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get your mouth
watering!

A friendly neighborhood restaurant located
inside the Cedar House Sport Hotel.
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DO TELL !
WHAT'S BUGGING YOU?
Pest control for your home and business

“AMAZING SERVICE!

DAVID MAHER, Truckee

Quick, knowledgeable, nice
and professional. I guess
we’ve found the go-to pest
management person here
(Yelp Review, Sept. 2021)

Classes resumed this year with students of all ages returning amid nerves
and excitement after on and off distance learning mandates have affected their
education throughout the pandemic. Coping hasn’t been easy, so this month,
we asked for only students, parents, and educators to respond to our question.
We asked those directly affected to reflect on what, if anything, the
most difficult thing has been in their eyes for students about
returning to full-time in-person classes.

Tahoe Expedition Academy Head of School
Although there have been countless benefits to our students
returning to campus, there have clearly been challenges.
The most difficult aspect for students has been what we
call “renorming.” Kids of all ages have had to once again
get used to the high expectations of school life and living
together in a close community ... socially, behaviorally, and
academically.

”

Locally owned & operated

530.386.8888•Steven@PandaPest.com
NV #6931•CA #PR7125

PandaPestManagement.com

LOVE ANIMALS ?

MARGERY TONNA, Saratoga and
Truckee

Parent, health/wellness coach, PTA president
[It’s hard to rebuild] a support circle and catch up on
social/emotional learning skills after being in social isolation for over a year. Kindergarteners are now jumping into
second grade without mastering skills to self regulate in a
classroom and manage conflicts on the playground. [Yet]
kids are resilient and deserve a standing ovation for how
well they’ve handled the pandemic.

LAURA STODTMEISTER, Reno
Stay-at-home mom

I brought it up at dinner with all of us there ... but none
of us was able to come up with anything that we felt was
difficult in transitioning back to school this year. My kids
jumped right back in and made friends right away; they
love their teachers and they’re happily engaged in their
classrooms and in after-school sports. It’s been so nice to
be busy again.

HALEY DOW, Tahoe
Mom

Social interaction. My daughter is 4 and there has been a
huge gap learning to play with others.

Pet network Humane Society is hiring!
Current opportunities:

Animal Care Attendant, Client Service Representative,
Licensed Vet Technician and Maintenance Technician.

$1000 hiring incentive!
To Learn more and Apply visit us at

petnetwork.org/employment

(775)832-4404 | info@petnetwork.org
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SUZIE TARNAY, Truckee
Local activist

They’re only allowing students who are low income or have
parents who are frontline workers to take school busses.
While my son is 15 and takes an e-bike to high school,
parents are now spending time and fossil fuels driving back
and forth to multiple schools. My daughter is 9, and lack of
busses takes away that independence [of] walking to and
from the bus stop in the morning.
COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK
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PERMANENT MAKE-UP WITH MELODY
TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

DOWNTOWN

HOLIDAY&FESTIVAL
BUD FISH TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY

BEFORE

AFTER

(530) 587-6263 (MANE)
10466 DONNER PASS RD., TRUCKEE, CA
www.maneattractiontruckee.com

JOIN US
VIRTUALLY
— OR —
COME IN
PERSON!
PANIC

Calm

The shortest distance between these
Photo by Chris Turner

two points is

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19 | 5PM

a financial plan.

Let an independent financial advisor help you craft a
plan that puts your interests and objectives first.
That’s an approach that makes sense in
these—or any—market conditions.

TUNE IN AT

TAHOETRUCKEEMEDIA.ORG

THANK YOU FOR
D O N AT I N G TO T D M A’ S
HOLIDAY
LIGHTING PROGRAM!

DONATE
at

historictruckee.com

B i l l A u s t i n CFP® a n d J o h n M a n o c c h i o CFP®

ALIBI ALE WORKS . BESPOKE/ATELIER . BURGER ME! . CABONA’S
COOKING GALLERY . GRATITUDES GIFTS & HOME DECOR . LA GALLERIA
MORGAN’S LOBSTER SHACK . RIVERSIDE STUDIOS . SWEETS HANDMADE CANDIES
TOURIST CLUB . TAHOE DAVE’S SKIS & BOARDS

H I STO R I C T RU C K E E .C O M
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Photo by Drone Promotions

530-563-5250

bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com
FOLLOW
US ON

TDMA IS A
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

w w w. Pa c i f i c C r e s t W P. c o m

William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.
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Through the Looking Glass: A Parent’s Fear
point of creating an addiction.
I think it goes without saying
that fostering an addiction is a
bad idea.

REPORTER’S NOTE
By Alex Hoeft

As I write this, my 4-month-old
baby girl lies on the couch
next to me, snuggled between
the back couch cushions and
my extended legs, which run
parallel to the front of the couch.
Between my knees I’ve propped
a pillow to block her view of the
powered-on TV and angled my
computer screen away from her
eyes.
I’m brand new to motherhood
and am terrified of raising
my child in the digital age of
screens.
Before I proceed, I should
clarify that pillow blockade
aside, I’m not diving in front
of a screen every time there’s
one in my child’s periphery. It’s
2021, for crying out loud, and
the future of our world is one of
screen-dom; I don’t want my kid
to be a freak.
Yet I’m fearful that she’ll grow
up fixated on phones and iPads
and TVs and virtual reality
and whatever comes next, to
the detriment of experiencing
life outside the screen. Digital
obsessions are strategically
curated by companies to the

Concerns like mine are
far-reaching. According to a
Pew Research Center study
from mid-2020, two-thirds of
parents in the United States
believe parenting is harder than
it was 20 years ago, and tech
is a major reason why — the
poll mentioned the impact of
digital technology, the rise of
social media, and the exposure
of information that comes with
such access. What’s more, 71%
of those with children under 12
said they have at least some concerns that their kid(s) already
spends too much time in front of
a screen. (The survey, it’s worth
noting, was performed prior to
Covid-19’s U.S. outbreak.)
I can’t help but worry when
the smarty-pants at Harvard
University say things like,
“… platforms like Facebook,
Snapchat, and Instagram
leverage the very same neural
circuitry used by slot machines
and cocaine to keep us using
their products as much as
possible.”
Even Steve Jobs, the brilliant
mind behind Apple, preferred a
low-tech household, once telling
The New York Times that he
didn’t allow his own children to
use the just-released iPad. That’s
gotta tell you something.
Fallout of screen-happy children
is revealing itself locally. The
return of students to full-time

school after a year-plus of
attending classes through a
computer is yielding complex
challenges, including social
media-induced mayhem and
re-learning how to interact with
others in person, p. 11.
As a child of the ’90s, I walked
the path of using our family
computer only to type up school
papers (middle school) to
curating my top eight friends on
MySpace (high school). Maybe
a few games here and there. I
don’t remember anything about
computers during elementary
school, and the flip phones I
had beginning in eighth grade
were only used for phone calls.
My parents didn’t even pay for
texting until my junior year —
phones and computers and the
like just weren’t really a thing.
Only the tiniest part of my
childhood revolved around the
leisurely use of screens. I hope
that’s the case for my child.
For now, I’m following the
suggestion of the American
Academy of Pediatrics: No
screen time for children under
the age of 18 months (aside
from video chats with family,
which qualifies, the academy
says, as quality time).
Perhaps this will prevent a
digital obsession from taking
root and when I can no longer
block her view with a pillow, my
daughter will have self-control
when it comes to this social
malady. After all, the looking
glass of the digital world is not
real life.
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Nothin’ but smiles for Truckee local Alex
Baker as he breaks trail in snow from
the historically deep October storm,
revisiting the spot where he and the
photographer had their ﬁrst date.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Michelle Geer is a freelance
photographer who made Truckee home
ﬁve ears ago. When she’s not out
playing in the snow, she works with local
outdoor and motorsport enthusiasts.
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15 | You Asked. They Answered.
Readers had questions for the feds in
this month’s A A.

MOONSHINE MEMBERS
V I N T A G E

1 9

N

I

P

1 2

16 | News Briefs
Caldor post ﬁre A assessment
report released ings each ear’ shot
and killed in campground confrontation;
Placer County uses state funds to help
build Martis Valley trail; more

HOME FRONT
32 | Market Watch
33 | Real Rentals
How did the eviction moratorium affect
residents around the region?

18 | In The Past
When Commons each wasn’t
so common

34 | Space It Up
Therapeutic growth

20 | Business Feature
Can you repair or upgrade your credit
score es. ere’s how.

MOUNTAIN LIFE
44 | Feel Good
Flying into the future with Young Eagles

22 | Business Briefs
Tahoe Prosperity Center releases
regional economic report; Squaw Alpine
Transit Company expands mountain
service; more
HOLIDAYS
24 | A Village Takes Care of Its Own
Katie Shaffer, Truckee Community
Christmas board president, re ects on
the humanit she’s witnessed.
26 | Holiday Events
‘Tis the season to get jolly.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
38 | Drawing Parallels
What does the Sierra Nevada have in
common with the Land Down Under?
SOUL KITCHEN
FALL SNOW FALLS: While much of the late October snow might have melted away, all the
winter enthusiasts in Tahoe/Truckee hope that it was a portent for a season full of deep powder.
e as e for sub itte shots of that ﬁrst stor an ou elivere . hoto b ll anner

F E AT U R E S

OPINION
4 | Do Tell
What’s been the toughest thing for
students returning to in-person class?
6 | Reporter’s Note
ow do raise a kid who’s not obsessed
with screens?
28 | My Shots
The case for reasonable regulation
of
s a doctor’s Covid orders the
housing crisis through the lens of a
seller
eaders e ect, n Ink Response
Response to Ink reporting; staff
response to copious feedback to
ﬁreﬁghter opinion piece

NEWS

11 | School Daze
Following a year and a half of pandemic restrictions that resulted in a
lack of socialization, students must learn once again how to function in a
full-day school setting surrounded by their peers.

35 | When the Smoke Clears
As wildﬁres have e ploded in size in recent ears, far surpassing
historical deﬁnitions, are ahoe’s ora and fauna able not onl to survive,
but also to thrive?

TIM HAUSERMAN has lived in North
ahoe since age 2. o, he’s almost a local.
He is a freelance writer who balances his
time between writing and hiking, biking,
and cross-country skiing. Tim is putting
ﬁnishing touches on a memoir about his
solo backpacking adventures, set to publish
next fall. He pens Moonshine’s latest Real
Rentals, p. 33.

A R T S & C U LT U R E
40 | Savvy Stacks
High altitude cooking with The
Mountain Baker

41 | What’s Happening?
Featured community events and
announcements
42 | Get Out & Go
mmersive wildﬁre e hibit opens.
YOUR CANVAS

MOUNTAIN LIFE

DR. ANDREW SCHWARTZ is the station
manager and lead scientist of the UC
Berkeley Central Sierra Snow Laboratory,
p. 38. His love of the outdoors and
wild weather stems from growing up in
Colorado, where he spent plenty of time on
the slopes in the winter and storm-chasing
in the spring.

37 | Get Squash’d
A wonderland of winter squash awaits.

TAP CALENDAR

C O N T R I B U T O R S

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

8 | A Good Strong Backbone
Good journalism differentiates a
community from a place. Why this
member supports this newspaper.

A 33-year resident of the new and bustling
town of Truckee, EVE QUESNEL continues
on her path of exploring, researching,
photographing, and writing about nature.
Food too, as ou’ll see on p. , is another
subject she loves to dive into. With her
daughter’s recent marriage, she looks
forward to this next chapter in her life.

WILL RICHARDSON is co-founder and
executive director of Tahoe Institute
for Natural Science. His Ph.D. is in
ecology, evolution, and conservation
biology from the University of Nevada,
eno. e’s published research on birds,
chipmunks, rabbits, butter ies, tiger
beetles, dragon ies, and salamanders. e
discusses long term wildﬁre effects, p. .
MOONSHINEINK.COM

46 | Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;
a challenge
47 | Parting Shot
On the attack!

Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the
second Thursday of each month. Printed
with soy inks on recycled paper. Opinions
and conclusions expressed are those of
authors and do not necessaril re ect those of
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at
moonshineink.com/members. For advertising
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. Print
subscriptions are $25/year at moonshineink.
com/subscribe. Stay in the know via
moonshineink.com/enews.
Issue

Deadline

Dec 9 – Jan 12
Jan 13 – Feb 9
Feb 10 – March 9

24 Nov
30 Dec
27 Jan

These are the drop-dead deadlines.
However, if you want your submission
considered, please send it in early.
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.
10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph | (530) 587-3635 fax
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KEEPING A STRONG BACKBONE
I

’m an avid proponent and consumer
of quality local news and have been
since my early years. I appreciate
good journalism as an essential part
of what differentiates a community
from a place. That’s one of the key
reasons I’m proud to be a Moonshine
Ink member and supporter.

shine
MOONSHINE INK

MEMBER

Membership
Update

BY STEVE TESHARA

At various times during my career,
I’ve been directly involved in researching and delivering local news. In 1972 I owned and
published a local newspaper in my hometown. From
1981 through 1985 I was a one-person news department, first at KEZC-FM on Tahoe’s North Shore
then at KTHO-AM on the South Shore. From late
2010 into early 2020 I produced and hosted a community access television program featuring in-depth
interviews with elected officials, authors, scientists,
business and nonprofit leaders, and a variety of others
with information and human-interest stories to share.

tions, and a guide for how to participate
in local decision-making. It’s a way for
us to better understand and share the
importance of protecting and enhancing
our natural environment. It’s a forum for
folks to speak out. It provides an ongoing
opportunity to highlight the artists, crafts
persons, musicians, writers, and other
uniquely talented people in our area to
showcase their works so we can celebrate
and enjoy.

I’m particularly thankful for the Moonshine team’s
commitment to investigative journalism and in-depth
reporting. It’s exemplary and rare for a community of
our size. I also appreciate the diversity of Ink’s news
briefs and features on the colorful history of our area.
Each issue is thought-provoking and I always learn
something new. And no essay about Moonshine Ink
would be complete without a salute to its outstanding
online companion, moonshineink.com.
Local newspapers have been the backbone of communities throughout the United States for over 200
years. Sadly, many are disappearing. According to
the Hussman School of Journalism and Media at the
University of North Carolina, since 2004, the U.S.
has lost one-fourth, or some 2,100, of its newspapers. Some researchers report findings that the loss
of local news outlets diminishes not just knowledge
of local happenings and politics, but also ties within
a community. The result can be a loss of the fabric of
community and less civic engagement in democracy
close to home. Again, based on my experiences, I
know neither one of those outcomes would be good
for us.

From these firsthand experiences, I know that
researching and reporting the news is hard work. It
takes curiosity, passion, creativity, commitment, persistence, and no shortage of skills. When I first met
Mayumi Elegado in 2004, she shared her with me her
fledgling vision for what has evolved to become the
Moonshine Ink we know today. I was impressed and
excited for the potential I felt her vision represented
for the greater Truckee/North Tahoe region.
Moonshine Ink is a focal point for the people and
community it serves to gather, learn, and exchange
ideas. It’s a reliable source for news and information
about our local governments, agencies, and institu-

MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS
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We simply can’t take Moonshine Ink and the people
who make it happen for granted. Thanks to all of
you who are advertisers, subscribers, and members
— Moonshine Heroes, Warriors, Guardians, and
Sustainers. I am proud to be one of you. If you
aren’t a member at some level already, please join
us. It’s an investment in sustaining ourselves and
our community.

GUARDIAN $300+ annually
Tom Ballou

Ernest Grossman
Scott Ryan
Steve Teshara

FINAL FRESH AIR: n ugust
teve eshara bi farewell to
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hope that
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air.
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Published Oct. 19
By Alex Hoeft

Truckee General Plan Trudging
Forward Despite Advisory Committee
Concern
One of the foundational milestones of
Truckee’s 2040 general plan, the land use
alternatives, is being hotly debated to the
point of a lack of consensus by the advisory
committee. Still, the planning commission
made an alternative recommendation to the
town council.
Full story at moonshineink.com/
tahoe-news/truckee-general-plan

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Winter Weather is Coming
Slow An’ Easy, a guide to winter driving for snow country
newbies including information from a CHP officer and
a list of winter driving resources, by Juliana Demarest,
originally published in 2019
moonshineink.com/space-it-up/slow-an-easy

Winter Weather Safety Tips, provided by the North Lake
Tahoe Fire Protection District and compiled by Alex
Hoeft, originally published in 2019
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/winter-weather-safety-tips

Go To Gear for Snow Removal, featuring employee-owners
from Mountain Hardware and Sports, by Haley Paronish
and Doug Farley, special to Moonshine Ink, originally
published Feb. 2020
moonshineink.com/space-it-up/go-to-gear-for-snow-removal

Got a tip? Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.

10

11 NOVEMBER – 8 DECEMBER 2021

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Photo courtesy Anthony Vanucci

SOCIALIZE
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NEWS

Time
Students, teachers, and staff face
challenges upon reentry to school
life following pandemic restrictions
BY JULIANA DEMAREST & ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

I

t was a scene that has played out
in schools time and again: two
Alder Creek Middle School students
in fisticuffs, surrounded by a crowd
of cheering onlookers while a faculty
member tried to break up the brawl.
Schoolyard scuffles are nothing
new — what was unusual about this
incident is that it took place during
the second week of school.
Following a year and a half of
modified school days due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the current
state of schools is far from ideal with
tensions running high as students
become reacquainted with the realities of campus life.
“Everything’s happening earlier
in the year,” said Kari Michael,
principal at Incline Middle School.
“Normally you wouldn’t see a fight
in September, October — and we’ve
already seen fights.”
At ACMS, staff members have
“noticed TikTok and other social
media challenges have created a new
layer of behavior problems,” wrote
Principal Hien Larson in an email.
On the high school level, students are
showing signs of stress through increased
anxiety, depression, and withdrawal,
says Incline High School principal
Tierney Cahill. “I’ve never seen so many
kids need mental health services where
they’re actually going off to mental
health hospitals,” she said. “It’s so sad.”
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Illustration by Mike English/Moonshine ink

The pandemic, not yet
over, has altered the
adolescence of youth the
world over, and the effects will
linger long into the future.
“It’s going to take several years to get
back to what we all know as normal,”
said Tom LeFevers, an English teacher at
North Tahoe High School.

Covid Consequences

Middle school is full of growth — mentally, physically, and socially.
“The middle school years are so formative for their growth and development,”
Michael explained. “And there’s so much
happening to begin with, with hormones
and puberty and all the things; [then]
you add in all of these other challenges
[with the pandemic].”
Schools are accustomed to such growth,
and not just for middle schoolers, but
all grades, kindergarten through 12th.
The Washoe County and Tahoe Truckee
Unified school districts have long-standing infrastructure to support students
facing the highs and lows of adolescence.
But the pause that Covid-19 placed on
regular in-person schooling has necessitated a new layer of support.
“Since Covid hit and students were
home for extended periods of time, students spent a lot more time online than
maybe in the past,” noted Jeff Santos,
head of student services for TTUSD.
“And based on that, the coming back
to school in-person, we’re seeing the

probation for six months with a
focus on counseling.
need for reviewing school rules for
some that have been out of school for
some time … increasing some of those
[support] services.”
During the first couple of weeks at
ACMS, incident after incident occurred,
students fighting, vandalizing property,
and more. Tales spread of a trash can
pitched from a second-story window and
crude images scrawled on brick walls and
bathroom stalls.
There were more serious incidents, too.
A father of a student at ACMS said 10
classmates cornered his son at the end
of P.E. one day, jeering at the middle
schooler and using racial slurs before one
of them punched him in the face and
broke his nose. No cameras, teachers,
or non-participating students saw the
attack. The father requested anonymity
so as not to affect his son’s future.
Efforts to address the attack were
inadequate, the father believes,
saying that he spoke with principal
Larson, as well as Santos and
TTUSD Superintendent Carmen
Ghysels. After being informed
that the school and district would
perform full investigations, he said
that as far as he’s aware,
only the kid who
punched his son
was suspended
and put on

The family has since left the area because
of a job opportunity, pushing the move
up an entire month earlier “because
of the indifference shown by [Larson,
Santos, and Ghysels], which was difficult
for us as a family,” the father said.
Moonshine Ink attempted to reach out
to other parents of school-aged children
to confirm altercations and general
rowdiness, but no one wanted to speak
out “because it’s a small town.”
TTUSD staff declined to speak about
any specific incidences, but Santos did
say “that the preventative measures
we put into place, there are times
when naturally you do see [in] a
middle school or a high school or just
in general in the community physical
fights and/or social media pieces that
carry over to the school.”
He added, “The frequency of the
problems, I wouldn’t say seem to be
increased by any means. I think it’s been
pretty consistent with what we’ve seen. I
think some of … [the] intensity of some
of the situations because of social media
posts — and so it’s broadcast more —
we’re dealing more with that piece.”
At Incline Middle School, Michael
shared a comparison of behaviors
between the current school year and the
See SCHOOLS p. 13
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2020/21 school year. During
20/21, students attended
school on a hybrid schedule,
coming on campus every other
day. With the current year,
school’s start date was pushed
back eight days due to wildfire
smoke impacts.
From the start of school to
Nov. 3 for the 20/21 school
year, the middle school
reported zero acts of aggression. From the start of school
to Nov. 2 for the 21/22 school

demic] all through middle
school, and now they’re in
high school,” she said. “I do
have a concern about the lack
of empathy and meanness
… What I’m seeing is people
are not engaging socially, so
they’re not learning those
interpersonal dynamics, like
when you talk to someone like
that, you can lose a friend.”
The pandemic was a huge
disruption because students,
high schoolers in particular,
want to have a normal teenage
experience with dances,
sports, clubs, and the
like, Cahill said.
“A lot of hopes and
dreams have been
dashed,” she said.
“You have a lot of
athletes who really
hoped that they were
going to get a college
scholarship. They

during this current school
year she’s received more
hugs from her students than
ever before.
“This year, first and foremost,
has been just so rewarding
being back in person with the
kids,” she told Moonshine. “...
When it comes to behavior
and things that are unexpected this year, I would say
it’s that connection students
are really craving, as well as
stability and routine.”
At Tahoe Expedition Academy,
which covers pre-kindergarten
through 12th grade, Program
Director Mara Morrison said
her fellow staff hasn’t seen
anything out of the norm for
adolescence. The students, she
continued, are simply learning
to “build back stamina for
the school day and stamina in
interpersonal relationships.”

