOE/TRUCKEE
In response to the region’s series 
of catastrophic wildfires, the Tahoe 
Truckee Community Foundation has 
awarded grants totaling $1 million 
for phase one of its three-year, $30 
million Forest Futures Campaign, a 
comprehensive playbook that can 
be replicated by other communities 
to align local organizations around 
minimizing the risk of extreme wildfires 
through better preparation, investment 
in forest health and infrastructure, and 
diversifying local economies. The first 
11 grants were awarded to nine local 
institutions with forest management 
projects that will begin before the next 
fire season to protect the community and 

build infrastructure through workforce 
development. For details on grantees, 
visit bit.ly/36LfVyu.

TTCF plans to announce grants for 
phase two and three of Forest Futures 
before the summer. For information on 
how to support Forest Futures, visit bit.
ly/3tRLMqd. 

~ TTCF press release

12 Traffic Enforcement to 
Increase Under New Contracts 
With CHP
PLACER COUNTY
Speeders beware: The California Highway 
Patrol will step up traffic enforcement 
on county roads after the Placer County 
Board of Supervisors approved new 
contracts for the expanded service on 
April 19. 

The approvals follow recent requests 
from residents for increased speed limit 
enforcement in communities spanning the 
county. 

Traffic enforcement on the more 
than 1,000 miles of county-maintained 
roadways is the responsibility of the CHP, 
but the agency has limited resources for 
the large geographical region it patrols. 
The expanded enforcement on county 
roadways will be provided by off-duty 
CHP officers, avoiding impacts to its exist-
ing enforcement service in Placer County, 
which will also continue. 

Contracts with the CHP’s Auburn and 
Truckee divisions will fund up to $190,000 
in increased services for one year starting 
June 1. A separate agreement of up to 
$10,000 with the Gold Run Division is still 
being negotiated. 

While enforcement areas may shift 
depending on community and county 
staff input, efforts will initially be focused 
on the unincorporated roadways with high 
traffic volumes and where the county’s 

Department of Public Works has received 
concerns about speeding from residents.  

Traffic safety in Placer County is the 
shared responsibility of the CHP and 
the Department of Public Works. Public 
Works continually evaluates and imple-
ments safety measures like speed limits, 
intersection controls and speed bumps, 
and works to educate the community 
about safety concerns.

~ Placer County press release  

NEWS

4
PAVING THE WAY: The final leg of construction on Donner Pass Road from the Rainbow Bridge to 
Truckee town limits began in May, with expected completion this August. Photo courtesy Nevada 
County

NEWS BRIEFS from p. 21
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(530) 583-3911     401 West Lake Blvd. 

Tahoe City, CA 96145
North Lake Tahoe’s favorite gathering place for 

local gardeners and visitors wanting to experience 
the oasis of plants, flowers and trees.

STOP  BY  FOR  EVERYTHING! 
Trees  |  Plants  |  Garden Gifts  |  Colorful Pottery 

Seasoned Landscaping Advice  |  and more!

OPEN DAILY

401 West Lake Blvd., Tahoe City, CA 96145  |  530.583.3911
t a h o e t r e e c o m p a n y . c o m

Mon–Sat
9am-5pm

Sunday
10am-4pm

For those with a love of history, 
today’s divisive political climate 
harkens back to the McCarthy 
era, with politicians of every stripe 
spouting heated rhetoric to the 
media at any opportunity.

During the 1950s, Sen. Joe 
McCarthy became famous — then 
infamous — for his virulent attacks 
on virtually anyone. McCarthy typi-
cally accused individuals of being 
communists, an allegation that 
carried serious negative connota-
tion in the early days of the United 
States’ Cold War with the Soviet 
Union. As with politicians today, 
many of McCarthy’s accusations 
were created out of his active mind. 
The fact that McCarthy himself was 
a known liar, and fabricator of his 
own media personality, was largely 
ignored.

There were many innocent victims 
in that era. One of these was U.S. 
Air Force Lt. David Steeves. At 
23, Steeves had achieved amazing 
things. He was a jet fi ghter pilot 
and instructor, fl ying the Lockheed 
T-33 Shooting Star. He and his 
wife Rita had just welcomed their 
daughter, Leisa, into the world.

On May 9, 1957, Steeves was 
fl ying his T-33 from San Francisco 

home to Craig Air Force Base near 
Selma, Alabama. As he reached 
altitude, a sudden explosion rocked 
the cockpit. After losing then 
regaining consciousness, Steeves 
tried to pull the diving aircraft out 
of its spin. Nothing he did changed 
the hurtling jet’s trajectory, and he 
quickly assumed his eject position 
and launched himself out of the 
plane.

As he fi nally broke through the 
thick cloud cover, the immense 
snow-covered wilderness of the 
Sierra was revealed below. The 
craggy forests of Kings Canyon 
were rushing toward Steeves as he 
looked up at his canopy and real-
ized his chute had been damaged in 
the ejection.

He hit on a snowy downslope 
and tumbled to a stop, the chute 
wrapping around some brush and 
boulders, bringing him to a stop. 
Attempting to stand and gather his 
chute before it pulled him away, 
his ankles gave way. Both were 
badly sprained. Crawling toward 
the chute, Steeves dragged the lines 
until he had bundled it into his 
arms.

Taking stock, he realized that if 
rescuers were to come, it would 
be hours and he needed shelter. 
Steeves crawled down to a crevice 
and pulled the silk chute around 
him as a blanket.

A quick inventory was not much 
comfort. His Air Force jumpsuit 
was the light summer model, but 
his boots were sturdy, and he had 
a .32 caliber revolver, a knife, and 
some matches. He also had a map, 
ID, paperwork, and pictures of his 
wife and daughter.

After three days, Steeves knew that 
rescue was not coming and that he 
would need to get moving to fi nd 
food. Water was not an issue as 
the spring thaw meant creeks and 
rivers were swollen and raging with 
snowmelt. As he dragged himself 
downhill, Steeves soon realized that 
the deep snow he fought through 
only led to the roaring creeks 
below. Even without his injuries, 
they were impossible to cross. 
Looking at his map, the lieutenant 
concluded he needed to go uphill to 
get to an area where he might run 
into hunters.

Days of dragging himself through 
bitterbrush and snow thorn, and 
nights of freezing in his parachute 
blanket awaiting the sunrise, soon 
took their toll. His strength and 
stamina waning, Steeves needed 
food aside from the wild strawber-
ries, dandelions, and grass he had 
grubbed from the ground.

Late that third afternoon, his luck 
fi nally changed. He spied an old 
forest ranger cabin in a meadow 
below. Inside, he found canned 
food and made a fi re. Steeves 
ate and slept for days, his ankles 
healing during that time. He rigged 
a trap with his revolver, shooting 

a mule deer, and caught fi sh with 
hooks and line from the cabin.

On day 54, Steeves began to 
hike out. He heard voices and 
approached two couples on horse-
back. Shocked by the unshaven 
skin-and-bones apparition before 
them, the men and women listened 
in awe as he told them who he was 
and what he had done.

Following his rescue, Steeves was 
hailed as a peacetime hero by all 
who heard his story. He was offered 
book deals and media appearances. 
He was reveling in the life of a 
celebrity but just as it began to 
wear thin for him and his young 
family, suspicion was cast by the 
media when a “source” indicated 
that the Air Force suspected him of 
stealing the aircraft and selling it to 
the Soviets or Mexicans.

The absurdity of this was lost 
on the media in the furor to fi nd 
Communists everywhere. The 
T-33 was not top secret, it was a 
common training aircraft that had 
been in service for almost 10 years. 
It was sold and leased to allies, 
including Mexico. It also crashed 
fairly often.

Steeves’ neighbor, a fellow Air 
Force pilot, and the neighbor’s 
co-pilot, had been killed just two 
months before in a T-33 crash near 
Blue Canyon, west of Truckee. 
That crash was in February 1957; 
however, the aircraft and the 
airmen’s bodies were not found 
until the following October. The 

 NEWS

In the Past
BY PAT DILLON

Special to Moonshine Ink

Life came crashing down before a pilot cleared his name 
following allegations of communism

A Shooting Star in the Sierra A Shooting Star in the Sierra 

FALLING STAR: Air Force Lt. David Steeves was fl ying his Lockheed T-33 Shooting Star 
over the Sierra Nevada when he crashed into the forested area below. Courtesy photo
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NEWS
fact that Steeves had not suddenly gained a large 
sum of money or run off to an island paradise as 
a spy might have done was ignored. Steeves and 
his young family found themselves embroiled in a 
witch hunt and they were the hunted.

Steeves vehemently denied the suspicions and 
repeatedly told the same consistent story of 
survival. His commanding offi cer made state-
ments that he did not doubt Steeves’ story. 
Unfortunately, the support of the Air Force 
investigation was slow and not nearly as exciting 
as the breathless suspicions of the media.

He and Rita divorced as their marriage crumbled. 
Seeing no way to evade the media steamroller, 
Steeves left the Air Force and became a com-
mercial pilot. His days off were consumed by 
his obsession of searching for his T-33. Steeves 
borrowed, rented, and fi nally purchased a small 
plane and fl ew above the Sierra looking for any 
sign of the wreckage. In 1965, 31-year-old Steeves 
was killed demonstrating an experimental plane 
he’d been developing. His searches had been 
in vain, as Steeves never located his T-33.

In October 1977, Boy Scouts hiking in Dusy 
Basin at Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park 
found the numbered canopy from Steeves’ 
T-33, confi rming his story. Sadly, Steeves 
didn’t live to see his name cleared. The rest 
of the wreckage of his aircraft has not been 
found; the aircraft, perhaps, having stayed 
airborne long enough to crash unseen into the 
Pacifi c Ocean. But the discovery of the por-
tion of wreckage found by the Boy Scouts was 
enough to clear Steeves’ name posthumously.

Veteran search and rescue personnel will say it is 
possible to walk within 5 feet of aircraft wreck-
age in the Sierra Nevada and never see it. Even 
now, in this age of high-defi nition cameras and 
ground-penetrating radar, there are thousands of 
plane wrecks lost in what some term the “Nevada 
Triangle.” The area is roughly described as being 
Fresno to Las Vegas to Reno and encompasses 
some of the most remote and rugged terrain of 
the Sierra Nevada mountain range.

Next time you’re hiking the Sierra off-trail, con-
sider that over 2,000 aircraft wrecks are in these 

mountains, many never found. Lt. David Steeves’ 
family, the memory of his service, and his epic tale 
of survival deserve that.

Should you encounter airplane wreckage, note 
the tail number or serial numbers and report them 
to local law enforcement as well the owner of the 

property (USFS or State Parks) upon which it was 
found. If it’s a marked military aircraft, report the 
fi nd to the nearest base of that military branch using 
the tail number (if found) and GPS coordinates and 
method of location.

TALL TALES: After 
surviving 54 days 
in the wilderness 
following the crash, 
Lt. David Steeves 
found celebrity when 
he was hailed as a 
peacetime hero. But 
it wasn’t long before 
false allegations 
of him being a 
communist brought 
his life crashing 
down. Courtesy 
reprint of original 
New York Times 
article

P.O. Box 3519, Truckee CA, 96160 | 530.582.0338

• Landscaping 

• Yard Clean-Up

• Maintenance 

• Housecleaning

P.O. Box 3519, Truckee CA, 96160 | 530.582.0338

• Yard Clean-Up

• Maintenance 

• Housecleaningletitsnowinc@gmail.com

2101257

Roxanne Duffi eld Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

Need an agent who gets 
your small business?

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Roxanne Duffi eld, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

530-550-9000

I understand the unique needs of small business 
owners, because I run a small business too. Contact 
me today for your small business insurance.
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It has been a landmark year 
for the North Lake Tahoe 

Resort Association. The 
entity — which was founded 
in 1954 as the North 
Lake Tahoe Chamber of 
Commerce and later joined 
forces with the North Tahoe 
Visitors and Convention 
Bureau in 1995 — is not only 
shifting its funding structure 
but its basic mission.

“Traditionally, the NLTRA 
has been a destination 
marketing organization, and 
we’re becoming a steward-
ship organization,” said 
Tony Karwowski, who was 
announced as the NLTRA’s 
president and CEO on 
Jan. 31. “These two things 
[stewardship and marketing] 
are symbolic because they 
need each other to function. 
We need to get the messag-
ing out there about how both 
residents and visitors can 
share ownership of what is 
ultimately going to create 
a sustainable experience in 
North Lake Tahoe.”

Karwowski’s leadership 
comes six months after 
the association made a 

signifi cant step towards this 
transition by establishing the 
North Lake Tahoe Tourism 
and Business Improvement 
District (NLTTBID) or 
TBID, which is estimated to 
bring $6 million annually to 
the region located within the 
eastern portion of unincorpo-
rated Placer County.

TBIDs have a more than 
30-year history with iconic 
California tourism destina-
tions. The fi rst-ever TBID 
was established in West 
Hollywood in 1989, and 
more than 100 California 
destinations have followed 
suit, including Truckee.

And North Lake Tahoe is 
about to join that list, with 
the NLTRA just two fi scal 
quarters away from being 
fully switched over to TBID. 
This means their mission 
of funding projects with a 
lens of sustainability and 
stewardship will both come 
to fruition and be put to the 
test. 

To learn more, we spoke 
to Karwowski about the 
nuances of the organization’s 
TBID, what exactly we’re 
voting on with Measure A in 
the June election, and what 

the future of North Lake 
Tahoe looks like through the 
eyes of the NLTRA.

For much of its history, the 
NLTRA has been funded 
by transient occupancy 
tax (TOT). What does this 
shift in funding structure 
look like, and what is the 
difference between TOT 
and TBID? 
The NLTRA is transition-
ing from being funded by 
the transient occupancy 

tax (TOT) and is now 
being funded by a Tourism 
Business Improvement 
District (TBID). 

Formerly, we were funded 
by about $4 million annually 
of TOT, which is generated 
from overnight short-term 
stays in our community — 
both in short term rentals 
and hotels. It’s a lodging tax 
that traditionally funded our 
marketing and sales program 
here at the NLTRA.

So a TBID is an assessed 
fund that goes out to lodging, 
restaurant, retail, activities, 
and attraction businesses in 
North Lake Tahoe. The fund 
generates a 1% assessment 
from all those businesses. 
Except in Zone 1, which is 
roughly the lakeside com-
munities from Homewood 
to Kings Beach, there is 
an extra 1% on the lodging 
facilities, so they are paying 
2%.

NEWS

With an additional $6 million in annual monies, 
the NLTRA shifts its mission toward stewardship

BY ALLY GRAVINA 
Special to Moonshine Ink

YOUR COUNSEL WANTED: TBID spending is being 
guided by committees, which are actively seeking 
community input into the regional issues and solutions 
that are out there. Their meetings are open to the public 
and held during the third week of every month. Agenda 
are available 72 hours before each meeting on the NLTRA 
website. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

A New Direction for the Resort Association 

TONY KARWOWSKI comes to his role as president/CEO of the NLTRA from Northstar’s senior leadership team. He is a 
20-year resident of North Lake Tahoe.
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This shift gives the NLTRA 
an annual assessment col-
lection of about $6 million. 
So we’re up $2 million from 
our previous budget. The 
marketing and sales program 
still gets roughly the same 
amount of money, but now 
we’ve got an additional 
bucket of funding that is 
split up into eight different 
categories that we can now 
distribute back into the 
community for things like 
tourism impact mitigation, 
workforce housing, and 
transportation.

