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LIKE OLD TIMES: (Left) Sanford “Sandy” Adler (who owned the Cal Neva Lodge) bought the Tahoe 
Biltmore Hotel in 1951. He renamed it the Cal Neva Biltmore. (Right) Biltmore’s iconic sign, built in 1962 as 
a nod to flying saucers and the Seattle Space Needle, overlooks the front of the historic hotel/casino.   

I f you’ve been around the Tahoe 
area long enough, you may know a 

thing or two about the storied history 
of the Tahoe Biltmore Casino and 
Hotel and its neighboring casinos just 
steps away — all of them lining the 
Nevada side of the California/Nevada 
border in North Lake Tahoe.

You may know all the stories about 
“Mary” and other ghosts in the 
haunted areas of the building, and 
the nature of their demise. (Mary 
was at one time a performer in 
the Aspen Cabaret Showroom, 

now known as the Breeze Bar, and 
legend has it she appears in ghostly 
form throughout the Biltmore 
wearing a 1960s-style mini skirt and 
having no facial features.) The ghost 
tales are so well-known, in fact, 
that two ladies recently stopped 
into the bar with their ghost energy 
detecting devices, as Biltmore bar 
manager Grace Rainwater, shared 
with Moonshine Ink.

You’ve probably heard the tales about 
the mob and JFK, Marilyn Monroe, 
and the Rat Pack, and the under-
ground tunnels made for them that 
run among these Stateline casinos. 
Perhaps you know of the many times 
that Cupid shot his arrow there, and 

all the weddings and personal life 
celebrations the Biltmore has hosted. 
You might even be familiar with the 
Biltmore’s revelry, music, secrets, 
and characters of all sorts, from local 
partiers and families to jetsetters and 
international celebrities.

Most likely of all, however, is that 
you’ve seen the iconic sign, built in 
1962 as a nod to both � ying saucers 
and the Seattle Space Needle, 
which was presented at the Seattle 
World’s Fair that year. Maybe you’ve 
even had some surreal inebriated 
moments beneath it! The Biltmore’s 
casino � oor supervisor (and longtime 
Tahoe-area casinos employee), 
Lucinda Giovanni, calls the tripod-
shaped sign the “Vortex of Strange,” 
and says it offers an explanation 
for the especially high frequency of 
unusual happenings at the “Bilty” 
— as it’s affectionately known to 

some — over the years. Tales of the 
Biltmore’s at-times colorful past can 
be found online, in print newspapers, 
and even on television in the evening 
news and on shows about ghosts and 
hauntings. 

If you hang around long enough in 
these waning days of the Biltmore 
— as this reporter did  —  you might 
meet people who are there getting the 
last of Tahoe’s daily affordable happy 
hours, or are just swinging by for a 
last look and goodbye before it closes 
this month. Holding a lifetime of 
memories, they might just have a bit 
(sometimes a lot!) to say.

At a recent happy hour, patron 
Odara Amasiani talked about how 
he frequented the Biltmore about 
twice per week for the � rst month 
when he arrived in Tahoe two years 
ago from Detroit. After a two-year 
hiatus, Amasiani was there recently 

LIKE OLD TIMES: 
Biltmore Hotel in 1951. He renamed it the Cal Neva Biltmore. (Right) Biltmore’s iconic sign, built in 1962 as 
a nod to flying saucers and the Seattle Space Needle, overlooks the front of the historic hotel/casino.   
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Days Gone By

Tahoe Biltmore sees its last hurrah

OUT OF LUCK: (From left) Nickel slots?! Who can remember pulling this lever at the Biltmore? PRIME REAL ESTATE: The Tahoe Biltmore’s location above Crystal Bay and Kings Beach 
formed a trio of casinos that activated the California-Nevada border. GOING TO THE CHAPEL: Known for hosting generations of marriages, the Biltmore’s wedding chapel is also famous 
for emitting sounds attributed to both age-old visitations by ghostly spirits and, more recently, very spirited visitations of a very carnal nature.
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for the second consecutive 
evening. “[I’m] kinda sad 
to see it go … especially ... 
me not coming here for so 
long, and then actually fi nally 
coming, and fi nding out it’s 
about to close,” Amasiani told 
Moonshine Ink. As if describ-
ing a dying language or 
culture of people, he contin-
ued, “The people and deals 
here are like nowhere else 
in Tahoe. You can’t go to a 
happy hour and get a cocktail 
for $2. That’s unheard of.”

The historic casino and hotel 
survived through various 
ownerships over the decades 
since its 1946 opening and 
has fostered great memories 
for people of all ages — Tahoe 
locals and tourists or passersby.

