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Single Engine: 
300 lbs
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A Closer Look at Your
Carbon Footprint When You 

Fly to or From Truckee

 from vehicle travel
5,556 lbs

3,351 lbs from air travel

 from home 
heating and 

cooking

12,897 lbs
 from home
electricity

use

14,727 lbs

The average American’s annual 
carbon emissions are:

Did you know?

Thank you for doing your part.

Less Impact For Greater Good
Understand the Impact 

of Your Flight to Truckee Tahoe
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RE SERVAT I O N S H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

TO BOOK RESERVATIONS VISIT P ianetaRes taurantTruckee.com

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

THIS SUMMER
Outside Patio &

Inside Dining Options

BOOK TODAY
530.562.9332

martisvalleymassage.com
Daily 9 am - 7 pm

Located across from Raleys O.N.E. in Truckee, CA.
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PandaPestManagement.com

Locally owned & operated

NV #6931•CA #PR7125

Pest control for your home and business

WHAT'S BUGGING YOU?

530.386.8888•Steven@PandaPest.com

AMAZING SERVICE!

(Yelp Review, Sept. 2021) ”

“
Quick, knowledgeable, nice 

and professional. I guess 
we’ve found the go-to pest 
management person here

COMPILED BY TED COAKLEY III/MOONSHINE INK

DO TELL !
This month’s question occurred to me as I was chipping ice off my driveway. 
On this brisk morning, I was glad to be gripping a metal tool that had slept 
overnight in the warm house, meaning it wasn’t sucking all the heat from my 
hands. I selfi shly wondered what other clever practices people used, that I could 
poach, to make life easier in our winter playground. It was a pleasantly intriguing 
surprise to fi nd that many answers were more philosophical than physical.

The #DoTell question of March is:  What’s your go-to tip, trick, 
or life hack for living in the Tahoe/Truckee area? ~ TC

CATHY BECKER, Kings Beach 
North Tahoe Event Center manager

Walk slow in the snow.

LUDO SCARPULL, Kings Beach
Climber; van dweller

If you live in a van, you don’t have to pay rent.

CARLY KANEY, Carnelian Bay 
College dropout; ski bum; barista

Go naked whenever you can and skinny dip in the lake 
every month.

JAKE TORQUEMADA, Incline Village
Outdoor enthusiast

Don’t expect city stuff around here. Prepare to do things for 
yourself, and then be glad if you fi nd someone you can pay 
to do something for you.

JAMES KNIGHT, South Lake Tahoe
Hiker/backpacker

Work to live, don’t live to work; otherwise, you’ll miss all the 
beauty around here. 

And remember, we’re on mountain time.
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H I S T O R I C T R U C K E E . C O M
TDMA IS A 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION

FOLLOW
US ON

T R U C K E E  D O W N T O W N  M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N

W H A T ’ S  U P  D O W N T O W N
LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE

Vendor applications available at
TruckeeThursdays.com

TICKETS ON 
SALE APRIL 1st!
Available online at

HistoricTruckee.com

SAVESAVE
THETHE

DATES!DATES!

JUNE 23 – AUG. 11, 2022

Thank YouThank YouThank You

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

Reduce your 
footprint,

buy used

Ta
ho

e Int
egrative Veterinary Care

HIGH FIVE 
TO WINTER FITNESS

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM

530-582-1133
12068 Donner Pass Rd,  Truckee |  TahoeHol ist icVet.com

Ask about exercises and 
techniques to prevent injury 

before it happens!

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary CareDr. Amanda Stuart, DVM
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The look in her pale blue eyes 
was one I had never before seen. 
My grandmother-in-law laid 
her iPad on the bed beside her, 
looked at me with pure anguish, 
and said, “There’s going to be 
another World War.” 

At almost 97 years old, 
Grandma would know; she’s 
seen it all before. Born in 
Czechoslovakia in 1917, she 
lived through the Nazi invasion 
of her homeland, and experi-
enced the hellish conditions 
under Hitler while residing in 
Germany and Austria — and 
the subsequent horror that 
came with that — all by the 
time she was 19. For years, we 
have talked of writing a book 
about her life, but I never knew 
where to start because her 
story truly could fi ll volumes.

When news of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine broke, I was with 
my husband and two kids visit-
ing Grandma on Hawai’i’s Big 
Island, where she now lives. 
Nearly every conversation that 
ensued would somehow circle 
back to stories about her life 
during those war-torn years 
living under Hitler.

She recalled digging for wild tur-
nips because there was no food. 
In one hair-raising moment, she 
jumped out of a window to avoid 
Nazi soldiers, luckily escaping 
with just a sprained ankle. Her 
neighbors, caught listening to 

BBC radio war broadcasts, were 
shot and killed. In the dark of 
night, she tried in vain to fall 
asleep to the stomp, stomp, 
stomp of Nazi boots parading 
down the street outside her 
house — unable to sleep a wink 
until the marching had fully 
passed by. Her father was put 
in a concentration camp for 
refusing to divorce his wife, who 
was born Jewish but converted 
in order to get married. She 
also was sent to a concentration 
camp. (Both survived.) 

Grandma married a Russian 
soldier who saved her life from 
two other Russian soldiers. They 
were married only two months 
before continued military action 
forever separated them. He 
never knew he had a son and to 
this day, the fate of her husband 
remains unknown.

Desperate to fi nally capture 
the riveting stories of how this 
tough-as-nails woman came to 
be, I thrust my phone in front of 
her and hit record on my Voice 
Memo app. Although I now 
have hours and hours of her 
priceless recollections on record, 
there are so many more stories 
to be captured.

Grandma told me she’s been 
hesitant to share her stories 
for fear that she’d be deemed 
a “ranting old lady,” but I told 
her it’s quite the contrary. 

These stories — the fi rst-hand 
accounts — are raw true 
history, un-sanitized by time 
or historians that puts us front 
and center to past events. They 
are how future generations 
learn about the failures and 
successes of bygone days.

Dear readers, we are living in 
a most historic time right now. 
The only way to keep history 
from repeating itself is to keep 
it alive, long after the voices 
that lived it have gone silent 
and stale accounts in textbooks 
are all we have.

While we can’t change history, 
we certainly can learn from 
it. As the world watches 
yet another historical event 

unfold, we must not only keep 
the people of Ukraine in our 
thoughts and prayers, but also 
join those Russian civilians 
raising their voices in protest, 
so people like Grandma, who 
vividly recalls the horrors of liv-
ing through it — do not have to 
endure the ravages of war.  
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Living History
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backcountry. This photo series sent 
ripples worldwide with much exposure.   

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Larry Prosor is a photographer, novelist, 
and screenwriter. He believes storytelling 
is best told by living an artful life fi lled 
with interesting stories. He lives in two 
hemispheres, New Zealand and California. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE
By Juliana Demarest

Hair for Women & Men • Waxing
Skin Treatments • Permanent Makeup

10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee  •  (530) 587-6263
w w w.maneattrac tiontr uckee.com

BROKEN HEARTS: Elisabeth Demarest 
married a Russian soldier who saved her life. 
Two months later, war separated them and 
they never saw each other again. Courtesy 
photo

TAHOE DONNER DOWNHILL SKI RESORT

GET SKIING AND RIDING TODAY! TAHOEDONNER.COM/DOWNHILL

Affordable and Convenient 
Private and Group Lessons  
Book Online

Some of the Region’s  
Best Instructors 

Safe, Low-Angle 
Learning Terrain 
40% Novice 
60% Intermediate

Public Lift Tickets 
Start at $78 for  
Adults and $48 for 
Children Ages 7-12  
Book Online

THE BEST PLACE 
TO BEGIN

LEARN TO SKI + RIDE AT
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the 
second Thursday of each month. Printed 
with soy inks on recycled paper. Opinions 
and conclusions expressed are those of 
authors and do not necessarily refl ect those of 
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at 
moonshineink.com/members. For advertising 
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. Print 
subscriptions are $25/year at moonshineink.
com/subscribe. Stay in the know via 
moonshineink.com/enews.

Issue Deadline
14 April  – 11 May 31 March
12 May – 8 June  28 April
9 June – 13 July  26 May
These are the drop-dead deadlines. 
However, if you want your submission 
considered, please send it in early. 
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

Ski historian and author EDDY STARR 
ANCINAS has skied in the Sierra since the 
1940s. Her book, Squaw Valley & Alpine 
Meadows: Tales from Two Valleys, was just 
released on audible.com. Vice president of 
the SNOW Museum board of directors, she 
is helping preserve the Sierra and Olympic 
history in the future SNOW Museum. She 
shares the story of an almost tragedy, p. 25.

NEWSNEWS
11  |  Debriefi ng Caldor

Brutal lessons were learned from the “biggest event” in Lake Tahoe’s 
recorded history. The takeaway? More fi re is coming.

SPORTS & OUTDOORSSPORTS & OUTDOORS
39  |  The Man Behind the Lens

Legendary photographer Larry Prosor unwittingly changed the ski world 
when he landed now-iconic shots of Scot Schmidt ripping the 
Palisades at what was then known as Squaw Valley ski resort. 

F E AT U R E S

M O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R SM O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R S

8  |  Staying Connected 
When she wants to know what’s 
happening, longtime resident Dinny 
Evans turns to the Ink.

H O M E  F R O N TH O M E  F R O N T

31  |  Market Watch

32  |  Space It Up 
Protect yourself from the silent killer. 

33  |  Real Rentals 
Permit woes stifl ing LTR market growth

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E

34  |  Nature’s Corner 
The American robin’s spring return.

45  |  Feel Good 
Housecall-making nurse fi lls a niche.

S O U L  K I T C H E NS O U L  K I T C H E N

39  |  Making the Cut
Benefi ts of cutting infl ammatory foods

A R T S  &  C U L T U R EA R T S  &  C U L T U R E

40  |  Words Matter
Word After Word Books’ springtime  
reading recommendations

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R

42  |  What’s Happening?
Featured community events and 
announcements

43  |  Get Out & Go
Bring your pet to the Ritz-Carlton for 
Black Tie and Tails.

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S

46  |  Puzzle Page 
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars; 
a challenge

47  |  Parting Shot
Tunnel Vision, by Todd Curtis

N E W SN E W S

15  |  Holding Pattern in Tahoma
Too few plans on the horizon for unused 

Tahoma and Tahoe City properties.

21  |  You Asked. They Answered.
What’s on the road ahead for the 

Truckee Railyard?

23  |  Business Feature
Staying secure in a wireless world.

25  |  In the Past
In a crushing moment in Olympic Valley 

history, one man’s actions saved lives.

18  |  News Briefs
Infamous, huge Tahoe bear Hank 

the Tank exonerated; two deaths at 

Palisades in 2022, including a local 

teen; PUD thinks green; more

22  |  Business Briefs 
Rookies in Incline to be sold; 

Mountain Freak Boutique opens new 

screenprinting shop; more

O P I N I O NO P I N I O N

4  |  Do Tell
What’s your mountain life hack? 

6  |  Editor’s Note
We can’t learn from history if we forget it.

27  |  My Shots; Obituary
Preserving the “Tahoe Vibe” by Tahoe 

Prosperity Center’s CEO; Bill Smallfi eld 

remembered; a 25-year California news 

producer on how fake news isn’t new; 

more

30  |  Readers Refl ect 
In response to The Snow 

Must Go On; Lake Forest boat ramp 

policy; masks in schools; more

N I P  4V I N T A G E  2 0

ROCKIN’ ROBIN: The sweet song of the American robin is synonymous with spring. 
Illustration by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink

JOHN MANOCCHIO is a Certifi ed 
Financial Planner™ Professional practicing 
in Truckee/North Tahoe. He and his wife, 
Sarah, who have called the region home 
since 1996, are raising two active boys and 
a rescue dog named Lucy. Together they 
enjoy skiing, mountain biking, and more. 
Read his piece about digital security, p. 23.

ALEX HOEFT is working very hard to 
simultaneously be a full-time mom to her 
8-month-old daughter and a full-time news 
reporter for Moonshine Ink. This month, she 
managed to cobble together two whole news 
stories, p. 11 and 15, between (and sometimes 
during) lots of baby cuddles. Shout out to all 
the interviewees who put up with baby babble 
in the background — Alex owes you one.

MELISSA SIIG, a former editor and staff 
reporter for Moonshine Ink, is a 20-year 
journalist and a co-owner of the Tahoe 
Art Haus & Cinema and the Tahoe Tap 
Haus. She lives in Alpine Meadows with 
her husband and three children. She writes 
about legendary ski photographer Larry 
Prosor, p. 36.

34
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Our current world 
seems committed to 
communication via 
screen time, texting, 
and online social 
media. The only way 
I have found I can 
stay connected to 
Truckee, the Tahoe 
area, and our beautiful 

community is by READING Moonshine Ink! 
In this periodical I find a commitment to solid 
communication and consistent truth telling. 
For this reason, I am honored to be able to 
make my commitment to Moonshine Ink with a 
financial contribution, and I will continue to do 
whatever is needed to be sure this publication 
stays viable. 

I am unaware of any other resource that can 
possibly keep me in touch with what is happen-
ing and what is available to all of us who care 
about this area. Going to the various Nextdoor 
posts can be interesting but seems to have so 
much conflicting information. Moonshine Ink
offers basic enlightening information about 
what is available and what is happening, and 
context for why. This is my grounding place to 
go when I really want to know the ins and outs 
of our community.

And on another note, Moonshine Ink has been 
my next-door neighbor on Riverside Drive 
and they have ALWAYS been respectful polite 
neighbors, just as the folks are who live on 
the other side of my house. They always have 
shown that they are part of the neighborhood 
community not a “business.” All aspects of 
Moonshine Ink link them to the community. 

~ Dinny Evans moved to Truckee in 1987. She 
now lives part-time in Washoe Valley, but calls 
Truckee home. 

STAYING CONNECTED TO COMMUNITY

MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

WARRIOR$600+ annually

Jeff Dalton
Roxanne Duffi eld
Kathleen Eagan & 
James Duffy
Sierra Mountain 
Mortgage
Steven Jolly
Don & Corky Leslie

Graham Powell
Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs
The Rayfi eld Family
Rick Stephens
Kenneth & 
Lynne Weakley
Michael Witherspoon
Lois Zell

Lisa Ascher
Walter Auerbach
Tom Ballou
Alison Bermant
Cedar Glen Lodge
Sierra College
Ruth Cross
Kerry Daane
Gary Davis
Kristi Denton Cohen
Ann Diemer
Jessie Eastman
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Dinny Evans
Dan Haas
Jon Hartung
Pam & Tom Hobday
(Anonymous Donor)
Jennifer Stoll 
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Andie Keith 
Gretchen Corbin & 
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(Anonymous Donor)
Christopher 
Kohlhardt
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Laurel & Tom Lippert
Dale Livezey
Jeff Loux
(Anonymous Donor)
Kimball Pier
John Radebold
Mike Richardson
Clay & Lori Richey
Andrew Ryan
Laura & Mike Ryan
Chris Ryman
M.C. Sabarese 
Jimmy Self

Kathryn Shaffer
Ian Simmons
(Anonymous Donor)
Georgia Smith
Lee & Teri Smith
Heather Solomon
Kassie Stone
Tahoe Truckee 
Sierra Disposal
Jeanette & Andrew 
Terry
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René Kaldunski
Kimberly Warren
Tom Watson
Jennifer Wayman
Jane Weeks
Alonzo Wickers
Brian Wright
Jan & Louise 
Zabriskie

HERO$1,200+ annually

Patricia Baird
Heather Boger
Sara Dube
Mike & Pam English

Ernest Grossman
Scott Ryan
Steve Teshara

GUARDIAN$300+ annually

Membership 
Update

MEMBER

shine
MOONSHINE INK

BY DINNY EVANS
Special to Moonshine Ink

CONNECTED: Dinny Evans stays grounded with the community 
via Moonshine Ink. Courtesy photo

We’re part of only 5% of 
U.S. media that’s fully 

independent, and 
we need your help.

Be a hero, not a 
trash panda.

Support 
Moonshine Ink

Scan code to go 
directly to our 

Membership page.
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MountainBountyFarm.com (530) 292-3776

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

Organic Vegetable, Fruit, and Flower CSA Shares 
delivered to convenient community locations in:

Tahoe • Truckee • Reno • Join today!

Theme: Visual Metamorphosis
The art of shape-shifting 
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NEWS: BRIEFS, ONLINE ONLY

Released Feb. 22, including the exoneration of internet 
infamous massive South Lake bear ‘Hank the Tank;’ Incline’s 
Rookies Sports Bar to be sold; and workforce housing devel-
opments accepting applications.

Released Feb. 14, featuring details of the skiing accident 
that resulted in the death of a local teenager at Alpine 
Meadows; Truckee-founded company Coffeebar opening a 
new (third) location in Reno; and drones that will replace 
fi reworks in Incline Village and Crystal Bay this 4th of July.

Released Feb. 8, including details on Washoe County’s 
short-term rental regulations that are moving along and a 
reward offered by the family for information on the murderer 
of Gary Spohr.

Find each week’s briefs packaged individually at the News 
dropdown menu at the top bar of the homepage of 

moonshineink.com.  

Pro Tip: While our News Briefs cover all things under the Moon 
and Sun, we relegate important Covid policy and pandemic 
updates to our live, rolling coronavirus updates, 
available at:

Full story at moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/
coronaupdates

The Snow Must Go On
The three bands that played at Winter Snowdown III on Feb. 20 
at the Crystal Bay Casino — Rainbow Girls, Royal Jelly Jive, and 
Marty O’Reilly & the Old Soul Orchestra — have been playing 
together for years. It’ll be good to jam together again, they say.

Story includes full interviews with band members Marty 
O’Reilly, Caitlin Gowdey, and Jesse Lemme Adams, with 
embedded video throwbacks to Moonshine Ink Tiny Porch 
Concerts with Rainbow Girls and Marty O’Reilly & the Old Soul 
Orchestra.

Full story at 
moonshineink.com/arts/the-snow-must-go-on

Published Feb. 16
By Becca LouxARTS & CULTURE 

NEWS Published Nov. 12, 2021 
By Will Richardson

We all know it’s not fi re season; fl ames in the forest are a threat year-
round. What have we learned from the all-too-close Caldor Fire? In a 
piece written in the direct aftermath of that blaze, nature contributor Will 
Richardson examines how wildfi res have exploded in size in recent years, 
far surpassing historical defi nitions. In such an environment, are Tahoe’s 
fl ora and fauna able not only to survive, but also to thrive?

Plus, inside this issue: Read all about Caldor, debriefed, on p. 11. 

Full story at moonshineink.com/mountain-life/
when-the-smoke-clears/

When the Smoke Clears
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Roughly 
seven 

months ago, 
on a Saturday 
evening in 
mid-August, a 
wildfi re sprang 
to life just 

outside Omo Ranch, an unincorpo-
rated community a 40-minutes drive 
southeast of Placerville.

The fl ames, aided by the cover of night 
and mountainous terrain, spread to 
400 acres within 24 hours. Three days 
after that, on Aug. 18, the wildfi re had 
grown to 62,500 acres in size and was 
0% contained.

The Caldor Fire, ultimately burning 
across 221,835 acres of California land, 
destroyed more than 1,000 structures 
and became the number one wildfi re 
across the U.S. in terms of resources 
needed and imminent threat to 
civilization. The entire City of 
South Lake Tahoe, population 
upwards of 22,000 plus visi-
tors, was under mandatory 
evacuation as Caldor’s fl ames 
licked its outskirts and came 
within four miles of Lake Tahoe’s 
southern shore.

“It is the biggest event in history in 
Lake Tahoe,” said Cal Fire Assistant 
Chief Brian Newman, who served as 
an operations section chief during 
Caldor.

Now, after several months of winter, 
the fi re is extinguished on the 
surface — precipitation in October 
saw to that — though holdovers, or 
lasting fl ames, are likely to occur 
once nature dries out a bit. When the 
intensity of a fi re is high enough, root 
systems of trees will hold the heat 
and can smolder for more than a year 
after the main event. 

Charges have been filed by the El 
Dorado County district attorney 
against a father and son — David 
Scott Smith, 66, and Travis Shane 
Smith, 32 — for causing the fire.

Hindsight, as always, offers a 
clearer picture of the good, the 
bad, and the ugly.

The good: A decade of fuel 
reduction efforts (including the 

necessary kind of fi re: prescribed) 
thinned out the trees in Christmas 
Valley, Meyers, and the Pioneer Trail 
area and kept Caldor from adding 
to the total of 1,003 destroyed 
structures.

The bad: Out with the old fi re-fi ghting 
tactics; in with the ones that won’t 
exacerbate large scale wildfi res.

“We have seen that what we’ve been 
doing isn’t working,” said Carrie Thaler, 
fi re chief of the U.S. Forest Service’s 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. 
“If we really want to be able to take 
action and change the conditions that 
are out there, we need a new strategy.”

Forest Service leadership stated last 
summer that its fi re management 
policy — allowing wildfi re to burn 
in specifi c cases that would provide 
benefi ts to natural resources, rather 
than immediate dousal — was expired 

due to extreme conditions. The Forest 
Service’s new approach is outlined 
in the January 2022 Wildfi re Crisis 
Strategy, which looks 10 years down 
the road and proposes treating 50 mil-
lion acres of land across the country 
with fuels and forest treatment. (To 
some, however, the new Forest Service 
strategy is simply dressing up the 
same old practices.)

The ugly: Human beings, stand 
down; climate change is calling the 
shots. Rising global temperature have 
inevitably led to an increase in wildfi re 
frequency, length, and coverage area. 

