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TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN

christyhill.com

LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE

MARCH 12th
7–9:30PM | Doors open at 6:30 PM
NEW LOCATION TDRPD’s Big Gym

EARTH TO TABLE
BE KIND | BE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St ., Tahoe Cit y CA 530 -5 83- 8551

Cut through the

Moonshine Ink E-News

TICKETS ON SALE
JANUARY 15th!

delivers community
stories that you
want to read.

Available online at
HistoricTruckee.com and locally
at Cooking Gallery.

Sign up: moonshineink.com/enews
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COME TOUR WITH US. FIND OUT WHY STUDENTS
AND FAMILIES LOVE CREEKSIDE CHARTER.

OPEN HOUSE

NOW IS THE TIME

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH.
11:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.

VISIT CREEKSIDETAHOE.ORG
FOR UPCOMING TOUR DATES

A PROUD RECIPIENT
OF THE
2020 -2022 CALIFORNIA
DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL

Creekside is an award winning, tuition-free TK-8th grade public
charter school located at the base of Palisades Tahoe
C R E E K S I D E T A H O E . O R G | 5 3 0 - 5 8 1 -1 0 3 6

Less Impact For Greater Good
Understand the Impact
of Your Flight to Truckee Tahoe
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A Closer Look at Your
Carbon Footprint When You
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heating and
cooking
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from vehicle travel

Thank you for doing your part.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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DO TELL !
It’s a fresh new year, y’all. This issue, Moonshine Ink is taking stock of 2021
and setting our sights on the new year and the potential we have as a local,
independent news source to shed light on the trials and triumphs of the Tahoe/
Truckee region.
The #DoTell question of the January/February edition is: What do you think
the Ink should prioritize covering in 2022?

JEN ELLERMEYER, Truckee
THIS SUMMER

Outside Patio &
Inside Dining Options

Mom of teens, small business owner
It would be interesting to see an article on how local
minors (kids under 18) [have been] keeping businesses
operational this past year. With the housing crisis, it seems
like local businesses are relying on the kids to keep doors
open. Restaurants, retail, services, etc.

VOTED BEST

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
& Truckee Restaurant

MOLLY WILCOX, Brooklyn, NY;
Truckee

R E S E R VAT I O N S H I G H LY R E C O M M E N D E D
TO BOOK RESERVATIONS VISIT P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n tTr u c k e e . c o m
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE

|

530.587.4694

|

10096 DONNER PASS ROAD

Mountain Bounty Farm
Growing food for our community with
love and care since 1997

Former Moonshiner

I think Moonshine should cover the volatile housing
industry: Locals are being pushed out of the Tahoe area left
and right and it’s time the local government agencies do
something about it.

JAY TIERNEY, Truckee

Director of business development, Underdog
Media
A truly in-depth analysis about cheap mega season passes
having a serious negative impact on mountain towns. This
is sort of a tired topic, but at the same time I don’t think
the full trickle down effect has been documented in specific
ways beyond some basic and often funny Instagram
memes.

SARA L. SMITH, Kings Beach
Artist

The nuances of environmental impacts here and further
afield ... from various toursim impacts upon local life and
the natural environment to what we are experiencing in real
time related to climate change, wildfire, and wildfire.

JERRY AND JUDY GILMORE, Truckee
Owners, Lakeview Plumbing Co.

Organic Vegetable, Fruit, and Flower CSA Shares
delivered to convenient community locations in:

Tahoe • Truckee • Reno • Join today!
MountainBountyFarm.com (530) 292-3776
4
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How did we get to a place with more gated communities
and fewer everyday-people housing options?
(Poor planning? Follow the $$$?)
We also think it would be interesting to [investigate]
the rates of transport to TFHD vs. to Reno and get their
perspective also ... perhaps that’s public information too?
COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

GO ONLINE
MOONSHINEINK.COM
NEWS
Online-exclusive news briefs are now
published weekly, only a select few of
which will make it into the print edition.
This month, learn about the largest invasive
species removal project Tahoe has ever seen;
grants from the North Lake Tahoe Resort
Association totaling $50,000 for regional
events; details of local states of emergency
and response efforts to the December winter
storms; and much more.
Find this month’s briefs, packaged individually each week, at the News dropdown
menu at the top bar of the homepage of
moonshineink.com.

THINK LOCAL: MORE ONLINE

Published Jan. 14
By Moonshine Ink Staff

Deepcember Diaries
Wanna bet what happened next? This December
was the snowiest on record and the third snowiest
month in Tahoe’s recorded history. Visual stories
of life during the storm are told on p. 23, with
video footage of this brave deep snow diver, the
dilemma of the snow dog, and the snow blowing
process that can only be found online, at the link
and QR code to the left.

COVID
Pro Tip:

While our News Briefs cover all
things under the Moon and Sun, we
relegate important Covid policy and
pandemic updates to our live, rolling
coronavirus updates, available at:
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/
coronaupdates

Full photo story, with onlineexclusive ﬁlm content, at
moonshineink.com/think-local/
deepcember21

Got a tip?
Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.

SOCIALIZE
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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UNIQUE SUS TA IN A B L E
H A NDCR A F T ED JE W E L RY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands

Heed the Call to Hunker Down
PUBLISHER’S NOTE
By Mayumi Elegado

You may know we were just
blasted up here in Tahoe/
Truckee with the snowiest
December in 50 years …

Featuring

LORIEN
POWERS
Studio JewElry

MONTANA SAPPHIRES
Ethically Sourced Gems

9 9 3 2 D o n n e r P a s s R d . Tr u c k e e . C A . 9 6 1 6 1
5 3 0 . 5 3 6 . 5 4 0 0 | w w w. l o r i e n p o w e r s . c o m

These storms are magic. To
be covered in some 18 feet of
snow is a matchless experience,
see p. 23. There’s a sincere joy
in being inside a veritable snow
globe, watching flakes float
down to earth and trees sway
from powerful gusts. There are
delicious moments of wheeeee
playing in the snow, be it
building snow sculptures,
gliding across meadows,
or flying downhill. There’s
also a sense of relief in
welcoming precious water
that helps to quench a
multi-year drought.

people of our region are still
hounded by the woes of the
outside world: Our third year
of the pandemic welcomes
uncertainty once again, while
debilitating concerns like the
housing crisis and the connected lack of local employees
persist. A few Moonshine Ink
staff members have had major
personal upheavals, made more
draining by it all happening
during the storms, and many
of our contributors are battling
sickness, likely brought on by
the exhaustion from shoveling.
All summing up to say, “holy
moly.”

deep breaths. Winter’s long
nights encourage rest and when
the power’s out or the streets
are buried, the fevered pace of
life slows down by necessity.
Several fellow residents I’ve
spoken with said that while
it wasn’t the normal holiday
season, there was something
quite nice about just hunkering
down at home.
Stress is a major indicator of
poor health outcomes, and it
also makes us unpleasant to be
around. The world seems to be
moving at an ever-increasing
rate of speed — isn’t it wonderful to be forced to slow
down sometimes and
de-stress? Well, when
the snow gods rage, you
don’t have a choice.
The pandemic, for all the
heartbreaking damage it
has wreaked, carries this
same message. Over the
past two years, people
have stayed home more,
delving into handcrafted
food and projects,
finding time for introspection, and getting to
know better each other,
as well as ourselves.

But the storms too are
a lot of work. Power
outages, endless snow
removal, road closures —
oh my. And then there’s
AT HOME: My husky, Akira, a breed not known for sitting
the fallout from surviving still, is happy to hunker down in the snow and at home.
Here he is, on Christmas Day 2021, guarding a bone —
the storms, personal and
buried so his canine siblings can’t get to it — and drinking
public project setbacks
in winter. Photo by Mayumi Elegado/Moonshine Ink
and damage to infrastructure that can take weeks
This wild ride is something we
Rest is as important as doing.
or months to set right. The
can learn from: Winter, and
5-foot-tall dog fence at my
So, while you’re executing
by relation, these storms, are
house was rendered useless
your resolutions for the year
mother nature saying, “Hey
by the deep snow and my
(see Moonshine’s, p. 11) and
now, you’re gonna have to
beloved 4Runner of 20 years
winding up for a fabulous
slow down.” When getting
was totaled. I know all of us
new year — we all need a
out the door means facing the
have similar tales from the
pick-me-up, that’s for sure
physical and psychological task
past month.
and certain — remember to
of an hour and a half’s worth
factor in time and space for the
of shoveling, our best tool is
Positioned within the swirla little perspective and a few
ing flakes and icy winds, the
un-winding as well.

M O O N S H I N E
What phone app do you use most?
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ABOUT THE PHOTO

Local pro Michelle Parker schralps it up
in a rooftop session at home during the
record-breaking series of storms that hit
in December.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Whether traveling the world shooting for
clients or spending time at home, Aaron
Blatt, an Oregon-based photographer,
almost always has a camera within arms’
reach.
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NEWS
10 | You Asked. They Answered.
Creator of the famous California
Highway Patrol Truckee social media
channels, Officer Pete Mann shares
some of his standout memories over the
years.
19 | In the Past
The days of skiing on skinny rockets and
burning the midnight oil — Tahoe skiers
of the 1970s and ’80s.

MOONSHINE MEMBERS
V I N T A G E

2 0
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23

HOME FRONT
32 | Market Watch
33 | How’s the Market
Single-family home prices break records
34 | Space It Up
Safe spaces

16 | News Briefs
The culmination of 301 new affordable
housing units in Nevada County since
2017; largest Invasive Species Removal
Project Announced for Tahoe; more

MOUNTAIN LIFE
35 | Kids’ Perspective
With social media use comes great
responsibility.

21 | Business Briefs
Gravity Haus announces new
community outpost; Tahoe Fund/Raley’s
partnership launches new donation
program; more

44 | Feel Good
Teaching winter survival skills to kids
SOUL KITCHEN
36 | Give ‘Em a Squeeze
Citrus fruits shine throughout the winter.

THINK LOCAL
27 | Owl Post
To become a bona fide Tahoe/Truckee
citizen, you gotta sign up for the right
email newsletters.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

6 | Publisher’s Note
Heed the Hunker Down

39 | The Ever-Evolving Ski Bum
Can the ski bum of yore still exist?

NEWS

TAP CALENDAR

11 | A Newspaper’s Resolutions
Along with the world, we have laid out our plans for 2022, giving our
readers a sense of key coverage to expect from Moonshine Ink in
coming months. Also, we reflect on how we did with our 2021 promises
— and the one thing we all need to keep in mind.

23 | Deepcember Diaries
It was a December to remember — the snowiest ever in
Tahoe’s recorded history (since 1970).
These are the visual stories coming out of the storm.

Fourteen-year-old SCARLETT FIERRO
was born and raised in Truckee. When
she’s not busy creating content for the
entertainment of her 35K social media
followers, she likes to write, draw, and
hang out with friends. She writes about
the responsibility that comes with having
a social media presence, p. 36.

RACHEL ARST MCCULLOUGH is
immersed in Truckee/Tahoe, literally. You’ll
find her in the lake all year (no wetsuit!)
or out getting every last one of those
Fitbit steps so as not to break her fouryear streak. Since 2011 she has been at
the helm of McCullough Web Services,
building websites. On p. 27 she explains
why thinking local means reading local.

41 | What’s Happening?
Featured community events and
announcements
42 | Get Out & Go
Snowfest! is back for its 40th season.
YOUR CANVAS

THINK LOCAL

C O N T R I B U T O R S

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

A R T S & C U LT U R E

F E AT U R E S

4 | Do Tell
What should the Ink prioritize in 2022?

31 | Readers Reflect
Response to Rescuing the Rescuers,
commentary on Hirschdale property
debate; League to Save Lake Tahoe
responds to December/January My
Shot on invasive species in the Tahoe
Keys

37 | Tim-ber!!
Timbersleds are making their mark.

EN VOGUE: Snow-shmow. Photo courtesy Mike Rogge

OPINION

29 | My Shots
The fish/human connection and why we
need salmonoid and other fish varieties;
shots fired over public access through
private land on the Truckee Rier

8 | Playing by a different set of rules
As government and big tech stall on
curbing social media polarization,
responsibility falls to you (the reader).

TED COAKLEY is a Tahoe-based photographer
and videographer, previously living in Ohio,
San Diego, Texas, NYC, Oklahoma, L.A., San
Francisco, and even Bakersfield! He’s traveled
to many countries, but unfortunately never
stayed very long in one place. Favorite projects
include documentaries, portraiture, travel,
events, and anything that includes music or
other art/ists. Check out his first photos as the
Ink’s photographer, p. 23.
JACKIE GINLEY is a top-producing real
estate agent, licensed in California and
Nevada. She has owned property at Tahoe
for 20 years, and formerly lived in the San
Francisco Bay Area, where she worked as
an award-winning journalist. She tackles the
strategy of underpricing, p. 33.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

46 | Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;
a challenge
47 | Parting Shot
Luge yourself and find your inner child.

Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the
second Thursday of each month. Printed
with soy inks on recycled paper. Opinions
and conclusions expressed are those of
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at
moonshineink.com/members. For advertising
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. Print
subscriptions are $25/year at moonshineink.
com/subscribe. Stay in the know via
moonshineink.com/enews.
Issue

Deadline

Feb 10 – Mar 9
Mar 10 – April 13
April 14 – May 11

27 Jan
24 Feb
31 March

These are the drop-dead deadlines.
However, if you want your submission
considered, please send it in early.
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.
10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph | (530) 587-3635 fax
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PLAYING BY A DIFFERENT SET OF RULES
shine
MOONSHINE INK

MEMBER

Membership
Update

BY SAGE SAUERBREY
Special to Moonshine Ink

For over a decade now, the institution of
professional journalism has been pitted in
a grossly mismatched competition with
social media to provide public information. Clickbait and algorithms prioritizing
extreme views routinely outperform
extensively researched, fact checked, and
unbiased news pieces; and we are seeing
the long-term effects in the increasing
polarity of our culture.
“The result has been more division, more
harm, more lies, more threats, and more
combat. In some cases, this dangerous
online talk has led to actual violence that
harms and even kills people,” former
Facebook data scientist and whistleblower Frances Haugen testified to a U.S.
Senate subcommittee in early October.
Haugen’s testimony described a culture
of prioritizing engagement at all costs
within Facebook pushing algorithms that
bump sensational, hateful, and oftentimes
misinformative content farther up the
news feed. (The company is now called
Meta.) The rampant spread of social
media misinformation has been linked
to ethnic violence both in the U.S. and
abroad, as well as mental health issues at
all ages, climate change denial, and more.
She also released thousands of pages of
internal Facebook documents, dubbed
“The Facebook Files,” to back up her
claims.

As government and big tech stall on curbing social media
polarization, responsibility falls to you (the reader)
Fibs sell. A New York University study
recently found that articles posted on
Facebook by news sources listed by
NewsGuard and Media Bias/Fact Check
as known for spreading misinformation
were six times more likely to be engaged
with than more trustworthy news sites.
On the other hand, many established
newsrooms have been policing
themselves for years to ensure quality
journalism. Codes of ethics are strictly
practiced and enforced, multiple rounds
of editing and fact checking accompany
every story, and if errors are made, corrections are quickly run. Some of
the more impactful articles I’ve
written for Moonshine Ink have
gone through more than 20
to 30 rounds of edits and fact
checking — an exhausting, yet
necessary component of news
writing. Did these edits make
my articles trendier? I’d like
to think so, but probably not.
They did, however, make them
more unbiased, more factual,
and fair to all those involved.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

HERO $1,200+ annually
Ernest Grossman
Scott Ryan
Steve Teshara

WARRIOR $600+ annually
Jeff Dalton
Roxanne Dufﬁeld
Kathleen Eagan & James Duffy
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Steven Jolly
Stefanie Olivieri
Graham Powell
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The alternative to government action
being discussed is the viability of these
companies policing themselves. In an
August report Meta shared statistics of
its own policing, stating that since the
start of the pandemic almost two years
ago it had removed over 20 million posts
and 3,000 users for spreading vaccine
misinformation, as well as 31.5 million
pieces of hate speech content, and more.
This seems like a windfall until you con-

a comment disturbingly appropriate for
small communities such as Tahoe/Truckee
if reputable news sources continue to give
way to the unreliable news wave of social
media.
“I am deeply concerned that [Meta] have
made a product that can lead people away
from their real communities and isolate
them in these rabbit holes and these filter
bubbles,” Haugen said. “What you find
is that when people are sent targeted
misinformation to a community, it can
make it hard to reintegrate into wider
society because now you don’t
have shared facts.”

And this is why you’re reading
Moonshine. It’s because you
care about this community
and enjoy discussing ideas
with your neighbors that
bring us all forward together.
Because you appreciate the
difference between news and
opinion — this article is the
latter — and want them both
to be rooted strongly in fact.
Because maybe you’re sick of
Efforts to bring a similar level
the clickbait and want someof accountability to Facebook/
thing real. In their most basic
DIVISION: Frances Haugen, former Facebook data scientist and
Meta and other Silicon Valley
whistleblower, gives a presentation titled “Hate and Digital Violence:
forms, both social media giants
tech giants are being made, both
Making Platforms Responsible” in Berlin, Germany. Photo by Stephan
like Meta and quality news
internally and at a government
Roehl
sources like Moonshine are
level, but their effectiveness
products, and every day with
remains to be seen. The election unrest
sider that 4 billion videos are viewed on
your
readership
you make an investment
last January and Haugen’s report both
Facebook each day. These numbers were
in
one
or
the
other.
catalyzed lawmakers into an impassioned
also released two months before Haugen
conversation about reigning in the tech
~ Sage Sauerbrey is a former editor of
stepped forward to say that the company
giants; yet little has been done to date
Moonshine Ink turned tiny house builder.
was not doing nearly enough.
to regulate them. The most likely action
After writing countless articles about the
In a parliamentary hearing in the UK
comes from federal legislation introduced
housing crisis, he decided it was high time to
following her U.S. debut, Haugen made
last year to change a law called Section
go build some achievable housing.

MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS
Heather Boger
Sara Dube
Mike & Pam English

203, which protects social media companies from liability for content created by
their users.

Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs
The Rayﬁeld Family
Rick Stephens
Kenneth &
Lynne Weakley
Michael Witherspoon
Lois Zell
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Social [Media] Butterflies
Toeing the line between humor
and seriousness
You Asked.