SAFE SPACE: Wellness
centers at schools across
the region provide
spaces for students to
decompress in social and
emotional ways. Pictured
here: A sign welcomes
students at North
Tahoe High School; and
students lounge in the
Truckee High School
center. Courtesy photos

year, the middle school
reported four of such acts.
Defiance and disrespect toward
others, though, has skyrocketed
by comparison: During the
same date ranges, there were
five incidents of defiance or
disrespect in 20/21; in the current school year, 61 episodes
were reported.
Students aren’t lashing out
physically over at Incline High
School, says Cahill, but the
period of distance learning
has resulted in a lack of communication skills, particularly
for freshmen.
“They were seventh graders
when this started, so they’ve
been dealing with this [pan-

would get to work on that.
[But there were] games
getting canceled because
someone was positive [for
Covid], seasons being shut
down. The weight of that
on kids is so heartbreaking.
And for some kids, it is
those kinds of things that
keep them in school …
Those are the things that
tether them to school.”
On the flip side, some
students are literally embracing the chance to be back
in school. Paula Bossler, a
science, technology, engineering, and math teacher
for kindergarten through
fifth grade at Kings Beach
Elementary School, said

READ.
13
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Red light, green
light,TikTok

A challenge circulating on
TikTok, the short-form videosharing platform especially
popular among ages 18 to
29, was fairly open-ended: In
September, vandalize school
bathrooms.
At Alder Creek, students stole
a soap dispenser and poured
red Kool-Aid into toilets.
At Incline middle, students
smeared red dye on the walls
and toilets.
IMS principal Michael, who’s
worked in education for 22
years, was shocked. “It was
confusing to me,” she recalled.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

“I was like, where is this coming
from? I’m not used to this one.”
On the evening of the red dye
incident, Monday Sept. 13,
Michael found out about the
TikTok challenges through a
principals’ Facebook group.
Each month, students are
inspired by other users of the
app to perform different acts
of vandalism and violence at
their schools.
“Then the next day, I brought it
up to school police for Washoe
County and they said, ‘You’re
the fifth school we’ve heard
from about that,’” she said. “It
really started to explode that
Tuesday across the county.”
Michael even heard about a
school in Reno where students
tried to flush a teacher’s laptop
down a toilet.
“Luckily we didn’t have that
here,” she said. “But you know,
trying to disassemble bathroom
doors and take off soap
dispensers. We were lucky we
didn’t have severe damage.”
The California Teachers
Association issued a warning
statement about an October
challenge circulating on TikTok
that encouraged students
to slap or smack a teacher.
Michael said that thankfully
that hasn’t happened on her
campus. A November challenge
involves kissing a friend’s girlfriend on campus. According
to lists circulating the internet,
remaining challenges include
physically assaulting others
and vandalization of school
property. Per USA Today,
TikTok has removed content
relating to the challenges,
focusing on certain hashtags
like #deviouslicks — the one
that started the trend to begin
with — and redirecting users
to the platform’s community
guidelines; users are, however,
utilizing different hashtags
to avoid removal of content.
The school-related challenges
began in September with a
TikTok user posting a video of
numerous disposable masks
they had stolen.
“I think [social media
is] inviting more devious
behavior because [kids are]
constantly trying to figure out
how to get more access to it,”

MOONSHINEINK.COM

said Amy Vail, an Olympic
Valley-based psychologist
specializing in adolescent,
child, and family therapy.
Vail explained that during
school hours when students
aren’t allowed to be on their
phones for social media and
texting (schools typically utilize
firewalls to limit efforts to get
on the internet), the students
will download virtual personal
networks, VPNs, to get around
any blockades.
At the elementary school level,
social media isn’t as much of
a presence. But Kings Beach
teacher Bossler said that
while she hasn’t heard of the
challenges happening on her
school’s campus, media is still
rearing its ugly head.
“One thing we did see and
are concerned about is what
students are watching at home,”
she said. “They were playing red
light, green light in relation to
Squid Game [a show on Netflix
identified as being appropriate
for ages 16 and up]. We actually
had to send a call that goes to
all parents [asking them] to
monitor what their [children]
are watching and remind them
that that is not an appropriate
show for kids to be watching.”
Bossler added that with
elementary school-aged
children, normally 5 to 11 years
old, she and fellow teachers
are more concerned about
influences from older siblings
or family members, regarding
social media, TV shows and
movies, and video games.
“I think as our fifth graders get
older, I could see [the TikTok
challenges] coming down,” she
said. “Maybe over Christmas
break they get exposed to it a
little bit more. But as of right
now, that’s not something that’s
on our radar.”

Abundance of
trauma, shortage
of staff

All things considered,
Santos believes TTUSD was
better prepared than other
school districts at handling
the pandemic-induced
trauma in students.
See SCHOOLS p. 14
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“Pre-Covid, our district already
had a very strong structure
in place to meet the social,
emotional needs of students,”
he said. “For example, we had
wellness centers at our high
schools. These are centers that
students can go to for socialemotional support.”
In addition to having full-time
counselors, TTUSD campuses
also have well-established peer
mentor programs like Link Crew
at the high schools and Where
Everybody Belongs (WEB)
at the middle schools, where
incoming students new to the
school are paired with student
leaders who serve as their mentors throughout the school year.
With a return to full-time
in-person school, the district
has shifted into hyperdrive: For
example, it hired two social
workers — one for the lakeside
schools, the other for Truckee —
to provide resources for students
experiencing serious trauma.
Partnership with local organizations like Gateway Mountain
Center and Sierra Community
House allows the school district
to utilize area resources for children in need of more assistance.
There’s also a youth healthcare
navigator who serves as a link
between Tahoe Forest Hospital,
where she works, and TTUSD.

and how traumas impacted
those kids.”
The training included de-escalation strategies for when students
are showing signs of heightened
verbal or emotional stress.
Expanding wellness centers
into more schools is another
response to Covid-19. Through
a state-funded Extended
Learning Opportunities grant
and federal Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency
Relief (ESSER III) funds, the
district is focused on extending
such support hubs for at least
a few more years, and setting
them up in local middle schools.
Glenshire Elementary created a
new wellness center, carving out
the funds from its site funds.
While grant opportunities are
also available on the Nevada side
of Tahoe, finding staff is proving
to be the challenge.
“I’ve tapped into [the University
of Nevada, Reno] and asked
their professors, ‘Do you have
any interns? I’ll pay an intern,’”
said Cahill of Incline high.
“There is such a shortage right
now at schools. Counselors,
social workers, mental health
professionals — even if you
have the money, which I do
have the money ... there is no
one to hire. You can post a job
and no one will apply.”

WHAT I’M SEEING IS PEOPLE ARE
NOT ENGAGING SOCIALLY, SO
THEY’RE NOT LEARNING THOSE
INTERPERSONAL DYNAMICS.”
~ TIERNEY CAHILL
At the beginning of the
2021/22 school year, the
district anticipated the need for
additional support in welcoming back students. Before
school started, TTUSD brought
in Heather Forbes, “a national
and international traumainformed classroom expert,” as
Santos described.
“She presented an entire
day to all of our staff on
trauma and what that means,
understanding students that
have gone through that,”
he continued, “She demonstrated strategies staff can
use within their classroom to
recognize student behaviors
14

Within the TTUSD there’s a
shortage of resource officers,
too. Officer Andrew Holbrook
with the Truckee Police
Department normally covers just
the Truckee schools, but with
an officer vacancy on the North
Shore side of the district, he’s
stretched to cover those schools,
too. In all of Placer County there
are six school resource officer
vacancies, according to TTUSD.
What IHS does have is one counselor for its 350 students. But,
Cahill clarified, “Counselors
at the high school level are
academic counselors. They’re
not all health professionals.”
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She continued: “What we
really need is someone
consistent, someone to do
career college planning and
then someone to help with
small groups and [help] kids
deal with loss. And we just
don’t have it.”

The whole child

Though disciplinary protocals
were established prior to
the pandemic, Covid-19
furthered a nationwide shift
in how schools deal with
disciplinary issues. Evolving
from the days of merely
punishing transgressors, the
present way of thinking is to
get ahead of any potential
incidents by exploring the root
of the problem and learning how
to prevent similar scenarios in
the future. (Punishments such
as suspension or expulsion are
still applied in serious violations
such as possessing or selling
of firearms and committing or
attempting physical or sexual
assault, among other things.)
“California [educational] code
over the years has really made
it clear to school districts that
you need to look at alternatives to suspension and really
look at preventative measures, restorative practices,”
Santos explained.
In the case of a fight, he
said, district administrators
will look at everything from
meetings between the kids
involved and having them
compose apology letters to
each other to exploring ways
for students to learn from the
experience or requiring attendance at a behavioral class.
The focus, Santos stressed,
remains on educating the
whole student, nurturing the
physical, social, emotional,
and cognitive needs of each
individual. Restorative
measures such as setting up
behavioral contracts with
kids who frequently struggle,
socially or behaviorally, can
promote positive replacement
behaviors for those students.
At ACMS, Larson and her
staff seek to “empower our
students and make them feel
part of the solution.” Through
homeroom and advisory
classes, students participate
in restorative circles where

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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SMILE, YOU’RE ON CAMERA: fter s hool propert was van ali e the ﬁrst
weeks of school, Principal Kari Michael studied this camera view of an Incline
Middle School hallway during much of September to keep an eye on who entered
and exited the restrooms. Courtesy image

they have the opportunity to
talk about their experiences of
living through the pandemic
as well as any current issues
and how they are addressing
them. Advisory lessons also
focus on character development, with a focus on respect
for self and others.
Peer Helpers are also available
to meet with students if they
feel more comfortable connecting with someone closer
to their own age. Safe School
Ambassadors (student leaders)
have been trained to eliminate
the bystander effect by using
specific intervention techniques. This can be anything
from recognizing when to
intervene and calming down
those involved to facilitating a
dialogue between the parties
and when it is appropriate to
summon a teacher.
Parents, too, play a key role
in their children’s entire
educational experience, says
TTUSD’s communications
coordinator, Kelli Twomey,
and that includes their inschool behavior.
“We see parents as our
partners,” she said, noting
that “when we become aware
of something like the TikTok
‘Devious Licks’ challenge,
we share information with
parents so they are aware and
can talk with their children
at home before behavioral
situations even arise, and
that includes educating kids
about screen time and proper
use of technology.”

and social media educational
classes for parents.
Psychologist Vail says part of
the screen time problem is that
kids are staying up late at night,
spending time on devices when
instead they should be sleeping.
Without adequate sleep, the
frontal lobe — the part of the
brain that controls judgment
and decision making — does not
get to rest and repair overnight,
which leads to more challenges
with decision making.
“They’re more likely to engage
in conversations with peers or
[text] inappropriate content
because they’re exhausted
[during late-night hours],”
Vail said. “... Then they go to
school the next day and they
have to fend off more of the
social drama that they might
not have engaged with if they
weren’t texting those things in
the middle of the night. That’s
not to say that they’re not
texting similar things during
the daytime.”
It used to be that if there was
drama during the school day, it
was left at school until the next
day, Vail explained, but with
technology, there is a constant,
direct link to that situation,
which leads to overstimulation.
“I think that’s one of the reasons that … the transition in
life, not just back to school …
is so challenging, is because
they don’t get a break [from
technology],” Vail said. “I’d
like to think it’s a transition,
but I think it’s really more the
new normal.”

The district in the past has
offered digital citizenship
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PILES IN THE FOREST AND PACKAGES IN YOUR HAND
issues for people who don’t receive
mail service from the USPS. Basically,
a package addressed to a non-USPS
address gets stuck in limbo as we
cannot deliver it.

You Asked.

They Answered.
Readers had questions for the feds
in this month’s YATA. One queried
about the fate for piles of woody
material in Tahoe National Forest.
And another in how to ensure
smooth delivery of packages via the
U.S. Postal Service. We appreciate
the local employees who took the
time to answer the below inquiries.

There are a few options for people
to use to make sure you get your
packages:
First, if you use your physical address,
make sure it is registered and able to
receive mail from the USPS.
If you can’t get mail at your physical
address, then get a P.O. Box and have
packages delivered there.

~ Mayumi Elegado/Moonshine Ink

FOREST PILES
I GREATLY APPRECIATE THE
THINNING AND CLEANING
UP OF THE TAHOE NATIONAL
FOREST BEHIND MY
NEIGHBORHOOD ... BETWEEN
OLD COUNTY TO RIDGEWOOD.
HOWEVER, IN MANY AREAS,
THERE ARE PILES AFTER PILES
OF FOREST DEBRIS THAT HAVE
BEEN LEFT BEHIND. I AM
CURIOUS TO KNOW IF THERE
ARE PLANS TO CONTROL
BURN OR CHIP THESE PILES
AND IF SO WHEN MIGHT
THAT BE SCHEDULED FOR? I
CERTAINLY UNDERSTAND THE
PAST FEW YEARS HAVE BEEN
CHALLENGING FOR FIRE AND
FORESTRY ORGANIZATIONS.

The answer to the question is “Yes.”
We are working to eliminate the
backlog of unburned piles on the
Lake Tahoe Basin primarily through
the use of prescribed fire. We look for
opportunities to complete the work

PRESCRIBED PYRES: A North Lake Tahoe reader submitted this photo of piles in the Tahoe
National Forest, asking when they might be burned or chipped. Courtesy photo

safely and in a way that minimizes air
quality impacts using established best
practices. Prescribed fire targeting
these piles typically occurs in the winter
months but can include the late fall
or early spring as well if conditions
are favorable. We provide public
notifications in advance of beginning
the work and coordinate our efforts
with all local fire protection districts
and cooperators. If you would like to
receive notifications of prescribed fire
implementation in your area, please
contact me at tod.flowers@usda.gov.
~ Tod Flowers, fire management specialist,
U.S. Forest Service, Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit

SPECIAL DELIVERY
I’VE HEARD THAT COMPANIES
LIKE UPS AND FEDEX HAVE A

“LAST-MILE” AGREEMENT WITH
THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE WHERE
USPS HANDLES PACKAGES
SHIPPED VIA THE PRIVATE
COMPANIES FOR THE FINAL LEG
OF THEIR JOURNEY. DURING THE
PAST YEAR’S HOLIDAY SEASON
THERE WERE A LOT OF ISSUES
WITH UNDELIVERABLE PACKAGES
IN THE TAHOE/TRUCKEE AREA.
NOW THAT HOLIDAYS ARE HERE
AGAIN, I’M WONDERING WHAT
WE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE
LAST MILE TO MAKE SURE OUR
PACKAGES GET DELIVERED.

The last mile is an agreement between
the U.S. Postal Service and UPS/FedEx
where in exchange for using their
planes to transport our packages across
the country, we do the final step of their
delivery process in certain places.
Since Tahoe/Truckee is a rural area,
a lot of UPS/FedEx packages are
dropped at our local post offices for
final delivery. This can cause a ton of

If you don’t have a P.O. Box or a USPS
physical address, you’re more than
welcome to use general delivery service.
You can put your name/general delivery
then your physical address, and your
carrier should leave the package at the
post office hub, but things do sometimes slip through. The best way to use
general delivery is to ship it directly
to your local post office (use tools.
usps.com/find-location.htm to get the
address of one near you). Come in and
give us your name along with photo ID
and we’ll go find your package.
The last option, which is probably the
only surefire way, is to select UPS or
FedEx Ground shipping when you
place your orders.
~ Rachael Lathrop, lead clerk, Truckee
post office

YOU ASKED?
Readers submit questions and we
ﬁnd the right people to answer
them. u mit your uery to
editors moonshinein .com.

Get surprisingly great
Auto rates.
Here’s the deal, everyone loves a good surprise —
especially when it comes to saving money. State
Farm® has always been about that. Call us to discover
your surprisingly great rates on Auto today.

GET YOUR PACKAGES: U.S. Postal Service workers have their hands full with package deliveries,
with an increased volume due to online shopping. You can make sure yours arrive by following a few
steps. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com
530-550-9000

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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KINGS BEACH

3

this past July on moonshineink.com, for advice from
BEAR League executive director Ann Bryant.
~ CDFW blog

2 Caldor Post-Fire BAER Assessment Report
The USDA Forest Service has released a summary of
its post-ﬁre assessment for emergency stabilization
measures and actions on National Forest System lands
burned by the Caldor Fire on the Eldorado National
Forest and the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.
The emergency treatments and activities are designed
to decrease possible impacts to critical values from the
burned area such as life and safety, property, critical
natural resources, and cultural resources.
Review the incident overview and full report at
inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7842.
~ Eldorado National Forest news alert

3

101-year-old Skiing Legend Honored
OLYMPIC VALLEY

Palisades Tahoe and the SNOW Sports Museum
honored Martin Hollay on Nov. 2. The 101-year old
former ski patroller, origninally from Hungary, has
contributed much to the ski industry. He had an
important role in the 1960 Winter Olympic Games,
which were held at Palisades Tahoe. He built the
Cross Country Ski Track, and still participates in cross
country skiing. Hollay served as a ski patroller for many
decades, and contributed greatly to the formation of
the Heavenly Ski Patrol.
A ceremony was held in The Village at Palisades
Tahoe, where Hollay told stories from his long history
on snow to the small crowd in attendance. Dee Byrne,
president and COO of Palisades Tahoe, presented
Hollay with a metal sculpture made from old lift parts
from the resort and a complimentary Palisades Tahoe
season pass, as attendees sang “Happy Birthday”
(Hollay turned 101 that week). Eddy Ancinas, a board
member of the future SNOW Sports Museum and an
IOC guide at 1960 Winter Olympics, said the museum
plans to tell the stories of Hollay and
other legendary characters who have
worked behind the scenes to make
the ski community what it is today. Her
husband, Osvaldo, who was a competitor
at the 1960 Winter Olympics, closed the
ceremony with a striking yodel.
~ Palisades Tahoe email

4

SKI LEGEND: On Nov. 2, Palisades Tahoe and the SNOW Sports Museum honored
ski legend Martin Hollay, a 101-year old former ski patroller who is known across
Tahoe for his many contributions to the ski industry. Photo by Brandon Skinner/
Palisades Tahoe
11 NOVEMBER – 8 DECEMBER 2021
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Grassroots Effort to Stop Mine
Reopening
GRASS VALLEY
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After making headlines in 2020 by entering local businesses on Lake Tahoe’s North Shore (see YouTube video
linked in online version of briefs), including a Safeway
and a Chevron convenience store, the 15-year-old male
black bear known as the “Kings Beach Bear” was shot
and killed in an Alpine County campground this past
summer.
In early August, a California Department of Fish and
Wildlife biologist and wildlife ofﬁcer responded to calls
of a large black bear shot and killed at a campground in
Alpine County near Hermit Valley.
A large family with many small children was camping
in the area when a large black bear approached the
campsite repeatedly during the early evening and late
hours of the night. Multiple attempts to shoo the bear
away proved unsuccessful.
The campsite was clean and the family had properly
stored and secured all food and garbage. Fearing for
its safety, the family shot and killed the bear when it
approached their campsite yet again, and reported the
shooting to ofﬁcials. The family was distraught when
CDFW showed up to investigate.
At the scene, CDFW ofﬁcials identiﬁed the bear
unmistakably as the Kings Beach Bear. The bear had
been tagged and released into the remote habitat of
El Dorado County in the fall of 2020 with the hopes
that it’d transition back to a natural diet and life in the
wild. Rather, the bear was unable to adjust, and, having
once weighed more than 500 pounds, was a shell of his
former self and completely emaciated with rotten teeth
when the CDFW inspected the carcass.
CDFW wildlife ofﬁcers ruled the shooting justiﬁed,
and CDFW biologists consider this to be solid, empirical evidence and a traumatic case study about the
inability of human food-conditioned bears to successfully transition to life in the wild.
For tips and best practices to keep Tahoe’s bears from
becoming accustomed and dependent on human food
sources, visit Keep Tahoe Bears Wild at tahoebears.org,
and read Our Neigh-bears are Threatened, published

Mine Watch NC is rallying troops to
oppose the reopening of the former
gold-producing Idaho-Maryland Mine,
which was closed in 1956 after a century
of on-and-off operation. The Rise Gold
Corp is seeking a use permit from Nevada
County’s board of supervisors to recommence mining at 1,000 tons of gold per
day. Currently, county staff is compiling
a draft Environmental Impact Report,
expected to be released to the public in
2022 (though no speciﬁc date is known).
“That’s when the Nevada County
supervisors will have a chance to, for the
ﬁrst time, see what the potential impacts
are,” Traci Sheehan of Mine Watch NC
told Moonshine Ink. “Following that will
be public hearings and a ﬁnal decision
by the board of supervisors ... They’re
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basically saying yes [or no]; we [are or aren’t] granting a
use permit.”
The community campaign is focused on educating
the public about the mine and building the number
of supporters. Monthly webinars are being held, with
November’s topic about impacts to air quality (the
event will be over Zoom on Nov. 18 at 6 p.m).
Spearheaded by Community Environmental
Advocates Foundation, Mine Watch NC includes participating organizations like Sierra Club, South Yuba River
Citizens League, Friends of Bear River, and more.
According to Rise Gold, the Idaho-Maryland Mine was
ﬁrst discovered in 1851, with mining beginning in 1863.
From 1865 to 1892, the mine operated as the leading
gold producer in the United States. To review Rise Gold
Corp’s preliminary project design, visit risegoldcorp.
com/i-m-project-project-design.
For more information and event registration, visit
minewatchnc.org/events.
~ AH

5 2021 California Climate Adaptation Strategy
Released for Public Review
STATEWIDE