Those TOT funds that previ-
ously funded the NLTRA 
have now been freed up. 
Through an agreement with 
Placer County, the NLTRA 
will convene a committee 
called the TOT Workforce 
Housing and Transportation 
Committee to put those 
dollars back into projects 
and programs that support 
improvement in workforce 
housing and transportation 
regionally. So that’s a $4 mil-
lion annual bucket that the 
committee will be looking at 
and recommending projects 
to the [Placer County] board 
of supervisors for approval. 

When will the NLTRA 
begin using TBID funds, 
and what committees 
were established to help 
allocate these funds?

We started collecting 
business assessment funds 
in July 2021, and as of April 
1, 2022, by design, the 
NLTRA is operating off of 
those TBID funds. So we’re 
no longer operating exclu-
sively off of TOT funds. It’s 

a big moment of transition. 
In order to do that, our 
management district plan, 
the guiding document for 
the TBID, required that we 
stand up two committees, 
which we did this month. 
One is called the TBID 

Advisory Committee, and 
the second is called the 
TBID Zone 1 Committee.

Zone 1 is the separate 
geographical region of the 
lakeside communities from 
Homewood to Kings Beach, 

and they pay an extra 1% 
lodging tax into the TBID. 
So there’s an actual com-
mittee that oversees that 1% 
of extra lodging assessment 
and gives direct input to the 
NLTRA Board of Directors 
on spend of Zone 1 money. 
The TBID Advisory 
Committee also advises the 
NLTRA Board of Directors 
on spend, budget items, and 
projects. 

NEWS

HOME IS WHERE YOU BELONG 

AND THE BIG LIFE CONNECTIONS 

PROGRAM HELPS YOU DO JUST THAT!

• Connect and meet new friends.

• Engage in the community.

• Learn about volunteer 

opportunities.

• Hear from businesses, and the 

people behind the business.

• Share Truckee’s culture, 

character, values – what it means 

to be a Truckee Local!

Learn more at:

Truckee.com/BigLifeConnections.

Brought to you by 
the Truckee Chamber of 
Commerce in partnership 
with the Town of Truckee.

BELONG

MEET THE BOARD: (bottom row)
Tony Karwowski (president/CEO), 
Deirdra Walsh (Nothstar), Samir 
Tuma (Tahoe City Lodge); (top row) 
Sue Rae Irelan (Placer County Board 
appointee), Jim Phelan (Tahoe City 
Marina), Melissa Siig (Tahoe Art Haus/
TCDA), Jill Schott (Tahoe Moon 
Properties).

Not pictured: Mike DeGroff (Palisades 
Tahoe), Kevin Mitchell (Homewood), 
David Lockard (Resort at Squaw 
Creek), Colin Perry (Ritz-Carlton), 
Stephanie Hoffman (Tahoe Luxury 
Properties), Tom Turner (Gar 
Woods), Alyssa Reilly (NTBA), Dan 
Tester (Granite Peak Management), 
Ray Villaman (Northstar Business 
Association), and Dave Wilderotter 
(Tahoe Dave’s)

See NLTRA p. 26
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That’s the big key between 
being TOT funded and 
being TBID funded. The 
fi nal decision maker in all of 
the TBID spend is now the 
NLTRA Board of Directors. 
Whereas under TOT, the 
Placer County Board of 
Supervisors is the fi nal 
authority on the spend.

The TBID was established 
in July 2021, but the 
NLTRA just began operat-
ing off those funds last 
month. Has the NLTRA 
been able to allocate any 
TBID funds yet? 
The board has allocated 
funds for operations at 
this point. We have not 
allocated funds for projects 
as of yet. We do have 
Q4 funds to spend on 
some projects here. The 
fi scal Q4 will be the fi rst 
quarter we operate [fully] 
under TBID. So we have 
an appropriate amount of 
money — one quarter’s 
worth — for funding 
projects in the area. This 
could be anything from 
tourist impact mitigations 
to workforce housing and 
transportation solutions.

We have a TOT request in 
for our board to release 
TOT funds for a workforce 
housing project we’re calling 
Lease to Locals and works 
in the way that the Town 
of Truckee is working with 
Landing Locals to incentiv-
ize current homeowners to 
rent to locals.

About 15% of the annual 
TBID budget goes to 

business advocacy, 
economic development 
support, transportation, 
sustainability, and tourist 
mitigation. What are some 
of the longer-term projects 
TBID will fund that fall 
into those buckets? 
The great thing about the 
TBID is that it has a wide 
range of buckets we can 
pull from. It can be any-

thing from increasing the 
frequency of our existing 
public transit system to 
lobbying for increased air 
service into the Reno-Tahoe 
International Airport. We 
can create programs that 
reduce congestion during 
our peak periods. For 
instance, something like 
supporting a program to 
build three lane roads on 

Highway 89 and Highway 
267 during peak periods.

It looks like about 50% of 
the TBID annual budget 
will go to marketing. With 
the organizations new 
focus on stewardship, how 
will the NLTRA market 
sustainable tourism to 
visitors?
Correct, 52.2% of our annual 
budget will go to marketing, 

events, and promotions. A 
lot of events in this category 
are things like supporting 
Spartan Race and Tahoe 
Trail 100, these large events 
that come during non-peak 
periods that fi ll in visitation. 
These events are a great 
example of fi lling visitation 
when we need it the most — 
off-peak and mid-week. They 
can create a more steady 
and well-rounded economic 
impact from tourism for our 
community. 

And we want to change how 
we message the guests, so 
that during peak periods we 
aren’t generally going to say, 
“Hey this is when you need 
to attract tourism to North 
Lake Tahoe.” The messaging 
is going to be about steward-
ship, sustainability, and 
outreach to the people who 
are coming here so we can 
prepare them how to travel 
responsibly in our region. 

NEWS

PIECE OF THE PIE: The TBID’s governing document, the Management District Plan, breaks its annual budget into nine categories. Courtesy NLTRA

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

Create  |  Install  |  Maintain
Commercial  |  Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.

NLTRA from p. 25
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I would be delighted to sit down e delig
with you and discuss Real Estate

9932 Donner  Pass Rd .  Tr uckee.  C A .  96161
530.536.5 400 |  w w w.lo r ienpowers .com

UNIQUE SUSTA INABLE
HANDCR AF TED JE WELRY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands
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Featuring

LORIEN 
POWERS
Studio JewElry
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What will the popular week-
end of July Fourth look like 
under this new model?
Even though it’s in a peak 
period, we will continue to 
support [the event] because 
the people who come to our 
community, and the community 
in general, expect us to provide 
a Fourth of July celebration. 
So what we decided to take 
a look at — with our flag 
firmly planted in the ground 
on stewardship and resource 
management — is a drone 
performance. We found that 
these performances cost just 
about as much as traditional 
fireworks and they are, envi-
ronmentally, way more friendly. 
There is almost no impact on 
the lake, on air quality, no 
auditory impacts on animals in 
the region, and they remove the 
potential risk of wildfire.

Switching gears back to TOT 
and Measure A, which is on 
the ballot in June. Can you 
explain the history of this tax 
on the Placer County ballot?
In 1996, the residents of 
Placer County voted to install 
an additional 2% tax to the 
countywide 8% TOT tax that 
would go back to infrastructure 
and tourism-related projected 
in eastern Placer County. The 
additional 2% tax re-upped in 
2002 and 2012, so this is a 10 
year re-up. However, there is no 
sunset this time, it doesn’t need 
to be renewed again [if passed] 
and can only be repealed. 

If Measure A does not pass, 
the region will lose $4 million 
in annual project improvement 
funding and matching project 
funding. The $4 million in 
freed up TOT funds generated 
by the TBID currently set to 
fund workforce housing and 
transportation projects in the 
region would be jeopardized. 
The annual impact of locally 
controlled self-help project 
funds would amount to tens of 
millions of dollars in lost oppor-
tunity and locally prioritized 
projects that improve infra-
structure, quality of life, and 
sustainability of our community.

This Q&A has been edited for 
length and clarity. 

NEWS
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1 Monopoly Announces Lake 
Tahoe Edition, Debuting Winter 
2023
TAHOE
Top Trumps USA announces the winter 
2023 debut of Monopoly Lake Tahoe 
under license from Hasbro.

Monopoly Lake Tahoe will replace the 
perennial board game’s famous Atlantic 
City squares (from Boardwalk to Park 
Place) with representations of much-
loved Lake Tahoe historic landmarks, 

treasured natural destinations, and 
summertime favorites. The Lake Tahoe 
board will also include customized 
Community Chest and Chance playing 
cards, ensuring each detail of the game 
pays homage to the region.

Through June 3, fans, locals, and 
vacationers can share which locations 
they would like to see featured on 
the board by emailing the offi cial 
Monopoly Lake Tahoe team at laketa-
hoe@toptrumps.com. All submissions 
will be closely reviewed, tallied, and 
considered throughout the board 
curation process.

Aaron Green, a representative from 
Top Trumps USA, said, “Lake Tahoe is 
a national treasure, with picture-perfect 
beaches, world-class ski resorts, and 
countless beloved historical and 
cultural sites. Since we have just 22 
squares for our game, it’s important 
that we create an accurate portrayal 
of what this community loves about 
their region. We’re excited for folks 
to submit their recommendations; we 
want to know what your favorite place 
is in Lake Tahoe.”

Monopoly Lake Tahoe will launch 
nationwide in winter 2023 and will be 
available in stores and online at retail 
partners, including CVS, Amazon, 
Wegmans, and more.

~ Top Trumps USA, Hasbro press 
release

2 Palisades Tahoe Extends 
Season
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Palisades Tahoe’s closing date has 
been extended to Monday, May 
30, due to late spring storms that 
brought more than 7 feet of snow 
to the Sierra. In April, 86 inches of new 
snow fell on the upper mountain, more 
snow than was seen in all of November, 
January, February, and March com-
bined. As of May 1, the resort is open 
Friday through Sunday only, plus 
Memorial Day Monday. Guests should 
note that the Alpine side of the resort 
closed on Sunday, April 17, and will not 
reopen. 

For up-to-date information on terrain 
offerings, check the frequently updated 
operations blog and follow Mountain 
Operations on Twitter.

~ Palisades press release

3 Local Medical Aesthetic 
Services Now Available
TRUCKEE/TAHOE
A new company, Persimmon, is offering 
medical aesthetic treatment services 
in the Truckee/Tahoe area like Botox, 
chemical peels, and microneedling. 
Currently, Persimmon nurses are 
available to provide such services at 
events co-hosted with local businesses 
like hair salons, health clubs, boutiques, 
and more. Eventually, Persimmon will 
offer in-home treatments to interested 

Truckee/Tahoe patients. Anyone 
seeking to host Persimmon at an event 
or interested in applying to become 
a medical aesthetic nurse with the 
company can reach out through the 
website, persimmon.life.

Jessica Higgins has spent 15 years in 
acute care hospital nursing and recently 
began working for Persimmon. “It’s 
exciting that this company is gaining 
momentum at a time where nurses are 
feeling undervalued and under-appre-
ciated,” said Higgins, referencing the 
toll Covid-19 and subsequent staffi ng 
shortages have had on medical staff.

Those seeking medical aesthetic ser-
vices can browse through Persimmon’s 
online catalog of nurses and request an 
appointment.

“What’s really cool about it is it used 
to be [that the] only people who could 
access concierge services were people 
who were really wealthy,” Higgins 
said. “… Now with companies like 
Persimmon who are using this tech 
interface, we’re able to offer concierge 
services to people at much more afford-
able rates.”

~ AH 
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WHAT’S TAHOE’S BROADWAY? A Lake 
Tahoe version of Monopoly will debut in win-
ter 2023. In the meantime, anyone interested 
in suggesting what each square of the board 
game will represent should email laketahoe@
toptrumps.com. Courtesy photo

1

Interim General Manager 
Chosen for Airport
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Tahoe Airport District 
Board of Directors has appointed 
Robb Etnyre as interim general 
manager, effective May 2 through 
Oct. 31. Current GM Kevin Smith 
announced his departure from the 
airport at the beginning of April, 
and his tenure will end May 6. Smith 
is moving on to work as a western 
market leader in aviation planning for 
Mead & Hunt, a national planning and 
engineering company.

Etnyre’s salary will be $18,750 per 
month ($225,000 annualized). He 
may receive a $22,500 bonus if he 
successfully completes the term under 
criteria identifi ed in his employee 
agreement. Aside from the California 
Public Employees’ Retirement System, 
Etnyre is generally eligible for district 
benefi ts. The full details of his contract 
can be found in the online version of 
the story.

Etnyre served as general manager 
for the Tahoe Donner Association for 
10 years before he was terminated for 
‘no cause’ by the board of directors.
~ AH

Police Chief Recruitment 
Process
TRUCKEE
Finalist interviews to fi ll the Truckee 
Police Department’s police chief 
position were conducted the week 
of March 14 with an extensive 
process, including interviews with 
a community panel, public safety 
panel, town employee panel, the 
town’s department dead team, and 
command staff within the police 
department. 

Two candidates were invited to par-
ticipate in this process, which spanned 
two days and allowed for individual 
time with each candidate. Following 
the interviews, Town Manager Jen 
Callaway debriefed with each panel, 
discussed both candidates to assess 
if either would be the right fi t for 
our community. After several days of 
absorbing the feedback received and 
refl ecting on time with each candi-
date, Callaway decided to not move 
forward with either candidate. 

Acting Chief Danny Renfrow has 
agreed to remain in the acting role 
for the next six months, at which time 
staff will reassess. 
~ Town of Truckee e-news

North Tahoe Arts Names New 
Executive Director, Slots Kings 
Beach Opening
TAHOE CITY
On April 5, North Tahoe Arts named 
Le’a Gleason as its new executive 
director. Gleason has a background 
in marketing and nonprofi t work and 
is passionate about living in and 
helping support a vibrant community. 
She personally enjoys art, music, 
and performing, and holds a degree 
in performing arts. Her professional 
work history includes several roles 
as communications director and in 
administrative positions at nonprofi ts. 

NTA is a 501(c)(3) dedicated to 
promoting exposure to art throughout 
the communities of North Lake Tahoe 
and Truckee. The organization was 
originally named the Sierra Artists 
Network and was created in 1985 by 
Madeline Bohanon. Almost 40 years 
later, NTA operates a thriving art gal-
lery in Tahoe City and is soon to open 
another in Kings Beach. 

