BOOK TODAY
530.562.9332
Daily 9 am - 7 pm

martisvalleymassage.com

Located across from Raleys O.N.E. in Truckee, CA.

Mountain Bounty Farm
Growing food for our community with
love and care since 1997

Organic Vegetable, Fruit, and Flower CSA Shares
delivered to convenient community locations in:

Tahoe • Truckee • Reno • Join today!
MountainBountyFarm.com (530) 292-3776
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DO TELL !
High gas prices affect so many different parts of our lives.
This month, Moonshine Ink took to the streets to learn how
readers are coping with the current uptick in prices at
the pump following the U.S. ban in March on Russian oil,
natural gas, and coal.
This month’s question: How will the current high gas
prices affect your behavior?

GREG GARRISON, Sierra Meadows
Tahoe Backcountry Alliance board member

We’ll be looking for alternate options, like E-bikes, cargo
bikes … We’ll use our better m.p.g. car more and try to
reduce our driving, but we’ll still do some already planned
road trips.

HILLARY MCLEAN, Glenshire
Working mom

Don’t really have any options to change behavior much,
as we can’t bike everywhere with three kids … Nondependency on Russian oil is worth it, though.

JULIE BUTLER, with daughter, Aria,
Truckee
Tahoe real estate specialist

I’ll continue to enjoy the region in the way I always have, by
driving to the lakes and the mountains.

COLBY BOLES, Soda Springs

WHAT'S BUGGING YOU?
Pest control for your home and business

Engineer, business owner

We’re already conservative with gas consumption, using
our electric car as much as possible instead of our other big
gas work truck…. So, we’re locked in and can’t change our
behavior much — especially with a 7-year-old’s activities in
Truckee.

JAKE AND EMMIE SATRAZEMIS, on
the road (interviewed in Truckee)

“AMAZING SERVICE!

Quick, knowledgeable, nice
and professional. I guess
we’ve found the go-to pest
management person here
(Yelp Review, Sept. 2021)

”

Funemployed

Just when we hit the road hoping to cut costs, the gas
hike limited us. It’s at least 50% of our expenses … We’ll
be canceling [our] upcoming fall trip to [the] East Coast.
We’re staying in places longer, driving less, staying out of
California as much as possible … and we only buy gas at
Costco.
COMPILED BY TED COAKLEY III/MOONSHINE INK
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Locally owned & operated

530.386.8888•Steven@PandaPest.com
NV #6931•CA #PR7125

PandaPestManagement.com
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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I would be delighted to sit down
with you and discuss Real Estate

The Great Power of Being a Witness
PUBLISHER’S NOTE
By Mayumi Elegado

He was covered in blood when
we found him.
During a hike on the first
weekend in April, one of my
dogs was raging gleefully around
a creek. He narrowly avoided
destroying his back leg and
something sharp went in and out
of his neck. Thank goodness, he
miraculously escaped serious
injury. My fiancé and I don’t
know what happened, but our
best guess is that it was regular
ol’ sticks that surprised him,
perhaps under water.
Minor as it ended up being,
there was so much blood.
Maintaining a sense of calm was
difficult.

UNIQUE SUS TA IN A B L E
H A NDCR A F T ED JE W E L RY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands

It’s terrifying and unsettling
when a loved one gets hurt. But
it’s critical to be there and offer
a soothing presence. I noticed
that our pincushion puppy did
much better in recovery when
we were around. If we stepped
away from him, his breathing
became rapid and shallow; his
body started to shake. Sit with
him for a moment and he would
settle down.
On an infinitesimal scale, this
experience gave me perspective
on the Russia-Ukraine War.
The violence is forcefully shaking the foundations of our fabled
liberal world order. It’s almost
unthinkable that an invasion of
this sort should happen, today;
but it did and likely will again.

I’ve been reading and listening
to examinations of the war, from
analysts who offer cautious hope
that Russia may have underestimated its feisty neighbor, to
ones who rightfully worry about
nuclear fallout. I am a proponent
of keeping the big picture in
mind and I study these reports
with interest, hoping I might get
a sense for the “why” and “what”
we’re in for.
Then I ran across the reporting
from two Associated Press
journalists who spent 20 days
in the southern Ukraine port
city of Mariupol, a key strategic
target for Putin that has been
laid to waste by Russian attacks.
The mayor of the besieged city
said in an April 4 press conference video that an estimated 90
percent of the city is destroyed,
and more than 5,000 civilians
have been killed while some
130,000 more remain trapped
without food, water, power, or
heat. As of press time, there are
conflicting reports of whether
the city has surrendered.
The two AP reporters,
Mstyslav Chernov and Evgeniy
Maloletka, were in Mariupol as
Russian troops first rolled in on
Feb. 24 and became the only
international media present. In a
chilling piece, ‘Why? Why? Why?’
Ukraine’s Mariupol descends into
despair, published March 16,
the two chronicle what a siege
looks like from the inside. The
devastating images and stories
describe the horrors of war —
from shrapnel-filled toddlers
to crying soldiers, decimated
maternity hospitals to packed

M O O N S H I N E

I N K

bomb shelters. The haunting tale
of two pregnant women “— one
dead and one a mother — have
since become the symbol
of their blackened, burning
hometown.”
Their reporting was so impactful
that the Russians were “hunting”
the journalists down, but they
made a harrowing escape.
While we can all agree the
geopolitical landscape has
forever been altered, there is no
one who knows what the true
outcome of this war will be.
But I can offer one truth: As
hard as it may be, we must show
up for our fellow people.
Our copy editor shared with
me a blog post in which Jacqui
Banaszynski, a journalist, delves
into what we should each do
for the Ukrainian people. In it,
she questions whether blue and
yellow flags or candles can do
any good. Turns out they do.
There is great power in being a
witness.
As Banaszynski said, “Ukraine
needs combatants on the
ground. The politicians need
diplomatic channels. The
rest of us need first-hand
accounts as we wrestle with
our responsibility. Witness is a
crucial weapon.”
We must be witness to the
blood, the struggles, the pain,
the injustice, the tears — regardless of how tough it is. The
comfort we offer could make all
the difference.

S T A F F

What’s your secret agent name? (Your middle name + the/a street you grew up on.)
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Laura “Virginia ThirtyFour” Read

ON THE COVER: UC DAVIS TERC: TRAWLING FOR LAKE TAHOE MYSIS
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Keep Locals Housed ... 26

An Olympic Love Story ... 52 | Bidding Farewell to the Biltmore ... 46

A daytime trial of net deployment for the
trawling of mysis shrimp being conducted
on Lake Tahoe. The removal of mysis will
be a powerful augmentation of current
restoration activities at Tahoe and provide
an additional science-based approach for
clarity and ecosystem restoration.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Brandon Berry focuses on ecological
research with responsibilities that include
monitoring water quality, invasive species,
remote sensing applications, piloting
UAVs and AUVs, research diving, surface
vessel operations, and drone photography.
brandonberryphoto.myportfolio.com
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7 | Newspapers vs. Big Tech
A massive antitrust lawsuit against
Google and Facebook

16 | News Briefs
Tahoe’s biggest threats; millions of
dollars go toward wildfire preparedness;
addressing catalytic converter thefts;
more

30

HOME FRONT
33 | Market Watch
34 | Space It Up
Getting rid of the ‘other’ recyclables

19 | In the Past
A 1970s Kings Beach radio station and
its “freeform” vibe

MOUNTAIN LIFE
41 | Getting Pumped

22 | Business Feature
Crux (Events) of the matter

Pandemic bike project comes to fruition
52 | Feel Good

25 | Business Briefs
Palisades to become third-largest ski
resort in U.S.; airport GM departs; more

An Olympic love story
SOUL KITCHEN

THINK LOCAL

43 | Strawberry Jubilee

26 | Trying to Keep Locals Housed
Agencies have developed programs to
help low- and middle-income families
buy homes, but even that might not be
enough.

Skip the supermarket berries this season

28 | Owl Post
Get to know your government by E-Post

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
44 | In Top Form
Dave Jack on workout recovery
IN SOLIDARITY. Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

46 | Bidding Adieu to the Biltmore

OPINION

TAP CALENDAR
49 | What’s Happening?
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4 | Editor’s Note
The great power of being a witness

40 | Readers Reflect
In response to Homewood Switches
Gears; West Shore land banking;
Truckee Railyard; more

Recollections of the iconic casino

F E AT U R E S

3 | Do Tell
How will the current high gas prices
affect your behavior?

35 | My Shots; Obituaries
Build a skate park for Scotty; Why
E-bike-riding enhances life; Ella
Carr and Mary Ferrari remembered;
Campgrounds should observe agency
burn rules; more
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Featured community events and

11 | Lake Tahoe on the Edge

announcements

Lake Tahoe, as we know it, is in danger. But the same data painting the
picture of the situation is helping us find solutions.

Truckee Bike Park Fundraiser
YOUR CANVAS
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54 | Puzzle Page

30 | Hope for Humanity

Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;

Bud Haley felt an unexplained pull to the war-ravaged nation of Ukraine

a challenge

to somehow offer help. The journey landed him in Poland, and what he

55 | Parting Shot

witnessed along the way left a lasting imprint on his soul.

C O N T R I B U T O R S
CARA HOLLIS is a geoscientist who is working
on her second degree in Sustainability and
Journalism. She is passionate about the
outdoors and believes that the power to save
our environment lies in communication and
education. Cara lives in Incline Village with her
husband and daughter. See her piece about
Lake Tahoe’s future, p. 11.

LAURA READ edits books, essays, and
even scholarly Ph.D. papers. Married
to Doug for 27 of her 30 years in Tahoe
City, she loves Lake Tahoe’s eclectic
community and close-knit vibe. In addition
to copyediting most of the stories in
Moonshine Ink, she edits the often refined,
sometimes wild opinion section, p. 35.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

50 | Get Out & Go

BILL HATFIELD is a freelance writer who
spent nearly two decades working in the
outdoor recreation industry as a ski patroller,
backcountry camp manager, hiking guide, and
park ranger in Tahoe and the Sierra Nevada.
Now, with an MFA in creative nonfiction,
he writes about living, working, and playing
outdoors. He writes about a teen who was the
impetus for a new Reno bike park, p. 41.
Moonshine graphic designer SARAH
MILLER has been pushing pixels around
(gently mind you, she’s no bully) since the
late 1980s. She first started to dabble in
digital using a crude 8-bit program called
Facemaker. Without computer art, Sarah is
sure she would never come indoors. The
mountains have her on speed dial, and
she’s much obliged to take the call.
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Pyromania, Debbie Johnson

Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the
second Thursday of each month. Printed
with soy inks on recycled paper. Opinions
and conclusions expressed are those of
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at
moonshineink.com/members. For advertising
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. Print
subscriptions are $25/year at moonshineink.
com/subscribe. Stay in the know via
moonshineink.com/enews.
Issue

Deadline

12 May – 8 June
9 June – 13 July
14 July – 10 Aug

28 April
26 May
30 June

These are the drop-dead deadlines.
However, if you want your submission
considered, please send it in early.
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.
10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph | (530) 587-3635 fax
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TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN
LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE

You just
gotta
poke
around.
Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

TICKETS
ON SALE

ONLINE ONLY

christyhill.com

$55–$75
Purchase tickets at HistoricTruckee.com
or at DowntownTruckeeEvents.com

EARTH TO TABLE
BE KIND | BE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St ., Tahoe Cit y CA 530 -5 83- 8551

PERMANENT MAKE-UP WITH MELODY

JUNE 23 – AUG. 11, 2022
Vendor applications available at
TruckeeThursdays.com

H I STO R I C T RU C K E E .C O M
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FOLLOW
US ON

TDMA IS A
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

MOONSHINEINK.COM

BEFORE

AFTER

(530) 587-6263 (MANE)
10466 DONNER PASS RD., TRUCKEE, CA
www.maneattractiontruckee.com
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NEWSPAPERS TAKE ON BIG TECH DIRECTLY
shine
MOONSHINE INK

MEMBER

Membership
Update

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

At

the end of March, I attended the 57th
Annual Scripps Lecture at my alma
mater, the University of Nevada, Reno. The
event, put on annually by the Reynolds School of
Journalism, highlights recipients of the Edward
W. Scripps II scholarships and internship and
features a keynote speaker of some import in the
journalism field.
The address by Kristen Go, executive director of
news and initiatives at USA Today, dove into her
personal journalism journey. In the Q&A that followed, the elephant in the room — the one in the
corner of every print newspaper’s room — was
brought up: How do newspapers compete with
the likes of social media? Go’s answer was what
a lot of journalists are telling themselves these
days: that digging for the truth matters, that our
communities recognize that quality journalism
trumps knee-jerk Facebook posts, and that at
the end of the day, watchdog journalists uncover
information the public deserves to know about.
All nice statements in theory, but it’s becoming
harder and harder to repeat them to ourselves in
the mirror each morning, in the face of growing
and seemingly insurmountable odds.
“The U.S. newspaper industry is fragile: Newsroom
employment, circulation, print advertising spending,
and the number of local news outlets are all falling
consistently each year. The immediate future of
the market will see … more local papers lose their
fight to survive independently and [be] taken on by
private equity firms and hedge funds. Concerns that
prioritizing quality journalism will give way to the
desire to make a quick profit are rife, and given the
state of the industry, remain valid.”

outlined in the 1890 Sherman Act, focus on
keeping monopolies at bay by encouraging
competition among businesses — unlawful
mergers or business practices can yield criminal
prosecution and penalties.
Facebook’s and Google’s overreach of the digital
ad market, the suit claims, is raking in revenue
that would’ve ended up funding local news.
The two tech giants capture over half of
THE
the digital ad market globally.

unlawfully monopolized the markets for general
internet search services and search advertising,”
as stated in its initial observations. In this case,
Facebook was only mentioned as another big
tech firm under investigation. Then, on Dec. 16,
2020, 10 states collectively sued Google, accusing it of working with Facebook to monopolize
digital advertising in violation of antitrust law.

JOURNALISM INDUSTRY IS FAR
FROM PERFECT, AND AS WE ADVANCE
IN THE DIGITAL AGE, HOW WE DELIVER
INFORMATION TO PEOPLE MAY CHANGE,
BUT WHAT WE DELIVER SHOULDN’T.

“There is no longer a competitive market
in which newspapers can fairly compete
for online advertising revenue,” the HD
Media suit states. “Google has vertically
integrated itself, through hundreds of mergers
and acquisitions, to enable dominion over all
sellers, buyers, and middlemen in the marketplace. It has absorbed the market internally and
consumed most of the revenue.”

Yet HD Media was the spark that lit the antitrust
match solely in the name of newspapers, the first
that speaks to these allegations as a violation of
the First Amendment.

The lawsuit calls out a secret agreement between
Google and Facebook in 2018, codenamed Jedi
Blue and exposed by the Wall Street Journal
in 2020 as an illegal price-fixing deal. While
the details are complex, basically the two
tech companies colluded to manipulate online
auctions that generate digital advertising —
basically eliminating rival ad tools and thus
continuing to keep billions of dollars in annual
profits to themselves.
The tech giants are fielding antitrust challenges
on multiple fronts. A few months prior to the
HD Media case, the U.S, Department of Justice
filed an antitrust lawsuit against Google for
similar reasons, “alleging that the tech giant has

“A free and diverse press is essential to a
vibrant democracy,” the lawsuit points out.
“Whether exposing corruption in government,
informing citizens, or holding power to account,
independent journalism sustains our democracy
by facilitating public discourse.” As access to
social media platforms and their audiences
becomes easier, and Google and Facebook’s
market power has increased, trustworthy sources
of news have declined.
A late-February live interview event, hosted by
Our Hometown, a digital publishing platform and
newspaper CMS, featured Paul Farrell Jr. and
Bob Fitzsimmons, two of the lawyers leading the
See ANTITRUST p. 8

~ July 2021 Statista update on the U.S. newspaper
industry
At Moonshine Ink, we believe the quest for truth
is worth weathering the looming storm clouds of
diminishing newspapers.
We’re not alone. In January 2021, a West Virginia
newspaper company, HD Media, filed a federal
antitrust lawsuit against Google and Facebook
(reintroduced in October 2021 as Meta), claiming the massive companies are monopolizing the
world of digital advertising.
When one company controls a market, its
competitors whither and consumers have no
choice but to buy from the monopoly, which
can jack up prices for products without fear of
another business swooping in. Antitrust laws,
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

LEADING THE CHARGE: At the end of February, lawyers Bob Fitzsimmons (top right) and Paul Farrell (bottom left) spoke in a live
interview about their pursuits in the antitrust lawsuit against Google and Facebook on behalf of newspapers across the country. Matt
Larson of Our Hometown (top left) hosted and Lee Wolverton (bottom right), vice president of news and executive editor of HD Media,
also participated. View the full conversation at youtu.be/MC00ngeIpQc. Screenshot
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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ANTITRUST from p. 7

HD Media antitrust lawsuit. Fitzsimmons
said 37 newspaper groups, or 227 individual newspapers, have joined the suit,
and the lawyers are willing to represent
newspapers across the U.S. that elect to file
similar lawsuits.
In total, the legal coalition is suing the two
tech giants for $37 billion, and if successful,
the settlements could yield three times that
number, the lawyers say. Facebook and
Google’s combined annual revenues amount
to more than $200 billion. Meanwhile, the
HD Media lawsuit references the decline of
newspaper advertising, from $49 billion in
2006 to $16.5 billion in 2017.
This effort is unique from other attempts to
aid U.S. newspapers, said Lee Wolverton,
vice president of news and executive
editor at HD Media, during the February
event. For example, the Local Journalism
Sustainability Act, a bipartisan bill being
considered by Congress, supports local
media outlets through a series of three tax
credits, which Wolverton said props up the
industry with handouts. In contrast, this
legal coalition strives to level the playing
field, allowing newspapers to be sustainable
— and thriving — on their own.
Last summer, the newspaper cases were
consolidated in the Southern District of
New York, the hope being that the attorney
general will be sympathetic to the effort. In
the online version of this story, a link to the
complaint file is included. As of the Ink’s
publication of this edition, the case is still
pending with the court.
Sitting at the Scripps lecture last month
and seeing these graduating seniors receive
credit for the award-winning work they
were already participating in, I felt a sense
a pride for the journalism industry. Not
necessarily for the outlets that thrive on
one-sidedness like Fox News, CNN, and
MSNBC, but for those daily, weekly, and
monthly print and digital newspapers that
are hanging on to the industry by their
fingernails because they — we — believe in
reporting the truth, rounding out stories
with intel from multiple sides of a situation.
The journalism industry is far from perfect,
and as we advance in the digital age, how
we deliver information to people may
change, but what we deliver shouldn’t.
The first paragraph of the case file filed in
January 2021 shares a quote that underscores why this lawsuit strikes to the heart
of our United States of America:
“The basis of our governments being the opinion of the people, the very first object should
be to keep that right; and were it left to me to
8
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MORE ONLINE
Find the full list of
newspapers joining the
antitrust lawsuit against
Google and Facebook.

decide whether we should have a government
without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to
prefer the latter.”
~ Thomas Jefferson, founding father and the
third U.S. president
As the battle over not the freedom of
the press, but the press, itself, wages,
Moonshine Ink is joining the ranks. We’re
signing on to join the 227 other newspapers
seeking to destroy the monopolies of digital
advertisement. To support us, and this
cause, become a Moonshine Member at
moonshineink.com/members.
P.S. To Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg,
our Tahoe City neighbor: We do hope
you’re reading Moonshine Ink, your local
newspaper, and don’t hold against us our
participation in this antitrust suit — we’re
trying to survive. Perhaps you’d consider
becoming a Moonshine Member to support
independent and local journalism for one of
your hometowns.

We’re part of only 5% of
U.S. media that’s fully
independent, and
we need your help.

Be a hero, not a
trash panda.
Support
Moonshine Ink
Scan code to go
directly to our
Membership page.
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NEWS: BRIEFS, ONLINE ONLY

Published April 11
By Alex Hoeft

Released April 8: General manager Kevin
Smith leaves the airport district; Placer County
offers solutions for catalytic converter thefts;
$100k raised in 20 minutes in Chase real estate
gathering.
Released April 1: Wildfire preparedness-related

briefs; Spooner improvement project moves
forward; a new makerspace at Incline Elementary
School; shifting of leadership at Tahoe Food Hub.

Released March 25: Nevada County survey

assesses broadband needs; money to fund projects around the Tahoe Basin; next steps continue
for the Biltmore property, now Resort at Tahoe.

Released March 18: Another ski-related

death involving a Tahoe local; Renown’s CEO
terminated with cause; and a legal case against
Suddenlink Communications returns to Truckee.

Released March 11: Business opportunities
Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

Mediations at Hirschdale Inch Forward

Rising tensions over an adored 3-mile stretch of Truckee River in Hirschdale
spur on property owner action, a working group roundtable, and a new county
recreation master plan.

Full story at moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/hirschdalesolutions-no-consensus

NEWS

for the 2022 camping season; the word “squaw”
is gone from Placer County roads; and capital
improvements at Palisades Tahoe.

Find each week’s briefs packaged
individually at the News dropdown menu at
the top bar of the homepage of
moonshineink.com.

BTW ...

Published March 25
By Melissa Siig

Homewood Switches Gears
With passholders and skier visits in decline, Homewood
plans to become a semi-private ski resort in order to
remain open.

Full story at moonshineink.com/
mountain-life/when-the-smoke-clears/
Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

Got a tip? Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.
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Purchase a photo from our
Great Ski Race gallery, some
of which are
featured in the
online story
Bold and Cold
at The Great
Ski Race. Email
ted@moonshineink.com for
options and information.

SOCIALIZE
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Tahoe On

EDGE
BY CARA HOLLIS

Special to Moonshine Ink

Editor’s Note: Reporter Cara Hollis is studying
Sustainability and Journalism at the Incline Villagebased Sierra Nevada University.

A LAKE IN TROUBLE: Lake Tahoe’s ecosystem is threatened by myriad factors that are outlined in detail by Tahoe
Environmental Research Center’s annual Tahoe: State of the Lake Report. Photo by Alison Toy/ UC Davis TERC

he winter that we just lived
through, in which an extreme
dump of snow was followed by a
long dry spell, is looking like our
new normal, and winters like this
one spell trouble.

It has found that the confluence
of warmer temperatures, a smaller
snowpack, more algae, and an
increase in invasive species mean
that Lake Tahoe is being altered
by warmer weather in many ways
that aren’t always apparent to the
human eye.

The pattern has long been documented in the annual Tahoe: State
of the Lake Report produced by the
University of California, Davis,
Tahoe Environmental Research
Center. The research facility
monitors Lake Tahoe’s ecosystems
and charts how natural variability,
long-term change, and human
activities are affecting the lake’s
physics, chemistry, and biology.

The Tahoe Environmental Research
Center and its forebearers have been
taking direct depth measurements
around the lake since 1968 and have
obtained further lake data from as far
back as 1911 from partners like the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. With this team and
the historical data, TERC has been
able to put together a picture of the
past that allows scientists to forecast

T

trends. And current trends show a
changing future.
“The most pressing issues facing
the lake are climate change —
because climate change effects
everything — and human impacts,”
said Alison Toy, who, as TERC’s
education program manager and
Tahoe facilities manager, compiled
the 2021 State of the Lake report.
The report data contains many
indications that in the future the
lake may be quite different than
the one we experience today — it
could be devoid of snow and replete
with algae. But the same data also
lays pathways toward solutions
that could change this trajectory.
Whether we stay the course or take
new action, our choices have a
bearing on Lake Tahoe.
As Toy said, “Everything you do
is going to impact the lake.” The
report shows how true that is.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

“We could have persistent low-to-no
snow conditions as soon as the
2040,” said TERC Education and
Outreach Director Heather Segale.
The impacts of this change go far
beyond negatively impacting the ski
season, and the economic implications associated with it.
Rain washes detritus and chemicals
straight into the lake, according to
a 2020 UC Davis report on lake
clarity. So, decreasing snow percentages can negatively impact the
clarity of the lake.

Hotter air

When the historical data is
combined with climate models
that incorporate current levels of
atmospheric carbon emissions, the
future of Tahoe looks even warmer.

According to State of the Lake,
daily air temperature measurements taken at Tahoe City for
the past 109 years show that the
average minimum temperature has
increased by 4.9 degrees; the average daily maximum air temperature
has increased by 2.22 degrees.