They Answered.
Nearly 275,000 people follow
the California Highway Patrol
Truckee ofﬁce’s Facebook page.
Another 23,800 folks keep tabs
on the agency through Instagram,
and 13,300 via Twitter. One of
the ofﬁcers manning these social
media channels — and the creator
himself — is Pete Mann, and his
approach for sharing information about traveling around the
Truckee/North Tahoe area is to do
it with a sense of humor.
~ AH
Surely, it’s important for emergency personnel
to maintain a sense of humor given all the
darkness they experience. What’s a situation
that still has you laughing? How do you
approach posting about incidents on CHP
social media?

Levity in life is extremely important. Nowhere is
this truer than in the role of a first responder. Law
enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency
medical professionals (nurses, emergency room docs,
paramedics, emergency medical technicians) see the
worst of what humans are capable of, and capable
of doing to themselves and others. Humor becomes
a mental stress relief for the people who must work
with and try to fix some of the darkest things one
could imagine. Sometimes crude, sometimes crass,
but having a light heart and a good sense of humor is
essential for any person who wants to make a career
out of being a first responder. It’s that release of
laughter that keeps us coming back the next day even
when the last day could not have gone any worse.
It’s impossible to narrow seven-plus years of social
media shenanigans down to one situation that still
has me laughing. For me, personally, it’s usually the
stories that don’t get shared that have myself and my
colleagues laughing the hardest. If you can dream it,
we have seen it. Some of the stuff that still sticks out
in my mind as good go-to stories are the ones that
made me laugh on a different level.

vehicle off the road and stuck in the
snow out by Boca Reservoir. Upon
getting to the scene, I see a young lady
standing next to her car and her car
buried in the snow just past the road
closed sign. She looked mortified when
I got there, and the first thing she said
to me wasn’t ‘I need a tow truck’ or
some crazy story of how she ended
up here, it was, ‘Please don’t put me
on the CHP Truckee Facebook page.’
To this day, I chuckle about this, as
the page wasn’t very big at this time,
but was gaining traction quickly, and
I thought to myself, not only is our
different approach to law enforcement
social media working, but we’re getting
famous when that’s what someone was
more concerned about — not the fact
their vehicle was buried or how they
were getting out of the situation.
Outside of the stories that haven’t
been told, the other ones that make
me smile are the ones I had to take
DONNER SUMMIT AKA HOTH: During mid-December snowstorms, CHP
utilized Star Wars references to the ﬁctional planet Hoth, a world of snow and ice.
down. The Oscar Meyer Wienermobile
Screenshot
crashed into a snowbank on the freeinformed of the incident and the seriousness of the
way some years ago, and as you could
situation becomes paramount. Most of the time it
imagine the comments got quite spicy. So much so
can be a good reminder or a solid lesson for a masthat our chief who oversaw our division at the time
sive audience. Once I know the tone, serious versus
called me at home on Christmas Eve to [demand
lighthearted, I try to figure out what safety message
I] remove the post. I didn’t even know he knew my
I can slide in with the quip. And all this hinges on
name. We still joke about it when we see each other.
the image or the video that the rest of the officers
But that’s just social media. Creating content and
send me. That part of it takes all of us. I am never at
getting people to look at something new and then
all these scenes so getting everyone at the office on
lacing a safety message in with it is just half the battle
board and taking ownership and pride of our social
for me. The moderation side of it is a task on its
network is crucial. But as a team we have persevered,
own. Keeping trolls under their proverbial bridges,
and I look forward to the next crazy thing to happen
stopping people who are attacking others, and the
here in Truckee and North Lake Tahoe!
standard keyboard warriors are just some of the
obstacles in typical days’ work. I will say, though, that
~ Officer Pete Mann is a 16-year veteran of the
we have some of the best followers in the world. They
California Highway Patrol and has been assigned to
help to regulate the people who get out of hand and
the CHP Truckee area office since 2009. He created the
are quick to keep the conversation and humor going
CHP Truckee Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages,
in a good direction.
and continues to be the primary person in charge of the
social pages. These days, with the help of Officer Carlos
The most important thing for me when posting an
Perez, he continues to find new social trends to have fun
incident on a social media platform is the tone. If
with or make fun of. You never know what tomorrow
someone is hurt or this is a serious situation, the
brings till it’s here, so hold on and enjoy the ride.
jokes stop. There is a job to do and keeping people

About a year after I had started the [CHP – Truckee]
Facebook page here, I [responded to a] call of a
10
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MORE ONLINE
Get direct links to CHP’s social media
channels at moonshineink.com.

YOU ASKED?
Readers submit questions and we ﬁnd the right
people to answer them. Submit your query to
editors@moonshineink.com.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NEWS

Key coverage to expect from Moonshine Ink in 2022
The Ink’s coverage area spans four
counties, two states, almost two
dozen special districts, and only one
incorporated town among a full-time
population of roughly 35,000 — though
that number spikes due to visitation to
the tune of millions. That geographic
boundary encompasses Lake Tahoe and
the Truckee River; countless pockets of

neighborhood identities; an interstate that
never sleeps; endless miles of jeep roads,
national forest, and state parks; and trailer
park residents living side-by-side with some
of the wealthiest homeowners on the
planet. (Hi, Zuckerberg!)
What connects all these disparate
elements comprising North Tahoe/Truckee

How did we do
in 2021?

shifts in the tourism industry, and land use
topics. Where we see room for improvement is
our push for transparency from local government
and deep reporting about wildfire.

January is the time for reflecting on the previous
year and putting down plans for the next one. Our
newspaper’s resolutions for last year, in a story
titled 2021 Vision, outlined central issues for our
community — Covid-19, housing, wildfire, land
use, poly-armed government, tourism, and Tahoe/
Truckee culture. We also shared how we planned
to address them in 2021.

We entreat our readers to do their own
assessments and let us know what you think at
editors@moonshineinkcom.

How did we do? Overall, we believe we kept our
focus on the issues we outlined, doing particularly
well in delving into our ongoing housing woes,
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

is a vibe. An ethos. Our commitment
to a crown jewel among America’s
landscape, to mountain living. What’s
essential now is to remember that
even among our incredibly complex
community, and the challenging times,
we are connected. If we remember one
thing in 2022, we hope it is this.

PERCHED ON THE BASIN: A soaring view from Martis Valley West,
proposed site of a 760-home development project that is winding its way
through state courts. Photo by Chase Schweitzer/Sierra Watch

In the following pages, we sketch out our
retuned resolutions for 2022. Looking toward
the Tahoe-blue, evergreen-tree, soaring-peak,
and soft mossy meadow-laden horizon of
2022, we want to keep the momentum going.
Come with?
~ ME

BACK TO 2021
Scan here to link to the 2021 Vision story
and see what we promised last year.

HELLO 2022

Scan here for this year’s Reﬂections and
Projections online, including an essential
reading list for each of the topics
emphasized in this spread.

see next page
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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from previous page

Hello, 2022
Moonshine Ink resolutions for the next year

Government, magnified
We enjoy many freedoms in this country, not least access to information and
the right to speak our thoughts. So here’s us, sharing our thoughts: We need
more transparency from our local agencies, and more so than ever as we enter
year number three of a global pandemic. While media outlets across the U.S.
gained access to hospitals to show the realities of a battle against Covid-19,
North Tahoe and Truckee’s own Tahoe Forest Health System denied the
Ink’s requests for on-site access. We found and still find ourselves having to
take executive staff at their word regarding conditions within public agency
campuses. Let us sound the horn on behalf of all news entities across the
globe: The public deserves to know and see what’s going on behind the doors
of our critical service providers.
Transparency from our special districts extends into how money is being
spent. We took a dive into the Truckee Tahoe Airport District’s community
funding in 2021, but that was a small bite of a very large apple. How is money
funneled around the 20-plus districts guiding our region? What’s the cost of
these many tiny governments to taxpayers? Who’s making what, where? To put
an oft-used journalism term to use, in 2022, we’re looking to follow the money.

FROM THE CONTROL TOWER: “Common talk in our community says the airport is made of money ...”
Starting from there, we looked at the Truckee Tahoe Airport’s $16 million non-aviation investments into the
community, in Plane and Clear, published Jan. 15, 2021. In 2022, we aim to keeping following the money
throughout the myriad governments and organizations in the region. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

~ AH

DOWN, DIXIE: It’s now known that the cause of the giant Dixie Fire, pictured here, was a downed tree hitting a PG&E power line. In 2022, Moonshine Ink pledges to delve deep into issues surrounding
wildﬁre mitigation, reigniting our two-year-running in-depth series, On Fire, in a new way. Photo courtesy Cal Fire
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DIVE INTO TAHOE/TRUCKEE’S ECONOMY: Our June 2021 edition was laser focused on the economy.

Happy new Year!

NEWS

~ Stoddy

THE
BEST
PLACE
TO
BEGIN
TAHOE DONNER DOWNHILL SKI RESORT
Safe, Low-Angle
Learning Terrain

Show me the money
Moonshine Ink spent a whole lot of 2021 understanding the state of Truckee/Tahoe’s
future from an economic point of view, and why local organizations and agencies are
plugging sustainable tourism as the best route to take. This year, we want to home in
on the financial side of things. There’s money to be had, certainly — Tahoe is flush with
it. What is the relationship between the area’s many millionaires and projects pushed
to the forefront of local board agendas? Who are the folks playing puppet master in our
region, and are they working behind the scenes or center stage?

40% Novice
60% Intermediate

Affordable and Convenient
Private and Group Lessons
Book Online

Some of the Region’s
Best Instructors

Public Lift Tickets
Start at $78 for
Adults and $48 for
Children Ages 7-12
Book Online

GET SKIING AND RIDING TODAY! TAHOEDONNER.COM/DOWNHILL

As people continue to visit and move to the area, infrastructure is playing catch-up.
Increasing broadband effectiveness is top of mind for counties surrounding the Basin,
and the strategy for success will help or hinder a lot of people enjoying the remote
work lifestyle.
~ AH

Fanning the flames
Wildfire season is now officially a thing. An ever-growing number of
catastrophic-level fires has put the entire Western United States on high alert,
changing the feel of once cherished Tahoe summers. We will report on the best
ways to prevent and fight fire, including the techniques of those who did it first
— the Native Americans. We will also focus on how each of us can do our part
to be fire safe.
A highly controversial opinion piece submitted by an anonymous state firefighter
to Moonshine in fall 2021 laid the blame for out-of-control fires like Dixie,
Tamarack, and Caldor at the feet of the U.S. Forest Service, claiming mismanagement. Our mission is to investigate these claims and those who contradict
them, opening the pandora’s box of what’s happening on the fire frontlines.
Meanwhile, the solution to the West’s wildfire problem seems to be to throw
more and more money at it. Will green help save greenery? What buckets is
this funding going into, and is it actually working?
~ AH

See next page
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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HELP NOT WANTED BUT NEEDED: Christy Hill Executive Chef Andrew Shimer made the decision last summer to close two days a week due to lack of employees. The photo, featured in No Housing, No Employees,
published June 11, 2021 by Melissa Siig, tells far more than a thousand stories about employees, employers, and the damaging affect from a lack of housing across the region. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
from previous page

Housing, housing, housing

Cultural infrastructure

The housing crisis continues to plague the region. Long-term renters — some of
whom have lived here for decades — are being displaced as homeowners decide
to cash out, taking advantage of inflated sale prices bolstered by the pandemic. In
2021, Moonshine brought these folks out of the darkness, putting faces to the people
behind the statistics, showing they are more than just a number. They are individuals and families, blue- and white-collar workers alike — ski instructors, contractors,
engineers, bartenders, chefs, biologists, educational professionals, and even retirees.
Looking forward, we will continue to address the region’s big question: are shortterm rentals really the root of all evil in the region’s housing crisis? What about the
trickle-down effect of the inflated real-estate market? Businesses are struggling to
find and maintain employees, resulting in limited service and cutbacks in operating
hours, which leads to diminished profit and sometimes lower wages. For many, it’s
not worth the time or cost driving up the hill from Reno to work a low-paying job,
and the remote-working culture that exploded during the pandemic means that
many newer residents are working from home rather than filling the jobs vacated
by the displaced. It’s a vicious cycle with no end in sight, and in the coming year,
Moonshine Ink will continue to further the discussion about ways to find solutions
to the region’s housing woes, which will go hand-in-hand with maintaining its
workforce.

We share these borders, demographics, distinctions, categories,
and definitions; yet it doesn’t spell out who we are. Being a Tahoe/
Truckee resident is about the weather; it’s about taking a quick
break from endless snow shoveling at 6 a.m. to wave in solidarity
to your neighbor who similarly needs to dig out their car to get to
work. It’s about hike and mountain bike etiquette, real conversations on a lift chair with a stranger, and making new dog friends
alongside your canine companion. It’s about small, local businesses
fighting in an increasingly corporate economy and minds coming
together to create innovative solutions on issues like housing,
conservation and climate change, and disease. We’re not a monolith, but we’re all mountain folk. Moonshine’s mission in the cultural
realm in 2022 is to continue covering the trials and triumphs of
the Tahoe/Truckee region, while doing a better job of representing youth perspectives and our growing and diverse community,
particularly to highlight more voices in our communities that are
Latino, Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color.
~ BL

~ JD
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On the ground and all around
From covering conservation efforts by nonprofits and individuals to the government agencies that manage the land, the Ink team understands that place and
community are intertwined. This past year, our coverage, especially in the You
Asked. They Answered. segment in our News section, has probed public agencies
and private landholders to share how they’re managing the land. We have examined the tourism industry’s impact, backbone as it is of our economy; provided a
platform for Opinion writers to lobby for funding and attention regarding their
most vital land use and conservation priorities; and covered government, business,
and community efforts and setbacks to protect the vital natural resources we
cherish in the Tahoe/Truckee region. While we are a human-run paper, we strive to
report from the ground, both that which is paved and occupied by Homo sapiens
and the parts covered by pine needles and home to bear, deer, chipmunk, and the
full pantheon of Sierra creatures.
We will continue to hold public agencies and organizations to account as they
navigate the tricky balance between the needs of the natural environment and an
increasing population and a diversifying economy. We will report on how courts are
ruling on proposed Tahoe/Truckee developments such as Martis Valley West and
Palisades Tahoe, as well as the status of projects in motion. Our culture-oriented
sections, such as Mountain Life and Arts & Culture, will maintain their focus on
deepening our understanding of our place.

~ BL

NO-FLOW ZONE: Extended drought conditions led to marooned docks and a dry dam in Tahoe City, as
seen in this 2015 photo. The September 2021 You Asked. They Answered. featured this image, a stark
reminder of a changing landscape. Courtesy photo

Going deeper
Moonshine Ink delves into issues affecting its readership area in
a manner more in-depth than any other local news outlet, posing
questions that need to be asked but seldom are. Being a monthly
publication affords Moonshine Ink’s hard-working journalists the
time to do more than scratch the surface to find answers to the
questions readers are asking. With hard-hitting news stories, the
research and interview process is begun weeks, sometimes months,
before a piece is set to run in print or online. The intense scrutiny of
our reporting team sometimes necessitates upwards of a dozen or
more versions of an article before achieving the final draft. Readers
can be assured that our team has done its due diligence to deliver
a well-worded, balanced piece of journalism. In September, when
a young woman posted on social media rape allegations prior to
taking her own life, Moonshine did not rush to cover the incident.
Rather, our team worked together over the course of a week and
a half to fill in holes and answer questions that arose from the
incident, ultimately illustrating that there are always multiple sides
to every story.

STORYTELLING THROUGH HUMOR: Gratitude is an understatement for the way we feel about the
sharp and critical visual wit of our cartoonist, Mike English, who works directly with our reporting staff
to provide lighthearted but deep-felt critiques and spoofs on the Tahoe/Truckee we love. Here, he
went above and beyond with this drawing that took the lead art slot in an in-depth news piece about
the mental health and behavioral struggles students faced returning to in-person education, Learning
in Real Time, published Nov. 12, 2021 by Alex Hoeft and Juliana Demarest. Illustration by Mike
English/Moonshine Ink
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Moonshine will continue to strive to deliver its best journalistic work
while also providing a forum for the public to express their opinions
on both its coverage and matters pertaining to the community at
large, albeit controversial at times. In looking ahead, the newspaper
recognizes the role today’s youth play in the world tomorrow and
will work to promote media literacy and engagement among the
youth of Tahoe/Truckee.
~ JD
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NEWS
All the news that ﬁts — from original reporting or press releases.
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.

On the evening of Dec. 15, District
4 Supervisor Sue Hoek shared some
holiday cheer and the premiere of a
county-made ﬁlm on affordable housing with residents of Lone Oak Senior
Apartments in Penn Valley. The ﬁlm
features Lone Oak resident Nadean
Cain, as well as Truckee Artist Lofts
residents Beatriz, Justin, and Wendy
Schaffert, who represent the families
served by the new housing options in
eastern Nevada County.