NTA hosts its popular Kids Art Camp 
every summer. Patrons can visit the 
Tahoe City location to view and buy 
art, while the new Kings Beach Art 
Center will be home to an art gallery, 
exhibit space, dedicated workshop 
space, and large backyard for art 
openings and camps. Gleason is 
set to help NTA roll out its summer 
programs as well as release a new 
logo. The Kings Beach facility will 
open to the public on June 17.
To learn more about NTA’s programs, 
visit northtahoearts.com.
~ NTA press release

MOVING IN, 
MOVING ON, 
MOVING UP

NEWBIE TO NORTH TAHOE ARTS: Le’a 
Gleason has been announced as North Tahoe 
Arts’ new executive director. The nonprofi t is 
planning to open up a Kings Beach art center 
on June 17. Courtesy photo
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On March 3, the senior 
management team at Palisades 
Tahoe, an Alterra Mountain 
Co. resort, gathered with a 
large group of resort employ-
ees for a town hall meeting. 
The room was fi lled with 
employees across almost every 
department. They were eagerly 
awaiting communication from 
their employer that would  
refl ect a major effort by the 
corporation to offer creative, 
industry-leading changes to 
address major issues facing 
resort towns across the country 
— namely low wages, lack of 
housing, and prioritizing profi t 
over employees. That did not 
happen. 

The town hall crowd sat dazed 
and confused. Befuddled by 
corporate nonsense and dizzy-
ing circular talk, the corporate 
spokespeople offered no 
meaningful information, plan, 
or hope for the hundreds of 

struggling employees that 
represent the backbone of 
operations at the resort.  

During the meeting, employees 
attempting to raise issues for 
discussion were cut off by 
time limits on their comments. 
Instead, the air was fi lled with 
rehearsed corporate talking 
points that were shrouded in 
vagueness and structured in a 
way that left the audience at 
a loss. 

Both sides are well aware that 
the issues facing Palisades 
Tahoe employees are not new 
problems: housing, fair wages, 
basic benefi ts, paid sick time, 
the list goes on and is mirrored 
in other resort towns across 
the country, many of which 
are owned and operated by 
Alterra. 

The problems of an unfair 
working environment go back 
to the corporatization of ski 
resorts. In 2008, Vail Resorts 
introduced the Epic Pass, fol-
lowed by KSL, Intrawest, and 
eventually Alterra with their 
own multi-resort passes. Under 
the new business model, the 
industry has moved away from 
individually owned, family-
operated resorts interwoven 
into the local communities 
where they operate. This 
model represents a behemoth 

corporate machine driven by 
acquisition of property, real 
estate development, and a 
focus on providing a premier 
customer experience for out-
of-town passholders around 
the globe.  

The implementation of this 
outsider-focused model 
represents a paradigm shift in 
the industry that has forever 
changed the face of the ski 
industry. The gap between the 
shareholders and the value of 
the human capital necessary to 
operate the resorts has grown 
to inequitable levels that can 
best be understood as the 
epitome of corporate greed 
fueled through a capitalist 
position in which employees 
carry the sum of operational 
burdens and the company 
makes record profi ts at the 
expense of the employees. 

Alterra has capital to invest. 
In February, the company 
announced its plans to 
invest $344 million in capital 
improvements for the 2022/23 
season, which put them at over 
$1 billion invested in transfor-
mational asset updates over 
the past fi ve years. This reaf-
fi rms the company’s dedication 
to enhance the guest experi-
ence at its 15 North American 
destinations and almost 

doubles the original fi nancial 
commitment of $555 million 
over fi ve years, announced 
when the company was formed 
in 2018. What is missing from 
this announcement? Absolutely 
any investment in human 
capital.

Change in this realm is 
happening in the industry, 
but not at Alterra. In January, 
Vail Resorts announced that 
hourly employees would get an 
extra $2 an hour for any hours 
worked from Jan. 1 through 
the end of the ski season. 
Aspen Skiing Co. announced 
in February a $3/hour wage 
increase for every employee, 
effective immediately. The 
rate increase takes the hourly 
minimum wage to $20/hr, and 
marks a $12 million annual 
investment for the company. 
Salaried employees will see a 
$6,240 increase. 

In March, under public 
pressure and in an effort to 
quell falling share prices, 
Vail Resorts announced a 
$20 minimum wage offer to 
employees across the board 
for all positions. This change 
represents a $175 million 
investment in its employees. 

And what have we heard from 
Alterra? Crickets. 

In a preseason employee 
meeting this winter, Alterra 
CEO Rusty Gregory said, “It’s 
an employee revolution, and 
Alterra has a responsibility to 
do the right thing.”

Well, Rusty, talk is cheap and 
action or inaction in this case 
speaks louder than words. We 
are waiting with bated breath 
for you and Alterra to “do the 
right thing.” Unfortunately, 
we’re tired of waiting. You have 
had the opportunity to make 
it right or minimally better, 
you have had the opportunity 
to be an industry leader and 
narrow the gap between your 
massive corporate profi ts 
and employee wages, and be 
perfectly positioned to lead by 
example in how Alterra values 
its human capital. However, 
you have done nothing. 

~  Alfred Neuman holds degrees 
from Pepperdine University in 
economics and marketing. He 
moved to Truckee in 2008 for a 
love of the mountains and skiing, 
and since has grown to cherish 
this community and plays an 
active role in advocating for 
local residents. Alfred is a year-
round, full-time employee for 
Palisades Tahoe and has been 
working in the resort industry for 
15 years.

OPINION

Alterra, Are You Listening?
Moonshine Ink’s Opinion section 

is a platform for our readers to share their viewpoints 
on important issues or react to Ink reporting. We 
believe open dialogue is critical for civil discourse and 
democracy, thus submissions are greatly encouraged 
(email editors@moonshineink.com). At times, staff will 
solicit opinion pieces on particular topics. 

Opinion pieces are fact-checked and edited for style and 
clarity. The author’s opinion is their own and does not 
necessarily refl ect the stance of Moonshine or its staff.

MY SHOT
By Alfred Neuman

Michael R Murphy, CFP® 
Financial Advisor
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OPINION

An article in the Associated 
Press released on March 30, 
2022 describes how a California 
plan would pay farmers to 
grow less food to save water. 
California’s plan would pay 
farmers not to plant thousands 
of acres of land as part of a 
$2.9 billion program to allow 
more water to flow through our 
rivers and streams. It would 
mostly result in about 35,000 
acres of rice land left unused 
in the state’s normal crop year, 
according to the California Rice 
Commission.

As a small, organic vegetable 
farmer in the Sierra Valley in 
Beckwourth, California, I 
propose there must be more 
done to conserve water than just 

paying farmers not to grow food. 
First, it doesn’t really work for 
us small farmers under 50 acres 
in production, and especially me, 
because I’m at the “top of the 
food chain” farming at 5,000-
feet elevation. 

We in Sierra Valley get the first 
water after snowmelt, before 
it trickles down to the major 
rivers, streams, and reservoirs 
down below. Sierra Valley is an 
ancient lakebed the size of Lake 
Tahoe that dried up thousands 
of years ago, and it has one of 
the largest California aquifers. 
Its surface water rights were 
developed in the late 1870s. 
Under federal decrees, each 
landowner here has rights to that 
water even in times of drought. 
Surface water has to be released 
from Independence Lake and 
the Little Truckee River to 
landowners in Sierra Valley on a 
first-come-first-served basis from 
May 1 to Oct. 1 annually.

As for the AP article, the rice 
growers in the Central and 
Northern Sacramento valleys 
already get huge subsidies to 
grow or not grow rice. These 
decisions are made based on a 
global market that doesn’t affect 
our local food consumption 
anyway, so my heart isn’t broken 
to take water away from them.

In my opinion, specialty crop 
growers like me and all the other 
vegetable and berry growers are 
the ones who should be subsi-
dized in the first place. Instead, 
only the major commodity 
growers are currently subsidized 
— i.e., rice, cotton, corn, wheat, 
and soybean. Most of those are 
GMO-based and factory farmed, 
so I’m all for cutting back on 
water for those operations.

Annual crops — those like 
vegetables and strawberries 
— can easily be regulated for 
water conservation practices 
by requiring the use of efficient 

drip irrigation, mulching, cover 
cropping, and drought-resistant 
varieties. The problem is, they 
are not the big water users. 

Perennial tree crops are the 
problem. Crops like almonds, 
walnuts, peaches, plums, 
apricot, pistachio, avocado, 
citrus, etc. are the big water 
users, especially in the hot 
summers when they require 
over 50 gallons per tree per 
day. To compound the problem, 
California farmers have planted 
those trees in arid areas that 
100 years ago were considered 
dry parts of California and 
could not support wells for 
water to grow agricultural 
crops. It wasn’t until we ran the 
aqueduct from the Colorado 
River that we began massive 
agricultural operations in the 
desert. In my opinion, only 
specialty annual vegetable 
crops should have been grown 
in those arid places instead of 

water-sucking perennial tree 
crops.

So, in all, yes, I’m in favor of 
reducing water to grow fewer 
crops for the global scale as a 
last resort, but it’s going to be 
hard to cut off water to peren-
nial tree crops because they have 
a baseline water requirement 
to survive. In my opinion, strict 
water conservation measures 
should be applied first to non-
food businesses like recreation 
parks, golf courses, landscapes, 
etc. before we restrict any farms.

~ Gary Romano is a third-
generation organic farmer and 
owner of Sierra Valley Farms. 
A graduate of Cal Poly and 
Chico State, Romano has been 
active in the community and was 
the superintendent of parks for 
the Tahoe City Public Utilities 
District and Truckee-Donner 
Parks and Recreation District from 
1988-1998.

So… California is Asking Us Farmers  
Not to Grow Food to Save Water

MY SHOT
By Gary Romano

On March 22, Washoe County 
made it clear that if you live 
more than 500 feet away from a 
major project like Boulder Bay 
your opinion isn’t considered — 
it’s actually ignored. That’s you, 
Incline, Crystal Bay, Brockway, 
and Kings Beach residents. 

Forget that we are all affected 
by traffic congestion and 
emergency evacuation on 
the two-lane State Route 
28 right-of-way. Forget that 
traffic impacts have changed 
since Kings Beach went from 
four lanes to two and Covid 
increased the fulltime popula-
tion. Importantly, the world 

has changed since the 2008 
Boulder Bay traffic study. 

EKN purchased Boulder Bay 
in September of 2021. It’s now 
April 2022, and EKN hasn’t 
revealed what they plan to do. At 
the March 22 hearing, Washoe 
County commissioners and 
our local commissioner, Alexis 
Hill, ignored the three separate 
appeals that argued there must 
be a defined project before the 
developer can take a public 
right-of-way. The commissioners 
voted unanimously that North 
Tahoe Preservation Alliance 
and an Incline resident have no 
standing to appeal. Yet in 2009 
the North Tahoe Preservation 
Alliance in an appeal to the 
Washoe County commission-
ers successfully reversed the 
developer’s attempt to again 
take the fourth exit from upper 
Crystal Bay. What’s different 
now? Nothing.

This isn’t someone trying to 
reduce the side setback of 
a garage. This is the biggest 

project since the Hyatt was 
enlarged in 1970. Every tree 
on the currently disturbed site 
will be removed and enough 
excavated dirt removed to fill an 
NFL stadium field with 130 feet 
of material. 

A changed project requires 
a new application submitted 
to TRPA and the county. No 
one knows what is planned 
and EKN isn’t sure itself. The 
communities don’t even know 
who is financing this supposed 
$600 million luxury five-star 
project. EKN has completed two 
modest projects in Rochester, 
Minnesota: a remodeled Holiday 
Inn called Indigo with 178 
rooms and a new Hyatt House 
172-room hotel. Boulder Bay 
was approved for a massive 
build-out: 275 hotel rooms, 59 
condos, 14 onsite employee 
housing, 187,000 square feet 
of commercial floor space, 
67,338 square feet of accessory 
and hotel space, 10,000 square 
feet of casino, and 460 parking 
spaces. It’s giant.

Without a revised application, 
Washoe County is charging 
ahead and reviewing Boulder 
Bay grading permits that pro-
pose digging more than 200,000 
cubic yards of dirt. It’s grading 
for grading’s sake. The Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency won’t 
weigh in until it receives a formal 
application from the developer, 
which EKN continues to avoid.

TRPA has ceded its authority 
to Washoe County’s interests. 
It appears the county isn’t 
concerned with protecting 
the Tahoe Basin. The county’s 
financial interests aren’t aligned 
with TRPA. If it’s every county 
for themselves, why do we even 
need TRPA? We thought the 
region as a whole mattered. If 
adjacent project neighbors don’t 
have standing, it isn’t just vacat-
ing a public road; it’s vacating a 
Basin-wide process.

We need TRPA to do its job 
and not be complicit in the 
Washoe County abandonment 
of process. 

The Bi-State Compact that cre-
ated the TRPA was supposed 
to environmentally unite the 
five Lake Tahoe counties under 
one cohesive plan and code. 
It wasn’t created to let the 
counties do whatever they want 
and bypass the TRPA review 
process. The affected public far 
exceeds 500 feet. Fires exceed 
500 feet. Small county thinking 
has no place for one of the 
biggest projects on the North 
Shore.

Washoe County and TRPA: 
Stop serving the interests of 
developers; serve the interests 
of Lake Tahoe.

~ Ann Nichols is a 50-year North 
Shore resident, Nevada and 
California real estate broker, plein 
air painter, skier, and dog lover. As 
one of the founding members of the 
North Tahoe Preservation Alliance 
established in 2008, she has 
assisted in helping to preserve the 
natural beauty and rural character 
of North Lake Tahoe.

Is Lake Tahoe a National Treasure or a County Treasure?

MY SHOT
By Ann Nichols
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The scarcity of affordable 
workforce housing in our 
community is at an absolute 
crisis point, and it’s one of 
our very top concerns.  

History tells us the housing 
market moves in cycles, but 
in high demand areas like 
Tahoe we haven’t seen the 
declines many areas felt 
during the 2008 mortgage 
crisis. We can hope prices will 
normalize, but the possibility 
of an affordable home in the 
future is no consolation if 
you’re struggling with higher 
rents now, or if, like many, 
you can’t fi nd a place to live 
at all. 

As in many places across the 
nation, there simply aren’t 
enough homes for sale or 
rent in North Lake Tahoe for 
the number of people who 
want them, pushing home 
and rent prices to all-time 
highs. 

Statewide housing produc-
tion still hasn’t caught up 
with the need after the 2008 
crash. Now builders are also 
challenged by pandemic-
worsened labor and supply 
chain shortages. Those infl u-
ences have combined for 
a historically unforgiving 
housing market. More than 
40% of Placer households 
today are paying more for 
housing than they can afford. 
Specifi cally within our region, 
development restrictions 
also play a signifi cant role, 
keeping housing supply lower 
than the demand. Between 
January 2020 and January 
2022, home prices soared 

135% in the North Tahoe/
Truckee region, where the 
median sales price is now 
almost $1.1 million.  

Home ownership remains the 
most reliable path to building 
fi nancial security. We want 
a strong housing market. 
We want property values to 
grow. Yet when prices soar 
beyond the reach of so many, 
it doesn’t just hurt the people 
who can’t afford them; it 
hurts businesses that struggle 
to attract new employees. 
It hurts public agencies and 
districts that provide vital 
services. It even contributes 
to homelessness. And over 
time — when our doctors, 
nurses, teachers, peace 
offi cers, and fi refi ghters can’t 
afford to live in the com-
munities they serve; when 
our kids and grandkids are 
priced out of the communi-
ties where they grew up — it 
erodes the foundation of our 
communities. 