UC Davis TERC uses globally
recognized modelling techniques
to predict future temperatures in
the Tahoe Basin. Researchers can
use these techniques to model
what the different temperature
futures look like for Lake Tahoe.
If CO2 emissions stay on their
current trajectory, we are looking
at a 9.5-degree F increase in both
maximum and minimum temperatures in the Tahoe area by 2094.

While warmer air makes for pleasant days, it does not bode well for
the lovers of snow and the health
of the lake.

LESS SNOW, MORE RAIN: This graph charts the percentage of precipitation that falls as snow
in the Tahoe Basin. The trend shows a consistent decline — only 33% of the precipitation fell as
snow in 2020 compared to 52% in 1910. Graph by Shohei Watanabe/UC Davis TERC

above the freezing mark for the
past 15 years, and directly led to
a decrease in the percentage of
precipitation that falls as snow
versus rain. In 1910, 52% of the
precipitation fell as snow, versus
2020, in which 33% fell. The trend
is not improving.

These climate-change-driven
increases have pushed the average
annual minimum temperatures
MOONSHINEINK.COM

See TAHOE
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(Above) APRIL THEN: Snow blankets both sides of West Lake Boulevard in front of Homewood Ski Resort in April of 1932. Photo by North Lake Tahoe Historical Society
APRIL NOW: Compare that to this photo of approximately the same spot, same time of year, in 2022. Climate change and human impacts are affecting snow levels, signaling
that a low-or-no snow future is already in motion. Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink
(Below) HOT WATER: This water temperature profile map illustrates how the different layers of Lake Tahoe water measured up in 2020. In comparison to earlier studies,
the stratification season — warmer water on top, colder water on bottom — has extended by nearly a month, leading to less deep-water mixing, which is a key factor in
maintaining water clarity. Graph by Shohei Watanabe/UC Davis TERC

“The only time you can
get deep water mixing is
when you have the same
temperature top to bottom,”
Segale explained. “If the
winters keep getting shorter
and shorter the window
of opportunity for mixing
narrows, computer models
show that within decades
we won’t have deep water
mixing anymore.”
If the lake does not fully
mix, the oxidized layer
may disappear, releasing
nutrients that have been
stored in the sediment for
millions of years.
TAHOE ON EDGE from p. 11

If this future is allowed to
happen, snow will be a thing
of the past and the lake will
suffer for it.

on top of a denser, colder
bottom layer,” Segale said.

Increased air temperatures
have direct impacts on the
temperatures of the lake
water, which in turn can
have long-term negative
impacts on clarity.

With the lake stratified,
the colder bottom layer is
cut off from the oxygenrich surface waters. The
State of the Lake report
explains that typically,
during the winters, when
the top layer of water
becomes colder and
denser, the stratification
disappears and allows the
oxygen-rich waters at the
surface to mix with deep
water, creating an oxidized
layer at the top of the
sediment at the bottom of
the lake.

“During the summers, Lake
Tahoe’s waters become
stratified with a lighter,
warmer layer of water sitting

“Having this oxidized layer
allows the sediment to hold
on to the phosphorus and
prevents internal loading,”

Warmer water

Lake Tahoe’s water is famous
for its clarity, but in the future
the warm days on sunny
beaches might be spent
splashing in water that is not
as clear as it used to be.
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Segale said. Internal loading
occurs when there is an
increase in nutrient levels,
like phosphorus, that can
cause an algae bloom.
According to the report,
since 1970 the average
annual temperature of
the lake has increased by
1.1 degrees F. While that
may not seem to be a big
increase, the implications
are significant: According
to the report, in 2020, the
stratification began 22 days
earlier than it did in 1968
and ended six days later,
meaning the stratification season has extended
by nearly a month. This
negatively impacts the
lake’s ability to mix oxygen
to the deepest levels.

Toy echoed the warning. “If
we lose the oxidized cap,
we will start seeing a huge
influx in algal growth, which
means our blue lake will not
be as blue,” she said. “If the
algal blooms are cyanobacteria, it will not be safe to
swim in anymore.”

Tiny shrimp,
big problem

Lurking in the depths of
Lake Tahoe is a tiny little
invader that, like a heavyweight fighter, has thrown
the natural ecosystem of
Lake Tahoe out of balance.
Mysis shrimp are one of
the most prevalent invasive
species in Lake Tahoe,
and they directly impact
the water clarity. These
macroscopic crustaceans

(mysis shrimp are not true
shrimp, but their resemblance earned them the
name) were intentionally
introduced into the lake
from 1963 to 1965 in the
hopes that they would be a
food supply for game fish
that were also introduced
to the lake.
However, the plan backfired.
According to UC Davis
TERC, mysis shrimp are
light sensitive, so they hide
in the dark depths during
the day. As most of Tahoe’s
game fish are sight feeders
who stay in the shallower
water, the shrimp were not
available to be eaten.
With no natural predators,
the shrimp multiplied.
Moreover, the small creatures thrive on the native
zooplankton in the lake
called Daphnia.
Daphnia serve a very
important purpose in Lake
Tahoe because they consume algae and removed
fine sediment from the
water column, so they
contribute tremendously to
the clarity of Lake Tahoe’s
waters. Since the mysis
shrimp introduction, the
population of the native
Daphnia has collapsed, and
the clarity of the lake has
been measurably reduced.
Trillions of mysis shrimp
now reign supreme.

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

There is Hope

Where there is challenge, there is
opportunity. That is the motto of
many who refuse to bow down to a
“certain” future. For Lake Tahoe,
that means hope.

From menace
to foodstuff

An all-volunteer non-profit called
Shrimply Blue is looking to join in
the fight to keep Tahoe’s waters
clear by turning the tiny mysis
shrimp invaders into dog treats.
TERC researchers first made the
connection between the mysis
shrimp and clarity in 2011 when the
small creatures mysteriously died
off in Emerald Bay and the Daphnia
population rebounded. Clarity
improved by 40 feet.
Since then, much research effort
has gone into how to remove the
shrimp. This research has presented a practical problem: what to
do with the shrimp.
Food scientists at UC Davis were
asked to analyze the shrimp and
found them to be clean and good to
use as a food ingredient. The shrimp
were also high in omega-3 fatty acids.

NEWS
UC Davis Graduate School of
Management class of 2020 took on
the challenge of what to do with the
shrimp as their capstone project.
“The challenge presented was, we
have this invasive shrimp that need
to be removed, and they are a great
source of Qmega-3s: What can we do
with them?” said Yuan Cheng, director and co-founder of Shrimply Blue.
After much analysis, Cheng and the
team determined that the best business model was a nonprofit focused
on producing pet treats.
“If you can get this running and it
can be self-sustained ecosystem
restoration effort, we think that is
super cool,” Cheng said.
To figure out how to turn mysis
shrimp into dog treats, Shrimply
Blue tapped third-year food science
student Melissa Huang, who began
working on prototyping the treats.
“The first step was to look at other
treats on the market that we wanted
to mimic the texture or look of and
then get a sense of ingredients,”
Huang said. “Then it was a matter
of trying different amounts and
ingredients considering cost and the
kind of label we want to see.”

SNOW FUTURE: This graph, showing historical snow amounts with predicted future
trends, shows a grim future, with an estimated 20 inches in year 2100. Yet reducing
emissions turns the trend signiﬁcantly upward. The red line shows snow amounts with
current emissions levels, while the green line shows snow amounts if emission levels are
reduced by individuals taking action now. Graph courtesy UC Davis TERC

TRAWLING FOR CLARITY: An aerial view of the UC Davis Research Vessel John Le Conte
pulling a large custom designed trawl to harvest mysis shrimp from Emerald Bay. Photo
by Brandon Berry

After 25 different batches and testing
them out on a group of loyal tasters,
Shrimply Blue has a prototype that
the target audience is happy with.

Donations are being accepted
by UC Davis TERC and you can
purchase Shrimply Blue swag
from their online store.

But it will be a while before you can
buy Shrimply Blue treats.

“100% of profits go to the
science,” said Cami Harris, marketing intern for Shrimply Blue.

“Currently the treats aren’t for
sale because they are being collected under a scientific collection
permit,” Cheng said.
The California Department of
Fish and Wildlife, the issuing
authority, wants to see more data,
specifically answering questions like: How much trawling
is necessary to reduce the mysis
population? Will the Daphnia
bounce back? How much bycatch
(other species) will be caught in
the nets before issuing a commercial fishing permit?
UC Davis TERC put together a
30-month research plan in collaboration with the Tahoe Science
Advisory Council to look at the
ecosystem of lake clarity and how
it is impacted by mysis Shrimp.
Emerald Bay will be the testing
grounds, the plan is to trawl in
late summer and early fall in 2022
and 2023 to remove the shrimp
and observe the results.
It will require professional fishing
crew with larger nets to pull in the
kind of numbers needed to knock
back the mysis shrimp. Therefore,
it will require fundraising.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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Once the science is completed,
the results will be shared with
CDFW and the dog-treats team
will hope for the best.
“We will never get rid of all of
the shrimp, but if you can get the
volume down to 27 per square
meter, about a quarter of the
current population, the Daphnia
can coexist and this is the key to
helping water clarity,” Cheng said.

Save Our Snow

Tahoe loves the snow. Whether
you’re a winter sports diehard or
someone who “stayed for the summers,” that white gold is necessary
for your fun. It is also vital for fire
suppression and healthy ecosystems. Thus, it is a natural rallying
point to encourage people to take
action.
Climate modeling shows that at
the current rate of greenhouse gas
emissions, Tahoe is on track to
have winters with no or little snow
by as early as 2040. That’s right,
in less than two decades, this
region is likely to lose what it’s
known for the world over.
See TAHOE

ON EDGE p. 14
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To change the projected future,
a powerhouse group has banded
together to try to “Save Our
Snow.” The campaign is a collaboration between UC Davis Tahoe
Environmental Research Center
(TERC), Protect Our Winters
(POW), BrandXR, and Palisades
Tahoe. The goal is to show the
lovers of snow that making
changes in their habits can really
impact the future of snow in
Tahoe. According to Save Our
Snow, if everyone reduced their
CO2 emissions by 1 ton annually, it would make a measurable
difference in Tahoe snow levels
by 2040.
“If you are a skier or snowboarder,
or have a business that depends on
snow, global warming is going to
harm you personally, and to avoid
the worst-case scenario outcomes
we have to act now,” TERC’s
Segale, said.
The Save Our Snow campaign
shows how easy it can be to lower
emissions. Its website contains
an easy-to-use carbon reduction
calculator and a form to share your
carbon reduction commitment with
TERC. It offers tips on how to
make your home energy efficient,
a guide to voting like your winters
depend on it, and the science that
shows what the changing climate
will really mean for the Tahoe
Basin.
While a “ton” sounds like a lot,
the goal to reduce by that much is
doable. For example, the carbon
reduction calculator shows how
making small changes in your
home can make a big impact on
carbon emission: Making a habit of
turning off the lights when not in
use can save .2 of a ton annually.
Double-sided printing can save .3
of a ton annually. Carpooling to
work can save .9 of a ton annually.
\Adjusting your diet to have two
meatless days a week can save .5
ton. Small changes can lead to a
big impact.
The most eye-opening piece of
the campaign is the Instagram
augmented reality filter designed
by Manhattan-based BrandXR to
help users visualize themselves in
the future climate.
“With this technology seeing is
believing,” said BrandXR CEO and
14
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SAY IT AIN’T SO: An Instagram augmented reality ﬁlter allows you to enter Tahoe’s snow past and its low-snow future. Courtesy image

co-founder Moody Mattan. “I could
try and describe it to you in an hour
or show you in less than a minute.”
BrandXR designed the filter to let
users time travel to snows of winters past and then to a low-snow
future, all with decade-appropriate
ski outfits. The augmented reality brings to life the troubling
future predicted by TERC climate
scientists.
For POW, which is an advocacy
group dedicated to helping people
protect the places and lifestyles
they love from climate change,
the Save Our Snow Campaign is
a chance to take their advocacy
efforts to the grassroots level.
“Incremental acts lead to cumulative change and if you do nothing
that is exactly what you are doing,”
said Brennan Lagasse, professor
of sustainability at Sierra Nevada
University and a creative alliance
member at POW. “By actively
engaging in a campaign like Save
Our Snow you are doing something
to contribute and that is what we
need right now to deal with the
climate crisis.”

INSTAGRAM FILTER
CONTEST

Grand Prize is a Palisades
Tahoe Season Pass
See the future and potentially
SCAN THIS QR CODE to try out
win today. To enter, use
the Save Our Snow Instagram ﬁlter.
the BrandXR ﬁlter, post the
results, tag three friends and
@UCDavisTahoe, and include a
comment with your commitment to reduce CO2 emissions. There
are weekly drawings for two single-day lift tickets at Palisades Tahoe
and a grand prize of one 2022/23 season pass to the resort. The top
winner, drawn from all entries, will be announced on April 23, at the
Tahoe Palisades Earth Day festival.

The ultimate goal of the campaign
is to let people know that Tahoe will
be impacted by climate change but
also let them know there is something they can do about it.
“It is our duty to promote the
actions that will alleviate the
worst-case scenario from coming
true,” Segale said.
The full State of the Lake Report, and
all the past reports, can be found at
tahoe.ucdavis.edu/stateofthelake. Find
the Save Our Snow campaign at tahoe.
ucdavis.edu/saveoursnow.
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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BOATWORKS’
DESTINY
You Asked.

They Answered.
On the last day of August in
2019, MJD Capital Partners
announced its acquisition of
the Boatworks Mall in Tahoe
City. The previous year, the
property management company
had purchased the Tahoe City
Inn — now rebranded as The Inn
at Boatworks, adjacent to the
mall. MJD made a promise upon
purchase of the shopping plaza
and inn that prior to any development, thorough community
outreach would be performed.
So … what’s the latest with the
mall, now Boatworks at Tahoe?
That’s what the community
wants to know.
~ AH
What’s going on with Boatworks Mall in
Tahoe City?
Boatworks at Tahoe acquired the Boatworks
Mall and the Inn at Boatworks (built in 1978 and
1958 respectively) three years ago and four years
ago. Boatworks at Tahoe ownership group is a
consortium of local and regional investors. We
immediately completed a million-dollar renovation
of the inn, including Tahoe City’s first wall mural
on the western facing wall.
Our group has been laser-focused on increasing
(mostly local) tenant occupancy at the mall, which
now includes new tenants like the Tahoe Wine
Collective wine bar, The Lucky Horseshoe clothing, The Cass Clutch leather products, Mirada
Tacos & Tequila, and Cruisers Academy sailing
school.
We have partnered with local nonprofits such as
the Tahoe Fund art installation “Sledflakes,” Sierra
Watershed Education Partnerships’ student-art-asadvocacy project, Below the Blue Trash art exhibit,
North Tahoe Booster Club’s fundraiser Elegant
Affair, and the Sierra State Parks Foundation’s
Earth Day Art Contest.
We provide gratis space to Clean Up the Lake as
a base for its North Shore operations and have
collaborated with The League to Save Lake Tahoe
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

THIS WAY FOR BOATWORKS:
Close to 20 different businesses
have made Boatworks at Tahoe
their home base. Photos by Ted
Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

by forming the Boatworks Blue Crew, which
works in conjunction with the Tahoe Yacht Club
Blue Crew. All events and exhibits are located at
the Boatworks Mall.
In June 2021, we submitted a mixed-use redevelopment application to Placer County and to the
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency for approval to
redevelop the approximately 4-acre site. We have
spent over two and a half years since the acquisition surveying and designing the site before
filing the application to update and improve the
lakefront property through infill redevelopment.

BOATY
MCBOATFACE:
Boatworks Mall was
ﬁrst constructed in
1978 as a two-story
fully enclosed
collection of retail
stores.

The proposal, in conformance with the 2017
Placer County/TRPA Tahoe Basin Area Plan,
includes an 80- to 85-unit lakefront hotel with
conference facilities and associated amenities,
31 residential condominium units branded with
the hotel, and 8,000 square feet of commercial
retail space along North Lake Boulevard/
State Highway 28. The plan is a mixed-use
enhancement of existing uses within Tahoe
City’s mixed-use town center and commercial
core overlay area. Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act, the Boatworks
proposal will undergo substantial environmental
review over the next 18 to 24 months before it
is eligible to secure final approvals from Placer
County and the TRPA.
The future plans as laid out are inclusive for the
entire assemblage of parcels that we own.
When we bought these properties, we promised
we wouldn’t move one inch forward until we
had consulted with our neighbors, area business
interests, and concerned citizens, and certainly
not until we felt we could meet the strict redevelopment requirements of Placer County and the
TRPA. I’m confident we have incorporated much
of the community’s input into our plan, which is
reflective of the careful attention we have paid
to the sensitive eco-enviro balance established in
Tahoe City, and we are poised to meet and exceed
the rigorous environmental standards associated

CELEBRATING ART: Reno artist Edwin Martinez-Esco painted
retired singer and actor Vicente “Chente” Fernandez on a wall
of Boatworks at Tahoe during late spring of 2021.

with a project of this significance. Nearly three
years after buying the Boatworks property, we are
moving forward guided by what we’ve learned and
by what is required of us to protect and enhance
Lake Tahoe.
~ Marie Murphy, founder and CEO of MJD Capital
Partners
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Legislation that would help prevent
catastrophic wildﬁres by limiting open ﬁres
in state park campgrounds was approved
unanimously last week by the state Senate
Natural Resources and Water Committee.
Senate Bill 1012, by state Sens. Steve
Glazer (D-Contra Costa) and Jim Nielsen
(R-Red Bluff), would require state parks to
enforce rules on open ﬁres that are at least
as restrictive as limits adopted by the ﬁre
department or ﬁre district within whose
boundaries the park is located.
Under current law, state park campgrounds are exempt from local ﬁre
protection ordinances.
At times in recent years, state parks have
allowed visitors to build open ﬁres at their
campsites while residents living within
sight of the parks were prohibited from
having ﬁres or even backyard barbecues
to reduce the risk of wildﬁres. These
inconsistent rules can lead to confusion
that makes it more difﬁcult for local ﬁre
agencies to enforce their restrictions in
residential areas.
It is also dangerous to allow open ﬁres
during ﬁre season. Fires in campgrounds
can jump their ﬁre pits, and even when a
ﬁre is contained, embers can ﬂy for miles
before landing on dry brush or timber,
sparking a potentially massive ﬁre.
“This common-sense legislation
provides clarity to campers and residents
alike by requiring the state to respect the
local and regional ﬁreﬁghters who are
on the front lines preventing wildﬁres,”
Glazer said. “These ﬁres can kill people
and animals, destroy property, and
consume thousands of acres of wildlands,
and we should do all we can to prevent
them.”
Nielsen said the bill is a straightforward
ﬁre-prevention measure that respects
local control.

2

Majority of Tahoe Residents
Agree on Biggest Threats to
Quality of Life
INCLINE VILLAGE

Tahoe residents are uniﬁed in their
concern that housing, trafﬁc congestion, and other visitor impacts pose
the biggest threats to the quality of life
in the Tahoe Basin, and they agree on
which efforts should be given priority
to maintain or improve quality of life
for residents and workers. In the wake
of the Caldor Fire, residents also rank
wildﬁres and smoke as one of the most
signiﬁcant threats to the Tahoe region.
These ﬁndings are presented in the
Envision Tahoe Community Report, the
second report delivered to Tahoe leaders and community members through
Envision Tahoe: Prosperity Plan 2.0, an
initiative to guide Tahoe’s economic
recovery from the pandemic, increase
its resiliency to disruptions, and make
Tahoe’s economy more sustainable
and inclusive through diversiﬁcation.
Envision Tahoe is led by the Tahoe
Prosperity Center, the regional community and economic development
nonproﬁt for the Tahoe Basin.
The community report also presents
new data from the 2020 U.S. Census
that was not available when the Envision

3

Lake Tahoe to Receive Nearly
$30 Million in Federal Funding
LAKE TAHOE

On March 15, a federal bill was signed
into law that delivers additional critical
investments to improve Tahoe’s environment, protect its delicate ecology, and
support its community. With concerted
support from Tahoe’s federal delegation, Tahoe will receive $23.8 million
through the Lake Restoration Act,
plus $3.4 million from the previously
approved Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
and $2 million in community project
funding through the U.S. Department of
Transportation in ﬁscal year 2022.
Together, the approved funding
supports a range of Tahoe priorities,
including wildﬁre preparedness. The
appropriations include:
• $7 million for water infrastructure
that supports ﬁre suppression
• $6.5 million for watershed
management
• $6 million for forest health
• $7.7 million for aquatic invasive
species control and prevention
• $2 million for infrastructure improvements in the highly visited State
Route 28 corridor
The latest funding provided through
the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act represents a 148% increase compared to
the previous ﬁscal year, underscoring
Tahoe’s importance on the national
stage, and the many pressures it faces.
For more than 20 years, the Lake
Tahoe Restoration Act has been a
critical channel of support for the Basin’s
environmental health, and a source of
local jobs and economic activity. In 2021,
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto and Rep.
Mark Amodei of Nevada introduced
bipartisan legislation to extend the
authorization of the 2016 Lake Tahoe
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Restoration Act, which will keep the
pipeline open for hundreds of millions
of dollars to ﬁnish crucial environmental
work left undone, and to make Tahoe
resilient in the face of climate change.
The Lake Tahoe Partnership, an advocacy group coordinated by the League
to Save Lake Tahoe, Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency, and Tahoe Chamber,
along with numerous partners, will
continue working with Tahoe’s federal
representatives to extend authorization
of the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act in
2022.
~ League to Save Lake Tahoe press
release
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NV Energy Foundation
Grant Will Support Wildﬁre
Preparedness in Nevada
RENO

As the climate warms, wildﬁres in
the Sierra Nevada are happening at
unprecedented sizes and intensities,
threatening communities and resources
throughout Nevada and California. For
ﬁre managers trying to understand and
predict ﬁre behavior, access to accurate
information for decision-making has
never been more important.
A grant from the NV Energy
Foundation will provide $150,000 to
support Desert Research Institute’s
development of a weather and research
forecast advanced modeling tool that
simulates weather, ﬁre, and smoke
for ﬁreﬁghting and prescribed ﬁre
operations. Forecasts and simulations
produced by this model will be available
to NV Energy’s ﬁre mitigation team, and
other professionals from the prescribed
ﬁre and air quality communities in
Nevada and California through the work
of the California and Nevada Smoke and
Air Committee.
Funds from the new NV Energy
Foundation grant will be used to expand
the current high-performance computer
system that is used by CANSAC. The
system will provide an interface where
users such as prescribed ﬁre managers
can conduct simulations of ﬁre spread
and smoke behavior.

Pro Tip: Most of our News and Business Briefs are published
online first, on a weekly basis. What you’ll find
here in print are the best of.