3

Actor Jeremy Renner Says
He’s Building a Tahoe Fire Station
NORTH LAKE TAHOE

12068 Donner Pass Rd, Tr uckee |
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Largest-Ever Tahoe Invasive
Plant Removal Project Launched
LAKE TAHOE

The USDA Forest Service Lake Tahoe
Basin Management Unit, in partnership with the Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency, has begun the largest invasive
plant removal project at Lake Tahoe.
This new project, announced Dec. 15,
will remove 17 acres of invasive plants
in the Taylor and Tallac creeks and
marshes as part of a comprehensive
restoration of one of the last natural
wetlands in the Lake Tahoe Basin. Left
unchecked, aquatic invasive plants can
have devastating effects on Tahoe’s
ecosystem and recreational resources.
Crews are staking large tarps known
as bottom barriers to the bottom of the
Tallac Marsh and hope to have all the
tarps in place by early 2022. Bottom
barriers starve invasive weeds, such as
Eurasian watermilfoil, of sunlight and
are commonly used in the Tahoe Basin
to control infestations. This project falls
under the Lake Tahoe Environmental
Improvement Program, a collaboration
working to achieve the environmental
goals of the region. Funding is
provided by federal Lake Tahoe
Restoration Act allocations as well as
$100,000 in private contributions from
the Tahoe Fund.
The USFS asks recreators to use
caution when walking, snowshoeing, or
cross-country skiing in these areas as
the mats are very slippery when wet or
covered with snow, and to respect the
fencing around the project for public
safety to help ensure the project is successful. It is anticipated to last through
2024 and will not impede access to
Kiva and Baldwin beaches.
~ USFS, TRPA, Tahoe Fund joint press
release
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During an appearance on the Kelly
Clarkson Show, actor Jeremy Renner
announced he is
building a ﬁre station
for the Lake Tahoe
community near the
California/Nevada
border. Renner owns a
house near Mount Rose,
and wanted to take
direct action to combat
increased wildﬁre
activity.
“It is a hot zone for
ﬁres, so we’re creating
[the station] to protect
the community,” he told
Clarkson on her show.
The actor gave no ﬁrm
details about location,
Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
coordination with local
agencies, or timing of
Ask about exercises and
the project. Renner
techniques to prevent injury
is reportedly also
before it happens!
founding a defensible
space company to offer
services in the region.
Ta h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m
~ BL, AH
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301 New Affordable Housing
Units Since 2017
NEVADA COUNTY

Since 2017, eight housing developments have been in planning, active
construction, or completed in Nevada
County, totaling 301 new units of
affordable housing throughout the
county: 157 units for western Nevada
County and 144 for eastern county.
A total of 175 units are now ﬁnished
and in the process of leasing or have
residents already moved in.
“By January 2022, 69 additional units
will be completed, and we want to
keep going,” said Mike Dent, Nevada
County’s director of housing and child
support services, in a press release.
To learn more about Nevada County’s
plan to address homelessness, including strategies to increase affordable
housing, visit bettertogethernevadacouny.org. Residents are encouraged
to learn about available resources and
ways to support the community with
volunteer opportunities and special
programs for qualiﬁed landlords.
~ Nevada County press release

Tah
o

Editor’s Note: We now publish briefs
online, weekly. Find many more briefs
and additional context in four separate
weekly December batches, available at
the News dropdown on the homepage
of moonshineink.com.
Also, ﬁnd our live coronavirus updates
at moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/
coronaupdates.

On the morning of Dec. 17, legal
counsel representing Placer County
versus Sierra Watch, Mountain Area
Preservation, and the League to Save
Lake Tahoe presented arguments for and
against the proposed Martis Valley West
development project. The three organizations opposed to Martis Valley West
are contending that the decision makers
who approved the project in 2016
“failed to meet state laws by downplaying impacts on ﬁre safety, trafﬁc, and
the clarity of Lake Tahoe,” per a Sierra
Watch newsletter in advance of Dec. 17.
These organizations were represented by
Daniel Selmi and Eugene Wilson.
Whitman Manley and Clayton Cook,
supervising deputy counsel for Placer
County, spoke on behalf of the county.
Both sides discussed the project’s effects
on greenhouse gases, trafﬁc, lake clarity,
and zoning.
“We’re very happy with how our
counsel represented our claims,” Chase
Schweitzer, Sierra Watch’s engagement
director, told Moonshine Ink.
The arguments, heard by justices in
California’s Third District Court of Appeal,
are being deliberated over the 90 day
period following the hearing, with the
possibility of a decision being made
anytime up until March 17. Learn more
about the Martis Valley West project at
taylor-builders.com/martis-valley-west.
~ AH, ME

ES

HOUSED SENIORS: Nevada County District 4 Supervisor Sue Hoek shared the premiere of a countymade ﬁlm on affordable housing with residents of Lone Oak Senior Apartments in Penn Valley.
Courtesy photo

2

Court Hears Oral Arguments
Over Proposed Development
Project
TRUCKEE

WASHOE
COUNTY

PLACER COUNTY
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NEVADA COUNTY
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County Launches Public
Feedback Campaign on Its
Master Plan
WASHOE COUNTY

Washoe County is seeking public input
as it updates its master plan, Envision
Washoe 2040, a document that will
guide growth and development for
decades to come.
The master plan is a community
vision with goals, policies, and actions
that guide the location of development. It contains maps that explain
and deﬁne the overall development
suitability of all land within Washoe
County, and is intended to be a road
map for the next 10 to 20 years.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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This affects every resident in the
region, and Washoe County is asking
residents to participate in surveys
and provide feedback throughout the
process, which will continue through
summer of next year.
Residents can begin to engage with
the update in December at “information hubs” placed in public meeting
areas throughout the county. The
full list of locations will be available
on the Envision Washoe website,
envisionwashoe2040.org. These hubs
will feature large-scale informational
panels that illustrate the guiding
principles and high-level goals of the
process. Residents can then take short
surveys via QR codes or directly on the
website.
~ Washoe County press release

6

TSD Receives Award for
Operator Ingenuity
TRUCKEE

Truckee Sanitary District announced
Dec. 6 that it has received the
2021 WEFTEC Operator Ingenuity
Award from the Water Environment
Federation for developing a novel
product to reduce inﬁltration and
inﬂow in the sewer collection system,
thus preventing spills, backups,
regulatory ﬁnes, and worker injuries.
The product was developed by TSD
employees looking for a better solution
to the problem of storm water overloading the collection system during
large rain events.
“Our operators came up with an
ingenious idea of repurposing an
existing plumbing product used for the
water industry to effectively seal sewer
manholes,” said TSD General Manager,
Blake Tresan, in a press release. TSD
then reached out to the manufacturer
of the plumbing product, Oatey Co.,
through their website to inform them
of the market potential of this repurposed product for the sewer industry,
and TSD and Oatey have now ﬁled a
patent for the product and entered into
a royalty agreement.
Under the terms of the agreement,

TSD will receive unlimited product
for its own use plus a percentage of
gross sales over a 5-year period. The
product, called Hercules MH Shutout,
is expected to become commercially
available in February of 2022. In the
meantime, TSD staff plan to present
their ﬁndings at local, state, and
national wastewater conferences.
Residents can engage with the
update at information hubs, placed in
public meeting areas throughout the
county. The full list of locations will
be available on the Envision Washoe
website,
envisionwashoe2040.org.
~ TSD press release

7

Legacy Trail Phase Enters
Final Design Stages
TRUCKEE

Phase 4A of the Truckee River Legacy
Trail is currently in the ﬁnal design
stages for construction summer 2022.
This section of trail will travel along
the south side of the Truckee River
from a new trailhead parking lot at the
end of South River Street in Truckee
to the Placer County/Town of Truckee
line to the west. Future phases (not
constructed in 2022) would connect
the trail to State Route 89 at West River
Street. The project will also include
a new pedestrian and bicycle bridge
across the Truckee River, connecting
the trail to West River Street near Mill
Street to the north.
~ Town of Truckee newsletter

8

Father/Son Duo Accused of
Arson Sparking the Caldor Fire
EL DORADO COUNTY

According to Cal Fire the Caldor Fire
burned a total of 221,835 acres across
three counties (El Dorado, Amador,
and Alpine), and was active for 67
days, for some of which South Lake
Tahoe residents had to evacuate their
homes. The El Dorado County District
Attorney’s ofﬁce announced in a
Facebook post on Dec. 8 that a father
and son are under arrest, accused of

6
AWARD-WINNING WORK: Truckee Sanitary District operations and maintenance supervisor,
Matt Ruge, applies a novel product invented by the district on a manhole. Courtesy photo

reckless arson in connection with the
Caldor Fire.
“David Scott Smith, 66, and Travis
Shane Smith, 32, were arrested
pursuant to Ramey warrants,” reads the
DA’s statement. “A Ramey warrant is a
warrant that is issued before criminal
charges are ﬁled.”
The men are accused of violating
section 452 of the California Penal
Code, commonly referred to as “reckless arson,” which caused inhabited
properties to burn and resulted in great
bodily injury to multiple victims. The
El Dorado County District Attorney’s
ofﬁce collaborated with the U.S.
Forest Service, Cal Fire, the California
Department of Justice, and the
Sacramento County District Attorney’s
crime lab to investigate the cause of
the Caldor Fire.
~ BL

9

Tahoe Local Wins FIS Alpine
World Cup
TAHOE CITY

4
OUT, PESTS! On Dec. 15, the USDA Forest Service Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in partnership
with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency began the largest invasive plant removal project at Lake
Tahoe, an undertaking that will remove 17 acres of invasive plants in the Taylor and Tallac creeks and
marshes as part of a comprehensive restoration of one of the last natural wetlands in the Lake Tahoe
Basin. Courtesy photo
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Bryce Bennett, 29, of Tahoe City
ended the U.S.’ ﬁve-year winning
drought at the FIS (International Ski
Federation) Alpine World Cup at Val
Gardena in Italy with a ﬁrst-place ﬁnish.
Bennett beat out Otmar Striedinger of
Austria, who took second, and Niels
Hintermann of Switzerland, third. It was
Bennett’s ﬁrst career victory, overtaking
Striedinger by 0.14 seconds. Adding
to the U.S. victories at the competition
MOONSHINEINK.COM

were teammates Steven Nyman (three
downhill victories) and Bode Miller (one
super-G victory).
~ BL

10

Workforce Housing Grant
Program Serves 72 Employees in
Year One
TRUCKEE
Landing Locals, the administrator
of the Town of Truckee’s Workforce
Housing Grant Program, gave out 44
grants to homeowners in the ﬁrst 13
months of operation. In total, 72 local
employees were housed, with 80% of
homeowners/grant recipients saying
they want to renew after 12 months
with their current tenant, and that if
their current tenant does not stay,
they’d want another local long-term
tenant. All tenants placed through the
program are still in place.
~ Town of Truckee newsletter

11

Two County Broadband
Projects Approved
NEVADA COUNTY

In early December, the California Public
Utilities Commission approved over
$8 million in funding for two Nevada
County broadband projects. Working
with Race Telecommunications and
Nevada County Fiber, the county
See NEWS
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THE SNOWIEST DECEMBER ON RECORD in the Tahoe/Truckee region took the community by storm. Visit our photo essay on p. 23 for more visual elements of daily life during the big
storms. Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink

NEWS BRIEFS from p. 17

plans to connect 527 additional Nevada County homes to broadband internet in
District 1, which encompasses Nevada City and the unincorporated areas of Banner
Mountain, Cascade Shores, Deer Creek, and the Highway 174 corridor. The county
has awarded $675,000 in grants to date.
Nevada County encourages residents to stay up to date on significant broadband
news items by signing up for its newsletter. Reach out with questions to broadband@
co.nevada.ca.us.
~ Nevada County press release

12

Cal Fire Investigators Determine Cause of Dixie Fire
BUTTE, PLUMAS, LASSEN, SHASTA, AND TEHAMA COUNTIES
Last year’s Dixie Fire started on July 13, burned a total of 963,309 acres, destroyed
1,329 structures, and damaged 95 additional structures. Cal Fire investigators were
dispatched to the locations affected by the Dixie Fire and began a meticulous and
thorough investigation, ultimately determining that the Dixie Fire was caused by a

Sunday

tree contacting electrical distribution lines owned and operated by Pacific Gas and
Electric (PG&E) located west of Cresta Dam. The Dixie Fire investigative report has
been forwarded to the Butte County District Attorney’s Office. All inquiries regarding this report will be referred to the Butte County District Attorney’s
Office at (530) 538-7411.
For more information on how to be prepared for wildfire, visit
readyforwildfire.org or fire.ca.gov.
~ Cal Fire press release

13

Accessory Dwelling Unit Grants and Mini Loans Now Available
TRUCKEE
In its Dec. 10 newsletter, the Town of Truckee announced it is now accepting
applications for $1,000 mini grants, $15,000 loans, and $50,000 loans to help
with permitting existing units and construction costs for new ADUs. Grant
and loan options are available at townoftruckee.com/government/housing/
accessory-dwelling-units-new-page/loans-mini-grants.
~ Town of Truckee newsletter

March 6 is The Great Ski Race!
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TNSAR sincerely thanks the North Lake Tahoe Resort
Association for helping us get the word out this year.

Photo by Troy Corliss

The Up-Up-Up is the same; the DOWN is a whole new world of wow! The new 26 km course still features the epic Starratt Pass climb
from Tahoe XC, but after Soup Station One, we’ll circle Mt. Watson and go almost to Northstar California, then swing through the
forest above Carnelian Bay and return to a flying downhill finish (and party!) where we started at Tahoe XC. We can’t wait.

Register ASAP online at www.TheGreatSkiRace.com because this year only the first 700 racers to register will get spots. $80
($30 kids) until March 3. $120 ($60 kids) on race day. Check us out on Facebook and Instagram.

Learn more and register at www.TheGreatSkiRace.com
18
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’70S SHRED: Mark
Rivard’s 100-foot-plus
front flip off Palisades
… he ended up with
bilateral tib fib fractures
… was nevertheless
epic. Still from Craig
Beck’s Daydreams, at
Squaw Valley, 1974.
Courtesy photo

Early Days of Tahoe
Skier Glory…
A longtime local remembers when rent
was cheap and skis were long

In the Past
BY PAT DILLON
Special to Moonshine Ink

T

he recent storms and ski
opportunities have many people
thinking about the Tahoe ski cultures of years’ past. When did the
term “ski bum” get initiated, and
what does it mean? Those questions
are explored by writer Bill Hatfield
this month in the Moonshine Ink
Arts & Culture section, p. 39. I
want to chime in on my own experience with skiing — wayyy back in
the 1970s and ’80s. To my friends,
the term “ski bum” might mean any
of us that gave up the rat-race to
move to Tahoe and ski all winter.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

A 1980 photo that gathered dust in
my hallway for years shows a friend
and me posing with our new K2
210s. It’s not a remarkable photo or
subject; probably any older Tahoe
local has shots just like it, showing
long-haired guys and gals with long
skinny skis wearing jeans, cool (for
the time) jackets, and shades.
Gazing at that photo takes me
back to a time when I was a young
longhair living and skiing on the
North Shore.
Getting by was a study in early mountain economics. As people who were
dedicated to skiing above all else, we
worked at lumberyards or the clubs,
or pounded nails to pay the rent.

Winter days became a contest of how
many guys or gals could be off on any
given day, since deep snow and TRPA
regs meant very little work during
storms. Most of us had contacts or
part-time jobs at ski areas to get
comps so we could hit the slopes when
the boss said there was no work today.
Being off from work on a stormy
weekday could mean taking first
tracks at Alpine or Squaw (now
Palisades) or being on the first chair
to Quail Face at Homewood. All of
this was with little competition from
out-of-town folk, who were likely still
working or else fighting through chain
controls on I-80.
Before the recent corporate takeovers
of our local ski resorts, comped
MOONSHINEINK.COM

passes were easy for locals to get,
and everybody kept a ticket or two in
the beat-up four-wheel-drive for that
layoff day in the fresh powder.
Resorts offered discount days to
locals, sometimes called Two for
Tuesday, Women’s Day, or Silly Hat
Day. Local school kids got comped for
good grades. The annual Merchant’s
Day was an event for us where we
could ski free with other local workers
and talk shop over a cold one or a
schnapps.
We reveled in hanging out: The
partying was as extreme as the skiing.
On winter nights, the snow-covered
streets of Tahoe City, Kings Beach,
See SKIER
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sections of which
were filmed at
Palisades and
which had locals
doing the ski
stunts.

and Incline Village streamed with
people having fun. Late nighters
thrived at places like Pete ’n Peters,
the Bridgetender (in its old location
wrapped around a tree at the waters’
edge), Tom Foolery (now Wolfdale’s),
all the way out to River Ranch at
Alpine Meadows, the Gold Spike
in Tahoma, and the Bronze Bull in
Incline Village. After the bars closed,
we’d keep the party going at the
casinos until the 99 cent breakfast and
a Bloody Mary greeted the sun.
The skiing, the bars… this is where ski
legends were born. With no GoPros,
smart phones, or even VHS tapes back
in the day, we relied on the “cred” of
witnesses or the occasional still photo
to share tales of incredible shred. My
heroes weren’t World Cup or Olympic
racers: They were carpenters, bartenders, and ski patrollers sharing tales of
cliff drops, gap jumps, and blistering
straight-line chutes.
(clockwise from top left)

Then, in the mid-1970s, one local realized that the skiers’ feats needed to
be on film. Though Warren Miller had
been making ski movies all over the
world for years, in the early days they
didn’t really reflect the experiences
that we had here at Tahoe — and they
didn’t have rockin’ soundtracks.

EASTER
SHENANIGANS: True
courage is skiing a pair
of Spalding Siderails
with your boots on the
wrong feet.

Craig Beck, a local builder and an epic
skier and hang glider, did something
about that. He thought it was important enough to put his house and
business on the line to finance his own
ski movie.
His film, Daydreams, released in
1975, captures footage of Beck, his
brother, Greg, and other local and
international ski legends hucking off
cliffs and chutes on 225s and pulling
all the tricks of the time: backscratchers, front flips, back flips, and blasts
down impossibly narrow chutes. The
film captures incredible footage of

20
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Beck’s posse going huge off Palisade’s
Palisades and Eagles Nest, plus other
locations. They had on long skis,
denim, and plenty of neon.
Beck’s film even contains footage
of heli-skiing in the Bugaboos
before most of us even thought of
heli-skiing, all to a soundtrack that
includes Pink Floyd (thanks to the

MOONSHINEINK.COM

love of his life). Providing a new
kind of cred, Beck kicked off the
current craze for recording these ski
feats along with great music — the
kind that even today fires up the
minds of skiers and snowboarders.
A little later, Hollywood tried to capture the flavor of the scene with the
1984 ski movie Hot Dog, the Movie,

While Tahoe
had plenty of
talented women
skiers, footage
was sparse until
Truckee local Eric
Perlman’s 1990
ski film Skiing
Extreme III. Ski
Hall-of-Famer
Kristen Ulmer, a
New Hampshire
native, traveled
from Snowbird to
jump her skinny
skis off Palisades,
and inspired
generations of
women to huck it
huge.