Bringing relief is taking more 
time than we would like. It 
also requires collaboration 
between many groups, 
such as government at all 
levels, developers, neighbors, 
businesses, and community 
partners. While government 
typically doesn’t build hous-
ing, we do need to encourage 
policy change, programs, 
and opportunities for devel-
opment of housing that’s 
affordable to our workforce 
in all income ranges, and we 
are doing just that. 

In February, we were 
informed that Placer County 
is on track to become the 
fi rst county in California 
to receive the state’s new 
pro-housing designation — a 
recognition of our efforts 
to reduce barriers to, and 
incentivize, affordable 
housing development, as well 
as harness market forces to 
produce a greater variety 
of housing types. Still, as 
our current plight so clearly 

shows, it’s not enough.

The housing market is driven 
by so many things that are 
out of our local control, and 
yet the need for suffi cient, 
quality housing is fundamen-
tal to healthy communities. 
We need strong housing 
programs and dedicated 
workforce housing that 
provides basic protection and 
stability throughout housing 
cycles. 

Since our Placer County 
Board of Supervisors 
approved the county’s 
fi rst-ever housing work 
plan in 2017, we’ve helped 
affordable housing develop-
ers build 84 new workforce 
housing units in North Lake 
Tahoe, and 160 more are 
under construction now or in 
planning phases. 

This includes Hopkins 
Village, a new for-sale devel-
opment designed to allow 
local workers to purchase a 
home, build fi nancial secu-
rity, and grow roots in this 
community. It also includes 
the Dollar Creek Crossing 
project, expected to offer a 

range of for-rent and for-pur-
chase homes and apartments 
across income ranges. 

We’ve made it easier for 
homeowners to build acces-
sory homes on their property 
for aging parents or recent 
grads, or to supplement 
income by renting to local 
workers. We’ve imposed 
a cap on vacation rental 
permits, strengthened 
requirements for developers 
to provide workforce hous-
ing, and created incentives 
for homeowners to rent 
exclusively to local workers. 

Our new Workforce Housing 
Preservation Program is 
taking applications today, 
providing local workers with 
up to $150,000 in down 
payment assistance to ensure 
their home continues to 
house local workers. 

Each of these promise 
real relief for members of 
our community, and taken 
together, represent Placer 
County’s largest-ever 
investment in housing 
infrastructure, supporting 
healthier communities for 

decades to come. 

And yet I know these efforts 
don’t fully answer the need. 
There is much, much more to 
be done. A resort community 
as wonderful as ours will 
likely always face afford-
ability challenges. But if we 
all work together, it is also 
possible to build the kind of 
community where hard work 
promises some assurance of 
opportunity and security, and 
it’s that community we are 
focused on helping realize. 

More information on housing 
resources and opportunities for 
local workers in Placer County 
is available at placer.ca.gov/
tahoehousing.

~ Placer County District 
5 Supervisor and Board 
Chair Cindy Gustafson was 
appointed to the Board of 
Supervisors in 2019 and 
elected for her fi rst full term 
in 2020. A 39-year resident 
of North Lake Tahoe, she 
previously served as general 
manager of the Tahoe City 
Public Utility District and 
CEO of the North Lake Tahoe 
Resort Association. 

OPINION

Though Challenges Persist, We’re Making Lasting 
Progress on Workforce Housing

MY SHOT
By Cindy Gustafson
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Last September, Nevada 
County initiated a stake-
holder workshop meeting 
process to better understand 
the issues and opportunities 
available for recreational 
planning in Eastern Nevada 
County, including providing 
increased public access to 
the Truckee River. In doing 
so, the county selected a 
group of 10 stakeholders 
to work on developing a 
direction for the Hirschdale 
area to be included in the 
upcoming county recre-
ational planning effort. 

The selected group was not 
intended to be demographi-
cally inclusive and was 
limited for purposes of man-
ageability. My wife and I are 
Hirschdale residents, living 
in one of the 13 homes 
adjacent to the proposed 
bridge and river access 
development. We were not 
invited to participate in 
the stakeholder workshop 
meetings.

The final draft report 
out of the working group 
recommends development 
improvements for increased 
parking and stairway access 
within the Hirschdale Road 
right-of-way to provide for 
recreational river use. (Read 
Moonshine Ink’s reporting 
on the working group and 
its takeaways, Solutions 
to Hirschdale Recreational 
Access Issues Proposed, 

Larger Consensus Not 
Reached, online.) 

The space of this area and 
river boundaries is confined 
to narrow strips of land 
completely surrounded 
and bordered by private 
property and private homes. 
This stairway and parking 
development idea would 
likely result in trespass-
ing, conflictual public 
recreation use versus private 
property interactions, and 
law enforcement and land 
management issues. 

County sheriff services are 
limited, often unavailable, 
and response times can take 
several hours. The riverbank 
is steep and the water is 
fast white water, making for 
difficult portage, wading, or 
swimming at this location.

Recently, at the April 26 
Nevada County Board of 
Supervisors meeting, the 
board, by recommendation 
of Community Development 
Director Trisha Tillotson, 
approved spending $30,000 
of public funds for design 
and environmental work 
for stairway access at 
the edge of the highway 
bridge amongst private 
properties and residences in 
Hirschdale. 

Since there is nearby public 
river access available on 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife property 
at 11308 Iceland Rd., 
doesn’t it make logical sense 
to recommend improve-
ments and influence public 
river use away from and 
out of the Hirschdale 
community? 

This CDFW property on 
Iceland Road is dedicated 
for recreational public use 
and provides access to the 

Truckee River. This property 
is accessed by Floriston 
Avenue, which consists of a 
40-foot-wide, dedicated-for-
public-use highway.

This public road access 
is currently open and 
available, albeit somewhat 
constrained by one party’s 
private encroachments. 
There is about a 250-foot 
section which I have offered 
to improve by widening to 
minimum fire access road 
width standards, which 
then would meet conditions 
acceptable for the county 
to adopt into its maintained 
mileage system. I have 
submitted plans for a permit 
application to widen this 
section of road — a permit 
that is currently pending 
approval.

In the Hirschdale final draft 
report, the workshop meet-
ing facilitator concluded 
that “across the board, the 
group believed the impact of 
recreational traffic through 
the neighborhood (Floriston 
Avenue to CDFW property) 
was unacceptable.”

It is not known for what 
reason and/or by whom it 
was determined that use 
of this public road to the 
CDFW property for rec-
reation was unacceptable. 
No private property owners 
living on Floriston Avenue 
were invited to be included 
in the stakeholder working 
group.

There is currently a “Private 
Road, Keep Out” sign 
posted at the entrance to 
this route, which leads 
people to mistakenly believe 
that Floriston Avenue is 
private; it’s not. Perhaps this 
false representation that 
one is trespassing through 

private property is the 
reason the group concluded 
that the use of this route is 
unacceptable?

Signs posted containing 
false information that 
deceive the public and 
result in preventing public 
use should be removed. 
Alternatively, an informa-
tional kiosk board which 
includes a map that shows 
what is public and what is 
private could help clarify 
where public river access 
exists without trespassing 
on private property. Even 
though Floriston Avenue is 
definitely a public road, it 
has not been included in the 
Nevada County maintained 
mileage system.

At the last workshop 
meeting held on March 
2, Tillotson indicated that 
staff could recommend 
adding sections of public 
county roads to the main-
tained mileage system to 
accommodate public road 
management. This would 
help free up law enforce-
ment to help reduce speed 
and with traffic control. 
Adding an improved and 
widened Floriston Avenue 
through Hirschdale to the 
county-maintained mileage 
system would be a minimal 
cost burden to the county, 
as it is only about one-
seventh of a mile long. 

Other benefits of using the 
CDFW river access is that it 
does not cross Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks or private 
property, and no property 
acquisitions or construction 
development are necessary.

This CDFW property con-
tains gentle sloping and flat 
terrain up to the river and 
large, open riverfront space, 

which allows river access 
use to spread out. Here, 
the Truckee River is slow 
moving and user-friendly for 
putting in and taking out 
rafts, kayaks, and floats.

Why would Nevada County 
spend thousands of taxpay-
ers’ dollars to promote and 
provide public river access 
in the middle of numerous 
private properties and 
directly adjacent to private 
residents along the edge of 
the highway?  

Ask District 5 Supervisor 
Hardy Bullock, who took 
part in approving county 
funding for this stairway 
development project, and 
Tillotson, who requested 
funding for this project. Ask 
why the county does not 
focus on improving parking 
and river access at a prop-
erty that is dedicated for 
public recreation and river 
access use.

Please send your comments, 
questions, or concerns to 
the Nevada County Board 
of Supervisors, 950 Maidu 
Ave., Nevada City, CA 
95959, along with Trisha 
Tillotson, community devel-
opment agency director. 

~ Larry Andresen is a local 
excavation contractor, resid-
ing and working in Truckee 
with his wife, Cheryl, and 
three children since 1978. 
He has donated improve-
ments for Truckee Elementary 
School’s athletic fields, to 
the Excellence in Education 
Foundation, is a founding 
member of the Truckee Trails 
Foundation, and has pro-
vided road maintenance for 
Floriston Avenue and Iceland 
Road over the past 30 years.

OPINION

Fish and Wildlife Property Provides Idyllic 
Solution for Public Access, Recreational Use of 

Truckee River in Hirschdale Area

MY SHOT
By Larry Andresen
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READERS 
REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com

In response to Tahoe Mo-
nopoly Version news brief

Roll Three Times
Go to jail is working at the 
Ritz-Carlton.

~ Spencer Jaeckel, Truckee, 
via Instagram

In response to Secret Moun-
tain Laboratory 

The Good Times
Thank you, Fleen [& 
Moonshine Ink], for a terrifi c 
story. K-SMELLY ushered in 
good times & great music!

~ James Kimball Glace, 
Truckee, via Facebook

Back in the Day
A good buddy of mine was a 
roommate of Todd Tolces at 
610 Midiron in Kings Beach. 
We went to a screening of 
Greaser’s Palace put on by 
the Secret Mountain Cinema 

in a little room upstairs at 
the Crystal Bay Club.

~ Rutiger Heh, Southern 
California, via Facebook

In response to Honor 
Scotty Lapp by Helping to 
Build a Skateboard Park 
in Tahoe City

A Longer List
Aren’t we still trying to build 
the Rocker park? All for both, 
but let’s get on it peeps.

~ Teresa Sanford, Truckee, 
via Facebook

Follow the Money
Tahoe City PUD owns 
so much property. Kids 
need a place of their own 
to skateboard. Many local 
communities have skate 
parks, it’s about time for 
Tahoe City to provide the 
youth with one.

Many years ago in the 
‘90s, the local kids had 
many fundraisers to build a 
skate park; it never hap-
pened. Tahoe City parks 
and recreation held those 
funds.

What happened to that 
money? Let’s honor Scotty 
Lapp with a skate park.

~ Marilyn Yates Henriques, 
Tahoe City, via Facebook

In response to Localizing 
the Russia Ukraine War, 
Moonshine enews

The Wars, Invasions Before
How is it that we never local-
ized Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, 
Libya, and Palestine wars and 
invasions? All the sanctions 

which are killing people all over 
and all of sudden we want to 
localize the Ukraine war? Is it 
the blue eyes, blond vs. black/
brown eyes, black/brown hair 
phenomenon? We certainly are 
giving the Ukrainians more 

than enough weapons to kill 
Russians, neither of which 
resolves the issues of poverty, 
hunger, and homelessness in 
Truckee and the U.S.

~ Parvin Darabi, Truckee, 
letter

OPINION

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
P U Z Z L E  PA G E ,  P.  5 0

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“TO BE GIVEN DOMINION 
OVER ANOTHER IS A HARD 
THING; TO WREST DOMINION 
OVER ANOTHER IS A WRONG 
THING; TO GIVE DOMINION OF 
YOURSELF TO ANOTHER IS A 
WICKED THING.” 

~ TONI MORRISON

We want to know what you think 
of our coverage of local news, 
mountain life, arts, and culture.

We want to hear about the topics 
you care about in the community. 

Send letters to the editor to 
editors@moonshineink.com to see 
your name and thoughts in print!

Have a thought?

SEASON PASSES + PACKS 
ON SALE NOW

G   LF IS
BACK

Tahoe Donner

G   LF IS

LEARN MORE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/GOLF

COURSE RENOVATION IN 2020 AND 2021 
FOR MORE FUN AND PLAYABILITY
• ALL NEW GREENS
• EXPANDED + REDESIGNED FORWARD TEES
• IMPROVED PACE OF PLAY
• UPGRADED GOLF PRO SHOP OFFERINGS + EQUIPMENT
• CUSTOM CALLAWAY GOLF CLUB FITTING
• $30 SKILLS CLINICS + MORE!
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In the month of April, the number of single-family homes sold within the Tahoe Sierra MLS area 
remained relatively fl at with 62 homes sold in April and 61 homes sold in March. Median price 

decreased 14% from $1.7 million to $1.4 million. As spring blooms, we head into prime real estate season. 
As is typical of this time of year, the market saw a 55% increase in inventory, with 93 homes actively listed 
for sale versus 60 homes in March. April’s average of 17 days on market, in addition to sales volume, 
median price, and the number of active listings all showing a less than 5% variance compared to 2021, may 
foreshadow a busy summer ahead.

~ Dietz Group at Tahoe Luxury Properties

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT
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www.Pacif icCrestWP.com
William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities 

and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. 

CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

 530-563-5250    
bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

Bil l  Aust in,CFP® and John Manocchio,CFP®

 Partner with a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Professional  
to help complete your financial puzzle
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Learn Care EnjoyProtectRespect
TRUCKEE-TAHOE

TRAVEL ALERT
Weather * News * Events * Sustainability

VisitTruckeeTahoe.com/travelalert

Despite rising interest 
rates, high prices at 

the pump, and the war in 
Ukraine, buyer demand 
for Tahoe/Truckee real 
estate remained strong in 
the fi rst four months of 
this year. Some markets 
showed impressive gains 
over last year, while others 
presented the opportunity 
to negotiate on price.

Overall, buyers showed a strong 
preference for the very old (or new 
meant to look old), and the very new.  

One example of this is a Carnelian 
Bay lakefront that sold for more than 
$23 million. With pine paneling and 
a great room framed by log scissor 
trusses, it looks like it was built in the 
1940s, but it’s actually less than 10 
years old. A Bruce Olson masterpiece, 
it captures the unique charm of homes 
built with organic materials like gran-
ite and the big timbers reminiscent of 
Tahoe’s early days.

On the East Shore, the sprawling lake-
front estate Crystal Pines sold for $32 
million. It embraces a contemporary 
aesthetic at the opposite end of the 
spectrum with a bright, airy interior 
framed by massive walls of windows 
looking out over Lake Tahoe.

The extremes could also be seen in 
Martis Camp, which has in recent 
years kept pace with lakefront prices. 

