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It's Time  Buy Cany Springs   

Help Us Ptect Open Space in Eastern Truck
Our community has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

BUY Canyon Springs & create permanently protected open space, 
once and for all, AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!

TruckeeDonnerLandTrust.org/Canyon-Springs
Learn Abt  the Campaign & Invest in Counity Open Space! 

Cserving Cany Springs Wi
protect 290 acres of open space, wildlife habitat & watershed IN PERPETUITY 
Create public access for responsible & sustainable recreation
Support wildlife connectivity to Martis Valley & Mt. Rose Wilderness Area
End three decades of development proposals in a high-severity-fire danger area 
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your

Adventure  BuddyAdventure  Buddy

adopt & save a life at
petnetwork.org

(775) 832-4404

Simple.
Good.
Food. 

530.582.5655 
stellatruckee.com

A friendly neighborhood restaurant located 
inside the Cedar House Sport Hotel.

Scan code to 

get your mouth 

watering!

PandaPestManagement.com

Locally owned & operated

NV #6931•CA #PR7125

Pest control for your home and business

WHAT'S BUGGING YOU?

530.386.8888•Steven@PandaPest.com

AMAZING SERVICE!

(Yelp Review, Sept. 2021) ”

“
Quick, knowledgeable, nice 

and professional. I guess 
we’ve found the go-to pest 
management person here
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COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK

DO TELL !
To watch one’s own forests burn is a heartbreaking thing. It’s never been just 
about whether the wildfi res hit our smaller communities, but instead, to those of 
us who call the spine of the Sierra home, each ecosystem and human enclave 
that succumbs to the seasonally-increasing fl ames is a tragedy. This month, we 
asked Tahoe/Truckee-ites if wildfi re activity has forced them to consider leaving 
the region, their state, or the West altogether. We received 60 responses to this 
question, and are only able to highlight a few; 20% or 12 respondents hadn’t 
considered moving while the majority (80% or 48 respondents) had considered 
it. Some are already gone.

LAUREN TAPIA, Truckee
Human resources manager, district clerk, TTAD

I personally muscle through the Truckee winters for the 
beautiful summers. Our summer this year was paralyzed 
due to the impacts of forest fi re smoke. If this becomes a 
yearly trend, we have discussed, for the fi rst time ever, if 
living up here is worth it. [With] weeks of 300+ AQI ... we 
spent almost every August weekend out of town searching 
for clean air to breathe! That’s just ridiculous. 

KYLE LOWIS, Tahoe City
Online customer experience representative

No, but there needs to be better forestry, fi re education, and 
fi re ban enforcement. 

ASHLEY (COOPER) BECK, Golden, 
CO
Former communications manager, TTCF

Yes. After temporarily moving out of Truckee (a place that is 
home), it’s scary to imagine the risks involved with coming 
back. 

CASTIEL FROST, Nevada City
Hotel concierge 

Yes. The smoke and the growing number of 100+ summer 
days get me sick and nervous. 

KAREN NORRIS, Truckee
Certifi ed public accountant/broker

This was the fi rst time I questioned my ability to live here full 
time due to the wildfi res. The stress of evacuation (including 
two horses), devastation of communities and acreage, 
[and] the unhealthiness of the air quality has left me 
wondering. Maybe a second home for retreat ... but where?

Holiday 

Gift Picks

PROMOTE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
AND SELL YOUR 
GIFT IDEAS IN 

THE NOVEMBER 
EDITION

Jump on this opportunity to attract 
more customers by featuring gift 

ideas in Moonshine Ink’s Gift Picks

email sales@moonshineink.com
deadline: October 28

Give your clients ideas for holiday 
gifts for everyone on their list.  
Submit a photo and description  
for a selected product or service.  
Published in print and online,  
including a link to your website.W

H
AT

 IT
 IS

Gift Pick feature only $149

In addition to  your 
regular November ad $99O

PT
IO

N
S
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The fi rst meeting with Jesse 
was not auspicious. There I 
was, minding my own business 
as he fi dgeted, standing 10 feet 
away from me. Suddenly he 
lunged in my direction, landing 
an earnest bite on the school 
horse I was astride. I thought, 
“Man, that horse is crazy.” 

Then of course, about a year 
later I fell in love with him.

His coat is the color of sun-
shine, which is apt because he’s 
a tumble of energy. Ornery, 
athletic, clever, mischievous — 
his character was a clash with 
most people. Before he was 5 
years old, he had had at least 
three human caregivers, and on 
the fateful day that I rode him 
for the fi rst time, he again had 
so annoyed every prospective 
rider that he had been left 
saddled and tied to a hitching 
pole for hours. I saw kind eyes 
(and if I’m honest, a challenge 
I had to accept), so I took him 
to an open fi eld dotted with 
sagebrush. Bred as a cutting 
horse, he danced between the 
silvery green landmarks with 
such ease and grace that I was 
hooked. A couple of years later, 
after a complicated process 
that is a story for another day, 
the paperwork was fi nalized.

Jesse’s issues ran deep. He 
was anxious and fl ighty; many 
of our early rides were barely 
controlled chaos. His health 
was challenged, prone as he 
was to a debilitating condi-

tion known as laminitis, and 
I was a new horse owner, so 
we fumbled our way through. 
I fervidly researched horse 
physiology and healthcare, 
experimented with various 
training philosophies, and 
soaked in the ubiquitous advice 
of other people. I worked hard 
at it because, quite simply, 
Jesse required it. 

My mother used to say that the 
teacher who challenges you will 
be the one who teaches you 
the most and you remember 
most fondly. Jesse falls into this 
camp. Animals often do (p. 42). 

The teachings Jesse brings to 
my life are innumerable and he’s 
an exacting master. He’s smart 
enough to keep me on my toes 
and ornery enough to make me 
truly earn every victory. A key 
lesson I’m learning from him 
now is that what you teach is less 
important than how you do it.

Training a horse, any animal 
really — including humans — 
can take many roads to generally 
the same place. During a clinic 
I rode in once, the renowned 
horse trainer Buck Brannaman 
said (and I paraphrase because 
at the time I was in an arena 
along with 30-plus other horses 
and riders and didn’t take notes): 
“You could teach a horse that 
swinging a chicken over your 
head means I want you to canter. 
You just have to be consistent.” 

Yet, I’m starting to see it’s not 
the end goal of a canter that’s 
the most important. Recently 
I embarked on a new-to-me 
type of training, which turns 

the basic tenets of horseman-
ship on its head. The training 
approach most people use with 
horses is negative reinforce-
ment. Basically, we shape what 
we want from them by using 
something they don’t really like 
— pressure, a whip, even harsh 
words.

Now I’m experimenting with 
positive reinforcement, guided 
by an insanely amazing teacher, 
known as Mustang Maddy, 
in which I’m shaping Jesse’s 
behavior using things he wants,  
such as food and pats. Also, he 
gets the chance to express his 
opinion about what we’re doing; 
he can even opt out.

In both types of training, there 
is a basic promise: If you do 
what I want, you’ll get rewarded. 
In one training regiment, it’s by 
relief from something you fi nd 
aversive. In the other, it’s receiv-
ing something that makes you 
happy. Which would you prefer? 
Which do you think builds a 
better relationship and deeper 
connection?

Every day, I’ve been making 
the promise that I seek to grow 
closer to Jesse. The difference 
in him has been remarkable. He 
nickers every time I walk up to 
his gate; his sense of play has 
become even keener, his anxiety 
lower, and those kind eyes 
softer. We’re not perfect, but 
we’re better. 

In life, as we all learn, it’s 
essential to keep your promises, 
but Jesse’s teaching me that 
what comes fi rst is determining 
what is behind them. 
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Time Bandit is a giclee print 
reproduction. You can fi nd it as part of 
Tina Basich Haller’s Scoliosis Warrior Art 
Collection, inspired by her daughter’s 
journey through a scoliosis diagnosis.

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Tina Basich Haller’s latest collection 
is a series of mixed media collages 
combining her daughter’s MRI images 
with vintage postcard fl owers and hand-
drawn focal point, p. 47. 
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 C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the 
second Thursday of each month. Printed 
with soy inks on recycled paper. Opinions 
and conclusions expressed are those of 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at 
moonshineink.com/members. For advertising 
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. Print 
subscriptions are $25/year at moonshineink.
com/subscribe. Stay in the know via 
moonshineink.com/enews.

Issue Deadline
Nov 11 – Dec 8 28 Oct 
Dec 9 – Jan 12 25 Nov 
Jan 13 – Feb 9 30 Dec
These are the drop-dead deadlines. 
However, if you want your submission 
considered, please send it in early.  
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

PETER SPORLEDER was lured to Tahoe 
by a teaching job in 1991. Though 
unimpressed with Tahoe topography — 
after years of exploring the East Sierra —  
he found Tahoe proved to be the mother 
lode of outdoor opportunity. He shares his 
quest to grow the mother lode of Tahoe 
tomatoes in this month’s Soul Kitchen, p. 44.

NEWSNEWS
11  |  The Enforcers

Frustrated residents see code enforcement as a lengthy process 
with slow results, but the agencies empowered to protect our area’s 
environment and public safety say this is intentional. Who is right?

OPINIONOPINION
36  |  Rifts on the Front Lines of Fire

In a bold tell-all, a veteran state firefighter blames the  
U.S. Forest Service’s mismanagement for “willful and intentional 

destruction” of California lands.

F E AT U R E S

M O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R SM O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R S

8   |   You Deserve to Know the Truth
Reporter Alex Hoeft on keeping public 
interest at the heart of all stories

H O M E  F R O N TH O M E  F R O N T

39  |   Market Watch

40  |   Risky Business 
Earthquake Authority’s got you covered.

41  |   Space It Up 
Keep mice from moving in.

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E

42  |   Animal Tales 
Navigating the loss of a beloved pet.

52  |   Feel Good 
Kings Beach finds its missing piece. 

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S 

46  |   Mountain Gazette Resurrected 
Tahoe resident breathes new life into 
classic mountain life publication.

S O U L  K I T C H E NS O U L  K I T C H E N

44  |   A Tale of Tahoe Tomatoes
A quest for tomato-growing success.

A R T S  &  C U L T U R EA R T S  &  C U L T U R E

47  |   Ahead of the Curve 
Art inspired by medical diagnosis

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R

49  |   What’s Happening?
Featured community events and 
announcements

50  |   Get Out & Go
Back in the KidZone

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S

54  |   Puzzle Page 
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;  
a challenge

55  |   Parting Shot 
Ocean Dweller

N E W SN E W S
16  |  Cyberattack Shackles Town
Cyber criminals put public records, 
emails, and building permits out of 
reach; town rebuilds IT system.

18  |  You Asked. They Answered.
The Town of Truckee tried to 
incorporate in the ’80s but the effort 
failed. Why? Answered by Kathleen 
Eagan

20  |  News Briefs
Study examines Caldor’s impact on 
Tahoe; first of its kind land management 
tool launched to help prevent 
catastrophic wildfires; more

23  |  In The Past
Truckee’s Vet Hall and Rocking Stone 
now listed on the National Register. 

26  |  Business Briefs 
Olympic Valley’s most famous resort 
gets new name; Mt. Rose announces 
expansion, wage increase, vaccine 
requirements for staff; more

T H I N K  L O C A LT H I N K  L O C A L
27  |  Treasure Trove of Transfer Fees
$30 million trickles from residential 
developments to local nonprofits.

29  |  Martis Valley Wars Led to 
Community Victories
How the geeky realm of land use 
advocacy has led to significant 
triumphs.

O P I N I O NO P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell
Have you ever considered leaving due 
to increasing wildfire activity? 

6  |  Publisher’s Note
Human learns from horse about what 
matters in the promises we make.

32  |  My Shots 
Palisades Tahoe misses the mark; 
support the return of the air show; 
Tahoe City Lodge doesn’t cut it; citizen 
enforcement is a slippery slope.

38  |  Readers Reflect 
Response to A Hall of Mirrors; more

N I P  1 1V I N T A G E  1 9

BOMBS AWAY: A helicopter drops retardant on the Dixie Fire, which reached nearly one million 
acres by 94% containment. Photo courtesy Cal Fire

DAWN ANDREONI is a lifelong student 
of practical energetics. She’s lived on both 
coasts, in between, and overseas. Living on 
the North Shore of the Lake of the Sky inspired 
her to pursue her passion for stargazing and 
astrology, p. 54. An avid traveler, Dawn is 
amazed how the simple practice of stargazing 
helps one to navigate both inner and outer 
landscapes.

MIKE ENGLISH creates Moonshine’s 
Shine On cartoons with input and help 
from the ‘shiners. One of the many 
things he says he has to work on, 
regarding response to the cartoons, is 
mistaking “Wow” as a compliment.

Did somebody say MOOOONSHINE? 
Finally captured on our super spectral-
vision camera by departing photographer 
Wade Snider, the lady of the river is a 
friendly spirit who has been spotted by 
late night bleary-eyed reporters and 
designers for 11 years. No one can sort 
out how she opened the door. 

36
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A variation of the phrase has 
appeared many times in my 

Moonshine Ink inbox: “[insert concern 
here],” then, “the public deserves to 
know about this.”

These emails (or similar phone calls) 
serve as the springboard to many stories 
I’ve written: a breakdown between 
the school district and teachers union, 
alleged mismanagement at local 
special districts, purposeful ignorance 
of state healthcare requirements ... 
I could go on.

In 2014, reporter David Bunker 
revealed the ties of Tahoe Forest 
Hospital’s then-CEO, Bob Schapper, 
with his wife’s company, contracted 
with the hospital for nearly $1 million. 
The concept of “deserve to know” was 
a baseline for the in-depth reporting 
series, as expressed in an editor’s note 
published at the time: “The public has 
a right to know whether these deci-
sions were made in the best interests 
of the public.” Ultimately, based on 
Moonshine’s reporting, Schapper’s 
hospital contract was not renewed and 
the Nevada County District Attorney’s 
offi ce launched an investigation.