Now as I sit at
Carnelian Bay’s
Old Post Office
café at the very
MOGUL MASTERY:
I got it, I got it ... Peter
same table I often
Johnson at Squaw Valley.
used in 1980, the
STORMY SAGE:
70-inch TV screen
Long skis, long hair,
mounted on the
long, misty powder
daze. Dick Dorworth in
wall is alive with
Squaw powder. Photos
incredible shots
by Tom Lippert
of today’s skiers
performing every
trick imaginable,
hucking off some of the same cliffs
our heroes did then.
As the camera zooms, you can see the
skis now are twice as fat as the old
tools of the trade — the skinny rockets
that were all the rage back when the
skis — and the nights — were long.
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Gravity Haus, a social club for modern
adventure travelers and mountain town
residents, has announced its fourth
location with the purchase of the Cedar
House Sport Hotel in Truckee. The Cedar
House team will remain in place at the
hotel. Existing reservations will be honored and guests can continue booking
reservations at cedarhousesporthotel.
com. Gravity Haus membership is not
required to book lodging at Cedar
House. The on-site restaurant, Stella,
will operate on its current schedule:
breakfast seven days a week and dinner
Thursday through Sunday. Full details are
available at stellatruckee.com.
Conceptualized by Denver-based
entrepreneur Jim Deters and his wife,
Alicia, Gravity Haus membership offers
an authentic mountain lifestyle by
fusing work, play, travel, and sustainability. Gravity Haus’ adventure-focused
locations seek to solve the problems of
“where to play” and “where to stay,”
and offer members on-demand outdoor
gear access, functional co-working
spaces, a watering hole, a home base to
meet like-minded outdoor enthusiasts,
amenities, and a variety of expert-led
group ﬁtness and recovery programs —
all accessed by Gravity Haus members
and hotel guests using the Gravity Haus
Mobile App.
Gravity Haus intends to invest in a
property improvement plan and rebrand
the property as a community-driven
asset, Gravity Haus Truckee-Tahoe, in
2022. Gravity Haus offers four membership levels, starting at $70 per month
for 12 months, including a new local
membership for Truckee/Tahoe residents
looking for unlimited day access to the
local amenities. Learn more:
gravityhaus.com/membership.
~ Gravity Haus press release

2 Pet Station Signs New Lease
INCLINE VILLAGE

Pet Station, a full-service pet company
with 13 locations around the Reno/Tahoe
region, has leased the 4,300-square-foot
ﬁrst ﬂoor at 800 Tahoe Blvd. in Incline
Village. Kidder Mathews commercial real
estate brokers Mark Keyzers and Troy
Keeney represented Pet Station owners
Marshall Grattan and Philip Bankhead.
Pet Station will share the retail building
with the Village Ski Loft. Plans are also
being ﬁnalized for the inclusion of an
ATM owned and operated by a major
retail bank.
Pet Station plans to move into the
space in spring 2022 following completion of improvements, leaving the Raley’s
shopping center where the business has
been for the past nine years. Located
directly on State Route 28, which is both
a state and National Scenic Byway, the
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

3

to help reduce plastic water
bottle waste in Tahoe and to
work with partners at UC Davis
Tahoe Environmental Research
Center and the Tahoe Water
Suppliers Association. The
campaign is an extension of
the partnership with Raley’s to
promote Drink Tahoe Tap water bottles
in stores, available for purchase at all
nearby Raley’s locations.
~ Tahoe Fund press release

4 New Compost Drop-Off Option
TRUCKEE

DRINK TAHOE TAP: The Tahoe Fund and
Raley’s have partnered with the social good
platform PixlBank to launch a unique social
campaign designed to promote responsible
tourism and inspire residents and visitors to
reduce plastics in Lake Tahoe. Photo courtesy
Tahoe Fund

3 Tahoe Fund/Raley’s Partnership
Launches New Donation Program
LAKE TAHOE

Mountain Hardware & Sports has
installed a Keep Truckee Green food
waste bin at 11320 Donner Pass Rd. in
Truckee. The bin is located in the rear
parking lot near the store’s shipping
and receiving ramp, off Forest Lane.
Only the following may be composted:
Fruits or vegetables, ﬂowers, eggshells,
meat, bones, avocado pits, and coffee
grounds (no ﬁlters). For more information about the do’s and don’ts of
composting, as well as other drop-off
locations, visit keeptruckeegreen.
org/residential-waste-recycling/
compost-drop-off.
~ AH

5 The Parent Diary Makes Ecofriendly Donations to NAEIR
HOMEWOOD

PLACER COUNTY

ES

Community Outpost
TRUCKEE

new space will be a prominent corner
location with improved retail visibility
from over 10,000 vehicles passing on an
average day.
~ Incline Village Crystal Bay
Community and Business Association
press release

NEVADA COUNTY
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1 Gravity Haus Announces New

All the news that ﬁts — from original reporting or press releases.
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.
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hooded towels and 300 of its insulated
lunch bags to NAEIR, which collects
unused inventory from American companies and makes it available to schools
and nonproﬁts for little to no cost.
“After much research and correspondence with various charitable organizations, I was thrilled to be connected
with NAEIR,” said Michele Collison,
founder and CEO of the Homewoodbased company. “They were extremely
knowledgeable and a great resource,
assuring me that our products would go
to families in need.”
With its mission of saving the planet for
future generations, The Parent Diary sells
eco-friendly products that are practical,
durable, and sustainable. Other products include 100% silicone lunch kits,
stainless steel cups for kids, food storage
solutions, and a placemat-dinner plate
combination with a sippy cup holder.
This new year, The Parent Diary will
change its name and become ErthOne.
~ NAEIR, The Parent Diary press
release

The National Association for the
Exchange of Industrial Resources
announced a generous giftsin-kind donation by The Parent
Diary, a retailer of eco-friendly
products for families.
The Parent Diary provided 68
of its absorbent bamboo-rayon

The Tahoe Fund and Raley’s have
partnered with the social good platform
PixlBank to launch a unique social campaign designed to promote responsible
tourism and inspire
residents and visitors
to reduce plastics in
Lake Tahoe.
The campaign
focuses on the
“Drink Tahoe Tap”
message and is part
of a larger initiative
called I Love Tahoe.
In stores or online,
people will be
directed to the Drink
Tahoe Tap campaign
page on the I Love
Tahoe website where
they can upload a
photo of themselves
drinking Tahoe Tap
water. They can
then share their
photo directly to
their social media
pages to unlock a
$10 donation from
Raley’s that will go
toward installing
CAN-DO COMPOSTING: Mountain Hardware & Sports in Truckee is the latest option for compost drop-off. A food
scraps bin is now located at the Donner Pass Road location, near the shipping and receiving ramp. Courtesy photos
water reﬁll stations

4
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MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING UP
County Welcomes Dr. Sherilynn
Cooke as Public Health Ofﬁcer

WHAT'S BUGGING YOU?
Pest control for your home and business

“AMAZING SERVICE!

Quick, knowledgeable, nice
and professional. I guess
we’ve found the go-to pest
management person here

”

(Yelp Review, Sept. 2021)

Locally owned & operated

530.386.8888•Steven@PandaPest.com
NV #6931•CA #PR7125

PandaPestManagement.com
Pomin's Tahoe Hot Tubs has been servicing hot tubs for
45 years and is looking to e x p an d our strong work force!
We are looking for Spa Service Technicians for our
constantly growing business! Will train upon hire!
Weekly pay with paid training
• Permanent, year-round outdoor work.
• Dog friendly.
• Service spas in North Lake Tahoe &
Truckee with a company vehicle.
• Health Insurance after 90-days.
• 401(k) after 1-year.

You Must:
• Live locally.
• Have adequate transportation
and attire for summer and winter.
• Have a clean driving record.
• Have a working cell phone.
• Be willing to learn.

All inquiries welcome! Please email a resume: james@tahoehottubs.com
or call our office to set up an interview. 530-583-1661

WINTER PRINTING SALE

Take advantage of our discounted
Printing services during January & February.
All Envelope Sizes
Carbonless Forms
Post Cards & Direct Mail
Stationery
Thank
you for&your
continued support
our business
Roll
Labels
Stickers
Hang ofTags
& Bag Labels
Note
Pads
& Calendars
Greeting
Cards
& your
effort
to contain the virus in our
community.
Posters/Banners
and More . . .

12177 Business
Park
Dr.
#9 |/ Suite
Airport
Business Park
12177 Business
Park
Drive
9 | Truckee
530-587-3551 • info@printtip.com
Monday - Friday | 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

22

MSI-1-2022 TIP Winter Print Sale.indd 1
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NEVADA COUNTY

As of Jan. 1, Dr. Sherilynn Cooke will
serve as Nevada County’s health ofﬁcer
for 18 months.
Cooke earned an MD from Stanford
University and a Masters of Public Health
from University of California, Los Angeles.
She specializes in internal medicine and
has worked in public health and primary
care medicine. Cooke replaces Dr. Scott
Kellermann, who agreed to serve as
Nevada County’s interim Health Ofﬁcer
on a contract basis through 2021. With
Kellermann’s contract ending on Dec. 31,
Nevada County began recruiting for a
new health ofﬁcer in September, working
with a professional recruiting ﬁrm to
attract top talent.
Each county in California is required
by statute to have a health ofﬁcer who
is a licensed physician (either an MD or
a DO). The Health Ofﬁcer is responsible
for carrying out sections of the State of
California’s Health and Safety Code and
serves as the physician of record for all
Public Health clinical services. As the new
Health Ofﬁcer, Dr. Cooke will report to
Public Health Director Jill Blake.
Dr. Glennah Trochet will remain as
Deputy Health Ofﬁcer to support the
Public Health department as Dr. Cooke
transitions into the position.
~ Nevada County press release

Council Reorganization
TRUCKEE

At the regular meeting of the Truckee
Town Council, held on Dec. 14, 2021, the
council reorganized as follows: Courtney
Henderson, mayor; Lindsay Romack, vice
mayor; David Polivy, council member;
Jan Zabriskie, council member; Anna
Klovstad, council member.
~ Town of Truckee news alert

Newly Appointed Director of
Planning and Building Department
EL DORADO COUNTY

The El Dorado County Board of
Supervisors unanimously appointed
Karen Garner as director of planning and
building, effective Jan. 1.
Garner has more than 25 years of
local government planning and building experience, including nine years
of executive experience. Her expertise
includes leadership, project management,
organizational development, economic
and community development, parks
and recreation, strategic planning, and
operations.

DIRECTOR GARNER: Karen Garner is the
newly appointed director of planning and
building for El Dorado County. Courtesy
photo

Previous to this appointment, Garner
served as the community development
director for the City of Gilroy where she
was responsible for building, planning, housing, code enforcement, ﬁre
prevention/Hazmat, and wastewater
pre-treatment. Her ﬁrst day in the ofﬁce
was Jan. 3. Her salary is $182,062.
~ El Dorado County press release

Tony Karwowski Named New Chief
Executive Ofﬁcer
of the NLTRA
NORTH TAHOE
The North Lake Tahoe Resort
Association’s board of directors selected
Tony Karwowskias as its new CEO.
Karwowski will lead the organization as
it fosters a thriving local community and
encourages responsible travel along with
environmental stewardship.
A resident of the North Shore for 20
years, Karwowski has served as Northstar
California Resort’s director of base area
operations for the past ﬁve. He has
served on both the Truckee North Tahoe
Transportation Management Association
board and the NLTRA’s capital infrastructure and transportation committees,
collaborating with regional stakeholders
on transit and infrastructure projects
including the regional Transit Vision
plan, Regional Park and Ride program,
trafﬁc mitigation programming, roadway
signage, and funding of the resort triangle
multi-use/bike path system. While at
Northstar, Karwowski was involved in
employee housing, giving him ﬁrst-hand
experience with our regional housing
gaps and opportunities, as well as how to
welcome and integrate an inﬂux of new
residents into the culture and community.
Karwowski lives in North Lake Tahoe
with his wife, Danielle, a teacher at North
Tahoe Middle School, and their two boys,
Seth and Grifﬁn. He will assume his new
role on Jan. 31.
~ NLTRA press release
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Deepcember Diaries

ON DISPLAY: A
180-degree view.

BY MOONSHINE INK STAFF

Photos by Ted Coakley III/Moonshine Ink
(unless otherwise noted)

It was a
December to
remember.
Nearly 18 feet — or 214 inches,
to be precise — of snow fell over
the span of 23 days on Donner
Summit, making it the snowiest
December and third snowiest month since 1970, when
recorded history began. (January
2017 received the all-time
most snow with 238 inches and
February 2019 came in second,
with 221 inches.)
Daily life went into a tailspin.
Both snow veterans and firsttimers faced exhausting hours of
snow removal, days-long power
outages, gas-less gas stations,
and road closures in and out of
the Truckee/North Tahoe area.
Rob Basile, owner of Basile
Management Practice, which
provides snow removal among
other services, said he “couldn’t
have made it through that
storm without [his] fantastic
employees.” He and his four
fellow snowplow drivers worked
16-hour days during the heaviest
period of snowfall. All told, the
crew plowed 300 driveways
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

and five private roads in the
Old County and Ridgewood
neighborhoods.
“One day we cleared all the
driveways and went home and
got some sleep, and went back
out at 3 in the morning and
there was almost 3 feet [of new
snow] overnight,” Basile said,
also mentioning that during the
storm cycle he helped a few
renters back out of driveways
and put their cars in four-wheel
drive.
“Multiple Teslas and even
Subarus getting stuck just
because of clearance — they
were following [our tractors’]
tracks but they were getting
high-centered,” he said. “In
our neighborhood there were
probably six different stuck cars
that got abandoned.”
It wasn’t just professionals
assisting with fluffy driveways
and wayward wheels: Over the
course of three of the snowiest
December storm days, lifetime
Kings Beach resident Clayton
Kuecker helped “probably a total
of 20 people [who were stuck in
their cars],” he says, “and about
five in the last hour” (the Ink
spoke with him just as darkness
set in for the night of Dec. 29).

Kuecker said he comes upon
vehicles with spinning wheels,
spitting snow and ice but
going nowhere, and the drivers
usually get into the predicament due to a lack of necessary
chains. With roots in the
construction industry, Kuecker
has the mechanics on his truck
to “pull them out of a ditch,” so
he does.
Kuecker said he isn’t doing
a public service: “Mostly
they’re just in my way,” he
said. “Sometimes they give you
money; I don’t ask for it.”

Visitor Julio Guzman from
Vallejo experienced the
unexpected gas shortages, long
chain traffic waits, and local
driving difficulties. He was at
a disadvantage without the
snow experience that residents
accumulate.
“We didn’t know we were going
to find ourselves last night in
the middle of a snowstorm,”
said Guzman, who was traveling with a large family group
visiting from outside the country
spread out among multiple cars
while I-80 was intermittently
closed and open to local transit

TRACTOR TRIUMPH: Basile Management Practice’s snow removal service
team of ﬁve were kept busy clearing the driveways of 300 customers and ﬁve
private roads. “We were clearing [the roads] upwards of four times a day just
to make sure my clients could get out if there was an emergency,” owner Rob
Basile told Moonshine. Courtesy photo
MOONSHINEINK.COM

only and requiring chains. “We
expected about three hours
[from Sacramento] heading into
Reno [but we got] stuck in the
weather in the Sierra for about
16 hours. The GPS actually
rerouted us through Yuba City
[but the road was closed] so
we ended up coming back to
Sacramento and then come
up through the 80 which they
had just opened about an hour
prior.”
Guzman and his family spent
about an hour and a half trying
to put on chains, only finding
out once they attempted to
install them that they had
the wrong variety for one of
their vehicles, and they had to
purchase new ones in the middle
of the journey. Yet Guzman
described the whole experience
as “epic,” saying that the snow
is worth it: “amazing, something
you would see in a movie.”
Providing official measurements
of our region’s snow accumulation is the Central Sierra Snow
Lab, where station manager
Andrew Schwartz reigns for his
first winter, taking over after the
retirement of longtime manager
Randall Osterhuber. Schwartz
See DEEPCEMBER p. 24
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said the peak-and-valley style of
Truckee and North Tahoe storms in
late 2021 — a promising snowstorm in
October, barely five inches of snow in
November, and then record amounts
in December — are providing helpful data for understanding current
weather variability. The western
United States has been relying on
information from the late 1900s and
early 2000s to predict today’s weather
patterns, he said, yet those figures

are no longer applicable because of
climate change. The last three months
of weather in 2021 will give scientists
concerned with climatology a better
idea of what to expect in the future.
“This teeter-totter whiplash of dry to
wet, dry to wet is exactly why we’re
up here — so we can understand why
this is happening and hopefully in the
future better forecast it so that we
can more reliably manage our water,”
Schwartz explained. “As much as it
can be a pain, trying to forecast and

even measure, the data that’s going to
come out of these storms is going to
be absolutely tremendous, and the lab
will take a very active role in that.”
Regarding weather for the early part
of 2022, Schwartz said January will
see a dry pattern for a few weeks, and
beyond that it’s anyone’s guess: “I
looked at the seasonal forecasts [on
Jan. 4] and they’re still suggesting that
we have an equal chance of above or
below average precipitation for the
next several months.”

MORE ONLINE
In the online version of
this article, see videos
of the mega snow:
a snowblower’s POV, a snow dog
dilemma, and an anonymous deep
snow diver, available
at moonshineink.
com/think-local/
deepcember21 or at
this QR code:

To honor the hardiness of our mountain souls during the winter of 21/22 thus far,
Moonshine Ink presents photos from “Deepcember,” providing record of the record.
DESOLATION OF GAS: With I-80 and other roads
into the Truckee/North Tahoe area closed due
to weather conditions, fuel tanks couldn’t supply
local gas stations.

TAHOE XC IN TAHOE CITY is
an ideal snow-covered getaway.

CATCH A
FALLING
FLAKE:
Lassyn Stone
enjoys the
snow. Photo
courtesy Ian
Stone

SHADOW PLAY: Long shadows amid a
massive December snowstorm — cause for
winter play, not for winter chores.

GOALTENDING: Steph Curry
couldn’t even hit this shot.

TO WORK!
Why drive
around Tahoe
Vista when you
can ski?

SNOW SHIFT:
People across
Truckee and North
Tahoe spent hours
and hours moving
snow off driveways
and sidewalks and
more.
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LIMITED VISIBILITY: Interstate 80 from the
Nevada state line to Colfax was closed to
non-residents and workers from Dec. 25 to
Dec. 28 due to extreme weather conditions.
Photo courtesy California Highway Patrol
Truckee
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

DO YOUR BRANCHES HANG LOW?
In mid-December, an 80-foot lodgepole pine became so
coated in snow that it started to bend over the Central Sierra
Snow Lab building on Donner Summit. “We were in panic
mode for about four days while that thing continued to load
up with snow,” recalled Andrew Schwartz, station manager
at the lab. “And of course, I-80, everything, was shut down
at that point, so it’s not like we could get anybody up here
to take care of it. Luckily, toward the end of that storm cycle
some of the snow blew off and it kind of righted itself enough
to where we were able to have somebody come up and bring
it down so that it didn’t fall on the lab.” Courtesy photo

WALKABOUT: In North
Lake Tahoe, something
winter this way comes.