Nine of this year’s top 10 sales 
on the California side of Lake 
Tahoe were in Martis Camp, 
two of which are brand-new 
homes that represent a 
departure from the fl at-roofed, 
uber-contemporary designs 
of past years. Steep-pitched 
roofs, gables, and French 
oak fl ooring combine with 
light-fi lled interiors to make 
these homes, which are selling 

for upwards of $13 million, more of a 
mountain modern design, gracefully 
combining the old and the new.

The same trend was evident at the 
lower price points in communities like 
Tahoe Donner, where Marlette-style 
homes of the late 1970s to early 1980s 
fl ew off the shelves with multiple offers 
and over-asking prices.

The Marlette is a rafter- and beam-style 
cabin that was built on many Tahoe lots 
during that period. An architectural 
design in which the roof is supported 
by rafters (as opposed to engineered 
trusses), it has garnered an increasingly 
large fan base. And whether updated 
or original, garage or no garage, the 
Marlettes for sale this year were met 
with bidding wars.  

One little Marlette on Tahoe Donner’s 
Glacier Way, dated and with almost 
all of its original 1980 fi nishes, sold 
for $1,175,000 — 38% over ask in 
just four days on the market. Another 

highly upgraded Marlette on Lausanne 
(with no garage) closed at $1.1 million 
(asking price: $865,000).

Many markets were characterized by 
low inventory, but strong demand in 
some neighborhoods pushed prices up 
and led to bidding wars.

Tahoe Donner broke all records with 
a median sales price so far this year of 
$1.3 million, inching up 13% over the 
previous year and setting a new record 
for this community in the hills above 
Truckee, where homes historically sold 
for less than $1 million on average.

While we saw 65 Tahoe Donner homes 
change hands by the end of April, on 
most weekends there was as little as a 
handful of homes to show buyers, and 
the vast majority sold at or over asking, 
on average 10% over the listed price.

Although the median sales price in 
many communities around Tahoe/
Truckee has hit an all-time high, smart 
pricing remained key to successful 
sales.

Homes that were over-priced out the 
gate succumbed to price reductions 
and often sold for less than they would 
have if they were priced correctly from 
the start. A handful of Tahoe Donner 
homes over-reaching in the $1 million 
to $2 million range sold for more than 
10% under asking, which shows the 
market has its limits.

That was also true in Incline Village, 
where a little more than half of the 
homes sold this year closed below the 
asking price. In a market where price 
negotiations were once again becom-
ing fashionable, there was nonetheless 
a strong buyer preference for rafter-
and-beam construction: One nicely 
remodeled lakeview home with steep-
pitched, framed roofs and big-timber 
trusses sold for a little more than $5.5 
million ($230,000 over asking).

~ Please call or email me for a com-
plimentary evaluation of your home or 
neighborhood value. Jackie Ginley (775) 
391-9443; jackie@tahoeishome.com

HOME FRONT

Something Old, 
Something New
Buyers seeking homes at 

opposite ends of style spectrum

BEAMING: If they aren’t looking for modern-day designs, area buyers have been seeking classic 
Tahoe beam-and-rafter construction, such as this property at 12540 Lausanne Way in Tahoe Donner. 
Photo by Chris Beck Photography for Jason Waters, Tahoe Mountain Realty

HOW’S THE MARKET
By Jackie Ginley
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Tahoe gardeners wishing 
to attract pollinators such 
as bees, butterfl ies, and 
hummingbirds will fi nd 
the answer in planting a 
combination of natives and 
hardy perennials. A gift 
to Mother Earth, this will 
also increase the ecological 
function of their yards. It’s 
all about relationships!

First, add natives. 
California’s native plants 
are unique, and Tahoe’s 
are even more so. They 
endure heavy snow for six 

to eight months, 
short summer 

growing sea-
sons, extreme 
and rapid 
temperature 
swings, and 

low humidity. 
They survive in 

Tahoe’s limited topsoil by 
using an intricate network 
of root-like fi laments 
called mycorrhizal fungi, 
which share nutrients and 
water with neighboring 
plants. They’ve co-evolved 
with native insects and 
birds to be dependent 
on each other for their 
reproduction. Native 
plants are hosts for but-
terfl ies and moths, which 
use these plants as a food 
source through various 
stages of their lives. In 
turn, the plants are then 
pollinated and dispersed 
by butterfl ies, bees, and 
birds. Their existence is 
interconnected, and one 
cannot survive without the 
other. A pollinator garden 
with native plants supports 
native habitats.

Second, add non-native 
hardy perennials. Hardy 
perennials and shrubs are 
not native. Yet after being 
successfully cultivated 
for over a century here in 
Tahoe, they have adapted 
to our climate, soils, and 
water availability, and can 

be combined with natives 
to support a thriving pol-
linator garden. They will 
provide long-lasting bursts 
of color, inviting birds, 
bees, and butterfl ies.

Third, plant for continu-
ous bloom throughout 
the summer. Pollinators 
like bees, butterfl ies, and 
hummingbirds need pollen 
and nectar throughout the 
adult phase of their lives, 
so make sure to plan for 
blooms in early, mid, and 
late summer. Use guides 
such as Calscape, and chat 
with the nursery staff at 
Tahoe Tree Company and 
Villager Nursery to gather 
insights into your best 
planting combinations. 
Depending on how much 
sun, shade, or moisture 
your garden receives, you 
can choose plants that will 
add colorful blooms from 
May through September. 

Finally, be patient. It 
takes time for a pollinator 
garden to come into its 
own. While one of the 
benefi ts of using native 

plants is their water 
independence, it can take 
two to three years for your 
nursery-bought natives to 
develop their root systems. 
In that time, they’ll be 
dependent on you for 
supplemental water. Once 
established, though, a 
native garden will need 
minimal watering during 
the dry summer months, 
a far-reaching investment 
in our environment and its 
many habitats.

Pollinator gardens reap 
rewards on many fronts. 
You’ll be met with splashes 
of color all summer, and 
you’ll share it with the 
many pollinators who’ll 
come to call your garden 
habitat their 
home. 

HOME FRONT

Garden Variety
Creating a warm welcome to attract local pollinators

BY LIANNE NALL
Special to Moonshine Ink

SPACE IT UP

^ EYE SPY: Bees make a pit stop at some black-eyed 
Susans at Tahoe Tree Company. Photos by Lianne Nall

< ALL AFLUTTER: A tiger swallowtail butterfl y perches 
atop a pincushion fl ower ( Scabiosa caucasica  spp.).

Illustration by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink
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EARLY SUMMER
NATIVE SHRUBS (WOODY, TALLEST)

Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia): attracts native bees; a host plant to butterfl ies, like the 
California hairstreak; berries are eaten by birds and other wildlife.
Sierra Currant (Ribes nevadense): fl owers attract hummingbirds, bees, and other insects; host plant 
for butterfl ies, like the tailed copper.
Willows (Salix scouleriana and Salix geyeriana): attract native bees, birds, butterfl ies, and moths; 
host plants for butterfl ies like the western tiger swallow tail.

NATIVE HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS (NON-WOODY, MID-HEIGHT)
Prairie smoke (Geum trifl orum): attracts butterfl ies and moths; host plant for moths, like the garden 
tiger moth.
Columbine (Aquillegia formosa): attracts birds, bees, and butterfl ies; host plant to butterfl ies and 
moths like the orange tortrix moth

MID-SUMMER
NATIVE SHRUBS (WOODY, TALLEST)

Elderberry (Sambucus racemosa and Sambucus nigra): one of the most important sources of food 
for birds in California; host plant for butterfl ies and moths like the white-lined sphynx.
Red-twig dogwood (Cornus sericea): attracts native bees and is a host for butterfl ies and moths, 
like the polyphemus moth. The berries are eaten by birds and other wildlife.

NATIVE HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS (NON-WOODY, MID-HEIGHT)
Blue fl ax (Linum lewisii): attracts butterfl ies and is a host plant for moths and butterfl ies like the 
variegated fritillary.
Yarrow (Achillea millefolium): attracts birds, bees, and butterfl ies; host plant for butterfl ies and 
moths, like the Smeathmann’s aethes moth.

LATE SUMMER
NATIVE SHRUBS (WOODY, TALLEST)

Thimbleberry (Rubus parvifl orus): attracts native bees, honeybees, and bumblebees like the yellow-
banded day sphinx.
Western Spirea (Spirea douglasii): attracts native bees and is a host plant for butterfl ies and moths, 
like the Lorquin’s admiral.
Sierra Twinberry (Lonicera involucrate): attracts birds, hummingbirds, and bees, host plant for 
butterfl ies like the variable checkerspot.

NATIVE HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS (NON-WOODY, MID-HEIGHT)
Sulfur Buckwheat (Eriogonum umbellatum): attracts birds, bees, and butterfl ies; host plant to 
butterfl ies, like the Acmon blue. 
Mountain Larkspur (Delphinium glaucum): attracts hummingbirds, bees, and moths; host plant for 
butterfl ies and moths like the bilobed looper moth.

HOME FRONT

Pollinator Gardening in Tahoe
Each plant will attract different pollinators, so plan for a variety of species and think 
about the heights, color, and texture that will bring the most interest to your garden. 

Here are some plants, their blooms times, and the pollinators they attract throughout 
the summer:

Hardy perennials will 
bloom alongside the 
natives, providing 
pollen and nectar for 
bees, butterfl ies, and 
hummingbirds. Some 
examples include: 

EARLY SUMMER
Violets (Viola spp.)
Bleeding Heart 
(Dicentra spp.)
Strawberry (Fragaria 
spp.)
Lilac (Syringia vulgaris)

MID SUMMER
Creeping Phlox (Phlox 
spp.)
Peony (Paeonia spp.)
Hollyhock (Alcea rosea)
Daylily (Hemerocallis 
spp.)

LATE SUMMER
Black-Eyed Susan
(Rudbeckia hirta)
Anenome (Anenome 
spp.)
Bee Balm (Monarda 
spp.)
Cone Flower (Echinacea 
spp.)

FLOWER POWER: Stonecrop (Sedum spp.) is a plant native to the 
Sierra Nevada and the perfect addition to any pollinator-friendly 
garden.

775-391-9443 | Jackie@TahoeisHome.com  | www.TahoeisHome.com | Broker NV. 145245 CA. 1969342
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INTERNATIONALINTERNATIONAL

Bees
Rock!

~ Stoddy
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Willows (Salix scouleriana and Salix geyeriana): attract native bees, birds, butterfl ies, and moths; 
host plants for butterfl ies like the western tiger swallow tail.

NATIVE HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS (NON-WOODY, MID-HEIGHT)
Prairie smoke (Geum trifl orum): attracts butterfl ies and moths; host plant for moths, like the garden 
tiger moth.
Columbine (Aquillegia formosa): attracts birds, bees, and butterfl ies; host plant to butterfl ies and 
moths like the orange tortrix moth

MID SUMMER
NATIVE SHRUBS (WOODY, TALLEST)

Elderberry (Sambucus racemosa and Sambucus nigra): one of the most important sources of food 
for birds in California; host plant for butterfl ies and moths like the white-lined sphynx.
Red-twig dogwood (Cornus sericea): attracts native bees and is a host for butterfl ies and moths, 
like the polyphemus moth. The berries are eaten by birds and other wildlife.

NATIVE HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS (NON-WOODY, MID-HEIGHT)
Blue fl ax (Linum lewisii): attracts butterfl ies and is a host plant for moths and butterfl ies like the 
variegated fritillary.
Yarrow (Achillea millefolium): attracts birds, bees, and butterfl ies; host plant for butterfl ies and 
moths, like the Smeathmann’s aethes moth.

LATE SUMMER
NATIVE SHRUBS (WOODY, TALLEST)

Thimbleberry (Rubus parvifl orus): attracts native bees, honeybees, and bumblebees like the yellow-
banded day sphinx.
Western Spirea (Spirea douglasii): attracts native bees and is a host plant for butterfl ies and moths, 
like the Lorquin’s admiral.
Sierra Twinberry (Lonicera involucrate): attracts birds, hummingbirds, and bees, host plant for 
butterfl ies like the variable checkerspot.

NATIVE HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS (NON-WOODY, MID-HEIGHT)
Sulfur Buckwheat (Eriogonum umbellatum): attracts birds, bees, and butterfl ies; host plant to 
butterfl ies, like the Acmon blue. 
Mountain Larkspur (Delphinium glaucum): attracts hummingbirds, bees, and moths; host plant for 
butterfl ies and moths like the bilobed looper moth.

HOME FRONT

Pollinator Gardening in Tahoe
Each plant will attract different pollinators, so plan for a variety of species and think 
about the heights, color, and texture that will bring the most interest to your garden. 

Here are some plants, their blooms times, and the pollinators they attract throughout 
the summer:

Hardy perennials will 
bloom alongside the 
natives, providing 
pollen and nectar for 
bees, butterfl ies, and 
hummingbirds. Some 
examples include: 

EARLY SUMMER
Violets (Viola spp.)
Bleeding Heart 
(Dicentra spp.)
Strawberry (Fragaria 
spp.)
Lilac (Syringia vulgaris)

MID SUMMER
Creeping Phlox (Phlox 
spp.)
Peony (Paeonia spp.)
Hollyhock (Alcea rosea)
Daylily (Hemerocallis 
spp.)

LATE SUMMER
Black-Eyed Susan
(Rudbeckia hirta)
Anenome (Anenome 
spp.)
Bee Balm (Monarda 
spp.)
Cone Flower (Echinacea 
spp.)

FLOWER POWER: Stonecrop (Sedum spp.) is a plant native to the 
Sierra Nevada and the perfect addition to any pollinator-friendly 
garden.

775-391-9443 | Jackie@TahoeisHome.com  | www.TahoeisHome.com | Broker NV. 145245 CA. 1969342
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MOUNTAIN LIFE

Fa c i n g  t h e 
c o l l e g e  a p p l i c a t i o n 

p ro c e s s  h e a d - o n

Though the 
selective 

college applica-
tion process 
takes dedication, hard work, 
and time, it can pay off even 
for the least advantaged in 
our community. My name is 
Iran Pacheco Martinez and 
this fall I will be attending 
Bowdoin College in Maine. 
I’m writing this with my 
friend Laura Bravo, who 
will be attending Stanford 
University. We’re here to 
share some insights into 
what the admissions process 
looked like for us as low-
income, Latinx women.

Growing up, we often heard 
about the importance of 
education and attending 
college if we wanted to avoid 
the same low-wage, service-
industry existences as our 
parents. Yet as local, fi rst-
generation teens, fi guring 

out how to 
navigate the 
highly selec-
tive admissions 

process presented a real chal-
lenge. Fortunately, we have 
learned the following lessons 
along the way and wanted 
to share them with kids who 
are aspiring to pursue higher 
education, regardless of their 
socio-economic status.

Whose dream is it?
A major part of this process 
is to know before applying 
if you are doing this for 
yourself or simply to honor 
parental expectations. If 
you are doing it for yourself, 
then no matter how much 
work there is, you will follow 
through with the process, 
keeping in mind that your 
work will pay off. In our case, 
our motivation came from 
ending the cultural barrier 

in which you think you have 
to settle for low paying 
jobs with few resources to 
pursue your dream. However, 
continuing education is a 
path we have chosen to take, 
which will bring more oppor-
tunity not only for ourselves 
but for future generations.  