The articles are still mentioned today 
in unrelated interviews, and I’ve often 
heard stories of the blood, sweat, and 
tears that went into the investigation. 
The internal back-and-forth conversa-
tions of the Moonshine reporting team 

to bring important issues to light are 
thorough. Hours and hours of research 
and conversation lead to many, many
drafts between reporter and editor(s). 
Moreover, in a small community like 
ours, reporting on touchy matters is 
diffi cult, often leading to fi ssures and 
heated emotions. Advertisers pull ads; 
readers get angry; Moonshine staff feel 
like they have targets on their backs. 

It’s not an easy task. But we don’t 
believe the diffi culties of reporting 
on such sensitive topics should stop 
us. We do believe that we must keep 
the public’s interest at the heart of all 
stories. And from the volume of emails, 
phone calls, and conversations with 
tips, praise, and critique, it seems you 
readers agree.

In late September, talk around town 
blew up regarding the tragic passing of 
Tiffany Thiele and the information she 
posted on Facebook just prior to her 
suicide. In a lengthy post, Thiele wrote 
of an alleged sexual assault and the trail 
of injustice she was struggling to deal 
with years after. Names were shared, as 
well as a picture.

No matter how you look at it, the situ-
ation is heavy with sadness and the loss 
of an incredible woman. But Moonshine
received input from people close to 
Thiele saying the full story was much 
more complex. 

“What she chose to do … is tragic but 
also is affecting many in our community 
negatively, and since it is in the public, 
I feel like more detail is necessary,” one 
person wrote to us.

Another person shared, “Though the 
story fi lls me with great sadness, I feel 
morally obligated to reach out, as the life 
of another human is at stake, a human I 
don’t know … I just don’t think the story 
is quite as told, and I would certainly 
caution you to do due diligence.”

Our 
small staff threw 
ourselves into fi nding 
the truth, making uncomfortable 
calls to discover what happened. To 
those who were willing to take our calls, 
despite the heaviness of the topic, we 
thank you. You can read our discoveries 
in A Hall of Mirrors online.

These examples relay how hard 
Moonshine Ink staff works to share 
important information, even in 
incredibly challenging and emotional 
situations. The articles we publish aren’t 
made up of slapdash information; we 
go deep. There’s a massive difference 
between the education our articles 
provide and the kiddie-pool-depth 
stories many news outlets share today. 

The work takes time. Lots and lots 
of time. That’s why we turn to our 
friends and families and neighbors, our 
community, to ask for their support. 
Moonshine Membership, which starts 

as low as $10 a month, is put directly 
toward staff digging deeper into the 
true stories of our region, into experi-
ences needing to be shared. And we 
can guarantee that the articles we write 
aren’t clouded by higher powers with 
vested interests, as Moonshine is fully 
independent.

By becoming a member, you buy us 
more resources and time to uncover the 
goings-on in North Tahoe/Truckee. Not 
as tangible (but just as important), your 
membership tells us that you believe in 
what we’re doing, that you support our 
role as journalists to share the neces-
sary information that makes this area a 
wonderful, but sometimes challenging, 
place to live.

We do what we do because we believe 
that you, dear reader, deserve to know 
the truth.  

TAHOE CITY

KINGS BEACHKINGS BEACH
INCLINE VILLAGE

TRUCKEE

Terrain background layer map data © Google 2021

AGE

Terrain background layer map data © Google 2021

DO YOU DESERVE TO KNOW?

Membership 
Update

MEMBER

shine
MOONSHINE INK

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

I SPY WITH MY LITTLE EYE: At Moonshine Ink, our 
small but mighty staff takes an in-depth look at the inner 
workings of the North Tahoe/Truckee region, for better 
or worse. Illustration by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink
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MOUNTAIN LIFE, WELLNESS & LEARNING Published  Sept. 16 
By Lindsay Simon

People pleasing is an adaptive response to an environment 
where expressing anger is not safe. But bottling up your 
emotions for the sake of keeping the peace is downright 
bad for your health.

Full story at 
moonshineink.com/wellness-learning/people-pleasing

How People Pleasing Leads to Illness

A Hall of Mirrors

Details remain hazy following the suicide of 
Tiffany Thiele, who posted rape allegations to 
Facebook the day she took her life. Thiele’s 
claims have been backed up by some and 
disputed by others, while police say no assault 
report was fi led by her.

Full story at 
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/a-hall-of-mirrors

Published Oct. 1 
By reporting teamNEWS

NEWS, ON FIRE Published Sept. 29 
By Bill Hatfi eld

Where policy meets practice, artist and author Obi 
Kaufmann and California Natural Resources Secretary 
Wade Crowfoot joined forces to examine California’s 
natural future.

Full story at 
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/a-walk-toward-the-future

A Walk Toward the Future
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The
Enforcers

A few months after Karen 
Smith’s neighbors moved in 
next door to the house she 

rents along the Truckee River on 
Riverside Drive, she began noticing 
landscaping work that worried her. 
According to Smith, in the late fall of 
2020, her neighbors began digging 
up earth near the river’s edge, cutting 
down trees, moving boulders, dump-
ing bags of soil and fertilizer near the 
water line to level off the ground, and 
installing grass in order to create an 
outdoor event space.

“I was really startled. We all care about 
rivers. I was like, ‘Man, this is crazy.’ 
If we have a high snow year, this will 
all wash down into the river and onto 
my property,” said Smith, who asked 
that her real name not be used because 
of potential litigation. “Eight workers 
were taking out trees, cutting up roots, 
putting soil in, and there were trucks of 
rocks leaving. It was so sad.”

Smith and her landlord have spent 
months writing emails and making 
phone calls in an effort to get the Town 
of Truckee, the Lahontan Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, and even U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife to stop the neighbor’s 
construction project, which was not 
permitted and violates several of the 
agencies’ ordinances, including grading 
after mid-October. Yet Smith and her 
landlord have both been frustrated with 
the slow pace of enforcement.

“No one was able to stop them in time,” 
Smith said. “I feel like they are doing 
their best, but a lack of resources and 

especially with the massive infl ux of 
people coming from outside of moun-
tain culture, there needs to be a lot 
more education and resources. It seems 
like everyone cares, but they are not 
able to react fast enough. It’s too little 
too late. The whole thing was built by 
the time they reacted.”

Code compliance often appears slow 
and cumbersome to the public, but 
the slow progression is by design, say 
public agency offi cials. The overarching 
goal of the six agencies Moonshine Ink
spoke with is to fi x the problem, not 
to punish violators unless the problem 
threatens the environment or life safety. 
This philosophy creates a process that to 
many observers does not act fast enough 
to stop bad actors, but agency offi cials 
say a gentle nudge rather than a slap gets 
the best results without spending limited 
staff time and money on lengthy legal 
battles. But to people complaining about 
problem properties, action by these code 
enforcers often comes too late, prompt-
ing community members to question if 
local agencies are really doing enough to 
stop violators who threaten our environ-
ment and fi re safety.

Town of TruckeeTown of Truckee
Like most agencies and municipalities, 
the Town of Truckee’s code compli-
ance is complaint driven. At any one 
time, the town has about 100 to 150 
complaints in the queue, according to 
Community Development Director 
Denyelle Nishimori, with the main com-
plaint being about garbage. The town 

has one full-time and one part-time 
code compliance offi cer, and another 
devoted to short-term rentals. The town 
prioritizes complaints that have to do 
with life safety and community issues, 
such as water quality.

The fi rst step for town staff when they 
receive a complaint is to contact the 
property owners to fi nd out if they were 
aware of the regulations. For something 
like unpermitted grading in a fl oodplain, 
the town and the property owners 
develop a plan to fi x the issue. Although 
Nishimori said she could not discuss 
an active code case like the one on 
Riverside Drive, she gave an example of 
a property that had done unpermitted 
grading along Alder Creek to create a 
wedding site. The town and Lahontan 
required the property owners to take 
out the grass and revegetate the area 
and pay for a grading permit.

The town has a variety of tools at its 
disposal, everything from fi nes (which 
start at $100) to notice of violations 
(which creates a title restriction), to 
taking people to court. 

“We usually say ‘Here is the process.’ We 
give lots of advance warning. It can go 
to daily fi nes but we haven’t gotten past 
$500 a day before we get quick compli-
ance,” Nishimori said. “The process is 
probably slower than what people would 
like to see. But the philosophy of the 
town is that we work toward compliance 
versus what other jurisdictions do, which 
is no-tolerance code enforcement work.”

Nishimori admits that the code compli-
ance department does not have the 

capacity for outreach. If the community 
wanted the town to be more proactive 
with educating residents about regula-
tions, that would take a vote by the town 
council and require additional funding.

“Our approach is to support the com-
munity,” she said. “A lot of times people 
do things without knowing because they 
don’t know the development code or 
they lived somewhere else where that 
was okay. We haven’t got to the point 
where the council has said we want you 
to be more aggressive in your approach.”

Lahontan Regional Water Lahontan Regional Water 
Quality Control BoardQuality Control Board
Lahontan’s Basin Plan, the water quality 
protection plan for the region, does not 
allow the dischargement of waste or cer-
tain types of activities, like developing a 
wedding site, within the Truckee River’s 
100-year fl oodplain. This is because in 
the event of a 100-year storm event, the 
river could cover the landscaped area, 
dragging sediment, fertilizer, and other 
objects back into the water. 

If Lahontan fi nds a project is in 
violation of the Basin Plan, the agency 
issues an enforcement letter or notice of 
violation outlining corrective action the 
property owner must take, along with a 
deadline. If that doesn’t work, the next 
step involves attorneys from Lahontan’s 
Offi ce of Enforcement in Sacramento 
who can issue a cleanup and abatement 
order. If the property owner still doesn’t 
comply, Lahontan is authorized to fi ne 

NEWS

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o d e  c o m p l i a n c e  i s  a 
s l o w  p r o c e s s  t h a t  c a n  b e  f r u s t r a t i n g , 

b u t  a g e n c i e s  s a y  t h e y  g e t  r e s u l t s ; 
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a r e  d o u b t f u l

FIRE HAZARD: Since the beginning of the summer, John Radebold has been pressuring the North Tahoe Fire Protection 
District and Placer County to get his neighbor to clean up construction debris and pine needle piles that have been sitting 
on the Kings Beach property for years. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

BY MELISSA SIIG
Special to Moonshine Ink

See ENFORCERS p. 12
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people up to $10,000 a day or $1,000 
per gallon of sediment. But that doesn’t 
happen very often.

“We very seldom have to go to a mon-
etary fi ne,” said Ben Letton, Lahontan 
assistant executive offi cer. “It’s a very 
onerous process to bring an administra-
tive civil liability [monetary fi ne] to the 
board. We don’t want to do that. It takes 
a lot of time and resources; we have to 
involve attorneys. We would rather not 
go there. We frontload our efforts into 
the informal enforcement process.”

According to Letton, even if Lahontan 
had discovered the Truckee River viola-
tion soon after construction started this 
past winter, it would not have allowed 
the property owner to restore the area 
until grading season began on April 
15. According to Smith, Lahontan was 
notifi ed of the illegal construction in 
February. But it wasn’t until July 29 that 
Lahontan issued a notice of violation 
and gave the property owners one 
month to take corrective action, which 
involves removing terracing, steps, and 
fl agstones. Because the property owner 
could not get a surveyor out in time, 
Lahontan has given them an extension. 

The property owners declined to speak 
with Moonshine for this story. However, 
their lawyer, John Downing, said the 
couple did not change the grade of 
the slope to the river and only put in 
railroad ties to maintain the existing 
grade, removed trash from the river, and 
moved rocks to create a wall separating 
their property from Smith’s yard. 

“They did not know they needed 
permits,” Downing said of his clients. 
“It was only in reaction to complaints 
that made the town come out, then 
Lahontan came out and the Army Corp 
of Engineers came out and said they 
needed to remove rocks.”

Letton disputes that characterization. 
“In order to create this retaining wall 
and put elevations in place, they would 
have had to change the grading of the 
property,” he said. “Maybe the attorney 
thinks grading is only what can be 
done with equipment or a bulldozer, 
but we consider when you change the 
elevational profi le of the property or 
stream bank where you are cutting into 
a stream bank in one location and fi lling 
it, that is grading activity.”

Lahontan currently has three to 
four other similar cases along the 
Truckee River.

Letton said that Lahontan fi elds about 
a dozen new complaints per month, 
with about 20 staff members in Tahoe 
who can do fi rst level code enforcement, 
and three for the Truckee River. Letton 
acknowledges that Lahontan’s process 
is not expeditious, but the agency’s large 
jurisdiction — 570 miles long and 33,131 
square miles — makes it impossible to 
constantly patrol local violations. 

“We rely more on education and also 
deterrence,” he wrote in an email. “We 
don’t have the staff resources to be 
patrolling Truckee looking for violations, 
so we rely on fi eld presence when we do 
inspections on permitted sites and also 
responding to citizen complaints.”

Tahoe Regional Tahoe Regional 
Planning AgencyPlanning Agency
According to TRPA spokesman Jeff 
Cowen, the agency, which oversees 
environmental issues within the Tahoe 

Basin, rarely resorts to fi ning property 
owners unless they refuse to correct 
the violation. In that case, the next step 
would be a cease-and-desist order, and 
the TRPA can fi ne people up to $5,000 
per instance per day. 

The agency had to do just that this 
summer when they discovered that 
Action Water Sports of Incline Village, 
a concessionaire at the Hyatt Regency 
Lake Tahoe, had placed 13 additional 
buoys in the lake without permits. 
Although the TRPA had the right to 
charge Action Water Sports $5,000 
per buoy per day for the three months 
they were in the water, the TRPA 
reached a settlement agreement in 
which the owner had to remove the 
buoys and pay $100,000.