8
YOU ARE HERE: Recreation is a major focus coming out of the California Tahoe Conservancy’s latest
grant awards, which include funding for improved Lake Tahoe trails and information access on the
North and West shores for community members. Here, paddlers view a Lake Tahoe Water Trail map.
Visit laketahoewatertrail.org for information about the Lake Tahoe Water Trail program. Photo courtesy
Sierra Business Council
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Tahoe baseline report was published last
fall. This data shows that Tahoe median
home prices have tripled in nine years,
from $345,000 in 2012 to $950,000 in
2021, while the number of housing units
has only increased by 1%. Compared
to updated income data, there are zero
homes presently listed for sale in Tahoe
in a price range that is affordable to
a person or couple earning a median
wage of $53,000.
For more information about the
report’s key ﬁndings, visit tahoeprosperity.org/envision-tahoe.
~ Tahoe Prosperity Center press
release
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Follow Local Fire Rules Clears First
Committee
SACRAMENTO

Although the state park superintendent for the Sierra district recently
pledged to work more closely with
local ﬁre agencies, Glazer said the state
should be required to follow the local
district’s lead. He also said that while the
current administration may be willing to
adopt such a policy, SB 1012 is needed
so that future state ofﬁcials continue to
abide by it.
SB 1012 passed the committee on a
bipartisan 8-0 vote. It now moves to the
Senate Appropriations Committee.
~ Ofﬁce of California State Sen. Steve
Glazer press release
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The VFW contest was established in
1947 to provide high school students
with the opportunity to express
themselves in regards to democracy
and patriotism. Each year, more than
$2 million in educational scholarships
and incentives are awarded through the
program.
Read the entire essay online at
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/briefs.
~ TEA press release
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MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO TAHOE: A federal bill signed into law on March 15 is funneling $29.2
million to improve Lake Tahoe’s environment, protect its ecology, and support its community. Photo
courtesy League to Save Lake Tahoe

The model will allow for risk assessment of speciﬁc locations by modeling
different burn scenarios. It will also help
meteorologists identify small-scale wind
ﬂows that could have adverse effects
on ﬁre spread and behavior. And it will
provide critical air quality forecasts
for wildﬁres or burn day decisions.
Simulations can be run for near future
forecasting (a few days out) or longerterm scenario modeling for projects
that might occur a year or more into the
future.
This project is supported by additional
funds from the state of Nevada’s
Capacity Building Program and DRI
internal funding.
~ DRI press release
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Removal of the Word ‘Squaw’
From All County-Maintained
Roads
AUBURN

The Placer County Board of Supervisors
voted at the end of February to rename
the three county-maintained roads that
contained the word “squaw” to alternative names.
Squaw Valley Road was renamed
Olympic Valley Road, Squaw Peak Road
was renamed Shirley Canyon Road, and
Squaw Peak Way was renamed Marmot
Way.
The Washoe Tribe of Nevada and
California has been in continued
discussions with Placer County staff
to rename county assets, which were
advanced following the announcement
by Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows ski
resort of its name change to Palisades
Tahoe in September 2021. In November
2021, U.S. Secretary of the Interior, Deb
Haaland, declared the word “squaw”
a derogatory term and ordered the
removal of this term from federal lands.
A second phase of the road renaming
process will bring forward recommended road name changes for three
private roads in the county.
The process to rename the county’s
Squaw Valley Park is ongoing, and a
recommendation for a new name will be
brought to the board of supervisors in
the future.
The Placer County road naming policy
allows the county to rename a road
when it is deemed in the public interest
to do so. It also states that inappropri-
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ate or offensive names will not be
permitted.
Residents can learn more about the
renaming process here.
~ Placer County press release
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Tahoe 10th Grader Adds Voice
to National Discourse
TRUCKEE

Where does America go from here? It’s
a question with no easy answers, but
one Tahoe Expedition Academy student
was recently recognized for his thoughts
on the matter. Tenth-grade student
Cameron Tatara placed second in a
national essay contest sponsored by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. More than
60,000 students nationwide entered
the “Voices of Democracy” audio
essay contest which invited students to
address America’s future in 650 words
or less.
TEA ninth and 10th graders took
on the challenge, using the school’s
mission, vision, and values to analyze
the issue. They considered questions
such as: How do we ﬁght for a just and
equitable world? How do we tackle
today’s messy and important problems?
How do we enact positive change in
the world? Their responses varied on
issues from gun control, to education,
to equality and justice for all. Tatara’s
essay, titled American Dream, earned
second place out of all of the national
applicants. Here are some excerpts:
“The ‘American Dream,’ what does
that mean? It’s a term that is used a lot
in our society. It is something that our
country has fought in wars for, lost lives
for, and continues to seek out. Living
in the land of equal opportunity is the
premise for this idea, but how has it
come to be? Has it ever truly been
achieved?
If we all begin to think of ourselves
as allies, not enemies, and look for
common ground with each other, our
country can ﬁnally ﬁnd real unity, not
the kind that is preached to you by
politicians trying to get elected. This
divisive strategy is not something that
can continue. Having real conversations
with people about important topics
does more than any policy change could
ever. If we can do this, we can ﬁnally call
ourselves, ‘We the People,’ and truly live
the American Dream.”

Placer Taking Another Look at
Feasibility of Biomass Facility
NORTH LAKE TAHOE

The Placer County Board of Supervisors
has authorized staff to restart the feasibility evaluation for a biomass-to-energy
facility in North Lake Tahoe. A plan for
the project was initially approved in
2013, however, Placer paused moving
forward due to uncertainty surrounding
the long-term economic feasibility.
Biomass facilities create renewable
energy by burning wood scraps left
over from forest clearing and defensible
space efforts, which then helps remove
hazardous sources of fuel for wildﬁres.
Certain biomass facilities can also create
a byproduct called biochar used as fertilizer and in water ﬁltration processes.
With the rise in defensible space
and fuel reduction efforts seen in
Placer since 2018, the county has been
inundated with green waste materials
at the Placer Eastern Regional Landﬁll
materials recovery facility near Truckee.
Currently, green waste is trucked
long distances to biomass processing
facilities in California and composting
facilities in Nevada, adding to cost and
environmental impacts.
The next steps for Placer staff will be
to determine if the biomass facility is
economically feasible. The county plans
to apply for grants to cover the capital
costs of establishing the facility, including $2 million in funding from Cal Fire.
~ Placer County press release
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$1 Million in Grants for
Expanding Public Access,
Improving Resilience to Climate
Change
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE

The California Tahoe Conservancy
has announced $1,005,800 in grants
to local government agencies. The
grants will support projects to expand
public access to Lake Tahoe, improve
water quality, and increase resilience to
climate change.
As approved by the conservancy
board, the grants include:
• $550,000 to the City of South Lake
Tahoe to implement the Tahoe
Valley Greenbelt and Stormwater
Improvement Project. The city will
also remove ﬁll, restore wetlands,
and build basins and other structures
to reduce pollution from stormwater
runoff.
• $300,000 to Placer County for public
outreach, preliminary design, and
MOONSHINEINK.COM

environmental review for the Flick
Point II Water Quality & Ecosystem
Improvement Project. Improvements
the county will consider include
actions to reduce stream bank
erosion and improve native habitat
along Watson Creek, make it easier
and safer for community members to
access the greater North Shore bike
trail network, and reduce erosion and
other roadway pollutants from entering local streams and Lake Tahoe
from the Flick Point neighborhood.
• $130,800 to the North Tahoe Public
Utility District to rehabilitate a
scenic overlook at the Tahoe Vista
Recreation Area. NTPUD’s improvements will meet the Americans with
Disabilities Act standards, making it
easier for everyone to enjoy the scenic view and picnic area. NTPUD will
also install benches, picnic tables,
interpretive signage, and kayak and
paddleboard racks.
• $75,000 to the Tahoe City Public
Utility District to replace a seasonal
public restroom with an upgraded,
year-round, and ADA-compliant
restroom at the Lake Forest Boat
Ramp near Tahoe City.
At the same meeting, the board
discussed steps the conservancy is taking to increase racial equity in working
toward its strategic plan goals, as well as
near-term plans to increase engagement
with communities of color.
~ California Tahoe Conservancy press
release
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Board Denies Appeals of Special
Use Permit for Resort at Tahoe
CRYSTAL BAY

The Washoe County Board of County
Commissioners held a public hearing to
consider three appeals of the Washoe
County Board of Adjustment’s approval
of a special use permit for major grading
at the project known as the Resort at
Tahoe. Denial of the appeals means that
the applicant, EKN Development Group,
may proceed with applying for speciﬁc
grading permits for the project site and
connector roadways in preparation for
future redevelopment of the old Tahoe
Biltmore property.
The board acted on two motions, the
ﬁrst to determine which of the three
appellants have standing to appeal
the special-use permit. Commissioner
Bob Lucey made a motion, seconded
by Commissioner Alexis Hill, that only
Granite Place Owners Association has
standing to appeal the permit. Granite
Place is an 18-unit condominium community adjacent to the Resort at Tahoe
property.
Hill proposed changes to conditions of
the permit, including limiting construction to 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, with no weekend work allowed.
She then moved to modify the decision
of the Board of Adjustment and the
special-use permit with her proposed
conditions, and noted that if the other
two appellants had been determined
See NEWS
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with communities of color.
~ California Tahoe Conservancy press
release
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Board Denies Appeals of Special
Use Permit for Resort at Tahoe
CRYSTAL BAY

The Washoe County Board of County
Commissioners held a public hearing to
consider three appeals of the Washoe
County Board of Adjustment’s approval
of a special use permit for major grading
at the project known as the Resort at
Tahoe. Denial of the appeals means that
the applicant, EKN Development Group,
may proceed with applying for specific
grading permits for the project site and
connector roadways in preparation for
future redevelopment of the old Tahoe
Biltmore property.
The board acted on two motions, the
first to determine which of the three
appellants have standing to appeal
the special-use permit. Commissioner
Bob Lucey made a motion, seconded
by Commissioner Alexis Hill, that only
Granite Place Owners Association has
standing to appeal the permit. Granite
Place is an 18-unit condominium community adjacent to the Resort at Tahoe
property.
Hill proposed changes to conditions of
the permit, including limiting construction to 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, with no weekend work allowed.
She then moved to modify the decision
of the Board of Adjustment and the
special-use permit with her proposed
conditions, and noted that if the other
two appellants had been determined
to have standing, the motion would
have applied to them as well. EKN
Development Group agreed to add
some traffic-calming measures as well.
~ Washoe County press release
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Placer Approves New North
Lake Tahoe Roundabout
KINGS BEACH

A plan for a new roundabout and other
road improvements at the intersection of
state routes 28 and 267 in Kings Beach
has moved forward with the Placer
County Board of Supervisors approving
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a $1.2 million contract with GHD to
complete the design and facilitate rightof-way acquisitions for the Kings Beach
Western Approach Project.
The project will improve the existing
signal-controlled intersection by replacing it with a roundabout and adding
pedestrian and bicycle lane improvements. These changes will improve
overall mobility and safety while accommodating all modes of travel to include
pedestrians, bikes, vehicles, and transit.
Once complete, the project will
connect with the adjacent Kings Beach
Commercial Core Improvement Project
that was finished in 2017. This third
and final phase of the corridor plan
will address the remaining state routes
28 and 267 intersection deficiencies,
providing a fully integrated corridor from
the Kings Beach downtown core through
SR 28 toward Tahoe City.
Funding comes from several
sources, with a majority from the State
Transportation Block Grant and Active
Transportation Program, and the remaining from the county Traffic Impact Fee
Program.
With the board’s approval, the project
will now move into the design phase,
with construction expected in late 2023
or 2024.
~ Placer County press release
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This Fourth of July, Drones
Instead of Fireworks
NORTH LAKE TAHOE

After a two-year Independence Day
fireworks hiatus to reduce Covid-19
transmission, North Lake Tahoe will
resume its celebrations this year in a
new way. The North Lake Tahoe Resort
Association, North Tahoe Business
Association, and Tahoe City Downtown
Association announced on March 31
that drone light shows will be part of
the Independence Day celebrations on
July 3 in Kings Beach and the Fourth of
July in Tahoe City in place of traditional
pyrotechnic fireworks displays. The
two communities are following in the
footsteps of Incline Village and Crystal
Bay, which announced in February that
drones would be used to celebrate the
Fourth of July instead of fireworks.
The drone light shows, coordinated by
professional aerial starlight production

6

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED: Cameron Tatara, a 10th grader at Tahoe Expedition Academy, placed
second in a national essay contest. Here, he’s pictured with his parents and a Veterans of Foreign Wars
representative. Courtesy photo

vendor Great Lakes Drone Company, will
feature custom performances up to 15
minutes in length and choreographed
to music. Both will take place over Lake
Tahoe, with over 100 drones taking
off from and returning to shore at the
conclusion of the shows. The shows will be
just one part of the events and activities
planned in North Lake Tahoe in celebration of the July 4 holiday.
In addition to eliminating the risk of fire
and environmental pollution in the lake
and watershed, another significant benefit
of the drone light shows is their reduced
audio impact on domestic pets and local
wildlife.
Utilizing a combination of Transient
Occupancy Tax and Tourism Business
Improvement District dollars, the shows
are made possible by a presenting
sponsorship from the NLTRA and will
be produced by the two local business
associations. The drone light shows
will take place at the Kings Beach State
Recreation Area on July 3 in collaboration
with the NTBA, and at Commons Beach
in Tahoe City on July 4 in partnership with
the TCDA.
Learn more about the festivities
planned in North Lake Tahoe to celebrate
Independence Day at gotahoenorth.com.
~ NLTRA, NTBA, TCDA press release

13 Targeting Catalytic Converters

PLACER COUNTY

Thieves in Placer County continue to
target catalytic converters. The Placer
County Sheriff’s Office has received over

Expect Excellence

20 reports of such thefts since December,
bringing the number of stolen converters
to over 100 since January of 2021. Staff
believes there are many more thefts that
have not been reported.
Thieves can steal catalytic converters
from vehicles in about five minutes, and
the resale price on the street can reach up
to a thousand dollars. This is a reminder to
park vehicles in well-lit and well-populated
areas.
The sheriff’s office also invites residents
to participate in the catalytic converter
engraving program launched last year.
PCSO has partnered with several auto
repair shops around the county to offer
a service that engraves owners’ license
plate numbers or VIN numbers onto
their converter; the goal is to make the
converter less appealing for thieves to saw
off. A marked catalytic converter can also
help detectives identify who it belongs to
in the event it is stolen. Some auto repair
shops also offer additional services to
secure catalytic converters to further deter
thieves. Below is a list of participating auto
repair shops below:
Knutz Auto & Truck
901 Placer Blvd., Ste. C, Rocklin
(916)-337-7993
goknutz.com
The Master Technicians, Inc.
12209 Locksley Ln., #15, Auburn
(530) 889-9682
mastertechnicians.net
Sierra Auto Care
3270 Swetzer Rd., Loomis
(916) 652-6196
sierraautocare.net
~ PCSO Facebook post
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The Secret Mountain
Laboratory
Kings Beach radio station helped kindle
Tahoe’s 1970s “freeform” vibe

In the Past
BY DAVID FENIMORE
Special to Moonshine Ink
In the mid-1970s, if you were
a Tahoe/Truckee music lover,
that probably meant listening to KSML, “The Radio
Voice of the Secret Mountain
Laboratory.”
On local airwaves from late
’74 until early ’77, KSML
was a “freeform” station, a
countercultural alternative to
traditional radio. Instead of
requiring DJs to follow playlists, freeform stations treated
them as artists, allowing them
to play whatever music they
wanted. KSML was different
from most freeform of the day
for two reasons: It was a commercial operation, supporting
itself by selling advertising;
and it served a mostly rural
population.
Its founder was an East Coast
trust-funder named Dwight
Tindle. In 1970, Tindle had
become the youngest person
ever to own an FCC-licensed
radio station when, 21

years old and fresh from
Woodstock, he founded
KDKB in Phoenix, Arizona.
It was only the second station
in that market to play cuttingedge music of the era, and the
first to give its DJs complete
creative control.
But, as KDKB grew more
popular, advertisers pressured
it to go more mainstream, and
soon the sales department
was demanding playlists.
“Less Jefferson Airplane and
more John Denver,” read one
management memo. Tindle,
who loved all kinds of music,
grew bored. In 1973 he sold
KDKB and moved to Tahoe’s
West Shore.
The following year he
purchased KNLT, a struggling little station operating
from a trailer on Brockway
Summit, and he spread the
word of a retreat where
like-minded radio friends
could experiment with new
kinds of programming at what
he called his “secret mountain
laboratory.” Answering the
call were several dozen DJs,
artists, musicians, and media

visionaries from as far away
as the UK and Texas, and as
close by as San Francisco and
the Comstock.
Over the summer of 1974 he
renovated a rented studio in
Kings Beach and equipped
it with turntables, four-track
tape machines, a custom
carved redwood control
board, and a vast, eclectic
record library that filled wallto-wall shelves.
Remembering how KDKB
had been hijacked by its sales
staff, Tindle made KSML, in
his words, “self-managing.”
Every staff member would be
paid the same, and decisions
would be made collectively
at weekly meetings. They
were all to work together as
family, or maybe like a hippie
commune of members who
happened to live separately
in rented ski cabins. DJs
adopted catchy names like
“Dutch Flat,” “Dump Truck
O’Neill,” “Yukon Jack,” and
“Reno X. Nevada,” and were
given free rein to program
their own shows.
On a November morning in
1974, KSML went live. The
first voice was Tindle’s — by
then he was calling himself
“Ukulele Ike” — introducing his favorite Buffalo
Springfield song, “On the Way
Home”:
When the dream came
I held my breath with my eyes
closed
I went insane
Like a smoke ring day when the
wind blows

MEDIA MAVERICK: KSML Founder/Owner Dwight “Ukulele Ike” Tindle spent many an
hour at the Brockway Summit transmitter shack working to diagnose the station’s
recurrent signal woes. Courtesy photo
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Though the other side is just the
same

KING BUILDING: Writer David Fenimore visits a Kings Beach landmark. Now it
is home to restaurants and shops; in the 1970s it was the heart of the Secret
Mountain Laboratory. Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

SIGN OF THE TIMES: Famed Kings Beach woodcarver Ron Ramsey created the
redwood sign for the King Building at the corner of North Lake Boulevard and
Bear Street where KSML’s studios were located. Courtesy photo

You can tell my dream is real …
Tindle’s dream was now real.
But it soon ran into trouble.
The first problem was the
transmitter atop Nevada’s
Highway 267, which meant
that the signal to parts of the
North Shore was shadowed
by Mt. Watson (above Tahoe
City). Then-salesperson
Benita Luke recalls how this
spotty coverage made her job
more challenging. “It was not
easy,” she says. “Monot even
MOONSHINEINK.COM

pick it up. I think merchants
bought advertising with
hopes it would grow into
better coverage for everyone.
Anyone who heard it, of
course, loved the freeform
style along with the beloved
radio personalities.”
Multiple attempts failed to
install boosters on Ward
Peak and Slide Mountain.
But thanks mainly to the
music — where else could
See MOUNTAIN
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you hear Joni Mitchell, Miles Davis,
Mozart, Steely Dan, Pete Seeger, Eric
Clapton, and Curtis Mayfield, all in
the same hour? — KSML was soon
paying the bills. A list of sponsors
reads like a survey of Tahoe’s longgone local bars, restaurants, and retail
outlets: The Gold Spike, The Wharf,
The Beach House, Colonel Clair’s,
Nectar Madness, The Bear Pen, The
Soda Springs Hotel, The Fanny Bridge
Inn, the 11-7 Whatever Shop, Donner
Music, and Pizza Junction. On the
South Shore were The Sugar House,
Yank’s Station, Tahoe Waterbeds, the
Deadhead, Eucalyptus Records, and
Tahoe Bike & Ski.
The commercials were as creative
as the music: flash comedy skits
produced by the same team that,
on weekends, called themselves
The Secret Mountain Players and
presented classic radio theatre
like H.G. Wells’ War of the Worlds.
We-the-People Food Co-op and other
nonprofit organizations aired public
service messages, and local bands
like Loomis Rumor, Sutro Sympathy
Orchestra, Warren Jay Band, and
Acme Bluegrass were listed on the

weekly music calendar and featured in
live broadcasts.
Nevertheless, KSML was not
universally beloved. For every loyal
listener, there was someone who not
only disliked the music, but found
the station’s attitude offensive or
even dangerous. Truckee still felt
like a tough little railroad and timber
town, not yet dependent on tourists
and second-home owners, with the
Louisiana Pacific mill in full operation
and freight trains filling the railyard.
The North and West shores were home
to families who had lived there for
generations. Secret Mountain news
director Tom McKoy remembers a
“conservative, Old Tahoe element
who could not abide the long-haired,
dope-smoking interlopers” at KSML.
It didn’t help that these hippies were
running press releases from the
National Organization for the Reform
of Marijuana Laws, in between the
Grateful Dead singing about cocaine,
Woody Guthrie’s anti-capitalist folk
songs, and advertisements for bongs
and rolling papers at the “head shop.”
Another problem was certain
members of the on-air staff became

LONG-HAIRED INTERLOPERS: An early promotional ﬂyer shows most of the lab rats KSML had attracted
from far and near. Back row, left to right: Travus T. Hipp, Dalton “Reno X. Nevada” Hirsch, Bob “Baba”
O’Lear, Niki Mosberg, Michael Turner, Larry “Artie Fatbuckle” Yurdin, Bill “Dump Truck O’Neill”
Ashford, John “Pumpkin Bill” Apicella, Dwight “Ukulele Ike” Tindle (with beverage). Middle row: Allan
Mason, Curt Holzer, David “Fleen” Fenimore, Judy Roderick, Tom McKoy. Front row: Bob “Bojangles”
Rogers, Jerry Chamkis, Diane Bateman, Michael Sava. Courtesy photo

notorious for coming to work under
ming,” he says, “and alienated a lot of
the influence. Late-night listeners got
people with its owner’s wild, destrucused to incoherent ramblings, sloppy
tive behavior.”
engineering, and the “snick-snick” of
On the other hand, John “Pumpkin
unattended vinyl reaching its concluBill” Apicella, director of the Secret
sion while the DJ dozed off or was
Mountain Players, takes issue with
otherwise engaged. Sometimes the
that: “I didn’t consider Dwight any
chaos could come together beautimore apt to bad behavior than (some
fully, as when country rocker and
of) the rest of us. The immediate
Coors enthusiast Jerry Jeff Walker
culprit was the drought that dried up
improvised guitar breaks behind an
our ad sales.”
equally intoxicated weatherman’s
report. Or when
another celebrity
SOMETIMES THE CHAOS COULD
guest, Hoyt
COME TOGETHER BEAUTIFULLY,
Axton, quite
AS WHEN COUNTRY ROCKER AND
competently took
COORS ENTHUSIAST JERRY JEFF
over the controls
WALKER IMPROVISED GUITAR BREAKS
when Dump Truck
O’Neill passed
BEHIND AN EQUALLY INTOXICATED
out on the studio
WEATHERMAN’S REPORT.
floor.
Maybe it all boiled down to the
shortcomings of “self-management.”
By 1976, preoccupied by his fastpaced personal life, Tindle had grown
disengaged from daily operations, and
receptionists and accountants were
neglecting 9-to-5 chores like sales
reports and answering the phones.
Some of them, despite their inexperience, got behind a microphone,
and when one aired Frank Zappa’s
anatomically explicit “Bwana Dik,”
an alert and disapproving ‘Old Tahoe’
listener notified the FCC, which
fined the station $5,000 — a crushing
penalty, back then.

NEWS WITH ALTITUDE: Ed Miller, right, who has worn many hats during his years at Lake Tahoe, and fellow
announcer Todd Tolces deliver their satirical take on the 5 p.m. KSML news. Courtesy photo
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Jesse Walker, author of Rebels on the
Air: An Alternative History of Radio in
America, places the blame for KSML’s
demise squarely on Tindle’s shoulders: “KSML attracted a loyal fan
base with its wild, creative program-

In other words, KSML’s crash landing
wasn’t solely the fault of the signal,
or Tindle, or the MIA receptionists,
or those late-night guys who fell
asleep on the air. The knockout punch
was the historic 1976/77 drought,
which cratered the local economy.
Advertising revenues plummeted, and
one Friday in February the paychecks
suddenly didn’t show up. Some staff
members jumped ship right away.
Others stuck around, but they were
working for free: Ukulele Ike had run
out of money.
Tindle had financed his dream with
silent investors who were no longer so
silent. Within a few weeks they had
ridden into town, given notice to the
remaining staff, hired new management, and replaced almost everything
from the redwood control board and
the record library to the much-loved
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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the music of the Woodstock
Generation is now called.
Today, when radio has lost so much
ground to iTunes, Spotify, and Sirius
XM, most stations that still broadcast music on the airwaves have
grown ever-more tightly formatted,
even in the case of college and public
radio. As author Walker says, KSML
was “notable for the influence it
should have had but didn’t. It was
born too late, and it came of age as
commercial freeform was dying.”
Almost 50 years later, the Secret
Mountain Laboratory is nearly
forgotten. But, as Tom McKoy puts
it, those staff members and local
listeners who remain, “remember the
radio river in which we all walked for
a brief shining period.”
THE DJ AS ARTIST: KSML Program Director David “Fleen” Fenimore (this story’s author) works the custom-carved redwood control board during his daily air shift.
Courtesy photo

old coffee machine. Amid the turnover, a few DJs got to do their final
shift, one ending hers with Harry
Nilsson’s “You’re Breakin’ My Heart”
and another with Woody Guthrie’s
“So Long, It’s Been Good to Know
Yuh.” Fittingly, it was Tindle himself
who signed off for the last time, on
March 10, 1977, with that same
Buffalo Springfield song. This time
Neil Young’s lyrics sent a different
message:
Now I won’t be back ‘till later on
If I do come back at all
But you know me, and I miss you now
When 101.7 FM went back on the
air a couple months later, the call
letters had been changed to KEZC
and freeform replaced by something
called “Easy Country,” a mix of

SIDE HUSTLE: North Tahoe’s Benita Luke, left, then
a KSML salesperson, and program director David
“Fleen” Fenimore model their classic ’70s look
outside the old Hofbrau Haus where Luke and
West Shore resident Ed Miller produced concerts
back in the day. Courtesy photo
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

syrupy Nashville hits from the ’50s
and ’60s targeting an older, rural
demographic. Instead of Stevie
Wonder or The Clash, the KSML
audience heard Eddy Arnold crooning over the RCA orchestra, with
unintentional irony:
What’s he doin’ in my world?
What’s he doin’ holdin’ my world?
Dump Truck, Dutch Flat, and the
other “beloved radio personalities”
had been replaced by an enormous
robot that played pre-recorded
11-inch tape reels in computer-controlled rotation. The only on-air jobs
left at the station were 8-hour shifts
pushing buttons — the antithesis of
creative control.
That spring, hard-core listeners threw the Secret Mountain
Laboratory a farewell party in
Sierraville at what was then called
Campbell Hot Springs (now called
Sierra Hot Springs). Sutro Sympathy
Orchestra and Loomis Rumor
played, the Secret Mountain Players
performed, and a friend showed up
from Arizona lugging two burlap
sacks of freshly picked peyote
buttons. It ended up as a freeform
48-hour sex, drugs, and rock-and-roll
celebration.
Tindle moved back to Phoenix,
cleaned up his act, and over the next
three decades pursued various radio,
music, and award-winning movie
projects. Before he died in 2006, he
was inducted into the Arizona Music
& Entertainment Hall of Fame
alongside such better-known names

as Stevie Nicks, Alice Cooper, the
Tubes, and Linda Ronstadt.
Back at North Tahoe, Easy Country
was bought and sold several times
and eventually became corporateowned KODS Reno, its powerful
transmitter atop Slide Mountain
broadcasting “classic hits” — what

~ David Fenimore left college to
work the all-night show at KDKB
Phoenix and followed Dwight Tindle
to the Secret Mountain Laboratory.
A longtime Tahoe/Truckee resident,
he recently retired from the University
of Nevada, Reno. He thanks his old
friends who contributed to this story,
and most of all he thanks Dwight for
changing his life.