Make the Grade
Grind for those high achiev-
ing grades in challenging 
classes! Perhaps it’s cliché, 
but we found that this is 
super important during the 
admissions process. Not only 
can it improve your perfor-
mance as a student, but it’s 
also an important factor at 
which colleges look. And 
be sure to apply for Early 
Action/Early Decision to a 
college.

Get Involved
In addition to grades, being 
involved can make you 
stand out. This includes 
joining school clubs. Take 
into consideration what you 
are passionate about as well 
as what you can gain from 
participating in a particular 
club. Look to join summer 
programs that will enhance 
leadership skills such as 
Adventure Risk Challenge, 
Indiana University’s MEET 
Kelley business program, or 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union’s National Advocacy 
Institute’s High School 
Program, to name a few. We 
also found that college fall 
diversity programs are super 
helpful in determining the 
kind of environment you 
wish to be in during your 
college experience. Doing all 
this will allow you to write 
essays about your experience 
being in a summer program, 
participating in a club, doing 
community service, etc. and 
explain how you made an 
impact or how it impacted 
you. While grades and being 
involved are important, 
enjoying the steps you are 
taking to achieve your goal is 
important too.

Path to the Future
Something that made the 
college application process 
easier for both of us was 
coming to terms with what 
we wanted to do after high 
school. That’s not to say you 
must have your entire life 
fi gured out, but it’s helpful 
to start thinking about plans 

after graduating. Some 
questions to ask yourself in 
order to help this process 
can include: What are your 
career interests/passions? 
What are your skills? Do you 
wish to enter straight into the 
workforce? Are you thinking 
about community college? 
There really is no single path 
to follow after high school, it 
is up to you to decide!

Once you enter your junior 
year, if you still have it clear 
in your mind that you want 
to continue education after 
high school, begin looking 
for help. Find someone who 
can advise you on your next 
steps. It can be through 
school counselors, college 
advisors, or a local organiza-
tion that helps seniors. For 
both of us, this was possible 
with the help of college 
admissions preparatory pro-
gram La Fuerza Latina, the 
staff and teachers at North 
Tahoe High School, and 
the people who contributed 
through this whole process.
Though our living circum-
stances often made us doubt 
the possibility of attending 
college, through guidance, 
mentorship, and hard work, 
we now have opportunities 
that we were not born into. 
Gaining these experiences 
not only inspired us to leave 
a legacy for other students in 
similar situations, but it also 
helped us see that college 
is for everyone, regardless of 
what your background looks 
like. 

BY LAURA BRAVO AND 
IRAN PACHECO MARTINEZ

SCHOLARLY ADVICE: North Tahoe High School seniors Iran Pacheco Martinez (left) and Laura Bravo have 
learned a lot throughout the process of applying to college. Come the start of the next academic year, 
Martinez will be heading to Maine to attend Bowdoin College, while Bravo will remain in California to go 
to Stanford University. Courtesy photo
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Late-season snow covers the 
raised beds at the Community 

Garden in Truckee’s Regional Park. 
Beneath the frosty layer, the earthen 
soils lay in wait, on the verge of 
coming to life as volunteers begin to 
work the land in preparation for the 
summer growing season. By July, the 
plots will be bursting with a bounty 
of freshly grown produce, ranging 
from beans, lettuce, and squash to 
potatoes, herbs, and more.

“Usually, mid-May we begin 
prepping both the Food Bank and 
Community gardens. We can start 
things for the [Food Bank Garden] 
earlier in our new greenhouse, 
which we built last year,” said Slow 
Food President Trish Geary. “We 
don’t typically begin planting in 
the outside beds until June 15. 
That’s the general rule of thumb at 
high desert climate.”

Funded by both the Martis Camp 
Community Foundation and the 
Lahontan Community Foundation, 
the greenhouse is part of the Food 
Bank Garden. Created last year, the 
addition of the Food Bank Garden 

doubled the size of Community 
Garden as a whole, for a total of 
approximately 4,800 square feet of 
gardening space.

“A hundred percent of the food 
that’s grown is donated to Sierra 
Community House and they distrib-
ute that food to those in need on their 
distribution days,” Geary said of the 
Food Bank portion of the garden.

Once the winter snows have melted, 
there is a lot of work to be done 
just to get the gardens in shape for 
growing season. All the of the beds 
need to be uncovered and repairs 
must be made to any that sustained 
damage over the winter. The beds 
are then sealed with linseed oil to 
protect the wood from the elements. 
Compost is readied and soil is pre-
pared for planting. The entire area 
must be raked and cleaned while the 
irrigation system and greenhouse 
are also prepped for the season.

“Slow Food is responsible for 
taking care of both gardens but 
has more responsibility in the 
Food Bank Garden since the 
[Community Garden] has renters 

responsible for their individual 
plots once the season is rolling,” 
Geary said. “We have a garden 
committee, which includes a 
garden director, and a newly hired 
garden manager who works for the 
season to manage the space and 
coordinate all volunteer workdays.”

Although grants and fundraising 
have enabled the creation of a full-
time garden manager position for 
this season, the Food Bank Garden 
remains volunteer driven.

“Anybody can go and volunteer in 
the Food Bank Garden on Mondays 
or Wednesdays,” Geary said. 
“Mondays are harvest days once the 
season gets going. Wednesday is 
always a workday.”

It’s not unusual for whole families 
to show up to volunteer together. 
There’s even a Kids’ Garden area, 
complete with a sandbox and play 
vegetables so even the littlest 
helpers can learn about gardening 
and feel included in the volunteer 
work effort.

Beds in the Community Garden are 
rented to members of the public 
who desire to grow fresh produce 
but don’t have a location to do so. 
This year, there are a total of 35 
beds, fi ve of which are elevated 
ADA accessible beds. Set to be 
built at the start of the season, the 
ADA beds are being added to make 
it easier for those who can’t get on 
their knees but still would like to 
work a garden.

 SOUL KITCHEN

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

Labor 
of

GROWTH POTENTIAL: Slow Food Lake Tahoe acquired Project Mana’s Truckee Demonstration Garden 
in 2013, but it wasn’t until 2015 — following a complete overhaul — that the space reopened. In June 
2021, it was re-established as the Community Garden. Courtesy photos
COOL BEAN: Slow Food Lake Tahoe board member McKenna Bean shows off a harvest of squash.
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Various bed sizes are available at 
a sliding scale rate of $25 to $100. 
Scholarships are available. Funded 
by donations, this enables those 
who can’t afford a plot the ability 
to attain one. Individuals who rent 
beds maintain them and get to 
harvest the fruits (and vegetables!) 
of their labor.

The Community Garden gates 
are locked at night since those 
beds are rented and designated to 
specific people. The Food Bank 
Garden, however, is always open. 
This is largely because of the public 
compost bins inside the garden, and 
anyone can drop compost there at 
any time of day.

“We are extremely humbled 
and grateful by the success we 
realized the past couple years,” 
Geary said. “Navigating the 
pandemic was no easy task, but 
with our dedicated group of 
volunteers and the strong sup-
port from individual donors and 
community organizations, we 
exceeded all of our expectations 
and have been able to cultivate 
a strong foundation of projects 
and programs that help increase 
local food security through 
education and demonstration.”

Volunteer to work at Slow Food 
Lake Tahoe’s Community and 
Food Bank gardens by click-
ing on the Get Involved tab at 
slowfoodlaketahoe.org. 

SOUL KITCHEN

DIRTY DEEDS: There is 24-hour access to the public composting bins in the Food Bank Garden.
CAN YOU DIG IT? Volunteer Mary Fritz spends time working the land in the garden.
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Girls on the Run – Sierras, a 
program that seeks to enhance 

both the physical and emotional 
capabilities of girls, is celebrating 15 
years in the Tahoe region. What began 
with a group of eight girls in Truckee, 
has since expanded to North Tahoe and 
Reno, reaching more than 650 girls in 
the 2019 season. Its outdoor focus and a 
strong commitment from the board and 
staff enabled GOTR to come through 
the pandemic strongly, with a big group 
of girls participating this spring.

“We are equipping our youth with soft 
skills that they will be able to carry 
with them through their school years 

and as they become adults in the 
community,” said Girls on the Run – 
Sierras Executive Director Joy Heuer. 

One of those adults who is still 
benefi ting from the program is Kellie 
Holman, who served as a junior 
coach in Tahoe City in 2009 and 
2010 while she was a student at 
North Tahoe High School. Being a 
coach motivated Holman toward her 
career choice: She is now a middle-
school counselor in San Diego.

“It was amazing seeing all the 
techniques GOTR uses, connecting 
mental health with physical health,” 

Holman said. “I still use the ideas I 
learned at Girls on the Run today. It 
really touches the fundamentals of 
what I deal with in middle school: 
gossip, self-love, body image — all 
really good tools for middle school.”

The program is for third- through 
fi fth-grade girls, with a spring session 
in the North Tahoe/Truckee area 
and both spring and fall sessions in 
Reno. The teams meet after school 
twice a week for 10 weeks and 
culminate their time together with 
a celebratory 5k event at which the 

girls are joined by an adult running 
buddy. In those 10 weeks, the girls 
learn how to be good friends to each 
other and to stand up for themselves. 
They are taught the importance of 
proper nutrition and hydration, and 
how being active can help both their 
bodies and their minds. 

“I love the 5K — seeing all the 
different teams coming together and 
getting their running buddies, and 
seeing all that communal love in one 
place,” said Abby Osborn, a Girls on 
the Run coach for seven years. 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

TRAINING DAY: Participants in Girls on the Run learn not only about athleticism, but also 
sportsmanship and the importance of proper nutrition and hydration. Courtesy photos

LIFE LESSONS: Skills learned through Girls on the Run extend well beyond athletics. Participants are learning about things like setting goals and working as a team while also building 
relationships and boosting self-confidence.

BY TIM HAUSERMAN 
Special to Moonshine Ink
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“It makes me cry every time. Seeing 
the girls running across the fi nish line; 
they are pumped.”

Osborn says she wishes GOTR had 
been around when she was a girl.

“It’s right at the time that girls have all 
these changes socially, emotionally, and 
physically,” she said. “It’s a really sweet 
outlet.” 

Osborn also feels it’s important for girls 
of this age to build relationships with 
other adults who can be mentors.

“Especially right now, these kids 
have had to spend so much time with 
their nuclear family and not many 
interactions with other adults,” she said. 
“In Girls on the Run, they are learning 
how to develop relationships with other 
adults. I get to be the cool aunt.”

Mike Valim has been a Girls on the 
Run board member for three years. 
He joined because he knew several 
board members and was impressed by 

their energy and commitment to the 
program.

“What hooked me was going to 
my fi rst 5K,” he said. “They were 
beaming with satisfaction, pride, and 
confi dence. It was truly remarkable.”

In 2021, since the program couldn’t be 
hosted in the schools, Tahoe Mountain 
Club, where Valim works as director 
of club sales, hosted the girls at Old 

Greenwood. “I got to go to most of the 
practices and I saw these kids who barely 
knew each other at fi rst developing 
friendships and being supportive towards 
each other,” Valim said.  

Now in eighth grade, Emma Silvern 
was in Girls on the Run in third and 
fourth grade. She said she joined the 
program with several friends but has 
made many more new friends since 
joining GOTR.

“Together we learned ways to build 
our self-confi dence, become a team, 
set goals, and serve our community,” 
Silvern said. “I still try to use these 
GOTR qualities on my track, 
mountain biking, and ski teams, in 
school, and in my everyday life. It just 
makes things more fun and creates 
better experiences.”

There are plenty of ways for the 
community to get involved with 
supporting Girls on the Run – Sierras. 
You can become a coach or volunteer 
at the 5K race, which is part of the 
Truckee Running Festival held on 
June 4 at Riverview Park. Donations 
to the nonprofi t organization are also 
welcomed.

Learn more about Girls on the Run – 
Sierras at girlsontherunsierras.org. 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

FUN AND GAMES: The Girls on the Run program 
meets twice a week for 10 weeks, during which 
time the girls work hard and play hard (above). 
The program culminates with a 5k run at the end 
of every season (right).
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It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re 3 or 30 — when 

you walk through the 
doors of the KidZone 
Museum, something magi-
cal happens. For children, 
it’s like walking through 
a portal into another 
land, a place where they 
can be anyone and do 
anything. For the grown-
ups in their lives, it’s a 
way to get out of the 
house and connect with 
other adults. 

For three decades, the 
KidZone has fi lled a 
niche in Truckee and 
the surrounding North 
Tahoe communities that 
is otherwise unavailable 
without driving to Reno 
or trekking over the 
summit to Sacramento 
and San Francisco. As 
the region has grown 
throughout the decades, 
the longstanding place 
for hands-on learning 
disguised as play has 
grown just the same.

Playtime is the root 
of learning, explained 

KidZone Director Carol 
Meagher.

“It’s really [about] brain 
development,” she said. 
“That fi rst fi ve years, 
they have to get those 
cognitive social skills 
and gross motor [and 
fi ne] motor skills … 
so they actually can 
accomplish higher learn-
ing later in life.”

With a target audience 
up to age 5, what kids 
get at the museum is 
repeat play, in which 
they can play with things 
a different way every day. 
The current repeat play 
exhibit, which changes 
about every three years, 
is a small-scale historic 
Truckee, complete 
with a train, Chinese 
herb shop, restaurant, 
Truckee Hotel, and 
Coburn Station.

“Often, kids come in here and they 
forget that it’s play and that it’s not 
real. What’s a little bit different than 
some museums is you could play 
in this whole area,” says Meagher, 
motioning toward the whole of the 
room. “We have different play ele-
ments, but it’s all combined as one 
theme and they can play with it in 
hundreds of different ways … They 
could make a whole town in here. 
They can be a train conductor or cook 
in the kitchen and have a family or sell 
tickets or take care of the horses.” The 
only limit is their imagination.

Meagher’s eyes light up when she 
talks of watching kids playing and 
how rewarding it is to watch the 
proverbial wheels turning in their 
heads as they work through the 
thought process. They don’t realize 
it, but everything they do at that 
age is a learning experience.

There has been a call from some 
parents to add more STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
art, and mathematics) elements 
to the museum. While STEAM 
programming is an integral part of 
education, Meagher says, children 
must fi rst learn the basics.

“Children have to first have good 
[brain] development before they 
can even do STEAM. If they 
don’t have the brain development 
by [age] 5, they’re not going to 
be successful in school later,” 
she said. “Some parents will say, 
‘playing with the train and stuff, 
that’s fine and everything, but … ’ 
They really don’t know how valuable 
that is. That interaction, those kids, 
that’s how they actually are learning 
and how they’re going to be success-
ful later in life.”

The KidZone also fosters socializa-
tion — and not just for the kids. 
Parents, too, have reaped the benefi ts 
of social interaction with others.

“I moved here 18 and a half years 
ago. I was nine months pregnant 
with number two and I had a 
2-and-a-half-year old,” recalled 
Kristin Henry, longtime director 
of the Truckee Rec Department’s 
Grasshopper and Butterfl y preschool 
programs. “I moved here with my 
then-husband and had zero friends 
or family.”