“There was no need to charge an 
exorbitant number,” Cowen said. “We 
want the issue to be corrected and 
stopped immediately.”

The TRPA has two boats patrolling the 
lake all summer, as well as three site 
inspectors — one for the North Shore, 
another for South Lake — and a forest 
inspector for tree removal permits.

Cowen stresses that while getting 
compliance with some violations — like 
buoys — is a slow process, the TRPA 
moves fast on ones that threaten public 
safety or the environment. 

“It’s kind of as fast as it needs to be 
because these are not violations of public 
health and safety,” he said. “Once they 
stop, the whole impact is gone. The ones 
we are more interested in and getting a 

ENFORCERS from p. 11
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A LOT OF TIMES PEOPLE DO THINGS WITHOUT 
KNOWING BECAUSE THEY DON’T KNOW 
THE DEVELOPMENT CODE OR THEY LIVED 

SOMEWHERE ELSE WHERE THAT WAS OKAY.”

~ DENYELLE NISHIMORI, TRUCKEE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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LENGTHY PROCESS: John Radebold was shocked that North Tahoe Fire seemed to lack 
the power to get his neighbor to clean up his Kings Beach property in a timely fashion. 
“I was very surprised that they wouldn’t follow up because they are men and women on 
the front lines; they know better than anybody,” he said. “They are the experts so why 
don’t they have enforcement?” Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

See ENFORCERS p. 14
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NEWS 

really rapid response on is tree removal, 
grading, and pollution because these 
impacts can continue on for a long time.”

Real Estate DisclosuresReal Estate Disclosures
Molly Jones, the landlord who owns 
the house that Smith rented next 
door to the unpermitted landscapers 
on Riverside Drive, wishes there 
was more public outreach by these 
agencies, and that fi nes were steeper 
and came faster for violations.

“I personally feel that if fi nes were 
high enough to deter homeowners 
and were made very clear in disclo-
sures, it would have a bigger impact,” 
said Jones, a semi-retired real estate 
broker who also asked that her real 
name not be used because of the 
potential litigation. “Fines of $10,000 
to $20,000 don’t faze people who 
want the perfect riverfront yard. They 
should send out letters to existing 
owners now, stop them before they 
start a project without necessary 
permits and engineering.” 

In fact, while real estate agents are 
required to direct buyers to all state 
and local disclosures —including 
the Natural Hazard Disclosure 
(fl oodplains are an example) — the 
onus is on the buyer, who must sign 
documents stating they have read 
and understood all the disclosures, 
to be informed.

“We steer them to different code enforc-
ers like the county or HOA or whatever 
CC&Rs [covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions] spell out as their authority 
over the property,” said Charlene Gamet, 
Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors presi-
dent, noting that purchase agreements 
are 53 pages long. “We don’t specifi cally 
tell them you can’t do this or that.”

If it were the real estate agent’s respon-
sibility to be sure the homeowner 
knew about every code covering their 
property, Gamet said, it would open 
realtors to liability.

“We are giving them all the material, 
they have to take it upon themselves 

to understand it,” she said. “I am 
not going to tell them what they can 
and can’t do. I am going to tell them, 
‘Here is who you need to talk to.’”

For Jones’ tenant, enforcement by 
Lahontan and the town came too late. 
Due to a contentious relationship 
with the neighbors that developed 
over the construction project, Smith 
is moving out at the beginning of 
October. But Jones is doubtful if 
anything could have prevented the 
bad blood between neighbors.

“It probably would have happened 
anyway,” she said.

Truckee Fire Truckee Fire 
Protection DistrictProtection District
Some of the local agencies that require 
real estate disclosures and inspections 
include the Truckee Fire Protection 
District. Its most recent disclosure, 
passed in 2019, is the escrow ordi-
nance, which requires a defensible 
space inspection on the property at 
escrow (the seller’s responsibility), 
and the buyer has to acknowledge 
purchasing property in a very high fi re 
severity zone. The district’s defensible 
space ordinance was enacted in 2012.

Violating the district’s defensible space 
ordinance is punishable as a misde-
meanor or infraction. Truckee Fire 
also has the right to mitigate violations 
on its own, meaning the district can go 
onto a property and abate the hazard, 
and attach the bill to the property’s 
tax rolls. But, as with the town and 
Lahontan, Truckee Fire rarely resorts 
to fi ning violators, preferring to get 
compliance through education.

“Penalties don’t end up being the 
best way to spend our resources,” 
said Truckee Fire Marshall Kevin 
McKechnie, noting that the fi re district 
has to prosecute its own cases, not the 
district attorney. “Our resources are 
fi nite. We get more bang for our buck 
working on public outreach.”

Too SlowToo Slow??
To someone who is living next door to 
a fi re hazard, however, the slow pace 
of enforcement can be unnerving, 
especially in light of the massive fi res 
occurring near Tahoe at this time. 
John Radebold has been concerned 
about his neighbor’s two properties 
ever since he bought his Kings Beach 
home 10 years ago. According to 
Radebold, the neighboring property 
contains piles of construction debris 
and three massive heaps of pine 
needles that he estimates to be each 
5 feet high by 4 feet wide and 10 feet 
long, that have been accumulating 
for years. Radebold even offered to 
help split the costs of cleaning up the 

BUSTED: Town of Truckee Code Compliance Offi cer Caitlan Safford holds up a red 
tag stop work order, which can be placed on properties that are in violation of the 
town’s environmental codes. To get violators to comply with codes, the town has the 
authority to charge fi nes starting at $100, issue notice of violations (which creates a title 
restriction), and red tag a property with a stop work order. Courtesy photo  

FINING THE FLOATIES: Although the TRPA rarely fi nes property owners unless they refuse to correct the 
violation, this summer the agency fi ned Action Water Sports of Incline Village $100,000 for placing 
13 illegal buoys in Lake Tahoe for three months. Photo by Becca Loux/Moonshine Ink

ENFORCERS from p. 12

“THIS CONTINUES TO BLEED INTO PUBLIC 
SENTIMENT THAT OUR GOVERNMENT DOESN’T 
REALLY CARE; IT’S JUST ANOTHER LOOPHOLE.”

~ ALEXIS OLLAR, MAP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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properties but his neighbor, 
who rents out the two homes, 
declined.

“It seems like after a period 
of time, especially with such 
egregious things like this 
behind me, [the North Tahoe 
Fire Protection District] 
would do something,” said 
Radebold, who started fi ling 
complaints with North Tahoe 
Fire at the beginning of the 
summer. “As things got worse 
and worse with fi res all over 
the state, I said, ‘Jesus, this 
is crazy.’ So I said I will work 
with the system.”

But like many people, 
Radebold found the system 
to be slow. After complaining 
to both North Tahoe Fire 
and Placer County, he fi nally 
did a public records request 
from the fi re district and 
discovered that his neighbor’s 
four Kings Beach properties 
have each received a notice 
of violation and an order to 
abate hazardous vegetation 
and combustible material, 
and that one property had 
three notices from Cal Fire 
dating back to 2018 to do 
defensible space work, the 
most recent one from July 29 
of this year. North Tahoe Fire 
will re-inspect the proper-
ties in 30 days, and if no 
corrective actions are taken, 
the property owner will be 
referred to Placer County for 
enforcement of violations, 

according to an email from 
the fi re district to Radebold.

Placer County fi nes start at 
$100 when the homeowner 
has not complied with multiple 
requests to fi x the problem.

According to North Tahoe 
Fire, the district did not have 
the ability to enforce defensible 
space standards until the adop-
tion of a state code in 2020 
that requires defensible space 
within 100 feet of homes, 
and Placer County’s Hazard 
Vegetation and Combustible 
Material Ordinance, passed in 
May 2020. 

Now the district reports that 
Radebold’s neighbor has 
made substantial progress on 
the items that were noted in 
the complaint.  

“The work is still in process, 
but it is a good example 
that the system works, and 
why we like to focus on 
education and encouraging 
property owners to do the 
work even when inspect-
ing and notifying through 
enforcement channels,” 
wrote NTFPD spokeswoman 
Erin Holland.

But some advocacy groups 
worry that agencies are not 
acting fast enough to stop code 
violations, with long-term impli-
cations both on the ground and 
in terms of public trust.

“We are seeing code enforce-
ment laws that are not 
effective and not quick enough 
to address the issues and the 
impacts,” said Alexis Ollar, 
Mountain Area Preservation 
executive director. “This 
continues to bleed into public 
sentiment that our government 
doesn’t really care; it’s just 
another loophole.”

While agencies must walk the 
tightrope between cracking 
down on code violators to 
stop potentially hazardous 
activities and giving property 
owners time to fi x the issue, 
Ollar does not believe that 
local agencies have achieved 
this balancing act. Ollar 
points to Coburn Crossing 
as an example. Last year, 
MAP started hearing that 
the development, which was 
supposed to be dedicated 
to local workforce housing, 
was renting to people out of 
the area. Ollar said it took 
almost a year to get the 
town to do an audit, which 
revealed that 17 units were 
being rented to non-locals.

“I want to see action and 
that’s what the community 
wants, what residents 
want,” she said. “But too 
often with government we 
are waiting. We want to 
see action because we care 
about this place.” 

CLEAN UP OR ELSE: The Town of Truckee worked with a 
property owner to remove a transient camp on their property, 
which included cleaning up debris and trash. Trash is not only 
unsightly but can be a fi re hazard in the summer. Courtesy 
photo
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In the early morning hours of July 
22, the Town of Truckee’s manager, 
Jennifer Callaway, learned from 
a member of the town’s IT staff, 
Kimberly English, that the town’s 
IT system was breached and being 
attacked.  

“The breach did not happen by 
clicking on a link in an email; it was 
a variant of malware that mines for 
passwords and once a password is 
obtained, infi ltrates into the sys-
tem,” Callaway told Moonshine Ink
in a later email.

Staff members quickly shut down 
the entire IT system and activated 
the town’s Emergency Operations 
Center. Internet capabilities were 
gone, historic records and emails 
were blocked, and requests could 
not be fulfi lled, Callaway said.

Investigators directed people 
involved not to comment about 
the attack right away. At the town 
council’s regular second monthly 
meeting on Sept. 28, Callaway gave 
her fi rst public account. “You don’t 
realize how paralyzing this is until 
you go through it,” she said. 

The cyberattack was an infec-
tion of malware that disables or 
encrypts an IT system, rendering 
it unusable. It’s a trend: Bad 
actors from overseas and within 
the U.S. have been launching 
similar attacks, often demanding 
money in exchange for freeing up 
the software or information. Such 
ransomware incidents multiplied 
by 300% last year, and the dollar 
amounts of demands have risen, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 

The attacks have resulted in 
temporary ceasing of operations 
for many organizations, as one 

did this spring when a breach 
similar to the Town of Truckee’s 
led to a precautionary shutdown 
of a network in one of the nation’s 
largest pipelines, Colonial Pipeline. 
The incident caused gas shortages 
and high gas prices across the East, 
according to reporting by National 
Public Radio. That attack happened 
through a leaked account password, 
according to Bloomberg.com. In 
May this year, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority of New 
York announced a cyberattack had 
exposed vulnerabilities in its system 

without forcing a shutdown of 
services, according to the New 
York Times.

In her 10-minute, pre-written 
report, Truckee town manager 
Callaway described how in the 
morning after the attack, employ-
ees plugged away despite having 
none of their regular work tools: 
no computers, internet access, or 
recent records. 

“Town staff responded immediately 
and effectively by shutting down 
the town’s IT network completely, 
literally pulling cords,” she said. 
“This included all of our phones, 
access to data, and our access to all 
that exists behind our fi rewall. All 
of that was shut down.”

Truckee Mayor Anna Klovstad 
later affi rmed the hard work in an 
email to Moonshine Ink. “It has 
been more diffi cult on staff than 
anyone outside the organization 
can really comprehend,” Klovstad 
said. “Just try to imagine being shut 
out of all your email and work fi les 
completely and you still have to do 
your job.” 

The town’s insurance provider was 
contacted, Callaway said, and they 
assembled their response team. 
“The response team provided us 
with instructions and recommenda-
tions on how to move forward,” she 
said. The town notifi ed the FBI, 
the California Offi ce of Emergency 
Services, and other public entities 
that have experienced similar events. 

BY LAURA READ 
Moonshine Ink

HELD HOSTAGE: Early in the morning on July 22, Town of Truckee staff members learned 
the town’s IT system had been hacked. Details were released publicly at the Sept. 28 town 
council meeting. Photo by Rawf8/Shutterstock.com

 NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS

DISRUPTED: Many of the town’s digital fi les, including public records and past emails, weren’t yet available at press time after the cyberattack. 
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Investigators of the town 
incident either do not know 
yet, or will not reveal, who 
precipitated the attack. 
Answering questions that 
stemmed from public 
rumors that a ransom 
was paid, Callaway told 
Moonshine Ink, “We are not 
at liberty to discuss that 
much at this point.” 

As tough as the situation 
has been for staff members, 
it also shackled the work of 
some residents and employ-
ees. For example: builders 
who’d applied for permits for 
houses, decks, and additions 
found their applications 
stalled; people searching 
historical records hit blank 
holes; employees could not 
access emails of the past.

Town employees hesitated 
to say much about the 
incident in the early days of 
the enforcement agencies’ 
investigations. This impacted 
people needing services. 

“There was zero transpar-
ency,” said Michael Douglas, 
a draftsperson who was 
already frustrated by long 
building department delays 

that had evolved during 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
as people moved to town, 
bought houses, and sched-
uled improvements. 