“People are clinging to this past idea 
that it’s actually physically possible for 
us to keep putting out all the fi res, and 
that if we just spend more money on 
helicopters and airplanes we can keep 
up with the changing climate and we 
can not have Dixie fi res [another 2021 
wildfi re], but it’s not possible,” said 
Zeke Lunder, a geographer with nearly 
three decades of experience involved 
with large fi re management, prescribed 
burning, and public safety. He’s the 
mind behind The Lookout, a fairly new 
website functioning as a journalism and 

public education platform providing 
detailed explanations on wildfi re move-
ment in Northern California. 

“We lost the war on wildfi re; it’s over. 
Fire won.”

ATTACK MODE
Travis Smith, one of the men charged 
with arson, called 911 at 6:50 p.m. on 
Aug. 14 to report the fi re. Minutes later, 
emergency responders found smoke 
and a ground fi re in a remote area 
of the Eldorado National Forest. An 
interagency dispatch center, staffed by 
both Cal Fire and Forest Service staff, 
was notifi ed and sent multiple agencies 
to respond: Cal Fire, Forest Service, 
Pioneer Fire Protection District, and 
California Highway Patrol. General 
practice for dispatching responders to a 
fi re is that the closest available resources 
attend. That was the case here.

Because the fi re was on Eldorado 
National Forest land, the incident 
number CA-ENF-024030 became 
associated with the wildfi re event.

oughly 

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

NEWS

oughly oughly 

within four miles of Lake Tahoe’s 

Hindsight, as always, offers a 
clearer picture of the good, the 

The good: A decade of fuel 
reduction efforts (including the 

necessary kind of fi re: prescribed) 

DESOLATION IN FLAMES: Firefi ghters work to combat the Caldor Fire in the Desolation Wilderness, a federally protected wilderness 
area that lies partly within the U.S. Forest Service Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit’s domain. Courtesy photo

See CALDOR p. 12
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Ninety personnel, seven engines, one 
helicopter, two dozers, and one water 
tender battled the Caldor Fire directly 
that night, but the fl ames had spread to 
45 acres in size by 9 a.m. the next day.

“We put a full initial attack of resources 
on this fi re and did everything that we 
could to extinguish the fi re when it 
was small, but it burned with a lot of 
intensity,” said Cal Fire’s Newman.

That same day, Aug. 15, Cal Fire and 
the Forest Service formally entered 
unifi ed command, a common practice 
for the two agencies. When a fi re 
becomes a complex, multi-day inci-
dent, an incident management team is 
then assigned to provide oversight.

“We do this day in and day out with 
interagency and unifi ed command,” 
Newman said. “… This is not something 
outside the norm or something we have 
to kind of dance around and fi gure it 
out. It’s something that we do all the 
time. We do drills on it, we practice on 
it, we have meetings about it.”

The initial top-most leadership on the 
Caldor, known as incident commanders, 
were Jeffrey Veik and Dusty Martin of 
Cal Fire and James Thornock of the 

Forest Service. Because the fi re was 
progressing from a small initial-attack 
fi re into a major fi re, leadership changed 
hands a few times to place people who 
were appropriately qualifi ed for the size. 
U.S. Forest Service leadership shifted 
from Thornock to Ben Newburn to Joe 
Reinarz (from Boise, Idaho), with the 
addition of Rocky Oplinger out of San 
Bernardino once the fi re separated into 
western and eastern portions. Cal Fire 
incident commanders stayed the same 
throughout.

By 7 p.m. on Aug. 15, the fi re was 
up to 400 acres. Three days later it 
reached 62,586 acres. At that point, 
only 601 personnel were battling the 
blaze — about one fi refi ghter for every 
104 acres.

“We talk a lot about initial attack,” 
The Lookout’s Lunder said. “And once 
fi res escape initial attack, then we 
have a day or two to get around them 
before they become campaign fi res. 
Under our current conditions, that 
kind of extended attack is really dif-
fi cult because when fi res are spotting 
half a mile ahead of themselves or a 
mile ahead of themselves at that point, 
there’s nothing really that we can do 
about it. We could have all of the air 
tankers in the world and if the fi re’s 

DOUBLE THE SIZE, HALF THE RESOURCES: The King Fire in 2014 blazed across 97,000 
California acres. Roughly 9,000 personnel battled the fl ames. Pictured here, crews mop 
up fl ames of the Caldor Fire, which ran over 221,000 acres and topped out at about 5,000 
personnel due to the stretching of resources across fi res around the West. Courtesy photos

CALDOR from p. 11



 READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM                     10 MARCH – 13 APRIL 2022                   13

spotting a mile, it doesn’t matter. 
It’s gonna burn until the weather 
conditions change.”

WASTEFUL HAIL MARYS
As readers will recall, the Caldor Fire 
was not the fi rst wildfi re to impact the 
Tahoe Basin during the summer of 
2021. The Tamarack Fire, caused by 
lightning, started on the Fourth of July 
about 16 miles south of Gardnerville, 
Nevada. Nine days later the Dixie Fire 
was started by a tree falling on a power 
line. Both fi lled the Basin with smoke.

Those two wildfi res were on paths that 
Caldor would soon follow, and Lunder 
said he recognized the fi re’s destination 
earlier than fi re agency heads were 
admitting.

“It’s all about looking at what the 
fi re did yesterday, and if nothing has 
changed the conditions, then you 
anticipate that the fi re’s gonna do the 
same thing tomorrow that it did today,” 
he explained. “So, when we look at the 
Dixie Fire and what it was doing every 
day in the same fuels, in the same 
weather, we had a really good framing 
of the potential. I’ve just watched the 
Dixie Fire kick and resist all control 
for a month and every day, so … it was 
pretty clear that the Caldor was gonna 
do the same thing.”

The fi re blew through the Grizzly 
Flats community on Aug. 17, causing 
signifi cant damage despite 20 years 
of forest-thinning efforts. On Jan. 
21, the El Dorado County Assessor’s 
Offi ce shared that it had completed 
96% of reductions to assessed values of 
properties affected by Caldor.

“Of the reductions completed so far, 
60% are in the Grizzly Flat region, 

with the other 40% mostly located 
along Highway 50,” said the county’s 
assistant assessor, Danielle Yandow, 
in a press release. “The total assessed 
value reduction to date is $106 million, 
which is just over $1 million in prop-
erty tax.”

Grizzly Flats now a victim, Lunder 
was turning his thoughts to Caldor’s 
progression toward the Tahoe Basin.

Eldorado National Forest Supervisor 
Jeff Marsolais admitted to Caldor’s 
ability to outpace fi re forecasting 
models on Aug. 17 during a commu-
nity meeting. (“That’s how fi refi ghting 
has been in the state this year,” he 
allowed.) With the outpacing came the 
inability of crews to get in front of the 
fl ames and prepare the forests with 
dozer lines, which are areas cleared 
of trees by bulldozers, and fl ame 
retardant — ideally something that’s 
happening a week to 10 days out.

“When I say outpace, it’s that you don’t 
have the time-space to make that big 
10-day plan,” Lunder said. “... Even 
though we didn’t have the time-space 
to put in a dozer line that would hold 
the fi re … we still put a huge amount 
of energy into carving these huge dozer 
lines in there, but it was this Hail 
Mary that most people don’t expect is 
actually gonna work.”

Another approach to fi ghting fi res is 
“backfi ring,” or the act of purposely 
setting a perimeter afl ame to consume 
fuel in advance of the wildfi re, thus 
slowing it when the fl ames hit that 
area. The tactic has caused issues in 
the past, Newman said, where some-
one backfi red at the wrong time in the 
wrong spot and caused the wildfi re 
to get bigger. He didn’t have specifi c 

examples of backfi res-gone-bad, but 
did note, “that was a struggle this year 
because the backfi res were burning 
very intensely. They were spotting 
outside of control lines on their own. 
We really had to widen control lines, 
spend a lot more time building control 
lines in really advantageous places 
compared to previous years [when] we 
may have been able to get away with 
not necessarily the most advantageous 
places or not as wide control lines.”

Lunder didn’t have any major criticism 
of the attempts to contain Caldor, 
though he did mention too many 
resources were wasted on “Hail 
Marys;” but he believes nothing 
could’ve been done differently to stop 
the fl ames from reaching the Basin.

Cal Fire leadership, on the other hand, 
was holding out hope. Then-director 
Thom Porter, who has since retired, 
said in a state leadership briefi ng that 
while Caldor was “knocking on the 
door” of the Tahoe Basin as of Aug. 23, 
he didn’t think it’d make it that far. In 
the same briefi ng, Porter also classifi ed 
Caldor as the number one fi re in the 
nation in terms of prioritized need for 
resources.

END IN SIGHT
On Aug. 30, the Caldor Fire breached 
the Tahoe Basin’s boundaries, leaping 
from Echo Summit and spotting down 
into Christmas Valley, a community of 
about 600 homes. What could’ve been 
the fi rst structural casualties in the 
Basin were protected thanks to years 
of forest management and an intense 
fi refi ght.

New arrivals alleviated the strapped 
resources on the ground; being named 
the top prioritized fi re in the country 
had its benefi ts. At this point, nearly 
3,800 personnel were involved. 

“We had 17 additional engines from 
the Lake Tahoe Basin that came down 
to the neighborhoods of Christmas 

Valley and Meyers to support,” said 
Forest Service Chief Thaler, who 
served as fi re management liaison 
during Caldor. “... Being able to get so 
many more resources from across the 
country — the engines, the dozers, and 
all those resources, to have them come 
into Lake Tahoe and make a difference 
[helped] protect the community.”

The fi re was now separated into two 
areas, eastern and western branches. 
The U.S. Forest Service leadership 
was head of the eastern portion, while 
Cal Fire maintained leadership for 
the western part.

As new resources arrived, others 
were pulled off the frontline and put 
into waiting mode. The sight of these 
fi refi ghters not in action concerned 
members of the public who saw them.

“The perception is when we say we 
have 5,000 fi refi ghters on the line, 
that all 5,000 of them are [fi ghting the 
fi re] at this given point at that given 
time,” said Newman. “[But] someone 
may be going away from a fi re to go 
get water in a fi re engine, or go get 
fuel, or they’re released for the night 
so that we hold and maintain the fi re 
as it is. And then we can use those 
resources the next day when we’ll be 
able to capitalize on the daylight and 
the weather. Or because we’re so thin 
on resources, we needed to just hold 
that fi re in at night with the resources 
we had, and those guys have to come 
back the next day because we don’t 
have other agency replacements.”

Thaler pointed out that while the 
Caldor Fire was an all-hands-on-deck 
situation, there still needed to be staff 
on hand at the home base fi re stations 
in case another fi re cropped up.

“Right around when the fi re initially 
entered the Lake Tahoe Basin, we had 
a lightning event come through and we 

NEWS

A RED SUN RISES: A Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District boat patrols the Caldor Fire 
from Lake Tahoe.

See CALDOR p. 14



14                10 MARCH – 13 APRIL 2022                MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

 NEWS

DOWNING TREES: A Feller Buncher machine removes hazard trees along a highway to keep Caldor Fire flames and fallen trees from 
effecting emergency travel. Courtesy photo

had … some lightning starts,” she said. 
“So [the Lake Tahoe Basin Management 
Unit’s fi re duty offi cer] had resources 
to respond to those so we didn’t have a 
second big fi re in the Basin.”

Upon its arrival to the Basin, the Caldor 
Fire’s future was short-lived. Calm 
winds and humidity aided fi refi ghting 
crews and containment jumped from 
15% on Aug. 30 to 50% by Sept. 7. 
“Basically, it ran out of gas,” Lunder 
said. “It jumped at Meyers and it 
burned up into the desert, basically 
burned up on the mountain where it 
ran out of fuel …  It was hemmed in by 
granite on the north side of Highway 
50, it was hemmed in by the desert on 
the east, it was hemmed in by the high 
country of Kirkwood.”

By Sept. 5, evacuation orders in the 
Tahoe Basin began to lift.

PLAYING NICE AND 
MOVING FORWARD
Rumors of animosity, in part fueled by 
an opinion piece out of Moonshine Ink’s 
October 2020 edition, between Cal 
Fire and the Forest Service spread just 
as rampantly as Caldor’s fl ames both 
during and after the incident. 

Emotions were running high after the 
devastating effects of the Tamarack 
Fire, which started July 4 and was still 
actively burning during Caldor’s massive 
runs. The Forest Service was being 
skewered for what some members of 
the public and political sphere saw as 
botched fi re management. Tamarack 
incident staff, struggling with available 
resources and feeling fairly confi dent 
that the surrounding granite rocks and 
sparse fuels would help contain the 
fl ames, had chosen to monitor rather 
than suppress the fi re for 13 days. But 
extreme winds blew up the fi re from a 
quarter of an acre to over 20,000 within 
a week. Its damage was still fresh in the 
public’s mind as Caldor was sparked.

Allegations swirled that a contentious 
relationship between Cal Fire and 
Forest Service on the frontlines was 
leading to mistakes and mismanagement. 
Leadership from both agencies shot 
down the claims. Just over a month after 
the Moonshine Ink op-ed, which was 
written by an anonymous fi refi ghter with 
30 years of experience in the state of 
California, the Forest Service’s regional 
forester for the Pacifi c Southwest 
Region, Jennifer Eberlien, responded 
in the Sacramento Bee. In it, she pushed 
back on the perception that the Forest 
Service has a “let it burn” policy, writing, 
“We develop a suppression strategy for 
each wildfi re based on environmental 

conditions; risks to communities, 
infrastructure and fi refi ghter safety; and 
available resources.” She also pointed out 
the need for proactive work to fi ght fi res 
by addressing the “overly dense forest 
conditions” across California.

Newman had a similar take: “There was 
not any animosity between the agencies 
to begin with. We do unify command 
every day … and this was very much an 
example of that cooperation that we are 
very comfortable with.”

He went on to say that, admittedly, 
tactics to combat the Caldor Fire were 
not perfect — but they rarely are. The 
agencies involved with the Caldor have 
held after-action reviews at multiple 
levels, from crews to chiefs and every-
where in between. Newman said these 
meetings home in on the imperfections. 
Questions such as, How could we have 
done this differently? Was this good? 
Was this bad? What would we change 
if we had to do it again? are asked and 
answered, and events are learned from.

“Obviously we have many lessons 
learned,” Newman shared in a later 
email. “Some are validation of use 
of tactics, evacuation planning effort 
successes and challenges, and fuel 
treatment areas that were effective and 
how we can improve those efforts.”

Fire’s future in California is inevitable. 
According to Newman, 2021 was the 
fi rst time in recorded history that a 
wildfi re crossed from one side of the 
Sierra Nevada to the other. In fact, two
fi res claimed the dubious milestone, and 
there’s no sign conditions are changing.

The success of fuels reduction in South 
Lake Tahoe, which helped stop the rage 
of Caldor, points to a path forward, 
though it’s not a guarantee — Grizzly 
Flats and its surrounding areas, after 
all, also had thinning projects done for 
decades before more than 600 resi-
dences were destroyed during Caldor.

“We’ve got a lot of people living in 
terrible places in California, the places 

like Grizzly Flats and Paradise and 
Shingletown and Nevada City,” Lunder 
said. “We’ve got some places that we’re 
gonna lose them no matter how much 
brush cutting we do just because they’re 
[located in] fi re’s home.”

The scale of the problem is beyond 
the human’s ability to fully prepare the 
backcountry, he continued. Thinning 
200,000 acres of forest in Tahoe doesn’t 
mean there will be no more wildfi re. 
Fighting against the inevitable only 
provides more time. Lunder pushed for 
home hardening as the number one way 
to reduce wildfi re’s risk on human lives.

“It’s more about cutting brush around 
your house and replacing your wood 
siding with concrete boards and moving 
stuff away from your house and putting 
a sidewalk [or] gravel right up against 
your foundation,” he said. “Really 
hardening your community in anticipa-
tion that it’s gonna come again ‘cause 
it’s gonna come.” 

CALDOR from p. 13



NEWS

A score of properties around Lake 
Tahoe have been purchased by or 

are connected to a single buyer. Most 
are commercial properties, clustered 
on the West Shore; many have been 
sitting idle for more than fi ve years 
— some up to a decade. A cloud of 
mystery surrounds the properties and 
what their futures hold.

Between 2013 and 2020, 18 Lake 
Tahoe properties were purchased 
through limited liability companies 
and a nonprofi t. Thirteen of the 
properties sit around the intersection 
of California State Highway 89 and 
Pine Street in Tahoma; four line the 
same state highway in Tahoe City; 
and the last sits tucked away in a 
corner of Zephyr Cove.

The properties — which include a 
former county building, a lodge, and 
a school — are largely unused, 
some in states of disrepair and/
or completely vacant. There was 
an attempt to turn a couple of the 
parcels into a hotel by the name 
of Sugar Pine Village, but efforts 
inexplicably stopped in mid-2014. 
Another parcel was donated to a 
religious nonprofi t (which is also 
connected to the LLC owner). 

Amid a widening gap in median 
house prices and the local work-
force’s salaries, West Shore residents 
see potential for housing and are 
frustrated with the disuse.

“Most of Tahoma is like, ‘Why are 
they sitting empty?’” said Robin 
Lewis, a 40-year resident on Tahoe’s 
West Shore. “... I want to see them 
go into local housing.”

Joe Selewicz, a part-time resident of 
Tahoma for 18 years, remembers the 
purchase of the Tahoma properties 
— they were part of his daily walks.

“[My wife and I] saw three different 
lodges that had been purchased. 
We knew they had been purchased, 
we saw them being closed down for 
business, we saw them in disrepair,” 
he recalled. “We had some optimism 

when we saw work being done on the 
Norfolk Woods property, but then the 
work suddenly stopped on that … We 
were scratching our heads a little bit.”

Selewicz is concerned about safety 
violations he has seen. In the 
summer of 2020, on one of the 
properties, he noticed sleeping bags 
on porches, people staying in cabins, 
and even an open campfi re during a 
red fl ag warning period. 

For curiosity’s sake Selewicz drops the 
properties into conversation whenever 
he can, wondering what other people 
know. He sees the current structures 
as an eyesore, not refl ecting well on 
the Tahoma community.

“Anything that’s actively maintained 
and supervised would be better 
than what’s there now,” he said, “... 
There is a lot of potential housing for 
workers there.”

The woman at the center of these 
acquisitions has worked through 
a multitude of entities. The busi-

See HOLDING PATTERN p. 16
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OFF LIMITS: The former Norfolk Woods Inn 
and Restaurant lies boarded up and off limits in 
Tahoma. In 2014, there were attempts to turn 
the parcel into a hotel by the name of Sugar Pine 
Village, but work was stopped. Photos by Ted 
Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

KEEP OUT: The property 
at 7018 State Highway 89 in 
Tahoma previously operated as 
Tahoma Lodge, a roadside motel. 

Eighteen properties,  
one woman, 

and too few plans 
on the horizon

BY ALEX HOEFT  
Moonshine Ink
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nesses that purchased the properties, 
Lake Tahoe Ventures and Pioneer 
Mountain, are associated with Kirsten 
Vliet, who has served or currently 
functions as member and manager, 
respectively. The two LLCs are 
involved with real estate purchasing. 

One of the 18 parcels was purchased 
by Pioneer Mountain and then 
donated to Mountain Metro Church, 
a nonprofi t operating exclusively for 
religious purposes. Mountain Metro 
also has direct connections to Vliet, 
for which she’s served as CEO.

Vliet and her husband, Lewis Cirne, 
oversee the Beloved in Christ 
Foundation, a family foundation which 
reported $113.8 million total assets as 
of December 2019. Cirne is founder 
and CEO of the tech fi rm New Relic, 
a software analytics company.

Moonshine Ink made multiple 
attempts to contact Vliet, both 
personally and through her legal 
agents, but received no response.

The adjacent chart shows the 
properties bought by Vliet’s entities, 
confi rmed with staff at El Dorado, 
Douglas, and Placer counties.

The multi-sited church
The Mountain Metro Church proper-
ties come with a mind-twisting story.

Through Pioneer Mountain, Vliet 
bought a Zephyr Cove property in 
June 2018 from the Douglas County 
School District for $3.5 million. 
The school had closed in 2008 due 
to declining enrollment. During a 
school district board meeting that 
January, when the decision was 
made, Katie Foster, the realtor 
representing Vliet, said Vliet planned 
to turn the building into a religious 
youth education center.

“The true backstory is, Katie Foster, 
a Christian woman, had a vision for 
a church,” explained Mike Boals, 
director of facilities at the Tahoe 
City Mountain Metro Church site. 
“She and her husband operated 
the House of Prayer in Tahoma. 
She was instrumental in starting 
Mountain Metro Church.”

Foster declined to comment for this 
story.

After Pioneer Mountain purchased 
the middle school building, Boals 
says the property was donated to 
the church, which is now the owner 
in full. 

Douglas County planning staff said 
no permits have been fi led for the 
property since its 2018 purchase, but, 
per Boals, the plan is to turn the old 
school into a church and outreach 
camp. Currently, he says, the nonprofi t 
is working with community members 
in South Lake Tahoe to come up with a 
plan for moving forward.

Mountain Metro Church was 
registered as a California nonprofi t 
on Feb. 14, 2014. A statement of 
information fi led Jan. 25, 2018 for 
the nonprofi t lists Vliet as the chief 
executive offi cer and Foster as sec-
retary. A 2019 tax return of Vliet’s 
family foundation, Beloved in Christ, 
shows a $232,000 donation to the 
Mountain Metro Church in Tahoe 

City. Both Vliet and Foster were also 
undersigners when the nonprofi t 
dissolved on July 13, 2021.