Join Moonshine’s Team
Office Assistant
The right candidate is an energetic professional who
doesn’t mind wearing multiple hats, has a positive
attitude, and likes to work with a motivated creative
team. Position includes general office work, membership
program development, special event planning, website
development, and more. Candidate must possess
excellent communication and customer service skills,
organization and time management efficiency, and
computer literacy. Must be proficient in Word, Excel, and
Google Docs. Experience and knowledge of Adobe
Creative Cloud are big pluses.

Interested in joining an award-winning
team in Truckee and North Lake Tahoe?
Send resume and a brief
statement about why you are the
right fit to staff@moonshineink.com
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Crux of the Matter
An events production company born for the community has relied
on creativity and willpower through trials

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

I

n late January 2006, Truckee
resident James “Woody” Woodruff
was at the Winter X Games putting on
his boots. At the time, he was working
as CEO of Global Event Management
and embedded in the world of organizing and marketing major events,
traveling more than 200 days a year.
As he laced up his footwear, getting
ready for another hectic workday at
the X Games, a TV blared in the background. Glancing over, Woody saw
a picture of his brother flash on the
screen. It stopped him in his tracks.

assigned to the Middle East to cover
the 2006 Palestinian elections. On
Jan. 29, 2006, an improvised explosive
device detonated along a road in Iraq,
where Bob happened to be traveling.
He and his cameraman, Doug Vogt,
were seriously injured. Along with the
world, Woody heard the news about
his brother on a television newscast.
“Nobody thought he was gonna make
it, including the medics and everybody
that was with him,” Woody told
Moonshine Ink. “He was in a coma
for, I think it was 38 days. I jumped
on a plane and went back to New York
and for the next year pretty much, I
was taking care of him and his family.”

That one moment shifted the course
of Woody’s life in a way he’d never
imagined.

As his brother healed (enough so
that he would eventually return to
ABC), Woody watched his nieces and
nephews not only grieve over their
father’s injury, but also lament the
amount of time he spent away from
them working as a war correspondent.

The month before, Bob Woodruff had
been selected as an anchor for ABC
World News Tonight, and was quickly

“That’s when I decided, okay, I’m
gonna get out of Global Event
Management,” he said.

SMASHING CADILLAC: The 2021 Cadillac Ball, hosted by the Rotary Club of Truckee and themed Cirque
du Truckee, was transformed by Crux Events. “The event, it needed to breathe some new life into it,” said
Kelly Gove, chair for the event. “We knew we had to make an impression on people so they keep coming
back. And I think we did that.” Courtesy photo

Woody wanted to be closer to his
own family in Truckee, where he’d
lived for five or so years with his
wife, 1-year-old son, and 3-year-old
daughter. He also sought to grow
closer to the community he’d lived in

since 2001. (He’d lived in Tahoe City
for 15 years prior to that.)
Though a shadow of what it would
become, Crux Events was created
under Woody’s guiding hand. First
functioning under the name as the
operational division within a media
event company called 48 Straight,
Crux evolved into its own event
production company in 2008.
With strengths in audio, lighting,
staging, video — in that order — the
staff builds the foundations of events
using state-of-the-art equipment
that fills Crux’s Verdi warehouse.
The business mostly operates in
the Truckee and North Tahoe area,
though some events have taken them
up and down California and east to
Utah.
“We had a lot of production experience,” Woodruff said of Crux’s early
LINCHPINS OF CRUX: Pictured left to right
are Alissa Niedz, Dustie Eleen, James (Woody)
Woodruff, Amanda Woodruff, and Mike Miller
at the Crux Events warehouse. These ﬁve
people, plus additional warehouse staff, are
foundational to the events company. Photo by
Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink
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repeat business) or attracting business
development or attracting new clients
because I’m educating people on what
we do.”

days, when he and partner Ryan
Lindquist were starting out. “I had
tried to do events in Truckee before
and I had to rent everything from San
Francisco because there just wasn’t
the quality [event production] gear
that we needed locally.”

What sets Crux apart, beyond having highly experienced staff, is its
determination to build a vision, Niedz
said. “At the end of the day, the client
really appreciates the fact that we are
not a checklist. Like, I need a stage, I
need lighting, I need tables and chairs.
We ask the why. What are you doing?
What’s the theme? What are you trying
to accomplish?”

Crux’s touch has graced signature
events in and around Tahoe: the
Wanderlust Festival, Spartan races,
Truckee Thursdays, the Truckee Thaw
Craw music festival, concerts and festivals at area ski resorts, happenings
out of the High Fives Foundation and
Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe,
major corporate events, numerous
weddings, WinterWonderGrass, and
more.

That’s not to say Crux has only
glowing reviews — Niedz did say there
have been instances where a client has
been disappointed, but the company
does seek out the root of the problem
to move forward with lessons learned.

And then, of course, Covid-19 happened. Events started dropping one by
one. In March of 2020, Crux canceled
millions of dollars’ worth of contracts.

In 2021, as events emerged back
into the offline world and the largest
Covid-19 concerns grew smaller in
the world’s rearview mirror, another
barrier sprang to life: wildfire. Crux
events had been canceled before by
wildfire presence, but nothing like the
cancellations staff saw last summer — about 22 during August and
September.

“We were right in the crosshairs.
People asked me, what do you do for
a living? And I said, well, I put a lot
of people in a small space,” Woodruff
joked, referencing the mandates asking people to avoid such gatherings.
The event company shifted gears for
survival, offering virtual and hybrid
events to stay afloat: high school
graduations, visits to Mr. and Mrs.
Claus at the North Pole, a Google corporate retreat. Crux wasn’t thriving,
Woody said, but it managed to break
even.
“Before Covid we had a team of five,
full-time dedicated employees,” said
Dustie Eleen, controller for Crux.
“After Covid, because of everything
canceling, we went down to all working remotely and even through all that,
Woody paid us what he could pay us
to keep our bills paid, to keep us from
going somewhere else.”
Eleen said that without funding
options like the federal Paycheck

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO YOU: In December 2020, Crux Events set up a virtual North Pole,
complete with Mr. and Mrs. Claus, who sat in front of a “green screen,” where kids of Martis Camp could be
transported to. “[The kids] took it hook, line, sinker,” said James Woodruff, owner and founder of Crux. “It
made their Christmas.” Courtesy photos

Protection Program and Economic
Injury Disaster Loan, Crux would not
have survived the pandemic without
significant loss. As some full-time
staffers departed, Eleen and Mike
Miller, the technical director, broadened their skills. “We all know how to
do everything at this point, basically,”
Eleen said.
Alissa Niedz, a former colleague from
his days on the road and a friend of
Woody, moved to Truckee in June
2021, and began working as account

LOCAL VOICES

MAKING CLIMATE CHOICES

director as Crux was reentering the
world of live events.
“I look at my role as a few different
things,” Niedz said. “One, to alleviate
some of the pressure from [Woody]
so that he can focus on the higherlevel business and get back to the
roots of Crux. Number two, working
closely with him so that I can learn
more from him, be more creative and
solutions-oriented. And number three,
I really love going out and either
[performing] client retention (doing

This could
be you!

Niedz, only a couple months into
her time living in Truckee, said the
smoke from multiple fires and the
threat of the Caldor Fire weighed
heavy on the Crux staff shoulders.
“Everybody was so excited that
we had all this business back on the
books,” she continued. “And then it
was like, literally crushing. One day
there were 10 calls: We’ve gotta move
this, or this is canceled. Clients asking
again, ‘Can we move this to 2022?
Can we move this?’”
This year, those interested in utilizing
Crux’s services are mostly booking
in June and July to beat the ticking
See CRUX p. 24

"Little changes can
make big waves! I
try my best to live
green by reducing
single-use plastics
and picking up trash
whenever I see it."

Share your voice & join us on
VisitTruckeeTahoe.com/LocalVoices
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CRUX from p. 23

clock of seemingly inevitable wildfire
seasons. “People that are booking in
August,” Woody said. “I mean, I’m not
gonna bring it up.”
Similar to other businesses across the
country, Crux Events is short-staffed,
having lost key positions during its
Covid dormancy. Now, the company
finds itself having to say no to certain
events.
“When you’re this busy and you’re still
down staff, you have to evaluate what
are good pieces of business to take on
and where the [return on investment]
is going to be,” Niedz said.
A major local event Crux did commit
to in 2021 was the Rotary Club of
Truckee’s main annual fundraiser: the
Cadillac Ball. Kelly Gove is a director
with the rotary and chaired the ball
last November. For years up until
2021, the fundraiser had been held at

VERDI FORTRESS: Equipment for Crux Events sits
in a Verdi warehouse, with industrial shelves full of
supplies for staging, lighting, sound, display, and
video. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

the Ritz-Carlton. To save money on
the venue, the rotary decided to hold
the ball at the Truckee Community
Recreation Center in 2021 with the
theme of Cirque du Truckee.
“We knew we’d have to transform the
rec center in order to make it feel
fancy and feel like something people
would want to go to and didn’t feel
like your step class,” Gove said. That’s
where Crux came in along with a
Reno-based business called Celadon
Events, which provided décor.
Woody had an amazing vision, Gove
continued, and was able to rally his
troops despite being short-staffed.
“There were so many things that
happened as we were, the couple
days before the event, spontaneously
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PRINT AD SPECIAL
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throwing things in,” she said. “…
Things that we hadn’t thought of
because it was the first time we were
having it at the rec center, we hadn’t
really anticipated. [Woody] was really
generous with his creativity and all
the lighting options and sound options
and his staff. People were really blown
away. I’m still getting emails and
comments from people, the best party
they’d been to in years.”
The rotary will continue to work with
Crux for the Cadillac Ball — “100%,”
Gove added.
Woody was candid about his struggles
in owning an events-focused business
over the past two years.
“I’ve definitely been questioning it,” he
said. “I was very close to throwing in
the towel, but because of a few really
amazing employees that I have, they’re

the ones that brought me back up and
helped me get to where we are today.”
Eleen said she’s extremely proud of
the company’s ability stay afloat during
extremely trying times: “I think we made
it through not because of money but
the love we have for each other and our
community.”
Burdens as they were, the coronavirus
pandemic and wildfire impacts have
taught Woody not only that his company
can pivot and survive, but that gatherings unite a community in a critical way.
“Events are so important to everybody
and you’re seeing that right now,”
Woody said. “Everybody’s so excited
and stoked to get back to doing what
we were doing in 2019. And nobody’s
more stoked than us because it is my
livelihood.”
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1 Chase International and EKN

Development Raise $100,000 in 20
Minutes
CRYSTAL BAY

What started as an annual company
meeting for Chase International turned into
an unprecedented 20-minute event that
raised $100,000 to support Operation Save
the Tahoe Basin, a fundraising project to
purchase a ﬁre rescue helicopter.
During every annual meeting, Chase
International sets aside time to unveil its
yearly project as part of the “Chase Cares”
company-wide mission to support the communities in which they live. For this annual
meeting, Chase invited Scott Lindgren, ﬁre
chief for the Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection
District, to educate the agents and staff
about his district’s (and others in the Basin)
initiative to raise money to purchase a ﬁre
rescue helicopter.
Within moments after Chief Lindgren’s
presentation, Dunn announced that if
every agent donated just $62 that Chase
International could raise $20,000. He
then revealed that EKN would match
that amount if that occurred. To add to

the sizzle, Shari Chase, founder and CEO
of Chase International, announced that
Chase Cares would match every dollar
raised by the people in the room. Twenty
minutes later, agents and staff of Chase
International, Chase Cares, and EKN raised
$100,000.
Chase International unveiled Chase Cares
– Tahoe Douglas Fire District Helicopter
Fundraiser the following day. For speciﬁc
details and to donate to the ﬁre rescue
helicopter project, visit tahoeﬁre.org/
helicopter.
~ EKN, Chase International press release

2

Suddenlink Case Returns to
Nevada County Court
TRUCKEE

A case originally ﬁled with the Nevada
County Superior Court in Truckee against
Suddenlink Communications, then sent up
to federal court, has returned to the county
for ruling.
Plaintiffs Kathy Bow, Robert Papp, and
Susan Weisinger ﬁled a lawsuit against
Suddenlink Communications, a subsidiary
of Altice USA, on Jan. 15, 2021. The

MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING UP
Airport GM Departs
TRUCKEE

Truckee Tahoe Airport District General
Manager Kevin Smith is moving on
after 12 years in the position. His tenure
will end May 6.
Smith informed Moonshine that he will
be working as a western market leader
in aviation planning for Mead & Hunt,
a national planning and engineering
company.
“I want to thank each member of the
board of directors for their friendship
and support they have extended to me
as well as my family during my tenure as
general manager,” Smith shared through
the district. “… I also want to express my
deep appreciation to our wonderful TTAD
staff team which I have had the privilege
of working with. I am very proud of this
team, and know the airport is in very good
hands and set up for future success.”
~ AH
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Local Business Leaders Elected to
NLTRA Board
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Six North Lake Tahoe area business
leaders were recently elected by the
North Lake Tahoe Resort Association/
Chamber of Commerce membership to
join the volunteer board of directors for
the resort association. The new members will each serve a three-year term.
The NLTRA board of directors guides
the work of the organization in its
responsibilities under the North Lake
Tahoe Tourism Business Improvement
District and in contracts with Placer
County that focus on destination
management and marketing, housing
and transportation, and destination
stewardship initiatives.
The members who assumed new
board positions include:
• Jill Schott, Tahoe Moon Properties
(ﬁrst term)

3

Alterra Announces Largest
Single-Year Investment for Capital
Improvements
DENVER, COLORADO

Alterra Mountain Company has
announced its plans to invest $344
million in capital improvements for winter
2022/23, reaching over $1 billion invested
in transformational changes over the past
ﬁve years. This reafﬁrms the company’s
dedication to enhance the guest experience at its 15 North American destinations
and almost doubles the original ﬁnancial
commitment of $555 million over ﬁve
years announced when the company was
formed in 2018.

• Tom Turner, Gar Woods Grill and Pier
(returning)
• Dave Wilderotter, Tahoe Dave’s
(returning)
• Mike DeGroff (ﬁrst term)
• Dan Tester, Granite Peak Management
(returning)
• David Lockard (returning)
To ﬁnd the full list of new appointees,
including executive committee, TBID
advisory committee, and Zone 1 advisory
committee members, visit moonshineink.
com/tahoe-news/briefs.
~ NLTRA press release

Co-Executive Directors Take Helm
at Tahoe Food Hub
TRUCKEE

Susie Sutphin, founder of Tahoe Food
Hub, is moving into a senior advisor
role at the organization and resigning as
executive director. She and the Tahoe
Food Hub board are proud to announce
Marissa Yakaitis and Peter Lehmkuhl as the
new co-executive director team.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

ES

$100,000 IN 20 MINUTES: At a March 23 annual Chase International meeting, $100,000 was raised
toward a ﬁre rescue helicopter for the Tahoe Basin. Photo courtesy Chase International
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plaintiffs alleged with the Superior
Court of California in Nevada County
that Suddenlink has made false claims
with its promised provision of home
internet services. On March 11, 2021,
Suddenlink pushed the case to federal
court, and just over a month later, on
April 15, ﬁled a motion requesting the
case to enter arbitration — a way to resolve
the case outside of court. By May 13, the
plaintiffs ﬁled a motion to bring the case
back to state court. On Feb. 1, 2022, U.S.
District Judge Troy Nunley, of United States
District Court, Eastern District of California,
granted the plaintiffs’ request.
In an email to Moonshine Ink, Julie
Erickson, Erickson Kramer Osborne
attorney representing the plaintiffs, wrote,
“We are still waiting for Suddenlink’s
response to the complaint in state court.
We just received a notice from the federal
court last Friday informing the parties that
the order remanding the case back to state
court had ﬁnally been served on the state
court, so we likely won’t see a response
until early April.”
~ AH
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This year’s $344 million plan includes
$237 million in large-scale resort development, including $93 million in increased
capacity and terrain expansion, $91 million
in skier services upgrades, and $16 million
in guest experience technology to improve
the booking and on-site experience. The
largest focus of the annual investment will
support ﬁve major destinations, including
the continuation of major developments at
Palisades Tahoe in California.
A $65 million base-to-base gondola at
Palisades Tahoe will be completed for the
22/23 winter season. The gondola will
connect the two mountains of the resort
for the ﬁrst time, giving skiers and riders
a new way to access a combined 6,000
acres of storied terrain. Palisades Tahoe will
become the third-largest ski area in North
America. The 16-minute gondola ride will
take skiers and riders between two base
areas, The Village at Palisades Tahoe and
Alpine Lodge, reducing road congestion
in the region and making it easier to enjoy
both mountains in a single day. It is the ﬁrst
gondola of its kind in North America, with
four terminals connecting two base areas
via a climb of nearly 2,000 vertical feet,
offering panoramic views of Lake Tahoe and
the Sierra Nevada.
Also under the Alterra umbrella, three
new destinations have been added to the
Ikon Pass community: Chamonix MontBlanc Valley in France, Sun Valley in Idaho,
and Snowbasin in Utah. The pass went on
sale for the 22/23 season on March 10.
~ Alterra press releases

Sutphin founded the 501(c)(3) nonproﬁt
Tahoe Food Hub in 2012 after a year-long
independent study on local food systems.
Over the past 10 years, she has guided
the organization in creating a network of
diverse family farms throughout the Sierra
Nevada to increase access to local food
for North Lake Tahoe. As the organization
has grown, she has developed the Farm
to Market, Giving Box, Farmer Resiliency,
and Farm to School programs.
Yakaitis joined Tahoe Food Hub in 2019
as the program director after moving to
the area from Vermont where she ran a
similar program. Lehmkuhl joined in March
2020 as the operations director after
managing the Claire Tappaan Lodge for
15 years. They are excited to bring their
visions together to build on the organization’s strong foundation.
Visit the Tahoe Food Hub website
to learn more about its programs and
services that beneﬁt the Truckee/Tahoe
community, tahoefoodhub.org.
~ TFH press release
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HELP GETTING HOME: As
home prices have soared
beyond most families’ means in
recent years, agencies around
the region have recognized
the need for homebuyer
assistance programs to help
low- and middle-income families
purchase a home.

BY MELISSA SIIG

Special to Moonshine Ink

W

ith the average home price in the Tahoe
Basin and Truckee hovering around
$1 million — or in the case of Incline
Village, surpassing $1.5 million — it can be nearly
impossible for local residents to purchase marketrate homes. Fortunately, local governments and
organizations have recognized the dilemma and
have created programs in recent years to help
locals realize the dreams of home ownership.
While this help is sorely needed, the rising costs
of homes and low inventory still make it challenging for area families and workers to take
advantage of these programs.

Town of Truckee

In March, the Truckee Town Council approved
its first major homebuyer assistance program, the
Below Market Rate Housing Program. Modeled
after the much-imitated Vail InDEED, Truckee’s
program creates a deed-restricted inventory of
homes that only income-qualified applicants can
participate in. Income requirements limit the
program to households that make a maximum of
245% of area medium income, which was $92,400
for a family of four in 2021. This means that a
family of four could make up to $226,400 to
qualify for the program, according to Assistant to
the Town Manager Hilary Hobbs.
“It’s a pretty high income,” Hobbs said. “It’s a
pretty tough nut to crack to find how to structure
a program to access homes where the median
home price is pushing $1 million.”
The program also specifies that the purchaser
cannot have liquid assets, such as stocks, cash,
or equity in another property, that exceed 30%
of the sale price, and that at least one member of
the household is a full-time employee within the
Tahoe Truckee Unified School District boundaries, or has a job offer within that area.
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“The intent is to support our local workforce and
local employers who have trouble filling positions
due to the lack of housing,” Hobbs said.

Placer County have applied and qualified for the
program, but so far none have been able to buy a
home in Tahoe.

As part of the Below Market Rate Housing
Program, the town offers qualified candidates up
to 16% of the sale price, capped at $150,000, to
purchase a deed restriction on the property. The
deed stays with the property for 55 years, and if
the home sells before that time, the 55-year term
renews.

“As you can imagine, since it launched right at
the height of the market, we have had problems
with buyers being able to find homes — even with
the 16% [assistance] — that they can afford, and
there has been low inventory as well,” Setzer said.

The Below Market Rate Housing Program will
launch this summer.
The town currently has 12 deed-restricted forsale homes at Stoneridge Condominiums, Spring
Creek, and Coyote Run II, which were created
under development agreements as part of the
town’s inclusionary policy.

Placer County

Like Truckee, Placer County’s Workforce Housing
Preservation Program, which started last July,
was inspired by Vail InDEED. The county pays
buyers 16% of the purchase price up to $150,000.
This, coupled with the 4% the homebuyer must
contribute to the down payment, eliminates the
need for mortgage insurance. In exchange, Placer
County places a deed restriction on the home for
55 years.
Placer’s program has the same income requirement as Truckee’s — 245% of area median
income, which was $91,100 in 2020, according
to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development — and candidates must work within
the TTUSD boundaries.
According to Placer County Senior Management
Analyst Emily Setzer, 20 people in Eastern

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Because of that, the county is debating modifying
the program by eliminating income restrictions and having only the local worker criteria,
and potentially creating a cash-offer program.
According to Setzer, 40% of homes sold in the
Sierra Board of Realtors district in 2021 were
cash offers.
The county also has a First Time Homebuyer
Assistance Program, which is open to households
that make 80% of area median income ($72,500
for a family of four). The program provides flexible second mortgages to help families purchase
their first homes in the unincorporated areas of
Placer County. Due to the high cost of homes in
North Tahoe, only 12 households have been able
to take advantage of this program, the last one in
2011, according to Devon McNally, an associate
planner with Placer’s Community Development
Resource Agency.