Guest Charlie Bettencourt 
was walking by the Biltmore 
one recent evening when 
he stopped to look at the 
building and reminisced 
about days of his youth spent 
inside. “I just remember the 
concerts that were here, and 
the vitality that used to be in 
between these three places. It 
had ... gravity. It was a really, 
really good time in the late 
’80s/early ’90s,” Bettencourt 
recalled, his voice barely 
cracking as he gets a bit 
choked up. “It was just such 
a big part of that time of your 
life when you’re growing up.”

Bettencourt recalled the 
bands of various genres like 
funk and folk, and cover 
bands that played crowd 
favorites. “We’d get off work 
on the West Shore, drive over 
here and stay here all night, 
and wake up the next morn-
ing and go back to work,” he 
said. “Spend everything you 
made ... You’d work all day, 
make like $50 bussing tables, 
come here and blow it all, 
wake up three hours later and 
go back and do it again.”

Despite the sentimental 
factor, Bettencourt said it’s 
not going to break his heart 
to see the site fi xed up.

“If it was the way it was 20 
years ago, then, yeah I’d 
probably shed a bigger tear, 
but it needs some work now. 
[It] sucks to go in there 

MEMORY LANE: (Clockwise from top) The iconic Biltmore sign put 
a fantastic ode to the 1960s on the shore of North Lake Tahoe. 
The Biltmore’s bar manager, Grace Rainwater (center), joins friends 
Dave Shearbourne and Renee Stein for a happy hour toast after 
her shift. Biltmore guests (from left) Whit “Deuce Del Rio” Jackson, 
Joey Rodriguez, and former Biltmore bartender Zanne Rhodes 
check out the Memory Wall, curated by the casino’s cage manager, 
Kristy Freeto. Deuce said he met most of his friends through 
the Biltmore. It’ll be a “hard time letting this place go,” he said. 
Former Bilty bartender Zanne Rhodes, left, shares a laugh and a 
toast with local friends and patrons Whit “Deuce Del Rio” Jackson, 
Jody Dickinson, and Niki Breezy. A final run of Biltmore hoodies 
will be for sale at the April 23 last hurrah. 

See DAYS GONE BY p. 48
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and not see any dealers, no bars, 
no food, no nothing. But, you look 
up at this stuff,” he said, gesturing 
overhead at the marquee and the 
iconic sign, “and it’s pretty cool. It’s 
an end of an era, for sure.”

A years-long effort to preserve the 
Biltmore on historic designation 
grounds was lost because several 
remodels over the years left it lack-
ing enough historical features for 
such designation. The property was 
purchased by an entity called EKN 
Development Group in 2021 for 
$56.8 million, with plans unveiled 
at the beginning of this year to 
eventually reopen as a luxury 
“branded marquee destination.” 
Originally approved as Boulder 
Bay, it has since been tentatively 
renamed Tahoe Luxury Resort and 
Residences, according to a recent 
EKN press release.

And, so, the Biltmore fades, its 
doors set to close for good at 5 a.m. 
on April 30. Until then, however, if 
you hang out around the Biltmore 

and talk to the staff who’s been 
there (some of them for decades), 
or current and former guests, you 
will witness a sense of gleeful 
reminiscence. There is acceptance 
of what is coming coupled with 
appreciation of what has been.

The Biltmore’s “last hurrah” — as 
declared on the marquee thanking 
the community for 76 years of a 
good run — is April 23 and will 
include a performance by Biltmore 
staple Chris Costa from 6:30 to 
10:30 p.m., cash prizes and draw-
ings from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., and 
guests coming by for last goodbyes 
and sharing tales of days gone by.

Longtime cage manager Kristi 
Freeto has been curating and 
designing a memory wall on the 
casino floor, posting a collection 
of notes and photographs in a tree 
mural recently painted by Bilty fan 
Nicole Stirling. Guests are welcome 
to bring in photos, notes, or any 
other keepsakes to share their own 
recollections of the Biltmore from 
throughout the decades. 

ARTS & CULTURE

DECADES OF DECADENCE: (Clockwise from bottom left) For diehard Biltmore patrons, 
the hotel and casino’s “Last Hurrah” party will be a bittersweet ending to its more than six-
decade-long legacy. Three of the longest tenured Biltmore associates (left to right), general 
manager Tyler Gaffaney, president and licensee Heather Bacon, and bartender of more than 
two decades John “Turk” Turkelson, take a moment for posterity. The Biltmore facade has 
bookended Highway 28 at the California-Nevada border for decades along with the Crystal 
Bay Club. Many a person has won or lost a fortune on this table. The canine “Pearl” is a 
part-time guest at the Biltmore — and she has a room with a view.  