It’s not the end of the church, 
however — on April 20, 2018, a 
Nevada-based Mountain Metro 
Church was formed. As early as 
April 2019, Foster was listed as 
president of the board, but she 
confi rmed with Moonshine Ink that 
she is no longer involved with the 
nonprofi t. She is listed as an admin-
istrative pastor on the Tahoe City 
Mountain Metro website.

“We took possession of Kingsbury 
Middle School,” Boals said, 
“… [Then] the opportunity for 
Mountain Metro to get the old 

episcopal church [in Tahoe City] 
came about and we were able to 
purchase that as well. We set up a 
different entity in each state to get 
everything organized.”

The two nonprofi ts with different 
boards were the same organization, 
he added; they just happened to be 
across state lines. Now it has been 
consolidated under the Nevada-
based entity. Boals said funding for 
Mountain Metro comes from dona-
tions, volunteer work, and tithes.

The Tahoe City property, located at 
855 West Lake Blvd., was purchased 
about one year after the former 
Kingsbury Middle School in Zephyr 
Cove, in May 2019, according to 

HOLDING PATTERN from p. 15

Entity Owning 
the Property

Address or 
Assessor’s Parcel 
Number (APN)

County
Purchase 
Recorded 
by County

Land Use 
Description

Net Assessed 
Value (as of 
Jan. 1, 2021)

Lake Tahoe Ventures 6941 W Lake Blvd., Tahoma Placer County Dec. 31, 2013 Hotels, motels, 
resorts $1,113,587

Lake Tahoe Ventures 098-210-023-000, Tahoma Placer County Dec. 31, 2013 Apartments, four 
or more $452,996

Lake Tahoe Ventures 565 W Lake Blvd., Tahoe City Placer County Dec. 31, 2013 Offi ce, general $934,313

Pioneer Mountain 6937 W Lake Blvd., Tahoma Placer County March 27, 2015 Two single-family 
residences; duplex $388,609

Pioneer Mountain 6935 W Lake Blvd., Tahoma Placer County Aug. 17, 2015 Vacant, 
commercial $153,109

Pioneer Mountain 6925 W Lake Blvd., Tahoma Placer County Aug. 17, 2015 Vacant, 
commercial $185,919

Pioneer Mountain 098-200-041-000, Tahoma Placer County Aug. 17, 2015 Vacant, 
commercial $185,919

Pioneer Mountain 098-200-040-000, Tahoma Placer County Nov. 23, 2020 Vacant, 
commercial $290,000

Pioneer Mountain 6895 W Lake Blvd., Tahoma Placer County March 20, 2015 Residence on 
commercial land $1,565,985

Pioneer Mountain 545 W Lake Blvd., Tahoe City Placer County June 9, 2014 Parking lots $792,749

Mountain Metro 
Church 855 W Lake Blvd., Tahoe City Placer County May 8, 2019 Churches

$2,143,579
(in the process of 

seeking exemption)

Mountain Metro 
Church 905 The Drive, Tahoe City Placer County May 8, 2019 Churches $1,617,990

Lake Tahoe Ventures 7032 State Highway 89, 
Tahoma

El Dorado 
County Jan. 28, 2013 Commercial; 

motel, hotel $1,177,457

Lake Tahoe Ventures 7010 State Highway 89, 
Tahoma

El Dorado 
County July 10, 2013

Commercial; 
improved 
commercial

$84,932

Lake Tahoe Ventures 7018 State Highway 89, 
Tahoma

El Dorado 
County

July 10, 2013 Commercial; 
motel, hotel

$1,348,526

Lake Tahoe Ventures 7035 Wilson Ave., Tahoma El Dorado 
County

July 10, 2013 Multi-family 
residential; 2-3 
units

$147,215

Pioneer Mountain 015-331-019-000, Tahoma El Dorado 
County

March 31, 2015 Vacant, 
commercial

$280,354

Mountain Metro 
Church

1900 Echo Dr., Zephyr Cove Douglas 
County

June 22, 2018 General 
commercial

$0
(exempt as a church)
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county records. The nonprofi t 
bought directly from Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of Northern 
California and Bishop of Sacramento. 

Church services are currently being 
offered in Tahoe City whenever a 
volunteer pastor is available. Boals 
said that this May, the property 
will open Anchor Point Lodge, a 
Christian youth outreach camp. The 
camp and church services will oper-
ate in tandem on the same property.

Immediately west of 855 West Lake 
Blvd., at 905 The Drive, is another 
Mountain Metro property, which is 
described in a June 2021 building 
permit application as the site of a 
pastor’s residence.

While the former House of Prayer 
property in Tahoma, at 7032 State 
Highway 89, is not owned by 
Mountain Metro, Boals says 
church staff is contemplating renting 
the space to operate church services.

Boals, who says his expertise lies in 
youth ministry and Christian camp-
ing, said he couldn’t comment on 
any involvement with Vliet.

Stop and go
Two of Lake Tahoe Ventures’ Tahoma 
properties, those at 6941 West Lake 
Blvd. (formerly Norfolk Woods Inn) 
and APN 098-210-023-000 (adja-
cent to one another), had demolition 
work performed in May of 2014, 
according to Placer County records. 
On May 8 of that year, during a rou-
tine inspection by the North Tahoe 
Fire Protection District, the demo 
work was found to be unpermitted, 
and a stop-work order was issued. 
The order’s addressees included 
Foster’s name as the Lake Tahoe 
Ventures rep. The next day, May 9, a 
formal permit was applied for by the 
LLC to perform interior demolition 
on the properties. 

The application stated the properties 
would become home to Sugar Pine 
Village, a hotel — the name was 

trademarked through Lake Tahoe 
Ventures. 

The local contractor involved with 
the Tahoma demo work requested to 
remain unnamed. Only ever know-
ing the owner by her fi rst name, 
Kirsten, and having interacted with 
her multiple times, he said, “The 
owner started [demolition]. She was 
confused and she was hiring from 
the Bay Area to come up and do 
things, and I was supervising.”

Though Placer County issued the 
permits less than a week after the 
application was fi led, work on the 
properties was discontinued. The con-
tractor said Vliet’s husband put a stop 
to things but didn’t know why. Placer’s 
planning department says no permits 
have been issued for the parcels since. 
The trademark for Sugar Pine Village 
was abandoned by Lake Tahoe Ventures 
on Sept. 24, 2018, and anyway, the 
City of South Lake Tahoe now has an 
affordable housing project by the same 
name. (City staff members said the 
developer of that housing project has no 
knowledge of Lake Tahoe Ventures, nor 
is there any connection.)

The contractor added there was also 
a permit for work to be done at 565 
West Lake Blvd. in Tahoe City, the 
former Placer County public works 

building. Permit details show that the 
project, for which records show was 
under county consideration between 
June and August 2014, was changing 
the government building to a house 
of worship with the name Mountain 
Metro Church, but work was stopped 
there for a time. Then, two electrical 
permits were issued in 2021: One 
of those permits has been fi nalized, 
according to Placer’s planning offi ce, 
while the other remains active.

The contractor suggested to 
Moonshine the properties would be 
great options for winter employee 
housing. “The bottom line is, she’s 
got [the old Norfolk Woods Inn 
structure] tied up and it’s sitting 
there and doing nothing but appre-
ciating. And she’s paying taxes along 
the way,” he said.

Based on records as of press dead-
line, 17 of the properties have paid 
property tax, and one of the Tahoma 
properties, APN 098-200-040-000, 
is defaulted.

In the end, what happens on the 
properties is at the will of the 
owner. However, there are minimum 
standards for properties within 
county lines, defi ned by county code. 
Offi cers might respond to com-
plaints associated with unpermitted 
construction (as with the would-be 
Sugar Pine Lodge); substandard 
housing; unsafe or vacant buildings; 
planning violations; and more. 

For now, future plans for most of 
the LLC parcels is unclear. No other 
requests for planning permits have 
been submitted in either El Dorado, 
Douglas, or Placer counties aside 
from those already mentioned. 

SUNDAY SABBATH: Mountain 
Metro Church is a nonprofit 
organization that owns this 
Tahoe City property and a 
Zephyr Cove property. Mike 
Boals, director of facilities 
for the property, says the 
organization’s goal is to 
reach the local community 
and “make a difference in 
presenting the gospel.”

PINS, DROPPED: These 18 
properties around Tahoe, most 
of which are commercial, are 
connected to one person. Map 
background provided by Map 
data© 2022 Google 
background provided by Map 
data© 2022 Google 
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1 TDPUD Continues Discussion
of ‘Green Fee’
TRUCKEE
At its Feb. 18 meeting, the board 
of the Truckee Donner Public Utility 
District held a workshop to continue 
the discussion about a possible green 
rate or fee to fund increased and 
accelerated TDPUD environmental 
initiatives. 

Staff provided a presentation that 
summarized the regulatory and market 
dynamics impacting electric utilities, 
evolving customer and community 
expectations, and the costs and ben-
efi ts of local generations compared to 
leveraging the full market. 

Critical to the discussion was the 
desire for a continued emphasis on 
reliability of services and to pursue 
local, clean, resilient, and fi scally 
responsible electric resources while at 
the same time maximizing the dollar 
per greenhouse gas ($/GHG) reduction 
of available electric resources. 

The board directed staff to prioritize 
investments that maximize $/GHG 
reduction and electric system reliability 
while remaining sensitive to how the 
community weathers extended power 
outages. The board also asked staff to 
work collaboratively with its residential 
customers, business customers, and 
the community to help support the 
PUD’s efforts to invest in solutions that 
deliver the resiliency that an individual, 
business, or the community may need. 

This was the fi rst of a series of 
workshops to explore this issue.

~ TDPUD update

2 Tahoe’s ‘Hank the Tank’ 
Exonerated By DNA Evidence
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
A 500-pound black bear, dubbed 
“Hank the Tank,” has made national 
headlines (with international attention) 
after being accused of breaking into 
more than two dozen South Lake 
Tahoe homes near the Tahoe Keys 

neighborhood, yet DNA evidence has 
now cleared his name. 

Twenty-eight recent home invasions 
and 150 reports of confl ict overall had 
been attributed to this one massive 
bear by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. However, the depart-
ment used DNA evidence to discover 
that the break-ins were caused by at 
least three bears (two female and one 
male, which may be Hank). Peter Tira, 
CDFW spokesperson, concluded, “We 
can’t pin all this damage on one par-
ticular bear. Ultimately this is the best 
outcome possible for a wild animal to 
remain a wild animal.”

International media attention fol-
lowed Hank while he was considered 
the culprit for the damages, with 
the CDFW having ruled he would be 
euthanized if captured. Local residents 
and activists fought for Hank to be 
placed in a sanctuary instead. With 
Hank the Tank no longer on the run, 
the traps intended for him have been 
taken down. The CDFW announced 
plans to trap bears in the area, tag 
them, and collect DNA evidence to 
help advise the agency’s strategy for 
managing black bears in the area mov-
ing forward, rather than euthanized 
them, the department said. 

~ BL

3 Teenager Dies in Skiing 
Accident at Alpine Meadows
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Sunday, Feb. 13, at around 2 p.m., 
two teenage skiers collided on Yellow 
Trail on the Alpine side of Palisades 
Tahoe, resulting in the death of 
16-year-old North Tahoe High School 
sophomore Scotty Lapp. The incident 
was one of six that the Olympic Valley 
Fire Department responded to that 
Sunday at Palisades Tahoe, three in 
Alpine Meadows and three in Olympic 
Valley, OVFD chief Allen Riley told 
Moonshine Ink. He added that the 
resorts are part of the North Tahoe 
Fire Protection District’s jurisdiction, 
but that the OVFD provides mutual 
aid. 

The other teenage boy in the 
collision, 16-year-old Jude Nolan, 
was transported to Renown Regional 
Medical Center in Reno via Care Flight 
and is said to be recovering there, 
both the OVFD and Palisades Tahoe 
(in a statement) confi rmed. Lapp was 
a member of the Palisades Tahoe 
Big Mountain Competition Team and 
Nolan is a member of the Olympic 
Valley Freestyle and Freeride Team.

OVFD’s Riley confi rmed that the 
other resort emergencies the depart-
ment assisted with at Alpine Meadows 
on Feb. 13 was a 16-year-old girl who 
suffered head and neck injuries. The 
three responses Riley said occurred at 
the Olympic Valley mountain location 
involved adults aged 28, 49, and 54 

with a head injury, a wrist injury, and a 
head and neck injury, respectively. 

Alex Spychalsky, public relations 
manager at Palisades, said that Lapp’s 
death was the second fatality at the 
resort this year, with the fi rst death 
occurring Jan. 26 at 12:47 p.m., when 
Palisades Tahoe Ski Patrol found 
a 74-year-old Olympic Valley man 
unconscious at the bottom of the 
West Face trail off the KT-22 Express 
chair lift. Preliminary fi ndings by the 
ski patrol’s investigation indicated 
the man suffered a trauma-induced 
cardiac arrest. He was not wearing a 
helmet and likely suffered signifi cant 
head trauma from high-speed impact 
with at least one tree. The man was 
transported to the base area via troop 
carrier, while ski patrol and OVFD per-
sonnel continued to administer CPR 
and life-saving efforts. Under medical 
direction from Tahoe Forest Hospital, 
the man was pronounced deceased at 
1:22 p.m. at the base area. 

A public gathering to celebrate 
Scotty Lapp’s life was held Friday, Feb. 
18, from 3 to 5:30 p.m. at the Olympic 
Valley Lodge. A GoFundMe campaign 
has been created by Mark Holmstrom, 
a friend of the Lapp family, in Lapp’s 
name to help fund a skate park in 
Tahoe City which will be a “a place 
for many to refl ect, to learn, to move, 
to make new friends, and to be 
inspired,” he wrote on the GoFundMe 
page.  

~ BL

4 TDPUD to Sell Carbon 
Credits; Update on Legacy Trail
TRUCKEE
During its Feb. 2 meeting, the Truckee 
Donner Public Utility District Board 
of Directors authorized staff to sell 
California Low Carbon Fuel Standard 
credits to fund the district’s existing 
and planned electric vehicle charger 
rebates and programs. The initial sale 
is expected to raise about $150,000 
to support TDPUD programs and 
customers. The sale of the credits 
must be used on transportation 
electrifi cation programs.

Brian Wright, TDPUD’s general 
manager, also acknowledged the Town 
of Truckee council and staff for the 
collaborative effort to move forward 
on an extension of the Truckee River 
Legacy Trail across from Truckee 
Hilltop, which includes crossing 
TDPUD property.

~ TDPUD update

All the news that fi ts — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.NEWS BRIEFS
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THE FIRST DEATH at Palisades Tahoe in 2022 occurred on Jan. 26, with the 74-year-
old man airlifted out by helicopter and pronounced dead while being overseen by 
Tahoe Forest Health District personnel. Local teen Scotty Lapp’s death, the second 
fatality at the resorts this year, occurred Sunday, Feb. 13. Photo by Juliana Demarest/
Moonshine Ink
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5 124 Workforce 
Housing Units
TRUCKEE
Frishman Hollow II and 
Meadow View Place are two 
workforce housing develop-
ments accepting applications 
for 124 units in Truckee. 
Construction for Meadow 
View Place at Schaffer’s Mill 
in Placer County is complete, 
and the development is 
accepting applications for 
56 workforce housing units. 
These units were part of 
Mountain Area Preservation’s 
land use negotiations and 
a settlement agreement 
in 2008, with construction 
starting in 2020. 

Frishman Hollow II has 
68 workforce housing units 
near Truckee by Alder Creek 
Middle School. Units are 
available to apply for now, 
and one building is already 
partially occupied. These 
are the second phase of 
units built by The Pacifi c 
Companies in Truckee, “cre-
ating much-needed housing 
for the workforce and 
families of various income 
levels,” according to MAP, 
which supported this project 
in early 2020 and partnered 
with the Martis Fund in 

providing a $1 million dollar 
grant to support the devel-
opment.  Find information 
and sign up for Frishman 
Hollow II here, and Meadow 
View Place, here. 

~ MAP press release

6 Master Sewer Plan 
Approved by TTSA
TRUCKEE
A 25-year master sewer plan 
was unanimously approved 
by the Tahoe-Truckee 
Sanitation Agency Board 
of Directors on Feb. 16. 
The plan evaluated existing 
TTSA facilities, including the 
water reclamation plant and 
Truckee River Interceptor 
(a 17-mile-long concrete 
pipe collecting fl ows from 
TTSA’s fi ve member districts), 
to assess their abilities to 
meet future conditions 
through the year 2045. Such 
improvements make up a 
capital improvement plan, 
which includes a schedule 
and cost estimates.

The capital improvement 
plan will cost $144.6 million 
over the 25 years  — the 
water reclamation plant 
improvements costing $115.7 
million and the Truckee River 

interceptor, $28.9 million. 
These numbers are based on 
November 2021 dollars and 
are considered conservative 
by the master plan con-
sultant, Carollo Engineers. 
The fi rst of fi ve phases, 
expected to begin this year 
and run through fi scal year 
2026/27, will focus on the 
improvement of facilities 
and assets considered to 
have exceeded their useful 
service lives — specifi cally 
river-crossing segments of 
the Truckee River Interceptor 
pipe that are experiencing 
corrosion issues. Phase one 
will be the most expensive 
at $40 million. Phases four 
and fi ve, planned for 2037 
through 2046, are likely to 
shift in need and cost with 
new information.

Blake Tresan, board mem-
ber and general manager at 
the Truckee Sanitary District, 
said during the meeting, “As 
a planning document, I think 
it really works. This is not cast 
in stone and every project 
in here should be done and 
cost exactly what it says; but 
again, it gives us direction.” 

TTSA was formed in 1972 
and serves fi ve member 
districts (North Tahoe Public 
Utility District, Tahoe City 
Public Utility District, Alpine 
Springs County Water 
District, Olympic Valley 
Public Service District, and 
Truckee Sanitary District) and 
has one contributing district 
(Northstar Community 
Services District). The water 
reclamation plant was 
fi rst constructed in 1975, 
expanded upon in 1981, 
received new additions in 
1990 and 1995, and was last 
expanded in 2003.

View the full master plan at   
ttsa.net/documents.

~ AH 

7 Board Confi rms 
Redistricting Map
WASHOE COUNTY
On Feb. 9, in a second 
hearing to revise the county 
ordinance related to voting 
districts, the Washoe County 
Board of Commissioners 
adopted the recommended 
district map. Per Nevada 
state law, the county must 
review voting districts after 
the decennial census in 
order to ensure comparable 
populations among districts. 
Washoe County’s popula-
tion grew by about 65,000 
residents from 2010 to 
2020. Find proposed new 
district boundaries on this 

map linked on the county’s 
website.
~ Washoe County newsletter

8 Drones Will Replace 
Fireworks on 4th of July 
INCLINE VILLAGE
Incline Village and Crystal 
Bay will debut a new way to 
celebrate the 4th of July this 
year, with a drone SkyShow
lighting up the night sky in 
celebration of the holiday. 
The decision to tackle the 
innovative approach was 
made in consideration of 
fi re and environmental risks 
posed by a pyrotechnic 
fi reworks display. 

The celebration, dubbed 
the Incline Village Crystal Bay 
July 4th SkyShow, is a joint 
effort between Incline Village 
Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau, 
the Incline Village General 
Improvement District, the 
Incline Village Crystal Bay 
Community & Business 
Association, the Hyatt 
Regency Lake Tahoe, and the 
Parasol Tahoe Community 
Foundation. 

The SkyShow is part of a 
larger 4th of July celebra-
tion being planned that will 
include a traditional parade 
and various community 

events. Final details about 
the festivities are being fi nal-
ized in the coming weeks.

~ IVCBVB press release

9 ‘Save Our Snow’ 
Campaign Educates On 
Our Changing Winters
TAHOE/TRUCKEE
The UC Davis Tahoe 
Environmental Research 
Center, in partnership with 
BrandXR, Palisades Tahoe, 
and Protect Our Winters, has 
embarked on an educational 
campaign to increase public 
awareness and understand-
ing of the negative effects 
of climate change to Lake 
Tahoe’s snowpack and the 
winter tourism industry. 
Designed to inspire people 
to take immediate action 
to reduce their own carbon 
emissions by one ton per 
year, the campaign includes 
a carbon reduction calcula-
tor, easy actions individuals 
can take to #SaveOurSnow, 
and an augmented reality 
Instagram fi lter.

Climate change and the 
reduction of snowpack isn’t 
a Tahoe-specifi c issue or 
a ski industry issue — it’s 

HANK THE TANK has been unjustly blamed for dozens of South Lake Tahoe 
break-ins and property damage, but he’s been exonerated and his viral fame 
helped inspire new policies regarding Tahoe bears. Photo courtesy Bear League
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much larger than that and affects 
everything from wildfire to fresh water 
sources communities drink from. UC 
Davis TERC researchers utilized global 
climate models to develop projections 
of expected snowpack in the future. 
The model results were downscaled 
to adapt them to Lake Tahoe, then 
applied to the Tahoe watershed 
model. TERC has been at the forefront 
of scientific research and ecosystem 
health monitoring in the greater Lake 
Tahoe region for the past 60 years, 
with a focus on water quality, ecology, 
physical processes, and meteorology. 
Augmented reality has the unique 
ability to place the user in alternate 
environments, from the fluffy, deep 
snow of past winters to an increasingly 
grim future for those who appreciate 
and understand the importance of 
snow.