Martis Fund

The Martis Fund, which was founded in 2006
by the Martis Camp developers, Mountain Area
Preservation, and Sierra Watch, created its
Down Payment Assistance Program in 2016. The
program originally offered a loan of up to 10% of
the purchase price with a cap of $50,000, but the
organization recently increased both the percentage and dollar amount.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

“With the price points and what’s happening [in the housing market], we
deemed it necessary to increase to 15% and $75,000,” said Tom Murphy,
Martis Fund board president.
The program has an income restriction of 180% of area median income,
which equates to roughly $150,480 for a family of four, and participants must
work within TTUSD boundaries. All principal and interest payments on the
down payment assistance loans are deferred until the home is sold.
DPAP does not currently include a deed restriction, although if a homeowner
sells his or her house, the buyer has to meet the income qualifications. This
could change in the future.
“We are trying to find ways to keep the inventory in perpetuity,” Murphy said. “We
are working with Placer County and Truckee to have deed-restricted programs and other restriction caveats.”
Thus far, Martis Fund has invested over $2.4 million in DPAP and helped 54
families, with an average loan amount of $41,378.

El Dorado County

The El Dorado County First Time Homebuyer Loan Program assists lowincome families with second mortgage financing for the purchases of their
first homes. The program, which is only available in the unincorporated
areas, offers a deferred-payment, second-mortgage loan for a 30-year term at
3% interest to qualified borrowers. Income eligibility is 80% of area median
income, which is $83,710.
“The real advantage is that the payments are deferred for 30 years, basically the term of the first mortgage,” said C.J. Freeland, an administrative
analyst with El Dorado’s Housing, Community, and Economic Development
Program.
The program provides gap financing, meaning it makes up the difference
between the loan amount the buyer qualifies for and the sale price of the
home. Homebuyers are required to put 2% of the sale price as a down
payment.
However, because El Dorado competes for California state funding for the
program, it has only been able to offer the loan program intermittently since
2002. The last time it received funding and was able to provide loans was in
2019. The county has assisted 62 low-income households — two in Tahoe.
The county currently has a waitlist of 50 households for the homebuyer loan
program.

GROWING FUND: The Martis Fund has helped 54 families buy a home in the Tahoe/Truckee area.
“We are in a critical crisis,” said Martis Fund Board President Tom Murphy, who predicted that the
organization’s Down Payment Assistance Program loan cap could eventually increase to $100,000 to
match rising home prices. Courtesy photo

“The prices of homes are so high in Washoe County that it has made it difficult for people to qualify,” said Dwight Pace, homebuyer programs supervisor
with the Nevada Housing Division. “It’s far beyond what most first-time
homebuyers can afford.”
According to Pace, last summer Washoe was the number one county in the
country for cash sales.
“This makes it difficult for residents looking to buy and finance,” Pace said.

Washoe County

Washoe County does not offer any homebuyer assistance programs, but the
State of Nevada does. The Home Is Possible program began in 2014 and
offers up to a 4% loan of the sale price for down-payment and closing costs.
The loan is a no-interest, no-payment, pro-rated, forgivable loan over three
years. Out of the almost 28,000 families that have participated in Home Is
Possible, only two were in Incline Village.

Nevada’s other housing program, Home at Last, hasn’t been much help to
Incline Village residents either. Started in 2006, the program offers a similar
down-payment loan as Home Is Possible with a maximum income limit of
$150,000. Out of the 10,000 households in the state who have used the
program, only one has been in Incline, according to Katie Coleman, spokesperson for the Nevada Rural Housing Authority.
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Get to Know Your Government by E-Post

OWL POST

By Rachel Arst
McCullough

W

elcome back to Owl Post,
where I show you an easy
way to become a bona fide Truckee/
Tahoe citizen — by signing up for
the right email newsletters and taking action, big or small. If you didn’t
read my first installment, you might
be rolling your eyes. Newsletters.
Ugh! I get it. You don’t want to
read any more emails, your inbox is
overflowing, it sounds like work. I’ll
give you that. It does take time to
stay informed and take part in our
community. But it’s worth it, and
I’m here to make it super easy for
you. I’ve done the vetting and have
only the best of the best to share on
local government in this installment.
If the word government triggers
visions of endless community meetings, you’re not alone. The beauty of
being signed up for the right newsletters is that you’ll get an owl’s eye
view of what’s happening with local
governments, so you can pick and
choose where to put your energy.
Here’s a mind bender. Lake Tahoe
spans two states and five counties.
Even with an incorporated town,
Truckee is split between two counties. On top of that, there are about
20 special districts in the region
(for example, the Incline Village
General Improvement District
and the Truckee Sanitary District).
There is a lot to keep track of. But,
we aim for a government by and for
the people and that means that we
people need to stay engaged. Sign
up for your county and town newsletter at the very least. Consider
signing up for all the ones below to
be a local wise owl.
Before we get into what to sign up
for, I ask that you share what you
learn with others. Being a good
citizen means sharing what you
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BY ANY OTHER NAME: In case you missed these signs, Placer County’s e-newsletters offered a chance to weigh in on the renaming of roads and parks in
Olympic Valley. Photo by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

know. And this is something that
you can do very quickly that can
provide a huge amount of value to
the receiver. For example, I sent
a friend hoping to buy their first
home an email from Placer County
about a down payment assistance
program. I sent another friend, who
is passionate about the environment
and reusable restaurant containers, the application for a Town of
Truckee committee related to the
same. The list goes on!
Let’s fly on into the details.

TOWN OF TRUCKEE
townoftruckee.com/living/
email-notification-sign-up

The town has a ton of options for
email notifications. Check off topics
you’re interested in when signing
up. Good starting places are your
neighborhood, trails, solid waste and
recycling, police services, and local
emergency information. This month
I was happy to take a few minutes to
fill out a survey on trail connectivity
that the town sent out from the
Truckee Trails Foundation. It got me
excited about spring hiking!
MOONSHINEINK.COM

If you’re only up for one email from
the town, select Newsletter. This is
the monthly Talk of the Town PDF
that comes in English and Spanish.
The update I appreciated most over
the past couple of months was the
play-by-play of the big snowstorm
during the holidays. I learned that
we have emergency on-call snow
removal contractors and that the
town removed 2 billion pounds
of snow off Truckee roads. I also
learned about building reach codes.
As part of Truckee’s Climate Action
Plan, the town is planning to “reach”
beyond state minimum requirements for energy use in building
design and construction.

NEVADA COUNTY

mynevadacounty.com/list.aspx

Like for Truckee, there are dozens
of options, so pick whatever you’re
interested in. Try Broadband in
Nevada County or Recreation
Master Plan, which lately has been
about the Truckee River access in
Hirschdale (see p. 10).
If a weekly email is all you want,
sign up for “Nevada County News.”
Get highlights like the library’s

move to re-open for in-person business after Covid or the vegetation
removal schedule for Highway 20.
An easy call-to-action in March was
a request for residents to fill out the
Nevada County “Need for Speed”
Broadband Survey to help prioritize
and fund new projects for us to
all have faster internet. This was
super quick and is available in both
English and Spanish.

PLACER COUNTY

service.govdelivery.com/accounts/
CAPLACER/subscriber/new

Sign up for Placer County’s weekly
newsletter. In addition to the
expected news on new ordinances
and advisory council meetings, feast
your eyes on the photo of the week,
get a history lesson, or choose from
the list of fun things to do this week
in the county. Even better, look
out for quick opportunities to take
action. This winter, the county put
out a survey for public feedback on
how to rename the public roads and
park in Olympic Valley that used the
word “squaw.” Because I’ve found
so many gems in this newsletter, I’d
say sign up for it — even if you don’t
live in Placer County.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

RECORD-BREAKING: How much snow did the Town of Truckee remove off roads last December? The town’s digital newsletter let me know. (Tip: you can find it in this article.) Courtesy photos

INCLINE VILLAGE
GENERAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT AND
CRYSTAL BAY
ivcbcommunity1st.org

One caveat on this one: While
this newsletter covers government
happenings, it is not put out by
the government. It’s from Incline
Village Crystal Bay Community
1st, a 501(c)(3). There’s certainly

I like to get government info

taking a good look at its approach

2022, and an update on the prog-

straight from the source, but in

to growth, and the staff will be
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for past copies didn’t receive a
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IVGID emails at yourtahoeplace.
com/email-subscribe.
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washoecounty.gov/subscribe.php

nothing eye-catching about

service.govdelivery.com/accounts/
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While you can choose from dozens
of topics and how often you want
to receive them, News and Hot

this newsletter, but it is a good
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the standard meeting notices and

Citizen Involvement, General
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Rentals, and District 1, which
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Farming with love & care since 1997
USDA Organic | Certified CCOF Organic

(530) 292-3776
mountainbountyfarm.com
Employs
15 people

22 years in
business

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Official Sponsor of
Good Times in
North Lake Tahoe & Truckee!

(530) 583-6415
tahoedaves.com
Employs
120 people

45 years in
business

Working to ensure
Community Vitality!
historictruckee.com
info@historictruckee.com
52 years in business
MOONSHINEINK.COM

three options for Vacation Home
Rentals to get these updates.
Happy reading. Stay tuned for
the next Owl Post installment in
July in the quarterly Think Local
section.
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links in this story on
moonshineink.com.
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Hope for Humanity:
A Show of Solidarity in a
War-Torn Region

BY BUD HALEY

Special to Moonshine Ink

I

was in Lodz, Poland sitting at
a breakfast table looking into
the eyes of a modern-day Oskar
Schindler and his fearless wife …
Marcin and Dominika Sobiepanski
were their actual names. My life
will never be the same because of
that chance encounter.

Within hours of the outbreak of
war in Ukraine, the couple began
a grassroots relief effort after
responding to an urgent call for
help from a Ukrainian employee
of Marcin’s whose family was
attempting to flee the conflict.
Sobiepanski and other selfless volunteers — the best and brightest
minds and hearts in Poland as well
as the EU, who are mostly graduates of the prestigious Copernicus

CLEARED: Young Soﬁ said goodbye to her father, a Ukranian soldier who stayed behind to ﬁght the
Russians, before boarding a train to Poland, not knowing if she’ll ever see him again.
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school in Lodz — comprise The
Copernicus Group. They are
opera singers, professors, artists,
doctors, and the like, all of whom
are volunteering 100% of their
time as the driving force of the
group’s Copernicus for Ukraine
effort. You’d be hard-pressed to
find the gritty yet creative city of
Lodz on a world map. Yet it is the
adopted city of surrealistic filmmaker David Lynch of Eraserhead
and Blue Velvet fame.
The outpouring of support for the
Sobiepanskis was immediate and
overwhelming. Their house was
turned into a warehouse brimming with diapers, food, feminine
hygiene products, medications,
baby strollers, and other supplies.
Before they knew it, they were in.
All in. Committed to helping their
brothers and sisters in solidarity
and humanity. There was no ego
and there were no heroic acts
among this group, just ordinary
people doing extraordinary feats
at a critical time in history.
They rose to the occasion and
are inspiring Poland. I wouldn’t
be surprised if the world will
soon know about their efforts,
regardless of them being the most
selfless and humble people I have
had the honor to meet. They do
not want any accolades shined
upon them, they just want to see
results.
When I traveled to Lodz, via San
Francisco with stops in Zurich
and Warsaw, I wasn’t exactly
sure why I was on this journey.
Something unexplained was pulling me to go to the region. I was
going there because I had to … It
was deep inside me. It wasn’t long
before my “why” came into focus.
Why? Because of the powerful
Annas in my life. My sister,
Christy Anna; mother, Draga
Anna; and Grandmother Anna,
all with roots that began in Kiev,

SAFE AT HOME: Bud Haley recently returned
after spending three weeks in Europe, working
with The Copernicus Group to move refugees
from Ukraine to Poland. Courtesy photos

Ukraine. I saw their faces in so
many of the resilient and proud
Polish and Ukrainian women
I encountered during my time
there.
I had been searching for the most
effective ways to help. My sister,
Christy, a prominent architect out
of Washington D.C., had been on
the design team for several restaurants opened by José Andrés.
The celebrity chef has facilitated
multiple disaster relief food
efforts through his World Central
Kitchen, which was on the ground
in Poland and Ukraine. Andrés’
effort is already an established
well-funded and staffed organization, so I didn’t believe I could
make the long-term impact that
I was hoping to provide for the
refugees in most need. I soon
learned The Copernicus Group
was accomplishing big lasting
things, and it was the perfect fit.
Unbeknownst to me, after brainstorming a bit more, my sister
had a colleague in New York
City by the name of Peter Wilk
who happened to be part of the
Copernicus community. I was
certain this is where I needed to
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

be. Once introduced to Marcin
and Dominika, I jumped on the
first available flight to Poland.
After our initial meeting at their
breakfast table, they reviewed
the immediate needs and requirements that they saw as the most
imperative actions for the most
vulnerable of people — the
women and children of Ukraine.
Safely crossing the border from
Liviv, Ukraine, into Poland, and
providing lodging, medical care,
food, supplies, legal assistance,
counseling, and integration into
society, were of highest priority.
The Ukrainians are cultured and
proud people; they don’t want
handouts and many left home
without anything but the clothes
on their backs and their dignity.
I witnessed traumatized people
taking Polish language classes
within days of arrival in their new
country. It was remarkable seeing
their commitment, resolve, and
appreciation for their gracious
hosts in the people of Poland.
They all hope to go back to their
homeland someday but recognize
this may never be possible, so
they have no other choice but to
survive and forge on in life.
See UKRAINE p. 32
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

SHELTERED: A glimmer of light in the distance, through the dark of the midnight hour, proved to be a temporary shelter set up in an auditorium.

WAVE OF EMOTION: Emotions run high for the women and children traveling by bus and by train to find safety for their families in Poland.
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UKRAINE from p. 31

There were so many instances in
Ukraine and Poland that impacted my
life, creating an emotional toll that
will stay with me forever. However,
the brave, powerful, determined, passionate, selfless, and humble women
of Poland and Ukraine have left a
lasting imprint on my being. This
cannot be understated.
One of my most memorable experiences was driving with Dominika
from the Polish border to Warsaw
with a young mother named Ruslana
and her two young daughters who had
just arrived safely from Liviv.
Four-year-old Nika had recently
undergone a kidney transplant from
a donor, a 44- year-old man from
Belarus. She needed dialysis treatments and had to start soon. Ruslana
made the agonizing decision to
leave their home as air raid sirens
and missile strikes were closing in
on Liviv. She could not risk staying
even though little Nika wanted to
remain in the only home she had
ever known. On the long journey to
Warsaw, which lasted into the night,

Nika sang Ukranian songs like an
angel from above. She relieved the
stress and tension of everyone in the
car and brought smiles and joy to all.
She is now receiving proper medical
care and her family is doing the best
as can be imagined under the tragic
circumstances. They will live in my
heart forever.
I have traveled much of the world
and never thought Poland or Ukraine
would be on my horizon. I am grateful to have had the honor to help my
new, lifelong friends, Dominika and
Marcin, in a small way with their
life-changing grassroots organization,
The Copernicus Group. They are
acting locally and making a difference globally. And now that I am
back home, my son, Graham, and
his partner, Claire Hall, have gone
to Poland to also work with this
amazing organization. Learn more
about it at copernicusgroup.org. You
can also show your support through
the group’s GoFundMe campaign,
Copernicus 4 Ukraine.
Bud Haley is a Reno/Tahoe restaurant
owner and real estate developer.

MEDICAL MISSION: Haley and Dominika Sobiepanski rented a car to transport 4-year-old Nika
and her family to safety in Poland, where Nika, who had just gotten a kidney transplant, would
begin dialysis treatments as soon as possible.

LIFE SAVERS: Haley likens the work of Copernicus Group founders Marcin and Dominika
Sobiepanski to that of Oskar Schindler, who saved the lives of 1,200 Jews during World War II.
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OUT OF SIGHT: Under the cover of night, Haley and Sobiepanski met up with Nika’s family, who would begin their
journey to the safety of Poland.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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I

n the month of March, the Tahoe Sierra MLS experienced a 36% increase in sales volume compared to
Brought to you by
the previous month of February, while the median price of a single-family home went up by 18%. Sixty
homes were actively listed for sale, with homes on the market for an average of 41 days. Notably, compared
to March 2021, sales volume decreased by 27% and median price jumped 42% year over year.
~ Dietz Group at Tahoe Luxury Properties
TLUXP.COM

KEY

Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline
Village MLS for single-family homes as of April 1
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The ‘Other’ Recyclables
Program gives new life to household waste

P

“How much cost is there to the environment
eople have been recycling
things like plastic, glass,
for the convenience?” she wondered, soon
realizing that when it came to trash, there
aluminum, and cardboard
was a notion among younger generations
for decades now. But did you
that “poof; it disappears.” There was no
know that you can also recycle
SPACE IT UP
understanding of what happens to waste
things like bottle caps,
BY JULIANA DEMAREST
once it gets tossed in the garbage can. So,
foil snack wrappers,
Moonshine Ink
she set out to change that.
markers, ink cartridges,
coffee bags, crayons,
“Recycling is very confusing,” Mohler explained.
razors, baby gear, and board games?
“It’s ever-changing.”
TerraCycle is a company that partners with corporations to facilitate the recycling of non-traditional
items from dozens of popular brands like Bic pens,
Arm & Hammer, OxiClean, Dunkin’ Donuts,
Carter’s, Dial, Bimbo Bakeries, and Hasbro Toys, just
to name a few. The company is on a mission to “eliminate the idea of waste,” and its website streamlines
the options available for individuals to take advantage
of these free recycling programs.
A handful of the programs have locations at which
specific items can be dropped off in person. Bausch
+ Lomb, for example, collects daily use contact lens
packaging — and even the lenses themselves —
through its ONE by ONE recycling program, for
which Truckee Family Eyecare is a drop-off point. (All
brands of soft contact lenses are accepted, not just
Bausch + Lomb.) Most of the other programs, however, are run through the mail. All the programs are
free, and you can sign up for as many as you’d like.
(Do note that some programs have limited participation numbers but many of those offer a waitlist.) All
it takes to participate is to sign up at terracycle.com,
collect items, print a free shipping label, and send
them off on their way.
If TerraCycle sounds familiar, perhaps you have
a student in the Tahoe Truckee Unified School
District. TTUSD has partnered with Sierra Watershed
Education Partnerships in working with TerraCycle.
SWEP’s Missy Mohler was inspired to partner with
the local schools 13 years ago when her own daughter
began asking her to buy Capri Sun juice pouches.

SHIPPED OUT: North
Tahoe High School
student Ashley Phillips
prepares a shipping box
of snack wrappers to
be sent to TerraCycle.
Courtesy photo

She eventually connected with TerraCycle. Through
grants obtained by SWEP, schools were outfitted
with smart sorting bins, each of which contains four
separate depositories for various items.
“Our goal is to recycle what can be recycled,”
Mohler said, noting that the bins are customized to
each school’s grade level.
Some schools may collect batteries and ink cartridges, while others may have drops for glue sticks
and foil snack wrappers. TerraCycle often changes
the items it’s collecting through this program, so the
list of permissible items can vary from time to time.

SORTED: Tahoe Ability
Program client, Kathy,
helps sort through the
items collected from
schools in the Tahoe
Truckee Uniﬁed School
District. Courtesy photo

Recycling through TTUSD’s TerraCycle partnership is good for more than just the environment.
Clients of Tahoe Ability Program and Elevation
Tahoe, nonprofits offering programs and services
for developmentally disabled adults, work with
SWEP to collect all of the items accumulated in
the schools’ bins. SWEP covers the cost of fuel for
volunteers who travel from school to school emptying the receptacles, sorting all the items, and finally
shipping them off to TerraCycle.
In a time when climate change looms like a “dark,
ominous cloud,” says Mohler, the joint endeavor
between SWEP, TTUSD, and TerraCycle gives
district students a hands-on way to make a difference in the environment.
“Action fosters hope, and right now, we need hope,”
Mohler said.

SMART SORTING
BINS, such as

this one at Alder
Creek Middle
School, can be
found throughout
TTUSD. Photo by
Juliana Demarest/
Moonshine Ink
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Honor Scotty Lapp by
Helping to Build a Skateboard
Park in Tahoe City

MY SHOT

By Stellan Lane

After 16-year-old Scotty
Lapp died tragically in
a ski accident on Feb.
13, the idea — his idea
— of a local skateboard
park began to take on
momentum. His family,
classmates, and ski community made a mission to
build a skate park in his
honor. We’re appealing to
all of you to help us, too.
Scotty’s mom, Amy, has
been working with us, a
group of his North Tahoe
High School friends, to
take advantage of the
momentum we’re seeing
and the donations that
have surged in to make
the skateboard park a
reality.
I speak for all of Scotty’s
best friends when I say
we agree that Tahoe City
needs something for the
youth of Tahoe to enjoy.
Tahoe City has no place
for kids to skate, so the
kids have been using the
streets and sidewalks as
their skate park. We need
something that is more
local and accessible to
everyone as a place to
hang out and practice
skateboarding. This would
be the first infrastructure
in Tahoe City with the
sole purpose of giving the
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

youth a place to enjoy a
sport that is practiced
and loved by many local
kids. One of Scotty’s
many passions was skateboarding, and we always
talked about how we need
a public skate park close
to home rather than in
Truckee or Incline Village.
Scotty’s mom, Amy Lapp,
agrees and wants to
include this information
about Scotty here:
“Scotty Lapp moved to
Olympic Valley in August
of 2021 and attended
North Tahoe High School
as a sophomore. In the
summer and before the
snow came, he and his
crew (which was a mix of
kids his age, older, and
younger) loved to skate
in Tahoe City. The kids
would meet up any chance
they got. Since there was
no skate park to go to, the
whole town became their
skate park. For Scotty,
skateboarding gave him a
sense of belonging, friendship, and community that
allowed him to be outside
and be athletic in the
off-season of skiing. As
Scotty was a member of
the Palisades Tahoe Big
Mountain team, he decided
that after ski season was
over, he would try to get
some local support to build
a skate park in Tahoe City.
Unfortunately, that time
didn’t come for Scotty.
But just hours after his
untimely death, the idea
came to us that we wanted
to build a skate park in
his name and to honor his

wish. We want to build
a place for kids to go, to
gather, to practice, to feel
welcomed, to have fun,
and to just be themselves
without fear of having to
get yelled at or told to
“move on.” We want to
provide that special place
for all the people of our
community. We have support from The Skatepark
Project (formerly Tony
Hawk Foundation),
community leaders, local
educators, and the community at-large, but we
need as much support and
help as we can get. Please
join us in making Scotty’s
wish a reality. If you would
like to support our efforts,
there are a few ways to get
involved. Send an email to
skateforscotty@gmail.com
and let us know how you
would be willing to help.
Also, contributions to the
skate park are welcomed
at GoFundMe — Scotty
Lapp Memorial Skate
Park, (gofundme.com/f/
scotty-lapp-skate-park).” ~
Amy Lapp
Within two weeks of
his passing, more than
$200,000 was raised
for this park, showing
that it is backed by an
overwhelming amount of
people who want to see
this happen. These donations have come from all
over, giving us momentum for Scotty’s dream.
To date, there is over
$223,000 raised through
GoFundMe to construct
the skate park.
Creating a skateboard
park would be an incred-

Moonshine Ink’s Opinion section
is a platform for our readers to share their viewpoints
on important issues or react to Ink reporting. We
believe open dialogue is critical for civil discourse and
democracy, thus submissions are greatly encouraged
(email editors@moonshineink.com). At times, staff will
solicit opinion pieces on particular topics.
Opinion pieces are fact-checked and edited for style
and clarity. Authors opinions are their own and do not
necessarily reflect the stances of Moonshine or its staff.

ible honor to a local kid
who loved this town and
this dream. Here are what
some of my friends have
said about the need for
one:
“I believe that there should
be a skate park in Tahoe
City because Tahoe City
is the only place to not
have a skate park. Truckee,
Incline, and South Lake
all have skate parks, and I
think the Tahoe City community is left out in that.”
~ Ethan O’Dette Thew
“… because Tahoe City
doesn’t like us skating
pretty much anywhere, and
it would be nice to have
somewhere to go without
getting in trouble. But
most of all it would be a
nice tribute to Scotty.” ~
Sylvain Fritsch
“Tahoe City needs a skate
park for so many reasons.
One reason is that there
are so many people in our
town that love to skate,
but they have nowhere to
go and end up getting in
trouble just because they
are doing something that
they enjoy. People get
annoyed and it creates
unnecessary issues. A
skate park would help our
community grow and create
a safe and fun place for
people to go.” ~ Izabella
Campbell
The Lapp family has
appealed to the Tahoe
City Public Utility
District for its support
in getting this project
MOONSHINEINK.COM

rolling. On March 25, the
PUD board unanimously
voted to move the project
forward. The biggest
hurdle is the location. The
fundraising continues and
we need everyone’s help
to keep this momentum.
Our community needs to
come together to show
they care about the youth
of North Tahoe.
Scotty’s legacy would be
a place of community and
inclusion, a healthy place
for kids to go for years to
come, a place to remember Scotty. Skateboarding
is a creative, athletic
sport. There is no place
to go, and skateboarding on the sidewalks or
in parking lots is not
welcome. Skateboarding
doesn’t require a lift
ticket, a pass, or a lot of
equipment. Don’t let this
pass us by. Let’s make
a change for something
good and all get involved.
~ Stellan Lane is a
16-year-old sophomore at
North Tahoe High School.
He was a classmate of
Scotty’s, and is also on
the Palisades Tahoe Big
Mountain comp team. He
spends the winters skiing.
He plays for Truckee North
Tahoe Lacrosse Club and
likes to mountain bike and
backpack. In the summer
he works at River Ranch
Lodge & Restaurant and
looks for places to skateboard in Tahoe City.
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The Sights and Sounds of E-Bike Riding Aren’t Bad
winter’s-worth of washing. A
delicate chorus of twittering
filters through the trees; I’m
not the only one noticing the
abrupt change in season.