On Oct. 18, California released its draft 2021 California
Climate Adaptation Strategy for public comment.
Building upon successes and shortcomings of the initial
climate adaptation strategy in 2009, this draft outlines
the state’s sector-speciﬁc plans to address climate
adaptation and includes timelines and success metrics
for each speciﬁc action. The 2021 strategy is undergoing internal review, and the state invites the public to
provide input that will inform the approach to ﬁnalizing
the plan.
Public review and comment will be accepted through
mail and email up to Nov. 17. Following the period of
public comment, the state will review and release the
ﬁnal strategy as an interactive website rather than a
stagnant document.
Send written input by:
• Email: icarp@opr.ca.gov
• Mail: California Natural Resources Agency, 715 P St.,
Sacramento, CA 95814
~ Sierra Nevada Alliance news alert
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Placer County Extends Free Public
Transportation Services
NORTH LAKE TAHOE

The Placer County Board of Supervisors has approved the
extension of two free public transit programs provided by
Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit, which services eastern
Placer.
Following successful summer and fall pilot programs,
nearly $1.4 million will fund winter service of TART’s free
on-demand microtransit service, TART Connect, allowing
service to continue from Dec. 10 through April 10, 2022.
TART’s public bus system will also remain free to ride for a
second two-year period.
New to TART Connect’s winter pilot is an expansion of
service zones to include resort areas located between
Northstar and Kings Beach and from Olympic Valley to
Tahoe City. The winter pilot also includes service continuation to Incline Village and Crystal Bay in partnership with
Washoe County.
Placer implemented the free bus service in coordination
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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with resort partners, the Town of Truckee,
the Truckee Tahoe Airport District, and
Washoe County. Over the past two years,
free-to-the-rider bus service has been
extremely successful with a 20% ridership
increase in January 2020 and a 48%
increase in February 2020 compared to the
prior year.
~ Placer County press release

7 Emergency Proclamation Issued

in Response to Local Housing Crisis
TRUCKEE

Many employers have remarked that the
summer of 2 21 was the most difﬁcult
housing season the community has ever
experienced. Many long-time community
members were forced out of their homes
and priced out of the housing market
altogether, leaving local businesses to
adapt and reduce operations (see In
Memoriam and Voices of the Displaced on
moonshineink.com to read the stories of
long-time locals who’ve had to leave).
As a result, leaders of the Mountain
Housing Council, a program of the Tahoe
Truckee Community Foundation, adopted
an “Emergency Proclamation Regarding
Housing,” noting that the current housing
crisis is threatening the livelihood and
character of the region, its community
members, and its businesses.
MHC partners are working to accelerate solutions, including implementing
deed-restricted housing programs, placing
moratoriums on new short-term rental
permits, exploring joint-ownership housing
ventures, and growing community-based
funding. Over the past four years, they have
applied consistent focus, accountability, and
resources toward the problem.
These efforts have paid off in a number
of ways: Partners recently celebrated the
unveiling of 288 new affordable, local workforce housing units within ﬁve new develop
ments, and California Senate Bills 9 and 10,
for which MHC’s state policy working group
previously advocated, were recently signed
into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom. Both
promise to increase affordable housing and
streamline development throughout Tahoe.
~ MAP news alert
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illion onation to
Assistance Organizations
INCLINE VILLAGE

ildﬁre

he ave Cher l ufﬁeld Foundation
awarded $3 million to 19 organizations
assisting with the aftermath of the recent
wildﬁres in the ake ahoe asin area.
These funds will help provide supportive
care to people and their pets who have
been impacted b the ﬁres as well as with
the ongoing rescue, rehabilitation, and
treatment of animals (primarily wildlife)
affected b the ﬁres. his is in addition to
the $1 million that was awarded to 29 organizations in the early part of September,
bringing the total donation from the Dave
Cher l ufﬁeld Foundation to
million
to support the wildﬁre efforts.
~ Da e
heryl Dufﬁeld oundation
press release

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

8 Resilience Bond Will Finance

estoration to educe ildﬁre isk
TAHOE NATIONAL FOREST

World Resources Institute, Blue Forest,
National Forest Foundation, US Forest
Service, Yuba Water Agency, and the North
Yuba Forest Partnership have announced
the launch of the second Forest Resilience
Bond, the Yuba II FRB. The new FRB on
the ahoe ational Forest will ﬁnance 2
million in forest resilience and post ﬁre
restoration projects in California’s Sierra
Nevada mountains to restore 48,000
forested acres, protect nearby communities,
and enhance water security.
~ ahoe ational orest news alert
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Placer County Uses State Funds
to Help Build Martis Valley Trail
AUBURN

The Placer County Board of Supervisors
gave the Department of Parks and Open
Space the green light on Oct. 12 to apply
grant funding toward the long-awaited
Martis Valley Trail project.
In 2018, California voters said “yes” to
Proposition 68, the Parks, Environment, and
Water Bond, securing $4 billion in general
obligation bonds for California’s parks,
natural resources, and restoration projects.
Now, those state funds will be put to use
in Martis alle in the orth ake ahoe
region to support the 10.2 mile paved
trail project that will connect the Town of
Truckee and the Northstar Village and up
to the rockwa summit above ake ahoe.
rant funding in the amount of 1 ,
will help complete the remaining unbuilt
portions of the trail.
~ Placer County press release

will be the ofﬁcial name of the nonproﬁt
moving forward.
“By merging, Truckee Meadows
Tomorrow now becomes one of the largest
and longest serving nonproﬁts in orthern
Nevada that is focused on improving quality of life for residents,” said Erica Mirich,
the group’s executive director. “TMT is
known for producing high-impact quality of
life data and programming. The merger will
allow TMT to use additional resources to
not just identify health needs in the community but focus on solutions as well.”
Prior to the merger, Truckee Meadows
Healthy Communities advocated for policy
changes to improve the health of the
community and address factors that lead to
health inequities.
he merger was ﬁnalized on ct. 1 .
he uniﬁed operations moving forward will
streamline programming, save costs, and
encourage collaboration and community
building by sharing data, expertise, and
resources for their shared constituency.
To track the progress of the combined
organizations and access the best compilation of actionable quality of life data for
the region, residents are advised to visit
truckeemeadowstomorrow.org.
~ TMT, TMHC press release
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Internship Program Focuses on
Mentorship for Inclusion in STEM
RENO

From wild ower blooms to microplastics
pollution, 14 students from Nevada’s
two-year colleges are spending this fall
building career skills by conducting handson research alongside Desert Research
nstitute scientists in eno and as egas
through DRI’s new Research Immersion
Internship Program.
DRI’s internship program began in
o onproﬁts er e to
September and runs for 16 weeks. Students
Provide Better Data and Resources
have been placed in teams of two to four
people, and are working under the direcRENO
tion of DRI faculty mentors. Project themes
Truckee Meadows Healthy Communities is
for the program’s inaugural semester
merging with Truckee Meadows Tomorrow
include documentation and analysis of
to better serve the growing needs of the
community and improve quality of life for all
wild ower superblooms above average
in our region. Truckee Meadows Tomorrow
bursts of blooming wild owers in the
Western U.S., an
investigation into
the effects of wildﬁre
on water repellency
of soils, a study on
how microplastic
particles can be
transported through
the air, and a study
investigating the
effects of obesity on
health challenges in
mice.
At the end of
the semester, the
student teams will
deliver their project
results and receive
feedback from their
faculty mentors. The
end goal is to help
foster the next genFUNDS FOR WILDLIFE: lenshire lementar ﬁfth grader Celia rown
eration of diverse
raised 1,
so far for animals affected b the wildﬁres, in an effort that
scientists through
started with a bakesale. Courtesy photo
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TREATMENT AND PREVENTION: Student
intern Mary Andres from Truckee Meadows
Community College prepares reagents needed
to anal ze lipid proﬁles and hepatic enz mes in
a study being conducted in Riccardo Panella’s
laboratory in the Desert Research Institute’s
Center for Genomic Medicine. The results
of these experiments will pave the way for a
new generation of RNA-based therapies to
treat metabolic disorders and prevent cancer
progression. Photo courtesy DRI

mentorship, inclusion, and skill-building.
For more information on DRI’s Research
Immersion Internship Program, visit dri.edu/
immersion.
~ DRI press release

13

Elementary Student Raises
Funds for Wildlife Affected by Fires
TRUCKEE

lenshire lementar ﬁfth grader Celia
Brown raised $1,800 (and counting) to
help the animals affected b the ﬁres
initially via a bake sale that the 10-year-old
spearheaded independently. Her passion
for wildlife affected b the ﬁres inspired
“friends and family, near and far,” wrote
Celia’s mom, Stacey, and while the original
bake sale she planned and ran raised $140,
the family helped her start a Facebook
page to leverage the support from their
community. Within seconds, the page had
raised $200 and then within one day it was
over 1,
. ventuall , after researching
her options, Celia decided to donate most
of the money ($1,700) to the Gold Country
Wildlife escue, which offered the ﬁfth
grader and her mom a tour of the facility.
“They were treating not only burn victims
from the ﬁre, but an animal that needed
to be treated,” Stacey wrote to the Ink.
“Being up close and personal to all these
wild animals was such an experience for
all of us.” Auburn-based Gold Country
is currently building a new facility to host
more animals. Celia is motivated by passion
for wildlife rehabilitation: “I love animals
and wildlife, and I just really wanted to help
all the animals that have been affected
b the ﬁres, she said. Celia also donated
$100 of her raised funds to the TruckeeTahoe Humane Society, and her efforts are
ongoing.
~ BL
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When the Commons Was Removed From

Commons Beach

In the Past
BY PAT DILLON
Special to Moonshine Ink

to the Tahoe City Commons by
barge.
His new company, Lake Tahoe
Railway and Transportation,
laid a narrow-gauge railroad
from the new intercontinental
railroad station at Truckee to
Tahoe City. He opened a magnificent resort at Tahoe Tavern,
just across the Truckee River
on the west side of Tahoe City
so passengers could disembark
from his train to the door of his
hotel. The train would then pull
out on Tavern pier to pick up
mail and supplies from one of
the many steamers such as Mr.
Bliss’s “Tahoe” that plied the
lake with passengers and goods.

A

s we wrestle with the
legality of corporations
influencing our Democratic
Republic, we can look to local
history to see that it’s all happened before.

Today, the large beach in central Tahoe City is a haven for
visitors and locals alike, as they
enjoy concerts, parties, picnics,
swimming, and lazing on the
shore. But Commons Beach, a
INDUSTRIAL CONGESTION: In the early 20th century there was a railroad trestle over the water in Tahoe City in front
900-foot piece of lake frontage
of Swallow Cliffs at Commons Beach. The built-up section in the center of the photo is currently occupied by Commons
deeded to the public in the late Beach. Photo courtesy Western Nevada Historic Photo Collection
19th century, was for a time
about 15 people called the area
Called Tahoe City by everyone, it is
The tracks also had a spur that
taken over by private interests. In
not, nor has it ever been, a city, but
home; half that in the often brutal
crossed what is now the Tahoe City
1937, a mysterious event returned
was the first community established
winter.
Wye and enabled the train to deliver
access for the common people and
by whites at Lake Tahoe and was
passengers and freight to the wharf
the rest, as they say, is history.
Fueled by silver mining interests
referred to as simply “Tahoe” until
and pier at the Commons. The
“City” was added by the U.S. Postal
and the timber required to support
In 1863, a settlement called Tahoe
train could then continue east along
Service in 1949.
it, by 1870, the area contained 50
on the North Shore of Lake Tahoe
Commons Beach to maintenance
was mapped out on paper. Only
homes and businesses.
shops and housing for personnel at
An 1872 photo shows a small, rocky
what is now the Tahoe City Marina.
beach below a looming cliff called
The few locals of the early 1900s
The Tahoe Commons.
were generally in favor of the train
and the required infrastructure as it
Having visited Tahoe City in 1869,
provided jobs and supplies for the
President U.S. Grant, credited
little community.
with winning the War Between the
States, or the Civil War, deeded the
4.3 acres known as The Commons
to the citizens of Tahoe City under
the provisions of an act of Congress
designed to reserve parcels of land
for public use.
Commons or “The Commons” was
an oft-used term referring to an area
to be enjoyed by the public and not
subject to private or commercial use
or sale.

THIS SUMMER

Outside Patio &
Inside Dining Options
VOTED BEST

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
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R E S E R VAT I O N S H I G H LY R E C O M M E N D E D
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DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE
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As the Civil War finally came to
its bloody end, silver in the mines
began to play out and the need for
what timber was left in the Basin
began to wane.
Timber barons such as Duane Bliss
looked to other profit centers to
make their fortunes. Recognizing
that people wanted to see the beauty
of Lake Tahoe but were put off by
the brutal wagon or stagecoach ride
from Truckee, Mr. Bliss shipped the
trains, tracks, and buildings from his
fading Glenbrook logging operation

Time marches on though, and as
automobiles became more common
and most of the timber had been
cut, roads were built and the trains
and steamers were used less and
less. Locals began to agitate against
the railroad and the buildings that
had grown up around it.
In 1926, the Bliss family sold the
railroad to Linnard Steamship lines
and the relationship to the community continued to deteriorate.
Locals and tourists were kept off the
only Tahoe City beach by “bulls,” or
private railroad police.
A local lumberman, Walter Bickford,
found himself locked out of the
wharf, the only place he could
unload his truck to a barge.
Bickford and others brought suit
against the company in 1919 for
encroaching on public land and
use, and the battle went back and
forth for over seven years. Finally, a
decree was entered on May 9, 1927,
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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in favor of the public. Bliss and Linnard were in
no great hurry to obey the decree, and though
some buildings and locked gates were removed,
this was largely because they converted the
rail to standard gauge so the train could come
directly from the Truckee station on Southern
Pacific rails.
On the night of Oct. 21, 1937, a fire was
reported in the area of the railroad maintenance
shop. There was no local fire department and the
nearest one was the forest service ranger station
in Truckee.
The fire raged through the night, and the next
morning dawned to reveal the destruction of
all buildings on the Commons. The U.S. Post

Office, the Women’s Club, and the two-story
Tahoe Mercantile were gone, along with some of
the railroad buildings.
The investigation was conducted by Harry
Johanson, the local constable and deputy sheriff,
but the cause was undetermined. The destruction
of the “Tahoe Merc” and railroad shops offered
the opportunity to return the Commons to a
public space.
The Women’s Club began fundraising and
obtained permission to use land atop the bluff
overlooking the Commons to build a new
Women’s Club and post office. The building
opened for public use in 1938.
Years of cleanup on the Commons followed, but
the public once again had access to the beach.
Boaters, picnickers, and stargazers could enjoy
themselves without being harassed by railroad
bulls or getting hit by a train or truck.
As war once again reared its ugly head, the now
abandoned rails were pulled up and recycled to
equip the military for World War II.

ALL NIGHT LONG: ithout ﬁreﬁghting resources near y a ﬁre
that was reported on ct.
7 raged through the ahoe ity
shoreline uildings. hotos courtesy orth ahoe istorical ociety

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

In 1961, a fire engine shed addition that had
been built 11 years earlier was torn down and a
state-of-the-art two-story fire station was built
sharing a wall with the 1938 Women’s Club
building, which now houses the North Tahoe
Arts Center.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

AFTER THE BURN: he
ommons each site.

7 ﬁre destroyed all uildings on the

Since North Tahoe Fire built a new station on
Fairway Drive in 2012, the old 1961 fire station
is now up for grabs. Placer County solicited proposals for the site a few years ago and selected
two projects for consideration. The county has
stated that a primary objective is to put in a
development that serves “the needs of the entire
community.”
Tahoe City ancestors had the courage to stand up
against wealthy corporations profiting from our
Tahoe Commons. Seems the message was heard.
Sources: This story was compiled from research
including Tahoe City’s First Hundred Years by
Carol Von Etten; Calexico Chronicle, Oct. 21,
1937; and Tahoe Tattler, June 27, 1938.
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< STRENGTHEN YOUR FINANCIAL FOOTHOLD: Paying
attention to your credit score can mean the difference
between meeting your ﬁnancial goals and not.

Care for Your Credit Score
BY JOHN MANOCCHIO
Special to Moonshine Ink

Many people had their financial
plans derailed in 2020. Financial
stress may have forced you to make
tough choices, such as deciding
which bills to pay, scaling back on
your savings, or withdrawing from
a retirement account. As a result,
you may need to get back on track
financially. One of the first areas to
tackle should be your credit score.
Even if your finances didn’t take a
hit during the pandemic, it’s wise
to keep track of your credit score.
It affects your ability to get a job,
your access to loans, and your
ability to qualify for various types
of insurance. Can you repair or
upgrade your credit score? Yes, but
the first step is to understand what
your credit score and credit report
are based on.

YOUR CREDIT SCORE
The FICO score, based on a model
created by Fair Isaac Corporation,
is the most common scoring system
of a person’s credit history. Lenders
use these scores to evaluate your
creditworthiness, which means
the probability that you will repay
loans in a timely manner. A lower
FICO score can result in higher
interest rates for credit cards or
loans, shorter repayment terms, a
requirement for a cosigner, or even
outright denial of a loan.
FICO scores range from 300 to
850. Generally, scores greater than
20
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800 are considered excellent, while
scores below 640 are considered
below average, or subprime. Most
lenders use the average score of the
three most well-known reporting
bureaus — Experian, TransUnion,
and Equifax.
Your FICO credit score is based on
five factors:
1. Payment history (35%)
2. Total amount owed compared
with available credit, known as
credit utilization (30%)
3. Length of credit history (15%)
4. Types of credit used (10%)
5. New credit cards or loans opened
and credit inquiries (10%)

YOUR CREDIT REPORT
Once you know your credit score,
you’ll also want to know what went
into that three-digit figure — which
you can find out by reviewing your
credit report.
Credit reports contain a comprehensive record of your credit
history, including personal information, account information, and
whether you have paid your bills on
time. Your credit report also contains information on any accounts
that have been sent to a collections
agent and whether you’ve filed for
bankruptcy or received a bankruptcy discharge.

CHECKING YOUR CREDIT
REPORT
With so much of your financial life
based on your credit report, accuracy is important. Unfortunately,
MOONSHINEINK.COM

the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC)
estimates one in five
consumers has at least
one error on their report.
That’s why it’s so important to make checking
your credit report a habit.
One simple way is to go to
annualcreditreport.com.
Everyone has the right to
a free report from each
of the three major credit
reporting agencies each
year.

FREEZING YOUR CREDIT
Since 2018, consumers have been
able to freeze their credit files free
of charge. A credit freeze, also
known as a security freeze, imposes
restricted access on credit reports,
making it more difficult for identity
thieves to open accounts in your
name. You’ll need to file a credit
freeze request at each of the three
major credit bureaus; it does not
affect your credit score. To access
your credit history and open new
accounts, you’ll have to temporarily
lift the freeze.

REPAIRING YOUR CREDIT:
7 IMPORTANT STEPS
Repairing your credit score will
require time, patience, and discipline. Know that there is no quick
fix. Instead, work your way through
these steps for improving your
credit score over time:
1. Review your credit reports
for errors and dispute any inaccurate or missing information.
Be aware that simply checking your
credit report or FICO score will
have no effect on your credit score.
You’ll need to take action to dispute
incorrect or missing information.
The FTC website provides consumer information on how to file
and resolve credit disputes.
2. Pay your bills on time. Even
if you have missed payments, get
current with your bills.
3. Tackle past-due accounts
and reduce the amount of debt
you owe. You could start by paying
off debts with the smallest balance
to the largest (the debt snowball
method) or from the highest

interest rate to the lowest (the debt
avalanche method).
4. Be cautious when opening
new credit cards. New credit
accounts should be opened only on
an as-needed basis.
5. Consider consumer credit
counseling. A great resource
for educational materials and
workshops is the U.S. Department
of Justice’s U.S. Trustee Program,
which maintains a list of credit
counseling agencies approved to
provide pre-bankruptcy advice.
6. Be wary of credit repair
services. These companies offer
to act on behalf of the consumer
and negotiate with creditors, but
they may also charge unreasonable
fees and upfront charges, as well
as mislead customers about their
ability to fix credit.
7. Consider bankruptcy only
as a last resort. Filing for bankruptcy can allow people to keep
their house, car, and other property.
It also has serious consequences,
including lowering your credit
score. If you’re exploring bankruptcy, the U.S. Trustee Program
maintains a state-by-state list of
government-approved organizations
that supervise bankruptcy cases and
trustees.
Although the process may take time
and patience, working to repair
your credit is well worth the effort
because your credit history is a
cornerstone of your financial plan.