“There is a short window for 
prime construction weather 
in Truckee,” he said. “The 
cyberattack happened at the 
worst possible time. There 
should have been a little 
bit more communication/
leniency ... Projects that 
were supposed to be under 
construction this year got 
pushed to next year.” 

The town worked through 
the backlog and began 
accepting permit applica-
tions again on Aug. 23, 
according to Callaway.

Her report addressed the 
community frustration. 
“With an abundance of 
caution, as we move to the 
recovering and rebuilding 
efforts, we have not been 
able to be as transparent as 
we normally would, or we’d 
like to be — as transparent 
as our community expects 
and deserves,” she said. “So, 
we apologize for that. But 
I have to say that my fi rst 

obligation is to make sure 
our town is protected, and 
our town assets are pro-
tected, and that’s what we’ve 
been focused on the last 
couple of months as we’ve 
been recovering, rebuilding, 
and restoring.”

The town lost access to 
valuable information, 
“[including] permits that 
had been submitted and 
those that were in the review 
process,” Callaway said. “In 
response, staff rebuilt the 
entire permit queue and all 
the permit fi les by working 
directly with applicants and 
our third-party plan review 
fi rms. We were only recently 
able to recover the data 
and we are now caught up 
with resubmittal ... We are 
approximating about six 
weeks behind in that pro-
cess. We’re working hard to 
bring on additional staff to 
reduce turnaround times.”

Public records were also 
affected. “We have several 
pending public records 
requests, many of which we 
cannot fi ll at this point,” she 
said. “We are still working to 
bring Laserfi che back, which 
contains the majority of 
the town’s historical docu-
ments. Once this is restored, 
which we expect to be [in] 
approximately three weeks, 
we can begin to process the 
requests we have.”

Some data will remain 
permanently out of reach, 
including staff emails writ-
ten before the attack. “At 
this point it doesn’t appear 
we’ll be able to restore our 
legacy emails or emails 
prior to about a month 
ago,” Callaway said. “That 
particular server, which con-
tained Microsoft exchange, 
was impacted with a mali-
cious piece of malware, and 
it’s been recommended by 
our forensic investigators 
that we don’t turn that on 
at the risk of spreading that 

further into our system. 
That could change in the 
future, but this is what we 
know as of today.” 

Council members approved 
spending a total $1.13 
million to recover from 
the attack and upgrade the 
town’s IT system to meet 
the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology 
Cyber Security Framework. 
About $262,000 was for 
remediation and forensic 
investigation covered 
through insurance, accord-
ing to a staff report, and 
the rest was for software 
rebuilding and purchase, 
backup solutions, net-
working, and other costs. 
Expenses not covered by 
insurance will come from 
the town’s general fund and 

enterprise fund (building 
and safety, parking, transit, 
and solid waste), according 
to the staff report. It stated 
the town was already in pro-
cess and had allocated some 
funding for an IT upgrade 
before the attack. The town 
hired cybersecurity experts 
from the company ePlus to 
guide the rebuilding process.

Callaway said the town is 
moving forward at a good 
pace. “We’re now two 
months and a few days 
post breach, and while 
the past few months have 
been incredibly challeng-
ing — and I can’t stress 
that enough — at this 
point we’ve been able to 
build new security systems, 
recover our data, and restore 
many of our systems.” 

 NEWS NEWS
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The Department of Justice recently created a website, 
stopransomware.gov, to help cyberattack victims 
recover. “Roughly $350 million in ransom was paid 
to malicious cyber actors in 2020, a more than 300% 
increase from the previous year,” the site reports. 
“Further, there have already been multiple notable 
ransomware attacks in 2021, and despite making 
up roughly 75% of all ransomware cases, attacks 
on small businesses often go unnoticed. Like most 
cyberattacks, ransomware exploits the weakest link.”

Stopransomware.gov recommends taking the 
following steps to help prevent a cyberattack:
• Update software and operating systems with 

the latest patches. Outdated applications and 
operating systems are the target of most attacks.

• Never click on links or open attachments in 
unsolicited emails.

• Back up data on a regular basis. Keep it on a 
separate device and store it offl ine.

• Follow safe practices when using devices that 
connect to the Internet.

WE ARE NOT AT LIBERTY TO DISCUSS 
THAT MUCH AT THIS POINT.”

~ JENNIFER CALLAWAY, TRUCKEE TOWN MANAGER, 
ON WHETHER THE TOWN PAID A RANSOM
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HIGH RISK: Opponents, which included Truckee Fire and the airport district, highlighted the dangers of fi nancial failure in the run-up to the 1986 election. Newspaper clippings courtesy Sierra Sun

INCORPORATION INSIGHT

I HEARD THE TOWN OF TRUCKEE TRIED TO 
INCORPORATE IN THE ’80S BUT THE EFFORT 
FAILED. WHY WAS THAT? WHAT CAN 
WE LEARN FROM THE FAILURE? AND ITS 
ULTIMATE SUCCESS?
It turns out Truckee has a long history of fl irting 
with incorporation. The fi rst mention was in a short 
headline in an 1869 issue of the Montana Post — 
“Truckee, Nevada (sic) Wants to Incorporate.” 
Wow! Since that mention there have been perhaps 
another eight serious investigations, several of 
which made it to the ballot. None were successful 
until 1992. But the push to incorporate reached a 
fever pitch during the 1980s, culminating in a vote 
on the November ballot of 1986. 

The fundamental issues underpinning the 1986 
desire to incorporate centered on two things: 
the belief that Nevada County was out of touch 

with interests of the Truckee community and that 
the county was receiving more locally generated 
revenue than it was delivering back in the form of 
services. Particular areas of dissatisfaction were 
the level of service from Nevada County in snow 
removal, road maintenance, and land use planning. 

Proponents and opponents established their 
positions along the question of fi scal solvency 
and formed two groups. The Town of Truckee 
Independence Committee (TTIC) saw that 
incorporation was fi nancially feasible and that it 
was time for Truckee to manage its own destiny. 
Concerned Citizens Against Incorporation 
believed the risks of fi nancial failure were too high 
and the town would bankrupt itself. Both groups 
were highly organized and vocal. 

Reading the Sierra Sun prior to the vote reveals a 
contentious atmosphere overshadowing the entire 
campaign.  

FINANCIAL FEASIBLITY
A consultant study commissioned by the TTIC 
showed the town to be fi nancially feasible. Further, 
proponents claimed the study to be very conserva-
tive in that it understated revenue and overstated 
costs in some areas. Opponents raised concerns 
about the ability of the town to cover the cost to 
fi ght wildfi res, the cost to pay for snow removal 
if we had a run of several big winters, the cost to 
repair deteriorating roads, and the ability to obtain 
suffi cient liability insurance. Nevada County 
claimed it would lose $3.5 million over two years 

and would have to lay off 60 people in Truckee if 
incorporation passed. Proponents acknowledged 
there would be a loss of revenue to the county as it 
was spending less in Truckee than it was receiving in 
revenue, but also said that county personnel would 
be hired by the town and no jobs would be lost.

In sum, each side was presenting confl icting 
fi nancial information and the voters were left to 
decide what was accurate. 

CONSOLIDATION
Another issue was a bit more under the surface: 
consolidation of the special districts under the 
jurisdiction of the town. Consolidation was not 
part of the 1986 incorporation proposal. The 
consultant said incorporation would not have any 
effect on existing special districts and that the 
town “would co-exist with them.” Yet, an earlier 
1976 study by a different consultant recommended 
consolidation of the public utility and sanitary 
districts into the town and that the town had the 
option of deciding to start its own fi re and recre-
ation departments. This would certainly have had 
an effect on those districts.  

So while incorporation proponents did not propose 
consolidation, it is possible that the vestige of the 
earlier study and conversations about consolidation 
remained in the minds of opponents and voters. 
Some special districts openly opposed incorpora-
tion. The Truckee Fire Protection District was 
particularly outspoken. They took out full page ads 
in the Sierra Sun (see middle image on preceding 

 NEWS

Being the only incorporated municipality in 
Moonshine Ink’s coverage area, the Town of 
Truckee’s local control is the envy of neigh-
boring towns. But it was far from a certain 
thing. The town’s fi rst mayor, Kathleen Eagan, 
takes us back to where it all began. 

~ Mayumi Elegado/Moonshine Ink
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page) and sent mailers to voters recommending a 
“No” vote.

TWO LAWSUITS
Both the airport district and a group of Donner 
Lake homeowners fi led suit to remove Truckee 
incorporation from the ballot. They claimed the 
incorporation proposal included them within the 
town boundaries against their will. In addition, 
Tahoe Donner Homeowners Association attorneys 
fi led a “friend of the court” brief alleging CEQA 
violations because of concerns that subdivision 
snow removal and other services would suffer 
under incorporation. Both lawsuits were dismissed 
by Nevada County Superior Court Judge Frank 
Francis. Yet, the concerns remained.

In short, the debates were fi erce and the dialogue 
sometimes tainted by personal attacks. In the three 
weeks before the election, the Sierra Sun was full 
of ads both for and against incorporation. The 
paper was thick with Letters to the Editor … many 
acrimonious. Emotions ran high. Like an intense 
wildfi re that creates its own destructive weather, 
the debate taking place among the proponents, 
opponents, special districts, and the county had 
created a fi restorm that ultimately left the large 
number of undecided voters confused and not 
knowing where to land. In the fi nal days leading up 
to that election, fear, uncertainty, and doubt tipped 
the scales toward the “No” vote.

The vote was 53% against and 47% for.

Despite the defeat, proponents stated they had 
accomplished a lot; the issues were now at the 
forefront. A leader of the opposition said, “It will 
happen in time. Now just wasn’t that time.” And 
Nevada County established an Eastern Nevada 
County Planning Commission in an effort to give a 
local voice to land use planning decisions. Was this a 
fi rst glimpse of the possibility of coming together? 

WHY WAS THE 1992 INCORPORATION 
EFFORT SUCCESSFUL?
There were a number of factors in play. First, 
despite setting up an Eastern Nevada County 
Planning Commission (ECPC) to guide develop-
ment in Truckee, the Nevada County Board of 
Supervisors decided to overturn a unanimous 

decision by the local ECPC to deny approval 
of a Kmart at the junction of I-80 and Truckee 
Way, next to the cemetery. This decision, made in 
1987, was the spark that re-ignited the desire for 
self-control. 

Also, the approach was different this time. 
Planning for Tomorrow in Truckee (PTT), a newly 
formed committee studying incorporation, worked 
collaboratively with Nevada County and the 
county’s Local Agency Formation Commission 
to hire a consultant to assess fi nancial feasibility. 
All fi gures used in the study were mutually agreed 
upon. PTT took no position on incorporation 
until it was clear from the fi scal analysis that 
incorporation was fi nancially feasible. A survey 
conducted by PTT showed people were satisfi ed 
with the level of service provided by the special 
districts, diminishing concern over the risk of 
consolidation. In addition, PTT made serious 

efforts to fi nd mutually agreeable solutions to 
the litany of fears raised in 1986. As examples, 
the fi nancial risk of the cost to fi ght wildfi res 
was mitigated by securing a fee agreement with 
Cal Fire to cover those costs; and it was agreed 
to exclude the airport district from the town 
boundaries.   

With this open and collaborative spirit, no orga-
nized opposition developed. The incorporation 
measure passed in November 1992 with a vote 
of 73% for and 27% against. Of note, the other 
decision on the ballot was whether to call the new 
municipality a “Town” or a “City.” “Town” won by a 
vote of 83% to 17%.

Thanks to Greg Zirbel and Chaun Owens-Mortier 
of the Truckee Donner Historical Society for pro-
viding primary source information for this article.

~ Kathleen Eagan, Truckee’s fi rst mayor  
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INDEPENDENT MINDED: Proponents of incorporation in 1986 said it was time for the town to manage its own destiny. Newspaper 
clippings courtesy Sierra Sun
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1 Sierra Watch Secures Court 
Precedent Further Protecting Lake 
Tahoe
SACRAMENTO
The California Third District Court of 
Appeals took action in September that 
could have major implications for new 
development proposed in the Tahoe Sierra. 
The court granted Sierra Watch’s request for 
partial publication of its August decisions 
over Alterra Mountain Company’s proposed 
development in North Tahoe, thereby 
securing the conservationists’ win as legal 
precedent.

For decades, development in the Tahoe 
Basin, as defi ned as the watershed of 
Lake Tahoe, has been highly regulated, 
monitored by the bi-state Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency to ensure that new 
projects do not harm the lake’s famously 
blue waters. Projects just outside the Tahoe 
Basin, however, do not fall under that juris-
diction even though they can have a major 
impact on the lake. Such is the case for 
Alterra’s proposed development in Olympic 
Valley. Because snowmelt in the valley does 
not fl ow into the lake but instead into the 
Truckee River, land use decision-making 
authority falls exclusively to Placer County, 
not the TRPA. 

Traffi c from Alterra’s proposed develop-
ment, however, would pour into the Tahoe 
Basin, adding more than 1,000 new daily 
car trips to Tahoe’s traffi c — each car 
contributing the pollutants which would 
cloud the lake and rob it of its clarity. 

In its case against Alterra’s project, 
Sierra Watch argued that the California 
Environmental Quality Act required vigor-
ous review of potential impacts on the lake.     

Alterra countered that there was no need 
to review potential impacts because the 
project “did not propose development in 
the Tahoe Basin.” 

The court agreed with Sierra Watch, 
writing in its decision, “Lake Tahoe is a 
unique and signifi cant environmental 
resource” that merits special emphasis in 
environmental review; and review must 

“determine whether the project’s impacts 
on Lake Tahoe and the Basin were poten-
tially signifi cant — not simply summarize, 
and then declare inapplicable, another 
agency’s framework for evaluating these 
types of issues.” 