MY SHOT

By Suzie Tarnay

As we all adapt to the time
change, the snow visibly
recedes from the edges of
our world and the breeze
hints of milder times to
come, and I rummage in the
garage. Hidden behind the
snow blower, the standby
generator, and a haystack of
ski poles is my mild-tempered
friend. She’s neither light,
nor fast, nor particularly racy.
She’s high-visibility-orange,
awkwardly heavy, and reassuringly sturdy. After a season
of scraping icy windshields
and heaving Sierra cement off
driveways, the time has come
to throw it all to the wind.
As she stands now, The
Wagon probably weighs over
80 pounds, including a hefty
battery, passenger roll cage,
and running boards. So, I’m
not heading off for a grand
adventure. I’m not steeling
for a grueling day beating last
year’s PR. I’m just heading
three miles across town to
meet my son at the eye doctor.
Yet even this mundane errand
is touched with a hint of joy as
I zip up my light windbreaker
and hop on for the year’s first
glide down the driveway.
My husband and son have
sturdier vessels — wide,
toothy tires studded with
flashes of silver that hum and
buzz in action. They have
braved the winter commute
with ski goggles and thick
gloves. The Wagon and I have
a lighter relationship, an easier
rapport. Her slim tires aren’t
for those tricky days and
treacherous roads. She coasts
smoothly down the hill, quiet
despite her mass. I can smell
the rich, brown soil, just peeking through in most yards, and
the damp road, clean from a
36
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I turn at the stop sign and
start the gradual climb.
Thumbing the pedal-assist
button to keep a smooth
cadence, I pedal steady
and breathe even. I give my
bell a little ding, nodding
at the dog walker and her
charge — smiles and wags all
around. I coast down to the
light, hoping that the sensor
detects me or that a car will
join me and understand when
I motion for the driver to pull
up closer. The signal trips, and
we are off, the cars to their
lane and The Wagon and I
into our sandy, faintly marked
shoulder lane. Both types of
vehicles reach the same speed
down the hill while I check for
an opening and merge in to
prepare for my left-hand turn.

unseated, I maneuver The
Wagon between the picnic
tables and the bushes, trying
to line up her bulk with the
sturdy, but partially blocked,
bike rack. Locked and
propped, I’m five minutes
early and steps from the office
entrance.

where we wave and smile.
Because I agonize daily about
greenhouse gas emissions.
Because I love to be outdoors
and want to break my addiction to cars. And finally, I
ride because of the sights and
sounds of our little slice of
heaven, right here at home.

Why do I ride my e-bike
around town? Because I want
to live in a human-scaled town

~ Suzie Tarnay is a Truckee
Planning Commissioner,
alternative transportation activ-

ist, and mom, with a master’s
degree in civil engineering.
She searches out science-based
solutions to sustainability and
equity issues, and delights in
the outdoor resources of the
wildland-urban interface. Other
passions include Telemark
skiing, youth fiction, mountain
biking, ice hockey, and adopting pets from the local humane
society.

Here’s the tricky bit: There’s
no lane for me here, and
despite the 25-mph speed
limit, I have been on the
receiving end of bluster
and brash in this location.
Fortunately, today the traffic
is light, and the burgeoning season seems to have
brought a fresh calm. I pedal
into the light yet persistent
headwind and catch a whiff
of the swollen river off to the
left, still bracingly cold and
hurried. A turn to the right,
a twist of the power boost
grip, and The Wagon and I
are “taking our half down the
middle” of the roundabout.
This is when I’m glad my
bike is day-glow orange and
weighs almost as much as I
do. I cast a withering stare at
the vehicle creeping in from
the right, ready to make some
noise. But then the driver and
I lock eyes, and instead of
confrontation, we exchange
embarrassed smiles, steeringwheel hands raised in apology.
We are all trying to do our
best and will try even harder
now.
I jiggety-jog into the doctor’s
parking lot, and across a bit
of sidewalk. Now awkwardly
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Arabella ‘Ella’ G. Carr
May 25, 2001 – March 5, 2022

ascents, and cold swims in rivers, lakes,
and ponds. She found some kindred
spirits who purposefully sought out
discomfort with her.

Arabella ‘Ella’ G. Carr died in a back
country skiing accident on Saturday,
March 5 at the Anthony Lakes area in
Oregon. Ella pursued a life of purpose
and intent. She continually strove to
create her world to fit with her grand
design. Through all of her life, she and
her older brother cultivated a loving and
supportive relationship that only grew
stronger over the years.
Ella was born in Vail, Colorado, and her
family moved to Truckee, California,
before her first birthday. When she was
2 years old, she was diagnosed with
“failure to thrive.” A diagnosis of celiac
disease was finally the answer. With a
new approach to food and loving support from her family and friends, Ella
grew into an inspirational person who
much more than thrived. She touched
many people in her time in this world.
Growing up in Tahoe, Ella benefited
from so many local opportunities:
ballet with Sierra Nevada Dance and
Inner Rhythms, sailing camps on the
West Shore of Lake Tahoe, club soccer,
Nordic skiing as a Strider-Glider at
Tahoe XC. She skied on the Squaw
Valley Ski Team starting at age 4 as a
Shooting Star, then Mighty Mites, and
then onto Far West. She also raced for
the North Tahoe High School Ski Team,
and, standing at 5-foot-1-inch, she was
recruited by her friends to play on the
varsity basketball team.

In the spaces between the happenings,
she found love. She had seemingly
achieved her highest joy at the end of
her life.
Ella is survived by her parents, Hale
and Don; her beloved brother, Austin;
her grandparents, Clifton and Sarah
Sneeden; uncles Chris (and Anita)
Sneeden and Al (and Bonnie) Sneeden;
aunt, Laura Carr; and so many more
loving family members.

ELLA CARR: Arabella ‘Ella’ G. Carr, 20, was an active and beloved North Tahoe High School
graduate. She died in a backcountry skiing accident on Saturday, March 5 at the Anthony Lakes
area in Oregon. Photo by Josii Johnson

Tahoe High School. She excelled at
school.

She mixed up her Tahoe experiences
with Camp Merrie-Woode in the North
Carolina mountains for eight summers.

Where Ella really found her stride was
on the North Tahoe High School Cross
Country Team. She was an NTCC
Laker Legend, which means she was
varsity, state championships team,
all-state, and all-academic for all four
years. The cross-country experience
filled her heart with a passion for
running that kept growing. She loved
running on mountain trails most of all,
for miles and miles. She completed
two ultra 50K marathons, winning her
second. She had sights on being the
fastest person to complete the Tahoe
Rim Trail; she intended to do the
notorious Barkley Marathon.

Ella was a student at Kings Beach
Elementary School in the dual immersion language program, Alder Creek
Middle School, Creekside, and North

After high school, Ella sought to
broaden her horizons on the East
Coast. She chose Wesleyan University
in Connecticut. She met amazing
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friends there. She played rugby and
raced on the Wesleyan ski team. During
Covid restrictions, she yearned for the
mountains and the West. She took the
next semester off and worked as a ski
race coach for the development team
at Squaw Valley. Then she WWOOF-ed
(work on organic farms) in Oregon and
Alaska.
She transferred to Whitman College in
Washington in January, continuing her
studies of understanding and caring
for the earth and of foreign languages.
While it was a little intimidating to
arrive in the middle of the academic
year, she quickly found her people.
At Whitman’s Outdoor Program, Ella
enlarged her circle of friends, and
together they went on to create many of
their own outdoor adventures.
Ella loved to watch the sunrise during mountain runs, backcountry ski

Respect Protect

Ella’s family would like to express
their deepest gratitude to friends and
family who have surrounded them
with love and support. Her family will
create a scholarship in her memory
through the Tahoe Truckee Community
Foundation. Donations can be made
online at: bit.ly/35Fgnht
Charitable donations can also be made
by check to:
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation
P.O. Box 366, Truckee, CA 96160
Tax ID: 68-0416404
(530) 587-1776
(Please specify that the donation is in
memory of Ella Carr.)
The Carr family will work with TTCF to
distribute the charitable funds through
the local community scholarship
process.
~ The Carr family, previously published
online

Learn Care Enjoy
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Support Senate Bill 1012 to Align Park Burning
Regulations with Those of Local Fire Agencies

MY SHOT

By Ed Miller

I’m not a winter sports guy,
but I do enjoy the beautiful,
and sometimes extreme,
winters here at Tahoe. That
said, I have always looked
forward to our spectacular
summers, whether astride
my big BMW two-wheeler,
cruising along the West
Shore by boat, or just
enjoying the warm days and
cool nights. Summers are a
good part of what brought
my wife, Lolly, and me here
from New England and its
humid shores of Cape Cod
in 1976.
Unfortunately, in recent
years the clean air that we
enjoyed year ‘round has
often become far worse
than I ever encountered
growing up as a child just

blocks from a Con Edison
power plant in Manhattan.
Wildland fires in other
parts of the Sierra too often
became unwanted visitors
to the Tahoe Basin and
surrounding areas. For the
most part, the smoke from
distant fires dissipated in
a few days and clear blue
skies returned.
The summer of 2021 was
very different. The Caldor
Fire, along with other major
conflagrations, filled the
area with acrid smoke and
particulate that was off the
scale of the Air Quality
Index. We were forced to
stay indoors, and for some
of us, evacuation of our
homes to safer locales was
ordered.
Our area fire agencies
all agreed to restrict the outdoor burning of solid fuel
(wood and charcoal) as a
safety precaution. This was
not easy to convey to the
public, especially with the
rapid turnover of visitors.
Educating an ever-changing
tourist population was a
challenge. Our firefighters

responded to countless
ordinance calls for unlawful outdoor burns at great
expense, especially with the
increasing population.
Local fire agencies have no
regulatory power in state
and federal campgrounds,
although they do provide
responses to fire and EMS
calls in those facilities. It
was very confusing and of
great concern to residents
whose homes are just an
ember flight from the campgrounds filled with hundreds
of campers. Eventually
the U.S. Forest Service
and California State Parks
joined in the burn ban.
In October of 2021, in the
aftermath of the Caldor
Fire, as president of the
Meeks Bay Fire Protection
District board of directors, I wrote to Armando
Quintero, director of the
California Department of
Parks and Recreation. The
letter explained the need
to align burn rules/regulations for outdoor, solid fuel
burning within our area
parks with those of the fire

agencies in the Tahoe Basin,
Truckee, Northstar, and
Olympic Valley.
Meeks Bay Fire provides fire
protection and emergency
medical responses to the
magnificent West Shore
parks but has no jurisdiction
when it comes to regulating
campfires and charcoal
barbecues within those
facilities.
In January of 2022, I
received a response from
Sierra State Parks District
Superintendent Dan Canfield
(at the direction of Director
Quintero) with word that
steps were being taken to
align park burning regulations with those of local fire
agencies. This was great news
from our good neighbors who
maintain these local jewels
that we are so fortunate to
have for both residents and
visitors.
The recently proposed Senate
Bill 1012, co-sponsored
by senators Steve Glazer
(D-Contra Costa) and Jim
Nielson (R-Red Bluff), would
codify these requirements,
making them state law.

The bill has passed through
the Senate Natural
Resources and Water
Committee with a unanimous vote and is now in the
Appropriations Committee.
If approved, it will go to
Gov. Gavin Newsom for his
signature.
This is a common-sense bill
and deserves support from
all who treasure our parks
and have concern for the
safety of our community.
Please write to the governor’s office in support of
Senate Bill 1012.
~ Having arrived at Lake
Tahoe in 1976, Ed Miller
now lives on Tahoe’s West
Shore with his wife, Lolly
Kupec, and their Alaskan
Malamute, Grizzie. He has
served on the Meeks Bay
Fire District board for 40
years and chaired the El
Dorado County Civil Service
Commission for 35 years. Ed
produced the Shakespeare
and music festivals at Sand
Harbor for 15 years and
emcees countless community
events.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“I DO BELIEVE THAT IN

ORDER TO BE A SUCCESSFUL
NEGOTIATOR THAT AS A
DIPLOMAT, YOU HAVE TO BE
ABLE TO PUT YOURSELF INTO
THE OTHER PERSON’S SHOES.
UNLESS YOU CAN UNDERSTAND
WHAT IS MOTIVATING THEM,
YOU ARE NEVER GOING TO BE
ABLE TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO
SOLVE A PARTICULAR PROBLEM.”
~ MADELEINE ALBRIGHT
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Mary Ferrari Left a Legacy
of Love and Kindness

Invest in your retirement.

Aug. 15, 1950 – Feb. 6, 2022

By the time Mary graduated college, she had
earned her teaching certificate and had reconnected with fellow Tahoe local Mike Thomas.
They were married in 1973 and their honeymoon
consisted of a six-month camping trip to all the
national parks across the western states. They
returned to Tahoe to start their family. Kari and
Nora were born in 1977 and 1979.
Raising the girls, Mary displayed a strong and
consistent work ethic as a full-time employee at
the Kings Beach Safeway. She was a well-known
and most efficient checker who started her shift
at 4 a.m. stocking the freezers. She felt pride in
her work, earning health benefits and a steady
income for her family.

MARY FERRARI graduated from North Tahoe High
School, taught at Kings Beach Elementary, and raised a
family in Kings Beach. Courtesy photo

Less than three months after learning of a
malignant brain tumor, Mary has left her earthly
body and is soaring free and at peace. She was a
strong and empathetic warrior during this final
phase, just as she was throughout her 71 years.
Born in Reno, Nevada to Benjamin (Ben) and
Leonora (Nora) Ferrari — their fourth child,
joining older siblings Robert (Bob), Marilyn, and
Bernard (Bennie) — Mary attended Our Lady of
the Snows through second grade before moving
to Kings Beach in 1956, where she attended
Kings Beach Elementary. Her mother, Nora,
and future mother-in-law Elizabeth (Maranel)
Thomas were both teaching at Kings Beach
Elementary, just as Mary would, decades later.
Younger siblings David and Teresa joined the
Ferrari family, and Mary later attended Truckee
North Tahoe High School in Truckee (before
North Tahoe High School was built in the 1970s
in Tahoe City), graduating with the class of
1968. A strong young lady who enjoyed playing
sports, Mary was always frustrated with the lack
of opportunity and equity for female students to
access athletic programming.
Mary attended Chico State University where
she quickly found a group of forever friends,
including her best friend, Kathy Hanlon, who
also came from an Italian family. Their bond
continued throughout their lives with many
grand adventures. They celebrated their 50th
birthdays by kayaking around Tahoe, something
they repeated 10 years later.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

She transitioned back into education as the
girls entered middle school, substitute teaching
before accepting a preschool position at Kings
Beach Elementary. She later moved into the
upper elementary grades where she stayed
for the rest of her career. Her teaching family
brought her great joy, lots of laughter, and a solid
group of lifelong friends. She is remembered
fondly by former students who reflect on
their time with Mrs. Thomas/Ms. Ferrari with
gratitude and positive memories.
A lifelong learner, Mary enjoyed Spanish and
Italian classes, singing in the Chico Women’s
Chorus, and a variety of health, fitness, and
wellness classes including yoga, meditation, and
Jazzercise.
She enjoyed many travels and adventures with
extended kayaking expeditions, backpacking,
sailing, hiking, and cold-water mountain lake
swims. She experienced numerous Mexican
adventures, swam with sea turtles in Hawaii, and
was honored to take a heritage trip to Northern
Italy with her siblings, connecting with family.
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Even in these times, we can uncover

your best self. In fact, there’s no better time.
Radical Forgiveness teaches us,

“I’m not ok, you’re not ok,
and that’s ok!”

Dinny Evans
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FITNESS IS COOL
Ask about exercises and
techniques to prevent injury
before it happens!

Mary’s greatest joy in the later years of her life
came from fostering positive relationships with
her four grandkids (Seth, 13; Julia, 11; William,
5; Olivia, 3) and her “two Matts” (son in-laws
Matt Michael and Matt Hunter).
She was a most supportive friend to many,
nurturing positive relationships throughout her
life. Her love is timeless and will continue to live
in all who were fortunate enough to share a piece
of her earthly journey.
There will be a celebration of life on Sunday,
May 22 at 1 p.m. at the North Tahoe Event
Center in Kings Beach. Donations in Mary’s
name can be made to the Boys & Girls Club of
North Lake Tahoe.
~ Kari Michael and Nora Hunter

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee

530-582-1133
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In response to Homewood
Switches Gears

Homewood Should be
Open for the Locals
I read the article by
Melissa Siig regarding
the future of Homewood
Mountain Resort and
have a few comments/
observations.
Homewood management
states that “commuter”
skiers have a difficult
time getting there due to
traffic issues on Hwy 89.
Commuters don’t ski at
Homewood; it’s too far out
of the way for a day trip.
They ski at Sugar Bowl,
Boreal, Tahoe-Donner,
and Sierra at Tahoe (when
it’s open). Also, maybe
Palisades and Northstar.
Homewood caters primarily to locals and those
staying on the West Shore.
Our family has had a
cabin in Tahoma since
1976 and we all love skiing
at Homewood. However,
Homewood has lost
business because of slow
chair lifts, old/outdated
infrastructure, and low
technology. In other words,
it’s their own doing.
~ Gary M. Gutowsky,
Roseville, via letter

Trafﬁc is a Non-Issue
This plan will have a big
impact on winter tourism
on the West Shore and
many local businesses will
suffer because of it.
As a regular passholder
and dedicated Homewood
family member for two
decades, this is a sad turn
of events. I’ll note that we
haven’t lived on the West
Shore in over 15 years and
getting there has always
been a non-issue from
anywhere in the Basin,
even from Incline on the
snowiest and busiest traffic
days.
~ Chris Pyle, Incline Village, via Facebook
40
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Out of Luck
We have been passholders
for at least 10 of the last
15 years, if not more. But
since we don’t live in an
HOA, it sounds like we’re
out of luck after next year.
Not that it really matters
as I’m sure we will be
priced out eventually.
If JMA was a little
smarter, they could have
said that previous seasons
passholders would be
included. They would most
likely sell more passes
next year and then they
could incrementally raise
the cost to price out us
riff-raff locals.
~ Kevin Rose, Tahoma,
via Facebook

Hoping For the Best
Squaw/Alpine’s traffic as
we know has been terrible
for years, only getting
worse. It has ruined a lot.
Not hearing a solution
for that. I’m praying our
HOA will be a part of
Homewood’s plan. They
are suffering, so what
else? Here’s hoping for the
best. There is an extreme
amount of dead trees from
drought that seriously
needs to be addressed up
there. It’s a sad sight, and
that alone is scary.
~ Tania Vasina Adams,
Tahoma, via Facebook
In response to Holding
Pattern in Tahoma

Land Banking
Very sad. We’d love to see
the lodges open or at least
offer long-term housing. I
know multiple parties who
would love to purchase
these properties have tried
to reach the owners to
no avail. The owners are
simply land banking and
at the same time hurting
our community. Shame on
them.
~ Dick White, Tahoma,
via Facebook

Tax-Exempt Benefits
Great investigative
reporting, Alex Hoeft.
Tahoe residents should be
MOONSHINEINK.COM

wary of what is going on
“around the lake.” I find
it interesting that many
properties are owned
by non-profit Christian
churches, so of course
they are tax-exempt. Great
planning and scheming – sounds like money
laundering to me….
~ Teri Bergstrom, Big
River, via Facebook

what people can afford to
pay in rent is a major issue
everywhere. And it’s all
about the economics. If it
doesn’t pencil, it doesn’t
happen. Thanks for covering this, Tim.
~ Wally Auerbach, Tahoe
City, via Facebook

In response to Long-Term
Issues

Falling Short

Community Destruction
Everyone knows about the
idiocy of the TRPA and
building department. It’s
been like this for years
yet it continues. Thank
you for the article to show
the total incompetence
of these departments and
how they are destroying
our communities.
~ Nicholaus Augustine,
Reno, via Facebook

Housing Gap
Good coverage of an
important topic about how
government regulations,
well-intentioned as (sometimes) they may be, drive
up the cost of housing.
It’s no secret that the gap
between what it costs to
deliver new housing and

SOLUTIONS TO
P U Z Z L E PA G E , P. 5 4

SUDOKU

In response to The Road
Ahead for the Truckee
Railyard
Thank you very much for
the article on the railyard
project and update. It
was a good vision and I
thought it was a win for
our town. Frustrating as it
seems several projects are
great when pitched and
then never come to life.
~ Ronni Talmadge, Olympic Heights, via letter

CROSSWORD

Have a thought?
We want to know what you think
of our coverage of local news,
mountain life, arts, and culture.
We want to hear about the topics
you care about in the community.
Send letters to the editor to
editors@moonshineink.com to see
your name and thoughts in print!
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Getting
Pumped>>
Pandemic bike project
comes to fruition in Reno
BY BILL HATFIELD

Special to Moonshine Ink

W

ith area ski resorts starting to close for the
season, and backcountry skiers finding less
and less snow on their favorite lines, outdoor
recreation trends have begun the annual shift to
warmer weather activities like hiking and mountain biking. It is not uncommon for the spring
transitional period to come replete with soggy trails
and lingering patches of snow that can put a damper
on these activities. Even in the low-snow years of
late, certain aspects can hold their winter snowpack
well into summer. While plenty of trails are rideable
now, a short drive east might be just the ticket when
local mountain bikers crave a bit of early spring
pump track action.
A recently constructed pump track in Northwest
Reno, in the Sierra Vista Park between the Somerset
development and Robb Drive, should typically be
rideable for most of the year. Situated about 670 feet
lower in elevation than the Truckee Bike Park, this
new amenity is also much farther east, in an area that
receives considerably less snowfall than the Truckee
area does annually.
Inspired by an Activism and Leadership unit in his
high school English class, 14-year-old Adrian Lin — a
freshman at the Davidson Academy in Reno — took it
upon himself to get the wheels turning on this project.
Lin’s interest in mountain biking is relatively new.
During the pandemic, with more time on his hands
than he was used to, Lin would often pass by the Sierra
Vista Park on his way home from school. Eventually, he
decided to take up mountain biking.
“I started at the beginning of the pandemic when I
wanted to do something fun without getting close to
anybody,” Lin said.
Last school year, Lin’s school, like many, was conducted remotely. “During lunch I would take my bike
and ride up to the park and do some laps and I would
come back in time for English,” he told Moonshine Ink.
After conducting a survey and finding that what
respondents most wanted was a pump track, Lin contacted Reno’s Biggest Little Trail Stewardship nonprofit
group. Together, they set up a GoFundMe campaign,
and in about six weeks’ time, the effort raised more
than $11,000. BLTS contributed additional funds and
hired Steve Wentz of Momentum Trail Concepts to
construct the pump track.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

PUMP IT UP: Adrian Lin had never actually biked on a pump track until he hit the one that he
helped facilitate. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink
TEAM EFFORT: Adrian Lin (left) took up
mountain biking as a socially distanced
activity during the early daysof the
pandemic in 2020. It wasn’t long before
he fell in love with the sport and he got
the idea to install a pump track at
Northwest Reno’s Sierra Vista Park.
While Lin was the brains behind the
project, trail-builder Steve Wentz
(right), whose skills with heavy
equipment operation (below)
helped make the park
become a reality. The two
didn’t meet in person
until the last day Wentz
was working on the
track.