DAYS GONE BY from p. 47
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•  It doesn’t all fi t here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.TAP CALENDAR

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) Dead Winter Carpenters at Crystal Bay Casino, photo by Rob Tobin; rock legend Alice Cooper at Grand Sierra Resort; springtime at Andelin Family 
Farm; Truckee Community Theater summer camps registration to begin; Cushing Crossing at Palisades Tahoe; Rock Tahoe Half-Marathon. Courtesy photos

THROUGH SUMMER

April 16
OUTDOORS | Cushing Crossing
After two long years, the most an-
ticipated spring event is back. The 
Palisades Tahoe Cushing Crossing — 
the original pond skimming contest 
— will take place at 1 p.m. Join in on 
the fun, watch big spills, and share 
some much-needed laughs with a 
panel of celebrity judges and two of 
the best emcees around. Costumes 
are encouraged. Awards ceremony 
will immediately follow the event 
at Cushing Pond. Date subject to 
change due to weather. Registration 
will be held at KT Deck on April 15 at 
10 a.m. Registration fee is $20, cash 
only. Participants must be 18 years or 
older. Helmets and personal flotation 
device are mandatory. Equipment 
must be connected to participant. If 
competing dually, equipment must be 
connected to both participants. Info: 
palisadestahooe.com

April 16
WELLNESS | Learn How to Better 
Navigate Your Nervous System
Do you struggle with your inner 
critic? Do you struggle with your 
judgement of others? Do you wish 
to be proactive in your approach to 
life rather than reactive? Befriend-
ing Our Biology is a four-week series 
on nervous system navigation. On 
Saturdays, April 16 through May 7, 
learn how to apply the principles of 
polyvagal theory in life. Participants 
will map their unique nervous system 
and become familiar with how each 
state feels in their body: ventral vagal 
(safe and social), sympathetic (fight/
flight), & dorsal vagal (shutdown/
collapse). Cultivate individualized 

tools and resources to navigate each 
state, including both self-regulation 
and co-regulation techniques, and 
learn how to savor “glimmers” and 
recognize triggers. This class builds 
on the lecture Befriending Our Biol-
ogy: A Polyvagal Primer. Registrants 
will receive a recording of the class 
to review as a prerequisite at their 
leisure. Class is held at For Goodness 
Sake in Truckee and is limited to 10 
participants with a sliding scale fee 
of $133 to $199. Register by emailing 
californiabravo30@gmail.com. Info: 6 
to 8 p.m.; goodnesssake.org

April 21
ARTS & CULTURE | Online Poetry 
Short Course with Kazim Ali
Lucille Clifton’s legacy as a poet, 
writer, and educator is far reaching 
and fundamental to the poetics of the 
20th century and today. Championed 
by such giants as Robert Hayden, 
Toni Morrison, and Carolyn Kizer early 
in her career, Clifton became one 
of the major American poets of the 
last part of the 20th century. She was 
Maryland’s third poet laureate, an 
NEA fellow, an Emmy award winner 
and a Robert Frost Medal recipient 
for lifetime achievement. Her work 
has become even more infl uential on 
generations of younger poets after 
her passing. Perhaps less studied and 
appreciated was Clifton’s mastery of 
prosody and poetic form. This weekly 
short course in Clifton’s work will 
examine the major themes and quali-
ties of her poetry. No background in 
poetry is necessary to learn and enjoy 
the majestic poetic work of Lucille Clif-
ton. Thursdays, April 21 through May 
12. Info: $240, 4 to 6 p.m. via Zoom; 
communityofwriters.org

April 22
ARTS & CULTURE | Alice Cooper 
Live at Grand Sierra Resort
Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Famer Alice 
Cooper brings an all new show and 
very different look than recent tours. 
Dubbed as “Ol’ Black Eyes Is Back,” 
Cooper is expected to have new mu-
sic in time for the tour, produced by 
his longtime collaborator Bob Ezrin. 
Cooper’s most recent release was in 
2018 with the live album A Paranor-
mal Evening At The Olympia Paris. 
In addition to recording and touring 
both on his own and with the Hol-
lywood Vampires (with pals Joe Perry 
and Johnny Depp), Cooper continues 
his nightly syndicated radio show 
Nights With Alice Cooper, heard 
worldwide on over 100 radio stations. 
Info: 7:30 p.m., Grand Sierra Resort, 
Reno; grandsierraresort.com