~ Sierra Watch press release

2 Local Organizations Team Up to 
Protect Truckee Open Space
TRUCKEE
After 34 years of land use controversy, 
conservationists have struck a deal with 
private property owners to buy 290 acres 
at the eastern edge of Truckee, known as 
Canyon Springs, thus creating permanently 
protected open space.

Truckee Donner Land Trust, Mountain 
Area Preservation, the Martis Fund, and 
SOS Glenshire are teaming up to preserve 
this property forever, but need to raise 
$11.6 million by Dec. 15 to succeed in their 
conservation efforts. With a lead grant of 
$6 million from the Martis Fund and $3.9 
million in conservation funds from MAP 
and the land trust, the organizations are 
kicking off a capital campaign with $9.9 
million secured. An additional $1.7 million 
needs to be raised by mid-December. 
Learn about the campaign and how you 
can help: mountainareapreservation.org/
canyon-springs 

~ MAP newsletter

3 TART Connect Transit Program 
Extends Into Fall
INCLINE VILLAGE
Following the success of the TART Connect 
micro-transit pilot project this summer, the 
Incline Village Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau is 
extending the program to run until Dec. 9. 
TART Connect provided more than 45,000 
rides in its seven weeks of operation, with 
95% of riders saying they would recom-
mend the service to friends.

IVCBVB is investing up to $100,000 to 
continue TART Connect operations in 
Incline Village and Crystal Bay, while the 

League to Save Lake Tahoe has committed 
$30,000 to support the project. As a result 
of the funding, the service will operate 
seven days a week, offering free curb-to-
curb rides from 8 a.m. to 12 a.m.

In addition to IVCBVB, funding and 
operational support for TART Connect is 
provided by Placer County, the Truckee 
North Tahoe Transportation Management 
Association, Squaw Downtowner, and the 
Tahoe Transportation District. 

TART Connect operates in three zones in 
the North Lake Tahoe area: Incline Village 
and Crystal Bay, Dollar Hill to Tahoma, and 
Tahoe Vista to the state line at Kings Beach. 

~ IVCBVB press release

4 New Study Examines Caldor 
Fire’s Impact on Lake Tahoe, Soil 
Burn Map Released
TAHOE, PLACERVILLE
Even as fl ames from the Caldor Fire threat-
ened Tahoe, scientifi c research efforts were 
already underway to learn how the historic 
blaze was impacting Lake Tahoe’s water 
quality and clarity. At the end of August, 
scientists from the bi-state Tahoe Science 
Advisory Council launched a rapid response 
scientifi c study to gather samples of smoke 
and ashfall from the Caldor Fire. That 
real-time data gathering is now supporting 
investigations into changes in algae growth, 
the presence of clarity-diminishing particles, 
and other ecological dynamics at play in 
the lake. The League to Save Lake Tahoe 
is the project’s lead funder, with additional 
support provided by the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency, the state of California, the 
state of Nevada, and the Tahoe Fund.

Armed with new science from the study, 
land managers and decision makers can 
take steps to make Tahoe and the entire 
fi re-threatened Sierra Nevada more resilient 
in the face of prolonged droughts and dry 
forests.

“We will need a multi-step process to 
understand the impacts of the Caldor Fire,” 
said Sudeep Chandra from the University of 
Nevada, Reno, one of the study’s leading 

scientists. “A fi rst step is to understand the 
impacts from the smoke and ash which 
have recently been deposited in the lake. 
As soon as the data is ready on how forest 
thinning and defensible space helped fi re 
suppression, we’ll dive into that as well.”

The smoke and ash impacts research will 
continue in the coming months. Findings 
and recommendations will be shared with 
the public. Updates will be released at 
keeptahoeblue.org and tahoesciencecoun-
cil.org.

Regarding the fi re’s impacts on soil burn 
severity, USDA Forest Service Burned Area 
Emergency Response assessment teams 
have been sent to burned private and state 
lands affected by Caldor. The teams will 
characterize the fi re’s effects on watersheds 
and identify imminent post-fi re threats to 
human life and safety, property, infrastruc-
ture, and natural and cultural resources. 

Once the assessment is complete, the 
team develops BAER emergency treatment 
recommendations to mitigate identifi ed 
risks. BAER implementation teams are 
then brought in after the assessment to 
implement its recommended treatments 
and action stabilization measures. BAER 
specialists recently completed their data 
gathering and analysis of the Caldor burned 
area to produce a soil burn severity map 
of the 218,952-acre fi re. The map and the 
data display categories of soil burn severity 
to include unburned/very low, low, moder-
ate, and high. Approximately 47% of the 
218,952 acres are either unburned/very low 
and/or low soil burn severity, while 40% are 
moderate and about 13% are high.

~ League to Save Lake Tahoe, Eldorado 
National Forest press releases

5 Tahoe Conservancy to Receive 
$41 Million to Reduce Wildfi re Risk
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed into law a fund-
ing package that includes $36 million for 
the California Tahoe Conservancy to restore 
forests and reduce wildfi re risk at Lake 
Tahoe. The package includes an additional 
$5.25 million to help improve Tahoe’s 
resilience to climate change impacts.

The $36 million will help the conservancy 
and its partners in the Tahoe Fire and Fuels 
Team to more quickly implement the Lake 
Tahoe Basin Forest Action Plan. The forest 
action plan, developed by the TFFT’s 21 
federal, tribal, state, and local conservation, 
land management, and fi re agencies, charts 
a path for collaboration across property 
boundaries to accelerate landscape restora-
tion and community wildfi re protection at 
Tahoe.

The conservancy will invest the new 
funding on its own lands and in support 
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Friday, 5:00 PM - 7:00PM

Saturday, 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM

Proceeds from the event go to help the

District’s Scholarship Program

11:00 AM and the Ski Swap 

continues until 4:00 PM

Further Information Call 530-582-7720

38

6th

of Tahoe partners for work that reduces 
hazardous fuels in the wildland/urban 
interface and advances landscape-scale 
forest restoration. 

~ Tahoe Conservancy press release

6 Nevada County Public Health 
Awarded National Accreditation
GRASS VALLEY
The Nevada County Public Health 
Department has achieved national 
accreditation through the Public Health 
Accreditation Board. 

The national accreditation program, 
jointly supported by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
sets standards against which the nation’s 
3,000-plus public health departments can 
continuously improve the quality of their 
services and performance. To receive 
accreditation, a health department must 
undergo a peer-reviewed rigorous assess-
ment process to ensure it meets or exceeds 
these quality standards and measures. 
Accreditation is maintained for fi ve years. 
Nevada County Public Health becomes the 
21st local health department in California 
(of the state’s 61 eligible local health 
departments) to have achieved accredita-
tion status to date.

~ Nevada County press release 

7 Truckee Meadows Fire Donates 
Fire Engine to Fire Department 
Devastated by Dixie
RENO
Truckee Meadows Fire and Rescue has 
donated a Type I fi re engine to Indian 
Valley Fire and Rescue. On Aug. 4, three 
weeks after the Dixie Fire was fi rst reported, 
the entire town of Greenville was burned, 
including the fi re station and all fi re 
suppression equipment. Indian Valley Fire 
and Rescue provides oversight for the fi re 
stations in Greenville, Taylorsville, North 
Arm, and Genesee, all of which have been 
impacted by the devastating Dixie Fire.

A surplus 1994 Navistar fi re engine was 
donated. The engine is fully stocked with 
hoses, extrication tools, power fans, a 
ladder, a generator, and other equipment, 
along with EMS supplies. 

~ TMRF press release

8 Foundation Pulls Application to 
Develop Community Performing 
Arts Center
TRUCKEE
The nonprofi t Tahoe Regional Arts 
Foundation announced mid-September it 
has terminated its application to develop a 
22-acre parcel of land near the entrance to 
Northstar California Resort as The Stages 
at Northstar, a visual and performing arts 
center for the community. Despite having 
reached a sublease agreement with Vail 
Resorts for development and use of the 
property, community support and fundrais-
ing efforts aimed at getting the required 
environmental impact report underway lost 
momentum when the Covid-19 pandemic 
started. With the decision to rescind 
the project application, the nonprofi t’s 
board also announced it will dissolve the 
foundation.

Estimated to cost $60 million to com-
plete, once operational, The Stages was 
expected to generate approximately $15.7 
million annually in economic output and 
create 100-plus new full or part-time jobs 
earning a total of over $5 million in annual 
worker compensation. The North Tahoe/
Truckee region is home to more than 15 
educational institutions and 30 arts-based 
organizations that historically have not had 
access to a venue where the community 
and visitors can see the arts fl ourish. The 
Stages at Northstar would have been the 
only theatrical complex of its kind in the 
two-state region.

~ TRAF press release

9 Rare Dragonfl y Discovered After 
Almost a Century
INCLINE VILLAGE
The scientifi c community around Lake 
Tahoe is buzzing after an amazing discovery 
by the Tahoe Institute for Natural Science. 
The nonprofi t organization was hosting a 
citizen science event in June in the Donner 
Lake area when participants discovered 
a spiny baskettail (Epitheca spinigera) 
dragonfl y. The species was fi rst discovered 
in the region over 100 years ago, but had 
not been seen here since.

The spiny baskettail dragonfl y is relatively 
common across forested Canada and parts 

See NEWS BRIEFS p. 22

TRINKIE WATSON
NV BS.1022 | CA 00326518

530 582 0722
twatson@chaseinternational.com 
LakeTahoeLuxuryEstates.com

Thank you, Thank you, Firefighters
For protecting and preserving our precious Lake Tahoe.

Welcome home to our big blue sky.

All residential customers receive a climate credit 
twice a year on their bill, and eligible small business customers 

receive this credit on their monthly statements.

What does this mean to you?
It means real savings you can use to make 

energy efficient changes to your home or business –
AND a cleaner planet for all of us.

Liberty Utilities’ customers are reducing 
our state’s carbon footprint one step at a time.

Local and Responsive.  We Care.

NEWS
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of the northern U.S., but in California it is 
known from only four sites, the other three 
of which are close to the Oregon border. 
Within California, the spiny baskettail was 
first spotted at Donner Lake in 1914 by 
Clarence Hamilton Kennedy. The species 
was never again seen anywhere around 
Tahoe despite considerable relocation 
efforts The accepted wisdom among 
California dragonfly enthusiasts and 
biologists was that this population was 
long gone, perhaps a victim of heavy 
recreational use at Donner Lake.  

Kathy Biggs, who has written regional 
field guides on dragonflies and keeps care-
ful track of odonate records in California, 
was thrilled by the rediscovery. “Never, 
in the last three decades of intensive 
California dragonfly studies, has any species 
‘returned from the dead,’” she said. 

On the day of the discovery, TINS was 
hosting its annual Odonate Blitz — an 
expedition into Tahoe habitats in search 
of dragonflies and damselflies. This year, 
Donner Lake was chosen specifically with 
spiny baskettails in mind. As the day was 
getting hotter and the team’s endurance 
was starting to fade, a lone dragonfly was 
spotted struggling on the surface of Donner 
Pond, mired in a slick of congealed pollen. 
The team was able to fish it out with a long 
stick and examine the insect closely, and 
much to everyone’s shock and amazement 
it was indeed a female spiny baskettail, the 
first one spotted south of Lassen County in 
107 years. 

Still reeling from the discovery, TINS 
Executive Director Will Richardson returned 
to the site eight days later and found 
another female roosting in the pines nearby, 
encouraging evidence that there surely 
must be a breeding population somewhere 
in the area. TINS will be scouring the 
Donner, Teichert, and Coldstream ponds 
starting in mid-May next year to find out 
where.

~ TINS press release

10 Redistricting Input Sessions 
Oct. 21 to 23
SACRAMENTO
The California Citizens Redistricting 
Commission will hold public map input 
sessions on Oct. 21 to 23. Presentations 
will provide an opportunity to showcase 
submitters’ ideas, potential solutions, and 
specific boundaries for congressional, state 
senate, assembly, and/or board of equaliza-
tion districts.

Input sessions:
• Oct. 21: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Oct. 22: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Oct. 23: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Request for appointment sign-up: bit.

ly/3Dl0tnt 
Please fill out the form at the above link 

to submit an appointment request.
~ California Citizens Redistricting 

Commission newsletter

11 First of Its Kind Land 
Management Tool Launched To Help 
Prevent Catastrophic Wildfires
SACRAMENTO
As millions of acres smolder and smoke 
billows across America, Vibrant Planet 
has launched its first application, called 
Land Tender, which catapults the country’s 
decades-old, paper-based land manage-
ment system into the Cloud and provides 
land managers with the integrated, 
dynamic, high-resolution data and model-
ing they need to make more agile and 
informed decisions. With this new tool, land 
managers can plan, prioritize, and execute 
fire prevention and forest health projects 
in months rather than years, including 
thinning hazardous timber, clearing fuels 
from roadsides, and conducting prescribed 
burns.

With the 220,000 acre Caldor Fire still 
burning, Land Tender’s first partnership with 
the nonprofit Tahoe Fund and the California 
Tahoe Conservancy is a critical and timely 
initiative to help land managers and 

owners, fire districts, scientists, local NGOs, 
and other stakeholders update Lake Tahoe’s 
community wildfire protection and forest 
health plan for the entirety of the lake’s 
500-square-mile watershed basin. 

With Land Tender, parties across jurisdic-
tions can collaborate and rapidly assess the 
current resilience of and risk to landscapes 
and communities, create and compare 
treatment scenarios at any scale, and make 
informed, ready-to-implement decisions 
in near real-time. This planning is done by 
utilizing high-resolution, three-dimensional, 
datasets (including satellite imagery and 
aerial light detection and ranging technol-
ogy) coupled with infrastructure data to 
identify key inputs such as homes and utility 
infrastructure. 