PILING UP: December 2021 saw 214 inches of snow fall
at the Central Sierra Snow Lab, the snowiest recorded
December and third snowiest month since 1970.
Courtesy photo

CARD-BORED: At a
North Shore gas station,
staff began answering
the phone with, “Kings
Beach Chevron; we’re
out of gas.” Some callers
laughed, some were
not so pleased, said
employee Carmen Kota.
DOUBLE SNOW-BOW: Only snow at the end of these
rainbows, viewed from the Tahoe City Golf Course.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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THE BEGINNING: Ian Stone says he spent
most of his waking hours shoveling snow
around his Tahoe Donner condo during the
storm cycle. Photo courtesy Ian Stone

THE END: “I’d have
to literally crawl up
that daily to get to
the top and shovel,”
Ian Stone told
Moonshine Ink of the
stairs. Actual steps
were found Dec. 28.
Photo courtesy Ian
Stone

FRAMED: Tahoe dogs are
used to it. Photo courtesy
Mike Rogge
TETRIS: A snow bar under construction.

AAAAND ACTION! A powder-in-your-face day.

DO OR DO NOT: Some choose to clear their cars
of snow; others do not. Courtesy photo

YOU’VE GOT MAIL: Snowstorms delayed mail arrival
by four or five days in Kings Beach, a USPS employee
told Moonshine.

Lorien Powers
One of A Kind Jewelry :
Engagement Rings : Wedding Bands

Lorienpowers.com
(530) 536-5400
Employs
2 people
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Insurance office of Roxanne Duffield

Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is
there! We are all in this TOGETHER!
Keep Tahoe Smart

530-550-9000
www.insuranceroxanne.com
Employs
2 persons

32 years in
business
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(530) 587-3607
moonshineink.com
Employs
7 people

19 years in
business

Think Local is a
quarterly special
section near and dear
to our hearts.
In each issue, we feature
in-depth reports and thoughtprovoking essays.
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Learning the Lay of the Land

OWL POST

By Rachel Arst
McCullough

W

elcome to a new column, “Owl Post,”
where I will dish on a key part of being a
bona fide Truckee/Tahoe citizen — signing up
for the right email newsletters. Yes, I know, for
many of us, our inbox is a bane of life, but hear
me out. You can be the wise owl of your circle
with the modern version of the post — email. I
promise it’s worth it.
Being an informed citizen means knowing what’s
going on locally. Yet it’s just the first step to
becoming fully engaged, which is the part that
gives you all the “feels.” When you stay abreast of
local goings on and take action, you feel like you
are woven into the fabric of the place you live.
You enjoy the comfort that comes with knowing
who to call for what, who to lean on for support,
and where to go to get what you need.
To reap those benefits, doing some newsletter
reading is essential. You’re probably thinking
something like, “I can’t read yet another newsletter … My email inbox is overflowing.” Well, I get
it. I used to think that too. But I don’t anymore.
Here’s why.
There is a huge cost to not being an informed and
engaged citizen, both to you and to the community. As for the cost to you, you’ll miss out on
meeting a lot of amazing people and the mental
health benefits that stem from true connectedness
and volunteering. You also may not be as safe as
you can be from wildfires, smoke, blizzards, or
whatever nature decides to throw at us next.

COFFEE TALK: Truckee Town Council Member Anna Klovstad’s newsletter is a hidden gem. Here, she meets up with citizens at a local coffee
shop. Photo by Juli Shepp

As for the cost to the community, they are just as big.
If only a small number of people engage, they get to
determine the direction for the rest of us. But what
if that direction isn’t right? What if your voice could
have helped the community be a better place for you
and many others?
Let’s be realistic. No one has time to read every
email, attend every community meeting, or solve all
of our community’s problems. I certainly don’t. But
making time to understand the issues and engage on
the ones you are drawn to does make a difference.
Here are a few examples of things I read about in
newsletters recently that are very doable:
•

Fill out a survey about what our new library
should look and function like.

•

Drop off gently-used home goods for new Artist
Lofts residents.

•

Fill out the Placer County survey about changing
the names of three roads in Olympic Valley to
remove the word “Squaw.”

•

Go see the Forest Fire exhibit at the new rec
center to learn about the impact of wildfire.

Now that you know what it means and why it’s
a good idea to be a bona fide citizen, here’s how
to go about it. In this installment, I cover what
newsletters to sign up for to get an overview of
how the community works — to get the lay of
the land and stay connected.
The best place to start is with local news outlets,
such as the paper you’re reading right now.
Community newspapers are the perfect way to
get a birds-eye view of what’s happening day-today and on larger more ongoing issues. Lucky
for us, we have a few options in the region.
Since you are reading this right now, you are
obviously already acquainted with this important
resource; here are a few others you might not
have thought of:
See OWL
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•

TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL MEMBER ANNA
KLOVSTAD runs a weekly email list of her own.
This is an absolute gem. Each newsletter is jampacked with local information you won’t want to
miss. Every week Anna picks a local charity to
feature. Most recently I learned about Close to
Home Truckee (C2H), which is committed to
ending gender-based violence, transforming social
norms, and creating a safer community for all.
Anna is known for her care of the environment,
and always includes a Green Tip of the Week.
Did you know you can again bring your reusable
mug to get coffee? Covid had put that on hold
for quite a while but now it’s back on! You’ll
also get information about upcoming elections,
opportunities to go talk to local elected officials
in person, notices about agency meetings, and
ways to engage in the local art scene.

•

THE VISIT TRUCKEE-TAHOE newsletter may
be aimed at tourists, but let’s look beyond that.
It provides ways to spend your dollars locally.
This newsletter is where I learned about the
Sustainable Truckee Gift Card. This gift card can
be used at dozens of local businesses and Visit
Truckee-Tahoe will donate 25% of the card value
for things we can all appreciate like trail work,
graffiti cleanup, and wildfire prevention. That’s

MORE ONLINE
Sign up quickly via direct
links in this story on
moonshineink.com.

a win-win. Since retail therapy doesn’t
quite do it for me, I eagerly look for
the links to the Tahoe National Forest
snowmobile grooming updates, just
one of the resources on their Truckee
Travel Alert page. More than 200 miles
of trails are groomed and many of these
are a perfect place to spend a quiet
weekday morning. Get out and connect
with nature and literally learn the lay of
the land of our place.
•

GET A REAL SENSE of the lay of the land up in our mountains. View of the Martis
Valley and Truckee from Northstar California. Photo by Rachel Arst McCullough

THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE ON
THE NORTH SHORE AND TRUCKEE
keep your fingers on the pulse via their monthly
community forums, respectively the First Tuesday
Breakfast Club and Good Morning Truckee. Join
them on Zoom and get to know our community
leaders, ask them questions, and connect. You
can be assured that the topics are always timely
and on point. If it’s November, the GMs and
CEOs of the local ski resorts will be on a panel.
If an election just happened, our new elected

officials will be introducing themselves. If a global
pandemic has just descended, you will be certain
to hear from the hospital CEO. Wildfires? The
fire chief will be there. This kind of up-close
interaction with our leaders is not an opportunity
you’d easily get living the big city life, so don’t
pass it up.
Happy reading! Stay tuned for the next Owl Post
installment in April, in the quarterly Think Local
section.

THINK LOCAL THROWBACKS
NEWS

OPINION

• Treasure Trove of Transfer Fees, by Alex Hoeft, Oct. 15, 2021: Bit by bit, a percentage of every sale made in certain Truckee developments has funneled $30
million into nonprofits.
• Resilience Fund Gave Businesses ‘Breathing Room,’ by Kara Fox, April 9,2021:
Local loan program saves the day for small businesses during Covid, and now
looks to the future.
• New Kind of Library, by Ally Gravina, July 9, 2021: The proposed new library
is much more than just a place to check out books. It would be a full-on community center.

designing environments that
enrich the human experience
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• What Does it Mean to be a Tahoe/Truckee Local? by Pam Hobday,
Richard Anderson, Cline of Roundwood Furniture, Lucila Bratt,
and Trinkie Watson, Oct. 22, 2019: A series of mini-essays grappling with this age-old question. What does it mean to be a local
… or, perhaps, does it really matter?
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OPINION

The Future of
California’s Fish
— and People —
is Being Set Today
Yet there are reasons for
hope. We know what works to
restore and sustain California
fisheries. We must make sure
trout and salmon have quality
habitat: cold, clean waters in
which to spawn and grow.
MY SHOT

By Trevor Fagerskog

Fish matter. Perhaps more
than you think, because our
futures are linked. Fish, like
people, depend heavily on
one precious natural resource:
clean water.
Few fishes are more important
to California than native trout
and salmon. In good years,
California’s salmon support a
$4 billion industry. Nearly two
million anglers buy recreational
fishing licenses each year.
Fishing is a primary economic
driver for many coastal and
rural communities and a way
of life for many families and
Tribes.
Dollars and cents aside, native
salmonids have been a vital
part of California’s natural and
cultural heritage. Salmon are
a dietary and cultural cornerstone for many Indigenous
Californians. The nutrients
that salmon and steelhead
bring from the ocean nourish
whole watersheds. Only Alaska
has more native salmonids
than California.
But as climate change makes
things hotter and drier, these
and other native fishes are
rapidly losing habitat. The
skeletal flows in many streams
this year mean lethal temperatures and oxygen levels
for fish. Fishing opportunities
statewide have been reduced
or curtailed.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

An initiative called 30 x 30
California, an initiative to
protect 30% of the state’s lands
and waters by 2030 (linked
in the online version of this
article), provides a timely
mechanism for prioritizing the
actions needed to protect and
restore cold water habitats.
The state is preparing to
release a draft of its “Pathways
to 30 x 30” report for public
review and comment. Here
are some tactics and strategies
that should be included:
California can designate key
sources of cold, clean water
as “outstandingly natural
resource waters.” Managed by
state regional water boards,
this designation protects
important habitat for trout and
salmon from mining and other
development that degrades
water quality. The Eel and
South Fork Trinity rivers are
prime examples of waters to
evaluate for this designation, as
they support some of the best
remaining runs of steelhead in
California.
The state also can actively
support legislation that better
protects cold water habitats.
The Northwest California
Wilderness, Recreation and
Working Forests Act, the
Central Coast Heritage
Protection Act, and the San
Gabriel Mountains Foothills
and Rivers Protection Act
(information linked online) are
all examples of good legislation, informed by regional
needs, that do this.

To better inform resource
management decisions, the
state also needs to step up
its game in monitoring fish
and wildlife populations and
habitat conditions. Sciencedriven conservation groups
like Trout Unlimited are ready
and willing to partner in this
important work.
We also need to work with
Tribes and Nations and leaders
from other underrepresented
communities to leverage
the ecological expertise of
Indigenous Californians and
make access to the outdoors
more diverse and equitable.
Expanding recreation opportunities in developed areas, such
as by stocking fish in water
bodies created from old quarries, can help achieve this goal.
Funding programs such as
Vamos a Pescar that introduce
women and communities of
color to the joy of fishing are
also a great idea.
I have fished for native steelhead — the iconic sportfish
of coastal and Central Valley
streams — since 1990, and
have watched these fisheries
steadily decline. My commitment to conserving trout and
salmon stems from witnessing
this loss.

to go extinct if we do not act.
California must make strategic, science-driven investments
that capitalize on our state’s
remarkable biological and
cultural diversity to deliver on
the promise of 30 x 30, for fish
and people.

~ Trevor Fagerskog is chair of
the California Council of Trout
Unlimited, which brings together
diverse interests to care for and
recover rivers and streams so
our children can experience the
joy of wild and native trout and
salmon. He lives in Roseville.
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Shots Fired on the River

MY SHOT

By Keegan Kliman

We all have our favorite
places outdoors where we
go to escape the everyday
grind.
Whether it is a favorite
fishing hole, mountain
biking trail, or craggy peak
deep in the wilderness,
everyone has their “spot.”
Up until spring of 2021,
the Hirschdale section of
the Truckee River was one
of those places for me.
A recent change of land
ownership in the area has
complicated public access
to the river, leading me to
an interaction with a hothead and a loaded shotgun.
Here’s my story:
A couple months back, I
went down to the river with
my dog, waders, fly rods,
and a mini bike (a small
motorcycle with a golf cart
engine), planning to park
at the Hirschdale bridge
and ride down the road
to the public river access
point where we used to
fish all the time. Just as
I reached one of the new
gates that has been put up

on Nevada County land, I
heard the piercing blast of a
gunshot directly behind me.
I slammed on the breaks
and turned around to see
a man in the driver’s seat
of a truck with a shotgun
pointed out the window.
I sat there for a second,
dumbfounded. Did this guy
really just fire a warning
shot at me? He got out
of his truck, screaming,
spitting … and still holding
his shotgun. I cautiously
proceeded toward the man
and asked if there was a
problem. He yelled about
how this was now private
land and I was not welcome
to fish there. I pleaded my
case, citing legal easement
or right-of-way that was
established there long
before this guy purchased
the land. I assured him I
was only passing through
to access California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife land to fish the
river. He didn’t want to hear
it and called the sheriff.
When the sheriff arrived, he
admitted that the land ownership and public easement
down there had gotten very
convoluted and hesitantly
issued me a trespassing
citation at the landowner’s
request.

There were obviously
deeper rooted issues to
address here, but I’m
not one to argue with
law enforcement, and I
went home. Fortunately,
it didn’t take long for the
district attorney to drop
my trespassing charge.
However, the larger issue
still remains. The California
DFW’s Truckee River
Wildlife Area is public land,
yet access to it has been
illegally closed to the public
by this new landowner.
Yes, one passes through
his property while heading
toward the DFW land on
the river, but a California
law states that any road
used to access public land
for at least five years must
remain open. Regardless of
ownership changes.
Back in September, there
was a community meeting
held in Hirschdale about
this issue, where many
fly fishing guides, rafters,
and other members of the
community showed up to
discuss and suggest possible
solutions. The landowner’s
reasoning for closing the
road is that he believes
people have been trashing

Moonshine Ink’s Opinion section
is a platform for our readers to share their viewpoints
on important issues or react to Ink reporting. We
believe open dialogue is critical for civil discourse and
democracy, thus submissions are greatly encouraged
(email editors@moonshineink.com). At times, staff will
solicit opinion pieces on particular topics.
Opinion pieces are fact-checked and edited for style and
clarity. The author’s opinion is their own and does not
necessarily reflect the stance of Moonshine or its staff.

and disrespecting this part
of the river. Ideas brought
up included weekly community trash cleanups and
increased law enforcement
in the area to prevent illegal
camping.
Unfortunately, nothing has
changed. This used to be a
destination where families
with kids would enjoy a day
on the river with its amazing scenery and wildlife.
This used to be the only
takeout location in the area
for family-friendly class 2
floats. Now that access has
been illegally blocked, the
next takeout is in Floriston
which requires rafting
several larger and more
dangerous rebar riddled
rapids.
The bottom line is that
these road closures need
to be removed. For almost
a year now, this landowner

has posted illegal road
blocks, some of which
remain on Tahoe National
Forest land. So far, the
community has made it
clear that we are willing to
work with the landowner,
yet he has made it just as
clear that he is unwilling to
work with us. If you would
like to help, contact the
Nevada County District 5
supervisor, Hardy Bullock
(hardy.bullock@co.nevada.
ca.us), and let him know
how you feel about access
to our public land being
taken away from us.
~ Keegan Kliman lives in
Truckee, working as a ski
patroller in the winter and
managing a lodge in Alaska
in the summer with his wife,
Sasha. When he is not working in the mountains, you
can find him playing in the
outdoors with his splitboard
or fly rod.

In the meantime, five or six
mountain bikers passed us
without any harassment by
the landowner or sheriff.
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In response to Tahoe Keys
and the Fight to Put Toxic
Chemicals in Lake Tahoe,
My Shot opinion piece by
Julie Soules and Elise Fett

Let’s Take Our Chance
Aquatic invasive species —
weeds, fish and clams — are
the greatest ecological threat
to Lake Tahoe. On the south
shore, the Tahoe Keys’ manmade lagoons are ground zero
for the infestation of aquatic
invasive weeds in Tahoe, and
the problem is spreading. More
than 100 acres of the lake itself
are infected. The methods used
thus far to tackle the weeds
haven’t worked. So, we must try
something new before Tahoe
crosses the tipping point. Once
Lake Tahoe’s waters go green,
there’s no way to turn them
back.
In mid-January, a proposal
to test a wide range of weed
control methods comes up
for approval. The “Control
Methods Test” includes a suite
of proven technologies from
around the world, along with
emerging methods and new
combinations of these treatments — including ultraviolet
light, laminar flow aeration,
and a one-time, targeted use of
herbicides in enclosed, deadend lagoons — to reveal how
we can beat back the weeds
and protect the lake. The test
has been through more than
a year of strict environmental,
scientific and regulatory review
to get to this point.
The community, agencies,
and everyone involved with
the proposal is approaching
the possible use of herbicides
with caution and care, and
that’s exactly as it should be.
No one takes the Tahoe Basin’s
ecological health more seriously
than the League to Save Lake
Tahoe. We support the test
because science clearly shows
that aquatic weeds pose a
dire threat, the status quo will
not solve the problem, strict
controls will safeguard the
environment during the trials,
and the fate of Lake Tahoe is at
stake.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

The project’s environmental
studies conclude that taking
no action, or continuing what’s
being done now, will result
in the most harmful outcome
for the lake. This test gives us
the chance to avoid the worst.
Let’s take it.