The “Save our Snow” Instagram 
filter, developed by UC Davis and 
BrandXR, shows how skiers and snow-
boarders will be impacted by climate 
change and illustrates the significant 
loss of local snowpack predicted if we 
continue business as usual. Palisades 
Tahoe and Protect Our Winters are 
collaborating with TERC on the Save 
Our Snow campaign by encouraging 
participation, offering giveaway prizes 
for those who take action and use the 
Instagram filter and carbon reduc-
tion pledge, and emphasizing easy 
carbon-reducing actions people can 
take in their daily lives like using the 
Mountaineer Shuttle, going meatless 
for a few meals, reducing waste, or 
line-drying clothing. Learn more at 
tahoe.ucdavis.edu/saveoursnow.

~ UC Davis TERC press release

10 TTUSD Updates Mask 
Mandate to Recommendation
PLACER COUNTY
On Feb. 28 — the first day back from 
Ski Skate Week  — the Tahoe Truckee 
Unified School District announced 
an update to the mask guidance 
on their campuses and bus systems 
due to declining Covid-19 cases and 
hospitalizations.

In keeping with the California 
Department of Public Health statewide 
recommendation, TTUSD is making 
indoor face coverings optional starting 
Monday, March 14, regardless of vac-
cination status. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention also stated it 
no longer endorses masking in schools.

The decision comes nearly two years 
after TTUSD first announced a three-
week closure and remote learning 
scheme on March 19, 2020.

“We take pride in being a safe place 
for everyone. For teachers, staff, 
students, and their families,” Kelli 

Twomey, district communications at 
TTUSD, said. Twomey continued to 
stress that mask guidance is transi-
tioning from being a requirement to 
a personal choice. Still, the district 
emphasizes that the community be 
respectful of differing views while hon-
oring one another’s masking choices.

The national, state, and local conver-
sation around masking in schools has 
long been fraught with tension. At a 
Feb. 16 meeting of the TTUSD board 
of trustees —  — the last before the 
staff and students started the weeklong 
Ski Skate Week break — emotions were 

high with teachers both in favor and 
opposed to the mandate speaking out.

Yet, since the Feb. 28 announce-
ment, Twomey said the district had 
not received any complaints, only a 
few questions about why the transition 
could not happen sooner. She points to 
the potential consequences the district 
could face for acting in opposition to 
the state’s recommendation. These 
consequences include exclusion from 
liability coverage and loss of creden-
tials for educators and administrators.

TTUSD continues to provide cloth, 
surgical, and respirator masks across 
its campuses and requires students, 
teachers, and administrators to follow 
the required CDPH guidelines if they 
test positive for COVID-19.
“It’s all about keeping kids in school 
and learning in person,” Twomey said.

~ Ally Gravina, special to Moonshine 
Ink

11 Placer Removes ‘Squaw’ 
from County-Maintained Roads
PLACER COUNTY
The Placer County Board of Supervisors 
on Feb. 21 voted to rename the 
three county-maintained roads that 
contained the word “Squaw” to 
alternative names. Squaw Valley Road 
was renamed Olympic Valley Road, 
Squaw Peak Road was renamed Shirley 
Canyon Road, and Squaw Peak Way 
was renamed Marmot Way.

The Washoe Tribe of Nevada and 

California has been in continued 
discussions with Placer County staff 
to rename county assets, which were 
advanced following the announce-
ment by the former Squaw Valley 
Alpine Meadows ski resort of its 
name change to Palisades Tahoe in 
September 2021. In November 2021, 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Haaland declared the word “squaw” 
a derogatory term and ordered the 
removal of this term from federal 
lands.

Placer County conducted a commu-
nity survey in December 2021  seeking 
feedback on the name changes as well 
as name alternatives. Close to 700 
community members responded, and 
most supported new names. County 
staff also sought input from commu-
nity members at three eastern Placer 
County town halls over the past four 
months. 

A second phase of the road 
renaming process will bring forward 
recommended road name changes 
for three private roads in the county. 
The process to rename the county’s 
Squaw Valley Park is ongoing and a 
recommendation for a new name will 
be brought to the board of supervi-
sors in the future. The Placer County 
road naming policy allows the county 
to rename a road when it is deemed 
in the public interest to do so. It also 
states that inappropriate or offensive 
names will not be permitted.

~ Placer County press release

THE COMMUNITY IS REELING from the 
loss of local teen Scotty Lapp in a skiing 
collision on Sunday, Feb. 13. Lapp was a 
16-year-old sophomore at North Tahoe 
High School. Photo courtesy Tahoe Truckee 
Unified School District

3

THE JOINT #SAVEOURSNOW CAMPAIGN by the UC Davis Tahoe Environmental Research Center, in partnership with BrandXR, 
Palisades Tahoe, and Protect Our Winters, is educational and meant to increase public awareness and understanding of 
the negative effects of climate change to Lake Tahoe’s snowpack and the winter tourism industry. Photo by Ted Coakley III/
Moonshine Ink

9
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What’s the status of the Truckee Railyard? 
Is there a completion date on the horizon?
The Railyard Master Plan was adopted in 2009 
and amended in 2016. The master plan outlines 
the standards for development in the area, includ-
ing maximum allowed development (residential 
units, hotel units, and square footages for retail, 
offi ce, etc.). The public infrastructure (roads, 
utilities, and sidewalks) has been completed 
through the balloon track. Public infrastructure 
improvements (roads, sidewalks, the realignment 
and restoration of Trout Creek, and the exten-
sion of Church Street to a new roundabout at 
Glenshire Drive) east of the balloon track are 
anticipated to be completed by 2023.

There is no deadline for completion of the private 
development in the master plan area; it is reliant 
solely on the market and interest from develop-
ers. So far, only one project has received land 
use approval and has been constructed in the 

Railyard — the Artist Lofts, a 77-unit affordable 
housing project with approximately 3,700 square 
feet of retail. The only other approved project in 
the Railyard is The Crossing, a redevelopment of 
the previous Truckee-Tahoe Lumber Company 
downtown campus to two commercial buildings 
totaling 21,685 square feet and an outdoor plaza. 

Other projects that have been reviewed and 
approved by the Town of Truckee include the 
Truckee Art Haus (a three-screen movie theater) 
and Nugget Markets (a 34,000-square-foot 
grocery store), which were ultimately not pursued 
by the developers and the approvals have since 
expired.

~ Yumie Dahn, senior planner at the Town of Truckee

Thank you for this opportunity to update 
Moonshine Ink readers on what’s happening with 
the Truckee Railyard.

Since the amended master plan was approved 
in 2016, we have seen a great deal of progress 
with new infrastructure throughout the down-
town, relocation of 
the Union Pacifi c 
operations, and 
most recently the 
completion of the 
Truckee Artist Lofts 
to provide quality new 
affordable housing. 
We are now pleased 
to see that some fi nal 
critical infrastructure 
improvements within 
the Railyard site are 
moving forward this 
year.

At the Feb. 8 meeting, 
the Truckee Town 
Council approved 

funding for the initial engineering of a new public 
transit center which will be located within the 
Railyard site.

Additionally, the Town of Truckee is preparing 
for phase one of the Trout Creek Restoration 
project, which is designed to restore the natural 
function of the creek, improve the riparian and 
aquatic habitat, provide fl ood protection, improve 
water quality, and bring back the natural beauty 
of the creek. Also slated to begin construction 
this year is a Church Street extension project that 
will connect downtown with Glenshire Drive. A 
roundabout and bridge are also part of these 2022 
road construction plans.

We are excited about all of these improvements, 
especially the new road system that will provide 
motorists and folks on bikes an alternative way to 
arrive into downtown Truckee via a new eastern 
gateway. All of this progress sets the stage for the 
next phases of the project to begin coming to life.

~ Scott Kyman, managing member with Truckee 
Development Associates 

 NEWS

THE ROAD AHEAD 
FOR THE TRUCKEE 

RAILYARD

Last year, the long-awaited 
Truckee Artist Lofts opened to 
the public — the fi rst develop-
ment of the Truckee Railyard 
on the eastern-most end of 
Donner Pass Road. In the works 
is the Railyard Market Square, to 
include a grocery store, outdoor 
plaza, retail space, and tenant 
building, overseen by Foothill 
Partners.

But other Railyard deals have 
fallen through, and some still lag. 
With a whole lot of the site yet to 
be constructed, readers and Ink
staff want to know what remains 
on the table and what has fallen 
to the cutting room fl oor. The 
Town of Truckee and Railyard 
developer answer.

~ AH

You Asked. 
They Answered.

ARTIST CROSSING: A component of the Truckee Railyard’s extensive infrastructure 
development was the relocation of Union Pacifi c operations. The Artist Lofts, pictured 
in the background, is the sole successful construction thus far within the Railyard 
footprint. The affordable housing project opened in spring 2021, with 76 workforce 
housing units. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: Two 
single-acre parcels are up 
for purchase as part of the 
Railyard’s phase one plan.
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1 Rookies Sports Bar & Grill to be Sold
INCLINE VILLAGE
Rookies, owner of Rookies Sports Bar & Grill, has 
announced it will sell the Incline Village restaurant. 
The sports bar and food establishment has been in 
business since 1993, when it was founded by Serge 
Rigisich and John “J.B.” Brennan. The restaurant is 
still run by the founders’ families.

Rookies’ president, Shelly Rigisich, explained that 
the original founders have died, and “upon their 
passing, their families took over management of the 
restaurant. As much as we love the idea of continuing 
to carry out Serge and J.B.’s vision, it is time to pass 
the torch to others,” she said. 

The company is negotiating with prospective buy-
ers and soliciting offers to purchase the long-stand-
ing establishment. Rookies’ lease would potentially 
enable Rookies to stay in its current Incline Village 
location until 2040. 

~ Rookies press release

2 Mountain Freak Boutique Opens 
Screenprinting in Pioneer Center
TRUCKEE
Mountain Freak Boutique has added another retail 
location (next to Full Belly Deli) that is now offering 
screenprinting, embroidery, and promotional items for 
Truckee and the North Lake Tahoe Community. Owners 
Allison and Brian Holiday opened their original boutique 
in downtown Truckee (above Pianeta’s) fi ve years 
ago. Their eclectic shop specializes in colorful, funky, 
mountain-culture, and music-inspired apparel, hats, 
stickers, and more. Their shops also feature many local 
artisans’ wares, including jewelry, pottery, art, metal work, 
tie dyes, festival wear, and original T-shirt designs.

The Holidays’ many original T-shirt designs spurred 
them to begin screenprinting for themselves out of 
their home. Outgrowing their small home shop, they 
have now expanded into a larger industrial space in 
Pioneer Center. Services at the new location include 

screenprinting 
T-shirts, hoodies, 
tanks, and many 
other garments, 
plus embroidered 
and promotional 
items such as hats, 
stickers, glassware, 
and more. 

“We can put your design or logo on almost anything,” 
co-owner Allison Holiday explained in an email exchange 
with the Ink. Brian Holiday added, “Our mission is to 
make your event, team, brand, or business look great.”

The new screenprinting location is at 10825 Pioneer 
Trail Ste. 102, and is open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday or by appointment. Call, text, 
email, or stop in with any questions or to get a quote on 
your project: (530) 562-7204; brian@mountainfreakbou-
tique.com; mountainfreakboutique.com.

~ Brian and Allison Holiday, special to Moonshine Ink

3 Elements to Host Photography 
Competition for Rocker Memorial Skatepark
TRUCKEE
Elements is hosting a mountain life photography 
competition to assist in the fundraising for Rocker 
Memorial Skatepark. 

The contest is open to all non-professional photog-
raphers in the Truckee and Lake Tahoe community, 
and will end with a reception and gallery showing on 
March 19 at Alibi Ale Works in Truckee, including a 
silent auction at the gallery event. The contest is set 
to launch on March 7, and the deadline for submis-
sions is April 29 at 5 p.m. All proceeds from the silent 
auction are going directly to the skatepark fund. Alibi 
Ale Works will also donate a portion of their beer 
sales that day to the skatepark.

~ Elements press release

All the news that fi ts — from original reporting or press releases. 
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Executive Director, Two Board 
Members Named to Downtown 
Association
TAHOE CITY 
The nonprofi t Tahoe City Downtown 
Association’s board of directors announced 
Feb. 10 that Katie Biggers has been 
selected as the organization’s new execu-
tive director. Two new members have also 
been welcomed to the board as TCDA 
resumes efforts to welcome the return of its 
signature events in 2022.

Since 2019, Biggers has worked as 
the chamber manager and senior event 
specialist for the North Lake Tahoe Resort 
Association. In that role, she was respon-
sible for the management and facilitation 
of all chamber of commerce activities, as 
well as special event sponsorship, event 
selection and management, creation and 
execution of all contracts, budget manage-
ment, communications, and on-site event promotion and activation. During 
her tenure, Biggers was instrumental in the execution of rent relief and other 
programs designed to aid local business owners. Biggers lives in Tahoe City with 

her dog, Tash. She assumed her new role 
on Feb. 28.

In addition to Biggers’ appointment, 
TCDA has welcomed Meghan Polite of 
Tahoe Fullers and Jennifer Schaller of 
MOBO Law as new members of its board. 
~ TCDA press release 

Dr. Marcus Waters Appointed to TSD 
Board
TRUCKEE
At its board meeting on Jan. 25, the Truckee 
Sanitary District Board of Directors voted to 
appoint Dr. Marcus Waters to serve on the 
board. Waters was selected to fi ll the vacancy 
created when long-time director Ronald E. 
Sweet passed away on Nov. 30, 2021.

Waters, a Truckee native, is a chiropractor with an offi ce in the Truckee area. He 
was a summer intern with TSD in 2006 through 2009 while working his way through 
college. He currently volunteers for Truckee Pop Warner Football and provides free 
chiropractic to veteran care through the Patriot Project Organization.
~ TSD press release

MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING UP

KATIE BIGGERS has been selected as 
the new executive director of the 
Tahoe City Downtown Association 
by the nonprofi t’s board, bringing 
experience with the NLTRA to her 
role. Courtesy photo

DR MARCUS WATERS is appointed to 
serve on the board of the Truckee 
Sanitary District. Courtesy photo

AFTER DISCOVERING SCREENPRINTING SUCCESS via their original downtown boutique and eventually out of their 
home, Mountain Freak Boutique owners Allison and Brian Holiday opened another location in Pioneer Center 
with full screenprinting capabilities. Courtesy photo



 READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM                     10 MARCH – 13 APRIL 2022                   23

Over the years, the Truckee/
North Tahoe region has seen 

the continued growth of remote work 
and freelancers. Virtually anywhere 
that there is access to the internet or a 
strong mobile signal, remote employees 
can setup shop and begin working. To 
accommodate some of these employees, 
a number of co-working spaces have 
opened.  In Truckee, you’ll fi nd Lift 
Workspace and The Hub; Tahoe Mill has 
locations at the base of Alpine Meadows 
and in Tahoe City; and Incline Village is 
home to Mountain Workspace.  

As remote work has grown, so has the 
threat of cyberattacks. These threats are 
not just an inconvenience, they can be 
absolutely devastating to any business, 
large or small. Even organizations with 
robust security systems in place are not 

safe. As we recently learned, the Town 
of Truckee fell victim to a cyberattack 
in July 2021. That attack crippled the 
town’s IT systems for months and left 
lasting damage. About a month earlier, 
the City of Grass Valley was victim of a 
similar attack, and in May 2021, Sierra 
College was hit. These attacks show that 
even rural Northeastern California is not 
immune.    

Such threats come in different forms. It 
could be malware or a virus that infects a 
computer rendering it unusable. It could 
be a hacker who intercepts sensitive 
information and uses it for unauthorized 
access. Or it could be ransomware that 
takes a computer and data hostage.

As the convenience of co-working 
spaces and free public Wi-Fi access has 
grown, these attacks have become more 
of a risk. We must be ever more cau-
tious of the threats to our digital lives. 
Co-working spaces that offer internet 
access as part of their membership 
often have a secure network. That is 
helpful in mitigating threats, but that 
network security is only as secure as 

each user on the network. Free public 
Wi-Fi represents an exponentially greater 
threat because anybody can access that 
network and conceivably any device on 
the network.  

Many remote workers and freelancers 
work on a system of BYOD (bring your 
own device); we no longer separate 
a business computer from a personal 
computer. This increases risk because 
not only is business data vulnerable, 

personal data is as well. Without a team 
of IT professionals, how are remote 
workers and freelancers to protect 
themselves from these threats? There are 
a number of measures that can be taken 
to mitigate the risks:

1. Establish a reliable backup pro-
cess. If your information were ever 
to be encrypted by ransomware, you 

NEWS

Staying secure in a wireless world

JOHN MANOCCHIO 
Special to Moonshine Ink

SECURITY DETAIL: If you’re planning to regularly work at one of 
the area’s co-working spaces, such as the Tahoe Mountain Hub at 
Northstar (picured), or anywhere else that offers free public Wi-Fi, 
a virtual personal network (VPN) is a suggested security measure. 
Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

Virtually Vulnerable

See VULNERABLE p. 24

TRINKIE WATSON
NV BS.1022 | CA 00326518

530 582 0722
twatson@chaseinternational.com 
LakeTahoeLuxuryEstates.com

See It.  It. Love It.  It. Live It. It.
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could simply restore your 
backup instead of paying. 
Test restoring your backups 
to ensure that they work.

2. Don’t fall for phishing 
e-mails. This is ransom-
ware’s most common mode 
of transportation. As a 
general rule, if an email 
comes in unexpectedly or 
looks suspicious, simply 
delete it.

3. Apply software updates 
in a timely manner. The 
longer you delay updating, 
the longer you could be 
vulnerable to the latest 
ransomware (and other 
malware) attacks. Software 
updates should be applied 
to not only your PC or Mac, 
but also your mobile device.

4. Use antimalware and 
antivirus software, which 
can help quarantine any 
malware or virus (including 
ransomware) that does 
make it into your systems.

5. Trust HTTPS over HTTP.
Be sure that any website 
where you enter sensitive 
information is running 
HTTPS, which uses encryp-
tion and therefore is more 
secure than HTTP.

6. Look out for cloned sites.
To harvest information from 
users, attackers sometimes 
“clone” the code for a 
website and create their 
own version of it.

7. On mobile devices, look 
out for “clone” apps.
Before downloading an app, 
always check that:

» The app title is correct

» The company is 
legitimate

» The number of reviews 
or ratings is consistent 
with the app’s popularity

Perhaps one of the strongest 
cybersecurity measures is 
the use of a VPN or a virtual 
private network. A VPN is 
a service that runs on your 
computer or your mobile device 
and connects to a secure server. 
The VPN will protect your 
privacy online while providing 
a secure connection between 
your computer or mobile device 
and the fi nal destination on 

the web, which might be a 
bank account or a web-based 
work site. Transmitted data is 
protected because once the 
secure connection is made, 
internet traffi c that is transmit-
ted between your device and 
the destination is encrypted so 
that the risk of a hack is greatly 
mitigated.  

With a little diligence and 
the use of regularly available 
tools, the risk of being victim 
of a cyberattack can be greatly 
reduced.  

Reference herein to any specifi c 
commercial products, process, or 
service by trade name, trademark, 
manufacturer, or otherwise, does 
not necessarily constitute or imply 
its endorsement, recommendation, 
or favoring by Commonwealth 
Financial Network®.

~ John Manocchio (CA 
Insurance Lic# 0H73423) is an 
investment adviser representative 
with Commonwealth Financial 
Network, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Contact him at Pacifi c Crest 
Wealth Planning, jcmanocchio@
pacifi ccrestwp.com or (530) 
562-5250.

NEWS

ON THE ATTACK: Both Sierra College, above, and the Town of Truckee fell victim to 
separate cyberattacks in 2021.

Follow me

Carmen Carr
(530) 448 1643
carmen@carmencarr.com
carmencarr.com
DRE #01399136
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VULNERABLE from p. 23
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When skiers and visitors drive up the 
road into Olympic Valley, the first vision 
they have is the great wide meadow. 
Then they look up to the mountains, 
perhaps planning which lift and which 
runs they will take. From 1960 until 
1983, the next thing they would have 
noticed was Blyth Memorial Arena at 
the foot of Papoose Peak, where Andrea 
Mead Lawrence skied down carrying the 
Olympic torch to light the flame for the 
opening ceremony of the 1960 Winter 
Olympics. 

The imposing arena still dwells in the 
hearts of many locals and visitors; but 
the reason it is no longer there — and 
the creative thinking of one man who 
saved lives — is equally important to 
remember. 

Built in 1959 for 8,500 people, the 
arena held more than 10,000 people 

standing-room only to cheer for the U.S. 
Hockey Team when they defeated the 
Soviet Union and went on to win the 
gold medal match at the 1960 Olympics. 
Carol Heiss and David Jenkins made 
history with gold medal performances in 
figure skating.

With no inside supports to obstruct the 
view on the south side, spectators could 
watch speed skaters on the outdoor 
rinks, look up at the 70- and 90-meter 
ski jumps, and admire skiers swooping 
down Red Dog run. The 300-square-foot 
roof span sloped up as high as an eight-
story building.

After the Olympics, the bleachers on 
the south side of the arena were folded 
back in, and the huge indoor rink 
echoed with the whack of hockey pucks, 
as amateurs and pros scurried across 

the ice in practice sessions, summer 
camps, and serious competitions. Jimmy 
Grogan, 1960 bronze medal Olympian, 
and his wife, Barbara Wagner, Canadian 
pairs gold medalist, ran a figure skating 
program for local children and adults. 
Nightly broom hockey games were hard 
fought between teams from ski areas, 
volunteer fire departments, and other 
local groups. 