~ Land Tender press release

12 Glenshire Elementary Begins 
Cafeteria Food Waste Collection
TRUCKEE
Glenshire Elementary School students 
are piloting a new food waste collection 
program in their school cafeteria. Students 
are separating food scraps from their lunch 
waste using new sorting tables. Food waste 
materials are composted instead of going 
to landfills, preventing methane emissions 
and reducing climate change impacts. 

Keep Truckee Green staff has worked 
closely with Sierra Watershed Education 
Partnerships and Tahoe Truckee Unified 
School District to bring this program to life. 
This pilot will inform future expansion of 
compost collection programs at all Truckee 
school sites in the district, and align goals 
to inspire young students to reduce their 
waste generation and make a positive 
impact in the community.

~ Town of Truckee newsletter

13 288 Workforce Units in 2021
TRUCKEE
On Oct. 1, Truckee/North Tahoe regional 
housing partners celebrated 288 new units 
of affordable housing for local workers 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony. Fiona Ma, 
California state treasurer, noted during her 
keynote address that agencies that used 
to not speak with one another regarding 
housing are now moving together in the 
same direction.

Tiena Johnson Hall, executive director 
of the California Housing Finance Agency, 
said, “I’ve never celebrated five affordable 
housing projects [at the same time],” point-
ing out the successful cooperation seen on 
a local level.

The event included a bus tour of five 
separate developments: Coldstream 
Commons, Frishman Hollow II, Hopkins 
Village, Meadow View Place, and Truckee 
Artist Lofts. The affordable housing units 
are all expected to be online by the end of 
2021, if not already.

~ ME, AH

14 Public Services District 
Recognized
OLYMPIC VALLEY
The Olympic Valley Public Service 
District has received the District of 
Distinction accreditation by the Special 
District Leadership Foundation for its 
sound fiscal management policies and 
practices in district operations. The 
district also received a renewal of the 
District Transparency Certificate of 
Excellence by SDLF in recognition of its 
outstanding efforts to promote transpar-
ency and good governance.

~ OVPSD press release

NEWS

TYPE I ENGINE DONATION: Indian Valley Fire and Rescue Chief Bob Orange, Truckee 
Meadows Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Moore, TMFR Deputy Chief Alex Kukulus, Division 
Chief Chris Ketring, and Division Chief Joe Schum stand in front of a fire engine donated 
from TMFR to Indian Valley in light of the Dixie Fire. Photo courtesy TMFR

7

I SPY A DRAGONFLY: During a Tahoe Institute for Natural Sciences outing this past June, 
a spiny baskettail dragonfly was discovered, the first documented in the area in over 100 
years. Photo courtesy TINS

9

NEWS BRIEFS from p. 21
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Following a lengthy, multi-year 
submittal process, Truckee’s 

Veterans Memorial Building and 
Rocking Stone Tower 
are now listed on the 
National Register 
of Historic Places. 
The Truckee-Donner 
Historical Society 
and other supporters worked tire-
lessly to obtain approval from the 
California State Historical Resources 
Commission for this site to be 
designated on the United States 
Department of the Interior registry. 
The property was approved due 
to its association with the history 
of Truckee as well as its notable 
architecture.

Nestled between Interstate 80 and 
historic downtown Truckee, the 
Veterans Hall and Rocking Stone, as 
they are locally known, are located 
on a three-quarter-acre lot atop a 
hillcrest overlooking the Town of 
Truckee at 10214 High St. Veterans 
Hall was completed in 1939 and 
dedicated in 1941. Similar to a 
Gothic-arched structure, it features 
arched entrances on its north and 
south elevations, resulting in a 
cruciform mass. The Rocking Stone 
Tower, a 14-sided polygon, was built 
of Kaiser steel columns in 1959 on 
a glacial erratic. Today the Rocking 
Stone Tower has 14 pillars that match 
the original C.F. McGlashan tower 
footprint, which occupied the site 
from 1893 to the 1950s.

Veterans Memorial Building
Veterans Hall and the rocking stone 
are located on the site of Charles 
Fayette McGlashan’s mansion, which 
was erected in 1901. McGlashan was 
one of Truckee’s most ardent support-
ers and an important citizen. Born in 
Wisconsin in 1847, he came overland 
to Placerville with his father and sis-
ters in 1854. He attended Sotoyome 

Institute in Healdsburg and the 
Williston Seminary in Massachusetts, 

but by 1872 he had 
settled in Truckee. There 
he served as principal of 
the public schools. In 
1875, McGlashan not 
only began practicing 

law, he also became editor and owner 
of the local newspaper, the Truckee 
Republican. He died in Truckee in 
1931. 

For the fi rst three decades of the 
20th century, the mansion and tower 
were the architectural and social 
focal points of Truckee. The mansion 
burned in 1934 and the original stone 
tower was demolished in the 1950s 
following vandalism and neglect. 
On Jan. 7, 1938, the McGlashan 
property was sold to Nevada County 
for $10 and the Truckee Veterans 
Memorial Building was erected on 
the site soon thereafter.

The 1939 Veterans Hall was designed 
by noted Sacramento architect 
George Clinton Sellon. Although 
Sellon designed numerous public 
buildings in California, Veterans 
Hall was unique in its style. He also 
served as the fi rst State Architect of 
California from 1907 to 1909. The 
structure is modeled in an unusual 
design reminiscent of a Gothic arch, 
suggesting the stylistic infl uence of 
military aircraft hangars or Nissen 
huts.

With its spectacular view overlooking 
downtown and the local surround-
ings, the hall was built as a symbol 
of how the community supports 
and advocates for its veterans and 
is one of many ways Truckee has 
memorialized and honored U.S. 
Armed Services of World War I and 
all subsequent foreign wars. This 
year, Veterans Hall celebrates its 80th 
anniversary.

The hall retains its community asso-
ciation as a gathering place for three 
generations of veterans, residents, 
and visitors. Since its inception, 
Veterans Hall has served the com-
munity in a multitude of ways. It’s 
been used for smaller scale purposes 
like personal and family social events, 
youth sport teams, educational 
classes, community center activities, 
and of course, a meeting place for 
veterans. But the hall has also served 
a more crucial role throughout its 
history in housing military troops, as 
a shooting range for law enforcement 
agencies, hosting emergency/disaster 
staging and training areas, and being 
a World War II and Cold 
War defense siren location. 

More recently, it’s been the site of 
the Emergency Warming Center 
during winter months and served as 
an American Red Cross Emergency 
Shelter during the Caldor Fire.

Rocking Stone Tower
The Rocking Stone sitting above 
Truckee is a natural phenomenon. 
The rocks were left behind by the 
receding glacier that had fi lled the 
Donner Lake/Truckee Valley at the 
end of the last ice age. The glacier 
must have had a sense of humor to 
have so deftly balanced the glacial 
erratic (granite rock left behind by a 
glacier) above what would become 
Truckee. People have admired 

CONSTRUCTED IN 1901, Charles Fayette McGlashan’s mansion burned down in 1934. On Jan. 7, 
1938, the McGlashan property was sold to Nevada County for $10 and the Truckee Veterans Memorial 
Building was erected on the site soon thereafter. Photo courtesy Truckee-Donner Historical Society

See ROCKING STONE p. 24

BY BY HEIDI SPROAT, BARBARA 
CZERWINSKI, & JUDY DEPUY

Special to Moonshine Ink

BY BY HEIDI SPROAT, BARBARA 
CZERWINSKI, & JUDY DEPUY

Special to Moonshine Ink

HISTORY IN 
THE MAKING

Veterans Hall, Rocking Stone added to 
National Register of Historic Places

settled in Truckee. There 
he served as principal of 
the public schools. In 
1875, McGlashan not 
only began practicing 

law, he also became editor and owner 

In the Past

C.F. MCGLASHAN’S MANSION was rebuilt as the Truckee Veterans Memorial Building. In the ensuing 
years, the tower surrounding the Rocking Stone fell into disrepair and was eventually demolished in the 
1950s. Photo courtesy Greg Zirbel
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the balanced rock for 
generations. 

Native Americans used the 
Rocking Stone as a sacred 
spot. Prior to the western 
settlements by Europeans, 
the Wel Mel Ti — northern 
Washoe people — inhabited 
the greater Truckee area 
during the summer months. 
Long ago the stone was 
easier to wobble. When a 
strong wind blew, the stone 
would rock without being 
pushed. The motion would 
scare away animals, and 
smaller critters had diffi culty 
climbing on it. The Washoe 
Indians were known to have 
kept their grains, skin hides, 
dried fi sh, and meat on the 
Rocking Stone, safe from 
animal predators, even birds.

In 1893, C.F. McGlashan 
built a 14-sided polygon 
structure on and around the 
glacial erratic that was on his 
property. In 1901, he then 
built his mansion alongside 

the stone and used the 
enclosed Rocking Stone area 
to house the largest collection 
of Donner Party memorabilia 
and his daughter’s massive 
butterfl y collection. (Remains 
of the collection are now 
housed at Truckee-Donner 
Recreation & Park District 
community center on Truckee 
Way). McGlashan’s mansion 

burned down in October 
1934 and throughout the 
subsequent years the tower 
surrounding the rocking stone 
fell into disrepair and was 
demolished in the 1950s.

Rocking Stone Tower had 
become an eyesore and 
safety issues were a great 
concern. As early as 1956, 
newspaper accounts noted 
that the Truckee Chamber 
of Commerce (1938), the 
Nevada County Board of 
Supervisors (1940), and 
Truckee American Legion 
Post 439 all sought to rebuild 
the tower. In 1956, Squaw 
Valley, recently renamed 
Palisades Tahoe, was chosen 
to host the 1960 Winter 
Olympics and there was a 
huge push to construct a 
facsimile of the original tower. 
Rehabilitation of the Rocking 
Stone Tower was funded by 
the Nevada County Board 
of Supervisors in 1959. In 
February 1960, the tower was 
selected as a staging area for 
the lighting of the Olympic 
torch on its way to the 
Olympic Games. The torch-
lighting ceremony culminated 
Truckee community’s support, 
excitement, preparation, 
and involvement in the 1960 
Winter Olympics. Rocking 
Stone Tower and the Olympic 
torch and cauldron together 
served as a beacon for those 
traveling from I-80 south 
to Olympic Valley on State 
Route 89.

ROCKING STONE from p. 23
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HISTORIC UNDERTAKING: Members of the Truckee-Donner Historical Society 
gather to celebrate the designation of Truckee’s Veterans Memorial Building and 
Rocking Stone Tower being listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
following years-long efforts. Photo courtesy Greg Zirbel
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

> Donner Camp Sites, 1961, Jan. 20 #66000218

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
> Donner Camp, 1966 Oct. 15 #66000218
> Boca Dam, 1981 March 25 #81000712
> Kruger (White) House, 1982 June 17 #82002220
> Commercial Row-Brickelltown Historic District, 2009 Oct. 8 #09000803

> Truckee Veterans Memorial Building & Rocking Stone Tower, 2021 July 16 #100006720

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS (ALSO ON NATIONAL REGISTER)
> #780-6 First Transcontinental Railroad-Truckee

> #134 Donner (Pioneer) Monument

DONNER CAMP SITES are included in the state of California; Donner Memorial 
State Park, 12593 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee (exit 184 from eastbound Interstate 80); 
and Donner Camp Picnic Area, U.S. Forest Service, Tahoe National Forest, Interstate 
80 to Highway 89 North, near town of Truckee.

TRUCKEE AREA NATIONAL 
REGISTERED SITES

In the event of a wildfire or an 

emergency situation, law 

enforcement and fire agencies 

issue evacuation warnings or 

evacuation orders for impacted 

areas. These notices are issued 

for specific zones. Knowing 

your zone is critical to the 

evacuation process.

Visit the following link:
community.zonehaven.com

Enter your address into the 
search bar

Find your zone in the 
pop-up window and write it 
down
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community.zonehaven.com
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e Int
egrative Veterinary Care

HIGH FIVE 
TO WINTER FITNESS

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM

530-582-1133
12068 Donner Pass Rd,  Truckee |  TahoeHol ist icVet.com

Ask about exercises and 
techniques to prevent injury 

before it happens!

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary CareDr. Amanda Stuart, DVM

Supporting the Community and Its 
Veterans
Rocking Stone Tower and Veterans Memorial 
Building have played important roles in the 
development of Truckee from the late-20th 
century through today. The National Register 
of Historic Places approval indicates that 
Truckee continues to honor its veterans for 
their service and sacrifi ces. A celebration 
of Veterans Day will be held on Nov. 11 at 
Independence Plaza on Donner Pass Road, 
along with a ceremony dedicating a plaque 
proclaiming the National Register of Historic 
Places designation at Veterans Memorial 
Building and Rocking Stone Tower. It is fi tting 
that the Veterans Hall dedication plaque mir-
rors the two neighboring United States Marine 

Corps dedication plaques to 1st Lt. Nathan 
Krissoff and Sgt. Phillip Allan Bocks, both of 
which overlook their hometown of Truckee.

~ Heidi Sproat is a volunteer researcher, 
website administrator, and facilitator for the 
Truckee-Donner Historical Society’s Image 
Collection. She is a retired library system 
administrator. Barbara Czerwinski is a Truckee-
Donner Historical Society volunteer researcher 
and Nevada County Historical Landmarks 
Commissioner. She is a retired registered nurse. 
Both dedicated women love the Truckee com-
munity and vowed to see this historic national 
approval succeed. Judy DePuy supports the prior 
women in writing and lives in Truckee with her 
husband, Dave, and their dog, Morticia.