THE FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION ESTIMATES
ONE IN FIVE CONSUMERS
HAS AT LEAST ONE ERROR
ON THEIR REPORT.
This article is meant to be general in
nature and should not be construed as
investment or financial advice related
to your personal situation. Please
consult your financial advisor prior to
making financial decisions.
~ John Manocchio (CA Insurance
Lic# 0H73423) is an investment adviser representative with
Commonwealth Financial Network,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Contact him
at Pacific Crest Wealth Planning,
jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com or
(530) 562-5250.
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household earnings, housing, tax revenue, and communit services, among other aspects of life in the region.
The report is intended to establish baseline conditions
that will inform discussions and planning around diversi
ﬁcation strategies to help ahoe’s econom recover from
the pandemic and, more recently, the Caldor Fire, and
become more resilient to economic disruptions. TPC is
leading this community engagement and economic planning effort, which is called nvision ahoe rosperit
Plan 2.0.”
he ke ﬁndings of the report include
•
Appro imatel
of ahoe house
holds make less than $93,500, which is what
it takes to cover housing and common living
expenses in Tahoe
•
Average home prices have increased
35% since 2020, now averaging $875,000 in
the Tahoe area
•
ot including the in u of workers
related to Covid 1 , the number of ear
round residents in the asin has declined 11
since 2010, down to 53,688
•
ahoe’s economic base has become
more concentrated in a few areas since 2 1 ,
with three industry clusters (and the businesses that support them) contributing 95%
of all economic output in the ahoe asin
visitor services, environmental innovation,
and health and wellness. (All three sectors
e perienced at or declining ob growth and
economic output over the past 10 years.)
For more information or to read the report,
visit tahoeprosperity.org/envision-tahoe.
~ TPC press release

INCLINE VILLAGE

The Tahoe Prosperity Center, a regional community and
economic development nonproﬁt for the ahoe asin,
has published 2021 Baseline Report for the Tahoe Basin:
Living and Working Today in and Around the Tahoe
Basin. The report measures demographic and economic
conditions in the asin that are impacting emplo ment,

SKI SEASON
PASSES
ON SALE
DOWNHILL
CROSS COUNTRY
COMBO
PRICES INCREASE
DECEMBER 1

TAHOE DONNER DOWNHILL
SKI RESORT
Tahoe’s Best Place to Begin with
Wide Open Bowls and Plenty of
Beginner Terrain

2

Acquisition of Tahoe Biltmore
CRYSTAL BAY

TAHOE DONNER CROSS
COUNTRY SKI CENTER

Voted #1 Cross Country Ski
Area by Sierra Sun readers six
years running

LEARN MORE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/SKISEASONPASSES
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evelopment roup, with its ﬁnancial
partners, arn evelopment and tack eal
state, ac uired the ahoe iltmore odge
Casino for an undisclosed amount on ept.
1 . uring the pandemic,
accelerated
its expansion activities, which resulted in
securing over 2 million in e uit commit
ments for pro ects slated to break ground in
the next year.
n ake ahoe,
will continue the
operation of the 11 room iltmore hotel and
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FREE RIDE: uaw Alpine ransit Compan is e panding the hours of its free Mountaineer service within
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casino while ﬁnalizing plans for the development of the
15-acre site. The group intends to develop the property
into a branded mar uee destination for both locals and
visitors to ake ahoe’s vibrant orth hore.
he pro ect has also been designated to ualif for
the ahoe egional lanning Agenc ’s Communit
nhancement rogram. his program seeks to promote
developments that provide substantial environmental,
social, or economic beneﬁts to the ake ahoe asin. he
pro ect on the iltmore site will also incorporate state of
the-art sustainable environmental and water conservation
technologies.
Founded in 2 12 b C
bbie han akh avani,
evelopment roup specializes in developing hotel,
retail, mi ed use, and high densit multi famil properties
across the nited tates.
~ EKN press release

3

Sierra Business Council Launches Forgivable
Loan Program
TRUCKEE

ierra usiness Council, on behalf of the own of ruckee,
is introducing a program that provides affordable,
e ible, and potentiall forgivable ﬁnancing to eligible
small businesses in Truckee. Funded by Community
evelopment lock rant Coronavirus funds, these
programs are designed to stimulate economic growth
and provide support in the recover from Covid 1
through ob retention.
he program offers two t pes of loans of up to
,
for Covid impacted eligible businesses within ruckee
town limits. oth loans offer forgiveness if all program
re uirements are met and the funds are spent within
three months of disbursement. ligible use of funds
includes inventor , pa roll, e uipment purchases, operat
ing capital, and more.
Accompanying the loan program is access to the
council run ierra mall usiness evelopment Center’s
conﬁdential, no cost, one on one advising with a team
of e perts in man technical assistance areas. he ierra
C consultants can assist with cash ow management,
ﬁnancials, capital access, marketing, web design, growth
strategy, and much more. To learn more about the loan
program and its eligibilit re uirements, visit sierrasbdc.
com.
~ Sierra SBDC press release
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Tahoe Food Hub’s Farm Shop Reopens as The
Farmacy
TRUCKEE
After being closed for 1 months during the pandemic,
ahoe Food ub’s Farm hop has reopened under a new
name he Farmac is a reminder that food is medicine.
he food choices we make not onl have a positive
impact on our health but also on our environment.
ahoe Food ub works with over
farms and
ranches within 1 miles of orth ake ahoe. Farms use
regenerative farming practices that help mitigate climate
change b se uestering carbon in the soil. he Farmac
is open uesda s and hursda s from 12 to p.m.,
Wednesdays 3 to 6 p.m., and Fridays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Come in and see what produce is fresh in the medicine
cabinet each week, and browse a wide selection of local
specialty products including oils, grains, dairy, and other
prepared foods.

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NEWS
Order ahead using Tahoe Food Hub’s
online marketplace, Harvest to Order,
and have the order waiting for you
at pick-up. The Farmacy is located at
Tahoe Food Hub’s warehouse next to
the Truckee Airport, across from the new
Raley’s, 12116 Chandelle Way, Unit D1.
For more information, visit tahoefoodhub.org.
~ Susie Sutphin, Special to Moonshine
Ink

5

Squaw Alpine Transit Company
Expands Mountaineer Service
OLYMPIC VALLEY

Squaw Alpine Transit Company, a nonproﬁt created to provide free on demand
shuttle service within l mpic alle
and Alpine Meadows, announced it will
expand the hours of its free Mountaineer
service within the two resort communities
for the 2021/22 winter season. New
this year, SATCo will partner with Placer
County to offer free on-demand service
through TART Connect between Olympic
alle and ahoe Cit on Frida and
Saturday evenings.
This winter, Mountaineer’s shuttle
service will operate from Dec. 10, 2021
through April 10, 2022 daily between
the hours of 7 a.m. and 10:30 p.m.
in l mpic alle , and on aturda s,
Sundays, and holidays from 7 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Alpine Meadows. Passengers can
request a ride through the Mountaineer
app. Inter-valley transportation services
between Palisades Tahoe base areas will
continue to be offered via the Palisades
Tahoe Shuttle operated by Palisades
Tahoe ski resort.
New this year, in collaboration with
Placer County, on-demand shuttle service
will be offered through TART Connect to
provide free weekend evening service
between l mpic alle and ahoe Cit .
(See news briefs, p. 16 for more detail
about this program.)
Mountaineer users will be required to
download the free TART Connect app
to re uest rides between l mpic alle
and Tahoe City.
Mountaineer is funded through the
combination of a 1% assessment on daily
lift tickets sold by Palisades Tahoe and
a 1% assessment on transient lodging
and vacation rentals within Olympic
alle and Alpine Meadows. Additionall ,
Palisades Tahoe continues its volunteer
contribution of a 1% assessment on its
daily lift ticket frequency products to
assist in funding Mountaineer services.
Learn more about SATCo and
Mountaineer online at squawalpinetransit.org.
~ SATCo press release

6 Utility Parent Company

Provides Updates on Net-Zero By
2050 Goal
ONTARIO, CANADA

Algonquin, the parent company of
Liberty Utilities, has announced its netzero by 2050 goal, as well as the issuance
of its 2021 environmental, social, and

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

governance report. The 2050 pathway to
net-zero report includes a comprehensive
summary of the progress already being
made in the transition to a low-carbon
economy. Highlights of Algonquin’s
accomplishments include:
• Achieved goal to reduce emissions by
one million metric tonnes from 2017
levels
• Demonstrated a 31% reduction in
emissions from 2017 through 2020
• Achieved goal to embed sustainability into compensation model
• Achieved goal to publish a disclosure
document aligned with the task
force on climate related ﬁnancial
disclosures
• Improved sustainability ratings and
index inclusions
Links to the report and goal can be
found in the online version of this brief.
~ Algonquin newsletter
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Plumas Bank Commits $50,000
to its Own Dixie Fire Fund
QUINCY

Plumas Bank, in partnership with The
Community Foundation of Northern
Nevada, established a Dixie Fire Fund
to provide disaster relief and long-term
revitalization for communities affected
b California’s largest wildﬁre in histor .
he ﬁre began in mid ul , burning nearl
,
acres across ﬁve counties. t has
destroyed more than 1,300 structures
and damaged nearl 1 more. he ﬁre
was at 100% containment at press time.
The Dixie Fire Fund launched in August
and has raised more than $95,000 so far.
To spur additional donations to the fund
and inspire others to help Northeastern
California communities affected by the
ﬁre, lumas ank itself is committing
$50,000 to the fund.
While Plumas Bank branch locations
extend from Northeastern California to
Northern Nevada, its call for donations is
nationwide. An advisory committee has
been formed that includes representatives of the counties directly impacted
b the ﬁre, and the bank is collaborating
with other funders to coordinate disaster
relief efforts leading to the long term
sustainability of the communities in need.
Residents in affected areas will be able
to apply to the Community Foundation
for emergency hardship grants from
the Dixie Fire Fund, and monies will be
disbursed directly to businesses and
organizations, including local nonproﬁts.
Donations to the Dixie Fire Fund are
accepted via credit card, check, or by
visiting a Plumas Bank branch.
To make a donation online by credit
card, visit NevadaFund.org/donate/
di ie ﬁre fund. Checks can be made
payable to the Community Foundation
of Northern Nevada, mailed to 50
Washington Street, Suite 300, Reno,
. Checks must have i ie Fire
Fund noted in the memo line. Plumas
Bank locations are listed on its website at
plumasbank.com.
~ Plumas Bank press release

MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING UP
TTCF Announces New Director
of Impact Investing
TAHOE/TRUCKEE

On Oct. 14, Tahoe Truckee
Community Foundation announced
that Saché Cantu will join the team
as the foundation’s director of impact
investing. Cantu has worked on cross
sector collaboration for social good
for two decades.
She holds a B.A. from the University
of Texas, Austin and a Masters in
Public Administration from George
Washington University with a concentration in budgeting and public
ﬁnance. Cantu lives in rass alle ,
where she was raised, and is an avid
trail runner. Connect with Cantu at
Sache@ttcf.net.
~ TTCF press release

Daron Rahlves Joins Palisades
Tahoe Ski Team
OLYMPIC VALLEY

Daron Rahlves, renowned World Cup
and Olympic ski racer, is joining the
athletic team at Palisades Tahoe.
Rahlves has represented Sugar Bowl
for two decades, where he worked
on building ski events like the Banzai
Tour and mentoring local youth
athletes. Rahlves grew up skiing at
alisades, formerl
uaw alle
Alpine Meadows. Rahlves joins
legendary athletes Jonny Moseley,
Jeremy Jones, Cody Townsend,
Michelle Parker, JT Holmes, Travis
Ganong, Bryce Bennett, Amie
Engerbretson, Connery Lundin,
Sammy Luebke, Keely Cashman,
and AJ Hurt on the Palisades Tahoe
Athlete Team.
~ BL

Executive Director of Truckee
North Tahoe Transportation
Management Association
Retires
TRUCKEE
The Truckee North Tahoe
Transportation Management
Association announces the retire-

DARON RAHLVES, renowned skier, joined
the Palisades Tahoe Athlete Team after
representing Sugar Bowl for two decades.
Photo courtesy Snowbrains

ment of its executive director,
Christine Maley-Grubl. TNT/TMA
is now embarking on a regional
search for a creative, conﬁdent, and
entrepreneurial self-starter who can
lead the next phase of growth for the
organization. Formed in 1991 and
celebrating its 30th year in 2021, the
MA is a nonproﬁt member
ship organization with a mission to
advocate and facilitate transportation
solutions in the greater Truckee/
North Lake Tahoe region. The TNT/
TMA Board recently completed
a strategic plan that deﬁnes the
organization’s important roles in
transportation demand management,
clariﬁes its goals, sets priorities, and
increases accountability. The document can be found at tnttma.com/
strategic-plan-2021-2024.
Application Process: Position is
open until ﬁlled to be considered
applicants must apply by November
19, 2021, by 5 p.m. Send a one-page
cover letter, a resume, and three
references to cmaleygrubl@gmail.
com. Full instructions at tnttma.com/
employment/.
~ TNT/TMA press release
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Holiday Season

ALL SMILES: Local downtown merchant Julie Huck, co-owner of
Gratitudes, ran an in-store promotion for years with coordination from
Truckee Community Christmas to collect gifts for low-income and
homebound seniors. Courtesy photo

A Village Takes Care of Its Own
BY KATIE SHAFFER

Special to Moonshine Ink

T

ahoe/Truckee can appear to be a very
prosperous community. The unseen truth
is that we have seniors who live near the
poverty line, local workers living in their
cars, single teenage moms trying to support
their babies, and parents who work in lowwage service jobs.

drive became a fundraising campaign rather
than a food collection initiative. Through
these changes we learned that our program
recipients’ spending power doubled when
we provided grocery store gift cards rather
than a box of food items plus a smaller dollar
amount grocery gift card. The larger gift
cards gave them the freedom to purchase
what they really wanted or needed.

Truckee Community Christmas is a volunteer-based nonprofit umbrella organization
that coordinates various drives happening
during the holidays to help Tahoe/Truckee’s
most vulnerable families and individuals like
these. Our group has had staying power for
30 years despite the shifting demographics
of program recipients over the years. These
shifts include: more elderly residents who
are choosing to stay here, fewer teenagers
who are becoming parents, and more homeless people who are settling in.
Each year, I find myself humbled by the
number of local residents who join in the
efforts to collect necessary items for those in
need, including our drive chairs, volunteers,
groups that adopt families, community members, organizations, and local businesses.
They open their minds and hearts and invest
their skills and energies into assisting our
town’s most needy individuals and families.
One of the more profound things that I
experience being involved with this annual
effort is that I get to feel more deeply what
it’s like to be human.

24
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As most of us are figuring out, the way
forward is not to go back.
If you want to make a difference and pitch
in to care for those less fortunate during
the holidays, keeping your dollars local by
supporting Truckee Community Christmas
provides a chance to help our most vulnerable neighbors.
WHAT’S IN THE BOX? A two-year-old boy receives a box of gifts,
thanks to Truckee Community Christmas. The organization has
been in operation for 30 years. Courtesy photo

When the pandemic was first upon us almost
two years ago, the board made a pivot, along
with pretty much everyone in the world.
How we go about our work changed in many
ways, from the distribution venue that was
no longer available (so we found a new one
— thank you Truckee-Donner Recreation
and Park District), to our outreach efforts,
which went virtual. Our distribution changed
to a drive-through format and the food

MOONSHINEINK.COM

If you used to shop at the grocery store
during the weeks between Thanksgiving and
mid-December and drop items in a collection bin at the door, we’re hoping you might
instead go online to truckeecomunitychristmas.com and donate even a small amount.
Each year, we have a handful of special
hardship cases — made known to us through
school guidance counselors, local agencies, or
church staffers who often are most aware of
people in dire situations. Truckee Community
Christmas often pairs those who need more
help than what we can give with businesses
that come forward to adopt a family.

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Holiday Season
• A mom and four K-5 school aged kids —
three daughters and a son — lived in a metal
structure with a leaking roof. She received
the usual staples that Truckee Community
Christmas provides along with a pink bike
to be shared by the children. She was very
touched and surprised by the donation of the
brand-new bicycle.
What’s obvious in both stories is that what
was provided still wasn’t enough. Clearly,
many in the region depend on the amazing
agencies that provide year-round services,
and those groups step back in after Truckee
Community Christmas wraps up each year.
Success stories are told on the faces of our
recipients who are sincerely grateful to
receive an age-appropriate toy for each child
in their family. They also receive grocery
store gift cards, and for some, a warm jacket.
It’s heartfelt to witness.
During the holidays, by providing a small
token of help, we send a larger message that
says: “We care about you.” That’s what it’s
all about.

IN THE SPIRIT: Truckee Community Christmas board members and volunteers hand out necessities for families in need on
distribution day. Courtesy photo

Here are a few stories from the past few years
(with some details changed to protect individuals’ identities):

❅
❅

~ Katie Shaffer has served on the Truckee
Community Christmas board since 2006 and
is currently board president. She also chairs
the marketing committee for the Contractors
Association of Truckee Tahoe and is founder
and CEO of East River PR.

❅
❅

FREE skiing for youth and 70+
Groomed Trails with Lake Tahoe Views

❅

tahoexc.org | 530.583.5475
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If you’re interested in learning more, visit
truckeecommunitychristmas.com.

Photo by Daphne Hougard

❅

• A single father’s wife left town leaving no
contact information or information about where
she had gone. This young man had been doing
his best most of the year caring for his two
preschool-age children. He was adopted by a
local big-hearted firm. Upon being asked, the
father provided a list of items his family needed,
which only included clothing and a few specific
toys for his kids. He planned to save half the

toys for their birthdays. The bulk of his earnings
went toward a Donner Lake rental, gas, and
daycare. He was having to choose between heat
and food. When pressed to think of a couple of
gifts that the firm really wanted to give him, he
admitted that he could use a new pair of work
gloves because his hands were cold, and that he
needed a new wallet. Later, an employee from the
company that adopted the family asked me if she
could pay for several months’ worth of daycare to
try to help them out further. A generous supply
of grocery store gift cards was also supplied.

For those who join us, the collective commitment is inspiring. It encompasses enthusiasm
and an expectant idea about how we can
make things just a little bit better for those
who live and work in our community who are
less fortunate. It’s a simple but mighty thing
to have a village take care of its own.

❅
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Holiday Season
Nov. 20
COMMUNITY | Find
Handcrafted Goodies
Handcrafted Holiday Faire
in Incline Village is a holiday
craft show featuring local,
handmade artists, crafters,
and small businesses. Free
parking and admission. Stop
by The Chateau at Lake Tahoe
on Fairway Boulevard for a
fun day of holiday shopping
by supporting local artists
and small businesses. The
show runs from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. For information email
handcraftedatinclinevillage@
gmail.com or follow
Handcrafted Holiday Faire in
Incline Village on Facebook.

TAHOE TWIST: The Lake Tahoe Dance Collective puts a new spin on a holiday classic when Tahoe Nutcracker hits the
stage in December. Tickets are on sale now at laketahoedancecollective.org. Photo by Jen Schmidt

HOLIDAY
EVENTS
Through Thanksgiving
COMMUNITY | Dinner for
Families in Need
Sierra Relief Kitchen will
once again be offering
freshly prepared and healthy
Thanksgiving Day meals for
free available for any members
of the Truckee/Tahoe community in need. After serving
over 160 families last year,
kitchen staff and volunteers at
Tremigo Mexican Kitchen, Auld
Dubliner Tahoe, and Truckee
Station are ready for another
successful Turkey Day. This
year Sierra Relief Kitchen is
offering precooked meals and
at-home meal kits with pickup

available on Thanksgiving Day
at Tremigo Mexican Kitchen
at Palisades Tahoe in Olympic
Valley. Delivery is available
upon request. Donations can
still be made through the Sierra
Relief Kitchen GoFundMe
page; guests at Tremigo and
Auld Dubliner Tahoe can easily
add a Thanksgiving Day Meal
donation to the bill. To sign
up for a meal or for further
information, go to sierrareliefkitchen.com.
Through Mid-December
COMMUNITY | Help Needed
to Support Neighbors in Need
ocal nonproﬁt ruckee
Community Christmas (see p.
24) is hard at work to make
sure food, coats, and toys for
children are gathered and
distributed to the town’s most
vulnerable residents. Support

your community. For more
information, visit truckeecommunitychristmas.com.
Nov. 18
COMMUNITY | Free Grab-andGo Thanksgiving Dinner
Join Boys & Girls Club of
North Lake Tahoe for a Graband-Go Thanksgiving Dinner
at the Kings Beach Clubhouse.
Stop by Nov. 18 from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m. to pick up a free,
fully prepared turkey dinner
along with a frozen turkey
and all the ﬁ ings for our
Thanksgiving meal at home.
All are welcome while supplies last. Made possible by
The Ritz-Carlton, Lake Tahoe.
The Kings Beach Clubhouse
is located at 8125 Steelhead
Ave. in Kings Beach. Masks are
required. For information call
(530) 582-3760.