~ Darcie Goodman Collins,
PhD, CEO, League to Save
Lake Tahoe/Keep Tahoe Blue,
via letter
In response to Hirschdale
property debate

Access to Public Land
I am one of the founders of
the Truckee River Alliance,
a coalition of Truckee local
river enthusiasts, fisherpeople, kayakers, rafters,
hikers, and swimmers who
share a concern about the
loss of access along the
Truckee River, particularly the
recent loss of the historically
important recreation section
downstream of Hirshdale.
Myself, as well as members
of Trout Unlimited, American
Whitewater, the Tahoe
Pyramid Bike Trail, and
others have been part of
a stakeholder work group
that Nevada County put
togeher to try to figure out
ways to restore recreation
access recently loss due to
a new land owner. Since his
purchase of eight parcels
of riverfront land two years
ago that most assumed was
publicly owned, the owner
has blocked all access to
federal and state lands
beyond his property with
36+ tons of boulders, a lot of
threatening signage, armed
hired patrol, a gate, and video
cameras. In a recent incident,
a man was followed back to
his Glenshire residences after
an encounter with an armed
patrolman and more recently
guns were actually fired into
the air by his patrol.
People have been using this
river access land to teach their
kids fishing, kayaking, rafting,
and swimming for generations.
One of the critical pieces
of the story is that Nevada
County received funding
of just under $10 million to
replace the condemned bridges
in Hirschdale, and they plan
to break ground in 2022 to
replace these bridges. Years

before the new land owner
purchased the properties,
community members lobbied
to not just remove the bridges,
but to replace them because of
the critical recreation access
they provide to the river and
the Tahoe Pyramid Trail.
Now, in a hurry to use the
allotted funds for this project,
the county communications
representative is stating that
they do not have to provide
recreation access when they
replace the bridges. Doing so
will effectively only serve the
property owner ... to the tune
of 9 million tax payer dollars.
The Truckee River Alliance
has met with the property
owner and offered to work out
long term remediation of previous issues with trash, etc. at
the river acess points, but the
property owner has been thus
far unresponsive to requests to
restore historic public access.
As such we are reaching out to
Moonshine Ink to try to inform
the public of this $9 million
potential boondoggle before it
comes to fruition.

~ Erik Johnson, via letter
In response to Rescuing the
Rescuers

TNSAR Stepped Up
Measure twice, cut (or order)
once? Grateful community
resolved the challenge!

Have a thought?
We want to know what you think
of our coverage of local news,
mountain life, arts, and culture.
We want to hear about the topics
you care about in the community.
Send letters to the editor to
editors@moonshineink.com to see
your name and thoughts in print!

S O L U T I O N S T O P U Z Z L E PA G E , P. 4 6

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“IT WILL NOT BE ENOUGH

FOR US TO RUE THE
PAST. REBUILDING AND
REHABILITATION CANNOT BE
TAKEN TO MEAN A RETURN TO
BUSINESS AS USUAL.”

~ Susan Walls, Reno, via
Facebook

~ ARUNDHATI ROY
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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n the Tahoe Sierra MLS, the number of single-family homes sold in December was down 6% from the month of
November and down 38% compared to December of the previous year. This December, median price was up 19%
from November and up 43% in comparison to December 2020. In Incline Village and Crystal Bay, Nevada, single-family
home sales were down 36% from November and decreased 58% from the previous year. Median price remained flat from
November and was up by 7% year over year. Five lakefront single-family homes between Incline Village and Rubicon Bay
were sold in the month of December, bringing total lakefront sales in 2021 to 32 homes, matching the sales volume of 2020.

Brought to you by

~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe Luxury Properties

UNITS SOLD

Single-family homes sold
as of Dec. 31

North and
West Shores**
Incline Village/
Crystal Bay

5

Tahoe
Lakefronts
0

32

16
10

20

30

1.8M

$

1.4M

$

1.4M

$

32

Truckee*

39

40

12

42

40

$

3.350M

North and Incline Village/
West Shores** Crystal Bay
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50

Tahoe
Lakefronts
=
$21.7M

500000
0

Single-family homes pending as of Jan. 1

Single-family homes median price
as of Dec. 31

2000000

1000000

Single-family homes for sale as of Jan. 1

29

MEDIAN PRICE
1500000

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

HOMES FOR SALE

50

Truckee*

TLUXP.COM

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Including 6 Tahoe Lakefronts

Including 3 Tahoe Lakefronts

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $1.4M
Truckee*

North & West Shores**

Incline Village/Crystal Bay

*Includes Northstar **Includes Olympic Valley and Alpine Meadows
~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.
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Median Madness
Average single-family home
price broke records last year

D

espite the smoke that
kept many would-be
buyers at bay through
much of August, 2021 was
a record-breaking year for
Tahoe/Truckee real estate
sales. The median sales
prices in many of our major
markets rose to levels never
seen before.

that have traditionally been
the top of the market on
the California side of Lake
Tahoe.

The median lakefront sales
price last year (on the
California side of Lake
Tahoe) was a little over
HOW’S THE MARKET
$7.8 million (up from
By Jackie Ginley
$5.8 million in 2020), a
In all of Tahoe/Truckee,
spike fueled in part by the
which includes Donner
December sale of Lucky
Summit, the ski areas, and all the
Bluff, a beautiful compound for $33
neighborhoods around Lake Tahoe on
million. The property consists of three
the California side, the median sales
homes (one of which is an impressive
price rose to $1.2 million — almost
entertainment pavilion designed after
40% over what it had been the year
a Buddha stupa and includes a fivebefore.
star guest suite) on a vast, white-sand
stretch of Rubicon Bay.
In Incline, the median price of a
single-family home hit a new high
Across the board, the majority of
of $2 million. And the East Shore,
homes (more than two-thirds in
stretching from Glenbrook to
many markets) sold at or over the
Stateline, climbed to $1.9 million, an
asking price. Amid Covid shutdowns,
increase driven largely by half a dozen
and the ability to work from home,
lakefront sales in the $10 million to
buyers showed a strong preference
$20 million range.
for areas that offered great amenities
like fitness centers, golf, year-round
In the Martis Valley, composed of
swimming, and clubhouses.
the gated golf course communities
of Martis Camp, Lahontan, and
Nowhere was that truer than in
Schaffer’s Mill, the median sales price
Tahoe Donner, a resort destination
skyrocketed to $5.3 million, up from
of some 6,000 home sites in the hills
$3.6 million the year before. The tony
above Truckee. Homes there sold, on
Martis Camp, where you can dip in a
average, 8% over the asking price, and
saline pool or book your own sommethe median sales price rose to $1.2
lier, led the charge with more than 100
million, more than 40% higher than in
home sales over the past two years.
2020.
The median sales price at Martis
Camp alone rose to more than $6.5
million last year, up from $5.25
million in 2020. Those are price tags
are almost as high as the lakefronts

For the first time ever, luxury sales in
Tahoe Donner outpaced the overall
market. Almost two-thirds of the
homes that changed hands there last
year closed for $1 million or more,

Expect Excellence

LUCKY FIND: Lucky Bluff, a compound located along a vast, white-sand stretch of

Rubicon Bay, sold for $33 million. Photo Courtesy Trinkie Watson/Chase International
as compared to 2020, when those
high-end sales represented roughly a
quarter of all homes sold.
Tahoe Donner’s luxury sales included
a dozen brand new homes (all of
which got their asking price), driving the average sales price for new
construction there to $679 per square
foot.
While there were some deals to be had
in the fall, Incline Village saw homes
selling on average for 6% over asking
with record-breaking lakefront sales
approaching $50 million.
Is it a bubble?
I don’t think so, but a lot will depend
on whether companies continue
to allow employees to work from
home (at least part of the time), and
whether those who bought in recent
years decide to sell in the wake of the
record-breaking snowfall and power
outages the region experienced over
the Christmas holiday period.

Inventory levels are at an all-time low,
less than a month’s worth of supply
in many neighborhoods. On Jan.
4, for example, there were just six
homes available for sale in all of Tahoe
Donner.
A balanced market offers six months
of supply; less than that tends to favor
sellers. Moving into 2022, the ski areas
and Incline Village have less than two
months of supply; Martis Valley has a
little more than two months’ worth.
Limited supply in the face of demand
drives up prices. If sellers choose to
take advantage of that and list their
homes this spring, however, we could
move toward more of a balanced
market in 2022.
Please call or email me if you would
like to know what your home is worth.
~ Jackie Ginley (775) 391-9443;
jackie@tahoeishome.com
*Jackie is building her own home in
Tahoe Donner this spring.

Small Town Care...
Big City Credentials
Board Certified
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons
right here in Truckee!
Dan Martin DDS
Rachel Appelblatt DDS MD

Jackie Ginley

Unparalleled Advertising | Proven Results

I N T E R N AT I O N A L

775-391-9443 | Jackie@TahoeisHome.com | www.TahoeisHome.com | Broker NV. 145245 CA. 1969342
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Excellent Surgery Care | Compassionate Team | Competitive Rates
TahoeOralSurgery.com | 530-587-5440
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Safe

Space

Be safety smart when
using space heaters

SPACE IT UP
By Juliana Demarest
Moonshine Ink

B

rrr… Did the unusually cold
temperatures that kicked off
the New Year have you searching
for a little more warmth in your
life? Portable space heaters are
an easy way to turn up the heat.
Just be sure to do your homework
to find the best type to suit your
needs while keeping safety in
mind.
The Consumer Product Safety
Commission estimates that portable electric heaters are involved in
about 1,100 fires per year, resulting in roughly 50 deaths, dozens
of injuries, and millions of dollars
in property loss. The National Fire
Protection Association reports that
each year, 32% of home heating
fires involve space heaters and
account for approximately 80% of
home heating fire deaths in the
United States.
There are several different types
of space heaters, including fan,
ceramic, infrared, oil-filled, propane, and panel units. Both fan
and ceramic models are similar in

34
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SAFETY ZONE: Cal Fire advises to keep any
flammable materials from within 3 feet of any
type of space heater on all sides.

that they use a fan to distribute
hot air. The difference is that
traditional fan-based heaters have
a metal coil element that is heated,
while their counterparts have
ceramic tiles inside that retain
heat. Oil-filled heaters give off
radiant heat, much like the old
radiator home heating systems of
yore; however, they are powered
by electricity, which heats up the
oil within the unit. Panel styles,
too, give off radiant heat, but use
electrical currents to produce heat
instead of oil and typically don’t
generate as much heat as other

MOONSHINEINK.COM

models, making
them less effective in warming
up an entire
room.
Infrared heaters work in a
different way
in that they
don’t actually
give off heat.
Electromagnetic
waves emitted
into the air heat
up objects in
the room,
like walls,
furniture,
carpeting, and of
course, people.
Propane-driven heaters
work like infrared varieties but
are powered by liquid propane
rather than electricity, and therefore can still be operated in the
case of a power outage. It should
be noted, however, that with an
open flame, these models pose
a greater safety risk of fire and
explosion, and some models cannot be safely operated indoors.
There are many options, and all
can be both beneficial (or even
necessary in these cold months)
and dangerous. Cal Fire estimates
that half of all home heating fires
are reported during the months of
December, January, and February.
So no matter which style you
choose, it’s important to keep
safety in mind when operating a
portable space heater.

DO’S:

• Keep all flammable materials
from within 3 feet of the heater
on all sides. This includes things
like clothing, papers, furniture,
blankets, curtains, etc.
• Select a heater that has the seal
of a nationally recognized testing laboratory such as UL. This
ensures that it won’t ignite tissue if
tipped over.
• Pick a model with an automatic
shut-off mechanism should the
unit overheat or tip over.
• Ensure that your home has properly working smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors on all floors.
• Place your unit on a smooth, flat
surface.
• Have a 3-foot “kid-free zone”
around open fires and space
heaters.

DON’TS:

• Do not leave space heaters running when exiting the room, going
to bed, or leaving the house.
• Do not use an extension cord or
power strip to run portable space
heaters. This poses a greater risk
of fire.
• Do not run a space heater
continuously, 24/7. This increases
risk of overheating.
• Do not plug more than one
heater into a single outlet.
• Do not use a unit that has a damaged plug or frayed cord.
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SOUL KITCHEN

JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

W

inter is here! You know what
that means … it’s citrus season! While in North Tahoe it doesn’t
feel like it’s the time of year for the
tangy sweetness of tree fruits like
oranges and grapefruit, the winter
months give to us some of the best
flavors warmer climes have to offer.
“January brings many citrus varieties that we are so lucky to be able to
enjoy even when we are buried with
snow,” explained Tahoe Food Hub’s
program director, Marissa Yakaitis.
“Much of these fruits are grown just
down the hill and there’s nothing
like a juicy orange after a long day
on the slopes.”
Although some fruits like bananas
and peaches will ripen after being
plucked from a tree, citrus does not,
so it is harvested at peak ripeness.
When it comes to citrus, a weightier
fruit is a juicier fruit because the
heavier an orange or grapefruit
is, the higher its water content is.
Juicier doesn’t always mean sweeter,
however. Early season varieties tend
to be a little less sweet than later
varieties since the latter were likely
left on the tree a little longer.
There are over 100 different varieties of citrus fruits like lemons,
limes, grapefruit, and oranges.
Believed to be native to the tropical
and subtropical regions of Asia,
they are now cultivated in similar

climates around the world. Citrus
fruits are in season from December
through April and with their thick,
protective rind, can be stored for
long periods at cold temperatures.
“The star of the January citrus
show is the blood orange,” Yakitis
said. “There are several varieties
of blood oranges that provide a
sliding scale of sweetness.”
Blood oranges, in particular, are
native to Spain and Italy and
thrive in the Mediterranean-like
climate of California. They are
less acidic and slightly sweeter
than other oranges. There are
three varieties — Moro, Tarocco,
and Sanguinello — with the Moro
being the most common variety
grown in California. While blood
oranges, in general, have a deeper
colored flesh inside, the distinct
rich burgundy hue of the Moro is
easily recognizable. It also holds
more antioxidants than any variety
and combats cancer-causing free
radicals in the body, notes Yakaitis.
The Tarocco has less color but is
sweetest in flavor. It is usually the
first variety available during citrus
season. Sanuinelli blood oranges,
which are smaller in size with a
tarter flavor profile, are the last in
line to ripen.
“While every variety is a tasty snack
on its own, there are many other

STICKY SWEET:
Citrus fruits abound
throughout the winter
months and are in
season from December
through April.

ways to make the most of this
lovely fruit in both sweet and
savory applications, depending
on the variety,” Yakaitis said.
“Using its fresh juice in cocktails
is a no-brainer, but have you ever
tried a blood orange vinaigrette?”
She shared with Moonshine her
quick and easy (just the way we
like to cook!) recipe for a flavorful vinaigrette to jazz up your
next salad. But don’t stop there,
chunks of blood oranges are a
perfect addition to your plate of
fresh greens, adding both flavor
and nutrients.

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com
530-550-9000

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Juice and zest of one blood orange
2 Tbs mustard (Dijon or whole grain
is best)
1/3 cup apple cider vinegar or
Sherry vinegar (really anything but
balsamic would work)
2/3 cup olive oil (Tahoe Food Hub
suggests local Sierra Foothill oils
such as from Towani Organic Farm)

We’re here.
We’re ready.

SPACIOUS DINE IN &
HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

Takeout availability varies based on restaurant’s overall capacity

TANGY BLOOD
ORANGE VIN:

2001965

When a disaster strikes, my team and I will be
there. Backed by one of the industry’s largest
catastrophe response teams, we’ll be ready to
help when you need us.
DOWNLOAD THE STATE FARM® MOBILE APP
IN THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY TODAY.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Great responsibility comes
with social media usage
BY SCARLETT FIERRO
Special to Moonshine Ink

Kids
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L

ots of responsibility
comes with having social
media, especially when you
have a bigger audience.
With having a social media
platform, you have to be
careful of what you post,
whether it’s a picture, a
video, or even a quote.
Part of the responsibility of
having followers is keeping
your audience happy. You
want to make sure you’re
entertaining your viewers.
Most of the time, this eats
up all the creator’s time

and thoughts. It becomes
a big stress wave, always
overthinking every picture
or video. Yes, be aware of
what you post, but don’t let
it drain you.
Social media definitely provides entertainment to its
users, so much enjoyment
that it can become a major
distraction. Coming from
someone who has a fair
number of TikTok followers,
staying on task is tough.
For teens it can cause them
to get sidetracked in school,
often resulting in bad
grades. With adults, they
won’t be able to do their
best at work.

Getting
addicted to
how and when
you post your
life on social
media is super
time consuming and very unhealthy for
your mental state. Spending
too much time thinking
about your next post — and
being on social
media in general
— can trigger
insecurities
and increase
your risk of
depression. All
these social media
apps were created to help
people connect in a virtual
way, but over the years it
has incited cyber bullying,
addiction, and even suicide.
Although social media
can be a big
distraction it’s also
a place where you
can be creative and
productive. You can
use your platform to
inspire and influence
others as well as to share
ideas or creations. Many
people on the internet don’t
only use their platforms
to share what’s going on
in their lives, but they
also make it a career path.
Making it such takes a lot
of work and responsibility,
going back to making sure
you’re entertaining your
audience and dedicating
your life to social media.
With all the negative aspects
of having social media in your
life, you might be wondering, “Why do kids like it so
much?” Coming from a kid,
here are some reasons why
I like it and continue to use
it regularly: On my TikTok
platform I love making funny,
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TIKKING AWAY: When Scarlett Fierro’s parents agreed to
her having a TikTok account, they never expected her to
amass the tens of thousands of followers she has today.
Courtesy screenshot

weird videos with my
friends. We dance, we
laugh, and it’s great bonding
time! We can be creative and
silly and share those feelings
and experiences with our
friends online. The
positive feedback is
very rewarding. I
also enjoy watching
others’ content.
A lot of it is hilarious,
inspirational, and makes you
say “wow.” Overall, I have fun
posting and watching videos
on my platform.
When I first asked my
parents if I could create a
social media account, they
were both very hesitant.
I’d gone through lots of
bullying at school and they
didn’t want it to start hap-

pening online as well. So,
I came up with a solution!
I created accounts for both
my parents so they can
monitor everything I post
on my TikTok platform to
make sure I am being safe
and respected online.
Now they can see me
online in all my ridiculous, fabulous glory!
In all, social media can
be a lot. With the right
control and mindset, it can
be an amazing experience!
So much to do, so much
to see. It’s a pretty cool
creation.
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Motorize Your
Pow Addiction
Part dirt bike, part snowmobile, all adrenaline:
Timbersleds take enthusiasts deep into winter

BY CRAIG C. ROWE

Special to Moonshine Ink

C

omedian Daniel Tosh has a
line that mocks the idea that
money can’t buy happiness.

BRRRAPPING THROUGH THE SNOW: It’s a dirt bike!
It’s a snowmobile! No – it’s a Timbersled! Courtesy photo

“Because it buys a WaveRunner.
Ever seen a sad person on a
WaveRunner?”

Typically kit-built from a dirt bike,
a Timbersled exchanges the front
wheel for a single ski attached to
the shocks. The rear drivetrain
is replaced with a track system.
Come spring, simply swap it all
back and hit the dirt trails.

I think of that joke every time
I see what’s called a motorized
snow bike, or as they’ve become
known, Timbersleds.

Prices range from around $2,000
to $7,500 and are categorized by
skill level and the type of terrain a
rider plans to tackle.