April 23
COMMUNITY | Earth Day Event 
The largest Earth Day celebration in the 
area, this free community event takes 
place in the Village at Palisades Tahoe 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and gives kids 
and adults the opportunity to learn 
about recycling, composting, alterna-
tive energy, and sustainability through 
hands-on activities the whole family can 
enjoy. Check out children’s activities and 
brain teasers hosted by The Discovery. 
Plus, don’t miss hours of free live music 
by local bands. This event is a commu-
nity tradition to learn about sustainable 
products and services offered by local 
organizations and businesses and meet 
with local area nonprofi ts that share 
Earth Day values. Local entertainment 
will be showcased. The goal is to 
connect the community with the people 
and resources found in our region who 

foster innovation, initiate change, and 
ultimately implement an equitable 
partnership for a green planet. Info: 
palisadestahoe.com

Through April 30
COMMUNITY | Keep Tahoe Blue 
Trash Pick-Up Challenge
Help Keep Tahoe Blue. Kick off Earth 
Month by participating in Tahoe’s Trash 
Pickup Challenge: Earth Month Edition. 
Together we can keep our beautiful 
Tahoe environment clean and litter free. 
Join Keep Tahoe Blue all month long 
at in-person events, by cleaning up 
remotely, or both. Go out and pick up 
any litter that you see. Whether you’re 
just walking to school or the store or 
heading out for an hour-long cleanup at 
your favorite Tahoe spot, make sure to 
leave it better than you found it by pick-
ing up any litter that you see along the 
way. Report what you fi nd and double 
your impact by using the “That’s Not 
Natural” report on the Citizen Science 
Tahoe App (citizensciencetahoe.org). Or 
fi ll in a data card (provided in cleanup 
kits) and either drop it off where you 
borrowed cleanup supplies or email it to 
events@keeptahoeblue.org. Join in for 
an in-person Earth Day cleanup on April 
22 from 9 a.m. to noon. Info: keepta-
hoeblue.org/events.

FAMILY | Spring on the Farm
Andelin Family Farm’s Baby Animal & 
Tulip Festival runs through the end of 
April. It is such an exciting time on the 
farm and offers guests a more personal 
experience with the baby goats, lambs, 
and calves. Admission includes access 
to the tulip U-pick fi elds, petting zoo 
area, and all the barnyard games and 

See CALENDAR p. 51
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Truckee Bike Park Fundraiser: 
April 20 at Bar of America

After nearly 12 years, the Truckee 
Bike Park is now entering its final 

phase of construction — and you 
can help make it possible. Get ready 
for a family-friendly evening of good 
food and fun when the bike park’s 
biggest annual fundraiser takes over 
Bar of America for an evening.

“Our goal is [to raise] $25,000 that 
night,” Truckee Bike Park co-founder 
Cortney Knudson told Moonshine 
Ink, explaining that like most every 
other business, the pandemic hit the 
park nonprofit’s bottom line pretty 
hard. “We’re playing catch up right 
now.”

As life came to a screeching halt, 
so did donations and grants that 
normally are the lifeline of Biking 
for a Better World, the nonprofit 
Knudson started with her partner 
and fellow park co-founder Brooks 
McMullen. Biking for a Better World 
brought to fruition both Knudson’s 
and McMullen’s shared passion 
project. “This whole passion thing 
started out of a want out of our 
own hearts to ride,” Knudson said. 
“Passion projects usually last two 
years … we’re going into 12 years.”

In addition to the funds that come 
by way of grants and private 
donations, the park would not be 
possible without its partnership with 
the Truckee Donner Recreation and 
Park District, which covers water, 
insurance, and sanitation needs, and 
the Truckee Sanitary District, which 
donated the land abutting Truckee’s 
Riverside Park.

Although funding dried up during 
the pandemic, the steady stream 
of riders at the bike park remained 
strong since more and more 
people took to spending time in 

the outdoors. At last count a few 
years back, there were an average of 
50,000 visitors to the park each year. 
Since Covid, that number has leaped 
to 72,000.

With an operating cost of $120,000 
to $150,000 for maintenance alone, 
the drought in funds could have 
detrimental effects. That’s where 
people like Bar of America owner 
Tom Turner comes in.

One night each year, Turner shuts 
down B of A and puts out a spread 
that will tempt the likes of the picki-
est eater. Pizza, prime rib, vegetar-
ian options, passed appetizers, and 
more are all included in the all-you-
can-eat fundraiser ticket price of $47 
for adults, $30 for kids. All proceeds 
are donated to the Truckee Bike 
Park. In addition to delicious eats, 
attendees can also enter drawings 
to win cool prizes like bikes, sport-
ing goods, and clothing donated by 
members of the biking industry. The 
fundraiser is open to all ages and 
will be held from 5 to 10 p.m. at Bar 
of America on April 20.

Even if you can’t make the fund-
raiser, it’s still possible to donate 
through truckeebikepark.com. And 
if you’re not able to help out with a 
monetary donation, Knudson and 
McMullen are always appreciative of 
the donation of volunteer time, as 
the park requires anywhere from 20 
to 50 hours of work time each week. 
Keep an eye on the bike park’s 
Facebook and Instagram pages for 
calls for volunteers to help prep the 
park for what is expected to be yet 
another busy season.