The U.S. Forest Service closed the ice 
arena for the winter of 1981 to 1982. 
Still responsible for its maintenance, they 
employed inmates from the California 
Youth Authority to shovel the one-acre 
roof — a task that could take up to 10 
days. 

The roof was not designed to carry a 
heavy load. Supported by suspension 
cables strung from 16 columns, each 
90-feet high, it was actually two separate 
structures designed to flex about 20 
inches up or down, depending on the 
snow load and the temperature. When 
heat from the ice-chilling equipment 
traveled up to the ceiling, it was sup-
posed to melt the bottom layer of snow 
on the galvanized metal roof, causing 
the snow to slide off into snowmelt pits, 
which were also heated. This ingenious 
system broke down some time in the 
1970s, perhaps after the outdoor speed 

skating rinks were removed in 1963 and 
the refrigeration method was modified. 
When the Forest Service began receiving 
complaints that the roof leaked, instead 
of replacing the caulking where the 
wire rope cables from the columns were 
attached to the roof beams — a fairly 
simple and inexpensive repair where the 
leaks occurred — they accepted a pro-
posal from a roofing company to cover 
the entire roof with a tar and aggregate 
mixture. Snow would never slide from 
that roof again. 

When Pete Bansen, assistant manager 
of Blyth Arena for the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center during their tenancy 
in 1978, learned about the new roof, 
he wrote in his diary, which he shared 
with the author, “the acceptance of 
this proposal indicated a simple lack of 
understanding of the active nature of the 
snow load management system of the 
building and effectively doomed Blyth 
Arena.” 

After winning a bid for Blyth Arena at 
an auction in 1982, Squaw Valley Ski 
Corporation hired Bansen to manage 
the building and its skating programs. 
With assistance from local skier/skaters 
Dave and Peter Onorato, who were also 
familiar with the building, they pur-
chased rental skates and a used Zamboni 
to clear the ice, repaired the refrigeration 
system, and reinstated popular programs 
from Tiny Tots in the morning to broom-

NEWS

In the Past
BY EDDY STARR ANCINAS 

Special to Moonshine Ink

A crushing 
moment in 

Olympic Valley 
history, but one 
man’s actions 

saved lives

SLUMPED DREAMS: When Blythe Memorial Arena in Olympic Valley collapsed on March 23, 1983, steel beams, galvanized steel roofing, and cable wire 
dominated the scene. Photo by Pete Bansen

See BLYTH p. 26

The Day Blyth  
Arena Fell

SOARING SKIERS: Blyth Arena’s spectators 
could watch speed skaters on the 400-meter oval 
and jumpers on the 70- and 90-meter ski jumps. 
Photo by Richard Hansen, courtesy Squaw Valley 
Ski Corporation
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ball battles at night. During daily open 
skating sessions, hundreds of skiers, 
skaters, locals, and tourists returned 
to stumble or glide around the ice 
under the cavernous ceiling, where the 
Olympic scoreboard remained fixed at: 
“USA 3-2 USSR.”

During another heavy winter in 1982/ 
1983, Bansen and the ski corporation 
watched the snow pile higher and higher 
on the roof of the arena and wondered if 
and how it should be removed. Perhaps 
they could plow it off with grooming 
machines. After some careful calcula-
tions, they determined that the weight 
and ground pressure per square foot of 
the machines were well within the roof’s 
capabilities, and they sent a snowcat to 
plow the roof. The distribution of the 
snow looked to be pretty even when 
viewed from the ground, but in some 
areas there were 4 feet of snow and in 
others as much as 8. 

As the winter wore on with snow or rain 
falling nearly every day, Bansen reported 
good attendance and excellent finances 
at the arena. A movie company was 
using a number of rooms while making 
Hot Dog … The Movie with local skiers. 

On March 23, Bansen went to the 
building at 6 a.m. to pick up the cash 
from the previous day and take it over 
to the ski corporation offices. When 
he returned, an unexplainable instinct 
caused him to look up at the ceiling. As 
his gaze followed the conduits that were 
fastened to the side of a beam in parallel 
stacks, he saw something that didn’t look 
right. “Instead of being in a neat, vertical 
stack, the upper conduits in the stack 
were bowed out, away from the beam,” 
he wrote in his diary.

On further inspection of the beams, he 
found more alarming signs. In need of 
a second opinion, he brought Jim Mott, 
assistant manager, to the scene, and 
together they looked up at the giant roof 
above them. Mott said that he couldn’t 
see anything amiss and told Bansen to 
do what he thought best.

Bansen decided to close and clear the 
building. The thought that, “Maybe noth-
ing would happen, and I’d look like an 
idiot for thinking anything was wrong,” 
as he wrote in his diary, prompted 
Bansen not to tell people why he was 
closing the building. To discourage the 
movie crew from working that day, he 

turned off the power and told them there 
was a power failure. To ensure that none 
of his staff, who had keys to the building, 
would enter, he changed all the padlocks 

on the doors. 

Then he went outside 
and walked around the 
building. “To my horror,” 
Bansen recorded in his 

diary, “the lower cables supporting the 
two beams that were deflecting were 
starting to fail. I could see several broken 
wires hanging out of the cables already, 
and periodically another would break 
with a chilling, flat ‘twang.’”

Now more convinced than ever that 
something bad was happening, Bansen 
returned to Mott, searching for a 
solution. Once again, Mott replied, “Do 
what you think best.” 

Bansen walked back across the parking 
lot. He described what happened next 
in his diary: “As I got about halfway 
across the lot there was a resounding 
boom and the center section of the 
east side of the roof collapsed. A huge 
cloud of dust rose out of the arena, and 
I remember seeing the west side roof 
bouncing up and down as it rebounded. 
Around me in the parking lot, I could 
see people turning toward the source 
of the sound and screaming. I was hor-
rified, but my immediate emotion was 
one of relief; the waiting was over.”

Bansen returned to Mott’s office to 
tell him “Blyth Arena just collapsed.” 
Then he paged the fire department and 
returned to the back gate to meet them. 

Relieved to find Bansen on the outside 
and not under the rubble, the fire chief 
asked him, “How many people do you 
think are in there, Pete?”

He replied: “There was no one in the 
building. It was closed and locked up 
when the collapse occurred.”

The building was removed in 1983. Pete 
Bansen became fire chief of Olympic 
Valley Fire Department, then known as 
Squaw Valley Fire Department, in 1993 
and retired in 2017.

~ Ski historian and author Eddy Starr 
Ancinas, descendent of a California ski 
and mountaineering family, has skied in 
the Sierra since the 1940s. As a guide for 
the International Olympic Committee at 
the 1960 Olympics, she met her husband, 
a member of the Argentine Olympic Team. 
Ancinas’s book, Squaw Valley & Alpine 
Meadows: Tales from Two Valleys, is 
available in bookstores and just released 
on Audible. Vice president of the SNOW 
Museum board of directors, she is deter-
mined to preserve the Sierra and Olympic 
history in the future SNOW Museum. 

BLYTH from p. 25

INSPIRING LEGEND: Built for the 1960 Olympic Games, the Blyth Memorial Arena impressed athletes and architects alike. Photo by Tom Lippert

BIG ICE: Blyth Arena seated 8,500 people, enough to enjoy opening ceremonies of the 1960 Olympic 
Games and glimpse the ski jump, speed skating, and figure skating facilities. Photo by Bill Briner

… AN INSTINCT CAUSED HIM TO 
LOOK UP AT THE CEILING.
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The Lake Tahoe/Truckee 
region is surrounded by 
many distinct communities, 
each with its own unique 
makeup and perspectives. 
Sometimes our differences 
are frustrating, and some-
times we paint caricatures of 
those on the “other” shore. 

Yet, as a participant in a 
recent community focus 
group stated, “There’s a 
certain ‘Tahoe vibe’ that con-
nects us all.” Call it a vibe, 
an ethos, or a culture, but 
there is something intangible 
that we all share in pursuing 
a mountain community 
lifestyle, even though it 
might be easier to make it 
somewhere else. 

A recent public opinion poll, 
Envision Tahoe Community 
Survey, conducted by the 
Tahoe Prosperity Center 
shows just how unifi ed we 
are in what we love about 
our region, what we fear, and 
what non-negotiable things 
we must confront to keep 
Tahoe a place where families 
can live, work, connect, and 
thrive. 

In many ways, the survey 
results aren’t too surprising. 

Overwhelmingly, Tahoe 
residents say they love Lake 
Tahoe, the surrounding natu-
ral beauty, and our amazing 
access to year-round outdoor 
recreation. But they are also 
worried that our housing 
crisis, traffi c congestion, 
wildfi res, vacation rentals 
and second homes threaten 
our quality of life.

We want leaders to pri-
oritize housing solutions for 
workers, develop creative 
transportation options, and 
enact restrictions on short-
term rentals, which churn 
visitors and exacerbate 
housing and traffi c concerns. 
And, to no one’s surprise, 
residents think visitors 
should help fund these solu-
tions for our communities 
and our environment.

All of this concern for Tahoe 
was refl ected in the nearly 
two-thirds of residents who 
feel we’re on the “wrong 
track.” As we might expect, 
people who are struggling 
to make ends meet, which 
disproportionally includes 
young people and commu-
nity members, are even more 
sure that Tahoe’s trajectory is 
going in the wrong direction.

What was truly surprising is 
how consistent the survey 
results were across Tahoe’s 
communities, no matter if 
you live in Truckee, South 

Lake Tahoe, or Incline 
Village.  

We had an ambitious goal 
for this survey to be one of 
the largest ever conducted 
among Tahoe residents on 
these issues, and with the 
help of our community 
partners and the local news 
media, we achieved our goal, 
receiving 1,799 responses in 
Spanish and English.

We set this goal for two 
reasons: fi rst, to maximize 
participation and ensure 
the results were inclusive; 
and second, to be able to 
compare how location, age, 
income, and other factors 
might infl uence responses 
and show areas where opin-
ions differ and thus solutions 
need to be localized.

Interestingly, virtually every 
analysis we ran showed the 
same results. Residents love 
the same things about our 
home, and see the same 
threats to its future and 
that will drive our kids and 
neighbors away. 

As concerning as the survey 
results may appear, the 

unifi ed attitude among our 
communities is a reason for 
hope. Whereas Tahoe has 
struggled to create — let 
alone pursue — a single, 
shared vision for our future, 
we now have a mandate for 
working together to plan the 
future we want and col-
laborating to make it happen 
across city, county, and state 
borders. 

Collaboration in Tahoe 
has never been easy. Just 
because we agree on our 
problems, many barriers 
remain to solving those 
problems in a collaborative 
manner. We have economic 
forces, governance issues, 
and other entrenched 
systems that, without action, 
will keep pushing us down 
the same worn paths. These 
paths have created prosper-
ity for some, but not all, and 
the gap is widening.

The challenges to maintain-
ing Tahoe as a resident 
community, with its own 
sense of place and people, 
have never been more 
urgent. And, according to 
this survey, it’s possible that 

we have never been more 
connected by a “Tahoe vibe.”

For those of you who took 
our survey: Thank you. And 
please don’t stop there. This 
is a plan created by and for 
the community. For you. 
Stay engaged and get your 
neighbors engaged, too. 
Reach out to your elected 
offi cials. The power is in the 
community to demand that 
we sit down together, have 
challenging conversations, 
and work as one united 
region. We have more in 
common than we don’t, and 
it is up to us to envision 
what Tahoe should and can 
be for current residents, and 
for generations to come. 

~ Heidi Hill Drum is the 
CEO of the Tahoe Prosperity 
Center, an innovative 
economic and community 
development nonprofi t with 
a mission of uniting Tahoe’s 
communities to strengthen 
regional prosperity. She 
lives in Tahoe Vista with her 
husband, two sons, and two 
dogs.

OPINION

Sustaining the ‘Tahoe Vibe’ Means 
There’s Work to Do 

Moonshine Ink’s Opinion section 

is a platform for our readers to share their viewpoints 
on important issues or react to Ink reporting. We 
believe open dialogue is critical for civil discourse and 
democracy, thus submissions are greatly encouraged 
(email editors@moonshineink.com). At times, staff will 
solicit opinion pieces on particular topics. 

Opinion pieces are fact-checked and edited for style and 
clarity. The author’s opinion is their own and does not 
necessarily refl ect the stance of Moonshine or its staff.

MY SHOT
By Heidi Hill Drum
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OPINION

Editor’s Note: While 
California lifted the require-
ment for students to wear 
masks in schools starting 
March 12, a recommendation 
for students to wear protective 
facial covering to slow the 
spread of Covid-19 remains 
in place. 

This My Shot was written 
prior to the announcement 
of the removal of the school 
mask mandate.

__________________________

Covering our children’s faces 
hides their joy.

Covering their joy hides their 
strength.

Covering their strength hides 
their beauty.

We need the joy, strength, and 
beauty of our children to be 
uncovered.

Masks should not be 
required in our schools.

Joy-filled relationships are 
a foundation for childhood 
development and maturity. 
Returning to joy after the 
trauma of mask mandates 
is facilitated by granting 
forgiveness. 

As our state moves toward 
dropping the mask man-
dates (as more than half 
of the states have already 
done), I am cognizant of let-
ting the children in my life 

know we can all forgive the 
persons who are delaying 
this decision to drop masks 
in schools.

Thankfully, our children’s 
strength will be honored 
and respected as we give 
them a chance to choose 
if they will wear a mask at 
school or not, and to not be 
punished if they choose to 
not wear a mask. 

Our children have used 
admirable strengths of 
obedience in the wearing of 
masks. However, I believe 
the covering of their faces 
diminishes their strength to 
be resilient in the daily ups 
and downs of school and 
home life. Strength comes 
forth as emotional immunity 
to disappointments, and 
I am so grateful for their 
emotional immunity in the 
face of many changes in 
their lives.

Freedom to breathe 
normally and not fiddle 
constantly with something 
strapped to their ears will 
create exuberance we can-
not even imagine. They will 
have instant connectivity 
with their fellow classmates 
and teachers.

A smile brightens their own 
face and the faces of those 
around them. A quivering 
lip can show their need for 
a kind word of encourage-
ment when they are sad or 
overwhelmed. A spark of 
anger in tense lips can be 
a sign that they are afraid 
and want assurance that 
everything is going to be 
okay. Laughter makes their 
hearts merry, and allowing 
the exuberance of their 
countenances to be seen 
on their faces gives others 
feelings of contentment. 
Emotion expressed in their 

faces is so beautiful.

I believe we have the 
responsibility to our chil-
dren to give them a chance 
to live unmasked in school. 
What joy, strength, and 
beauty will be spread, and 
instantaneously. Seeing their 
teacher’s smiles again will 
be exhilarating. Feeling the 
joy expressed on the faces 
of their fellow classmates 
will be truly life-giving.

~ Vicki Garrett moved to 
Tahoe City with her husband 
and two young daughters 
from Guam in 1986. She 
enjoys helping children and 
family members who struggle 
in reading, writing, spelling, 
and math. She loves to walk 
and snowshoe in the winter 
and paddleboard in the 
summer.

Masks in School Hide Childhood Joy

MY SHOT
By Vicki Garrett

Bill Smallfield left this world all too soon on Feb. 5, 
2022. Bill was born in Guelph, Ontario, Canada, on 
June 24, 1949. His family lived on the dairy farm that 
his paternal grandparents owned, where he learned at 
a young age how to drive, milk cows, and help harvest 
crops. He was free to roam the property at an early 
age, which defined how he lived his life.

In 1969, he traveled to Europe and the United 
Kingdom for a year, where he spent a large portion of 
this time in the Loch Ness area working for the Loch 
Ness Monster Society. We joke about it now but back 
then it was serious business: maintaining cameras and 
interviewing people who reported sightings, the kind 
of adventure many were seeking in 1969.

After returning home to Canada, Bill knew there was 
more of the world to see and that Canadian winters 
did not agree with him. He headed south to Saint 
Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, where his sister, Nancy, 
was working on a day tourist boat as a deckhand. He 
quickly found work on another tourist boat shuttling 
people to Buck Island and leading tours through the 
underwater coral trail. 

Bill eventually worked his way into bartending, which 
was his profession for over 30 years. Living on the 
islands allowed him to windsurf all morning, go to 
work by late afternoon, get home by 11 or 12, then 

repeat the next day. He attributed windsurfing to 
setting him on track to lead a healthy lifestyle.

In 1986, Bill moved to Tahoe City to help a friend 
open up the Ritz Cafe. He worked as manager there 
until the restaurant closed and his friend moved back 
to the islands. But Bill was smitten with the lifestyle 
here of Nordic skiing, biking, hiking, anything out-
doors, so he stayed and never looked back. During 
his time here he met his wife, Marina Marenco, who 

shared 34 wonderful years of adventures. 
His enthusiasm for life and living it to the 
fullest was an inspiration for many friends, 
young and old.

Bill is survived by his wife of 34 
years, Marina Marenco; sister, Nancy 
Lamaadar-Abrahams (Courtney); niece, 
Alia Lamaadar (Lorne); nephew, Adam 
Lamaadar (Anita); brother in-law Marco 
Marenco (Cathi); nephew Jim Marenco; 
and mother and father in-law Carlo and 
Rose Marenco.

A celebration of life will be held Sunday, 
March 27 at 3 p.m. at Olympic Village  
Inn, located at 1909 Chamonix Place in 
Olympic Valley.

If you would like to make a donation in 
Bill’s memory, Truckee Donner Land Trust, 

Truckee Trails Foundation, or Tahoe Area Mountain 
Biking Association are local organizations that align 
with Bill’s philosophy of sustainable access to the 
outdoors.

Keep his spirit in your heart and remember his smile 
and infectious enthusiasm for anything outdoors.

~ Contributed by Bill’s wife, Marina Marenco

Bill Smallfield Remembered
June 24, 1949 – Feb. 5, 2022

OBITUARY

72-YEAR-OLD Truckee resident Bill Smallfield (driving the boat, right, with 
his father on the left) died on Saturday, Feb. 5 at Stampede Reservoir when 
several ice skaters fell through the ice. The other skaters survived. Bill is 
remembered in this obituary by his wife of 34 years, Marina Marenco.
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Fake news. We worry about 
it now, and maybe it seems 
worse in this hyper-news 
age, but there’s nothing new 
about “fake news.” Attempts 
at objective journalism only 
began in the 1950s, though 
some will argue with that 
date. In the 1970s, we were 
taught to clearly rely only 
on facts or statements of 
witnesses, to never trick your 
readers, listeners, or viewers 
into believing something 
you know to be a matter of 
opinion. Those belong in an 
opinion section.

In 1995, I spent fi ve days in 
Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico, 
recording how it is the vegeta-
bles and fruit we knew in the 
U.S. as summer vegetables 
can be almost year-round. 
With Michael Marks, who 
still appears on KOVR, and 
crew, we shot at the Nogales 
border crossing, documenting 
produce inspections, and for 
several days around Culiacan, 
at farms growing tomatoes, 
cucumbers, bell peppers, and 
other salad vegetables.

After editing the reports, 
we learned the network 
had announced an upcom-
ing piece highly critical 
of Mexican produce. The 
report was a hit piece on 
Mexican produce. With 
innuendo, misrepresentation, 
and video edited to mislead 
viewers, three separate 
reports from a Miami station 
had been cobbled together 
into one rambling rant of 
sensationalism. 

The network report had three 
themes: One, Mexican people 
are gross because they pee 
and poop in the fi elds, and 
use “illegal” pesticides. Two, 

the U.S. government fails to 
protect us because it doesn’t 
inspect enough imported 
produce, and there is no 
federal law requiring country-
of-origin labels in grocery 
stores. Three, little children 
pick the produce, and are 
harmed by these pesticides 
and fi lthy conditions. Some 
of the tricks employed were 
selectively fi lming:

• A tiny hole in an irrigation 
main sprayed water into 
dusty soil near tomato 
vines. Dust from dry soil 
covered water fl owed 
down the furrow. In one 
shot, the leak was visible. 
In a subsequent shot, 
only dirty water appeared. 
The accompanying audio 
spoke over those images: 
“There’s no toilets so the 
people have to go to the 
bathroom in the fi elds, 
it runs into the crops …” 
Muddy water fl owing past 
tomato plants, portrayed 
as sewage. 

• Women washing clothing 
at an outdoor laundry 
table near the fi elds 
included a close-up of a 
very young girl working to 
scrub a garment. Another 
shot showed water drip-
ping down into a pit below 
the washing surface. Once 
again, there was mud. The 
audio: “The little children 
try to wash the pesticides 
out of their clothes, but 
it’s hard …” And the video 
of the water dripping into 
the pit was used over 
this, with audio: “There 
are open pit latrines right 
in the fi eld …” Soapy 
water dripping into a pit 
was implied to be pee 
splashing into a latrine. 
The tip-off was detergent 
bottles in both shots.

• The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture had used 
Mexican-grown strawber-
ries in a school-lunch 
program dessert. A girl 
contracted a serious 
infection. The rightfully 
angry mother railed 
about her daughter’s 
condition, demanding to 

know what was in that 
dessert! The berries had 
sat in a USDA frozen food 
facility for a year. Yet, the 
voiceover continued on 
the same theme: “Those 
strawberries were grown 
in MMMMEXico.” 
(Pronunciation key; if 
you’ve ever said the “MF” 
word after hitting your 
thumb with a hammer, 
that’s how the M-E-X of 
Mexico was said.)

• A scene showing water 
pumped from a pond in 
which a couple of animal 
hides lay, and the reporter 
claimed the water was 
to be used to irrigate 
crops. In a sound bite 
by a representative of 
Centers for Science in 
the Public Interest stated, 
“That water is not fi t for 
drinking; it is not fi t for 
washing produce in …” 
and then she was cut off 
mid-sentence. It seemed 
to me she was about to 
say, “but there is no reason 
it cannot be used to water 
crops.” 