How can it not be fun?

If necessity is the mother of
invention, then the motorized
snow bike’s roots can be traced
back to someone who needed to
have more fun in winter. (Who in
Tahoe would question that logic?)

A Timbersled is part dirt bike,
part snowmobile, all adrenaline
— a Frankenstein’s monster of
snow-slashing, tree-slaloming
winter fun.
Powersports company Polaris
owns the brand name Timbersled,
but the name has become the
universal term for this hybrid
machine, like Kleenex and Xerox.
It sounds like something every
lumberjack needs.
Polaris leads the category, selling kits that can transform most
dirt bikes into one of these Mad
Max-inspired powder-hunters in a
few hours.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

However, the someone behind
these machines was actually two
someones: Allen and Natasha
Mangum, an Idaho couple known
for designing custom equipment
for riding snowmobiles in steep,
challenging terrain. The Mangums
tinkered for years with the idea,
and even came up with the name.
According to timbersled.com,
production started a year after a
2009 prototype gained traction.

By 2015, Polaris sought to acquire
what the Mangums had created,
and motorized snow biking
officially had all the horsepower it
needed to carve trenches into the
winter powersports market.
That same winter, Truckee’s Daron
Huck discovered what Polaris was
so keen to acquire.
“A good buddy I worked with just
happened to throw down and buy
one,” said Huck, owner of local
powersports rental and touring
company Tahoe Dirt Bikes.

“I immediately ordered one, built
it, and started renting it.”
Huck was in the early days of his
company at the time, but knew
he saw a new way to help people
enjoy Tahoe winters. “I ended up
buying five that spring,” he said.
He explained that snow bikes
have a mellow learning curve for
anyone who already knows how to
ride a motorcycle.

See TIMBERSLEDS p. 38
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TIMBERSLEDS from p. 37

“You can get on one of
these and figure it out
in about 15 minutes,”
Huck said. “You can go a
lot of places on your first
day with a Timbersled,
especially off-trail, through
the trees. Whereas with
a snowmobile, it takes a
while to get comfortable
off-trail.”
The intrinsic agility of
the Timbersled offers
unique opportunities for
riders to maneuver among
snow-strewn trees, a set of
characteristics that likely
led to the brand’s identity,
and what makes them so

addictive to ride in the
backcountry.
It’s not just the thrill of filling the air with cold smoke
that makes snow bikes such
a winter thrill. Huck says
they make spring hardpack
a bunch of fun, too.
“Every snow condition is
different, like the heavy wet
stuff can be easy to become
stuck [in],” Huck said. “But
come spring, mid-morning,
when the snow is all set up
and firm, that’s probably
the condition when these
things really shine.”
As in skiing, being able to
set an edge is important.

“When the snow surface
is firm, it’s harder to put
a snowmobile on edge,
off-trail,” he said. “But
with Timbersled, it’s just
so natural.”
Huck says he still enjoys
getting out on his snowmobile, as each vehicle
performs in its own way.
“For experienced motorcycle riders who want to
come up here and try the
Timbersled, they’re going
to have a successful trip.”
Huck relayed the story
of one guest who seemed
rather stoic about an
upcoming tour, seemingly

PANIC

Calm

The shortest distance between these
two points is

a financial plan.

Let an independent financial advisor help you craft a
plan that puts your interests and objectives first.
That’s an approach that makes sense in
these—or any—market conditions.
TIM-BER! A cross between a dirt bike and a snowmobile, Timbersleds
are typically built from a kit that swaps out the front wheel of a dirt bike
for a ski, and the rear drivetrain with a track system. Courtesy photo

skeptic of this unique
snow play machine.
“They took them out on
their own, and this one big

guy, he didn’t have much
expression or anything.
But when he got back,
he gave me a big hug. He
loved it.”

Even in these times, we can uncover

B i l l A u s t i n CFP® a n d J o h n M a n o c c h i o CFP®

530-563-5250

bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com
11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

w w w. Pa c i f i c C r e s t W P. c o m

William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.
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your best self. In fact, there’s no better time.
Radical Forgiveness teaches us,

“I’m not ok, you’re not ok,
and that’s ok!”

Dinny Evans

Radical Well Being Coach
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com | www.radicalwellbeing.com
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Defining a Culture

What it really means
to be a ski bum

BY BILL HATFIELD

Special to Moonshine Ink

W

hat are we talking about when
we talk about ski bums? Are
we referring to the lengths people are
willing to go to ski day after day? Or
are we talking about the things people
refuse to do so they can ski?
Like living in a ski town and getting
on the resort slopes, being a ski bum
is becoming increasingly cost prohibitive. As the world changes, so, too, do
the ways people are maintaining the
lifestyles of a being ski bums.
In the documentary film Ski Bum: The
Warren Miller Story, Miller says, “You’ve
left the city to go to the mountains.

OFF PISTE, ON POINT: “I love the lifestyle of being able to be outside all the time and being able to teach kids about the outdoors and how to love
it. I think we protect the things that we love,” Carolyn Highland told Moonshine Ink. Photo by Joe Connolly

That’s when you’re assumed to be a ski
bum.”
A tidy and simple definition — true
enough at some point in time — but
does it hold up today?
It seems unlikely now to find people
living in resort parking lots, skinning
and cleaning rabbits in chalet sinks
like Miller and his friend, Ward Baker,
did at Sun Valley in the late 1940s.
“It simply didn’t matter to a bum what
he did below 6,000 feet,” says Romain
Gary in his 1964 novel The Ski Bum.

Are we just talking about duct-taped
jackets, grazing cafeteria tables for
food, sleeping in cars, sneaking on
lifts, and having roommates and house
parties? Or is our conversation about
something else?
Perhaps this sketch accurately
defined a ski bum in pop culture
or in the public’s perception. And
perhaps it was always a little too
simple of a definition.
It could be that we are talking about all
those things — or none of them at all.
Like a foggy, flat-light powder day, ski

bums can exist without definition. The
term can be elusive, opaque, obscured
by the personalities that embody it.
Ski bums come from all over — from
Southern California, from the east,
from overseas. What they have in
common is their objective: to ski.
Miller and Gary defined the term by
geography. Tahoe-based filmmaker
Scott Gaffney thinks of it more in terms
of intentions: A ski bum is “someone
who puts skiing first and foremost
above anything else in their life,” he
said. “Someone whose priorities are
basically dictated by playing in snow.”
Gaffney said he lived in a room so
small it felt like a closet when he
first arrived in Tahoe City. This was
a step up from employee housing in
Colorado, where he had worked as a
lift operator at Keystone.
“I think it’s just a lot more difficult to
be a ski bum today. Because of the
expenses of living in ski bum places,
living in ski towns,” he said.
Gaffney has certainly been around long
enough to have encountered plenty of
personalities that exemplify the term ski
bum. He’s made his career out of telling
their stories, among other subjects.
Most of us probably know people who
focus on skiing over other priorities.
Some of us may do that ourselves.

NICE TURNS: Skip Wilson making tracks in waist-deep powder on Jake’s Peak on the West Shore of Lake Tahoe. He has enjoyed moments like this
on all seven continents. He said he “needed something for [his] obituary beyond ‘he was a ski bum who worked at the market.’” Courtesy photo

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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How many of us haven’t worked a
string of low-paying, seasonal jobs,
or slept in cramped bedrooms with
See SKI
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annoying roommates so we
could ski? Surely, we’re not all
ski bums. Are we?
Like many ski town folks,
employment has been at
the forefront of concern to
George “Skip” Wilson IV. In
2006, Wilson came to Tahoe,
and a friend from college
got him his first job working
nights at a grocery store.

For most of the next 14
years, Wilson exemplified
the work/play/chase winter
description that should sound
familiar to ski town residents.
“I’ve worked at grocery stores
as my year-round gig and
then lots of work at ski shops
in the winter and restaurants
in summer,” he said.

“That allowed me to ski days,
so it sounded great,” he said.

Wilson isn’t showing any
sign of leaving the lifestyle
any time soon. In 2020
he relocated to Whistler,
British Columbia.

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

OFFERING SNOW REMOVAL
Walkways 0 Stairs 0 Decks
Hot Tub 0 Bear Bins
Handcrews & Snowblowers
Commercial & Residential

“I had a one-year work permit
lined up and it sounded
interesting, and it was
something I wanted to do,”
he said. Currently working at
Tahoe Dave’s Skis and Boards
for the winter holidays, he
has applied for permanent
residency in Canada and
hopes to return soon.
“All of a sudden, after a
decade plus in Tahoe, you’re
moving to Whistler and
saying, ‘Maybe Canada is the
next 10 years.’”
Wilson said one thing that
has changed about being a
ski bum is the attainability of
the lifestyle.
“I think the factors that
motivate people to leave
a ski town or leave the ski
bum lifestyle are much more
powerful now than they’ve
ever been.”
But he considers himself
fortunate and has had the
opportunity to take ski trips
all over the world.

gratefulgardens.biz

Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372
You dream it. We make it happen.

“I got fantastic healthcare
benefits and paid vacation
and retirement, lots of things
you don’t get with ski town
jobs,” he noted

LEARN TO SKI

Carolyn Highland, who
was recently featured in
Backcountry Magazine’s
YouTube series The New

Class, teaches humanities at
Tahoe Expedition Academy
in Truckee.
This “new class” of ski bums
are talking at least as much
about what they do off the
slopes as on them.
“I definitely live here
because of skiing,” she said.
“Living in Truckee affords
me the opportunity to be
able to ski tour all the time.”
During graduate school at
the University of Denver,
Highland became unhappy
with her skiing to driving
ratio.
“I found myself driving
an hour and a half on a
weeknight to go skin up the
resort,” she said. “Luckily,
being a teacher is a job that’s
pretty portable,” she said.
Highland sought out a
solution that combined her
passion for skiing and her
dedication to her career as
a teacher and writer, and in
2018 relocated to Truckee.
“I feel really grateful to have
a job that is really meaningful to me and is something
that I’ve put a lot of time
and effort and education
into getting, but also allows
me to live in a ski town
and to be able to ski all the
time,” she said.

The idea of a ski bum
“hopefully is moving into
something that encompasses
a lot more people and allows
people to pursue multiple
things at once,” she said.
“It feels like it’s changing a
little bit in the way that it’s
defined.”
So, what is it that we are
saying when we use the term
ski bum?
Ski bums are more than the
physical characteristics they
symbolize; they are more
than the spaces they occupy,
more than their purposes
and intentions, more than
their actions and behaviors,
even.
For better or worse, modern-day discussions include
the influence we have on our
peers and community, our
impact on the world around
us, our living situations, our
careers, our relationships.
Ski bums are not campy
caricatures from pop culture
or vintage relics from the
old days. We are talking
about the community itself.
Ski bums still walk among
us. They are us. We are all
bums. And we are all in this
together.
When we talk about ski
bums, are we not just talking
about each other?

AT TAHOE’S BEST XC

TAHOE DONNER CROSS COUNTRY SKI CENTER
VOTED BEST CROSS
COUNTRY SKI AREA
IN NORTH LAKE
TAHOE + TRUCKEE

6 YEARS IN A ROW

Professional ski school offering lessons,
programs + clinics
Top-of-the-line rental + demo gear
The best XC-focused facility in Tahoe,
including cafe, bar + shop

LEARN MORE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/XC
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WISDOM IN THE WILD: Carolyn Highland’s book, Out Here: Wisdom from the Wilderness, a collection of essays
about her time living and working in the outdoors, debuted in September 2020. Photo by Joe Connolly

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

• It doesn’t all ﬁt here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.

TAP CALENDAR

FEB. 12 & 15 to 16

FEB. 3
THROUGH SUMMER

FEB. 17

JAN. 21

JAN 31

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) Hilaree Nelson shares Antarctica tales at the Alpenglow Sports Speaker Series; NASTC offers Level 1 Avalanche Safety course; Truckee Roundhouse
presents encaustic painting workshop; music of Creedence Clearwater Revival featured; Alpenglow Sports Speaker Series features Conrad Anker and Johnathan “Malik” Martin. Courtesy photos

ONGOING
Through March
OUTDOORS | Truckee Skating Rink
Now Open for Winter Season

The ice rink at Truckee River Regional Park is open to the public for
skating. Public skate sessions are
held on Fridays from 3 to 8 p.m., and
Saturdays and Sundays from noon
to 8 p.m. Single-day admission is $8
for residents, $12 for nonresidents;
skate rentals and season passes are
available. Info: tdrpd.org

Thursdays

COMMUNITY | Bingo Night
Alibi Ale Works is keeping alive the
Thursday bingo night tradition. What
started as Incline Village’s best bingo
night has transformed into one of the
most ridiculous and outrageous bingo
nights in all of Northern Nevada — maybe even anywhere in the West. It’s loud
and it’ll put a smile on your face and a
solid amount of beer in your belly. Gift
cards are awarded to the winner of each
round as well. Info: 6 p.m.; alibialeworks.
com

Fridays

OUTDOORS | Weekly Sunset

Snowshoe Tours

Join Tahoe Adventure Company as the
sun sets and casts a beautiful alpenglow on the Sierra Nevada mountains.
Tours offered every Friday or by special
arrangement with four or more guests.
Special events are popular with all
levels, abilities, and ages (8 and older).
Star tours are $95 per person, full moon
and sunset tours are $85 per person.
Location is based on snow levels and
group location. Single travelers are
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

welcome; call to inquire. Info: tahoeadventurecompany.com

Jan. 15

ARTS & CULTURE | Bone Thugs N’

Harmony to play in South Lake

Late-Nite Productions presents Lake
Tahoe Snowjam 2022, featuring Bone
Thugs N’ Harmony plus Too $hort and
DJ Shortkut, live at Bally’s Lake Tahoe
(formerly Montbleu Resort) in South
Lake Tahoe. Show starts at 7 p.m.
Advance tickets are available starting
at $34.95 (plus tax and fees) in person
at the Montbleu box ofﬁce, by calling
(775) 588-3515, or online at ticketmaster.com. Info: ballyslaketahoe.com

Jan. 21

ARTS & CULTURE | Tribute to

Creedence Clearwater Revival

Classic Albums Live performs Creedence
Clearwater Revival’s Chronicles album live
at The Center for the Arts in Grass Valley.
Founded in 2003 by Craig Martin, Classic
Albums Live has become the ultimate
destination for music lovers wanting to
hear the greatest albums performed live
without gimmickry and cheesy impersonations. Relying only on the music, using
the world’s best musicians, Classic Albums
Live has deﬁned itself as a mainstay in
performing arts centers across North
America. This show was rescheduled from
2020. Tickets have been automatically
transferred to the new date for those who
previously purchased tickets. Info: 8 p.m.;
Marisa Funk Theater, tickets $42 to $57;
thecenterforthearts.org

Jan. 21 to Feb. 19
ARTS & CULTURE | A Doll’s House

Brüka Theatre presents A Doll’s House,
Part 2 written by Lucas Hnath. The play

begins with a knock on the door — the
same door that was slammed shut in the
ﬁnal scene of Ibsen’s 1879 groundbreaking masterwork. Nora Helmer made
the shocking decision to leave her
husband and children to begin a life on
her own. This climactic event — when
Nora slams the door on everything in
her life — instantly propelled world
drama into the modern age. In A Doll’s
House, Part 2, many years have passed
since Nora’s exit. Now, there’s a knock
on that same door. Nora has returned
after 15 years. But why? And what will it
mean for those she left behind? Tickets
available at the Brüka box ofﬁce (775)
323-3221, online at bruka.org, or at the
Melting Pot World Emporium on South
Virginia Street. Find full Covid requirements online. Info: tickets available for
various performance dates in January
and February; bruka.org

Jan. 29

OUTDOORS | Hiking the Paciﬁc Crest

Trail in the Later Years

Hiking the 2,650-mile Paciﬁc Crest Trail
is a challenge in its own right, let alone
attempting it in the later years of life. With
the average age of hikers on the trail at
28 years old, the physical and mental
challenges present a whole new arena
when the hikers are in their late 50s and
60s. Alan Hammond, director of Limit
Situation, will moderate a panel of 2021
Paciﬁc Crest Trail through-hikers — AJ
Frank- Dogboy, Tracy Lowrey- Sleuth, and
Santiago Alvarez — in a talk that will bring
out the emotions as well as the why, and
how the hike is different when the journey
is not bound by the constrictions of time
as may be the case with the younger
generations. This is a fundraiser for the
Paciﬁc Crest Trail Association. Info: 3 to 6
p.m., tickets $25, Auburn State Theater;
livefromauburn.com
MOONSHINEINK.COM

EDUCATION | Watercolor Workshop
with Artist Dana Childs

Experience Lake Tahoe in a whole new
way in this fast and loose watercolor class.
Wrap it up using an abstract pen and ink
technique that will add the perfect ﬁnal
touches. Dana Childs seeks to inspire
painters as well as inform and encourage
them. She works to gently encourage
students, while offering constructive suggestions based upon solid technique and
artistic concepts. Childs has developed
a strong sense for reading her students
after 20-plus years of teaching. Info: $65,
noon to 2:30 p.m.; northtahoearts.com

Jan. 31

EDUCATION | Encaustic Painting

Workshop at Roundhouse

Learn the basics of painting with this
hot beeswax medium. Hot molten
pigmented wax is applied to wood
substrates then fused with a torch.
Colors can be layered, segmented,
embedded with objects, and scraped
to create abstract paintings.
All materials are included, and no
painting experience is needed. Open
to ages 12 to adult. Sign up at truckeeroundhouse.org/schedule. Search
for the event by date to sign up.
Workshop held at the Truckee Roundhouse. Info: 4 to 7 p.m.; cost is $55;
truckeeroundhouse.org

Feb. 3

OUTDOORS | Alpenglow Winter

Speaker Series at OVL

The Alpenglow Winter Speaker Series
features seasoned adventurer, Hilaree
Nelson, who has more than 40 expeditions to some of the most remote
See CALENDAR p. 43
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Adventure Buddy

GET
OUT GO
&

North Lake Tahoe Snowfest!
Feb. 25 to March 6

SNOW WAY! Put on your party (ski) pants and head to the shores of North Lake Tahoe when
Snowfest! returns for 10 days of winter-lovin’ fun. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