Henry had moved from the coast 
and was accustomed to neither 
the altitude nor the harsh Tahoe 
winters. Her husband was working 
a lot, and she found herself alone 
and tired from being pregnant and 
adjusting to living at high altitude. 
When she discovered the KidZone, it 
was life changing. Three years later, 
she divorced from her husband and 
found support through fellow moms 
at the KidZone.

“That place was like my safe haven to 
go when it was just really a challenging 
time,” Henry said. “They provided … 
all the things that the kids needed and 
all the extra love from people [who] 
just were open-ended teachers and 
second mamas to my kids, and [they] 
all remain my best friends to this day.”

It’s not just Henry who has experi-
enced the lasting benefi ts of spending 
time at the KidZone. Her oldest son, 
Logan, was “obsessed” with airplanes 
when she fi rst started bringing him 
there. The exhibit at the time featured 
an actual airplane kids could play in.

“I’d take him there every day and 
he would play in the airplane every 
time,” she recalled. “Now he’s a 
helicopter pilot and I totally credit 

It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re 3 or 30 — when 

you walk through the 
doors of the KidZone 
Museum, something magi-
cal happens. For children, 
it’s like walking through 
a portal into another 
land, a place where they 
can be anyone and do 
anything. For the grown-
ups in their lives, it’s a 
way to get out of the 
house and connect with 
other adults. 

Zoning in on Playtime
Truckee’s KidZone Museum marks 30 years

With a target audience 
up to age 5, what kids 
get at the museum is 
repeat play, in which 
they can play with things 
a different way every day. 
The current repeat play 
exhibit, which changes 
about every three years, 
is a small-scale historic 
Truckee, complete 
with a train, Chinese 
herb shop, restaurant, 
Truckee Hotel, and 

BY JULIANA DEMAREST  |  Moonshine Ink

tickets or take care of the horses.” The 

talks of watching kids playing and 

thought process. They don’t realize 

(science, technology, engineering, 

programming is an integral part of 
education, Meagher says, children 

“Children have to first have good 

don’t have the brain development 

that’s fine and everything, but … ’ 
They really don’t know how valuable “That place was like my safe haven to 

KIDZONE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Carol 
Meagher smiles with delight whenever she 
talks about watching kids learn new things.

ARTS & CULTURE

AIRFLOW: Kids will spend hours following the fl ow of 

scarves through the air tubes at KidZone. Of course, they 

also sometimes try to fl ow through the tubes things that 

don’t belong — such as trains from the nearby train table. 

Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink 

EST. 1992: The train inside KidZone’s repeat play area 
marks the date of the year the museum was founded. disguised as play has 

grown just the same.

of learning, explained 
KidZone Director Carol 
Meagher.

“It’s really [about] brain 
development,” she said. 
“That fi rst fi ve years, 
they have to get those 
cognitive social skills 
and gross motor [and 
fi ne] motor skills … 
so they actually can 
accomplish higher learn-
ing later in life.”

With a target audience 

accomplish higher learn-
ing later in life.”

With a target audience 

marks the date of the year the museum was founded. 

TRAINING DAY: The train table is always a hit with the kids. 
So much so that it’s not unusual for kids to innocently pocket a 
train or two on the way out. The table was crafted by local dad 
Eric Bacon when his own sons were just little boys.
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the KidZone for giving him 
a little bit of that spark to 
want to become a pilot.”

When Henry eventually 
remarried and had a daugh-
ter, the KidZone continued 
to play an important role in 
her family life. So much so, 
that she and her husband, 
Mark Henry, joined the 
nonprofit’s board.

The KidZone has come a 
long way from its humble 
beginning as a storefront 
nestled between Tacos 
Jalisco and 7-Eleven in 
1992. And just as it outgrew 
its original home, the 
museum is now looking 
ahead to the future. The 
demand for services was 
already growing as the 
years passed by. But now, 
the surge of new residents 
in the area brought on by 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
real estate boom has the 
KidZone bursting at the 
seams. Not to mention that 
the temporary structure 
which houses it behind 
Truckee High School has 
exceeded its life expectancy.

“The tent is expiring,” 
Meagher said. “The lifespan 
was 20 years, and we are 
in our 25th year. But the 
manufacturer has looked at 
it; the frame is fine.”

The KidZone, formally 
called the Sierra Nevada 
Children’s Museum, could 
be in its new home at 
Truckee Regional Park as 

soon as 2025. It will sit 
upon 2 acres behind the 
Truckee Rodeo grounds 
on land leased from the 
Truckee Donner Parks and 
Recreation District for 30 
years, with an option to 
renew for up to 70 years.

“We hope to have half of 
the funding by the end of 
this year,” Meagher said. 
“If we do, then we can start 
building next year. That’s 
our goal.”

The new facility is the stuff 
that dreams are made of for 
children’s museum directors, 
and it will make Meagher’s 
dream of expanding services 
to include kids through high 
school age become a reality.

“We’ll take all of what we 
do here, bring it over there, 
and then expand it to kids 
through high school,” she 
said, noting that parents 
frequently request pro-
gramming for older kids, 
especially since there are 
few options for those who 
aren’t into sports. “They 
do get forgotten. They can 
often not feel part of the 
community or have a strong 
peer group or even have 
an opportunity to develop 
that.”

That’s where the STEAM 
programming will really 
come into play.

The new facility will 
maintain all the favorite 
things guests have come 

to love about KidZone 
over the years, such as 
the repeat play exhibits, 
playground structure, art 
room, infant area, and the 
ever-popular airflow tubes. 
The overall aesthetic will 
bring the outside inside with 
nature-based themes rooted 
in air, earth, and water. 
What’s new and exciting is 
the addition of a STEAM 
lab — which will be key to 
programming for older kids 
and teens — an interactive 
water feature, a “den” for 
teenagers, and an expanded 
outdoor area.

Perhaps what Meagher is 
most excited about, how-
ever, is an area designed 
specifically for those with 
special needs. It will be 
strategically located at the 
front of the building so 
those with special needs 
don’t have to risk sensory 
overload by walking through 
the entire facility, which can 
be overwhelming.

“It will really be the only 
dedicated space for children 
and families with special 
needs in the region,” she 
said. “Some of our families 
have come to us saying they 
want specific opportunities 
for their children with spe-
cial needs, and that’s what 
we are aiming to provide.”

KidZone has long hosted 
a Special Night at the 
Museum. Designed around 
parental feedback, the 

museum hosts profession-
als in areas like physical 
therapy who work with 
children with special needs. 
They do activities and talk 
with parents about different 
programs and activities they 
could do with their kids.

“We’re going to continue to 
seek expert skill to make 

sure that we provide the 
best of the best for our 
museum that help kids 
with a variety of develop-
mental needs,” Meagher 
said. “We’re building the 
foundation for learning [for 
all kids]. That’s what the 
museum does. But it will be 
growing to serve older kids 
even more.”

Ta
ho

e Int
egrative Veterinary Care

Ask about exercises and 
techniques to prevent injury 

before it happens!

SUMMER PET FITNESS 
IS HOT RIGHT NOW

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee

530-582-1133
T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

the KidZone for giving him 
a little bit of that spark to 

soon as 2025. It will sit 
upon 2 acres behind the 

to love about KidZone 
over the years, such as 

museum hosts profession-
als in areas like physical 

sure that we provide the 
best of the best for our 

to love about KidZone 
over the years, such as 

ARTS & CULTURE

PLAYTIME: The play floor doubles the space for play and includes added learning like traveling exhibits on energy and power. A fire lookout in the towering trees will offer opportunities to learn about forest ecology. Renderings courtesy KidZone Museum

SUNRISE SPOT is a sensory exhibit area in the new building that helps build 

any child’s sensory development, especially children with disabilities.  
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TAP CALENDAR •  It doesn’t all fi t here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) Weekly talks at Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care; Great Victorian Artisans Fair in Sparks; Circus Camp for kids with Tahoe Flow Arts & Fitness; Truckee Certified 
Farmers Market; Open Stage Mondays at Alibi Ale Works - Truckee Public House. Courtesy photos

WEDNESDAYS

MONDAYS
ARTS & CULTURE | Show Your Stuff 
at Alibi’s Open Mic Nights
Alibi Ale Works - Truckee Public House 
presents Open Stage Mondays. Join 
these super-charged open mic nights 
with the legendary Steve Lavelle from 
6 to 9 p.m. Lavelle will be setting up a 
full stage with drums, bass amp, guitar 
amps, keys, and microphones avail-
able. Help bring the musical community 
together to showcase the local talent. 
From solo music to full bands, comedy, 
skits, dance, or whatever other tal-
ent you may have. Want to reserve a 
prime-time spot ahead of time? Send 
a one-minute video to tahoetalentcon-
nection@gmail.com. (Only one video, 
please.) Info: alialeworks.com

WELLNESS | Weekly Meditation
For Goodness Sake holds weekly medi-
tation sessions via Zoom every Monday 
night. Silent meditation starts at 5:30 
p.m. with introductions and check-in 
at 6 p.m. Partially guided meditation 
begins at 6:10 p.m. Meditation is a 
practice of shifting from thought to 
awareness. Sessions are led by Jon 
Weedn. Info: goodnesssake.org

Tuesdays
COMMUNITY | Farmers Market is 
Back for the Growing Season
The Truckee Certifi ed Farmers Market 
is now open for the 2022 season. Held 
weekly at the Truckee Regional Park on 
Old Brockway Road. Open from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. every Tuesday through Oct. 18. 
Info: truckeecertifi edfarmersmarket.com

Wednesdays
EDUCATION | Weekly Talks Begin 
at Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care
Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care in South Lake 

Tahoe is now holding weekly educa-
tional talks at the Outdoor Learning 
Center. The free, hour-long presenta-
tions are being offered through Sep-
tember by advance reservation only 
and will feature a rotating schedule of 
topics and expert presentations. All 
will include information about what to 
do if you encounter a bear, and what 
to do if you come across an orphaned 
or injured wild animal. Space at each 
event will be limited and schedules 
and sign-ups will be available on the 
LTWC website. Info: ltwc.org

Thursdays
COMMUNITY | Best Bingo Night 
Alibi Ale Works is keeping alive the 
Thursday bingo night tradition. What 
started as Incline Village’s best bingo 
night has transformed into one of the 
most ridiculous and outrageous bingo 
nights in all of Northern Nevada — 
maybe even anywhere in the West. 
It’s loud and it’ll put a smile on your 
face and a solid amount of beer in 
your belly. Gift cards are awarded 
to the winner of each round as well. 
Info: 6 p.m.; alibialeworks.comcom

WELLNESS | Addiction Recovery
Reno Buddhist Center offers a Bud-
dhism-inspired approach to recovery 
from addictions of all kinds. RBC is a 
community of people dedicated to 
the practices of mindfulness, compas-
sion, forgiveness, and generosity, us-
ing meditation and kindness to heal 
the pain and suffering that addic-
tion has caused in our lives and the 
ones of those around us. Teachings 
provide the framework for under-
standing that leads toward wellness. 
Weekly peer-led meetings include 
guided meditations, readings from 
various Buddhist recovery books, and 

group sharing and discussion. Open 
to people of all backgrounds and 
respectful of all recovery paths, these 
meetings are appropriate for anyone 
in, or interested in, recovery from any 
forms of addictive behavior. No prior 
meditation experience necessary. 
Always free; donations welcome. Info: 
6 p.m.; renobuddhistcenter.org

Thursdays through Fridays
COMMUNITY | Lunch for Seniors
In-person dining is back and now 
available for seniors at the Truckee 
Donner Senior Apartments Com-
munity Room. Seniors can dine in or 
take out lunches from noon to 12:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays through Fridays. No 
reservations are required. The cost is 
free; however, a voluntary contribu-
tion of $6 per meal is appreciated. 
If you don’t meet the senior require-
ment of 60-plus years of age, a sug-
gested contribution is $10 per meal. 
Info: sierraseniors.org

Throughout Summer
OUTDOORS | Tahoe Rim Trail   
Adventures for Adults, Kids
Enjoy guided backpack trips on the 
Tahoe Rim Trail all summer long with 
several different programs for adults 
and kids alike hosted by the Tahoe 
Rim Trail Association. Get outside 
and explore the beauty of the Tahoe 
Basin’s ridgeline this upcoming trail 
season with fellow trail lovers. All lev-
els of backpackers are welcome. The 
Taste of the TRT Program takes adults 
on four- or five-day backpacking 
trips on portions of the TRT. Partici-
pants will be supported every step, 
from pre-trip planning and meals to 
expert guides and water caches on 
dry stretches of trail. Trips dates are 

June 26 to 29, July 10 to 14, July 24 
to 27, and Aug. 7 to 11. Join all four 
trips and complete the entire trail. 
Youth Backcountry Camps for ages 
12 through 17 will be held June 15 
to 18, June 20 to 23, July 6 to 9, July 
13 to 16, and Aug. 10 to 13. Visit the 
TRTA’s Guided Hikes page online for 
pricing and other information. Info: 
tahoerimtrail.org

FAMILY | Circus Camps for Kids
Week-long circus camps at Tahoe 
Flow Arts & Fitness will immerse your 
child in the many flow arts includ-
ing aerial fabrics, hula hoop, dance, 
acrobatics, and more. Learning these 
skills will instill creativity, self-expres-
sion, and focus. Themed camps, held 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., include 
Fantasia for ages 7 to 12 July 11 to 
15; Lion King ages 4 to 6, July 18 to 
22; The Greatest Showman, ages 7 
to 12, July 25 to 29; and Cirque du 
Soleil, ages 7 to 12, Aug. 1 to 5. This 
may be the start of a new passion. 
Participants will need to bring a yoga 
mat, snacks, water bottle, sunscreen, 
and lunch each day. Price is $450 per 
session. This is a commitment-based 
enrollment, refunds and credit will 
not be given for missed days or time. 
Space is limited. Info: tahoeflow.com 

May 15
ARTS & CULTURE | Annual Craft Fair
Join the Miners Foundry in down-
town Nevada City from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. for the 11th Annual Nevada City 
Spring Craft Fair. Explore the works of 
over 70 of the top local Etsy craft-
ers, designers, and artisans featuring 
handmade home decor, apparel, bath 

See CALENDAR p. 48
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JUNE 3 TO 5
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The Donner Hare Scramble: 
June 11 and 12 at Donner Ski Ranch

Can you say, carnage? Because 
that’s what event promoter Brian 

Garrahan says you’re likely to see at 
this year’s Donner Hare Scramble. 
Considering the terrain on which 
the race takes place, you could say 
carnage comes with the territory. 
The Donner Hare Scramble is not for 
the faint of heart. This hardcore dirt 
bike race returns to Donner Summit 
this June 11 and 12 and promises to 
be a wild ride.

Held at Donner Ski Ranch in Norden, 
the Donner Hare Scramble is part of 
a series of events overseen by the 
American Motorcyclist Association’s 
District 36. As described in an 
October 2019 Moonshine Ink article, 
It Is Not Winter Yet, “specifically, 
a ‘hare scramble’ is a type of race 
designed for rugged, untamed 
courses that enter forests and 
erratic, steep terrain over several 
miles. A leader becomes the ‘hare,’ 
and the group has to catch her or 
him before a time limit expires, or 
a designated number of laps are 
completed.”