Nov. 25
FAMILY | Thanksgiving To-Go
Guests staying at Granlibakken
can enjoy a family style
Thanksgiving dinner in the
safety and comfort of their
lodging room at the resort.
Meal pickups or in-room
delivery can be scheduled for
between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on
Thanksgiving Day. Reservations
are required. The small meal,
$125, feeds up to four people;
medium meal, $200, serves up
to seven people; and the large
meal, $275, up to 10 people. All
dinners include turkey served
on or off the bone, a house
salad with choice of dressing
(ranch, jalapeño vinaigrette, or
balsamic vinaigrette), dinner
rolls with butter, traditional
bread stufﬁng, candied ams,
garlic mashed potatoes, baby
carrots, and house-made cranberry sauce. A vegetarian/vegan
option is plant-based meatballs
served with a red curry, green
beans, and baby carrots on a
bed of farro. Choice of desserts
include apple pie, pumpkin pie,

or chocolate cake. A limited
amount of seating for plated
service will be available in the
Cedar House Pub; $45 for
adults and $20 for kids 11 and
under. Call (530) 583-4242 to
reserve your meal.
Nov. 30 to Dec. 21
COMMUNITY | Northstar
Resort Presents Noel Nights
Every Friday evening, The
Village transforms into a winter
wonderland featuring horsedrawn sleigh rides, outdoor ice
skating, pictures with Santa and
s’mores and hot cocoa by the
ﬁrepits. ou’ll trul be walkin’
in a winter wonderland. This
is the perfect opportunity for
the last-minute holiday card
picture and to create a new
holiday tradition. Stroll through
The Village while the hum of
holiday music plays, and the
smell of fresh baked s’mores
ﬁlls the air. tend our evening
by grabbing a table at any
one of the village restaurants
where holiday specials and
seasonal menus are sure to
top off the night right. Enjoy
complimentary sleigh rides by
Borges Sleigh and Carriage
Rides, face painting by Giggle
and Grin Body Art, and photos
with Santa, all from 5 p.m. to
8 p.m. Listen to live music on
the stage from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Write letters to Santa in Mine,
The Villager Candle Shop, and
Ambassador Toys all day long.
Dec. 3 to 12
ARTS & CULTURE | White
Christmas in Truckee
Truckee Community Theater
presents Irving Berlin’s White
Christmas, The Musical. Veterans
Bob Wallace and Phil Davis have
a successful song-and-dance act
after World War II. With romance

SM A L L BUSINE SSE S ME A N
COMMUNI T Y D OL L A RS

I n d e p e n d e n t b u sin e s s e s
r e t u r n m o r e t h a n 3x a s
m u c h m o n e y p e r d olla r
o f s ale s t h a n c h ain
co m p e ti to r s to t h e

local economy.*

* Civic Economics

10098 DONNER PASS RD | OPEN DAILY 11A-5P | 530.582.5500 | BESPOKETRUCKEE.COM
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Holiday Season

Dec. 3 to 18
ARTS & CULTURE | New
Spin On A Christmas Carol
Brüka Theatre presents A
Christmas Carol, written
by Charles Dickens, and
adapted and directed for
three actors by Michael
Grimm. The revival of Brüka
Theatre’s original adaptation
of Dickens’ masterpiece casts
three actors, Mary Bennett,
Michael Grimm, and Ryan
Kelly, to portray more than
20 characters on a minimalist set, with an original
soundtrack by Gary Kephart.
This production gives the
audience the unique opportunity to experience the story
with the much-neglected
narration of Dickens as its
centerpiece. Much like the
original storytelling that
Dickens used to perform,
this production is a hybrid
of a staged reading and a
performance piece. It’s sure
to give you and your family

companies such as Ballet
West, Kansas City Ballet, and
the Diablo Ballet will perform
the leading roles alongside
a large cast of local talent.
Ticket prices range from
$30 to $63 and are available
online at pioneercenter.com
or by calling (775) 686-6600.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS: There’s fun for the whole family at Northstar California
Resort’s Noel Nights, every Friday evening from Nov. 30 through Dec. 21.
Courtesy photo

a healthy dose of Christmas
spirit. Performance dates and
times vary. Find full details,
pricing, and tickets online at
bruka.org bo ofﬁce.
Dec. 9
COMMUNITY | Find Special
Gifts at Holiday Block Party
Celebrate the holidays with
local farmers and makers
at Truckee Airport’s Nonroﬁt ow on Chandelle
Way, across from Raley’s
on Soaring Way. Enjoy
music, food, and drink while
browsing organic produce,
specialty foods, and local
crafts. Meet the folks who
grew the food and made
the goods. Bounce between
the Tahoe Food Hub, Sierra
Community House, and
Truckee Roundhouse for
a nonproﬁt open house.
Members of each organization will be on-hand to
give tours and answer
questions. Drinks available
from Truckee River Winery,
Fifty-Fifty Brewing, and Folk
Kombucha. Mogrog Food

Truck will be onsite with tasty
eats. Win prizes, and kids
games available for a family
friendly event. Funds raised
beneﬁt programs of all three
nonproﬁts. ee Facebook
and Instagram for event
updates. Info: 4 p.m. to 8
p.m., tahoefoodhub.org
Dec. 11 & 12
ARTS & CULTURE | A.V.A.
Ballet Presents Nutcracker
The stage at the Pioneer
Center for the Performing
Arts will be alive with
a sugar plum fairy and
dancing mice as A.V.A.
Ballet Theatre presents the
annual Nutcracker ballet.
A.V.A. Ballet Theatre’s artistic
director, Alexander Van
Alstyne, has choreographed
an exciting rendition of
the popular holiday ballet,
and the Reno Philharmonic
Orchestra will perform
Tchaikovsky’s moving score.
Laura Jackson will conduct
the orchestra. Principal
dancers who have performed
with professional ballet

Dec. 17 to 19
ARTS & CULTURE | LTDC
Presents Tahoe Nutcracker
The Lake Tahoe Dance
Collective presents
three showings of Tahoe
Nutcracker at the North
Tahoe High School theater.
A local twist on the holiday
classic set in 1919 Tahoe
City at the Christmas Eve
Celebration at Tahoe Tavern,
this production features
members of the community,
talented local dancers and
professional guest stars.
Tickets range from $10 to
$25. Additional information, tickets & and COVID
protocols available online at
laketahoedancecollective.
org. The Dec. 17 and 18
shows start at 7 p.m. and the
Dec. 19 performance is a.
matinee showing at 2 p.m.
Through Dec. 18
COMMUNITY | Donate
Holiday Gifts for Kids
In 2020, Toys for Tots distributed 10,791 toys to 1,600
children in the Tahoe/Truckee
area. This holiday staple will
once again bring holiday joy
to local children in need as
all toys and money received
stay in the immediate area.
Collections run through Dec.
18 so hop online at tahoetruckee.toysfortots.org today
to ﬁnd the nearest drop off

FOOD & DRINK | FamilyStyle Feast at Palisades
Let Palisades Tahoe do the
holiday cooking this year
and enjoy a delicious grand
buffet, complete with carving
stations, holiday side dishes,
and desserts. Guests at
Olympic House will receive
a complimentary glass of
champagne upon arrival, and
afterwards a full bar will be
available for purchase. Make
your reservations by Dec.16.
All party members must be
included in reservation, even
children under the age of 4,
so you can be seated at a
properly sized table. Reserve
at palisadestahoe.com.

Suppor t
Loca l Ar tists

TINA BASICH HALLER

2-6 PM
FRIDAY
12/3/2021

Studio JewElry
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LORIEN
POWERS

Cobblestone Center | (530) 584-7554
475 North Lake Blvd. | Suite 103 | Tahoe City, CA 96145
TahoeTrunkShow.com |
TrunkShowTahoeCity
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Dreamer, by Tina Basich Haller

Artist reception
w/refreshments for

Dec. 24
COMMUNITY | Christmas
Eve on Commercial Row
Christmas in Truckee returns
to historic downtown at 5
p.m. on Christmas Eve. This
free, outdoor family-friendly
celebration is complete
with kids’ activities, photo
booth, live music, caroling,
a Christmas story, and a
candle lighting ceremony.
Meet at the Truckee Train
Station. Stay up to date with
the Christmas in Truckee
2021 page on Facebook.

p

p

SPARKLE UP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON WITH
UNIQUE SUSTAINABLE HANDCRAFTED JE W E L RY

location or look for the US
Marine Toys for Tots Banners
in and around the Tahoe and
Truckee communities to drop
off your new, unwrapped toy.
Monetary donations are also
welcome for the purchase
of new toys for our local
deserving children in need.
Find full details online at
tahoe-truckee.toysfortots.org
or call (775)230-1066.

p

in mind, the two follow a duo
of beautiful singing sisters en
route to their Christmas show
at a Vermont lodge, which
just happens to be owned by
Bob and Phil’s former army
commander. With a dazzling
score featuring well-known
standards including “Blue
Skies,” “I Love A Piano,”
“How Deep Is the Ocean,”
and the perennial title song,
“White Christmas,” is an
uplifting musical worthy of
year-round productions.
Directed and choreographed
by John Paul Rivard.
Musical direction by JoAnn
Neish. General admission
tickets are $15. Find full
details and get tickets at
truckeecommunitytheater.com.
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OPINION

Tahoe is Broken

The only way to fix it? Rational limits on STRs.
Reno. That should scare all of us.

MY SHOT

By Cheri Sugal

On July 27, the Placer County
Board of Supervisors approved
a 45-day moratorium on the
issuance of new short-term
rental (STR) permits which has
since been extended until March
31, 2022. Those of us with Take
Back Tahoe, a new coalition
advocating for limits on STRs in
the Tahoe Basin, applaud this
pause as an opportunity to stop
the bleeding and propose viable
solutions.
Implementing a new ordinance
that limits the number of STRs
would address a multitude of
problems they have caused,
including the exacerbation of
our housing crisis, the degradation of our neighborhoods, and
the ever-increasing fire risks in
our area. We can do this in a fair
and reasonable manner for all
stakeholders.
Like so many mountain towns,
Tahoe is in a housing emergency.
Moonshine Ink has extensively
covered the impact of the
housing crisis on local businesses (see No Housing, No
Employees on moonshineink.
com). Affordable housing has
always been scarce in Tahoe but
the situation has become dire.
We all know families losing their
homes because the owner sold
them and converted them to
STRs, or people who have been
displaced or are living in their
cars; we’ve seen restaurants and
retail establishments reducing
hours or closing entirely due
to lack of staff while existing
employees increasingly commute
from Reno. The Village Market
in Incline announced they are
closing after 42 years due to
the worker shortage. Even our
firefighters are commuting from
28

Of course, part of the reason
we have so many STRs is
that Tahoe’s housing stock is
increasingly in the hands of
non-primary homeowners;
in 2020 only 4.6% of homes
were sold to primary residents,
compared with 9.7% in 2010.
The rise of online platforms
like VRBO and AirBnB greatly
simplified the STR process.
Now, a full 15.5% of our entire
eastern Placer County housing
stock is permitted STRs (2,446
out of 15,747 homes), plus a few
hundred unpermitted ones.
If you converted just 20% of
the 2,446 homes to long-term
rentals (or roughly 500 homes,
with an average of four people
living in each unlocked housing
option), over 2,000 new local
residents could be housed.
Unregulated STRs are not just
a nuisance but also a danger for
our residential neighborhoods. I
didn’t buy a house in a residential neighborhood 15 years ago
thinking I would be living next
to a clerkless motel. Yet here I
am, paying property taxes each
year and every day I am forced
to deal with the dangers of living
next to an unregulated motel ten
feet from my beautiful home.
My next-door neighbors in
Kings Beach are real estate
agents in Rocklin. This is their
third house. They have never
used the house except as a
profit machine. Prior to their
purchasing, the house was
always a long-term rental for
locals who lived and worked in
our community. This phenomenon artificially inflates the real
estate market so locals are being
driven out. Prospective second
homeowners can buy homes
at inflated prices, often above
their budgets, because they
earn thousands per month from
short-term renters.
Sure, there is an STR ordinance
in Placer County to deal with
trash, noise, and parking
nuisances, but by its very nature
the ordinance is inadequate:
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First, it doesn’t capture the
majority of nuisances or dangers
STRs create. The county reports
that it received 308 complaints
in the past nine months, yet
many issues go undocumented
because the behaviors aren’t
outlined in the ordinance. For
example, there are new people
coming and going every day,
at all hours, just a few feet
from my bedroom window; a
couple months ago I found two
strangers standing in my kitchen
thinking they had arrived at
the STR next door! The most
serious and life-threatening issue
in Tahoe is fire. Yet the owners
of the STR next door to me
continue to allow their renters to
light a fire pit, just feet below a
cloth awning, even on Red Flag
days when all propane fires and
BBQs were banned. Neighbors
called the Placer County hotline,
911, and Cal Fire came to
the house, but no one seemed
responsible for preventing fires
at STRs.
Secondly, the ordinance cannot
prevent issues from occurring,
but can only respond to them
after the fact. The stories of
ongoing noise, safety, parking,
public health, and trash issues
have become part of almost
every conversation in Tahoe. My
neighbors were forced to sell
their home; they purchased an
empty lot at the end of the road,
away from STRs, because the
noise from a nearby STR kept
their 5-year-old daughter from
being able to sleep in her own
bed.
Thirdly, enforcement of the
ordinance, including citations,
is almost nonexistent. Even the
most egregious and dangerous
violations don’t result in a
citation; it is near impossible
for a host to lose their permit.
In the past nine months only
6% of complaints resulted in a
citation (19 out of 308) and this
was actually a major increase
over the past year. The house
next door had more than 50
complaints from neighbors for
renting every single day during
Covid, while the county had a
ban on STRs in place, and the
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Moonshine Ink’s Opinion section
is a platform for our readers to share their viewpoints
on important issues or react to Ink reporting. We
believe open dialogue is critical for civil discourse and
democracy, thus submissions are greatly encouraged
(email editors@moonshineink.com). At times, staff will
solicit opinion pieces on particular topics.
Opinion pieces are fact-checked and edited for style and
clarity. The author’s opinion is their own and does not
necessarily reflect the stance of Moonshine or its staff.
county never issued a single
citation.
There is another path for Tahoe
that virtually every other tourism
destination in the country has
already taken: putting rational
limits on the number and/or
location of STRs.
Hotels are designed to accommodate tourists; they are located
outside of residential neighborhoods and have staff present
to address real-time issues and
essentially contain the mess
that tourists inevitably leave in
their wake. And I would argue
that condos and townhouses
that have always been vacation
properties, such as those in
Northstar, could stay what they
are. If there is someone living in
a house and renting out a room
to subsidize their mortgage,
or if the house is divided into
multi-levels and they rent the
other level, or if the owner has
two houses on their property
and rents out one of them … all
would be fine.
We do, however, need serious
limits on single-family, detached
homes in residential neighborhoods being used as STRs
without someone present to
mitigate the inevitable issues.
It’s not extreme; it’s necessary.
Even AirBnB advocated for
primary residence requirements
when a representative called into
Placer’s July 27 board meeting.
At the very least, the board
should significantly limit the
number of nights per year a
house can be rented, depending on owner occupancy. For
example, a primary residence
with an on-site manager could
rent 200 nights per year; secondary homes or primary homes
without on-site management
could rent 60 nights per year.
This would keep home owner-

ships accessible to locals and
allow off-site homeowners to
make money, but would discourage people and companies from
buying our housing stock just for
profit.
Finally, the existing ordinance
needs to be completely
overhauled to deal with the
vast array of nuisances and
dangers created by STRs. It
should require bear boxes, snow
removal contracts, 100% compliance with fire safety rules. Placer
County should significantly
increase permit fees and fines
for noncompliance and implement a three strikes rule (three
complaints automatically result
in a citation and three citations
in a revoked permit). This would
eliminate ongoing nuisances and
encourage homeowners to put
their own occupancy limits in
place. Also, anyone operating
STRs who violates a Red Flag
day warning, or any fire code,
even once, needs to lose their
permit forever. Full stop. Period.
We are well beyond the point of
allowing anyone to create a fire
danger in our area.
As is, our housing emergency is
worsening and Tahoe residents
are left with degraded residential
neighborhoods and diminished
quality of life, taking on all the
costs and risks so that people
who do not live here can make a
profit. It doesn’t have to be this
way.
~ Cheri Sugal has been a full-time
resident of North Lake Tahoe for
almost 20 years. Her career has
taken her to 65-plus countries
to work with national and local
governments, communities, NGOs,
and the private sector to finance
sustainable land use and climate
change mitigation. Seeing the
problems of overtourism in her own
backyard, Cheri founded Take
Back Tahoe in 2021 to advocate
for rational limits on STRs.
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OPINION

Straight Talk from a Doc on Covid, Vaccines
Separating facts from fiction
very few vaccinated people
develop severe disease. Of
those patients who require
ICU care or die, well over
90% are not vaccinated.

MY SHOT

By Jonathan Laine

Sheesh. Times are trying!
We have a pandemic that is
raging. Most of the summer
we had smoke so thick that it
was dangerous to go outside.
I think we are safe from
floods, but the locusts could
be next?
So, what does the current
situation with Covid-19 look
like? There are constantly a
plethora of news stories on
the pandemic, information
that’s often contradictory and
confusing. So let’s get some
facts straight: Essentially all
the infections now are from
the highly infectious Delta
variant. Thirty percent to 50%
of people who get Covid-19
have no symptoms, yet
can still transmit the virus.
Many vaccinated people can
develop the Delta variant, but

Children get infected at a
similar rate as adults, and
can spread the virus, yet very
few children develop severe
disease. At press time, 6.4
million children in the U.S.
had developed Covid-19, but
only 700 had died (1 death
for every 10,000 infections).
The Pfizer vaccine was
recently approved for children
5 years and older in a smaller
dose. Why would a parent
consider vaccinating their
children? It will help prevent
transmission to susceptible
members in our society, as
well as prevent outbreaks and
subsequent school shutdown
when that occurs.
The CDC also just approved
booster shots for people 65
and over, or 18 and over with
underlying medical conditions, as well as for those who
work in a high risk setting
such as education, public
transit, grocery, or health
care. They have said it is okay
to mix and match, meaning

you can get a booster with
either the same vaccine as
you previously had or switch
to another one.

35 mph on the highway). But
that would have significant
detrimental effects on
everyday life. With Covid-19,
since we cannot realistically
eliminate it, we must find a
middle ground that minimizes
our risks but also allows for
society to function at as full
a capacity as possible. The
three strategies that most
decrease the risk of Covid
include vaccines, masking, and improved indoor
ventilation.

Does requiring masking and
social distancing intrude
on your social liberties? Of
course. And our society has
many such limitations. If you
are late for work, can you
drive 70 mph through the
neighborhood? Of course
not! We have accepted this
limitation to allow our society
to be safer.
When is Covid going away?
Never! We have only eliminated a single virus from the
planet: smallpox. We still
have occasional outbreaks
of measles in the U.S., and
polio is still prevalent in some
countries. (The reason we do
not have polio in this country?
… Vaccines.)
So it makes sense that if we
cannot end it, then our only
other option is to find a way
to live with it. To use my
speed limit analogy again,
we could make our roads
infinitely safer by simply cutting every speed limit in half
(12 mph in a neighborhood,

Lastly, remember that there
is a significant effect of Covid
on our medical community.
At the beginning of the
pandemic, there was no hesitation among Tahoe Forest
personnel to come to work.
This was when we didn’t
know how it was spread or
if we were going to bring it
home to our families. And
there was no vaccine on the

horizon! Now almost all the
very sick Covid patients we
care for are unvaccinated, and
we continue to care for all our
Covid patients, but honestly,
it is scary for our staff.
I wish to thank all Tahoe
Forest staff for allowing us
to treat all our patients, and
please note that we need
everyone for our hospital
to work, including nurses,
registration, housekeeping,
security, engineering, dietary,
pharmacy, technicians, social
workers, medical assistants,
administration, lab, PAs/NPs,
and physicians.
~ Jonathan Laine, M.D., is
an emergency physician and
a 31-year Truckee resident.
He was previously the medical
director of emergency medicine
at Tahoe Forest Hospital and
is currently serving as chief of
staff.
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OPINION

Housing Dilemma

MY SHOT

By Trinkie Watson

The affordable housing
shortage has been developing
and increasing for decades,
with significant escalation in
the last couple of years. The
combination of lost jobs during lockdowns, smaller supply
of rental homes and apartments, and increasing rents
have taken a huge toll on the
number of locals available
to feed our service and retail
businesses.

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com
In response to opinion piece
Adversarial Front Line
Caused by Forest Service
Ineptitude

Tough Read
Tough to read our wildfire
and forest management
organizational structure isn’t

I have been very fortunate
to list and sell wonderful
homes for vacation use, with
many buyers in this last
year making Tahoe/Truckee
their permanent residence.
Regardless of use, the more
people we have in our communities, the more need there
is for services, restaurants,
and shops. My personal
experience living at Tahoe
started in 1966 with sharing
a home, taking seasonal jobs,
enjoying the outdoors by skiing on snow or water, hiking
with my dog, and playing a
lot of tennis. As it’s said, “We
come for the winter and stay
for the summer.” A lot of us
who consider ourselves local
have done just that. I don’t
think that desire has gone
away — so many talented

working well, but thankful
it’s coming to light. Hope
it encourages collaborative
innovation instead of territorial finger pointing.
~ Geoff Millikan, Truckee,
via Twitter

Misinformed
I reread the article and
found it even more egregious
than before. The author
claims [to have] witnessed

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“I THINK YOU’LL FIND THAT
MOST OF THE REALLY BIG
IDEAS HAVE COME FROM
INTELLIGENT PLAYFULNESS.
ALL THE SOBER, THIN-LIPPED
CONCENTRATION IS REALLY
JUST A MATTER OF TIDYING UP
AROUND THE FRINGES OF THE
BIG IDEAS.”
~ KURT VONNEGUT JR.
30
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young people come to our
beautiful area — but where
can they live?
Currently there are 288
affordable housing units
about to open in Truckee
that will offer reasonable (I
guess that’s debatable) rent
opportunities. Additionally,
the town is exploring a below
market rate program that will
take time to research and
develop. One comment in a
Truckee town presentation
referred to creating affordable
housing at market rates. In
my jargon, that’s an oxymoron. “Market rate” typically
means the price a property
sells or rents for in the regular
market … a figure totally different than what needs to be
accomplished for affordable
or workforce housing rates.
The term “market rate” could
probably be interchanged
with “market value,” but
the concept that could be

USFS employees destroy
land, property, livestock?
But hasn’t ever reported
it? [They claim] the forest
service doesn’t protect
private property. Not true.
[They claim] they do burn
out operations at night so no
one will be recognized? Not
true.
Often burnout operations
are carried out at night
because that is when fire
behavior is less extreme.
[They make] a claim that
[they’ve] seen fires that could
have been contained at two
acres but grew to 300,000,
and somehow that is the
agency’s fault? Never mind
increasing urban interface,
climate change, drought,
residents who refuse to
evacuate, wind events. Fires
have gotten bigger, badder,
and more complex.
If Moonshine Ink wants
detailed explanations of
firefighting tactics and agency
policies, they should go to the
source, not someone with an
ax to grind with some other
motive. [The author] is dabbling in conspiracy theory. In
the meantime I feel Moonshine
Ink owes all the local forest

MOONSHINEINK.COM

vital in Tahoe/Truckee is
what I would consider to
be “community value.” We
need housing at a community
market rate to create value
for the local population that
wants to live and work in the
region. And community value
in this context includes all of
our population; without our
local work force there would
be no services for all of us to
enjoy.
One solution that’s been
explored in places like
Colorado involves a public
partnership with developers
to enable workforce housing
to be built, keeping the rents
and sale prices at affordable
levels long term, not just for
initial sale and occupancy.
Tenants and purchasers need
to be employed locally. Back
home, two of our local business owners have purchased
older motels to provide
housing for their employees,

service firefighters an apology for publishing this.
~ Wendy Mastroianni,
Truckee, via letter