Info: truckeebikepark.org

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

GETGET
OUT & GO
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SHRED FEST: While supporters of the Truckee Bike Park wait for the park’s trails to dry out from 
winter’s snowmelt so they can shred brown pow, they can get amped up at the park’s annual 
fundraiser at Bar of America on April 20. Courtesy photo
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activities, including newly expanded 
ziplines. Open Thursday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Purchase 
tikets and fi nd full details online. Info: 
andelinfamilyfarm.com

April 30
ARTS & CULTURE | Tahoe Faves 
Dead Winter Carpenters at CBC
Crystal Bay Club Casino welcomes 
Tahoe favorite Dead Winter Carpenters, 
with special guest, Achilles Wheel, in 
the Crown Room. Hailing from North 
Lake Tahoe, Dead Winter Carpenters 
has built a reputation for pouring their 
heart and soul into each performance. A 
steadily touring band since 2010, Dead 
Winter Carpenters has entertained 
crowds at notable festivals around the 
country including Harvest Music Festi-
val, Del Fest, High Sierra Music Festival, 
Northwest String Summit, and Straw-
berry Music Festival. Tickets are $17 in 
advance, $23 day of show (plus tax and 
fees). Info: general admission, 21 and 
older, 8 p.m.; crystalbaycasino.com

May 7 and 8
FAMILY | Reno River Fest
Summer begins at the Reno River Festi-
val, with live music, rides, games, food, 
beer, bikes, shopping, and adventure, 
all in the heart of downtown Reno. The 
festival features live music performanc-
es by more than 20 local and national 
acts, craft beer and hard seltzer tours, 
food, craft vendors, the adrenaline-
pumping thrills of the Reno Tahoe 
Adventure Park, and more. New this 
year, Riverfest is bringing in Northern 
Nevada Cornhole and turning a por-
tion of First Street into a giant, profes-
sionally run cornhole tournament. The 
festival is also adding a special Moth-
er’s Day Package and is bringing back 
the Reno River Roll: a moving concert 
through the streets of Reno. Entry tick-
ets are just $10 and are valid for both 
days of the festival. Kids 17 and under 
and dogs are free. Hours are 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday. Info: renoriverfest.com 

May 9
ARTS & CULTURE | Summer Theater 
Camp Registration Opens
Truckee Community Theater has an-
nounced several diverse workshops it 
will be offering for students going into 
grades 3 through 12. These one-week 
acting camps are designed to improve 
skills and technique, and the musical 
theater camps bring opportunities to 
students of all levels to work on their 
singing, dancing, and acting. Sum-
mer camps are an excellent way to 
advance skills before our fall programs 
begin. Teen Improv Comedy Camp 
will be held June 27 to July 1 and is 
open to grades 6 through 12. Teen 
Musical Theater Camp featuring Into 
the Woods Jr. is open to grades 7 
through 12 and runs from July 25 to 

Aug 6. Kids’ Musical Theater Camp’s 
Aladdin Jr. production is July 11 
through 23 for grades 3 through 6. A 
Kids’ Shakespeare Camp will run Aug. 
15 through 19 for grades 5 through 8. 
Registration opens May 9 for Truckee 
residents who attend local schools, 
May 16 for part-time residents, and 
May 23 for non-residents. Make sure 
your account is set up at tdrpd.org. 
Summer Camps 2022 will be held at 
the Truckee Community Arts Center. 
Scholarships are available for camp-
ers needing fi nancial assistance. Info: 
truckeecommunitytheater.com

June 18
OUTDOORS | Sign Up Now for 
Rock Tahoe Half-Marathon
Run in beautiful Lake Tahoe, rock your 
way through some awesome weekend 
events, and recover poolside with live 
music at the post-race pool party. The 
Rock Tahoe Half Marathon starts at 
Spooner Summit and drops over 1,000 
feet as it winds its way down High-
way 50 along the stunning East Shore 
of Lake Tahoe to the fi nish line and 
post-race pool party at the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino Lake Tahoe. All race 
participants will receive a fi nisher medal 
and race shirt. The 13.1-mile course 
will take runners from Spooner Summit 
south along the beautiful east shoreline 
of Lake Tahoe. There is no shortage of 
amazing scenery as athletes pass Logan 
Shoals, run through Cave Rock, and 
weave along the bike path through his-
toric Round Hill Pines, Nevada Beach, 
and Rabe Meadow. To cap off the awe-
someness of the course, there will be a 
fi nish line party like no other. No dogs 
are allowed on the course. Strollers 
permitted but must have a wrist strap. 
Info: $119, start times at 7 and 8 a.m.; 
rocktahoehalfmarathon.com