Over the past few years, BLTS has been mostly
responsible for the development of the mountain bike
trails that presently exist in Sierra Vista Park. The
501(c)(3) nonprofit received a recreational trail grant
in conjunction with Nevada State Parks. There are
currently beginner, intermediate, and advanced
downhill trails in the park, as well as a drop zone
and plenty of sand, gravel, and dirt tracks. The
new pump track is near the drop zone, with easy
access from the parking lot that was created for
a once-planned golf course.
The City of Reno in 2011 purchased the
site of the former golf course, now the
206-acre Sierra Vista Park. The park
conceptual plan, conducted and published
in 2015, lists four parcels with various use designations. Area residents have been using the former
cart trails for years for hiking and mountain biking.
The plan allows for “open spaces and trails,” “the full
range of indoor and outdoor recreational features
allowed in neighborhood parks,” “active or passive
recreational features consistent with neighborhood
parks,” and “any purpose consistent with the City’s
Master Plan for the McQueen neighborhood.”
“The people at the city are great,” said Amanda
Wentz, BLTS’s treasurer and wife of trail-builder
Steve Wentz. “They’re really supportive of the things
that we’ve gone to them with.”

The entire endeavor has been extremely efficient.
Lin initially contacted BLTS in October 2021,
and the pump track was finished in March of this
year. Construction took only about two weeks,
during which time Wentz also put in a variation
to the advanced downhill line — which he’d also
previously built — that allows riders to bypass the
biggest drops and jumps. He has been building
trails and tracks for about 25 years, with his other
local credits including some of the flow lines and
dirt jumps at the Truckee Bike Park.
On Wentz’s last day working on the pump track, Lin
rode his mountain bike over to take a look at fruits

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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of his labor. The two had
never met before.
As Wentz worked in a mini
excavator nearby, Lin straddled his bike and looked over
the new features. Standing on
the not-quite-completed dropin as the last rays of afternoon
sun stretched out over the
landscape, Lin looked satisfied
and confident.
He dropped in, carefully
crested each roller, and made

Grateful Gardens

his way around the track
and back to the drop-in
as Wentz looked on. “I’ve
never actually ridden a
pump track before,” Lin said
and dropped in for another
lap, faster and even more
assured.

Regarding the future of the
park and similar opportunities
nearby, Lin feels optimistic.

“He put in effort and had
a dream before he knew
exactly what it was,” Wentz
said later of Lin. “I guess
he’s a dreamer and I think
that’s super cool.”

As long as there are
enthusiasts and people out
there like Lin, willing to
assume leadership roles
in their communities, that
shouldn’t take too long.

“I think that there’s room
for a lot of development — it
just needs funding, that’s it,”
he said.

MAIDEN VOYAGE: Adrian
Lin takes a test run on the
new pump track, the
installation of which
was his idea, before it
ofﬁcially opened to
the public.

L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO N TR AC TO R

Create | Install | Maintain
Commercial | Residential

gratefulgardens.biz

530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.
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SOUL KITCHEN
RUBY RED: While
supermarket-bought
strawberries can be sweet,
with their often-stark-white
center, they’re a far cry from
those you can ﬁnd at the
local farmers market, which
have a deep red color
through and through.

F

were harvested well before they
armers market season will soon
were fully ripened to allow time for
be here with a bounty of local
transport and distribution. To have
produce harvested at the peak of
strawberries that were
ripeness. The only way
picked at the height of
to get a strawberry
JULIANA DEMAREST
ripeness is like eating an
any closer to ripeness
Moonshine Ink
entirely different variety.
perfection is to pick it
yourself. While I love
According to the California Strawberry
hitting the local farmers market
Commission, the Golden State profor a variety of different fruits and
duces 90% of the strawberries grown
vegetables, if I could pick only one
in the United States. They’re in season
locally grown variety to purchase, it
from March through July. Sweet, juicy,
would hands-down be strawberries
and widely available, it’s no wonder
every time.
strawberries are the most popular fruit
eaten throughout the world.
In 2004, I left my job in journalism
when I married a farmer. I went to
Don’t be fooled by their sweetwork at his family’s generations-old
ness — strawberries are packed
farm in North Jersey, Demarest Farms,
with vitamins and nutrients and
where there were acres of peach and
are low in sugar. They’re a good
apple orchards, Jersey tomatoes,
source of fiber, folate, antioxidants,
and more. There was also a roadside
and flavonoids, which may reduce
farm stand, which sold seasonal local
the risks of heart disease, cancer,
produce and had a salad bar that was
and cognitive decline. Just eight
famous throughout the area.
strawberries a day gives your body
100% of its daily required vitamin C
When local strawberries were in
intake. In fact, in recommending a
season, we would slice up bowls of
daily serving of eight strawberries,
them at a time to include on the salad
the commission notes, “Clinical
bar. I still recall standing next to a
research has determined that this
woman at the salad bar and telling
recommendation can have some
her that she definitely should try
hefty benefits, including potentially
the strawberries because they were
improved heart and brain health,
locally grown and were just unbelievreduced risk of some cancers,
ably delicious. Sweet as candy, they
and better management of Type 2
were a deep, ruby-red color, through
diabetes.”
and through. She looked at me and
said, “Are they really? Because I was
Strawberries are incredibly versajust looking at them and was thinktile, so it’s easy to take advantage
ing that they don’t look so good.”
of their health benefits. Whether
I smiled and told her, “That’s what
you crave sweet or savory, they
strawberries are supposed to look like;
can be enjoyed in everything from
not white inside.”
smoothies and salads to cakes and
even main dishes — unless you’re
With the year-round availability of
a purist and would prefer to enjoy
strawberries in the supermarket, it’s
them on their own.
easy to understand how one would
think white-centered strawberries are
When it comes to creatively serving
the norm. It’s not that supermarket
up strawberries, really the only limit
varieties can’t be sweet and delicious;
is your imagination. After a long
sure they can. But those varieties

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

day of work on the
farm, my husband’s
grandparents would be so exhausted
that dinner consisted of a big bowl
of vanilla ice cream topped with
sliced strawberries (or peaches when
they were in season). Try spreading
some goat cheese on a piece of toast
or hard cracker and topping it with
sliced strawberries and a drizzle
of balsamic glaze (not vinegar).
Throw some into a bowl of spinach
with grilled chicken, goat cheese,
balsamic vinaigrette, and a sprinkle
of candied walnuts for a simple yet

STRAWBERRY SMASH
1-pint strawberries, cleaned
1 tray ice cubes

dressed-up salad on a busy night.
Better yet, try some of these old
family favorites from the Demarest
Farms cookbook. Just be careful …
the strawberry smashes will creep
up on you, so don’t get carried away.
Oh, and they’re just as delightful
with fresh, overripe peaches!

STRAWBERRY CREAM PIE
9-inch pie crust
1-pint heavy cream
1/4 cup water
4 tsp cornstarch
Red food coloring
1 small package vanilla pudding
1-quart strawberries

1 small container frozen orange
juice concentrate*

1/4 cup sugar

rum (in equal measure to the juice
concentrate)

Bake and cool pie crust. Mix pudding
as directed on package, substituting
cream for milk. Whip until thick. Pour
into pie shell. Wash and hull berries.
Crush enough to ﬁll 1/2 cup. Keep
remaining berries whole and arrange
on top of cream pie. Put crushed
berries in a saucepan with sugar, water,
and cornstarch. Bring to a boil; simmer.
Stir in butter and food coloring. Cool
slightly; brush over berries. Chill.

Blend all ingredients together, pour
into glasses, and enjoy.
*Pineapple-orange juice is best,
but lemonade is also a good choice.
Recipe also works well with fresh
juice; however, the amount of ice
may need to be adjusted.

Make every

1 tsp butter

moment matter

TRINKIE WATSON
NV BS.1022 | CA 00326518

530 582 0722

twatson@chaseinternational.com

LakeTahoeLuxuryEstates.com
MOONSHINEINK.COM

14 APRIL – 11 MAY 2022

43

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

IN TOP FORM
By Dave Jack

Physical
fitness doesn’t
end with your
workout

W

e live in Tahoe to enjoy all
the fun outdoor activities
right out our back door. We’re great
at raising our “stoke” by pushing
our body’s limits in this backyard
playground; but just as easily as we can
turn it on, can we turn it off?
Recovery is allowing both the mind and
the body to switch off. Better recovery
gives us a greater chance of staying
pliable and limber so we can enjoy our
adventures the next day, month, year
— or decades later.
Tom Brady says it best: “Greatness is
achieved by longevity, resilience, and
dedication to the balance of fitness.”
Balance is the key. For the amount of
work you put into breaking your body
down, invest equal or more effort into
building it back up. Here are some of
the best-known recovery techniques
that will keep you enjoying an active
Tahoe lifestyle for the long term.

HYDRATION

Up to 60% of the human adult body
is water. Proper hydration is the most
important tool for keeping the body
running efficiently, especially at high
altitudes where, according to the
Wilderness Medical Society, water
is lost through respiration twice as
quickly as at sea level. Less oxygen
means a higher respiration rate, which
withdraws more water from the body.
Water helps the body’s lymphatic
system to flush out damaged cells and
metabolic waste and toxins, and to
fight against infection. More water
means less soreness. By keeping a
44
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TAKE A SWIG: With water comprising 60% of the human body,
staying hydrated is one of the most important things you can do for
yourself, especially post-workout.

continual flow of water through our
muscles, organs, skin, and brain, the
body can transport nutrients to cells
effectively, so we look and feel better.

cortisol. This imbalance leaves you feeling more stress and decreased mental
clarity, which can lead to improper
nutritional choices the next day.

to avoid those to balance out your
acidity and inflammation.

Aim to drink at least half your body
weight (pounds) in ounces of water each
day, increasing 20 ounces for every hour
of exercise. Try adding some electrolytes
like NUUN, Liquid IV, or even a pinch
of salt to a couple of glasses.

Matthew Walker, author of Why We
Sleep, recommends getting an average
of seven to nine hours of sleep a night.
A great night of sleep requires getting
one to two hours of deep sleep. To
reach that I recommend turning off
the lights, avoiding blue light from
your devices, and taking deep breaths
before bed. Try to establish a proper
circadian rhythm in which you have
a routine scheduled for your body to
get adequate rest each night. A sleep
tracking wearable device is also great
for monitoring stages of sleep to know
how well you actually slept.

Just about every system in our body
requires oxygen. Deep inhales increase
oxygen in our red blood cells, and deep
exhales let out our harmful carbon
dioxide. Breathing deeply improves
our digestion, sleep, mental clarity,
immunity, and more. It also has been
proven to calm our bodies and reduce
stress and anxiety.

Dehydration leads to muscle tightness,
cramps, headaches, and overall low
energy. Drinks with too much sugar
or caffeine, like soft drinks or coffee,
respectively, and alcohol, will reduce any
effort to stay as hydrated as possible.

SLEEP

Tennis superstar Roger Federer
reportedly sleeps an average of 12
hours a night. Why? Because sleep is
when your muscles, bones, tissues,
brain, central nervous system, and
hormones all recover.
Sleep can be broken down into three
stages: light, REM, and deep sleep.
The latter is when your body recovers
best because your heart rate, blood
pressure, respiration, metabolism, and
body temperature are reduced.
Human growth hormone, which
promotes the body’s healing and
growth, is released during deep sleep.
HGH is also a precursor for other vital
hormones such as insulin-like growth
factor (IGF-1).
Insufficient amounts of sleep can impair
glucose metabolism, testosterone, and
MOONSHINEINK.COM

NUTRITION

It really doesn’t matter how much
you exercise if you’re not eating the
right foods with the right nutrients to
allow your body to recover. Exercise
increases inflammation and acidity.
Eating an anti-inflammatory diet high
in alkaline foods will help counterbalance your efforts.
Ideally eat fresh, seasonal, organic foods
from high-quality local sources. Good
alkaline-rich foods primarily come
from non-starchy, fibrous vegetables
and fruits. To reduce acidity, consume
dark leafy greens like kale and spinach,
cauliflower, broccoli, green beans,
eggplant, beets, and others.
Some acidic foods to be conscious
of are dairy, eggs, meat, most grains,
sugars, and processed foods. It’s best

BREATHING

In this day and age, we have continual
stimulation from excessive device time
spent socializing, working, etc. We are
in constant fight-or-flight mode more
than we are historically used to. Try
some meditation classes or yoga, or
simply lay on the floor on your back at
night and take in 30 to 40 deep inhales
through the nose with deep exhales out
the mouth. Control your breath and
feel the calming benefits right away.

COLD PLUNGE/SAUNA

Cold reduces inflammation while heat
increases circulation. Cold plunging
in 45- to 55-degree water will constrict blood vessels, reducing swelling
and inflammation. Try jumping into
the Truckee River or one of our beautiful Alpine lakes for three minutes
after exercising. Or simply at the end
of your shower, turn the water to cold
for 30 seconds to two minutes.
The benefits of the sauna are extensive. It has been shown to improve
the cardiovascular system, release
endorphins that reduce pain, flush
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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out toxins, help our skin regeneration,
improve mental clarity, reduce stress,
aid sleep, and more. Try a sauna
at 180 to 200 degrees for 10 to 15
minutes after cold plunging to heat
back up and reap all the benefits.

FOAM ROLLING
AND STRETCHING

Fascia is like the sausage casing of
our muscles. If our fascia is tight,
the muscles lying beneath will be
tight as well. Using self-myofascial
release strategies such as foam
rolling, massage, or a percussion
gun after workouts will relieve that
fascial tightness.
Once that fascia is released, stretch.
Loosening the calves, hamstrings,
lower back, quads, and hips will
revive your muscles’ length-tension

relationships so your kinetic chain
works more effectively and saves you
from overuse or injury

CONCLUSION

Balance your fitness by giving your
body equal or more time in recovery
compared to what you do with your
exercise. By choosing to get a couple
recovery techniques in each day, you
will revive your body and increase
your longevity and enjoyment of a
happy, healthy life.
~ Dave Jack graduated with a B.A. in
business marketing from the University
of Colorado Boulder. He’s worked for
13 years as a certified personal trainer
and specializes in corrective exercise,
performance enhancement, functional
movement, fitness nutrition, weight loss,
metabolic, and pre-/postnaßtal fitness.

~ Words to Recover By ~
“You are only as young as your spine is ﬂexible.”
~ Joseph Pilates
“The shorter your sleep, the shorter your life.”
~ neuroscientist Dr. Matthew Walker, founder, Center
for Human Sleep Science, author of Why We Sleep
“Sleep is probably the greatest legal performanceenhancing drug that few are abusing enough.”
~ Dr. Matthew Walker
“Let food be thy medicine.” ~ Hippocrates
“The mind is like a kite, ﬂying here and there, and the
breath is like the string of the kite, generally bringing
the mind back into the present moment. The breath
brings the mind, which is all over the place, back to its
source, a natural state of peacefulness and joy.”
~ Ravi Shanklar

Personal Growth • Spirituality • Community
LIBRARY • BOOKSTORE
GIFTS • ART
Open Tuesday-Saturday 12-5pm

Need an agent who gets
your small business?

SPIRITUAL RESOURCE CENTER

CLASSES • EVENTS
WORKSHOPS

I understand the unique needs of small business
owners, because I run a small business too. Contact
me today for your small business insurance.

View Our Calender at
www.goodnesssake.org

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com
530-550-9000
2101257
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161
530-550-8981 | www.goodnesssake.org
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Days Gone By

LIKE OLD TIMES: (Left) Sanford “Sandy” Adler (who owned the Cal Neva Lodge) bought the Tahoe
Biltmore Hotel in 1951. He renamed it the Cal Neva Biltmore. (Right) Biltmore’s iconic sign, built in 1962 as
a nod to flying saucers and the Seattle Space Needle, overlooks the front of the historic hotel/casino.

Tahoe Biltmore sees its last hurrah
WORDS AND PHOTOS BY
TED COAKLEY III/MOONSHINE INK

I

f you’ve been around the Tahoe
area long enough, you may know a
thing or two about the storied history
of the Tahoe Biltmore Casino and
Hotel and its neighboring casinos just
steps away — all of them lining the
Nevada side of the California/Nevada
border in North Lake Tahoe.
You may know all the stories about
“Mary” and other ghosts in the
haunted areas of the building, and
the nature of their demise. (Mary
was at one time a performer in
the Aspen Cabaret Showroom,

now known as the Breeze Bar, and
legend has it she appears in ghostly
form throughout the Biltmore
wearing a 1960s-style mini skirt and
having no facial features.) The ghost
tales are so well-known, in fact,
that two ladies recently stopped
into the bar with their ghost energy
detecting devices, as Biltmore bar
manager Grace Rainwater, shared
with Moonshine Ink.
You’ve probably heard the tales about
the mob and JFK, Marilyn Monroe,
and the Rat Pack, and the underground tunnels made for them that
run among these Stateline casinos.
Perhaps you know of the many times
that Cupid shot his arrow there, and

all the weddings and personal life
celebrations the Biltmore has hosted.
You might even be familiar with the
Biltmore’s revelry, music, secrets,
and characters of all sorts, from local
partiers and families to jetsetters and
international celebrities.
Most likely of all, however, is that
you’ve seen the iconic sign, built in
1962 as a nod to both flying saucers
and the Seattle Space Needle,
which was presented at the Seattle
World’s Fair that year. Maybe you’ve
even had some surreal inebriated
moments beneath it! The Biltmore’s
casino floor supervisor (and longtime
Tahoe-area casinos employee),
Lucinda Giovanni, calls the tripodshaped sign the “Vortex of Strange,”
and says it offers an explanation
for the especially high frequency of
unusual happenings at the “Bilty”
— as it’s affectionately known to

some — over the years. Tales of the
Biltmore’s at-times colorful past can
be found online, in print newspapers,
and even on television in the evening
news and on shows about ghosts and
hauntings.
If you hang around long enough in
these waning days of the Biltmore
— as this reporter did — you might
meet people who are there getting the
last of Tahoe’s daily affordable happy
hours, or are just swinging by for a
last look and goodbye before it closes
this month. Holding a lifetime of
memories, they might just have a bit
(sometimes a lot!) to say.
At a recent happy hour, patron
Odara Amasiani talked about how
he frequented the Biltmore about
twice per week for the first month
when he arrived in Tahoe two years
ago from Detroit. After a two-year
hiatus, Amasiani was there recently

OUT OF LUCK: (From left) Nickel slots?! Who can remember pulling this lever at the Biltmore? PRIME REAL ESTATE: The Tahoe Biltmore’s location above Crystal Bay and Kings Beach
formed a trio of casinos that activated the California-Nevada border. GOING TO THE CHAPEL: Known for hosting generations of marriages, the Biltmore’s wedding chapel is also famous
for emitting sounds attributed to both age-old visitations by ghostly spirits and, more recently, very spirited visitations of a very carnal nature.
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for the second consecutive
evening. “[I’m] kinda sad
to see it go … especially ...
me not coming here for so
long, and then actually finally
coming, and finding out it’s
about to close,” Amasiani told
Moonshine Ink. As if describing a dying language or
culture of people, he continued, “The people and deals
here are like nowhere else
in Tahoe. You can’t go to a
happy hour and get a cocktail
for $2. That’s unheard of.”
The historic casino and hotel
survived through various
ownerships over the decades
since its 1946 opening and
has fostered great memories
for people of all ages — Tahoe
locals and tourists or passersby.
Guest Charlie Bettencourt
was walking by the Biltmore
one recent evening when
he stopped to look at the
building and reminisced
about days of his youth spent
inside. “I just remember the
concerts that were here, and
the vitality that used to be in
between these three places. It
had ... gravity. It was a really,
really good time in the late
’80s/early ’90s,” Bettencourt
recalled, his voice barely
cracking as he gets a bit
choked up. “It was just such
a big part of that time of your
life when you’re growing up.”
Bettencourt recalled the
bands of various genres like
funk and folk, and cover
bands that played crowd
favorites. “We’d get off work
on the West Shore, drive over
here and stay here all night,
and wake up the next morning and go back to work,” he
said. “Spend everything you
made ... You’d work all day,
make like $50 bussing tables,
come here and blow it all,
wake up three hours later and
go back and do it again.”
Despite the sentimental
factor, Bettencourt said it’s
not going to break his heart
to see the site fixed up.
“If it was the way it was 20
years ago, then, yeah I’d
probably shed a bigger tear,
but it needs some work now.
[It] sucks to go in there
See DAYS

GONE BY p. 48
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MEMORY LANE: (Clockwise from top) The iconic Biltmore sign put
a fantastic ode to the 1960s on the shore of North Lake Tahoe.
The Biltmore’s bar manager, Grace Rainwater (center), joins friends
Dave Shearbourne and Renee Stein for a happy hour toast after
her shift. Biltmore guests (from left) Whit “Deuce Del Rio” Jackson,
Joey Rodriguez, and former Biltmore bartender Zanne Rhodes
check out the Memory Wall, curated by the casino’s cage manager,
Kristy Freeto. Deuce said he met most of his friends through
the Biltmore. It’ll be a “hard time letting this place go,” he said.
Former Bilty bartender Zanne Rhodes, left, shares a laugh and a
toast with local friends and patrons Whit “Deuce Del Rio” Jackson,
Jody Dickinson, and Niki Breezy. A final run of Biltmore hoodies
will be for sale at the April 23 last hurrah.
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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DECADES OF DECADENCE: (Clockwise from bottom left) For diehard Biltmore patrons,
the hotel and casino’s “Last Hurrah” party will be a bittersweet ending to its more than sixdecade-long legacy. Three of the longest tenured Biltmore associates (left to right), general
manager Tyler Gaffaney, president and licensee Heather Bacon, and bartender of more than
two decades John “Turk” Turkelson, take a moment for posterity. The Biltmore facade has
bookended Highway 28 at the California-Nevada border for decades along with the Crystal
Bay Club. Many a person has won or lost a fortune on this table. The canine “Pearl” is a
part-time guest at the Biltmore — and she has a room with a view.

DAYS GONE BY from p. 47

and not see any dealers, no bars,
no food, no nothing. But, you look
up at this stuff,” he said, gesturing
overhead at the marquee and the
iconic sign, “and it’s pretty cool. It’s
an end of an era, for sure.”
A years-long effort to preserve the
Biltmore on historic designation
grounds was lost because several
remodels over the years left it lacking enough historical features for
such designation. The property was
purchased by an entity called EKN
Development Group in 2021 for
$56.8 million, with plans unveiled
at the beginning of this year to
eventually reopen as a luxury
“branded marquee destination.”
Originally approved as Boulder
Bay, it has since been tentatively
renamed Tahoe Luxury Resort and
Residences, according to a recent
EKN press release.
And, so, the Biltmore fades, its
doors set to close for good at 5 a.m.
on April 30. Until then, however, if
you hang out around the Biltmore
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and talk to the staff who’s been
there (some of them for decades),
or current and former guests, you
will witness a sense of gleeful
reminiscence. There is acceptance
of what is coming coupled with
appreciation of what has been.
The Biltmore’s “last hurrah” — as
declared on the marquee thanking
the community for 76 years of a
good run — is April 23 and will
include a performance by Biltmore
staple Chris Costa from 6:30 to
10:30 p.m., cash prizes and drawings from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., and
guests coming by for last goodbyes
and sharing tales of days gone by.
Longtime cage manager Kristi
Freeto has been curating and
designing a memory wall on the
casino floor, posting a collection
of notes and photographs in a tree
mural recently painted by Bilty fan
Nicole Stirling. Guests are welcome
to bring in photos, notes, or any
other keepsakes to share their own
recollections of the Biltmore from
throughout the decades.
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• It doesn’t all ﬁt here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.