In fact, Mexican growers, 
having less abundant water, 
invested heavily in drip 
irrigation. Water goes directly 

to the roots. Contamination 
of harvested produce is 
rare, and most produce is 
washed in clean water prior 
to shipping. (You should wash 
your produce before putting 
it away.*)

Sleight of hand tricks and 
innuendo continued. Mexican 
produce growers compete 
with Florida growers for 
American grocery dollars dur-
ing the winter months. The 
reporter, based in Miami, was 
shilling for Florida growers. 
Mexican produce grow-
ers hired me to produce a 
rebuttal video. I roamed rural 
Sinaloa without my reporter, 
recording packing processes, 
water purifi cation, and 
laboratory testing for pesti-
cide residue. That video went 
to grocery chain produce 
buyers, and every member 
of Congress. My report was 
equally biased, but in favor of 
Mexican-grown produce, but 
it wasn’t presented as jour-
nalism. And I used no fake 
shots. The country-of-origin 
bill died in Congress.

Critical analysis of the news 
media is highly lacking. Fact 
checkers themselves often 
have an agenda. News audi-
ences have dwindled, revenue 

has shrunk. There are dozens 
and dozens of news sources 
available to us, and generally 
we select those that offer a 
view that agrees with our own 
bias. Your job is to seek out 
multiple sources of informa-
tion, and analyze and dissect 
the language used, look up 
claims made, talk to your 
circles, then fi nd the truth by 
peering through the lies. In 
these days, with the blizzard 
of news sources and podcasts, 
seeing your way can be 
diffi cult. As Abe Lincoln said, 
“Don’t believe everything you 
read on Twitter.”

*Always wash all produce 
except, perhaps, mushrooms. 
That’s your choice.

~ Andrew Meblin worked in 
television news production 
in California for 25 years, 
then taught social science. He 
moved to Truckee with his wife 
full-time in 2019. Andrew pro-
duced for both Joe Carcione’s 
Greengrocer reports about 
fresh produce, and for Michael 
Marks, Your Produce Man, 
who appears still on KOVR, 
Channel 13, in Sacramento. 
More of his work can be found 
at maddog5.substack.com.

OPINION

Shine On

Poisonous Produce or Profound Propaganda?

MY SHOT
By Andrew Meblin

Shine On
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READERS 
REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com

In response to The Snow 
Must Go On

Kudos to Rainbow GIrls, 
Royal Jelly Jive, and 
Marty O’Reilly & The Old 
Soul Orchestra
All three bands are lights-out 
performers. Love them <3

~ Todd Wees, via Insta-
gram

In response to A Numbers 
Game: Short-Term Versus 
Long-Term Renting and 
Why People Are Choosing 
Which

Deed Restrict the Second 
Homies
The article points out that in 
general, second homeowners 
would make more money 
long-term renting rather than 
short-term renting but they 
aren’t going to because they 
want to be able to use their 
homes. We need more homes 
that are deed-restricted so 
that they can’t be bought by 
the second homies. That’s 
the only way we are going to 
preserve affordable housing 
stock.

~ Nick Pullen, North Lake 
Tahoe, via Instagram

In response to Remember-
ing Bill Smallfi eld 

Heart Out to Those Who 
Knew Him
Oh Marina, my heart goes 
out to you. Remembering 
some amazing XC skis with 
you and Bill, and his always 
get-out-there-and-have-fun 
attitude.

~ Tim Hauserman, Tahoe 
City, via Facebook 

Good Living Cut Short 
72 years of living rather 
than 72 years old. Good liv-
ing cut short. So sorry.

~ Scott Berelson, Truckee, 
via Facebook

In response to A Case for 
Newsprint

Losing an Art
I’m a former printer in 
Reno. Less and less news-
print through our doors as 
time keeps rolling. 

~ Däve Hähn, Reno, via 
Facebook

In response to mask man-
dates in schools

Unanswered Questions
On Dec. 27, 2021, I sent a 
letter to the Tahoe Truckee 
Unifi ed School District 
Superintendent and Board 
of Education Trustees to 

provide me with the statu-
tory authority that permits 
the Tahoe Truckee Unifi ed 
School District to adminis-
ter medical advice/interven-
tions and/or have any say on 
a student’s medical health 
care choices. On Dec. 30, 
2021 I received a letter from 
the district attorney, stat-
ing: “The CDPH Guidance 
for K-12 Schools was issued 
pursuant to a June 11, 2021 
State Health Offi cer Order, 
expressly based on Health & 
Safety Code § 120140, which 
states: ‘Upon being informed 
by a health offi cer of any 
contagious, infectious, or 
communicable disease the de-
partment may take measures 
as necessary to ascertain the 
nature of the disease and pre-
vent its spread.’ The District, 
as such, is obligated to com-
ply with CDPH orders.”

As far as I’m concerned, 
the attorney did not address 
the merits of my questions. 
I attempted to attend board 
meetings in January only to 
be denied access and blocked 
to offer public comment.I 
sent a formal complaint to the 
superintendent on Jan. 26, 
and I have not received any 
communication from TTUSD. 
In my quest for a truthful 
discussion, I feel that I am 
being purposely ignored. 

~ Erik Smakulski, via letter

In response to TCPUD 
oridnance

NIMBYism at its Finest
The Tahoe City Public Utility 
District has just passed 
Ordinance 305 which bans 
virtually all commercial 
activity at the Lake Forest 
Boat Ramp. It is so broad 
in its reach that it only will 
allow use by boat owners, 
commercial use by contrac-
tors working on Lake Front 
homes, and boat storage 
facilities launching boats for 
boat owners. 

Any less privileged resident 
or visitor who does not own 
their own boat, and does 
not know how to trailer a 
rental boat themselves, will 
no longer be allowed to hire 
a professional to tow the 
rented boat and trailer in, 
and launch it on their behalf. 
Handicapped boat renters, 

who overwhelmingly fall on 
the lower end of the eco-
nomic spectrum, will not be 
allowed to rent a boat off-site 
and hire a professional to 
launch the boat or drive it on 
their behalf. This is nothing 
more than NIMBYism at 
its fi nest. It is a roughly a 
10-plus million dollar blow 
to the local economy, puts 
seven to 10 small businesses 
out of business, and puts 
nearly 50 summer employees 
out of work. In a disgusting 
oversight, the ordinance bans 
picnicking at the property, 
even though there is an exist-
ing lakeside picnic area with 
tables, a beach, and a large 
grassy fi eld. Solutions to 
the congestion and parking 
problems at the ramp due to 
low water levels fell on deaf 
ears. 

~ Cooper Waldron, Tahoe 
City, via letter

OPINION

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
P U Z Z L E  PA G E ,  P.  4 6

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

We want to know what you think 
of our coverage of local news, 
mountain life, arts, and culture.

We want to hear about the topics 
you care about in the community. 

Send letters to the editor to 
editors@moonshineink.com to see 
your name and thoughts in print!

Have a thought?

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“I DO NOT 
TRY TO PLAY 
A ROLE. I 
FEEL GOOD 
BEING 
MYSELF 
AND SAYING 
WHAT I 
THINK.” 

~ VOLODYMYR 
ZELENSKY
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In the month of February, the Tahoe Sierra MLS experienced a 20% decrease in sales volume compared 
to the previous month. Forty-fi ve homes sold in February, down from the 56 that sold in January. The 

median price increased 32% to $1.4 million. During the month of February, there were a total of 57 homes 
listed for sale, up from 49 listings in January, with homes on the market for an average of 37 days. For 
comparison purposes, in previous years there were 70 listings in February 2021 and 277 in February 2020.

~ Bill  Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe Luxury Properties
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Every year 50,000 people 
end up in the emergency 
room with accidental carbon 
monoxide poisoning — but 
they’re the lucky ones. 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 430 people die 
each year due to accidental 
poisoning from this silent 
killer.

Carbon monoxide leaks can 
happen at any time of year 
resulting from everyday 
appliances that utilize gas 
or propane, like clothes 
dryers and water heaters. 
The winter months bring 
increased risk as people are 
more likely to use various 
heating devices.

“The combination of 
increased use of fuel 
burning devices, along with 
doors and windows being 
closed and limiting the 
amount of fresh air circulat-
ing in a home in times of 
cold weather, increase the 
risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning during winter 
months,” North Tahoe Fire 
Protection District Chief 
Steve Leighton explained in 
an email to Moonshine Ink.  

Carbon monoxide is a gas 
created when fuels like 
gasoline, wood, coal, natural 
gas, propane, oil, and 
methane fail to completely 
burn.

“There are a multitude of 
reasons for incomplete 

combustion, such as smol-
dering logs, a pilot light 
that is ‘on’ and releasing 
gas, but the flame has been 
blown out, etc. Blocked 
vents after a heavy snowfall 
could also increase the 
chances of carbon monoxide 
poisoning,” Leighton noted. 
“[Carbon monoxide] is 
extremely pervasive as it has 
a specific gravity similar to 
ambient air. This means [it] 
can easily spread all over 
a house. A malfunctioning 
forced air furnace can very 
quickly charge an entire 
house with dangerous levels 
of carbon monoxide.”

Aside from snow-covered 
vents, the winter months 
bring other poisoning and 
leakage risks. During power 
outages, improperly oper-
ated portable generators can 
result in carbon monoxide 
seepage into the home. 
Leighton stressed that 
portable generators should 
be kept outdoors and far 
away from open doors, 
windows, and vents to avoid 
a buildup of toxic levels of 
carbon monoxide indoors. 
Propane leaks can also be 
a danger, so snow stakes 
should be used to indicate 
the locations of the tank, 
valve, regulator, plumbing 
— any component related 
to propane use that could 
sustain damage. Heavy 
snow, shifting and shedding 
snow, as well as ‘glacial 
shifting’ that occurs from 
the thawing and freezing 
of snow and ice, are also 
potential hazards.

“Propane runs similar to 
the way water does, so if a 
snow load creates a leak or 
loosens a connection, the 
propane will flow under 
the snow following terrain 
features and will pool when 

it gets to a low point, where 
it will off-gas or find a 
source of ignition,” Leighton 
explained. “This creates 
the risk of a fire/explosion 
if the leak finds an ignition 
source, or carbon monoxide 
poisoning if it does not 
combust. This could impact 
multiple houses, not just the 
location of the leak.”

The Carbon Monoxide 
Poisoning Prevention Act, 
requiring the installation of 
carbon monoxide alarms in 
every single-family home 
with an attached garage 
or fossil fuel source, went 
into effect in California on 
July 1, 2011. So, with most 
alarms having a seven-year 
sealed battery, those detec-
tors installed when the law 
passed are now expired and 
due for replacement. In 
addition, inner components 
can degrade over time, 
which is also a cause for 
replacement every five to 
seven years.

“If a dwelling hasn’t had an 
activity that would require 
an inspection since the code 
was adopted, a homeowner 
may not be aware of this 
important safety require-
ment,” Leighton added.

Neighboring Nevada, which 
also requires carbon mon-
oxide detectors in all new 
construction, similarly does 
not require retrofitting older 
homes with the devices but 
does strongly recommend 
their use by residents.

The maximum recom-
mended carbon monoxide 
level is 9 parts per million, 
and while it’s well known 
that carbon monoxide is 
colorless, odorless, and 
tasteless, most people are 
not aware that carbon 

monoxide has over 200 
times the affinity with 
hemoglobin than oxygen 
does, the chief explained. 
This means hemoglobin is 
200 times more likely to 
grab onto carbon monoxide 
than it would oxygen.

“It will literally bump 
oxygen off of a molecule 
of hemoglobin,” he said. 
“Once carbon monoxide 
attaches to hemoglobin it’s 
very difficult to get rid of it. 
It binds to carbon monoxide 
210 times more tightly than 
oxygen. Carbon monoxide 
has a half-life in the blood of 
four to six hours, requiring 
high dose and sometimes 
even hyperbaric oxygen 
to get it out of a victim’s 
system.”

In his department, 
Leighton’s firefighters 
say they’ve seen more 
individuals killed by carbon 
monoxide poisoning than 
they have by fires.

“Carbon monoxide poison-
ing is very insidious,” he 
said. “It starts off gradually, 
mimicking cold and flu 
symptoms, altitude sick-
ness, or even just general 
fatigue. Malaise and fatigue 
impair the victim’s ability 
to take action. Cognitive 
ability becomes gradually 
and unnoticeably impaired. 
Then, a victim feels com-
pelled to just take a nap — a 
very treacherous and deadly 
slippery slope that traps its 
victims.” 

HOME FRONT

Silent But Deadly
Carbon monoxide poisoning risk  

increases in winter

REAL-TIME THREAT: In 2019, Thanksgiving dinner came to an abrupt halt for 
actress Anna Faris and her family when they began to fall ill from the effects of 
carbon monoxide poisoning while on holiday at their North Lake Tahoe home. 
Courtesy screenshot

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

SPACE IT UP
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It is no secret that there is 
a workforce housing crisis 

in the Lake Tahoe region. 
While every public agency 
seems to be aware of the 
problem and talks about 
taking steps to alleviate it, 
individuals and small busi-
nesses in the trenches report 
that they run into a buzz 
saw of challenges and red 
tape that make the process 
of creating housing nearly 
impossible. 

One of those frustrated people is Scott 
Stine. Years ago, he was lucky enough 
to rent a small, inexpensive cabin that 
was part of a larger group of fi ve cab-
ins in Homewood. It was one of the 
only places around that he could rent 
for cheap. After renting for a year, 
Stine went on to purchase the lot of 
fi ve 300-square-foot cabins. They were 
built in 1910, are tiny, and need lots 
of work, but have always been popular 
with long-term renters because they 
give each person his or her own space 
to get away from roommates.

“I kept the local thing going, kept the 
rents cheap, and everyone is happy 
with their little space,” Stine told 
Moonshine Ink. “But then I decided to 
upgrade the units to make it nicer for 
a local to rent, and it has turned into 
this huge disaster.”

Stine went to Sagan Design Group 
to help him get through the process 
of obtaining permits to upgrade the 
units. (The permit process itself is yet 
another part of the problem. It is so 
complicated that an owner looking 

to make improvements 
that require permits has to 
hire an expert to navigate 
through the process).

“They told me it should take 
a year to get a permit. Here 
we are fi ve years later, and 
no permits,” Stine said. “It 
took a year and a half with 
the fi re district to approve 
the plans, and the [Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency] 

took forever because the cabins are 
historic.”

When Placer County approval was 
fi nally obtained, Stine was told that 
his time had expired on fi re district 
approval and that new, more-strin-
gent codes had been instituted.

In another potentially expensive 
complication, Stine was told he would 
have to install a 1000-foot water line 
to a fi re hydrant. He had to hire a 
water location expert who found a 
water line that would be much less 
expensive to build right behind the 
property.

“There are all sorts of little things 
like this that have really held up the 
process,” he noted. 

Sagan Design Group’s Rick 
Thompson said the project has 
been challenging partly because the 
dilapidated conditions of the current 
cabins required relocation and new 
construction. In addition, the lot’s 
close proximity to other proper-
ties and tight access made the fi re 
department requirements diffi cult 
and expensive.

“Stine’s efforts have been humon-
gous,” Thompson said. “Hopefully all 
this is going to work for him.” 

And it’s not just the delays in getting 
approvals that have been frustrating. 
“When we started the project, building 
costs were much lower,” Thompson 
explained. “It’s ridiculous how much 
they are going up. It’s up to $600 a 
square foot.”

No matter how you slice it, that is a 
lot of money to spend, especially when 
your desire is to rent the cabins to 
locals as long-term rentals. 

A true irony of the situation is that as 
Stine is trying to get approval to keep 
long-term housing in our community, 
the lack of affordable housing is partly 
what infl ates the cost of construction: 
A shortage of tradespeople living in 
the area has driven up labor costs. 

“There is a real permit crisis,” Stine 
said. “They are literally making it 

economically infeasible to do it. After 
the cost that I’ve incurred trying to get 
permits, I might not be able to rent 
them to locals anymore. I’ve spent 
$100,000 already and don’t even have 
a permit.”

Stine estimates it might cost close to a 
million dollars to fi nish the project — 
if he can get the permits. He currently 
charges $750 a month for the small 
units.

“I don’t want to be a huge drag on 
people’s income,” he said. But after 
spending that much money, even dou-
bling the rents might not be feasible. 

Stine expressed frustration with his 
sense that public agencies don’t care 
about how much things cost and that 
they act like it is a cost the owner can 
just pass on to others.

“We are trying to keep the local thing 
going,” he said. “I’m offering the 
housing that we need.” 
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Long-Term Issues
Permit woes stifl e those seeking 

to grow the LTR market

MORE MONEY, MORE PROBLEMS: Scott Stine has been trying to keep rent at an affordable price 
for the renters of his fi ve small Homewood cabins (pictured), but extra costs due to continued delays 
in getting approvals, and increased construction prices as labor costs keep climbing, may hamper his 
plan. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

REAL RENTALS
By Tim Hauserman

Special to Moonshine Ink
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The American Robin’s 
Springtime Homecoming 
Once the snow melts and a little 
warmth creeps back into both the 
woods and our bones, my husband 
and I will drag our pillows and 
comforter down the stairs and out 
to our back deck. I’ve written of 
this before: We sleep outside in an 
open-air bedroom all spring, sum-
mer, and fall. 

It is now March, and while we 
haven’t heard them yet, our early 
morning alarm clocks should arrive 
back soon. “Wake up! The sun is 
about to rise over the horizon,” the 
birds will sing out to us once again. 
From this early dawn declaration, 
we will slowly emerge from our foam 
mattress, open the back-deck door, 
and start our busy day just as the 
robins had called upon us to do.  

The American robin, also known as 
Turdus migratorious (yes, the name 
sounds like a fourth-grade joke), 

arrives in the Tahoe/Truckee region 
once its food is uncovered from the 
depths of winter. They had left us in 
the fi rst place for just that reason: 
to fi nd available insects, seeds, and 
berries. But where did they go? 
Turns out, not far. Come the fi rst 
big snowstorm they head to Nevada 
City, Grass Valley, Auburn, or Reno. 
They’re not big travelers, at least 
not in our area, even as their species 
name, migratorious, might suggest.

According to Edward Beedy, co-
author of Birds of the Sierra Nevada: 
Their Natural History, Status, and 
Distribution, “American robins are 
residents on both sides of the Sierra 
and do not undertake any long-dis-

tance migrations. They move around 
in response to local food supplies and 
are affected by weather conditions, 
especially snow cover.” As for their 
exodus, Beedy says that when robins 
move to lower elevations, they’ll 
sometimes gather in large groups of 
up to 100 or more where they often 
form large communal roosts.  

The American robin is one of the 
most widespread birds in North 
America. Check out the year-round 
sightings map on the Cornell Lab 
website and you’ll be amazed at 
the prevalence of this common 
redbreast. From 2017 to 2022, 
Turdus migratorious was spotted 
throughout North America in every 
state in the United States (except 
Hawaii),  along with Canada, Alaska, 
and Mexico, with very rare sightings 
in Iceland, Central America, the 
Bahamas, and Cuba. They’re even 
fairly common in the Alaskan tundra, 
where Beedy was once a naturalist 
and tour guide at Denali National 
Park and saw them in numbers daily.

Melodious Alarm Clock
When I contacted doctoral candi-
date Ben Sonnenberg, a graduate 
student studying bird behavior at 
the University of Nevada, Reno, we 
talked a little about our local robins’ 

short 

migration 
path, but we 
mainly discussed 
their songs, thought to be one of the 
most melodious of all birds. 

“Sometimes it sounds like they’re 
singing two notes at once, doesn’t it, 
two unrelated pitches?” he said. I had 
to think about it for a minute, and 
concluded that yes, it does seem their 
songs are multilayered.

Robins have a syrinx (seer-inx) he 
tells me, as do all thrushes, bluebirds, 
and other birds belonging to the 
Turdidae or thrush family (Order: 
Passeriformes or perching bird). In 
fact, nearly all birds sing through this 
organ. The few exceptions include 
New World vultures — turkey 
vultures and condors — and storks. 
Instead of singing, they screech, hiss, 
grunt, and clack.       

As with many other terms in our 
modern-day vocabulary, the origin 
of the word “syrinx” traces way back 
to Greek mythology. In the story, 
of which there are many versions, 
the god Pan chases after the nymph 
Syrinx through the woods. When they 
reach the river Ladon, Syrinx pleads 
for an escape from Pan’s clutches 
and is turned into reeds. Mourning 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

BY EVE QUESNEL
Special to Moonshine Ink

BABY BLUES:
According to 

The Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, an 

American robin 
can produce three 

successful broods in 
a single year. On 
average, only 

40% of nests 
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short 

path, but we 
mainly discussed 
their songs, thought to be one of the 
most melodious of all birds. 

According to 
The Cornell Lab 

of Ornithology, an 
American robin 

can produce three 
successful broods in 
a single year. On 
average, only 

40% of nests 

successfully 
produce young, 

however, with 
around 25% of 

those fl edged young 
surviving to November. 

Approximately half of 
the robins alive in any 
year will make it to the 

next. Photos by Ben 
Sonnenberg
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his loss, Pan sighs and hears the wind in 
the reeds that creates a beautiful sound. 
Captivated by the sweet notes, he fashions 
the wetland stalks into a musical instrument, 
a panpipe, later called a syrinx, so that he 
can carry his loved one with him forever. 