S

adopt & save a life at

nowfest! returns for a 40th
annual celebration of North
Lake Tahoe’s love of all things
winter. Join in for 10 days filled with
winter fun for all ages. The party
kicks off with the coronation of the
2022 Snowfest! king and queen,
Feb. 24, at Gar Woods in Carnelian
Bay, from 5 to 10 p.m. At 7 p.m.,
eyes will turn to the skies above
Lake Tahoe for fireworks display to
light up the night.

petnetwork.org
(775) 832-4404

The party will stretch along the
North Shore, with events like
the North Tahoe Firefighters
Pancake Breakfast, the Tahoe City
Snowfest! Parade, the Tahoe Tap
Haus Block Party, Gar Wood’s 33rd
Annual Polar Bear Swim, Fat Cat’s
Hot Wings Eating Contest, Za’s
7th Annual Clam Bake, and the
Sunnyside Luau. As of press time,
full details were not yet available
for all events but now is the time to
start formulating your plan for fun.
One not-to-be-missed event is
the Tahoe City Dog Pull at Pete ‘n
Peter’s on Feb. 27. Sign your furball
up for this live competition to see
which critter can pull the most
weight on a carefully crafted, fenced
and staked snow run created with
tools provided by the Tahoe City
Public Utilities District. Each dog’s
weight will determine how much
weight it can safely pull. A prize
bag will be awarded for each dog’s
weight class in a winning division.
Entry fee is $20 per dog. Register
your pup at tahoesnowfest.org. All
proceeds beneﬁ t Snowfest!
The fun continues all week long
with other unique events like
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Milk Jug Curling, the Wine N
Ice ice-carving competition, the
West Shore Market Cornhole
Tournament, snow sculpture
contest, the Kings Beach Parade,
and more.
Snowfest! was the brainchild of
former Alpine Meadows Ski Resort
marketing director Bob Everson,
who in 1981 suggested to the
then-named Tahoe City Chamber
of Commerce and the Visitors &
Convention Bureau that the North
Tahoe community host a winter
carnival. In those days, skiers typically visited the region primarily
during the months of December
through February. They had no idea
what they were missing: the incredible March snowpack that allowed
the fun and games of winter play to
continue into the spring.
It wasn’t long before the concept
gained steam and Snowfest! was
born. As it’s grown and evolved
over the years, Snowfest! has
been declared one of the Top 100
Events in the United States by the
American Business Association
and was named one of the Top
10 Events in California by the
California Department of Tourism.
Full details for this year’s winter
extravaganza are still in the works,
so check online for continued
updates. And of course, with the
Covid-19 pandemic continuing to
rear its ugly head, all events are
subject to change.
Info: tahoesnowfest.org
~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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corners of the globe under her belt.
Born and raised in the Northwest, she
began skiing at age 3 in the Cascade
Mountains of Washington State. After
several years in the Alps learning as
much as she could about mountains,
glaciers, and steep skiing techniques,
she hit the road and moved on to the
Himalaya, the Andes, Alaska, and more.
In her talk, Truth or Consequence, she’ll
share stories from an expedition to interior Antarctica. With an all-star team of
some of the most experienced mountaineers and skiers in the world, she
aimed to climb and ski the two highest peaks: Mt. Vinson and Mt. Tyree.
What unfolded during their three-week
expedition humbled each one on the
team and proved that, no matter how
experienced one is the mountains, there
is always more to learn. Proceeds beneﬁt the Boys & Girls Club of North Lake
Tahoe. Info: 7 p.m., Olympic Village
Event Center; alpenglowsports.com

Feb. 5

EDUCATION | Learn to Craft Glass

Pendants with North Tahoe Arts

In this hands-on workshop, many of the
designing, shaping, and assembling
techniques used by glass artists will be
demonstrated. Participants will have the
opportunity to design and assemble four
glass pendants. There will be a handout
and discussion regarding tools, kilns, and
other equipment, types of glass, safety,
and ﬁring processes. The pendants will
be ﬁred and available to take home
about a week after the workshop. Open
to ages 14 and older. Info: 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., cost of $120 includes materials and
ﬁring; northtahoearts.com

Feb. 17

OUTDOORS | Incorporating Diver-

sity and Inclusivity in the Outdoors

The Alpenglow Sports Winter Speaker
Series features Conrad Anker and Johnathan “Malik” Martin. Anker has been
pushing the limits of mountaineering for
the past 30-plus years. The Bozeman,
Montana-based father of three is a prolific explorer and mountaineer. Throughout
his career, Conrad has pioneered difﬁcult
routes in remote places and been a
mentor to many, including Martin, a rock
climber and Memphis native who has
spent the past ﬁve years telling the different stories from his community. Martin
is the social media manager and photographer for Memphis Rox, a state-of-theart climbing gym that has transcended
the classic model of business. With a
“pay what you can” approach, Memphis
Rox is more than a gym and bigger than
climbing. It’s a glimpse into the future
where a climbing gym can become a
crucible for diversity, inclusivity, and
community. Anker and Martin met during
the ﬁlming of the documentary Black
Ice, which follows a crew of aspiring ice
climbers from the Memphis Rox gym
into the frozen wilds of Montana, where
Manoah Ainuu, Conrad Anker, and Fred
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Campbell share their love of winter
adventure in the mountains. The two will
be discussing the documentary as well
as bringing inclusivity to the outdoors.
Proceeds from this installment of the
Alpenglow Sports Winter Speaker Series
beneﬁts Gateway Mountain Center. Info:
7 to 9 p.m. at the Olympic Village Event
Center; alpenglowsports.com

Feb. 12 & 15 to 16
EDUCATION | Level 1 Avalanche
Safety Course at Homewood

The AIARE Level 1 course is a 3-day
intensive seminar that covers avalanche
formation, observational techniques for
snowpack, the ability to use an avalanche transceiver/probe, safe travel
methods in avalanche terrain, how to interpret the avalanche bulletin, companion rescue protocols, and decision-making fundamentals. This class is designed
for skiers and riders who are comfortable in advanced to expert in-bounds
terrain and looking to explore the backcountry. Participants should have skis
with touring bindings and compatible
boots or a split board, shovel, beacon
and probe, and a backpack to carry all
these items plus extra clothing layers,
water, and snacks. This course includes
one day in a virtual classroom on Feb.
12 and two days in the ﬁeld on Feb. 15
and 16 at Homewood Mountain Resort.
This is a prerequisite for AIARE Level 2.
Info: $625; sign up by emailing Jenny
Fellows at jennynastc@gmail.com

April 1 to 3

ARTS & CULTURE | Tickets Now on

Sale for WinterWonderGrass

WinterWonderGrass California returns in
April to Palisades Tahoe (formerly Squaw
Valley Alpine Meadows). Music, brews,
and mountains have always coalesced
at WinterWonderGrass, and this season’s events promise to be no different.
Weekend passes to the festival as well
as tram to Table Dinner tickets are on
sale now. The highly-anticipated lineup
from the postponed 2020 festival has
rolled over to 2022, and is already nearing sell-out. In addition to those bands,
WWG is excited to welcome The California Honeydrops as the third and ﬁnal
headliner. Fans in attendance will also be
dazzled by two sets of Billy Strings, along
with performances by The Infamous
Stringdusters, Peter Rowan, Keller & The
Keels, Fruition, The War & Treaty, Brothers Comatose, Kitchen Dwellers, Della
Mae, Lindsay Lou, Larry Keel Experience,
Town Mountain, Trout Steak Revival,
Midnight North, Cris Jacobs, Pixie & The
Partygrass Boys, Old Salt Union, Rapidgrass, TK & The Holy Know Nothings,
and Twisted Pine. Special performances
are also scheduled from the collaborative, rotating powerhouse, WinterWonderWomen featuring Bridget Law and
Lindsay Lou. Pickin’ on the Dead will
make their WinterWonderGrass return.
Info: winterwondergrass.com

For Goodness Sake

Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources
LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE
Open Tuesday-Saturday 12-5pm
Gifts & Cards for All Occasions

Go to our website
goodnesssake.org
for calendar of
events & classes
Visit us on Facebook

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161
530-550-8981 | www.goodnesssake.org
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Winter-Aware

Educational program
teaches kids winter
survival basics
BY TIM HAUSERMAN

GROUP LESSON: Volunteers with Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue have been teaching winter survival skills
to area fourth graders for the past 25 years. Courtesy photo

Special to Moonshine Ink

F

or the past four
decades the Tahoe
Nordic Search and Rescue
Team has been heading
out into storms to find
people lost in the snow.
TNSAR formed after
the tragic loss of a local
teenager, and its primary
mission has always been

to rescue those in need.
However, for the past 25
years, through its Winter
Wilderness Survival
Program the team has
also been teaching the
next generation tactics
to prevent getting lost
and surviving if it does
happen.

Every January, North
Tahoe and Truckee fourth
graders spend a halfday with TNSAR team
members having fun while
learning tips for winter
survival. The day begins
with a bit of time indoors,
reminding the kids the
basics such as how not to
get lost, why you should
bring a buddy, why you
should tell people where
you are going, and why it
is important to bring extra
clothing, food, and water.
Then the children head
outdoors into the snow for
the fun part as they circle
in small groups through
three main stations: shelter, signaling, and STOP.

GOOD DIRECTION: A Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue volunteer
gives kids a lesson on using a compass to determine the direction
they’re headed. Photo by Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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At the shelter station, the
focus is on the best ways to
protect yourself in the cold
and snow. While the kids all
want to build a giant igloo,
they learn its simpler to
grab some branches to sit
on to keep your butt warm,
then hunker down next to a
tree or make a pivot in the
snow and cover that with a
branch. Other ideas include
finding a giant boulder
to hide next to or using
skis to make a frame with
branches over the top.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

“It doesn’t have to be big;
small is beautiful,” said
Bernie Mellor, who has
been the lead TNSAR
team member for the
Winter Survival program
for more than 20 years.
“With more bodies in a
small space, it gets toasty.”
The next station is signaling. Here, team members
talk to the kids about why
you would want to signal,
and ask for ideas of what
to use. Ideas include
stamping out SOS in the
snow or using a bright
object like a jacket as a
beacon that is placed out
in the open on top of a
hill. The children are told
that signaling visually is
not the only important
thing to do; it’s also a
great idea to make some
noise. This might be the
kids’ favorite part.
“We tell them about some
great things we have found
when searching for lost
people that helped us to
find them,” said Mellor.
The last station is about
making good decisions.
STOP stands for Stop,
Think, Observe, Plan.
It’s common when you
get lost to start freaking

out and spin around in
circles thinking, “I need
to do something now!” The
team members advise that
the first step is to stop,
breathe, look around you,
and observe what the situation is. Use your senses:
Do you hear something,
see something, smell
smoke in the air? Perhaps
you will learn that you are
not that far from a house
or a road. Once you know
what is going on, it’s time
to make a plan for what is
the safest thing to do.
Mellor says that while
people may join the
TNSAR for the thrill of
heading out on dangerous
searches in the middle of
snowstorms, many of them
find an equally deep satisfaction from helping fourth
graders understand how to
treat winter with respect
and make good decisions.
“The team members who
do it, do it every year,” he
said. “Most have kids of
their own and realize ‘That
could be my kid who got in
trouble.’ You feel you are
giving back to the community. These kids are not
strangers; you see them in
other places around town.
It’s pretty fun.”

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

BACKSTREET
FR AMER S

SHELTERED: A parent volunteer assists a fourth grader in building a shelter made of tree branches. Shelters can also be made by
digging down into the snow and using branches and debris as a covering. Photos courtesy and by Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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getting lost during the summer
when they are out hiking or playing.
The Winter Wilderness Survival
Program is a big win-win for the
community. The studentss who
participate learn the basics that
may save their lives, or the lives of
their friends or family members.
And the members of the TNSAR
get to pass on their knowledge to
the next generation. In doing so,
they hope to reduce the number
of searches they may have to head
out on in the future.
Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue
offers an informative guide to winter
preparedness and survival on its
website at tahoenordicsar.com.

While much of the information
they learn in the program could be
read in a book, when the learning
comes in-person directly from the
team members, it has so much more
impact. These guys and gals have
been out on hundreds of searches.
They have discovered people safe in
little shelters, found people sooner
because of ingenious signaling
devices, and seen the benefits of
good choices, and, unfortunately, the
incredible sadness of bad decisions.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

This is the chance for the Search
and Rescue members to pass on
to the next generation all that
information they have accumulated.
Hopefully what these local kids
learn will keep them from ever needing to be searched for, and perhaps
when they grow up some of them
will join TNSAR to help others.
While the program is geared
toward winter survival, many of
the tips kids learn could also be
helpful in keeping children from

10099 Jibboom Street

IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10-5
- Appoint ment s Only 11-3 530-587-1409
backstreetframers.com

FREE PARKING
Make bootﬁtting
appointments
& reserve
rentals online

RENTALS • GEAR • APPAREL • EXPERT ADVICE

TahoeSportsHub.com • (530) 582-4510
10095 West River St., Truckee, CA 96161
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P U Z Z L E
Q U I Z

P A G E

C R O S S W O R D

By Margie E. Burke

WHAT IN THE WORLD?

CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? >>>

Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to
win a growler with a free ﬁll from Alibi
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to
claim. For those under 21, the prize
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache
pretzels and a nonalcoholic beverage.
Correct responses will be entered
into a drawing from which a winner
will be randomly selected. Submit
your guess by Feb. 1.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER:
Matches
WINNER:
Jamie Mintz, Tahoe City
Brought to you by:

ALIBI ALE WORKS

THE S T A R S

By DAWN ANDREONI | Moonshine Ink

Astronomy | Not every point of interest in the sky is a celestial body. Each eclipse is

an introduction to the lunar nodes — the two points where the orbital
planes of the Earth and the moon intersect. It is at these two points
where the sun, moon, and Earth are in the crucial alignment required
for eclipses to occur. The ancient Hindus envisioned the nodes as
Rahu and Ketu, the dragon’s head and tail. The poetry of this name
becomes apparent when we observe the moon in relation to its nodes.
Because the moon orbits the earth on a different plane than the
Earth revolves around the sun (the ecliptic), its path across our sky appears to sidewind,
following the shape of a sine wave with the ecliptic as the midline. The “dragon’s
head” refers to the place where the moon crosses the ecliptic moving northward, while
diametrically opposed is the “dragon’s tail,” where the moon crosses southward. Thus,
the path of the moon undulates like a sinuous reptile, snaking to and fro across our sky
each month. The moon crosses the north node on the evening of Jan. 12, reaching its
northernmost point approximately a week later, on Jan. 20, then curving southward to
intersect the south node on the 26th. It reaches its southernmost arc on Feb. 1, before
turning northward once again to complete one nodal cycle on Feb. 8.

Astrology | We are in the midst of Venus retrograde, a celestial event that

happens once every 18 months. From its breathtaking evening
display, Venus disappeared into the light of the sun, also known as
her descent into “the Underworld,” passing through seven gates
along her way, discarding a veil at each doorway. Venus originally
stationed retrograde on Dec. 19, while conjunct with Pluto, the
mythic ruler of the Underworld. Having formed three conjunctions
with the planet already, she will do so once again in March after
stationing direct. These two energies illuminate power dynamics in relationships —
division of resources, controlling tendencies, and manipulative behaviors. But it also
reveals our unspoken desires, and how our unhealthy compulsions are the result of
suppressing our passion. In the structured sign of Capricorn, we have an opportunity
to reengineer this internal infrastructure, to dismantle the dam of shame, and open a
natural ﬂow of instinctual comprehension and coherence. Instead of being embarrassed
by our erotic power, we can be empowered by it, for it is the pulse of life and creation
itself. As Venus returns now as the Morning Star, it is the dawn of a new day.
~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can ﬁnd more about her offerings
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.

S U D O K U
HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the number 1
to 9; and each set of 3 by
3 boxes must contain the
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN
THE OPINION SECTION.
Difficulty: Easy
Edited by Margie E. Burke
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Parting Shot

LUGE YOURSELF IN THE MOMENT: If you let it,
the snow can bring out the kid in all of us. Do
you remember that person? That was you, but
you were smaller then and likely your stresses
were smaller, too. So the next time life gives
you snowflakes, lose yourself, or rather find your
young self and find a way to have a little fun. This
Truckee family decided to build a luge track, yes,
for the kids, but no lie, we “adults” had a little
fun as well!

GIFT CARD

$200

Shopping Local Supports Locals
Redeem at Restaurants, Retail & More!

SUPPORT
STEWARDSHIP

Buy Now!

Visit Truckee-Tahoe will
match 25% of card value for
sponsorships up to $25,000
in 2022.
READ. DISCUSS.
DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
CONTRIBUTE.
READ.

MOONSHINEINK.COM
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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JANUARY –– 99 FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 2022
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Heading to North Lake
Tahoe or Truckee?
Leave the car behind with
so many transit options to
choose from this winter.

Linking You to Work and Play!

All Rides on TART
are FREE!

FREE TART Connect – GET THE APP!

This winter hit the slopes, head to work,
explore the shops, dine out, and leave
the car behind!

Zone 1: 8am–Midnight Daily: Dollar Point,
Tahoe City, Sunnyside, Homewood,
and Tahoma.

North Lake Tahoe and Truckee
Daily Regional Routes
Daily regional routes run year-round
between Incline Village, Crystal Bay,
Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, Tahoe City,
Olympic Valley, Truckee, and Northstar.

Night Service Begins on January 15, 2022
North Lake Tahoe and Truckee night
service picks up at TART bus stops.

Truckee Dial-a-Ride

December 10, 2021–April 10, 2022
On-demand, free curb-to-curb shuttles serving:

Zone 2: 8am–Midnight Daily: Brockway, Kings Beach, Tahoe
Vista, Carnelian Bay, Crystal Bay.
Zone 3: 8am–Midnight Daily: Incline Village, Crystal Bay.
Zone 4: 5:30pm–10:30pm (Fri./Sat.): Tahoe City,
Olympic Valley.
Zone 5: 5:30pm–10:30pm (Fri./Sat.): Kings Beach, Northstar.

Free Park and Ride Weekends and President’s Day
January 8th–March 20th, 2022
Park at the Truckee High School and take free shuttles/
TART to Palisades Tahoe. Park at the Truckee Tahoe
Airport and take free shuttles/ TART to Northstar.

Daily door-to-door service in Truckee.
7-days a week.

North Lake Tahoe Express–Reno | Truckee | Tahoe

Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit

TahoeTruckeeTransit.com/Winter22

Shuttle service from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.
24-hour advanced reservations and group discounts available.
(833) 709-8080 | northlaketahoeexpress.com.