APRIL 30
THROUGH SUMMER

MAY 9

APRIL 22

THROUGH APRIL

APRIL 16

JUNE 18

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) Dead Winter Carpenters at Crystal Bay Casino, photo by Rob Tobin; rock legend Alice Cooper at Grand Sierra Resort; springtime at Andelin Family
Farm; Truckee Community Theater summer camps registration to begin; Cushing Crossing at Palisades Tahoe; Rock Tahoe Half-Marathon. Courtesy photos

April 16

OUTDOORS | Cushing Crossing
After two long years, the most anticipated spring event is back. The
Palisades Tahoe Cushing Crossing —
the original pond skimming contest
— will take place at 1 p.m. Join in on
the fun, watch big spills, and share
some much-needed laughs with a
panel of celebrity judges and two of
the best emcees around. Costumes
are encouraged. Awards ceremony
will immediately follow the event
at Cushing Pond. Date subject to
change due to weather. Registration
will be held at KT Deck on April 15 at
10 a.m. Registration fee is $20, cash
only. Participants must be 18 years or
older. Helmets and personal flotation
device are mandatory. Equipment
must be connected to participant. If
competing dually, equipment must be
connected to both participants. Info:
palisadestahooe.com

April 16

WELLNESS | Learn How to Better
Navigate Your Nervous System

Do you struggle with your inner
critic? Do you struggle with your
judgement of others? Do you wish
to be proactive in your approach to
life rather than reactive? Befriending Our Biology is a four-week series
on nervous system navigation. On
Saturdays, April 16 through May 7,
learn how to apply the principles of
polyvagal theory in life. Participants
will map their unique nervous system
and become familiar with how each
state feels in their body: ventral vagal
(safe and social), sympathetic (fight/
flight), & dorsal vagal (shutdown/
collapse). Cultivate individualized
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

tools and resources to navigate each
state, including both self-regulation
and co-regulation techniques, and
learn how to savor “glimmers” and
recognize triggers. This class builds
on the lecture Befriending Our Biology: A Polyvagal Primer. Registrants
will receive a recording of the class
to review as a prerequisite at their
leisure. Class is held at For Goodness
Sake in Truckee and is limited to 10
participants with a sliding scale fee
of $133 to $199. Register by emailing
californiabravo30@gmail.com. Info: 6
to 8 p.m.; goodnesssake.org
April 21
ARTS & CULTURE | Online Poetry

Short Course with Kazim Ali

Lucille Clifton’s legacy as a poet,
writer, and educator is far reaching
and fundamental to the poetics of the
20th century and today. Championed
by such giants as Robert Hayden,
Toni Morrison, and Carolyn Kizer early
in her career, Clifton became one
of the major American poets of the
last part of the 20th century. She was
Maryland’s third poet laureate, an
NEA fellow, an Emmy award winner
and a Robert Frost Medal recipient
for lifetime achievement. Her work
has become even more inﬂuential on
generations of younger poets after
her passing. Perhaps less studied and
appreciated was Clifton’s mastery of
prosody and poetic form. This weekly
short course in Clifton’s work will
examine the major themes and qualities of her poetry. No background in
poetry is necessary to learn and enjoy
the majestic poetic work of Lucille Clifton. Thursdays, April 21 through May
12. Info: $240, 4 to 6 p.m. via Zoom;
communityofwriters.org

April 22
ARTS & CULTURE | Alice Cooper

Live at Grand Sierra Resort

Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Famer Alice
Cooper brings an all new show and
very different look than recent tours.
Dubbed as “Ol’ Black Eyes Is Back,”
Cooper is expected to have new music in time for the tour, produced by
his longtime collaborator Bob Ezrin.
Cooper’s most recent release was in
2018 with the live album A Paranormal Evening At The Olympia Paris.
In addition to recording and touring
both on his own and with the Hollywood Vampires (with pals Joe Perry
and Johnny Depp), Cooper continues
his nightly syndicated radio show
Nights With Alice Cooper, heard
worldwide on over 100 radio stations.
Info: 7:30 p.m., Grand Sierra Resort,
Reno; grandsierraresort.com
April 23
COMMUNITY | Earth Day Event
The largest Earth Day celebration in the
area, this free community event takes
place in the Village at Palisades Tahoe
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and gives kids
and adults the opportunity to learn
about recycling, composting, alternative energy, and sustainability through
hands-on activities the whole family can
enjoy. Check out children’s activities and
brain teasers hosted by The Discovery.
Plus, don’t miss hours of free live music
by local bands. This event is a community tradition to learn about sustainable
products and services offered by local
organizations and businesses and meet
with local area nonproﬁts that share
Earth Day values. Local entertainment
will be showcased. The goal is to
connect the community with the people
and resources found in our region who
MOONSHINEINK.COM

foster innovation, initiate change, and
ultimately implement an equitable
partnership for a green planet. Info:
palisadestahoe.com

Through April 30
COMMUNITY | Keep Tahoe Blue
Trash Pick-Up Challenge

Help Keep Tahoe Blue. Kick off Earth
Month by participating in Tahoe’s Trash
Pickup Challenge: Earth Month Edition.
Together we can keep our beautiful
Tahoe environment clean and litter free.
Join Keep Tahoe Blue all month long
at in-person events, by cleaning up
remotely, or both. Go out and pick up
any litter that you see. Whether you’re
just walking to school or the store or
heading out for an hour-long cleanup at
your favorite Tahoe spot, make sure to
leave it better than you found it by picking up any litter that you see along the
way. Report what you ﬁnd and double
your impact by using the “That’s Not
Natural” report on the Citizen Science
Tahoe App (citizensciencetahoe.org). Or
ﬁll in a data card (provided in cleanup
kits) and either drop it off where you
borrowed cleanup supplies or email it to
events@keeptahoeblue.org. Join in for
an in-person Earth Day cleanup on April
22 from 9 a.m. to noon. Info: keeptahoeblue.org/events.
FAMILY | Spring on the Farm
Andelin Family Farm’s Baby Animal &
Tulip Festival runs through the end of
April. It is such an exciting time on the
farm and offers guests a more personal
experience with the baby goats, lambs,
and calves. Admission includes access
to the tulip U-pick ﬁelds, petting zoo
area, and all the barnyard games and
See CALENDAR p. 51
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Truckee Bike Park Fundraiser:
April 20 at Bar of America

SHRED FEST: While supporters of the Truckee Bike Park wait for the park’s trails to dry out from
winter’s snowmelt so they can shred brown pow, they can get amped up at the park’s annual
fundraiser at Bar of America on April 20. Courtesy photo

A

JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRACTICE AREAS
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fter nearly 12 years, the Truckee
Bike Park is now entering its final
phase of construction — and you
can help make it possible. Get ready
for a family-friendly evening of good
food and fun when the bike park’s
biggest annual fundraiser takes over
Bar of America for an evening.
“Our goal is [to raise] $25,000 that
night,” Truckee Bike Park co-founder
Cortney Knudson told Moonshine
Ink, explaining that like most every
other business, the pandemic hit the
park nonprofit’s bottom line pretty
hard. “We’re playing catch up right
now.”
As life came to a screeching halt,
so did donations and grants that
normally are the lifeline of Biking
for a Better World, the nonprofit
Knudson started with her partner
and fellow park co-founder Brooks
McMullen. Biking for a Better World
brought to fruition both Knudson’s
and McMullen’s shared passion
project. “This whole passion thing
started out of a want out of our
own hearts to ride,” Knudson said.
“Passion projects usually last two
years … we’re going into 12 years.”

THIS SUMMER

Outside Patio &
Inside Dining Options
VOTED BEST

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
& Truckee Restaurant
R E S E R VAT I O N S H I G H LY R E C O M M E N D E D
TO BOOK RESERVATIONS VISIT P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n tTr u c k e e . c o m
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE
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In addition to the funds that come
by way of grants and private
donations, the park would not be
possible without its partnership with
the Truckee Donner Recreation and
Park District, which covers water,
insurance, and sanitation needs, and
the Truckee Sanitary District, which
donated the land abutting Truckee’s
Riverside Park.
Although funding dried up during
the pandemic, the steady stream
of riders at the bike park remained
strong since more and more
people took to spending time in

the outdoors. At last count a few
years back, there were an average of
50,000 visitors to the park each year.
Since Covid, that number has leaped
to 72,000.
With an operating cost of $120,000
to $150,000 for maintenance alone,
the drought in funds could have
detrimental effects. That’s where
people like Bar of America owner
Tom Turner comes in.
One night each year, Turner shuts
down B of A and puts out a spread
that will tempt the likes of the pickiest eater. Pizza, prime rib, vegetarian options, passed appetizers, and
more are all included in the all-youcan-eat fundraiser ticket price of $47
for adults, $30 for kids. All proceeds
are donated to the Truckee Bike
Park. In addition to delicious eats,
attendees can also enter drawings
to win cool prizes like bikes, sporting goods, and clothing donated by
members of the biking industry. The
fundraiser is open to all ages and
will be held from 5 to 10 p.m. at Bar
of America on April 20.
Even if you can’t make the fundraiser, it’s still possible to donate
through truckeebikepark.com. And
if you’re not able to help out with a
monetary donation, Knudson and
McMullen are always appreciative of
the donation of volunteer time, as
the park requires anywhere from 20
to 50 hours of work time each week.
Keep an eye on the bike park’s
Facebook and Instagram pages for
calls for volunteers to help prep the
park for what is expected to be yet
another busy season.
Info: truckeebikepark.org
~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

10096 DONNER PASS ROAD

MOONSHINEINK.COM

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

TAP CALENDAR
CALENDAR from p. 49

activities, including newly expanded
ziplines. Open Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Purchase
tikets and ﬁnd full details online. Info:
andelinfamilyfarm.com

April 30

ARTS & CULTURE | Tahoe Faves

Dead Winter Carpenters at CBC

Crystal Bay Club Casino welcomes
Tahoe favorite Dead Winter Carpenters,
with special guest, Achilles Wheel, in
the Crown Room. Hailing from North
Lake Tahoe, Dead Winter Carpenters
has built a reputation for pouring their
heart and soul into each performance. A
steadily touring band since 2010, Dead
Winter Carpenters has entertained
crowds at notable festivals around the
country including Harvest Music Festival, Del Fest, High Sierra Music Festival,
Northwest String Summit, and Strawberry Music Festival. Tickets are $17 in
advance, $23 day of show (plus tax and
fees). Info: general admission, 21 and
older, 8 p.m.; crystalbaycasino.com

May 7 and 8
FAMILY | Reno River Fest

Summer begins at the Reno River Festival, with live music, rides, games, food,
beer, bikes, shopping, and adventure,
all in the heart of downtown Reno. The
festival features live music performances by more than 20 local and national
acts, craft beer and hard seltzer tours,
food, craft vendors, the adrenalinepumping thrills of the Reno Tahoe
Adventure Park, and more. New this
year, Riverfest is bringing in Northern
Nevada Cornhole and turning a portion of First Street into a giant, professionally run cornhole tournament. The
festival is also adding a special Mother’s Day Package and is bringing back
the Reno River Roll: a moving concert
through the streets of Reno. Entry tickets are just $10 and are valid for both
days of the festival. Kids 17 and under
and dogs are free. Hours are 9 a.m. to
8 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday. Info: renoriverfest.com

May 9

ARTS & CULTURE | Summer Theater

Camp Registration Opens

Truckee Community Theater has announced several diverse workshops it
will be offering for students going into
grades 3 through 12. These one-week
acting camps are designed to improve
skills and technique, and the musical
theater camps bring opportunities to
students of all levels to work on their
singing, dancing, and acting. Summer camps are an excellent way to
advance skills before our fall programs
begin. Teen Improv Comedy Camp
will be held June 27 to July 1 and is
open to grades 6 through 12. Teen
Musical Theater Camp featuring Into
the Woods Jr. is open to grades 7
through 12 and runs from July 25 to
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Aug 6. Kids’ Musical Theater Camp’s
Aladdin Jr. production is July 11
through 23 for grades 3 through 6. A
Kids’ Shakespeare Camp will run Aug.
15 through 19 for grades 5 through 8.
Registration opens May 9 for Truckee
residents who attend local schools,
May 16 for part-time residents, and
May 23 for non-residents. Make sure
your account is set up at tdrpd.org.
Summer Camps 2022 will be held at
the Truckee Community Arts Center.
Scholarships are available for campers needing ﬁnancial assistance. Info:
truckeecommunitytheater.com

Partner with a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Professional
to help complete your financial puzzle

June 18

OUTDOORS | Sign Up Now for

Rock Tahoe Half-Marathon

Run in beautiful Lake Tahoe, rock your
way through some awesome weekend
events, and recover poolside with live
music at the post-race pool party. The
Rock Tahoe Half Marathon starts at
Spooner Summit and drops over 1,000
feet as it winds its way down Highway 50 along the stunning East Shore
of Lake Tahoe to the ﬁnish line and
post-race pool party at the Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Lake Tahoe. All race
participants will receive a ﬁnisher medal
and race shirt. The 13.1-mile course
will take runners from Spooner Summit
south along the beautiful east shoreline
of Lake Tahoe. There is no shortage of
amazing scenery as athletes pass Logan
Shoals, run through Cave Rock, and
weave along the bike path through historic Round Hill Pines, Nevada Beach,
and Rabe Meadow. To cap off the awesomeness of the course, there will be a
ﬁnish line party like no other. No dogs
are allowed on the course. Strollers
permitted but must have a wrist strap.
Info: $119, start times at 7 and 8 a.m.;
rocktahoehalfmarathon.com

Bill Austin,CFP® and John Manocchio,CFP®

530-563-5250

bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com
11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

w w w. Pa c i f i c C r e s t W P. c o m

William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

July 16 and 17

ARTS & CULTURE | Tickets Now on

Sale for Summer Art Hikes

The Webber Lake/Lacey Valley Art
Hike Trail is about 3 miles roundtrip
and offers an easy and memorable hike
for people of all ages. The meadows
offer spectacular wildﬂowers in summer and are host to over 100 species of
birds. Discover the long-hidden beauty
and charm of the area protected by
the Truckee Donner Land Trust. The
Wildﬂower & Art Hike trail begins at the
Truckee Donner Land Trust trailhead
at the west end of the lake. (Signs will
direct you.) There is not a bridge across
Lacey Creek and your feet may get wet.
This is a small, intimate art hike with
limited space. Limited day-use parking
is available so carpooling is suggested.
Guests can also choose to book a Pod/
Private Art Hike for up to 16 people
for $800. Email director Nancy Lopez
at info@trailsandvistas.org. General Art
Hike tickets are $45 for adults and $15
for children aged 4 to 17. Kids under 4
are free. Info: trailsandvistas.org
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Song of the Heart
An Olympic love story
BY EDDY ANCINAS

Special to Moonshine Ink

O

n Feb. 18, 1960, in a blinding
snowstorm, I followed a line of
cars creeping slowly toward Squaw
Valley’s Blyth Arena for the opening
ceremonies of the VIII Olympic
Winter Games. Standing just a few
rows above U.S. Vice-President
Richard Nixon, I watched the athletes
file in proudly waving their respective countries’ ﬂags to thunderous
applause. As first Greece then
Argentina arrived, I snapped photos
of every team. Little did I know I was
photographing my future husband.
I was one of six young women who
volunteered as guides/hostesses
for the International Olympic
Committee. After a heady round of
social functions in San Francisco,
we headed to the mountains, joining
the IOC members every day for
lunch at the Squaw Valley Inn (now
PlumpJack Inn), which served to
house the athletes during the 1960
Olympic Games. All we had to do
was be helpful and speak a foreign
language (although complete ﬂuency
was not required). With passes to
all the events on the mountains and
at the ice arena, we could go everywhere in the valley — except for
the closely guarded athletes’ village,
where they gathered each evening
for dinner followed by a show,
emceed by radio and television
pioneer Art Linkletter.

Gardiner, a friend and fellow guide,
and I managed to convince the guards
at the entrance that we were translators for the Spanish team.
Seated amidst a lively audience of
skiers, skaters, and coaches from
around the world, Marcia and I waited
for the program to begin. When the
lights dimmed, Marcia felt a hand
caress her long, wavy hair and turned
around to face a handsome Argentine
skier named Clemente Tellechea.
Thus began a romance that ﬂourished
during the Olympics and beyond.
“Eddy, you should meet Clemente’s
friend, Osvaldo,” Marcia said every
time I left our apartment in San
Francisco to go skiing with friends
at Sugar Bowl. “He plays the guitar
and sings.”
I wasn’t really interested in meeting
Marcia’s friend … until later that year,
when I went to Sugar Bowl for the
annual Silver Belt race held in late
April. I was chatting with friends in
the lobby of the Sugar Bowl Lodge,
when someone said, “Come, you’ve
got to hear this guy singing in the bar.”
As soon as I saw a dark-haired ski
racer, head bent over his guitar as his
fingers raced up and down the strings,

Nevertheless, a well-worn path
through the woods and along
Squaw Creek led to the entrance
of the dining hall, where Marcia
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I knew it was Clemente’s friend. He
was surrounded by admiring San
Francisco socialites.
The next day, I saw him heading for
the lift, and managed to say, “Me
gusta como tocas la guitarra.” He
looked puzzled and was obviously
preoccupied with getting to the starting gate on top of Mt. Lincoln.
One month later, I went with a group
of friends to Mammoth Mountain
for Memorial Day. We knew that
assorted U.S. and foreign racers would
be there, and sure enough, I spotted

Clemente and his friend skiing up
to the chairlift. They both wore red
neck scarves — “Día de Pamplona,”
Clemente informed me, alluding to
the annual festival in the Spanish city
of Pamplona. With that he skied off,
leaving Osvaldo waiting for the chair.
“Are you a single?” I asked, as I skied
up and slid into the chair next to him,
thinking this might be a good way to
improve my Spanish.
On the way up he asked the usual
questions — Donde vives? Cuantos
años tienes? When I answered, “tengo
veinte-cinco años,” he replied with a
long, rapid answer. I only understood
veinte cinco and something like
necesita un doctor.
Oh my, I wondered; perhaps he needs
a doctor. So I asked him and learned
that what he actually said was, “That’s
just what the doctor said I need a
25-year-old woman.”

A DATE TO REMEMBER: Osvaldo and
Eddy are pictured flipping through a
book during their first date, for which
the pair came to Tahoe for the Fourth
of July Race at Squaw Valley (now
Palisades Tahoe) in 1960. Osvaldo and
his friend Clemente were going to
cook a lamb gaucho style — one of his
now-famous asados (roasts). Having
purchased a lamb in Nevada, they
brought it — alive — in the trunk of
their car and slaughtered it in a shady
spot by Squaw Creek. Clemente’s
girlfriend, Marcia, fainted.
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SLOPE STYLE: After
their mutual friends
met at the 1960 Winter
Olympics, Eddy and
Osvaldo went on to
marry, raise a family,
and spend many winters
thereafter on the ski hill.
Courtesy photos

The next day, a group of about 15 of
us, including Clemente and Osvaldo,
hiked up to the summit of Mammoth
Mountain (11,000 feet, now accessible by gondola). Following the
footholds of U.S. Ski Team member
Tom Corcoran, we shouldered our
skis and climbed, single file, up the
mountain. About halfway up, someone
behind me gently lifted my skis off my
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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shoulder and transferred them to his shoulder.
Still wearing his red bandana, Osvaldo winked,
and we resumed climbing to the top, where we
had a picnic lunch and then skied down to play
soccer — in our ski boots — in the parking lot.
The two Argentines were the stars.
Later that afternoon, we went to a nearby
hot springs, where I learned that Osvaldo
didn’t know how to swim — something
unheard of in California. He told me about
his hometown of Bariloche, surrounded
by a big lake, about the mountains where
he learned to ski, and how his mother had
always warned him not to go near the water.
That evening, our group of assorted
Olympic and recreational skiers, friends,
and followers gathered for dinner in a
house they had rented for the weekend.
When I arrived, I saw Osvaldo sitting by the
fireplace, playing his guitar, and singing an
Argentine folk song about the lonely life of

the gaucho, the nomadic horsemen of the
Argentine and Uruguayan plains known for
their colorful lifestyle.
Those who weren’t sitting in front of him
enjoying the music were helping themselves to
spaghetti and pouring wine.
After greeting friends new and old, I realized
everyone was now eating. I filled a plate,
poured a glass of wine, and delivered it to the
table in front of Osvaldo, who put down his
guitar and thanked me. That was the beginning
of a lifelong romance.
Years later, Osvaldo told me, “That’s when
you really got my attention. I couldn’t speak
English, so I was always playing the guitar and
singing. Sometimes I never got to eat.”
Sixty years later, I must admit that the old
proverb, the way to a man’s heart is through
his stomach, is still true — if jumping on the
chairlift with him doesn’t work.

LOVE NOTES: Osvaldo Ancinas uses music as the universal language of love, playing his guitar in a pre-nuptial
serenade at a wedding shower for his bride-to-be.

LOVE NOTES: Osvaldo Ancinas uses music as the universal language of love, playing his
guitar in a pre-nuptial serenade at a wedding shower for his bride-to-be.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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P U Z Z L E
Q U I Z

P A G E

C R O S S W O R D

By Margie E. Burke

WHAT IN THE WORLD?

CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? >>>

Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to
win a growler with a free ﬁll from Alibi
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to
claim. For those under 21, the prize
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache
pretzels and a nonalcoholic beverage.
Correct responses will be entered
into a drawing from which a winner
will be randomly selected. Submit
your guess by May 4.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER:
Dry bucatini pasta
WINNER:
Lila Shadloo, Danville/Tahoe Donner
Brought to you by:

ALIBI ALE WORKS

THE S T A R S

By DAWN ANDREONI | Moonshine Ink

Astronomy | The month of April is prime time to see the constellation Hydra

swimming across the sky. Hydra is the largest of all the 88 constellations
recognized by the International Astronomical Union. While the
constellation and its serpent imagery date back to Babylonian times, it
gets its name from the Greek myth of Hercules, who slayed the monster
as one of his 12 labors. The celestial Water Snake extends south of
the ecliptic, along the celestial equator. Its head, a small cluster of
stars forming a small circle, can be found underneath the constellation
Cancer (see last month’s edition of the Stars for how to ﬁnd Cancer). From there, Hydra
zigzags in a southeastern direction, stretching beneath Leo and Virgo with its tail near the
Libra constellation. Although large, Hydra is easy to overlook, for it is not particularly bright
and slithers low across the sky. Its brightest star, Alphard, is known as the Heart of the
Snake. Alphard is located beneath Regulus, the Heart of the Lion, in the constellation Leo.
Look for its characteristic orange hue. Hydra is best visible in the southern sky around 9 or
10 p.m. through the month of April and into May.

Astrology | Eclipse season is here again, with a partial solar eclipse in Taurus on April

30 and a total lunar eclipse in Scorpio on May 15.* Since the start of 2022,
eight of 10 astrological planets consistently occupied three successive signs
— Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces. The slower moving outer planets remain
in aspect to the outlier, Uranus, while the speedier inner planets are now
moving toward and into the Fixed Earth sign. The Taurus-Scorpio axis is
one of possession and resources, wealth and value, beauty and sensuality.
The planet of disruption, democracy, and technology, Uranus in Taurus
has shaken up the economy through the emergence of cryptocurrencies as well as through the
pandemic with a viral illness. Last year, the lunar north node shifted into this sign, where it will
remain for another two years, emphasizing the karmic signiﬁcance on these events. In uncertain
times, utopian schemes are tempting, but rarely satisfy. When every heart feels like a raw nerve
and every tongue a live wire, focus on grounding practices that soothe the bodily senses. As we
move through Taurus season, tend to the garden of your soul and endeavor to create an oasis
within. Add value to your life and community by cultivating beauty and appreciation thereof.

*The solar eclipse will not be visible from the Tahoe/Truckee area, but the lunar eclipse
will be! The eclipse will have begun already when the moon rises around 8 p.m., with
totality from 8:30 to 10 p.m.
~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can ﬁnd more about her offerings
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.
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Parting Shot

PYROMANIA BY DEBBIE JOHNSON
I’m a California native and lived all my life in the beautiful
Sierra Nevada. I have always loved making art of all kinds
including painting, ceramics, drawing, and pyrography. I
discovered pyrography a few years ago and have been
hooked ever since. Pyrography literally means writing
with fire. I love finding an interesting piece of wood,
sketching an image on it and then burning the image into
the wood with my pen-tip burner. Each of my pieces is
unique and special to me and no two pieces are the same.
I hope that wherever my art may land, it is enjoyed as
much as I have enjoyed making it. Find me on Instagram @
debbiejohnsonwoodart, and at debbiejohnsonwoodart.com.
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Less Impact For Greater Good
Understand the Impact
of Your Flight to Truckee Tahoe

PH

OENIX, AR

O

FR

A
: D

LLAS,

TE

Single Engine:
2,587 lbs
Twin Engine:
8,011 lbs
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3,351 lbs from air travel
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A Closer Look at Your
Carbon Footprint When You
Fly to or From Truckee

Thank you for doing your part.

5,556 lbs

from vehicle travel

12,897 lbs
from home
heating and
cooking