So how does this relate to the robin or birds in 
general? What exactly is this song producing 
organ, and how does it work?

Birdnote.org defi nes the syrinx as “a set of 
muscles and membranes located where the 
two branches of the bronchial tubes converge 
to become the trachea.” An image of this 
organ could be likened to the knob at the top 
of the two branches of a wishbone, the two 
divisions being the bronchial tubes stemming 
from the lungs. 

In mammals and reptiles, sound is produced 
by the larynx, which has little folds of tissue 
that vibrate when air passes over them. 
Birds possess a larynx, too, but it’s used 
strictly for breathing and eating. For birds, 
songs are all about the syrinx. Air is pushed 
through the organ to be directed, like a 
valve, to either one or both bronchial tubes, 
or switched from side to side (thus produc-
ing different notes). Birds vary the volume 
and pitch by altering the air pressure passing 
from the lungs to the syrinx and by varying 

the tension exerted by the syringeal muscles 
on the membranes. As well, nearly 100% 
of the air is used for sound production by 
the syrinx as opposed to around 2% by the 
human larynx. No wonder a robin’s song is 
so complex, loud, and often long!

While a robin might seem too common a 
bird to care much about, listen to its sweet 
melody — cheerily, cheerio, cheerily, cheerio. 
Yes, there are times my husband and I 
wish the dawn chorus wasn’t so darn early, 
sometimes thirty minutes before the sun 
crests the mountains. Why so early, anyway? 
Several theories point to a robin calling 
out to a mate when the air is still and the 
sound is clearer. Or it’s dark and thus too 
early to see in the light to forage, so might 
as well sing. Or it’s a good time to inform 

their competitors, other male robins, or 
their predators — crows, hawks, owls, and 
raccoons — of their presence. Who can tell?

Most days, however, we’re happy to listen to 
the dawn chorus and to be informed the sun 
will soon make its way to our covers. There 
are worse ways to wake up and greet the 
day, we often say to one another. How lucky 
we are to have our own concert right out our 
back door. Bravo, chickadees, nuthatches, 
jays, and robins! We raise the light on our 
phones to your sunrise symphony. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

THEY’RE NOT BIG TRAVELERS, AT LEAST NOT IN OUR AREA, EVEN 
AS THEIR SPECIES NAME, MIGRATORIOUS, MIGHT SUGGEST.

WEATHERING 
THE STORM:

Many American 
robins are known to remain in their breeding grounds throughout the winter months.
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS

In the late 
1970s and 

early 1980s, Larry 
Prosor was a fl edgling 
Tahoe photographer 
when he met a young 
skier named Scot Schmidt. 
Prosor shot Schmidt skiing 
off the Palisades at Squaw 
Valley (now Palisades Tahoe) 
over a few winters, drove the 
photos to Powder Magazine’s offi ce 
in Southern California, and ended up 
with a nine-page photo spread and center 
page poster called Ski to Die, launching 
both his and Schmidt’s careers. The begin-
ning of extreme skiing was born.

Since that time, Prosor’s name has been closely 
intertwined not only with Schmidt, but also 
with freeskiing and Tahoe. He went on to a widely 
successful photography career that spanned more 
than four decades and took him all over the world as 
he continued to shoot skiing but also expanded into 
the sports of kayaking, whitewater rafting, and mountain 
biking. He also did commercial photography for some of the 
biggest brands in outdoor sports including North Face, Rip 
Curl, and Patagonia. But more than anything, it remains Prosor’s 
photos of the early days of extreme skiing in Tahoe that helped him 
make his mark on photography, put Squaw Valley on the map as the 
birthplace of freesking, and change the future of the sport.

“Before this time most of the ski industry gravitated toward racing or 
freestyle, anything that was judged or had a very clear result,” said local 
cinematographer Tom Day, whose work with Prosor in the ’80s helped start his 
career as a professional freeskier. “That’s where the industry was banking advertise-
ment on. A lot of Larry’s photos in the late ’70s and early ’80s defi ned more of a 
freeskiing entity to advertising. Larry was a big factor in that in the U.S.”

Prosor, now 65, grew up in Palos Verdes in Southern California, where he started surfing 
and soon branched out to skiing. He started taking photos at age 12 after his grandfather 
gave him his old Minolta 35mm camera with a handheld light meter. In 1975, while taking 
racquetball and surfing classes at a junior college, he learned from a friend about a caretaking 
position for Chico State’s cabin on Tahoe’s West Shore. At only 19, he got the job, bought a season 
pass at Squaw Valley, and skied 120 days that season even though it was a drought year.

After his lucky break with Powder, Prosor got another opportunity when Warren Miller saw his photos 
in the magazine and asked him to do still photography alongside cinematographer Gary Nate for the 1983 
movie Ski Time. Prosor showed Nate around Squaw Valley and introduced him to local skiers like Schmidt, 

BY MELISSA SIIG
Special to Moonshine Ink

Larry Prosor ’s photos of the early days of extreme 
skiing in Tahoe had an indelible impact on the sport

Photos By

LOVELY LINES: Scot Schmidt testing his 
edges on the fringes of Alpine Meadows.

BE THAT PHOTO THAT WHEN PEOPLE LOOKED 
AT A PAPER CALENDAR ON A WALL, THEY 
WISHED THEY WERE THERE.”                 

~ LARRY PROSOR
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS

whose appearance in Ski 
Time marked the beginning 
of an almost 20-year relation-
ship with Warren Miller that 
included 10 movies.

Schmidt’s role in the ski fl ick 
helped get the word out about 
Squaw Valley and its Palisades 
run, according to Prosor.

“The Palisades was such a big 
Roman coliseum for watching 
people pitching,” Prosor said. 
“Like any amphitheater, it 
certainly had an audience.”

Before the Warren Miller 
movie, Prosor said, Schmidt 
had no sponsors and no expo-
sure other than the Powder 
Magazine article. Both their 
careers blossomed in tandem.

“Scott and I basically worked 
together in a collaborative 
way to help grow our careers,” 
said Prosor, who refl ected that 

one of his favorite parts of 
his photography journey was 
watching Schmidt evolve into 
a professional skier. Schmidt 
would go on to become a North 
Face athlete and with the 
company developed his own 
line of skiwear, Steep Tech. He 
also skied for K2 and Salomon.

Cinematographer Day watched 
the skier and photographer 
climb the ranks together.

“His relationship with Scot 
Schmidt was very much a 
two-way street,” Day said. “It 
certainly helped launch Scot’s 
career. And it was really Scot 
who opened the door for so 
many skiers to follow his path, 
and Larry was instrumental in 
that, creating that direction for 
skiers through Scot.”

One of Prosor’s most iconic 
photos of Schmidt was 
taken in 1984 before all of 

his sponsorships. Prosor 
dressed Schmidt in a red 
one-piece with red boots 
and snapped him coming off 
rocks and turns on a powder 
day above Emerald Bay. The 
photo graced the cover of Ski 
Magazine the following year. 

“That opened my eyes about 
working with quality lighting — 
be there at sunrise if you can, 
get scenic backdrops if you 
can, and be willing to outwork 
the other guys,” Prosor said.

He also developed a mission 
statement for himself: “Be that 
photo that when people looked 
at a paper calendar on a wall, 
they wished they were there.”

Day, who started off as a skier 
for Warren Miller and since the 
year 2000 has been the Warren 

Miller company’s principal 
cinematographer, attributes 
Prosor’s success to his skills 
and use of the mountains.

“Technically, he knew how 
to take a picture,” Day said. 
“Creatively, Larry really had 
a good way to put the human 
element into a natural scene. 
He really used Mother Nature 
to enhance what the experi-
ence was all about.”

Prosor said his career really 
took off after traveling around 
ski resorts in the West, where 
he met David Stoecklein, 
whom he called the “god of 
sports photography,” in Sun 
Valley. At the time, Prosor 
was also shooting photos for 
the Nevada Department of 
Tourism and Stoecklein had 
seen some of his rodeo photos 

and the spread in Powder. 
Stoecklein advised him to 
do what he had been doing 
— publish his own postcards 
and calendars. Prosor took his 
advice and in 1986 launched 
Fine Line Productions with 
his business partner David 
Zischke, printing their own 
line of Tahoe postcards, 
calendars, and coffee table 
books using Prosor’s photos.

Another highlight of Prosor’s 
career was witnessing the 
infancy of snowboarding and 
shooting some of the pioneers 
in Tahoe’s backcountry: Bonnie 
and Jim Zellers and Tom 
Burt. He also photographed a 
9-year-old Shaun White — who 
now holds the world record for 
the most X Games gold medals 

SKIING WILD: Larry Prosor’s photos captured the beautiful feats of Tahoe’s early 
freeskiers. Clockwise from top left: Pre-fame Scot Schmidt lays the foundations 
of his reputation as a talented skier on the Palisades at Squaw Valley and next, 
showing his signature style and catching some air in Estelle Bowl at Alpine 
Meadows (both areas now collectively known as Palisades Tahoe). Schmidt 
pushes the margins with Mike Wiegele’s Heli Skiing, B.C., Canada, in a no-
fall zone with a turn that landed him the cover of a K2 ad. A pristine Alpine 
Meadows powder morning for Tom Burt and the smiling photographer.
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and Olympic gold medals by a snowboarder — and his 
family at Boreal.

After decades of shooting heli-skiing in Alaska and 
British Colombia and doing commercial photography 
for K2, Marmot, and North Face, as well as shooting 
for Alpine Meadows and Sugar Bowl, in 2004 Prosor 
was burnt out. He sold his publishing company to his 
partner and moved to New Zealand with his family. A 
bit intimated by the rise of digital photography, Prosor 
put down his camera for around seven years, until his 
son Will, who is a cinematographer, encouraged him to 
pick it back up. They now shoot farms in New Zealand 
together as part of an ad campaign.

Prosor has also shifted his focus away from skiing and 
returned to his roots with surfi ng.

“If I don’t put on another ski boot, that doesn’t bother 
me at all,” he said. “Surfi ng gives me more satisfaction 
than skiing. Chasing snow and living in the cold doesn’t 
appeal to me that much anymore.”

Prosor has also taken up screenwriting. He wrote a 
novel called Dream Walker that Barrie Osborne, who 
lives in New Zealand and California and produced The 
Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King with director 

Peter Jackson (for which they won an Oscar) and The 
Great Gatsby remake, was interested in. Prosor worked 
with Osborne to develop a TV series called Ricochet that 
is currently being shopped to streaming platforms.

“Basically I am a storyteller, visually, at heart,” Prosor 
said. “I am a creative at heart.” 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

PHOTOGRAPHER from p. 37

“If I don’t put on another ski boot, that doesn’t bother 

CATCHING AIR: (Clockwise from top left) Scot Schmidt tree 
hugs an old growth elder at Mount Baldy. Schmidt carves 
a turn on a frozen wave of untracked powder with Mike 
Wiegele’s Heli Skiing. Jim Zellars leads the way on a multi-
day adventure/photo shoot into the backcountry depths of 
the Sierra. Larry Prosor (photo by Will Prosor) got his fi rst 
camera, a Minotla 35 mm, as a gift from his grandfather. His 
big break came when his images of Squaw Valley skier Scot 
Schmidt hit the pages of Powder Magazine.

"Little changes can 
make big waves! I 
try my best to live 
green by reducing 
single-use plastics 

and picking up trash 
whenever I see it."LOCAL VOICES

MAKING CLIMATE CHOICES

Share your voice & join us on
VisitTruckeeTahoe.com/LocalVoices

This could 
be you!
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In a culture 
brimming 

with processed 
convenience 
foods, the old adage, “You are what 
you eat,” has perhaps never been 
more relevant. An increasing body of 
research is tying inflammation-causing 
foods to chronic diseases like diabetes, 
heart disease, cancer, Alzheimer’s, 
dementia, endocrine disruption, and 
autoimmune disorders.

“Inflammation is a part of your body’s 
normal response to infection or injury,” 
explains the renowned Mayo Clinic on 
its website. “It’s when your damaged 
tissue releases chemicals that tell white 
blood cells to start repairing. But some-
times, inflammation is low-grade, spread 
throughout the body, and chronic.”

It’s when this continued inflammatory 
presence in your system is prolonged day 
in and day out that inflammation can be 
somewhat hazardous to your health.

“Our immune systems are overworked 
and underappreciated, leaving them 
out of balance and struggling to keep 
us healthy,” said Kaila Cruttenden, 
a Truckee practitioner who treats 
everything from chronic pain to 
digestive issues to depression through 
acupuncture, functional medicine, herbs, 
nutrition, and mindset. “We all have 
control over what we put in our bodies, 
and this can be the difference between 
living a long, healthy life or struggling 
through medications and procedures. 
Food is medicine and what you choose 
to put in your body matters.”

When it comes to causing or exacerbat-
ing inflammation, processed foods 

are the biggest culprits: sugar, 
refined carbohydrates, trans and 
saturated fats, processed meats, 
omega 6 fatty acids, MSG, 

gluten, and casein. Think pasta, fried 
foods, soda and other sugary drinks, 
deli meats, hot dogs and sausage, white 
bread, pastries — the list goes on. Red 
meat and dairy products are also on 
the list.

So, does this mean you have to swear 
off these sometimes-guilty pleasures 
entirely? Not necessarily, but keep in 
mind another common adage: every-
thing in moderation.

“While most inflammatory foods should 
be used in moderation, some are not 
the devil they’ve been made out to be,” 
noted Cruttenden. “However, most of us 
are suffering from chronic high levels of 
inflammation and these foods only add 
fuel to the fire. I equate it to pouring 
lemon juice on an open wound: If the 
skin is intact and there is no cut, there’s 
no problem with the lemon juice, but if 
there is a cut it’s going to hurt like heck 
and add an increased level of inflamma-
tion to the already irritated area.”

In other words, if someone is dealing 
with chronic health issues such as diabe-
tes, heart disease, rheumatoid arthritis, 
etc., it would behoove that individual to 
make some long-term dietary changes 
and look at eliminating inflammatory 
foods from his or her diet.

“In general, almost everyone 
will benefit from eating an anti-
inflammatory diet,” Cruttenden said. 
“Again, we can go back to the ‘open 
wound’ scenario … If you completely 
leave the cut alone (take out all 

inflammatory foods) it will heal a 
lot quicker than brushing up against 
it even a little bit here and there 
(limiting the amount of inflammatory 
foods). It will just keep perpetuating 
the inflammation. If you are serious 
about reducing the inflammation in 
your body, then [inflammatory foods] 
should be eliminated completely for 
a duration of time (which depends on 
each individual’s health).”

On the contrary side, there are many 
foods that naturally fight inflamma-
tion, including fatty fish, leafy greens, 
avocado, coconut, cucumber, blueber-
ries, nuts, tart cherries, orange fruits and 
vegetables, pineapple, olive oil, ginger, 
onions, and garlic.

“What we put in our bodies is important 
and can be the number one thing that 
keeps disease away,” Cruttenden noted. 
“When people start realizing that food 
not only affects their digestion, but their 
mood, emotions, sleep patterns, pain lev-
els, headaches, cognition, and endurance, 

then they start to see just how important 
removing inflammatory foods can be.”

The time it takes for the effects of elimi-
nating inflammatory foods from one’s 
diet is very specific to each individual’s 
health status, with most people starting 
to feel a big difference within a couple 
of weeks. Healing fully, however, takes 
longer to happen. Cruttenden generally 
recommends at least four weeks, but 
others may need to spend 12 to 18 
months on an anti-inflammatory diet to 
ensure healing takes place. 

“Many people don’t realize how much 
food affects them until they clean their 
diet up,” Cruttenden said. “For some 
reason we don’t equate how we feel to 
how we fuel our bodies. We are willing to 
take a ton of supplements, medications, 
or even have surgery before we’re willing 
to change what we eat. However, I have 
seen absolutely incredible things happen 
when people clean their diets up and 
start optimizing their nutrition.” 

JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

SOUL KITCHEN

EAT THIS, NOT THAT: If you’re not dealing with health issues that could be exacerbated by inflammation-inducing foods, the 
occasional cheeseburger is not going to hurt you. On a regular basis, however, opting for foods that fight inflammation, such 
as salmon or other fatty fish, is a better choice. 

VS

TRUCKEE'S GO TO SUSHI 
& COCKTAIL BAR 
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collision course 
with Earth. This 

recent Newbery Medal 
winner combines dystopian 
fi ction with Mexican folklore 
to demonstrate how culture, 
heritage, language, and 
storytelling are the best 
parts of humanity. Petra is 
a phenomenal protagonist; 
she’s brave, smart, and has a 
lot of heart. She perseveres 
through a lot of loss but 
remains hopeful enough 
to buoy and uplift the 
remainder of the 
human race.

Legendborn by Tracy 
Deonn

We can’t leave out 
young adult readers. 
Deonn’s Legendborn is 
a phenomenal young 
adult fantasy that follows 
Brianna “Bree” Matthews 
as she starts at UNC 
(Chapel Hill’s Early 
College Program) just 
a few months after her 
mother’s untimely death. 
When she discovers 
the magic of Arthurian 
legend is real and might 
have something to do 
with her mom’s death, 
she dives headfirst 

into the secret society 
of the Legendborn. 
Deonn strives not only 
to create an engrossing 
fantasy world by mixing 
Arthurian legend with 

Southern folk magic, but 
also to explore themes of 
grief, ancestral trauma, 
and Black motherhood 
and daughterhood. Bree 
is tenacious and brave 
— almost to a fault — as 
she risks everything 
trying to remedy her 
grief by burying herself 
in a mystery whose truth 
she might not want to 
discover. 

Content provided by the team 
at Word After Word Books 
and Rock Cellar Records. 
Email inquiries to info@
wordafterwordbooks.com. 

ARTS & CULTURE

WHAT’S HAPPENING    

AT WORD AFTER WORD BOOKS

AND ROCK CELLAR RECORDS?

March 30: WAW Virtual Book 
Club via Zoom featuring Laura 
Newman’s short story collection: 
Franklin Avenue Rookery for 
Wayward Babies. Purchase 
Laura Newman’s fantastic 
short story collection at Word 
After Word Books or online at 
wordafterwordbooks.com and 
join our Facebook group during 
March for discussion questions 
and interactive posts. On March 
30, join us via Zoom for a chat 
with the author. All WAW Book 
Club picks are discounted 
during the book club month. 

April features both 
Independent Bookstore Day 
AND Independent Record 
Store Day. We will have 
exclusive merchandise and 
other super fun stuff in store 
both weekends.
April 23: Independent Record 
Store Day is the day to come 
by Rock Cellar Records. You’ll 
fi nd a great selection of 
Record Store Day exclusives, 
plus our curated collection of 
new and used vinyl. And don’t 
miss out on turntable deals!
April 30: What better day to 
show your support for your 
local indie bookstore — Word 
After Word Books — than 
on Independent Bookstore 

Store Day? Stop by the shop 
for exclusive Independent 
Bookstore Store Day offers.
May 12: Visit Word After 
Word for two exciting 
book author events with 
Michael Branch and Suzanne 
Roberts. Read below for info 
on their newest books that 
you can get on our website 
at wordafterwordbooks.com. 
Event details to come.
Find Word After Word Books 
and Rock Cellar Records 
in the historic Truckee 
Mercantile Building at 10052 
Donner Pass Rd. and online 
at wordafterwordbooks.com 
and rockcellarrecords.com.

>>>

 BE KIND | BE CALMBE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St. , Tahoe City CA 530-583-8551

christyhill.com

 EARTH TO TABLE

HIT US WITH YOUR 
BEST SHOT!

DO YOU HAVE A COOL PHOTO 
OR ART PIECE?