“This year it will be two separate 
events,” Garrahan explained. “A 
U.S. Hard Enduro and a D-36 Hare 
Scramble. Different courses, differ-
ent racers. [In] years past, it was just 
one or the other.”

Featured riders include Trystan 
Hart, 2021 Hard Enduro champ; 
Colton Hakker, three-time World 
Endurocross champion; and David 

Knight, four-time world champion. 
Local racers hitting the course 
include national ski champion 
Darron Rhalves, 2021 D-36 cham-
pion Justin Bonita, and D-36 2022 
points leader JT Baker.

Garrahan said he’s expecting 700 
to 900 participants, including 
spectators, with people coming 
from Arizona, Colorado, Ohio, 
and all over the country. The last 
round of the U.S. Hard Enduro was 
in Montana. From big hill climbs 
to rocks to granite slabs, the 8- to 
10-mile racecourse will span the 
whole of Donner Ski Ranch as riders 
hit the mud — or dust.

The event will kick off June 11 with 
kids racing from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
Hard Enduro will follow from 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. On Sunday, June 12, don’t 
miss the Pro D-36 event, as well as 
amatuer races, beginning at 9 a.m. 
Participants can register in-person 
at the event or online in advance 
via the U.S. Hard Enduro website 
at hardenduroraces.com or on the 
District 36 website at ama-d36.org. 
Fees vary depending on race and 
class.

A $20 spectator fee, payable on 
arrival, includes camping, live music, 
and some awesome race action.

Info: hardenduroraces.com; ama-
d36.org

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

GETGET
OUT & GO
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DUST-UP: This year’s Donner Hare Scramble will consist of two separate races, a U.S. Hard Enduro 
and the D-36 Hare Scramble. Photo courtesy Photos by Grumpy
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Next door to Safeway
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Around the corner from Raley’s
12177 Business Park Dr. #2
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3rd Kate Paciotti

Tim Genda “Lust for life”
Acrylic on book pages
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1st Callie Whitington
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Come see all of our art submissions at
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ON-LINE AT: SITDWINE.GIVESMART.COM 

 PICKUP AT WILL CALL AT EVENT 
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products, stationary, art, food, drinks, 
and more. The fair is a juried exhibi-
tion of makers curated in the aesthet-
ics of the modern rustic lifestyle that 
NCCF embodies. Hip, sustainable, yet 
innovative and whimsical, the vendors 
represent the best of the region in our 
biennial craft fair held at the historic 
Miners Foundry in downtown Nevada 
City. Admission, $5; 12 and under, 
free. Info: minersfoundry.com

May 18
EDUCATION | Grow Your Own
High elevation gardening is tricky. 
Join Slow Food Lake Tahoe for its 
popular Grow Your Own educational 
gardening series. Get instruction 
from an expert who will cover plant-
ing, harvesting, and more. The May 
18 installment is Spicy Salads with 
Leafy Greens. Attend a virtual class 
on Wednesday or an in-person class 
on Saturday. Classes are free. Starter 
plants available for $15. The May 25 
workshop is Potatoes & Sunchokes. 
Other classes include squash on June 
1, and tomatoes on June 8. Info: 
slowfoodlaketahoe.org

May 21
EDUCATION | Tickets Now on Sale 
for TEDxReno Speaker Series 
TEDxReno has announced the return 
of its internationally recognized day-
long speaker series. The event returns 
to the Reno Events Center stage, 
featuring live talks and riveting en-
tertainment performances. In a time 
when much has changed, TEDxReno 
is welcoming back the community 
to experience a new line up of talks 
that will inspire action, challenge the 
status quo, and drive change for the 
better. Admission includes the full 
day of events including presentations 
from speakers, comedians, entertain-
ers, authors, physical and mental 
health professionals, management 
and consulting experts, marketing 
professionals, as well as University of 
Nevada, Reno, President Brian Sando-
val. Info: admission $100, doors open 
at 8 a.m.; tedxreno.org

May 22
ARTS & CULTURE | Music Lives with 
Community Chorus Performance 
The Truckee Tahoe Community 
Chorus has announced its return to 
live performance. This year’s concert, 
Let Music Live!, celebrates 20 years 
of TTCC choral performances and 
includes favorite selections from past 
concerts, select solo performances, 
and a new piece dedicated to the 
choral community in hope of healing 
during times of silence and distance. 
The chorus welcomes Brittney May 
as conductor. Suggested donation 
of $15 at the door. The performance 
starts at 3 p.m. and will be held in 
the Truckee High School auditorium. 

Learn more on the TTCC Facebook 
page. Info: truckeechorus.org

May 28
COMMUNITY | Annual Yard Sale 
Get ready for the Third Annual Com-
munity Yard Sale in Tahoe Donner. 
Truckee-Tahoe Real Estate is once 
again facilitating the sale, handling 
marketing and advertising as well as 
creating the digital map for shoppers. 
Directional signs available for pickup 
at the Truckee-Tahoe Real Estate of-
fice in Tahoe Donner just before the 
event so that you may direct buyers to 
your yard sale. The yard sale will run 
from approximately 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Direct any questions about the event 
to team@truckee-tahoe.com. Register 
your Tahoe Donner property online to 
participate. Info: tahoedonneryardsale.
com.

May 28 and 29
ARTS & CULTURE | Made In Tahoe 
Festival Returns to Palisades
The annual Made in Tahoe Festival 
returns this spring. Made in Tahoe 
celebrates all things local. The Village 
at Palisades Tahoe will host a wide 
array of offerings that are made in, 
or inspired by, the Lake Tahoe Basin 
and Truckee areas: local artisans, 
businesses, chefs, organizations, and 
entertainers. Discover, explore, and 
experience our rich community full 
of talented creators while enjoying a 
variety of local food and beer. Open 
both days from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Info: 
free admission; palisadestahoe.com

June 3 to 5
ARTS & CULTURE | Artisan Fair
The Great Victorian Artisans Fair is 
coming to the Sparks Heritage Museum 
on Victorian Avenue, featuring a hand-
selected variety of arts and crafts. The 
best part is you can meet the artisans 
who created all of the items. The fair 
will be open from noon to 5 p.m. on 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday. Info: 
greatamericancraftfairs.com

June 19
WELLNESS | Hike for Hope
Hike for Hope is returning for its third 
year. The Hike for Hope is a journey 
of remembrance that unites a com-
munity — a time to acknowledge the 
ways in which suicide and mental 
illness have affected our lives, our 
loved ones, and our community. 
Join in this gathering of support and 
suicide prevention, all while enjoying 
a wonderful and accessible 3.2-mile 
hike in the beauty of Donner Me-
morial State Park. Together, we can 
advocate for mental health awareness 
in our community. Info: Tahoe Hike for 
Hope on Facebook and Instagram 

CALENDAR from p. 46

PandaPestManagement.com
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Pest control for your home and business

WHAT'S BUGGING YOU?

530.386.8888•Steven@PandaPest.com

AMAZING SERVICE!

(Yelp Review, Sept. 2021) ”

“
Quick, knowledgeable, nice 

and professional. I guess 
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management person here
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Inside Dining Options
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Local residents inspire joy 
through hidden treasures

Hidden Art 
in Wild Places
During the early days of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Kings Beach native Nicole 
Stirling started selling her 
colorful painted mandalas in 
her driveway. She’d always 
been an artist and wanted 
to help other artisans in the 
area have a place to show 
and sell their work. She 
later petitioned the North 
Tahoe Business Association 
to help her fi nd a space, and 
Chickadee Art Collective was 
born. Stirling’s art — vibrant 
beauties with circular layers 
of intricate patterns — is 
displayed proudly next to 
other wares of all sorts at the 
Kings Beach space. 

Each of Stirling’s pieces 
take between 100 and 150 
hours. Small elements like 
moths or butterfly wings 
create layered rings that 
form swirling illusions that 
captivate the eyes. 

Sometime around March 
2020, when the world’s fate 
was most uncertain, she 
began hiding prints of her 

work around town, hoping 
to brighten someone’s day.

“When we fi rst started 
wearing masks, it was just 
really sad,” Stirling said. 
“I was having a hard time 
connecting. I was looking for 
a way to provide people a 
free moment of joy.”

At fi rst, she was anonymously 
leaving them in the laundry 
mat or at the bus stop where 
locals would frequent. She 
hid the fi rst 10 in spaces with 
a note on the back explaining 
what it was. Then, she took 
to Facebook, posting clues 
about the locations where 
she and her kids tucked away 
the signed prints, and let the 
community loose on the hunt. 

“My kids started to enjoy 
thinking of places to hide it, 
and we [moved] up the West 
Shore and to Truckee and 
places where we hadn’t been 
so other folks could partici-
pate. It was really just a way 
to get people out and give 
people joy,” she said. 

To date, the family has 
hidden about 25 prints. For 

Stirling, one of the big take-
aways has been showing her 
kids what kindness means.

“As a parent, it’s hard to give 
my kids the opportunity to 
just see kindness for what it 
is,” she explained. “I want 
everybody to be raising 
people who are going to be 
better humans. Just a tiny bit 
of kindness goes a long way 
in brightening someone’s day 
and I think it’s important for 
them to learn that.”

A Legacy of Ducks
Across town, Danielle Segal 
isn’t hiding art, but brightly 
colored rubber ducks aimed 
at putting a smile on strang-
ers’ faces. Segal, a Truckee 
resident, has lived in the area 
for fi ve years and started 
hiding the ducks in April 2017. 
They’re usually stashed with a 
gift card for a local coffee shop. 

Before moving to Tahoe, she 
met her late partner, Gregory 
Histed, while living in Summit 
County, Colorado. Histed liked 
to post scavenger hunt clues to 
their local Facebook group and 
would often hide winter gear. 
When he passed away six years 

ago, Segal started hiding ducks 
as a way to carry on the legacy. 

Why the whimsical rubber 
birds? Histed had a great 
sense of humor, and he loved 
rubber ducks. One time he 
ordered 100 tiny rubber ducks 
and hid them in a friend’s car, 
Segal remembers. 

“He was an amazing human,” 
she said. “He was the type of 
guy that would always pull 
over and check on people on 
the side of the road. He was 
always there for friends who 
needed to talk. He suffered 
from depression his whole 
life, so he really connected to 
people about that. He would 
always be able to talk to 
people about whatever they 
were dealing with.”

Histed knew that people in 
mountain towns can some-
times feel disconnected and 
wanted to remind them that 
they aren’t isolated. Segal 
says she hopes to foster the 
same reminder.

“I always hope that these help 
people get out of their head 
and remember that we’re all 
connected. [On Facebook] I 

hope that people are following 
and realizing that people do 
care about each other. For 
Greg in particular … that was 
a big intention of his,” she said. 
“I’m trying to remember his 
spirit and what he would’ve 
wanted to keep doing.”

In this vein, Segal, a social 
worker for the Tahoe Truckee 
Suicide Prevention Coalition, 
has organized the Tahoe Hike 
for Hope for suicide preven-
tion and awareness. This year 
it takes place on Sunday, June 
19. (See TAP Calendar, p. 48.) 
It’s another way she hopes to 
foster connections in the com-
munity and let people know 
they’re not alone. 

“It’s so hard when we’re in 
our darkest moments to 
remember that things will 
get better … I would hope 
that [even] one person 
that sees a duck might be 
reminded that people do 
care,” she said.

If you or someone you know 
is struggling with thoughts of 
suicide or depression, please 
call the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at (800) 
273-8255. 

BY LE‘A GLEASON 
Special to Moonshine Ink IN LOVING MEMORY of Greg Histed, Danielle Segal hides rubber ducks around town, each with a unique pattern and a little something special 

tucked in an envelope (left). MANDALA: A mandala is defined as a “geometric configuration of symbols,” or in Sanskrit, “circle” or “discoid 
object,” Nicole Stirling’s mandalas evoke a meditative feeling as the viewer studies each tiny component. Courtesy photos
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HOW TO SOLVE:
Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; each column 
must contain the number 1 
to 9; and each set of 3 by 
3 boxes must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

Diffi culty: Easy    

Edited by Margie E. Burke

FIND BOTH PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 
IN THE OPINION SECTION.

S U D O K U

WHAT IN THE WORLD?
CAN YOU GUESS WHERE THIS IS? >>>
Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to 
win a growler with a free fi ll from Alibi 
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to 
claim. For those under 21, the prize 
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache 
pretzels and a nonalcoholic beverage. 
Correct responses will be entered 
into a drawing from which a winner 
will be randomly selected. Submit 
your guess by June 1.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER: 
Iconic Tahoe Biltmore sign
WINNER: 
Scott Wilcox, Reno

Q U I Z

Spring is here, with its own unique asterisms to spy in the sky! Like 
the Winter Circle and the Summer Triangle, the Spring Triangle is 
formed by stars that create a readily identifi able shape yet appear in 
separate constellations. Depending on who you ask, different stars 
form this asterism. The easiest version to spot includes stars from the 
Virgo, Bootes, and Leo constellations — Spica, Arcturus, and Regulus 
(all featured in previous editions of The Stars). Blue Spica and Regulus 
are both part of zodiacal constellations, meaning they lie along the 

path of the sun. Red Arcturus sits to the north of these stars. Following the handle of 
the Big Dipper, “arc to Arcturus,” then “spike to Spica.” Arcturus to Spica is one leg of 
the triangle. As they move east to west across the sky, Spica follows Regulus, the heart 
star of Leo and third point that creates this stellar triangle. Others point to Denebola, 
Leo’s tail, as the third star, creating an equilateral triangle that is one half of a different 
asterism — the Spring Diamond. To complete the diamond, look for the crowning star, 
Cor Caroli, in the northern sky, which opposes the nadir of the diamond, Spica. Like 
Arcturus in Bootes, Cor Caroli is a red star.

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can fi nd more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.

Mid May packs a punch with Jupiter’s ingress into Aries on May 
11 followed by the Scorpio Lunar Eclipse on May 16. Having 
whimsically sailed through fanciful Pisces, Jupiter’s transition into 
Aries inflates our confidence, making even the most grandiose of 
dreams feel attainable. The Scorpio Lunar Eclipse ratchets up the 
intensity, begging the question: Is what we desire aligned with our 
destiny? Both Aries and Scorpio are ruled by Mars, however, who 
is currently debilitated by its placement in Pisces. The singular 

red planet prefers to strike out ahead of the crowd to forge its own path, but 
watery Pisces cools its fire and dilutes its fuel. Mars in Pisces shifts our focus from 
the personal to the collective activating the spiritual warrior within us. As a rule, 
it is best to wait two weeks after an eclipse before embarking on new endeavors, 
so use this respite wisely. When Mars enters Aries on May 24, it’ll be ready to fire 
on all cylinders. When Mars catches up to Jupiter a couple days later, on May 28 
(visible the following morning before sunrise), we will be raring to go, but Mercury 
retrograde in Taurus suggests we will need to take stock of our resources first.

Astrology |Astrology |
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Online ordering at Jaxtruckee.com

HERD LIFE: Wild horses frolic about by Washoe Lake near Carson City, Nevada. Photos by Lynne Reilly

Parting Shot
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