July 16 and 17
ARTS & CULTURE | Tickets Now on 
Sale for Summer Art Hikes
The Webber Lake/Lacey Valley Art 
Hike Trail is about 3 miles roundtrip 
and offers an easy and memorable hike 
for people of all ages. The meadows 
offer spectacular wildfl owers in sum-
mer and are host to over 100 species of 
birds. Discover the long-hidden beauty 
and charm of the area protected by 
the Truckee Donner Land Trust. The 
Wildfl ower & Art Hike trail begins at the 
Truckee Donner Land Trust trailhead 
at the west end of the lake. (Signs will 
direct you.) There is not a bridge across 
Lacey Creek and your feet may get wet. 
This is a small, intimate art hike with 
limited space. Limited day-use parking 
is available so carpooling is suggested. 
Guests can also choose to book a Pod/
Private Art Hike for up to 16 people 
for $800. Email director Nancy Lopez 
at info@trailsandvistas.org. General Art 
Hike tickets are $45 for adults and $15 
for children aged 4 to 17. Kids under 4 
are free. Info: trailsandvistas.org 
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On Feb. 18, 1960, in a blinding 
snowstorm, I followed a line of 

cars creeping slowly toward Squaw 
Valley’s Blyth Arena for the opening 
ceremonies of the VIII Olympic 
Winter Games. Standing just a few 
rows above U.S. Vice-President 
Richard Nixon, I watched the athletes 
fi le in proudly waving their respec-
tive countries’ fl ags to thunderous 
applause. As fi rst Greece then 
Argentina arrived, I snapped photos 
of every team. Little did I know I was 
photographing my future husband.

I was one of six young women who 
volunteered as guides/hostesses 
for the International Olympic 
Committee. After a heady round of 
social functions in San Francisco, 
we headed to the mountains, joining 
the IOC members every day for 
lunch at the Squaw Valley Inn (now 
PlumpJack Inn), which served to 
house the athletes during the 1960 
Olympic Games. All we had to do 
was be helpful and speak a foreign 
language (although complete fl uency 
was not required). With passes to 
all the events on the mountains and 
at the ice arena, we could go every-
where in the valley — except for 
the closely guarded athletes’ village, 
where they gathered each evening 
for dinner followed by a show, 
emceed by radio and television 
pioneer Art Linkletter. 

Nevertheless, a well-worn path 
through the woods and along 
Squaw Creek led to the entrance 
of the dining hall, where Marcia 

Gardiner, a friend and fellow guide, 
and I managed to convince the guards 
at the entrance that we were transla-
tors for the Spanish team. 

Seated amidst a lively audience of 
skiers, skaters, and coaches from 
around the world, Marcia and I waited 
for the program to begin. When the 
lights dimmed, Marcia felt a hand 
caress her long, wavy hair and turned 
around to face a handsome Argentine 
skier named Clemente Tellechea. 
Thus began a romance that fl ourished 
during the Olympics and beyond.

“Eddy, you should meet Clemente’s 
friend, Osvaldo,” Marcia said every 
time I left our apartment in San 
Francisco to go skiing with friends 
at Sugar Bowl. “He plays the guitar 
and sings.”

I wasn’t really interested in meeting 
Marcia’s friend … until later that year, 
when I went to Sugar Bowl for the 
annual Silver Belt race held in late 
April. I was chatting with friends in 
the lobby of the Sugar Bowl Lodge, 
when someone said, “Come, you’ve 
got to hear this guy singing in the bar.” 

As soon as I saw a dark-haired ski 
racer, head bent over his guitar as his 
fi ngers raced up and down the strings, 

I knew it was Clemente’s friend. He 
was surrounded by admiring San 
Francisco socialites. 

The next day, I saw him heading for 
the lift, and managed to say, “Me 
gusta como tocas la guitarra.” He 
looked puzzled and was obviously 
preoccupied with getting to the start-
ing gate on top of Mt. Lincoln.

One month later, I went with a group 
of friends to Mammoth Mountain 
for Memorial Day. We knew that 
assorted U.S. and foreign racers would 
be there, and sure enough, I spotted 

Clemente and his friend skiing up 
to the chairlift. They both wore red 
neck scarves — “Día de Pamplona,” 
Clemente informed me, alluding to 
the annual festival in the Spanish city 
of Pamplona. With that he skied off, 
leaving Osvaldo waiting for the chair.

“Are you a single?” I asked, as I skied 
up and slid into the chair next to him, 
thinking this might be a  good way to 
improve my Spanish.