 NEWS
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1 Olympic Valley’s Most Famous Resort is Now 
Palisades Tahoe; Resort at Squaw Creek Commits 
to Name Change
OLYMPIC VALLEY
It’s offi cial: The resort that’s been criticized for containing 
a slur against Indigenous women prominently in its name 
is now Palisades Tahoe, and the effects of the decision 
are infl uencing other entities using the word. Read The 
Journey to Remove ‘Squaw’ from Tahoe’s Washoe Lands
on moonshineink.com for the backstory of this decision, 
published over a year ago. 

As of Sept. 13, the resort is committed to enacting visible 
changes, with signage updates in the works and all former 
logowear removed from retail shops. On Sept. 15, nearby 
luxury Lake Tahoe destination Resort at Squaw Creek 
announced a commitment to change its name in order to 
cease the use of the slur by April 2022. 

~ Palisades Tahoe letter, Resort at Squaw Creek press 
release

2 Mt. Rose Announces 
Employee Wage Increase, 
Vaccine Requirement 
Alongside Expansion Project
WASHOE COUNTY
Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe announced 
Sept. 13 that it has raised its 
minimum wage to $15 per 
hour for all positions that were 
previously below that mark, a 66% 
increase over Nevada’s current 
$9 per hour minimum. The resort 
will also require employees to be 
vaccinated for Covid-19 ahead 
of the start of its 2021/22 winter 
season.  

Mt. Rose’s wage increase 
will affect employees in nearly 
all departments at the resort, 
including staff in base operations, 
ski school, food and beverage, 
terrain parks, lift operations, rental 
and retail operations, ski patrol, 
and tickets. 

Additionally, the resort revealed plans on Sept. 28 to 
expand the lakeview area of the mountain to include 
additional ski terrain and a new high-speed chairlift. 
Estimated to be the largest capital improvement project 
in the resort’s history, the new lift will be a key piece of 
Mt. Rose’s efforts to enhance the overall experience 
in the lakeview mountain zone, which will include trail 
additions, existing trail improvements and new skier traf-
fi c patterns. The expansion is estimated to cost upward 
of $7.5 million dollars, and is expected to be complete 
ahead of the 2022/23 winter season.

~ Mt. Rose press release

3 Offi ce BOSS to Announce Annual Best Boss 
Award Mid-October
TAHOE/TRUCKEE
The Offi ce BOSS is celebrating National BOSS day to 
acknowledge exceptional local bosses by sponsoring a 

Best BOSS competition in the Truckee/Tahoe area. The 
company accepted nominations for this year’s award 
throughout September, with a panel of community 
leaders slated to review the nominations and select the 
winner and runners-up, announced at a special wine-
and-cheese reception on Oct. 16 at The Offi ce BOSS 
Mail Center at 11260 Donner Pass Rd. in Truckee.

The winner will be awarded a free lunch party to 
celebrate with their work team at a local restaurant in 
the Truckee/Tahoe area. Runners up will be awarded 
certifi cates and gift bags. 

~ Offi ce BOSS press release

4 Annual Truckee Chamber Awards 
Announced
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Chamber of Commerce presented awards 
to seven winners at its 68th Annual Awards Event, held 
Sept. 24 at the Truckee Tahoe Airport in Hangar N-01. 
Nominees are submitted by chamber members, and 
the chamber’s board of directors reviews and discusses 
them and selects three fi nalists and a winner in each 
category.

The 2021 winners in each category, as well as their 
award presentation, are listed below:
• Entrepreneur Award: Landing Locals
• Business Stewardship: Mountain Hardware & Sports
• Resilience Award: Tahoe Forest Health System
• Rising Star: Grocery Outlet
• Creative Award: Greg Zirbel
• Innovation Award: Truckee Donner Land Trust
• Chairman’s Award: Patty Baird, Cedar House Sport 

Hotel
    ~ Truckee Chamber of Commerce press release

All the news that fi ts — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS
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CLOSE TO $8 MILLION in resort expansion projects were announced at Mt. Rose this 
September, just after the company also disclosed a wage increase across the board for its 
staff to $15 an hour and an employee vaccination requirement. Photo courtesy Mt. Rose 
Ski Tahoe
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County Veteran Joins Tahoe Executive Offi ce
TAHOE CITY
Placer County has selected Stephanie Holloway as 
the new Tahoe operations manager for its North 
Lake Tahoe County executive offi ce. The position 
provides administrative oversight, community 
relations partnership, project management, and 
operational guidance throughout North Lake Tahoe 
and eastern Placer County. Some initial areas of focus 
for Holloway and her team will include updating the 
county’s tourism master plan and furthering solutions 
for housing and transportation. 

Holloway has a bachelor’s degree in civil engineer-
ing from the University of Colorado and is a regis-
tered civil engineer and traffi c engineer. Holloway 
began her new role Aug. 30.  
    ~ Placer County press release

TFHS Hires Nurse Practitioner, Two Physicians
TRUCKEE
Tahoe Forest Health System announced this 

September that Claire Ward, WHNP-BC, and Kristy 
Lynn Howard, DO, have joined its team at the Tahoe 
Forest Women’s Center. 

Both Ward’s and Howard’s offi ces are located on the 
second fl oor of the Gene Upshaw Memorial Tahoe 
Forest Cancer Center at 10121 Pine Ave., Truckee. 
New patients are accepted. For appointments, please 
call (530) 587-1041.

TFHS also welcomed Anna Holman, MD, to its team 
at the Tahoe Forest MultiSpecialty Clinics. Holman 
specializes in family medicine and sports medicine 
and will provide care to patients in the primary care, 
urgent care, and sports medicine offi ce settings.

The home offi ce of Dr. Holman is located at 925 N. 
Lake Blvd., Tahoe City. New patients are accepted. 
For appointments, please call (530) 581-8864.

~ TFHS press releases

Washoe County Seeks Applicants for the Air 
Pollution Control Hearing Board
RENO
The Washoe County Health District – Air Quality 

Management Division is looking for individuals to join 
the Air Pollution Control Hearing Board and serve the 
community regarding air pollution matters. The board 
is a fair and unbiased panel that hears appeals when 
a negotiated resolution to an air pollution complaint 
cannot be achieved.

It consists of seven members who are not employ-
ees of the state of Nevada or any of its political 
subdivisions and are recommended by the AQMD 
and approved by the district board of health. One 
member of the board shall be an attorney, one 
member shall be a Nevada licensed engineer, and 
one member shall be a Nevada licensed contractor. 
The remaining members are at-large. Interested 
individuals may apply by completing the application 
available on washoecounty.gov, by email to health-
airqualitycontactus@washoecounty.us, or by mail 
to the Washoe County Health District, Air Quality 
Management Division, 1001 East 9th Street, Building 
B171.

~ Washoe County website

MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING  UP
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The Martis Fund and Tahoe Mountain 
Resorts Foundation, the love children in 
this affair, came to life after agreements 
between the developers of Martis Camp, 
Old Greenwood, Gray’s Crossing, and 
Northstar, and advocates like Mountain Area 
Preservation, landed on using real estate 
exchanges for the good of the region. The 
mechanism, called a transfer fee, is added 
to the cost of a home, usually in the neigh-
borhood of 1% of the sales price and paid 
for by the buyer, that is then channeled to 
nonprofi ts. A cumulative $30 million in these 
fees have been collected in Truckee and have 
funded grants focused on the environment, 
workforce housing, youth, and culture.

Bit by bit, a percentage of every sale made in certain Truckee 
developments has funneled $30 million into nonprofi ts

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

See TRANSFER FEES p. 28

Treasure Trove of 
Transfer Fees

Not many 

would expect a 

happily-ever-after 

ending between 

environmental 

advocates and 

developers, but 

once upon a time 

in the early 2000s, 

it happened in 

Truckee.

PURCHASING 
CANYON 
SPRINGS
The Truckee Donner 
Land Trust, Mountain 
Area Preservation, 
SOS Glenshire, and 
the Martis Fund are 
collectively raising 
funds to purchase 
Canyon Springs, 
290 acres on the 
eastern edge of 
Truckee. Transfer 
fee money is helping 
the acquisition of 
the property for 
conservation. Photo 
by Jeremy Jensen
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One percent of home sales in Martis Camp 
go to the Martis Fund while 1.5% to 1.75% of 
sales in Old Greenwood, Gray’s Crossing, and 
Northstar head to TMRF. 

“We’re talking millions of dollars,” said Heidi 
Volkhardt Allstead, executive director of the 
Martis Fund. “I think I saw [a home] for sale 
in the $12 million range … It’s a lot of money.”

To date, Martis Fund has funneled over $12 
million to the community, supporting projects 
within the Tahoe Truckee Unified School 
District, which the fund uses as its boundary 
lines. Three different buckets define the fund’s 

guidelines: 50% goes to open space, 25% is for 
habitat restoration and forest management, 
and 25% goes to workforce housing. 

Martis Fund remains solely supported by each 
Martis Camp real estate sale. From its incep-
tion in 2006 through Sept. 30, 2020, the fund 
has received a total of $25.2 million from trans-
fer fees, with $3.3 million collected between 
Jan. 1 through Sept. 30, 2020. Unspent money 
is invested, Volkhardt Allstead said. 

The Truckee River Watershed Council is a 
direct beneficiary of the Martis Fund, to the 
tune of $3.5 million for a variety of projects, as 
part of the habitat restoration bucket. 

“The Truckee River Watershed Council is 
proud to partner with the Martis Fund for 
the implementation of [its] habitat and forest 
restoration initiatives,” shared Lisa Wallace, 
executive director of the TRWC, in an email. 
“We have matched support from the Martis 
Fund, with $8.1 million from other sources. 
Together, the Martis Fund and the watershed 
council have planned and completed over 500 
acres of forest and meadow restoration proj-
ects in the Martis Valley, Bear Creek Basin, 
Coldstream Canyon, on the Truckee River, 
and more. These projects directly benefit local 
ecosystem resiliency against wildfire, drought, 
and flood.”

The water council is in the midst of a three-
year funding cycle from the Martis Fund, with 
an annual $425,000 from 2020 through 2022 
geared toward long-term restoration support.

In the workforce housing arena, Volkhardt Allstead 
said the organization has granted money to the 
Sierra Community House, Truckee Artist Lofts, 
Meadow View Place, Frishman Hollow, and the 
Emergency Warming Center in Truckee.

Most recently, the Martis Fund contributed a 
hefty $6 million to help purchase the 290-acre 
Canyon Springs on the eastern end of Truckee. In 
fact, this acquisition effort — attempting to raise 
$11.6 million by Dec. 15 to buy a property for 
conservation that heretofore has been slated for 
development — is touching multiple transfer fee 
funds. A partner in the purchase effort, Truckee 
Donner Land Trust, has received money from 
the Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation, and is 
putting up some of this dough for the buying of 
Canyon Springs. 

The TMRF is actually a combination of fi ve 
separate foundations: There’s the TMRF 
itself, the TMRF Environmental Fund, Old 
Greenwood Community Foundation, Gray’s 
Crossing Community Foundation, and Northstar 
Community Foundation. The same board over-
sees all fi ve, and they’re all branded under the 
TMRF name and fully funded by transfer fees.

The percentage breakdown of money from sales in 
the three developments varies.

(530) 583-6415 
tahoedaves.com

Employs
120 people

44 years in 
business

Official Sponsor of  
Good Times in  

North Lake Tahoe & Truckee!
Dedicated to outstanding 

public service

Incorporated in 1851

MyNevadaCounty.com
530-265-1218

TRANSFER FEES from p. 27
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530.550.9664

Love the wine you’re with

Jibboom Street  Downtown Truckee 530 550 9664

thepourhousetruckee.com

Employs
2 people

16 years in 
business

We may freak out 
globally, but we 

suffer locally.

~ Jonathan Frazen

MORE HOUSING, PLEASE: Martis Fund Board Vice President Nikki Riley; Executive Director Heidi Volkhardt Allstead; 
President Tom Murphy; and Treasurer and Secretary Dan Haas attended an Oct. 1 event celebrating the opening of 288 
affordable housing units across fi ve Truckee developments. The Martis Fund has provided over $4 million to workforce 
housing efforts across the Truckee/North Tahoe region. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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Contact: 530-562-7150 
www.tahoefoodhub.org

Employs
13 people

8 years in 
business

Eat Like Your Climate Depends On it!
(530) 587-3607 

moonshineink.com

Employs
9 people

18 years in 
business

Keep Tahoe Smart

MORE ONLINE
For history on the opposition to transfer 
fees, check out Love Them or Hate Them, 
Transfer Fees Abound.
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T H I N K  L O C A L  T H R O W B A C K S

Think Local is a quarterly 
special section near and 

dear to our hearts.

In each issue, we feature 
in-depth reports and 

thought-provoking essays. 

Here’s a throwback list of 
stories you don’t 

want to miss. 

NewsNews
• Three for the Price of One: Fighting Fast Fashion, 

Buying Locally, and Helping the Environment by Alex 
Hoeft, April 9: Local secondhand shops provide 
residents and visitors ways to breathe additional life 
into clothing, housewares, and furniture, while also 
combatting a major environmental threat.

• Boosting Business in the Pandemic by Mayumi 
Elegado, Jan. 15: Luckily, local businesses 
in Tahoe/Truckee have staunch advocates 
to keep them alive. These campaigns have 
helped mitigate the pandemic’s impacts.

• Local Latino Businesses Maintain Longevity by 
Kara Fox, Oct. 9, 2020: Latino-owned busi-
nesses face additional challenges, whether it 
be stigma from their own community or try-
ing to attract a wider audience. La Bamba, 
Atomic Printing, and La Tienda Latina have 
met these issues head-on.

• Forward, Onward by Jan Holan, July 10, 2020: 
Can Tahoe’s economy exist, even thrive, with-
out relying so heavily on tourism? It’s possible, 
says Lift Workspace operator Jan Holan. We 
could become a tech economy if we focused-in 
on housing, transit, and nature. 