In response to Trudging
Forward Despite Advisory Committee Concern,
online only

We All Care

Updating Truckee’s General
Plan has proven to be a
heavy lift only made more
complicated by the pandemic. While I share some
fellow General Plan Advisory
Committee members’
frustrations with the process,
I appreciate how much effort
and expertise was invested
by town staff and our
consultants into a process
bound to be imperfect. Land
use planning is complicated
and comes with trade-offs.
Personally, I hate trade-offs.
Even though GPAC
members invested dozens
of hours into the process, I
believe many members were
hungry to dive in deeper and
go “off the menu” provided
to us. We wanted to take a
more granular look at individual properties affected
by the land use alternatives,
to really understand the

which is a great way to go to
unlock immediate affordable
housing stock. For those
locally employed seeking
rental housing as well as those
wanting to provide rental
housing for local employees
in the Tahoe/Truckee area,
Landing Locals (landinglocals.com) is a great resource.
There are numerous entities
working hard to lighten the
load and solve the challenge.
It will take the town and local
agencies to work together to
attain the goal.
~ Trinkie Watson is a regional
Lake Tahoe broker with Chase
International (CA 00326518
NV B.S.1022) and has been
in real estate for over 40 years
and a resident of the area for
over 50. From cabins to ranches
to lakefront estates, she sells it
all. Connect: (530) 582-0722;
twatson@chaseinternational.
com.

opportunities, pitfalls, and
trade-offs, and then create
a consensus alternative.
Perhaps this may not have
been possible given the
constraints of time, budget,
and zoom. Consensus is
easier in person.
In October, Truckee’s
volunteer planning commission did a commendable job
of unpacking the land use
alternatives recommended
by staff in two marathon
meetings, achieving what
many GPAC members
wanted to do for months, go
off the menu. No surprise:
consensus on some decisions
and divergent opinions on
others.
The planning commission
deliberations resulted in a
custom land use alternative
with some open questions.
I trust the town council to
further refine this custom
alternative to come up with a
reasonable land use element
for our 2040 General Plan.
This is what we have elected
them to do.
Of course, nobody will be
entirely satisfied. I am grateful to live in a town where
so many neighbors invest so
much time in service of the
community we love. We may
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HOME FRONT

A

ll micro-regions in October experienced a decrease in the number of single-family homes sold compared to the
Brought to you by
previous month, with the exception of lakefronts, which remained flat. There was also a decrease in single-family
homes actively listed for sale. This is typical of the season. In the Tahoe Sierra MLS, sales volume dipped 23% from the
previous month while median price dropped 1%. When compared to the same time in 2020, we see that single-family
home sales in the TSMLS dropped 54% while the median home price is 30% higher than last year. In comparison to
pre-pandemic times, October 2021 sales volume decreased 27% over October 2019 while median price climbed 62%.
Although winter months commonly reflect a slowdown in real estate sales, with pandemic-time sales being a likely
TLUXP.COM
exception, there are indications that activity is beginning to ease, and median prices are showing the first signs of
decreasing and/or leveling out. ~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe LuxuryProperties
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Single-family homes sold
as of Oct. 31
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Single-family homes median price
as of Oct. 31

2000000
1500000

Single-family homes pending as of Nov. 1

Including 13 Tahoe Lakefronts

Including 3 Tahoe Lakefronts

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $1.2M
Truckee*

North & West Shores**

Incline Village/Crystal Bay

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows
~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

SHIPPING
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Two Locations in Truckee:

Truckee Mail Center
Next door to Safeway
11260 Donner Pass Rd. #C1
Truckee, CA 96161

PACKING SUPPLIES
HOLIDAY STUFFERS

Truckee Office BOSS

Around the corner from Raley’s
12177 Business Park Dr. #2
Truckee, CA 96161

TheOfficeBOSS.com
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Fiery Response to the State Firefighter Opinion Piece: A Note from Moonshine Ink
In Moonshine Ink’s October edition, we
published an opinion piece by an anonymous California state firefighter which
boldly blames the U.S. Forest Service for
“willful and intentional destruction” of
California lands.
To date, readers have submitted a tremendous amount of feedback to the My Shot
titled Adversarial Front Line Caused by
Forest Service Ineptitude, both positive and
negative. Some from locals, some from
out of the area. Some civil, some not.
Given the fiery response, we want to share
what went on behind the scenes in deciding to publish the piece.
We recognize the opinion piece levies serious allegations. Thus our team extended
considerable time and effort to comb
through and vet the piece. Staff crosschecked certain facts about the forest
service in the piece with USFS personnel,
though it’s important to note that we did
not share the complete article. We took
the time to check with a number of other
state and regional firefighters to make
sure this wasn’t some outlier perspective;
all corroborated the writer’s claims.
not all agree on the best path
forward, but we all care.
~ Jan Holan, Truckee, via
letter
In response to the end of the
fire ban

Ready for Anything
It’s grilling season! I did a
turkey in a blizzard once.
~ Keith Sandor, Crystal
Bay, via Twitter
In response to The Enforcers

Unenforced Near Me
There’s a lot [of environmental code noncompliance]
next to me that has been
turned in at least once …
still a major fire hazard.
~ Carol Pauli, Truckee, via
Facebook

The Non-Enforcers
I wish to add my voice to the
Tahoe area residents who
are frustrated with environREAD. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

In the end, it is an opinion piece and we
all know opinions vary — even eyewitness
reports to the same events will not match.
Not surprisingly though, in the comments
we’ve seen, those who agree with the
October opinion piece either work at
or ally themselves with state or regional
fire departments and those that disagree
work at or ally themselves with the forest
service. The lines are drawn.
Several readers lamented the anonymity,
and we understand. Transparency is a
golden rule for this newspaper and we
believe it should be across life. It takes
extraordinary circumstances for us to
grant anonymity and in the case of this
piece, we ensured it was written by an
individual with extensive experience in the
field and when the author reported past
threats of severe bodily harm, in our eyes,
that warranted being anonymous.
Wildfire poses a dire threat in the West
today, leading to almost uncontrollable
situations and thus fire management is an
extremely important topic, and in turn,
it is under intense scrutiny. The stakes
are incredibly high and we know it’s a
sensitive topic. The Moonshine Ink report-

mental code enforcement.
Code compliance enforcement
is generally slow, hard to
initiate, and appears lax to the
public, particularly for nearby
affected property owners. I do
not entirely accept the excuse
by public agency officials that
the slow progression is by
design to allow violators time
to fix the problem.
While fixing the problem
is a good overarching goal, I
have observed that longtime,
experienced Tahoe region
contractors and developers
who are well acquainted with
applicable environmental
code use and the slow progression approach by Placer
County and the [Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency]
know that they can push
beyond the environmental
code requirements for their
personal gain and not suffer
any consequences.
I witnessed this recently
in the Kingswood West area

of Tahoe Vista. Two lots
are under development.
Despite the fact that “Lake
Tahoe Region Winterization
Requirements” went into
effect on Oct. 15, significant
grading continued on the
sites through Oct. 19, bare
soil areas were not stabilized
by the deadline, and bare
debris and spoil piles in
some cases remained uncovered. Despite being aware of
the situation (Placer County
inspectors visited the site
multiple times), the contractor/developers were allowed
to continue the prohibited
activity until they completed
the tasks they needed to
proceed with erection of
the structures during winter
period. TRPA allows for
grading season exceptions
where emergencies exist
and the grading is necessary for the protection of
public health or safety, or the
grading is for erosion control

ing team is investigating the potentially
conflicting styles of fire management
between our public agencies. Many
conversations with a variety of involved
parties have already been held, and we
will have more. We expect our readers will
hold us accountable for our reporting.
But significantly, it is our hope that everyone recognizes that there is no “other”
in this topic. And no one is in complete
control. We are all affected, we are all
stakeholders, and to address the issues
takes everyone being at the table. We will
not all agree on the details, but we can all
agree that everyone cares and is seeking
solutions.
Moonshine Ink staff emphasize that the
October piece is an opinion and does not
necessarily reflect the views held by the
newspaper or its staff. What we do believe
is that it is vital for people to discuss the
big issues. No other way will lead to an
informed citizenry.
If you have knowledge, experience, or
opinions on issues raised in the piece,
reach out via editors@moonshineink.com.
~ Moonshine Ink

purposes or protection of
water quality. I don’t believe
an emergency existed, unless
it was a financial one; nor
was the post deadline grading solely for the purpose of
erosion control, but rather to
advance the development of
the site (e.g. utility trenches,
general site leveling, foundation fill-in, driveway access).

support. I love being an
artist so much!
~ Tina Basich Haller, Nevada City, via Instagram
SOLUTIONS TO
P U Z Z L E PA G E , P. 4 6

SUDOKU

I can only conclude violators
are not intimidated by TRPA
or Placer County environmental code enforcement. I
support the purpose of the
environmental codes and am
very disappointed to see it
so deliberately abused and

weakly enforced.
~ Walter Mirczak, Tahoe
Vista, via letter

CROSSWORD

In response to October/November Moonshine cover

A Note From the Artist
I love [my artwork featured
on the cover] so much!
Thank you for the amazing
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Lack of Eviction
Impact of moratorium
on Tahoe-area renters
From March 1, 2020 to
Sept. 30, 2021 there was
an eviction moratorium
for long-term renters in California who
couldn’t pay rent due to
pandemic-related financial
distress. I thought it
REAL RENTALS
By Tim Hauserman
would be interesting to
Special to Moonshine Ink
investigate the impacts
of the moratorium on renters, landlords, and
most importantly, the long-term rental market
… such as it is … in the Tahoe/Truckee region.
I was surprised to learn from several local
housing experts that the moratorium had little
impact on the local front.
“To be honest, we have not really seen a lot
of impact of the eviction moratorium on the
landlords and tenants that we work with at
Landing Locals,” said Kai Frolich, co-founder
of the start-up that works to match long-term
renters with second homeowners looking to
offer their homes for longer periods. “There is a
pretty clear requirement from our homeowners,
and particularly those that participate in the
Town of Truckee Workforce Grant Program,
that tenants need to be employed. Maybe the
reason why the eviction moratorium has not
come up much is because tenants are paying
rents regularly since they still have jobs. When
there are issues with tenants, we do hear about
it, and we haven’t heard about it in these cases.”
The experience of Landing Locals is similar to
what John Falk, government affairs director for
the Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors, has seen:
“I’ve heard anecdotal information that the longterm market has not been adversely effected
here. We have such a paucity of availability that
the demand will always be there.”

Frolich’s and Falk’s understanding
exemplifies the status of the economy
and the Tahoe real estate market.
While there is certainly a shortage
of housing, there is not a shortage of
jobs. So, if people can find a place
to live, they can find a job to pay the
rent.
Falk said that the eviction moratorium, which was in effect for the entire
state of California, was more geared
toward urban areas as opposed to
what is happening in rural areas.
“It’s a totally different profile here.
A model that works in the city is not
what might work in our area,” he
explained. “It doesn’t take into consideration that the property owners who
are renting here are mostly mom and
pop; they are part of the community.”
In other words, Sierra landlords are
more likely to own one rental house
than an apartment complex with
hundreds of renters.
A BIT TRASHY: One of the most common complaints when it comes to shortThe potential problem for the longterm renters is that they overload bear boxes or fail to properly secure them.
term rental market from the eviction
Photo by Laura Read/Moonshine Ink
moratorium was the perception it
you have a long-term lease, it can be as attracgave to property owners. If you are
tive as the STR market.”
considering renting out your property long
term and are told if the tenant doesn’t pay you
Long-term rentals provide a dedicated stream
can’t kick them out, that is a scary proposition.
of income, tenants are much more closely
Because you know the tax man and the banker
vetted than STR tenants, and you usually have
will still want their money.
fewer headaches than what is caused by a
There were programs available to reimburse
string of tenants coming through your property
landlords for lost rent, but if you listened to
(and leaving the heat on or failing to secure
much of the press about the moratorium, the
the garbage). In addition, there are two other
focus was always on how to protect tenants
benefits of renting long term: Your bottom line
from being thrown out of their homes, with
is not affected if there is too little or too much
little mention of what happens to a homeowner
snow, or if dense smoke closes the forest and
who can’t collect rent. Given that focus it was
makes tourists head for the coast instead of
understandable that landlords were leery of the
the mountains. And of course, there is the fact
program.
that this community desperately needs housing
for our employees and business owners, and by
To conclude with a piece of good news for
providing a long-term rental, you are doing an
potential renters, Falk says that he is emphasizing with his fellow Realtors the concept that, “If
important public service.
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Therapeutic
It was a milestone moment for
an outlier in an otherwise greenthumbed family when my sister,
examining the health and resilience
of my two dragon tree plants,
exclaimed: “Wow, these are doing
well!” A quiet victory, but one that
took time to grow.
My sister and other members of my
family have pursued both professional and hobbyist plant parenting
and gardening all my life, and I
learned the power of seeds and the
magic of their sprouting journies

from a young age via my mom, an
avid gardener and landscape architect. Yet while I’ve always been a
plant-lover, I haven’t embarked much
on floral exploration, always saying
to myself, “I don’t have time for one
more thing.”
Besides, indoor plants I’d had always
died. What was the point? It took a
pandemic’s complete isolation for me
to, well, embrace my roots as a plant
dork. Now my bedroom feels like
an eclectic greenhouse, I’m always
plotting my next green purchase, and
the giant bucket of herbs and veggies
I’m cultivating — lavender and thyme
and arugula, oh my! — has been with
me, subtly enlarging, through two
winters and a move.
What I’ve gotten out of keeping
house plants isn’t what I expected. I
thought watering them and worrying
about them would hover around the
edges of other stressors and to-do
lists, and that I’d be most grateful for
them during time spent when sharing
them with others. I thought they’d be
like little ornaments in my home. But
it hasn’t been showing off that’s been
the most satisfying; in fact, I’ve had
my moments of euphoria with my
plant pets completely alone.

MOMENTARY GROWTH: While positive

energy from humans has been said to improve
plant health, this author argues the growth is
reciprocal.

The magic is in waking up from a
dream in which I’m in a lush forest
to see a ray of sunlight streaming
through pines outside and arriving
dappled on the fresh, young green

PLANTS MATTER: A growing menagerie of plants has one Moonshiner feeling grounded.
Photos by Becca Loux/Moonshine Ink

surface of my own silk spider plant,
and gaining a few extra precious seconds in dreamland. It’s in uncovering
a first sprout almost hidden in the
dirt and catching myself exclaiming
out loud in triumph to no one after
expecting one of a group of seeds
to poke through for days. It’s in tiny
growth spurts and the knowledge
that I’m the only one noticing.
Bringing the garden indoors has
blurred the lines in my life between
my shelter and the true home we all
share, this Earth. My plants are a
witness to my existence, and while I
rarely think about them actively, they
seem to provide inspiration when
nothing else will.

12068 Donner Pass Rd, Tr uckee |
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I don’t know if singing and vibing
to my plants during the height of
lockdown got them through the
tough times. But I do know that, just
by being themselves, they’ve helped
me find inspiration and magic when
I’m not looking for it but need it.
Indoor plants improve air quality and
certainly provide visual stimulation
(especially as we gear up for all the
green outside to be painted white).
But there’s also just a magic something about living with plants, and
the relationship between them and
their caregiver is one I’d recommend
anyone to explore.

Ca

Dr. Amanda Stuart, DVM
Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM

“Plants probably don’t hear like we
do,” Hes explained to Dodd. “But
some research shows that speaking
nicely to plants will support their
growth, whereas yelling at them
won’t. Rather than the meaning of
words, however, this may have more
to do with vibrations and volume.
Plants react favorably to low levels of
vibrations, around 115-250 hz being
ideal.”

y

HIGH FIVE
TO WINTER FITNESS

In

at Horticulture Innovation Australia’s
Plant Life Balance, after her orchid
produced five times as many flowers
during the pandemic when she was
around and speaking to it.

rative Veterin
g
te
a

The relationship between plant and
person goes both ways. While it
isn’t proven science,
numerous experiments have shown
that positive words of
encouragement and
affirmation (basically, “good vibes”)
can increase plant
health and productivity, while negative
words and energy
directed at plants
can stunt growth or
even kill the plant.
In an article in The
Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
Guardian in January
of this year, fledgling
Ask about exercises and
orchid enthusiast
techniques to prevent injury
Seetha Dodd spoke
before it happens!
with Dr. Dominique
Hes, biophilia expert
Ta h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m
and lead researcher

e

By Becca Loux
Moonshine Ink
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o

SPACE IT UP

Growth

Here in Tahoe/Truckee, we’re blessed
with a number of local nurseries to start
your collection. Villager Nursery and
Rock & Rose Nursery & Landscape
in Truckee; Perennial Nursery &
Landscape in Tahoe Vista; Tahoe Tree
Company in Tahoe City; and High
Sierra Gardens in Incline Village are
great places to start.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

MOUNTAIN LIFE

H ow w i ldfi r e a ffects the
r eg i o n ’s flora a nd fauna

NATURE’S
CORNER
BY WILL RICHARDSON
Special to Moonshine Ink

B

y now, you’re likely sick of these
statistics: The 15 largest wildfires
in California history (since 1932) have
all occurred in the past 20 years, with
over half of those taking place in the
past 14 months.
Over the past two summers, the
Tahoe/Truckee region has experienced
unprecedented smoke from several
of these record-breaking fires, as well
as from a smattering of smaller fires
across the broader region. The Caldor
Fire was unprecedented as both a
threat to the communities of South
Lake Tahoe and in terms of sheer
scope and scale for Tahoe. In recent
months, we at the Tahoe Institute for
Natural Science have received countless questions regarding the impacts of
both the smoke and fires on our local
flora and fauna.
Most Moonshine Ink readers will
know that fire is a natural part of the
Tahoe ecosystem. In that sense, all of
our local species are adapted to fire,
at least within the historical context
in which they evolved. That means
that they should be able to cope with
regularly occurring, low-intensity,
small fires, ideally within an intact,
undeveloped landscape.
Before the Comstock Era (roughly
from 1860 to 1900, when much of
Tahoe’s old-growth forest was logged
for square-set timber bracing in mines
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

of the Virginia Range), approximately
half of the Tahoe Basin’s landscape
burned at least every 15 years. In
an average year, 3,000 to 4,000
acres of forest experienced fire,
generally spread over many small
fires. For context on some larger
fires in recent history, the Angora
Fire burned a little over 3,000
acres in 2007. This was a large,
relatively destructive fire for Tahoe.
The next-largest fires were much
smaller: Gondola (272 acres,
2002), Emerald (200 acres, 2016),
Showers (119 acres, 2002), and
Royal (109 acres, 2003). In comparison, the Caldor Fire burned
over 220,000 acres, an estimated
10,000 acres of which was in the
Lake Tahoe Basin itself.
Small wildfires can create habitat
heterogeneity, resulting in unique
assemblages and high species diversity, and benefitting the many species
that thrive in post-fire habitats
— and there are many! Even larger
fires, if they are patchy enough in
terms of fire movement and intensity,
can produce highly beneficial habitat
outcomes for our diverse flora and
fauna.
How do our fire-adapted plants
and animals cope with these fires?
It depends. How individual species
and organisms are affected by fire
itself depends on many factors,
largely related to fire behavior when
and where the organisms encounter
them. Larger or more mobile animals
simply flee the oncoming flames, often
taking visual or olfactory cues from
thickening smoke. Thankfully, most
birds had already fledged their young

GROWTH SPURT: Some of Tahoe’s ferns responded dramatically to patches of scorched soils
in the Angora footprint. Photo courtesy Tahoe Institue for Natural Science

PRICKLY SITUATION: This is
one of three porcupines that
came under the watchful eyes
of the folks at Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Care in South Lake
Tahoe during the Caldor
Fire. She had burns on her
face and most of her quills
had been burned off. Within
weeks, her wounds healed,
and she is making great
strides toward a full recovery.
Photos courtesy Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Care

by the time the Caldor reached Tahoe.
Smaller animals attempt to seek
shelter, often underground, with many
going into a temporary dormancy.
Plants, fungus, and animals of all
sizes typically recolonize burned
areas from adjacent habitat patches
or even unburned patches within the
larger burn footprint. While all our
species are adapted for a landscape
that sees small fires periodically, none
have evolved to handle the novel
MOONSHINEINK.COM

environmental stressors and
outright dangers that come with
the modern “mega-fires” we have
seen in recent years. These fires
present unprecedented challenges for
our flora and fauna due to their size,
intensity, and duration.
Smoke effects on wildlife is a relatively unstudied area, but a recently
published overview of known research
suggests that as climate change intensifies smoke pollution, more animals
are at risk of acute and chronic health
See SMOKE
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outcomes associated with
smoke inhalation. This could
lower survival and reproductive success. Potentially
significant impacts have been
demonstrated for birds, reptiles, mammals, invertebrates,
and even fish.
During large-scale smoke
events, as we’ve seen these
last two seasons, even species
well-adapted to avoiding
smoke cannot find refuge.
Animals might respond to
smoke from massive fires
even when those fires are
far away, which could have
significant, cascading impacts
on wildlife communities.
For example, many species
that rely on smoke as a cue to
navigate toward burned areas
may become disoriented
during large-scale smoke
events occurring hundreds of
miles from the fires, leading to reduced fitness and
increased vulnerability to
predation. Other species that

use visual and olfactory cues
from smoke to initiate fireavoidance behaviors (seeking
shelter, finding temporary
dormancy, or actively fleeing)
may do so at great expense
when a fire is not an immediate threat. And regardless of
whether an animal wants to
move away from, or toward,
the fire, when smoke plumes
stretch from California to
Missouri, it’s near impossible
to know how to orient and
where to go.
A 2020 study of five GPStagged greater white-fronted
geese found that these
migrating birds strayed
significantly from their
traditional routes to avoid
smoke from the fires in
California and Oregon still
burning in September of
last year. These detours led
to a migration period that
averaged twice as long as its
normal timespan, covering an
average of an additional 470
miles, exposing the birds to
multiple unfamiliar and often

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R
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Handcrews & Snowblowers
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unsuitable stopover
sites, and adding
considerable effort
and stress to what is
already an extremely
trying and hazardous
process.