Share it! 
Send your submissions to:

editors@MoonshineInk.com

Check out  Parting Shot , inside back page
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•  It doesn’t all fi t here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.TAP CALENDAR

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) Sarah Jarosz in Grass Valley, photo by Kaitlyn Raitz; special showing of Buried at Alpine Meadows Lodge, Beauty and the Beast in Reno, Snoopy and 
the Red Baron exhibit in Carson City, third annual Pride Ride returns to Homewood. Courtesy photos

THROUGH SUMMER

ONGOING

Tuesdays
COMMUNITY | Network with
Fellow Local Professionals
Rockstar Connect is a free monthly net-
working meeting. Held the fi rst Tuesday 
of every month from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Raley’s Wine Bar, it’s a great way to 
meet other business-related people. 
If you work in tech, service, profes-
sional services, etc., stop by this casual 
gathering. No memberships or special 
requirements. Info: Truckee; rockstar-
connect.com/truckee_tahoe/

WELLNESS | Grief Support
Tahoe Forest Hospice Services offers a 
Grief Support Group in a safe and sup-
portive environment. The goal of our 
Grief Support Group is to develop in-
sight in how to endure the loss of a loved 
one, ease the burden of grieving alone, 
and offer skills for adjusting to a new 
life situation. Group meetings are free 
of charge and open to the community. 
Meetings are held the fi rst Tuesday of ev-
ery month from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Tahoe 
Forest Home Health and Hospice Offi ce 
on Pioneer Trail, Suite 102, in Truckee. 
For information or to attend, contact 
Chelsea Roth, LCSW, at  (530) 582-6575, 
or croth@tfhd.com. Info: tfhd.com

Wednesdays
COMMUNITY | Trivia Night at Alibi
Weekly Trivia Night is back at Alibi Ale 
Works Truckee Public House. Things Alibi 
can guarantee: Prizes. Beer. Good times 
with friends. Things Alibi can’t guaran-
tee: those same friends being useful on a 
trivia team. But hey, that’s show business, 
baby. Hosted by Joe Lew and sometimes 
Lindsay with an “A,” Alibi’s trivia nights 

are some of the best around. Those 
pesky Covid protocols may still be in ef-
fect so bring your mask. Bonus points for 
bringing your own pen and paper. Info: 6 
to 8 p.m.; alibialeworks.com

March 19
EDUCATION | Watercolor Painting 
Workshop in Kings Beach
Paint beautiful watercolor images with 
Cheri Guerrette at this coming North 
Tahoe Arts workshop, held at the Art 
Barn in Kings Beach. Participants will 
complete a 9-inch by 12-inch painting 
in this one-day workshop, while learn-
ing basic skills in watercolor technique. 
All levels are welcome; no drawing ex-
perience necessary. A supply list will be 
provided in advance, but supplies are 
available for a $5 fee. Info: $50; 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.; northtahoearts.org

March 20
EDUCATION | Pottery Class
Learn the basics of pottery making at 
Truckee Roundhouse. This four-session 
workshop will give participants the 
chance to work through the full process 
of wheel creation, from wedging to 
glazing. Along with weekly guided 
instruction and practice, this course 
comes with a one-month membership 
for new members (value: $60), giving 
access to book our maker studio hours. 
Classis limited to 6 spots. Masks re-
quired. Materials included during class. 
Held Sundays, March 20 through April 
10, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Registration is 
required. Info: truckeeroundhouse.org

March 24 to 27
OUTDOORS | Pride Ride
Homewood Mountain Resort will host 
the third annual Pride Ride celebration, 

a fun, inclusive weekend full of events 
and activities organized in collaboration 
with LGBTQ+ nonprofi t partner Project 
MORE and area businesses. In addi-
tion to a weekend of skiing and riding, 
events that take place both on and off 
the mountain are planned, including 
a Dual Slalom Drag Race, ski parade 
down Homewood’s Rainbow Ridge, a 
virtual raffl e, dinner and drag show, and 
more. Info: skihomewood.com

March 25
COMMUNITY | Virtual Author Event
Nevada County Reads will host a virtual 
Author Talk with Madeline Miller, the 
award-winning author of Circe. Join 
this virtual event on Zoom, watch on 
Facebook Live, or attend the in-person 
viewing party at the new Truckee Library 
Workspace on Donner Pass Road, in front 
of the sheriff’s offi ce. Zoom lobby opens 
and viewing party begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be served at the 
in-person party, and the audience will 
participate in a live Q & A with the author. 
Zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88526467323. Info: co.nevada.ca.us

March 25 to 27
COMMUNITY | Reno Home Show
The Reno Spring Home & Garden 
Show returns to the Reno-Sparks Con-
vention Center with hundreds of home 
improvement exhibits. The show offers 
a place to compare products and ser-
vices for a complete home remodel, a 
simple home improvement or a basic 
interior design project. Exhibits in the 
home shows include windows, fl oor 
coverings, wall treatments, interior 
decorating, home security, spas, closet 
organizers, patios and sunrooms, 
bathrooms, kitchens, landscaping 
products from plants to pavers, decks, 

green products, solar, contractors, 
plumbing, heating and air condition-
ing, cabinetry, and even grout prod-
ucts, not to mention incentives from 
local utilities, and a great deal more. 
Info: $10 admission at the door; hours 
and details online; lockettshows.com

March 26
OUTDOORS | PMS Classic is Back
Dress up in your most outrageous ski 
duds and head out to Palisades Tahoe 
for a day full of belly laughs, camara-
derie, and philanthropy in celebration 
of legendary skier Shane McConkey. 
International Snowblade Day is a way 
for McConkey fans around the world to 
get involved in this irreverently hilari-
ous day. All you need to do is dress up, 
pop on your snowblades, and snap a 
picture of yourself. Shred wherever you 
are: the mountain, a parking lot, your 
living room … wherever the spirit of 
the blades moves you. Then post your 
pic to Instagram or Twitter with the 
hashtag #SnowbladeDay and you will 
be entered into a photo contest. This 
virtual event will be live-streamed from 
Palisades Tahoe and an esteemed pan-
el of judges will award prizes for photo 
submissions. And don’t forget to regis-
ter for the Pain McShlonkey Classic and 
the esteemed Hot Dog Downhill, held 
at Palisades Tahoe. Who will win the 
coveted Golden Saucer trophy? Info: 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; shanemcconkey.org

March 26 & 27
OUTDOORS | Join the Annual 
Luiggi Foeger Festival 
Competitors race to the top of the 
mountain using whatever human-
powered method they prefer — skins, 

See CALENDAR p. 44
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Black Tie and Tails: May 14    
The Ritz-Carlton, Lake Tahoe

Break out your best evening wear 
and let the fun begin! After 

being derailed by the pandemic 
for the past two years, the Humane 
Society of Truckee-Tahoe has 
announced the return of its signa-
ture fundraising event, Black Tie 
and Tails. Tickets go on sale March 
14, so don’t delay in getting yours 
because they sure sell out fast.

“Black Tie and Tails is such an amaz-
ing and special event, because not 
only are we raising much needed 
funds for homeless pets and vital 
HSTT programs and services, but 
guests get to attend a one-of-a-
kind formal event with their dog,” 
said Erin Ellis, HSTT’s community 
engagement director.

This fundraising gala will be held 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Lake Tahoe on 
May 14. Tickets are $175, with all 
proceeds benefi tting HSTT and all 
its programs and furry, four-legged 
residents.

Unlike other fundraising shindigs, 
Black Tie and Tails is extra special 
because canine guests are invited 
to join the party. Their presence 
stimulates conversation, sparks 
new friendships, and creates an 
atmosphere of camaraderie, bring-
ing Black Tie and Tails guests back 
again and again, explained Ellis.

The evening starts with a beautiful 
champagne reception, including 
passed appetizers for canine guests, 
followed by a delicious three-course 

dinner, exciting entertainment, and 
dancing. Guests are encouraged to 
visit Hound Heaven, featuring every-
thing their dog’s heart could desire, 
and the Lucky Dog Lounge, where 
all pooches can chill with their new 
friends if they need a break.

“Black Tie and Tails is HSTT’s largest 
in-person fundraiser in terms of 
money raised,” Ellis said. “It’s an 
incredibly important evening since 
the funds raised help homeless pets 
we are adopting out and also helps 
fund vital programs and services 
to all the communities in which we 
serve.”

The Humane Society of Truckee-
Tahoe goes beyond being the go-to 
source for pet adoptions in the 
Truckee/North Tahoe area. HSTT 
offers a low-cost community spay/
neuter program and free vaccination 
clinics for qualifying pet owners, 
as well as low-cost and free micro-
chipping to anyone. The shelter’s 
Community Pet Pantry offers free 
pet food to those pet owners who 
might be experiencing fi nancial 
hardship. This program was particu-
larly vital during the earlier days of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, when more 
individuals were met with fi nancial 
diffi culties. For more information 
about the services available from 
HSTT, visit hstt.org online.

Info: Additional details forthcoming; 
tickets available at hstt.org.

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

GETGET
OUT&GO

TAP CALENDAR

BACK IN BLACK: After a two-year hiatus, the ever-popular Black Tie and Tails is back. Covid has 
brought many challenges but now that in-person events are happening, the Humane Society of 
Truckee-Tahoe is excited to be hosting a fun evening of much-needed fundraising. Courtesy photo
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snowshoes, running shoes, etc. — 
then head back down to the finish 
line. For those looking for a less-chal-
lenging route, a recreational course 
is available. The weekend will also 
include fun activities including music, 
demos, and more. Costumes are 
strongly encouraged. The early morn-
ing snowshoe hike on March 27 takes 
guests part way up Diamond Peak as 
Tahoe Institute for Natural Science 
naturalist Sarah Hockensmith dis-
cusses winter ecology concepts and 
survival strategies and adaptations 
employed by animals from the Lake 
Tahoe region. After the hike, grab 
breakfast from Base Lodge Provisions 
and learn more about our wildlife 
and ecosystems. The hike is free (with 
a suggested donation to TINS) and 
snowshoes are available to rent for 
$10. Food and drinks will be available 
for purchase. Register by March 25. 
Info: diamondpeak.com

March 31
OUTDOORS | Alpine Meadows to 
Host Screening of Buried
The combination of steep terrain, 
fluctuating temperatures, and howling 
winds make Alpine Meadows one of 
the most avalanche-prone ski resorts 
in the U.S. By March 1982, the resort 
had developed a rigorous avalanche 
safety protocol that was in many ways 
ahead of its time. But then a monster 
storm moved in, bringing relentless 
snow and fierce winds, and creating 
conditions ripe for disaster. In this film, 
a taut autopsy of that fateful event, 
key players dig through the painful 
memories to relive what happens when 
nature overwhelms. Buried is produced 
and directed by Tahoe locals Steven 
Siig and Jared Drake, who both live in 
Alpine Meadows. There will be a special 
screening of Buried at the Alpine Mead-
ows Lodge on this, the 40th anniversary 
of this tragic avalanche, at 7 p.m. Get 
your tickets online. Info: buriedfilm.com

April 3
ARTS & CULTURE | Grammy-Winner 
to Play in Grass Valley
Don’t miss Sarah Jarosz when she 
comes to The Center for The Arts. 
Jarosz has emerged as one of the most 
compelling musicians of her gen-
eration. A four-time Grammy Award-
winner at the age of 29, the Texas 
native started singing as a young girl 
and became an accomplished multi-
instrumentalist by her early teens. After 
releasing her full-length debut Song 
Up in Her Head at 18 years old, she 
went on to deliver such critically lauded 
albums as Follow Me Down, Build Me 
Up From Bones, and 2016’s Undercur-
rent. Info: tickets $37 to $52; 7:30 p.m. 
showtime; thecenterforthearts.com. 
 
 

April 15
ARTS & CULTURE | Tahoe Toccata 
Presents St. Matthew Passion 
Composed in 1727 and lost for over 
100 years, Bach’s St. Matthew Passion is 
widely regarded as one of the greatest 
masterpieces of Baroque sacred music. 
The first performance of the St. Mat-
thew Passion was given at the Leipzig 
Thomaskirche, on Good Friday of 1727. 
But Bach substantially revised his great-
est, most complex liturgical work in 
1736, and the Toccata Presentations are 
based on that version. Toccata Tahoe 
will present The Passion on Good 
Friday, April 15, at St. Patrick’s Episco-
pal Church in Incline Village. General 
seating is free; however, donations are 
appreciated. Use the “buy tickets” link 
online to order preferred seating tick-
ets, as well as to reserve the number of 
free general admissions you would like 
to reserve. Additional performances in 
Reno, South Lake Tahoe, and Garde-
nerville. Info: 7 p.m.; (775) 298-6989; 
toccatatahoe.org

April 23 & 24
ARTS & CULTURE | Beauty and the 
Beast at Pioneeer Center in Reno
The spring gala season for A.V.A. Ballet 
Theatre opens with the classic ballet 
Beauty and the Beast at the Pioneer 
Center for the Performing Arts. Cho-
reographed by Alexander Van Alstyne, 
Beauty and the Beast is the captivat-
ing story of the handsome prince 
who is cursed by an evil witch and 
transformed into the hideous Beast. 
He will remain as Beast until someone 
falls in love with him. That someone is 
of course, Beauty. This classic story is 
filled with mesmerizing dance, intrigue, 
and family fun. The Reno Philharmonic 
Orchestra will perform Tchaikovsky’s 
exciting score. Info: Reno; tickets $25 
to $57; pioneercenter.com

Through May 15
ARTS & CULTURE | Snoopy Exhibit
The Brewery Arts Center presents the 
Snoopy and the Red Baron Exhibition, 
curated by the Charles M. Schulz Mu-
seum and Research Center, in Carson 
City for a limited engagement. Open 
from noon to 4 p.m., Tuesday through 
Sunday, with extended evening hours 
through 7 p.m. on Thursdays. Sug-
gested donation of $10 for adults and 
$5 for youths and seniors; however, 
no one will be turned away based on 
ability to pay. This traveling exhibition 
tells the full story of the charismatic and 
beloved character, from the origin of 
the story line to how Schulz researched 
all aspects of World War I to bring 
authenticity to the strips. Snoopy’s 
dogfights against the elusive and 
infamous Red Baron were based on a 
real German flying ace named Manfred 
von Richthofen. Info: (775) 883-1976; 
breweryarts.org  
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House-call nurse fi lls a niche 
in the region’s medical fi eld

In a world of modern medicine, nurse prac-
titioner Emily Allina is taking a step back 

in time. In a throwback to the medical days 
of yore, she has found a niche in her field as a 
practitioner who makes house calls.

Last year, when Allina was visiting friends in 
North Lake Tahoe while in town for a medical 
conference, the pull she’d already been feeling 
to make some life changes grew stronger. Her 
friends suggested checking out the area and 
then trying to figure out her next move.

“I had lived in San Diego for 19 years, working a 
variety of different jobs there and was just ready for 
a bit of a lifestyle change,” she told Moonshine Ink.

Having spent 14 years as an emergency room 
nurse, and another three in urgent/primary care, 
Allina was ready for a change of pace. So, when 
she visited friends in Incline Village, she decided 
to do a little legwork between medical presen-
tations and ski runs. She found that medical 
resources in Incline and around the Tahoe Basin 
could sometimes be limited, particularly on the 
weekends when there tends to be higher demand 
due to sports-related injuries and an increase in 
the number of people in the area on account of 
the tourist population.

“I was considering the next stage of my career 
and it seemed like this would be a good area 
where I could fi ll some holes or assist with the 
services that are already available for people,” 
Allina said. “There’s a unique population here. 
There’s a wide variety of ages and also, with the 
weather, people needing services at certain times 
that they can’t get to if the passes are closed.”

Allina decided to give it a try and moved to 
Incline in September. It wasn’t long before 
people caught wind of her new venture, espe-
cially with friends in the area who were happy to 
spread the word, and the response she’s received 
has been nothing but positive.

The goal, she says, is not to replace existing care 
providers that people already have, but instead 
to become part of those patients’ care team.

“I encourage people to keep, obviously, the 
specialists that they work with and their primary 
care providers because it’s really important to 

get those annual screening exams, 
age-based studies, laboratory studies, 
which I can help facilitate, and I can be 
part of the care team,” she said. “Part of 
what I do is to try and fill those holes … 
I’ve had people mention that they’ve had 
difficulty getting in [to see physicians] 
just because of the limited number of 
providers in the area.”

As a nurse practitioner, Allina 
can see patients for common 
ailments like strep throat, 
sinus infections, dehydration, 
skin abscesses, minor injuries, 
urinary tract infections, Covid-
19 testing, and much more. 
She can even conduct sports 
physicals, prescribe medica-
tions, and, if necessary, order 
bloodwork to get to the bottom 
of what’s ailing someone, with 
the caveat that the patient 
will follow-up with his or her 
primary care physician or 
specialist.

One of the advantages of having 
a nurse practitioner who makes 
house calls is that Allina can 
go to patients in a time and 
a space that’s convenient for them — such as 
when a parent has a child who falls ill, and the 
parent doesn’t want to drag the entire family 
out to an office visit. This also rings true with 
elderly patients, who might not have easy access 
to transportation or be comfortable driving in 
wintry conditions. At the least, Allina can go to 
them, conduct an initial evaluation, even coor-
dinate with family if they do need to go be seen 
elsewhere or have a more thorough exam and 
a higher level of care. And of course, there are 
some folks who may be considered at high risk 
of contracting Covid-19 and are hesitant to be 
seen in a medical office environment.

“People are always more comfortable in a familiar 
place — white coat syndrome, nervousness in an 
offi ce, is always a real thing,” Allina noted. “People 
forget things they want to talk about. They don’t 
remember the questions they want to ask, or they 
think of things when they get home. In their home, 
it’s a more familiar environment, so the conversation 
fl ows a little bit more easily. They can pick a spot 
that’s comfortable for them. Anxiety is less. I am not 
distracted by staff asking questions or the phone 
ringing or other clients. It’s a very personalized one-
on-one experience … people really like the feeling of 
being your, having your undivided attention.”

Learn more about the services Allina offers at 
highsierrahousecalls.com.

A Call AwayA Call AwayA Call Away

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

COMFORT ZONE: Emily Allina, a licensed nurse practitioner in the state of Nevada, 
takes her practice on the road making house calls for patients. Allina has built a patient 
base solely through word of mouth. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink
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HOW TO SOLVE:
Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; each column 
must contain the number 1 
to 9; and each set of 3 by 
3 boxes must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN 
THE OPINION SECTION.

S U D O K U

WHAT IN THE WORLD?
CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? >>>
Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to 
win a growler with a free fi ll from Alibi 
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to 
claim. For those under 21, the prize 
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache 
pretzels and a nonalcoholic beverage. 
Correct responses will be entered 
into a drawing from which a winner 
will be randomly selected. Submit 
your guess by April 4.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER: 
Starfruit
WINNER: 
Keith Meader, Incline Village

Q U I Z

March is one of the best months to spot the constellation Cancer. 
As the dimmest of the 12 constellations of the zodiac, Cancer is 
outshined by its neighbors Leo, who boasts the royal star Regulus, 
and Gemini, with the twin stars Castor and Pollux. You can use these 
two constellations as reference to fi nd the celestial crab, who crosses 
the southern sky from 9 to 10 p.m. in March. Begin by locating the 
sickle shaped head of Leo and track right to the twin stars of Gemini. 

Now settle your eyes on the space between. While its stars are less luminous than those 
that surround it, Cancer has a distinctive shape, like an upside-down “Y.” Its center star, 
Asellus Australus, lies directly on the ecliptic (the path of the sun through our sky). From 
there it extends upward in a relatively straight line to its northernmost star, Iota Cancri. 
Below Asellus Australus, the upside-down “Y” splits, with the star Altarf on the right 
and Acubens (meaning “the claw”) to the left.

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can fi nd more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.

March begins immersed in the energy of Pisces. In addition to the 
sun, both the traditional and modern rulers of Pisces — Jupiter and 
Neptune, respectively — are currently in this oceanic sign. Mercury 
dives into the water on March 9. These four planets form a stellium, 
defi ned as four or more planets in one sign. Together, they sail the 
Piscean seas until the sun moves into Aries on March 20, the vernal 
equinox, breaking up the party. Pisces is a sign of compassion, 

mysticism, and imagination. This dreamy sign allows us to dissociate from the drearier 
aspects of daily life by providing passageway to the fantastical realms. It’s not all revelry 
and reverie this month, however. Venus and Mars remain close, though their conjunction 
is not as tight as it was through February. Passions previously ignited stay hot, though 
as they move through the cool sign of Aquarius, they are challenged by a hard square 
to Uranus on March 19 to 22, and an overbearing conjunction to pragmatic Saturn from 
March 28 to April 5. Castles made of sand will come crashing down. Only a solid action 
plan will bring your dreams to fruition.

Astrology |Astrology |

S T A R STHE By DAWN ANDREONI  |  Moonshine Ink

By Margie E. BurkeC R O S S W O R D

Brought to you by: 

ALIBI ALE WORKS

P U Z Z L E P A G E
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TUNNEL VISION

SPIKED: Local photographer Todd Curtis 
captured his adventure partners Julia Babiarz 
and George Schooley with an iPhone 8 Plus 
near the Donner Summit train tunnel entrance 
near Donner Ski Ranch on an early February 
afternoon.

Todd is a lifelong photographer and storyteller 
who enjoys capturing moments of everyday life 
with an eye toward history. “It’s like freezing 
time,” he says. “Hopefully, people can look back 
on my pics in 100 years and think, ‘Huh, so that’s 
what it was like…’”

He also enjoys camping, barbecuing, and 
coaching baseball. Todd lives in Truckee with his 
wife and two teenage sons. You can view more 
of his work on Instagram @enzobabiarz.

Parting Shot
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Linking You to Work and Play!

Heading to North Lake 
Tahoe or Truckee?
Leave the car behind with
so many transit options to 
choose from this winter.

TahoeTruckeeTransit.com/Winter22Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit

All Rides on TART 
are FREE!
This winter hit the slopes, head to 
work, explore the shops, dine out, 
and leave the car behind! 

North Lake Tahoe and Truckee 
Daily Regional Routes
Daily regional routes run year-round  

between Incline Village, Crystal Bay,  

Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, Tahoe City,  

Olympic Valley, Truckee, and Northstar.

Truckee Dial-a-Ride
Daily door-to-door service in Truckee.  

7-days a week. 

FREE TART Connect – GET THE APP!
            December 10, 2021–April 10, 2022   

On-demand, free curb-to-curb shuttles serving:

Zone 1: 8am–Midnight Daily: Dollar Point, 

Tahoe City, Sunnyside, Homewood,  

and Tahoma. 

Zone 2: 8am–Midnight Daily: Brockway, Kings Beach, Tahoe 

Vista, Carnelian Bay, Crystal Bay.

Zone 3: 8am–Midnight Daily: Incline Village, Crystal Bay.

Zone 4: 5:30pm–10:30pm (Fri./Sat.): Tahoe City,  

Olympic Valley.

Zone 5: 5:30pm–10:30pm (Fri./Sat.): Kings Beach, Northstar.

Free Park and Ride Weekends and President’s Day  
January 1st–March 20th  
Park at the Truckee High School and take free shuttles/  

TART to Palisades Tahoe. Park at the Truckee Tahoe 

Airport and take free shuttles/ TART to Northstar. 

North Lake Tahoe Express–Reno | Truckee | Tahoe
Shuttle service from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.  

24-hour advanced reservations and group discounts available. 

(833) 709-8080 | northlaketahoeexpress.com.
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