On the way up he asked the usual 
questions — Donde vives? Cuantos 
años tienes? When I answered, “tengo 
veinte-cinco años,” he replied with a 
long, rapid answer. I only understood 
veinte cinco and something like 
necesita un doctor.

Oh my, I wondered; perhaps he needs 
a doctor. So I asked him and learned 
that what he actually said was, “That’s 
just what the doctor said I need a 
25-year-old woman.”

The next day, a group of about 15 of 
us, including Clemente and Osvaldo, 
hiked up to the summit of Mammoth 
Mountain (11,000 feet, now acces-
sible by gondola). Following the 
footholds of U.S. Ski Team member 
Tom Corcoran, we shouldered our 
skis and climbed, single fi le, up the 
mountain. About halfway up, someone 
behind me gently lifted my skis off my 

BY EDDY ANCINAS
Special to Moonshine Ink

SLOPE STYLE: After 
their mutual friends 
met at the 1960 Winter 
Olympics, Eddy and 
Osvaldo went on to 
marry, raise a family, 
and spend many winters 
thereafter on the ski hill. 
Courtesy photos

An Olympic love storyAn Olympic love story

A DATE TO REMEMBER: Osvaldo and 
Eddy are pictured flipping through a 
book during their first date, for which 
the pair came to Tahoe for the Fourth 
of July Race at Squaw Valley (now 
Palisades Tahoe) in 1960. Osvaldo and 
his friend Clemente were going to 
cook a lamb gaucho style — one of his 
now-famous asados (roasts). Having 
purchased a lamb in Nevada, they 
brought it — alive — in the trunk of 
their car and slaughtered it in a shady 
spot by Squaw Creek. Clemente’s 
girlfriend, Marcia, fainted.

Song of the HeartSong of the Heart
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shoulder and transferred them to his shoulder. 
Still wearing his red bandana, Osvaldo winked, 
and we resumed climbing to the top, where we 
had a picnic lunch and then skied down to play 
soccer — in our ski boots — in the parking lot. 
The two Argentines were the stars. 

Later that afternoon, we went to a nearby 
hot springs, where I learned that Osvaldo 
didn’t know how to swim — something 
unheard of in California. He told me about 
his hometown of Bariloche, surrounded 
by a big lake, about the mountains where 
he learned to ski, and how his mother had 
always warned him not to go near the water. 

That evening, our group of assorted 
Olympic and recreational skiers, friends, 
and followers gathered for dinner in a 
house they had rented for the weekend. 
When I arrived, I saw Osvaldo sitting by the 
fireplace, playing his guitar, and singing an 
Argentine folk song about the lonely life of 

the gaucho, the nomadic horsemen of the 
Argentine and Uruguayan plains known for 
their colorful lifestyle.

Those who weren’t sitting in front of him 
enjoying the music were helping themselves to 
spaghetti and pouring wine.

After greeting friends new and old, I realized 
everyone was now eating. I filled a plate, 
poured a glass of wine, and delivered it to the 
table in front of Osvaldo, who put down his 
guitar and thanked me. That was the beginning 
of a lifelong romance.

Years later, Osvaldo told me, “That’s when 
you really got my attention. I couldn’t speak 
English, so I was always playing the guitar and 
singing. Sometimes I never got to eat.” 

Sixty years later, I must admit that the old 
proverb, the way to a man’s heart is through 
his stomach, is still true — if jumping on the 
chairlift with him doesn’t work. 

LOVE NOTES: Osvaldo Ancinas uses music as the universal language of love, playing his 
guitar in a pre-nuptial serenade at a wedding shower for his bride-to-be. 

LOVE NOTES: Osvaldo Ancinas uses music as the universal language of love, playing his guitar in a pre-nuptial 
serenade at a wedding shower for his bride-to-be. 
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HOW TO SOLVE:
Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; each column 
must contain the number 1 
to 9; and each set of 3 by 
3 boxes must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN 
THE OPINION SECTION.

Diffi culty: Easy    

Edited by Margie E. Burke

S U D O K U

WHAT IN THE WORLD?
CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? >>>
Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to 
win a growler with a free fi ll from Alibi 
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to 
claim. For those under 21, the prize 
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache 
pretzels and a nonalcoholic beverage. 
Correct responses will be entered 
into a drawing from which a winner 
will be randomly selected. Submit 
your guess by May 4.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER: 
Dry bucatini pasta
WINNER: 
Lila Shadloo, Danville/Tahoe Donner