FEELIN’ THE BLUES: Both of Tahoe’s bluebird
species respond ver positivel to the post ﬁre
environment. his is a Mountain luebird at a
nest.
TOTAL BORE: Xylotrechus albonatus, one of
man wood boring beetles that take advantage
of scorched trees. hotos courtes ahoe
Institue for Natural Science

Smoke has also
been implicated
in the massive
die-offs of migratory birds seen
in the southern
Rocky Mountains
last fall. Though
these birds faced
a one-two punch
of smoke and
an early-season
snowstorm,
severe weather
events are not atypical during
the migration season.
We biologists do not yet know
precisely how the Caldor Fire
burned through its footprint
in the South Tahoe Basin.
Parts of the fire ran into areas
of aggressive fuels-thinning
treatments, which not only
helped save South Lake
Tahoe residential communities, but also helped reduce
fire intensity in those forest
patches wherever those treatments had been completed in
recent years.

to wood-boring beetles and
other invertebrates, nearly all
of our woodpecker species,
and both of Tahoe’s bluebird
species.
From satellite images and
reporting, it appears that
portions of the fire moved
swiftly and erratically,
leaving a mosaic of unburned
patches, lightly burned
forest with moderate tree
mortality but an intact soil
biota and seed bank, and
high-intensity patches where
all trees were completely
killed, and the soil likely
sterilized. This latter condition is an important habitat
type for a great number of
species that favor recently
burned forests, from fungus

Individual organisms surely
had a rough time of it during
Caldor, and many smaller
animals, and possibly large
animals, too, succumbed
to the heat and smoke. But
so long as the acreage ratio
is not too heavily skewed
toward the high-intensity
burn type, and as long as
those patches aren’t so large
that recolonization from
adjacent patches would take
decades, we should see a very
diverse, heterogeneous, and
vigorous rebound from the
Caldor Fire.

CAUGHT UP IN THE RAPTOR: According to animal care director Denise Upton, Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care is seeing
more younger raptors come in than is normal. The center is attributing the increase to loss of habitat from the Caldor
and i ie ﬁres. hese raptors, a red tailed hawk left and a ammulated owl, were both severel underweight when
the were brought in, pton said. hotos courtes ake ahoe Wildlife Care

gratefulgardens.biz

Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372
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Even in these times, we can uncover

your best self. In fact, there’s no better time.
Radical Forgiveness teaches us,

“I’m not ok, you’re not ok,
and that’s ok!”

Dinny Evans

Radical Well Being Coach
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com | www.radicalwellbeing.com
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Get Squash’d!
There’s a wonderland of winter squash to discover
Carnival: A cross between the acorn and

sweet dumpling varieties, carnival squash
is a bit sweeter than butternut. It can be
prepared similarly to these other varieties
and can serve as a substitute when recipes
call for them. Carnival also works great in
soups and stews.

Delicata:

The skin of the delicata is a bit
thinner than its other winter counterparts, so
it might not have quite as long of a shelf life.
But that thin skin also makes it perfect for
eating. Slice one of these in half, scoop out
the seeds, stuff it with your filling of choice,
and pop it in the oven. Slicing it up and
baking it with butter, cinnamon and brown
sugar, or maple syrup enhances its natural
sweetness.

Hubbard: The dull, blue-gray shell of the
hubbard squash conceals a vibrant, deep
red flesh that is a cross between the sweet
potato and squash. They are quite sizable,
and their flavorful flesh is similar to that of
a pumpkin and can be easily substituted for
pumpkin or butternut squash.

Kabocha: Like other varieties, this

Japanese squash has a sweet and slightly
nutty flavor. It is more firm than other types
with a consistency like that of the chestnut
and has been compared to the taste and texture of the sweet potato. It’s quite versatile,
prepared in countless ways from pureeing
and roasting to sautéing and cutting into
chunks for soup, and pairs well with flavors
varying from sweet to spicy to savory.

Red kuri: With flesh like the hubbard

squash, this variety is much smaller and
therefore easier to work with. Like with
most other varieties, its sweet, smooth flesh
can be prepared in a multitude of ways and
seasoned with just about whatever is your
flavor of choice.

Sweet dumpling: True to its name, this
squash has a sweetness that allows for its
tender flesh to have a pleasing flavor on its
own without being doused in seasoning. Its
slight nuttiness comes through when roasted
in halves or baked in slices with drizzled oil
or butter.

Turban:

With its vibrant shades of red and
orange, this variety can often be spotted in
decorative fall displays. While it also makes
for a splendidly unique soup tureen, turban
— also called giraumon — is widely served
roasted and in soups.

JULIANA DEMAREST

A

is one of the oldest crops
lthough
Moonshine Ink
known to mankind.
the name
Although typically prepared as a
would have you think othervegetable, squash is technically a fruit, as
wise, winter squash grows throughout
it contains internal seeds and develops
the summer months and is ready for
from the flower of a plant.
harvesting around September or October.
Unlike their thinner-skinned summer
Squash is versatile, able to be served
squash cousins, which are best picked
simply by roasting and seasoning
and consumed when they are relatively
lightly with salt, pepper, and a drizzle
immature, winter squashes are harvested
of olive oil, or jazzed-up and used in
at full maturity. At that point, rinds are
creations bursting with other flavors
thickened, and colors are deep and rich.
like soups, stews, and stir fries. Pass
through the produce section of your
Those thick skins are what make all the
favorite grocery store and you’re sure
difference between summer and winter
to spot an eye-catching assortment of
varieties. When stored under the proper
winter squash of various shapes, colors,
conditions — in a cool, dry area at 50
and sizes. Once you get past the more
degrees — winter squash can be kept
popular varieties of acorn, butternut,
upwards of six months. Even in lessand spaghetti, there’s a wonderland
than-ideal conditions, like just laying
of winter squash to sample. Here we
around on your countertop, they can
share some of these lesser-known
last a good two to three months.
types like carnival, delicata, hubbard,
The Farmers’ Almanac says that squash
kabocha, red kuri, sweet dumpling, and
— which comes from the Indigenous
turban, as well as a favorite recipe for
Narragansett word askutasquah
a hearty hash shared by Moonshine Ink
— meaning eaten raw or uncooked —
publisher Mayumi Elegado.

#7 HURRY-UP
HEARTY HASH

Combine all ingredients. Form
into patties. If dry, add water. If
too moist, add additional flour to
desired consistency. Fry in lightly
oiled skillet until nicely browned on
both sides. Hint: Save leftovers for
tomorrow’s breakfast or freeze for
future use.

1/2 cup leeks or chives, chopped
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 clove garlic, minced
1/4 cup almond flour
2 cups winter squash or pumpkin,
cooked and mashed

~ Recipe by nutritional consultant
Lindsay Rojas of Traditional Roots
Nutrition, based in Truckee. Info:
traditionalrootsnutrition.com.

2 Tbs. coconut oil
1 egg

Happy Thanksgiving
We thank you for the opportunity
to work together and for making
us feel at home in our community.

Michael R Murphy, CFP®
Financial Advisor

12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102
Truckee, CA 96161
530-587-2672
Member SIPC
MKT-5894K-A
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New era of research at
snow lab reveals similarities
to an unlikely place
BY ANDREW SCHWARTZ
Special to Moonshine Ink

F

WHAT A DIFFERENCE SNOWPACK MAKES: The UC Berkeley Central Sierra Snow Lab on March 26, 2011 (left) and March
Very few people, if
26, 2015 (right). Photos by Randall Osterhuber
anyone, identify Australia
when thinking about
acres burned in wildfires
locations with the large
Atmospheric Research in
snowy locations around the
with many of the areas
impacts that they can cause to
Boulder, Colorado early in
world. Yet, there I was, in
burned coinciding with alpine
the snowpack and subsequent
my career, I hadn’t heard of
subtropical Queensland in
and subalpine areas where
water resources.
the snow lab until I saw the
the middle of the January
seasonal snowpack regularly
station manager position
summer heat finishing my
The severe drought that we
exists; the Caldor and Dixie
description listed online.
Ph.D. research on the effects
currently face in California
fires are perfect examples
As such, much of my time
of bushfires (wildfires) on
has been mirrored by similar
of these areas. These fires
following my appointment was
snowpack processes in
recent droughts in Australia,
rapidly affected large swaths
spent reading about the lab in
Australia’s Snowy Mountains.
where entire towns have
of land by removing or
news articles and textbooks
My recent appointment at
needed water to be trucked
altering forest canopy, leaving
rather than working on my
the Central Sierra Snow Lab
in for showers and potable
charred tree trunks, and
Ph.D. It was fascinating to
was both distracting me from
water supplies. These
changing soil characteristics.
see the wide range in the
my thesis and motivating me
severe droughts underscore
As a result, snowpack
amount of snowfall that
to finish it, as I was excited
the importance of regular
processes within these
the snow lab received from
to get back to the U.S. and
seasonal snowpack in the
areas are likely to change
year to year, some years,
begin my work at the lab.
mountains, which generate as
with less canopy allowing
like 2015, receiving only 11
much as 30% of California’s
more sunlight to reach the
feet of snow and others, like
Despite working in winter
annual freshwater. They
snowpack, burned debris from
2011, receiving huge amounts
weather research at
also demonstrate well how
the tree trunks falling on the
of 54 feet. It was certainly
the National Center of
difficult it can be to resolve
snow surface and possibly
exciting to see a place with
drought conditions after
increasing melt, and new soil
so much snow after I’d spent
they persist for extended
properties that will change
the previous three and a half
periods of time. Lower than
the way meltwater from the
years working in Australia,
average precipitation, high
snowpack affects streamflows.
where it would measure only
temperatures, and increased
a few feet deep.
The atmospheric river
winds can keep the landscape
event that impacted the
dry and remove moisture
Oddly, my pandemic-era
Sierra Nevada on Oct.
from the soil so that once
international move was
24 and 25 brought much
precipitation does fall again,
uneventful and the transition
needed moisture to help
most of it replenishes the
from studying snow in
quell drought and wildfire
moisture in the soil rather
Australia to studying snow
conditions. However, it also
than running off into streams
in California was relatively
brought an event to the
that replenish reservoirs.
easy because both locations
Central Sierra Snow Lab
Hot and windy conditions
share several characteristics:
of the type that has been
that increase evaporation in
They increasingly experience
increasing in frequency over
reservoirs can also contribute
extreme drought, large
the past few decades and
to significant increases in fire
bushfires that impact the
isn’t as positive as the other
danger throughout California.
snowpack, and rain-on-snow
effects: rain-on-snow. With
events. It’s no surprise that
To date in 2021, California
LIVE STREAM: This stream formed as a result of early morning rain-on-snow
10 inches of fresh snow
these types of events are
generated by the atmospheric river on Oct. 24. Courtesy photo
has had nearly 2.5 million
measured on Oct. 18, and
being focused on in both

or the first time in its
73-year existence, UC
Berkeley’s Central Sierra
Snow Lab in December 2019
was without a single full-time
employee. The previous
manager had retired,
Berkeley was considering
eliminating its funding, and
the Covid-19 pandemic
was preventing the hire of
a new manager. By January
2021, the hard work of the
lab’s director, professor Rob
Rhew, had saved the lab and
I was appointed as the new
manager to lead it into the
future. There was, however,
a catch that complicated my
transition to the new lead of
the lab’s daily operations: I
was living in Australia.
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS
for that to happen. One
thing is certain, however:
The Central Sierra Snow
Lab will be continuing the
wonderful work that it
has done in the past while
embracing new and exciting
research that addresses big
concerns of the future.

STEEP CLIMB: Snowfall amount compared to climatological average following the
recent atmospheric river event (Oct. 1 to Oct. 26).

additional snowfall over the
subsequent days with the
occasional 1 to 2 inches
falling, there was plenty of
the white fluffy stuff on the
ground at the beginning of
the atmospheric river event
on the 24th. Unfortunately,
what happened next
highlights the impacts these
events have on our mountain
snowpack and its ability to
store water well into the
spring and summer. Once the
rain began, the snow melted
quickly. So quickly, in fact,
that parts of the snow lab
had developed streams of
melting snow where none had
previously existed.
Melting of the snowpack
from rain-on-snow events
isn’t a new concept, but it
is increasing under climate
change. Not only can these
events cause flooding from
large and often fast releases of
water, but they quickly reduce
snowpack depth. Depth that
is critical to continued storage
and slow release of meltwater
in the late season when it
can help keep fire danger
low and produce continued
streamflows and reservoir
inflows, which can prevent or
resolve drought conditions.
The Central Sierra Snow Lab
was initially developed by the
Army Corps of Engineers
and Weather Bureau with the
“purpose of solving hydrologic
problems in the western U.S.”

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

and that purpose continues
today. Not only is the snow
lab continuing its rich history
maintaining some of the
longest measurements in the
world that date as far back
as 1879, but I have made it a
focus to address the problems
that we are facing in the 21st
century — the same problems

that I focused on with my
research in Australia: drought,
fire, and rain-on-snow.
Of course, the atmospheric
river experienced in
October at the lab wasn’t
all rain-on-snow and bad
news. After the rain ended,
the snow started, and we
received 33 inches over two
days. Those three-plus feet

contributed to the second
highest snowfall amounts in
October since the records
began at the lab (48 inches)
in 1970 with only October
2004 having more snow (50
inches). It will take a lot of
extra snow to bring us out
of the severe drought that
the western U.S. is facing,
and it’s not clear whether we
will get precipitation needed

Many exciting new initiatives
have begun since I stepped
into my new role in April.
Not only have we nearly
broken a snowfall record, but
for the first time in the lab’s
history, the data collected
here onsite can be directly
accessed by the public on
our new website: cssl.berkley.
edu. In addition, we have
begun construction on a new
instrumentation tower, which
will be finished in summer
2022 and will streamline
the lab’s ability to provide
timely data to partners and
the public. Overall, it’s been
an exciting start to my career
here at the Central Sierra
Snow Lab and I’m excited to
bring a new era of research and
continue the work of the lab’s
outstanding historic past.

THE 2ND WEEKEND IN NOVEMBER

C SKI SWAP
Nov. 13 & 14

SATURDAY 9AM - 4PM | SUNDAY 9AM - 2PM

Tahoe Cross Country

925 Country Club Drive | Tahoe city, CA 96145
MOONSHINEINK.COM

11 NOVEMBER – 8 DECEMBER 2021

39

ARTS & CULTURE

SAVVY STACKS
By Eve Quesnel

W

hat do you get when you
combine two snowboarders
who both love the mountains
and cooking? For one, you get
Dessert’D Organic Bake Shop, an
organic bakery in Mammoth Lakes
(opened in 2011). Secondly, you
get two innovative women who used
their combined passions to create
The Mountain Baker: 100 HighAltitude Recipes for Every Occasion,
published in 2020.
Truckee’s own Kimmy Fasani and
Chicago-native Mimi Council are
active athletes living high in the
Sierra Nevada. Familiar with the
challenges of baking at high altitude
— generally considered to be 5,000
feet and above — they have compiled
a most wonderful cookbook for all
those who live well above sea level.
As an avid mountain baker myself,
I decided to put their recipes to the
test, and cooked and baked my way
through the pages.
One of my favorite things about this
book is its variety. The collection
encompasses more than just baked
goods. Readers will find recipes for
everything from muffins, quiches,
and granola to trail mix, roasted
nuts, even salads. The table of
contents provides easy direction
to the wide assortment of sections:
“Breads and Pastries,” “Après,”
“Refreshments,” “Hearty Eats,”
etc. The pictures, big and bright,
featuring selections like Fiesta Black
Bean Salad or slices of strawberry
shortcake, entice even the most
beginner of cooks or bakers to break
out the cutting board or baking pan.
I began my trial with Alpine Start
Muffins, which I can say are now my
favorite muffins. As a breakfast item or
a quick snack to grab for a hike or on
the way to the ski hill, these nutritious
muffins are the perfect way to start
40
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any active day. Oats, flaxseed meal, a
banana, and maple syrup for sweetness
combine to make a moist and sweet
muffin. As for the chocolate pound
cake, which I made for a friend who is
gluten intolerant, I loved the gluten-free
option and gave it a thumbs up. The one
yeast recipe I tried, Chocolate Sweet
Rolls, had only one rising as opposed
to the traditional two risings, so this
recipe was a winner from the start. Who
doesn’t love a sweet roll with a hint of
chocolate and less time to rise? The
last baked good in the book, Glazed
Blueberry Galette, is my favorite dessert
so far, highly regarded for its flaky crust,
gooey blueberry filling, and powdered
sugar-ginger glaze.

SMART COOKIES: The Moonshine staff
adoringly calls Eve Quesnel the Treat Fairy
because she not only writes the Nature’s
Corner column, but also surprises the team
with home-baked goodies every deadline.
She recently stopped by with a batch of these
chew coconut our based chocolate chip
cookies. Photos by Eve Quesnel/Moonshine Ink

For the savory side, I was hesitant
to try the Veggie Quiche, as I am
loyal to my tried and true, but with
oregano in the crust, and spinach,
mushrooms, potato, and garlic
in the filling, my allegiance soon
changed. Lastly, for an upcoming
trailer trip I made Roasted
Rosemary Sage Almonds to snack
on. I’m certain I’ll be making
batches of them for the holidays.
The key secret to baking at high
altitude, say Council and Fasani, is
that these treats bake a bit faster
than at sea-level. Conversely, cooking
takes a little longer. Another note
concerns storage. If a dessert is soft,
chewy, or cakey, it needs to be stored
in an airtight container to retain its
moisture; there’s lower humidity
at altitude. If a dessert is crispy or
MOONSHINEINK.COM

crunchy, then leave the
dessert on the counter
because “dry mountain
air is perfect for it,” the
co-authors explain.
Overall, the recipes in
the book are written to
be made at high altitude
but also include notes
for sea-level adjustments
printed on the sides of the
pages. I must confess, as
one who lives at 6,000 feet,
it’s a nice change to have
a cookbook where high
altitude takes precedence
over sea level. That said,

MORNING MUFFIN: ats, a seed meal,
banana, and maple syrup for sweetness
combine to make these moist and sweet
Alpine tart Mufﬁns a perfect wa to start
the da or to grab for a snack on the .

SIMPLY SWEET: With only one rising required,
the Chocolate Sweet Roll recipe is a winner
from the start.

PLAIN NUTS: Warning! These savory Roasted
Rosemary Sage Almonds are so tasty it’s hard
to stop munching once you start.

Council and Fasani are clear to
point out the wide range of the
cookbook, noting all of the recipes
will work “anywhere ... no matter
where you call home.” Gluten-free
options are suggested alongside
many recipes, with a list at the back
of the book of all gluten-free and
vegan items.
For both authors, baking and
cooking are all about bringing
people together under the
umbrella of nutrition. “Proper
nutrition makes adventure a lot
more fun. Especially if someone
is active in the mountains for a
long period of time,” said Fasani,
a pro snowboarder who now
hits the backcountry. “For me,
I am conscientious of fueling
my adventures with wholesome

ingredients. Now that I have two
kids, getting them outdoors and
teaching them proper nutrition is a
big part of my life. I think of it as
nature and nurture.”
With the holidays on the near
horizon, The Mountain Baker is the
perfect cookbook to give as a gift
or to buy for yourself. My daughter
bought a copy for me last Christmas,
and I haven’t stopped baking and
cooking from it ever since.
Council’s next book is due to hit
shelves in fall 2022. In the meantime,
she also recommends the other high
altitude cookbooks Après All Day by
Kelley Epstein and Sugar High: Sweet
and Savory Baking in Your High-Altitude
Kitchen by Nicole Hampton.
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TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) After Antartica at the Tahoe Film Fest, courtesy photo; Warren Miller Entertainment’s latest stops in Olympic Valley, courtesy photo; Dusty Green
Bones Band to play free show at the Crystal Bay Casino, courtesy photo; Dave Nettle kicks off the Alpenglow Sports Winter Speaker Series, photo by Dave Nettle.

ONGOING

OUTDOORS | Tahoe Ski Resorts Kick

Off the 2021/22 Winter Season

As temperatures begin to shift, Ski California resorts are gearing up for the 2021/22
winter season with investments in infrastructure, facilities improvements and
technology that will continue to allow for
fast, contactless lift access, reservations and
payment, and high-quality experiences.
Last year, Ski California’s 33 member resorts
in California and Nevada offered skiers
and snowboarders a safe way to recreate
outdoors, despite the global pandemic.
Covid-19 safety measures will be in place
at all resorts. Here is what to expect at each
resort this season, courtesy of Ski California
(dates, events subject to change):
Boreal/Woodward Tahoe: Following
an early opening after October storms
dumped snow on the summit, winter operations are on pause. Select your start time,
arrive, and get contactless mountain access
at Boreal with Go Time Tickets, a system
in which ticket prices gradually decrease
throughout the day. Boreal will welcome the
Subaru Winterfest March 14 and 15, 2022,
and Woodward Tahoe’s new All Access
Membership offers 360-degree access to
a 16-acre hub for all things action sports.
Opening day: Nov. 18; rideboreal.com
Diamond Peak: Forest health initiatives
including brush and small tree clearing have
resulted in new glade skiing areas for skiers
and riders to explore this winter. In addition, the resort’s signature events will return
this season, including STOKE Mountain
tours on select Saturdays, the annual Ullr
Fest art , onﬁre
orchlight arade, ast
Tracks wine and beer tastings, Moonlight
Snowshoe Tours, the 20th annual DummyDownhill, and the Luggi Foeger Uphill/
Downhill Festival. Opening day: Dec. 9;
diamondpeak.com
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Heavenly Mountain Resort: The resort
will continue to require cashless transactions, face masks indoors, reservations at
many of its on-mountain restaurants, and
vaccinations for guests ages 12 and up at
indoor dining quick-service cafeteria-style
restaurants. Reservations will not be required for skiing and riding. Opening day:
Nov. 19; skiheavenly.com
Homewood Mountain Resort: In celebration of its 60th anniversary season,
the resort is asking patrons to share their
Homewood memories, some of which will
be included in a video to be compiled and
shared by the resort during the season. The
Easy As 1-2-3 adult lesson three-packs resumes this season, with participants receiving a season pass upon completion of the
program. Homewood is also bringing deals
back this season including the $89 Learn
to Ski/Ride special valid Sunday through
Friday, nonholiday, and new lift ticket threepack specials. Over the summer, the resort
has also focused its efforts on forest health
projects within the resort boundary. Opening day: Dec. 10; skihomewood.com
Kingvale Resort: Located on Donner Summit, and the newest Ski California member
resort, Kingvale Resort offers surface lift
accessible skiing, snowboarding, and sledding. Two new surface lifts will debut this
season, tripling the resort’s skiable terrain.
Advance purchase lift tickets and timebased sledding reservations are required.
Opening day: Nov. 26; kingvaleresort.com
Kirkwood Mountain Resort: Expedition
Kirkwood will offer multiple clinics and
private lessons, including AIARE classes
throughout the season. The resort will
continue to require cashless transactions, face masks indoors, reservations at
many of its on-mountain restaurants, and

vaccinations for guests ages 12 and up
at indoor dining quick-service cafeteriastyle restaurants. Reservations will not be
required for skiing and riding. Opening
day: Dec. 3; kirkwood.com
Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe: The resort has the
most signiﬁcant capital improvement pro
ect in its history underway, which will result
in the expansion of the Lakeview area of
the mountain. On-mountain improvements
completed this summer include more than
a $1 million investment in snowmaking
infrastructure on the Mine Train, Slide Bowl
and Race Arena trails. Slope grading work
designed to reduce obstacles and allow for
terrain opening on as little as 12-inches of
packed snow is in progress on Bruce’s Run.
In addition, the 60-year-old domestic water
system serving the main lodge base area
is being replaced and will increase storage
capacit and improve ﬁre protection. pen
ing day: Nov. 12; skirose.com
Northstar California: The resort will continue to require cashless transactions, face
masks indoors, reservations at many of
its on-mountain restaurants, and vaccinations for guests ages 12+ at indoor dining
quick-service cafeteria-style restaurants.
Reservations will not be required for
skiing and riding. Opening day: Nov. 19;
northstarcalifornia.com
Palisades Tahoe: With a new name honoring the rich ski history of its mountains,
Palisades Tahoe has formed a long-term
partnership with the Washoe Tribe to help
educate resort guests and the community
about their history and culture. Tribe members host monthly Washoe Cultural Tours,
have an exhibit at High Camp, and will help
rename the Squaw One chairlift. This season, a new surface lift has been installed in
the High Camp beginner area, and the new
Take 4 lesson package will save beginner
MOONSHINEINK.COM

skiers and riders $240 when they commit
to four lessons. Mobile food ordering at
on-mountain and Village restaurants return
this year, as well as events including Kid-ORama, the U.S. Freestyle Mogul Championships, and Winter Wondergrass. Opening
day: Oct. 29; palisadestahoe.com
Sierra-at-Tahoe: In the wake of the devastating Caldor Fire, Sierra-at-Tahoe is in the
process of evaluating the extent of damage
to the resort to determine what their operations may look like this winter. The resort will
continue to share updates as more information becomes available. sierraattahoe.com
Sugar Bowl/Royal Gorge: The Hotel at
Sugar Bowl and all lodges, bars, and restaurants will reopen at both resorts, however
advance purchase of lift tickets will continue
to be required for all visiting guests this
season. Sales of daily lift tickets, rentals, and
lessons will begin next month. Face coverings will not be required outdoors, including in lift lines or while riding chairlifts, but
they will be encouraged indoors. Opening
day: Nov. 26; sugarbowl.com; royalgorge.
com
Tahoe Donner Cross Country: For the ﬁrst
time, snowmaking has been installed at the
area to ensure a high-quality early season
snow surface for the center’s learning area
and on a 3 km loop. A new Pisten Bully 400
will add to trail grooming efﬁcienc , and
summer trail work was completed to allow
for better drainage and snow retention
throughout the cross-country trail system.
Opening day: Nov. 26; tahoedonner.com
Tahoe Donner Downhill Ski Resort:
Focused on offering a high-quality snow
surface, Tahoe Donner purchased a new
PistenBully snowcat to groom the mountain.
See CALENDAR p. 43
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IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE
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Get this space for just

$105/MONTH!

(530) 587-3607
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Kids’ Seasonal Leases
Get your kiddos geared
up for the winter!
Packages start as low as $125*
*Come in
before Dec.13
to receive the
early season
discount of
$50 OFF

530-583-6415
TAHOE CITY
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TOTAL IMMERSION: This model represents the layout of a new immersive exhibit visitors can
wal through highlighting
ears of wil ﬁre in the ierra eva a in orest ire opening
Dec. 10 at the Truckee Community Recreation Center. Courtesy photo

T

ake a step back in time with
a visual history of wildfire
in the region when Forest Fire,
a free exhibition about living
with fire in the Sierra Nevada,
opens at the Truckee Community
Recreation Center on Dec. 10 and
runs through June 2022. Wildfire
is a fact of life here in the Sierra
Nevada. Although fire is nothing
new, the numbers and severities
of forest fires are growing each
year — more than 7,000 fires have
burned so far this year alone in
the state of California — making
this exhibit increasingly timely and
relevant.
“Forest Fire shows us that at the
core of science is creativity and
that there are solutions to the
ever-increasing effects of climate
change,” Nevada County Arts
Council executive director Eliza
Tudor said in a press release
announcing the exhibit. “Through
the work of our artists, our exhibition gives voice to real solutions
from the science community, industry, federal, state, and local fire
and water agencies, and our tribal
populations. We invite the public
to join us for this conversation
while ‘living’ the history and future
of our forests in a deeply visceral
and beautiful way.”
Visitors will experience a visual
representation of the past 13,000
years of wildfire history within the
region as they wander through a
simulated forest. This immersive
exhibit will explore the surprising and essential role of humans
within the realm of wildfire while
learning about the historic relationship between fire and the Sierra
Nevada. The journey through time
will be told through the works of 18
artists and writers. Learn about the
effects we, as people, have on the

forests, our watersheds, and our
own health while also envisioning
the future of our forests.
“Forest Fire was born from our
desire as artists to engage climate
change head on,” said Heather
Llewellyn of Llewellyn Studio.
“What could we do to serve our
community in facing the coming
challenges? What could we do to
help our community figure out
what to do about catastrophic fire
and water insecurity?”
She and husband, Michael
Llewellyn, comprise Forest Fire’s
curator and producer team. “We
hope that viewers take away a
common understanding of the
forest ecology, its relationship to
fire, and the human role within that
relationship,” Michael said. “We
hope they will find ways to care for
the forest that gives so much to us
and is so critical in slowing climate
change.”
Acknowledging the important role
of local tribal populations, Heather
added, “We are deeply grateful for
the time and patience granted to
us by members from the Washoe
Tribe of Nevada and California,
the Nisenan People of the Nevada
City Rancheria, the Mountain
Maidu, and the North Fork Mono
Tribe in helping us to understand
tribal cultural perspectives and the
challenges in incorporating traditional tribal practices into federally
mandated land management
regulations.”
Info: opening ceremony Dec. 10, 5
p.m. to 7 p.m.; donations welcome,
nevadacountyarts.org/forestfire;
forestandfire.org
~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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The resort also added to its transportation
eet with a new fuel efﬁcient shuttle bus.
Advance purchase of lift tickets, lessons,
and rental e uipment will continue to be
encouraged this season. pening da
ec. 1 tahoedonner.com

Nov. 18

OUTDOORS | Alpenglow Speaker

Series Returns to OVL

he 1 th season of the Alpenglow ports
Winter peaker eries kicks with local
guide and mountaineering legend ave
ettle. resented b ahoe Mountain
ealt . ettle’s show, ig Fun in ittle
witzerland, will take the audience on his
ul 2 21 trip with Andrew esterreicher
to the ika lacier in Alaska, a spectacu
lar land of rock and ice, surrounded b
dramatic alpine peaks and rock spires,
inspiring the name ittle witzerland.
he event will also stream virtuall to be
en o ed b outdoor enthusiasts around
the globe. Capacit will be limited entr
will be offered on a ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served
basis. Attendees have to be over 12 ears
of age, proof of vaccination and masks
will be re uired. Admission is free, and
all bar and raf e proceeds will go to the
ahoe nstitute of atural cience, the
nonproﬁt beneﬁciar of the evening.
ettle is cofounder of the series. nfo
p.m. alpenglowsports.com.

Nov. 20

OUTDOORS | Latest Warren Miller

Ski Movie Stops in Tahoe

Warren Miller ntertainment’s Winter Starts
Now stops in orth ahoe for a showing
at the l mpic illage odge in l mpic
alle . he 2nd annual ski and snow
board ﬁlm from Warren Miller ntertain
ment chases winter from coast to coast.
Winter Starts Now is a love letter to that
special place on the calendar the winter
season. t’s a call to action for all viewers
get stoked, be prepared, because the
season so man live for is here, from kids
with huge l mpic dreams to adaptive
shredders who leave even the most able
athletes in the dust. iewers will road trip
with big mountain skiers Marcus Caston
and Conner undin as the chase winter
all the wa to Alaska, before catching up
with speed riding legend
olmes, and
meeting new friends like Madison ose
and asu o itra. he ﬁlm is an homage to
ever skier who lives for the thrill and ﬁnds
solace on the chairlift. nfo showings at
p.m. and p.m. warrenmiller.com

Nov. 26

ARTS & CULTURE | Free Live Show at

Crystal Bay Casino

Cr stal a Casino welcomes ust
reen ones and for a free live perfor
mance in the ed oom for guests 21 and
older. ust reen ones and is a ﬁve
piece electric newgrass group out of the
a Area. hese ambitious musicians live
to ramble across the countr , with their
progressive, raw aesthetic. how starts at
1 p.m. nfo cr stalba casino.com
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Dec. 1

COMMUNITY | Forests of the Future

Highlighted in Livestream

ierra evada Alliance will highlight
and e plore some of the most promis
ing restoration and innovative wood use
pro ects in the region that will restore
forest acres before the burn. Forest
Futures alons bring together unlike
minded people to engage in productive,
timel conversations to fuel innovation.
What was previousl a closed door,
intimate discussion between e perts, has
now become virtual, opening the door
for professionals from all over the world
to participate. he mission of these
discussions is to further build communit
engagement on the issues that affect us
most. hese gatherings are open to all,
so sign up for an inspiring conversation
to protect the forests and network with
others who share our passion. egister
for this oom event online. nfo p.m.
to 1 p.m. sierranevadaalliance.org

For Goodness Sake

Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources
LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE
Open Tuesday-Saturday 12-5pm
Gifts & Cards for All Occasions

Go to our website
goodnesssake.org
for calendar of
events & classes

Dec. 2 to 5

ARTS & CULTURE | Tahoe Film Fest

Visit us on Facebook

Returns for Seventh Year

he ahoe Film Fest will feature ﬁlms
being screened at ncline illage Cinema
and orthstar illage Cinema. Music
documentaries will be showcased at the
Cr stal a Casino Crown oom and fea
ture something for ever one with ﬁlms ev
er one from ionne Warwick and the ee
ees to ean Martin and sounds from
the ps chedelic ’ s. All proceeds and
ticket sales beneﬁt the ahoe nviron
mental esearch Center with several ﬁlms
pertaining to the current environment and
climate crisis as well as three ﬁlms from
National Geographic. everal ﬁlmmakers
will be in attendance to introduce and
discuss their ﬁlms. et tickets and ﬁnd the
full listing of ﬁlms online. nfo showtimes
and dates var tahoeﬁlmfest.com

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161
530-550-8981 | www.goodnesssake.org

Through Dec. 3
COMMUNITY | Virtual Auction Now
Open for Bidding

he ierra tate arks Foundation is
hosting a virtual fundraising auction in
support of the local state parks in the
ake ahoe and onner ake areas. his
fundraiser will support the foundation’s
mission to support the parks through
restoration pro ects and education pro
grams, all to enrich visitors’ e periences
and connect visitors to the area’s rich
cultural heritage and natural resources. n
2 2 , he ierra tate arks Foundation
returned over
,
to the region’s
parks to provide natural and cultural edu
cation opportunities, restore and repair
historic landmarks, support park clean up
and bear education initiatives and much
more to create welcoming park e peri
ences for all. his event is an important
fundraiser and ends ust in time for holi
da gift shopping. tems up for bid are
uni ue items and e clusive e periences.
nfo sierrastateparks.org
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Young Eagles program lets
local youths soar
BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

I

n the stillness of the
morning hours on Sept.
11, a dozen or so children
and their parents dotted
the tarmac outside the
Experimental Aircraft
Association building at
Truckee Tahoe Airport. It
was a perfect day for a bird’s
eye view of Tahoe/Truckee
as pilot Robert Bousquet’s
Cessna 182 touched down
on the runway. After taxiing
back to the EAA, two boys
emerged from the plane with
wide eyes and big smiles,
their lives touched by the
gift of flight.
Since 1994, EAA Truckee
Chapter 1073 has introduced
more than 5,000 local youths
to the world of aviation
through its monthly Young
Eagles flights. Experienced

pilots, some of whom are
also flight instructors,
volunteer one Saturday
morning each month to
fly kids ages 8 and older
above the peaks of Truckee
and North Tahoe. Some fly
over Lake Tahoe while others
head north of the airport
toward Boca and Stampede
reservoirs. The kids are in
awe as they gaze down while
the ground below becomes
smaller and smaller.
“There is so much going on at
the airport for our children,”
said Susan Bruno, whose
husband, Vince Bruno, is
coordinator of the Young
Eagles program. “Literally,
lives change.”
Indeed, some who took
flights as children had their

CIVIL SERVICE: Young Eagles participants and their volunteer pilots are joined by members of the Civil Air Patrol Truckee
qua ron following a brief brea in ﬂights to honor the vi ti s of
in a sole n ere on . ourtes photos

life paths take a turn in the
direction of aviation following
their exposure to the industry
at such a young age. Two
decades ago, Jesse Jones was
a young girl learning to fly
with instructor Tim Meadows,
a longtime Young Eagles
volunteer pilot. She went on
to become a commercial pilot
and has flown with Southwest
Airlines for the past 15 years.
Others have gone on to fly for
Delta and Spirit airlines; one
girl who participated in Young
Eagles as a kid grew up to be
a helicopter pilot for the U.S.
Coast Guard.
The Young Eagles program
opens the door to future
paths not just as a pilot, but
in other science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) careers in fields like
aerospace and aeronautics.
In a region where sports,
outdoor, and artistic opportunities abound, Young Eagles
provides an outlet for those
seeking other channels.

FLY LIKE AN EAGLE:
Jack Duarte, 11, got
to take the controls
of Robert Bousquet’s
Cessna 182 during his
experience this fall
with the monthly Young
Eagle program at
Truckee Tahoe Airport.
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“Sports have their role, but
this is the stuff that just takes
a person and gives it all,”
Bruno said. “You go flying
and get out of the plane and
you just go, man, I feel really
good about myself. It’s any
challenge like that. You just
kind of go, whoa.”
On this year’s clear Sept.
11 morning, 11-year-old
Jack Duarte was up to the
MOONSHINEINK.COM

challenge, although he easily
might not have been. Jack
was one in a group of incoming sixth graders on a school
bus trip returning from Lake
Tahoe this past July who
witnessed a plane crashed
near the Truckee airport.
Jack said he felt the bus
driver slam on the brakes and
looked up to see a ball of fire
out the window.
“It’s hard to know how a
child processes seeing a
tragic event like that up
close,” Jack’s mother, Erin
McKernie, wrote in an email
to Moonshine Ink.
Truckee Tahoe Airport
District General Manager
Kevin Smith invited
McKernie and her three
kids to tour the airport —
an opportunity extended
to the families of all the
children who witnessed the
crash. McKernie and her
kids visited with pilots, air
traffic controllers, airplane
mechanics, and others.
Chris Barbera, of Mountain
Lion Aviation, allowed them
to sit inside a jet, and spoke
about the aircraft, safety,
and pilot training.
“I had been concerned that
my kids might be nervous or
develop a fear of planes, but
any worries they may have
had was certainly replaced by
excitement,” McKernie said.
“I’m incredibly grateful for

that. Shortly after our visit,
Kevin let me know about the
Young Eagles program and
that they could take a flight
in an airplane. My kids had
never flown before, so they
were all excited to go.”
Jack and his 9-year-old
brother, Bradley, took their
first flight together, with Jack
even getting the chance to fly
the plane. Their little sister,
Madelyn, just turned 7 and
can’t wait until she’s 8 so she
can fly, too.
“I loved it,” Jack said, and after
the flight he told his mother
he’d like to be a pilot. “The
tour of the airport was very
cool. It was exciting to be in
the airplane and see the view. I
can’t wait to do it again!”
Bradley was equally excited,
adding to his brother’s
recap: “The tour was very
nice, and it was amazing to
see how everything at the
airport works.” He said his
experience at the airport has
expanded his dreams for the
future: “I’ve always wanted to
be a police officer, but after
flying, now I want to be a
police officer and a pilot. The
flight helped me feel better
about airplanes.”
Once they take part in the
Young Eagles, kids receive
a certificate and a logbook.
Then, a number of opportunities become available.

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

YOUNG EAGLES: Brothers Jack (left) and Bradley Duarte took to the skies this September
for their ﬁrst-ever ﬂight with Young Eagles volunteer pilot Robert Bousquet.

They can participate in a private
online pilot ground school offered by a
popular catalogue store called Sporty’s
Pilot Shop. After that, the EAA will
pay for their first flight instruction.
Those ages 12 to 18 are also eligible
to apply to an Air Academy at EAA
Headquarters in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
with all expenses paid.
Despite the thousands of kids who have
taken flights to date, the Young Eagles
program remains one of the airport’s

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

best kept secrets, and members of
the EAA are working to change that.
With not enough families aware of the
program, the EAA has had to reduce
the frequency of these free flights, with
the monthly event on hiatus in October
and November. Weather permitting, the
next Young Eagles rally is scheduled for
8 a.m. on Dec. 11 at the Truckee Tahoe
Airport. For more information contact
Young Eagles coordinator Vince Bruno at
truckeeeaayoungeagles@gmail.com.
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P U Z Z L E
Q U I Z

P A G E

C R O S S W O R D

By Margie E. Burke

WHAT IN THE WORLD?

CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? >>>

Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to
win a growler with a free ﬁll from Alibi
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to
claim. For those under 21, the prize
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache
pretzels and a nonalcoholic beverage.
Correct responses will be entered
into a drawing from which a winner
will be randomly selected. Submit
your guess by Dec. 1.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER:
Sun ower
WINNER:
lenn ra ier, Reno
Brought to you by:

ALIBI ALE WORKS

THE S T A R S

By DAWN ANDREONI | Moonshine Ink

Astronomy | Eclipse season is here again, with a partial lunar eclipse during the

overnight hours of Nov. 18 and 19, and its counterpart — a total
solar eclipse— happening on Dec. 4. Very few places on Earth will
be able to view the solar eclipse. Although we will not witness this
solar eclipse, we are lucky to once again be in the path of the lunar
eclipse! The eclipse begins at 10 p.m. on Nov. 18, although the prime
viewing time isn’t until 11:18 p.m., when the moon moves into the
darkest portion of the Earth’s shadow. This is known as the umbra,
and it is here when the moon begins to take on an ominous reddish hue. Although it is a
partial eclipse, only the slightest sliver of the moon will not pass through Earth’s shadow
at the eclipse’s maximum, which will be at 1:02 a.m. on Nov. 19. The most dramatic
portion of the eclipse will wrap at 2:47 a.m., when the moon moves out of the umbra,
with the eclipse fully ﬁnishing at 4:07 a.m. As lunar eclipses happen during full moon
phases, the moon will be opposite the sun during the eclipse. For this reason, the moon
will be relatively high in the southern sky during the peak viewing hours, an excellent
position for observation. If you’re keen, layer up and get outside the night before the
eclipse to locate a clear vantage point for what will surely be a stunning sight!

Astrology | Nov. 19 brings us the first eclipse of the next two-year cycle,

aligned to the axis of Taurus-Scorpio, with the final eclipse of the
Gemini-Sagittarius polarity occurring on Dec. 4. The past two
years have emphasized lessons involving intellectual exploration
and how we parse information to reveal truth. As we shift from
the elements of air (mind) and fire (spirit) to those of earth
(materiality) and water (emotion), we move from intangible to more
corporeal concerns. Resources and relationships are the focus in
the Taurus-Scorpio dynamic. In this shadow season we can trace the path from how
our needs were met in childhood through to how we relate to others in adulthood.
The distinctions between what we need and what we want, what we hide and what
we share, what we give and what we take emerge in starker contrast. Having spent
these last two years surveying the mind, the nature of our attachments comes to the
fore now — the old fixations that anchor us to the past and the secret longings that
steer us onward.
~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can ﬁnd more about her offerings
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.

S U D O K U
HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the number 1
to 9; and each set of 3 by
3 boxes must contain the
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN
THE OPINION SECTION.
Difficulty: Easy
Edited by Margie E. Burke
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Parting Shot

Leap of Faith
Bubba Crutchfield walks upwards of
10 miles per day in Incline Village and
often spots wildlife along the way. He
remarked, “You can’t see it if you’re
inside.” Well, on the morning of Oct.
31, on South Dyer Road he spotted this
bobcat making a leap for its life trying to
get away from a dog, and caught a shot
at just the right moment.

READ.
READ. DISCUSS.
DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
CONTRIBUTE.
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STAY COMFORTABLE THIS WINTER
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editors@moonshineink.com
Email:

Takeout availability varies based on restaurant’s overall capacity

Your art could be here >>>

SPACIOUS DINE IN &
HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

HIT US WITH YOUR BEST SHOT!

P.S.

530-582-8304
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Everything has changed.
Nothing has changed.
Squaw Valley | Alpine Meadows is now Palisades Tahoe.
The legendary terrain, history and community remains.
Get the full story at palisadestahoe.com