Q U I Z

The month of April is prime time to see the constellation Hydra 
swimming across the sky. Hydra is the largest of all the 88 constellations 
recognized by the International Astronomical Union. While the 
constellation and its serpent imagery date back to Babylonian times, it 
gets its name from the Greek myth of Hercules, who slayed the monster 
as one of his 12 labors. The celestial Water Snake extends south of 
the ecliptic, along the celestial equator. Its head, a small cluster of 
stars forming a small circle, can be found underneath the constellation 

Cancer (see last month’s edition of the Stars for how to fi nd Cancer). From there, Hydra 
zigzags in a southeastern direction, stretching beneath Leo and Virgo with its tail near the 
Libra constellation. Although large, Hydra is easy to overlook, for it is not particularly bright 
and slithers low across the sky. Its brightest star, Alphard, is known as the Heart of the 
Snake. Alphard is located beneath Regulus, the Heart of the Lion, in the constellation Leo. 
Look for its characteristic orange hue. Hydra is best visible in the southern sky around 9 or 
10 p.m. through the month of April and into May.

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can fi nd more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.

Eclipse season is here again, with a partial solar eclipse in Taurus on April 
30 and a total lunar eclipse in Scorpio on May 15.* Since the start of 2022, 
eight of 10 astrological planets consistently occupied three successive signs 
— Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces. The slower moving outer planets remain 
in aspect to the outlier, Uranus, while the speedier inner planets are now 
moving toward and into the Fixed Earth sign. The Taurus-Scorpio axis is 
one of possession and resources, wealth and value, beauty and sensuality. 
The planet of disruption, democracy, and technology, Uranus in Taurus 

has shaken up the economy through the emergence of cryptocurrencies as well as through the 
pandemic with a viral illness. Last year, the lunar north node shifted into this sign, where it will 
remain for another two years, emphasizing the karmic signifi cance on these events. In uncertain 
times, utopian schemes are tempting, but rarely satisfy. When every heart feels like a raw nerve 
and every tongue a live wire, focus on grounding practices that soothe the bodily senses. As we 
move through Taurus season, tend to the garden of your soul and endeavor to create an oasis 
within. Add value to your life and community by cultivating beauty and appreciation thereof.
*The solar eclipse will not be visible from the Tahoe/Truckee area, but the lunar eclipse 
will be! The eclipse will have begun already when the moon rises around 8 p.m., with 
totality from 8:30 to 10 p.m. 

Astrology |Astrology |

S T A R STHE By DAWN ANDREONI  |  Moonshine Ink

By Margie E. BurkeC R O S S W O R D

Brought to you by: 

ALIBI ALE WORKS
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Online ordering at Jaxtruckee.com

PYROMANIA BY DEBBIE JOHNSON  
 
I’m a California native and lived all my life in the beautiful 
Sierra Nevada. I have always loved making art of all kinds 
including painting, ceramics, drawing, and pyrography. I 
discovered pyrography a few years ago and have been 
hooked ever since. Pyrography literally means writing 
with fire. I love finding an interesting piece of wood, 
sketching an image on it and then burning the image into 
the wood with my pen-tip burner. Each of my pieces is 
unique and special to me and no two pieces are the same. 
I hope that wherever my art may land, it is enjoyed as 
much as I have enjoyed making it. Find me on Instagram @
debbiejohnsonwoodart, and at debbiejohnsonwoodart.com.

Parting Shot

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.	 MOONSHINEINK.COM                     14 APRIL – 11 MAY 2022                      55



F
R

O
M

:

P O R T L A N D , O REG
O

N

Single Engine: 
855 lbs

Twin Engine: 
2,648 lbs

Large Cabin:
3,577 lbs

F
R

O

M
: D A L L A S , T E XA

SSingle Engine: 
2,587 lbs

Twin Engine: 
8,011 lbs

Large Cabin:
10,821 lbs

F
R

O
M

:
O

R
A

N G E C O U N T Y, CA
L I F

O
R

N
IA

Single Engine: 
778 lbs

Twin Engine:
2,411 lbs

Large Cabin:
3,257 lbs

F
R

O
M

: P H O E N I X , A R I ZO
N

A

Single Engine: 
1,547 lbs

Twin Engine: 
3,576 lbs

Large Cabin:
4,830 lbs

F
R

O
M

:
O

A K L A N D , C A L I FO
R

N
I A

Single Engine: 
300 lbs

Twin Engine:
928 lbs

Large Cabin:
1,253 lbs

A Closer Look at Your
Carbon Footprint When You 

Fly to or From Truckee

 from vehicle travel
5,556 lbs

3,351 lbs from air travel

 from home 
heating and 

cooking

12,897 lbs
 from home
electricity

use

14,727 lbs

The average American’s annual 
carbon emissions are:

Did you know?

Thank you for doing your part.

Less Impact For Greater Good
Understand the Impact 

of Your Flight to Truckee Tahoe