OpinionOpinion

In Gray’s Crossing, 1.75% of each sale’s total goes to 
the following:

• Gray’s Crossing Community Foundation: 0.75%

• Truckee Donner Land Trust: 0.5%

• TMRF Environmental Fund: 0.25%

• TMRF: 0.25% 

Northstar homes have the same breakdown, except 
the 0.75% goes to the Northstar Community 
Foundation. Old Greenwood, too, follows a similar 
pattern, though no percentage goes to the TMRF, for 
a total fee of 1.5% of the sales price.

Ed Morgan, COO for Taylor Builders, the com-
pany that now oversees the developments, told 
Moonshine that in the past decade (the stretch 
of time Morgan had information for, despite the 
foundation’s starting up in 2003/04), the TMRF has 
collected about $9.5 million and granted out $3.8 
million. The remaining $5.7 million sits in mutual 

funds in an effort to grow principal and ensure 
long-term funding.

“The foundation target for giving every year is 
based on 5% of total assets,” Morgan said. As assets 
grow — as they did during 2020 and so far during 
2021, he added, “We’ll have more money than ever 
to give.”

Organizations receiving funds from the TMRF in 
2021 include the Boys and Girls Club of North 
Lake Tahoe, Truckee Arts Alliance, the watershed 
council, and many more.

Such transfer fee agreements are now a thing of the 
past. On Jan. 1, 2019, California’s AB-3041 began 
prohibiting this real estate transaction fee unless they 
provide a “direct benefi t” to the property — think 
HOA fees going toward a community pool or golf 
course, as an example. The bill was proposed by 
California Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham in an 
effort to lower housing costs. 

“By banning hidden fees that don’t directly benefi t a 
property,” Cunningham tweeted back in May 2018, 
“this bill will lower housing costs and help folks 
qualify for federally backed loans.”

Despite the limitations on future ones, the local love 
children already in place are here to stay.

“[We’re] supporting our nonprofi t community,” 
Volkhardt Allstead said. “There are people and 
organizations [who] need funds, and we’re keeping it 
in our community, we’re keeping jobs … I think we’ve 
done a great job in helping to support a signifi cant 
number of our nonprofi ts here.” 

When You Think Local, 
You Nuture Community

Local business owners know you, and you know 
them. Studies have shown that local businesses 

donate to community causes at 
more than twice the rate of chains.

~ independentwestand.org

FAST FASHION

LATINO BUSINESSES
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(530) 292-3776 
mountainbountyfarm.com

Employs
15 people

22 years in 
business

Farming with love & care since 1997
USDA Organic | Certified CCOF Organic

530-550-9000 
www.insuranceroxanne.com

 Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is 
there! We are all in this TOGETHER!

Employs
2 persons

32 years in 
business

Insurance office of Roxanne Duffield

tahoearthauscinema.com

Employs
7 people

7 years in 
business

Tahoe-Truckee’s community entertainment 
hub and only cinema drafthouse

info@tahoearthauscinema.com
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Few community members 
understand the positive 
impact land use advocacy 
has played in the Truckee/
Tahoe region over the 
past three decades. 
Conservation victories 
are often the things you 
can’t see, like a Kmart 
in Historic Downtown 
Truckee, or high-density 
development in Martis 
Valley and Donner Summit, 
or car and RV dealerships 
along State Route 267 
at Joerger Ranch. These 
are the victories of the 
land use advocacy orga-
nization Mountain Area 
Preservation thus far.

As executive director for 
MAP, I have witnessed fi rst-
hand how much can be done 
when a group of people 
are dedicated to protecting open space and advocating for responsible 
development, which continues to underpin our work to this day. 

In the early 2000s, there was a major uptick in development proposals, 
an era known as the “Martis Valley Wars.” Placer County was updating 
the Martis Valley Community Plan, many luxury resort housing projects 
were being proposed, and the Village at Northstar was also in the 
lineup. For those involved civically at the time, it was terrifying! 

MAP was engaged with five lawsuits all at once, fueled by an all-volun-
teer board and no paid staff. This crew of volunteers banded together to 
challenge resort development, organize the community, and fundraise 
for MAP membership. Only the attorneys and consultants were being 
compensated. It is a testament to our mission and track record that the 
organization still stands after 34 years.

While no one likes to get lawyers involved and legal challenges are 
definitely not sexy, the results of our advocacy efforts have created last-

ing environmental and 
community benefits in 
the region.

“MAP’s conservation 
work has been the 
single most important 
effort to protect the 
natural resources and 
unique community 
character of Truckee 
during the last 30 
years of ‘hair on fire’ 
growth and develop-
ment,” says Stefanie 
Olivieri, a MAP found-
ing board member. 
“MAP’s heroic work 
has lasting benefits for 
the people of Truckee 
and its visitors with 
trails, open space, less 
light pollution of our 
night sky, workforce 
housing, protection 

and restoration of habitat, rivers, lakes, woodlands, and meadows, and 
the beloved creatures that inhabit them. Remarkably and fortunately, 
MAP’s work continues to this day unabated.” 

These lawsuits are laborious and contentious, but in my mind it’s worth 
it when the end result is land use prioritized for the fabric of our com-
munity. An additional benefit is that in many of these legal settlements, 
the community ends up partnering with developers. Millions of dollars 
have been put back into the region through the efforts of land use 
advocacy, passionate individuals, and the will of developers. 

Why ask developers to fund open space, restoration, and workforce 
housing? Because it’s what we value in Truckee/Tahoe — the environment 
and the community! Collaboration is key, and anything can happen when 
conservationists and developers are willing to work together.

Tools used during negotiations a few times during the Martis Valley 
Wars era that have proven in the long-term to be effective are real-

Led to Land Use Victories
Martis Valley Wars

BY ALEXIS OLLAR 
SPECIAL TO MOONSHINE INK

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING: Getting people to show up to the Martis Valley West hearings in 2016 illustrates a key part of MAP’s 
long-range efforts to educate the public. Courtesy photo

Thinking Local 
Creates Jobs

Up to 90% of net new 
jobs in the U.S. are 
created by locally 

owned businesses.

~ sustainableconnections.org
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estate tax transfer fees (see p. 27). These taxes from the sale and resale 
of property fund grants for open space, restoration, and workforce 
housing.

A transfer fee fund was created during legal challenges with Martis 
Camp, the luxury development on the outskirts of Truckee. From a 
settlement with the developer came the creation of the Martis Fund, a 
California 501c3 charitable nonprofit, whose money is generated from 
real estate transfer fees. Established by the founders of MAP, Sierra 
Watch, and DMB Highlands, the fund has generated millions of dollars 
that have been channeled directly into protecting the environment and 
serving the community through grants to qualifying nonprofits. Martis 
Fund has stepped in to provide significant capital for a broad range of 
projects that is more flexible than that from state agencies, and at the 
same time, helps encourage additional dollars from sources like the 
state and federal government.

Transfer fees also have played a significant role in supporting our 
conservation partners, like the Truckee Donner Land Trust, to preserve 
land in perpetuity. Leveraging these funds has led to victories in crucial 
open space campaigns in the Martis Valley, such as the Waddle Ranch 
Preserve and the future acquisition of Canyon Springs. 

The real estate transfer fee funds were then and still are a brilliant 
concept 15 years after their inception, all of which started from MAP’s 
land use advocacy efforts. Yet they are not the only tool in our box. Our 
negotiations have led to requirements for the developer to build or carve 
out areas for workforce housing, such as with Schaffer’s Mill and the 56 
units of affordable housing in Meadow View Place. 

Currently, we are still in litigation on Martis Valley West, a development 
project that was proposed for the south side of Martis Valley on the 
rim of the Tahoe Basin. Because of wildfire danger and evacuation, the 
courts have thus far agreed with MAP and our conservation partners 
that development on the property isn’t wise and was not properly 
analyzed under the California Environmental Quality Act. The legal 
challenge is ongoing; through it all we’re looking to negotiate on behalf 
of the community and environment. 

Legal challenges aside, two major tools in MAP’s box are community 
organizing and education. Many people don’t know that there have been 
four failed development proposals on the Canyon Springs property. 
And very few people have the time to read thousands and thousands of 
complex planning documents. We used to say, “We go to the meetings 
so that you don’t have to.” But now we know that we do need citizens 
to know what’s in these documents and to show up at public planning 
meetings. It’s powerful and meaningful to see a room full of people who 
are knowledgeable about land use planning and advocacy and willing to 
stand up and use their voice. 

It is truly remarkable, creating a legacy of ongoing stewardship for the 
region. When people are aligned with a mission, willing to roll up their 
sleeves to get to work, and armed with a variety of tools, historic results 
are possible. While some of our victories are intangible — such as the 
Kmart that never got built — the accompanying benefits of a healthy 
environment and vibrant community are tangible and a win-win for all. 
And to think, it’s born out of geeky land use controversy.

~ Alexis Ollar has been the executive director of Mountain Area 
Preservation since 2012. 

PRESERVING LAND: Tom Mooers, executive director of Sierra Watch that was a key advocacy partner 
with MAP during the early 2000s, and John Eaton, MAP board member, celebrate the opening of 
Waddle Ranch Preserve in 2007. Courtesy photos

 (530) 587-3607
sales@moonshineink.com

Shop Local. Eat Local.
Spend Local. Think Local.

ADVERTISE LOCAL.

Place your ad in the next designing environments that  
enrich the human experience

(530) 583-9222 
jkaedesign.com

Employs
14 people

Over 35 years 
in business

historictruckee.com
info@historictruckee.com 

Working to ensure 
Community Vitality! 

52 years in business
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(530) 587-6263 (MANE)

Employs
9 people

30 years in 
business

ManeAttraction.biz

The main salon on the  
Main Street in Truckee

SPEAK YOUR MIND: MAP founding board member, Stefanie Olivieri, has lived in Truckee all her life. She 
was active during the “‘hair on fi re” development proposal era of the early 2000s and continues to speak 
out at public meetings today, such as here at Martis Valley West hearings in 2016. 



32                 14 OCTOBER – 10 NOVEMBER 2021                      MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Editor’s Note: Read The 
Journey to Remove ‘Squaw’ 
From Tahoe’s Washoe Lands
in the Sept. 2020 issue on 
moonshineink.com to learn the 
backstory of the resort’s name 
change.

I am very disappointed in 
the new name for Olympic 
(Squaw) Valley, and I would 
like to announce that I have 
a far more dynamic name 
than “Palisades Tahoe,” 
and I think it’s worth at 
least one meeting with 
some Starbucks coffee 
and imported pastries to 
consider. 

I mean, “Palisades Tahoe” 
sounds so dull. It just doesn’t 
pop for me. Plus, it doesn’t 
quite capture the truth 
about what happened in this 
valley. I suggest changing its 
name to “Manifest Destiny.” 
Or maybe “Manifest 
Destination.” Allow me to 
explain ...

The following is a quote 
from Palisades Tahoe’s presi-
dent and COO, Dee Byrne, 
on the resort’s new webpage: 
“We have a reputation 
for being progressive and 
boundary-breaking when it 
comes to feats of skiing and 
snowboarding.” 

First, I couldn’t have 
used better words than 
“boundary-breaking,” which 
is a term used here to glorify 
the progression of skiing and 
snowboarding at the expense 
of a once-beautiful mountain 
that embraced a perfectly 
pristine meadow. Privileged 
White people are experts 
at boundary-breaking. We 
always have been. In fact, 
we have no shame when it 
comes to violating bound-
aries. We’ve committed 
genocide to snatch what 
we self-righteously claim as 
ours in the name of what’s 
been referred to as manifest 
destiny. Yet, even though 
we are undoubtedly the best 
in the world at violating 
boundaries and stealing 
what doesn’t belong to us, 
we still keep doing it as if 
some other level of boundary 
violation exists.

In response to the use of 
the word “progressive” 
to describe the sacrifi ce 

demanded of nature to 
satisfy the impulses and 
fantasies of the White and 
privileged, I offer up a reply 
in the form of this quote 
from Carl Jung: “But our 
progressiveness, though it 
may result in a great many 
delighted wish fulfi llments, 
piles up an equally gigantic 
Promethean debt which 
must be paid off from 
time to time in the form of 
hideous catastrophes.”

Perhaps this is the kind of 
progress the resort’s leader-
ship is referring to. 

Palisades Tahoe addresses 
the slur in its original 
longstanding name against 
Indigenous folks in the 
words of Darrel Cruz of 
the Washoe Tribe Historic 
Preservation Offi ce: “We 
have been in the area for 
thousands of years. Olympic 
Valley is within the ancestral 
homeland of the Washoe 
people. The word itself 
is a constant reminder 
of the unjust treatment 

of the Native people, of 
the Washoe people. It’s a 
constant reminder of those 
time periods when it was 
not good for us. It’s a term 
that was infl icted upon us by 
somebody else and we don’t 
agree with it.”

Interestingly, Cruz does not 
say anything in praise of the 
name change itself, only that 
the previous name was just 
another way in which White 
people further denigrated 
Indigenous people from 
whom the valley was stolen.

I wonder if Byrne and her 
colleagues invited input from 
the Washoe Tribe perhaps to 
name the valley in honor of 
Indigenous people? Maybe 
the Washoe Tribe would 
reject having a ski resort 
named for them, like carving 
the faces of White colonizers 
out of a mountain, say, or 
shoving Indigenous people 

out onto a dried out piece 
of desert and calling it a 
“reservation,” as if they were 
offered a special place where 
only the crème de la crème 
of society would be invited 
for golf and martinis.

I don’t know, maybe the 
stakeholders of “Palisades 
Tahoe” held ceremonies 
with Indigenous people and 
invited the spirits to speak. 
Somehow, I cannot conjure 
that image.

~ Kimball C. Pier, Ph.D., 
LMFT is a depth psychologist 
and psychotherapist who grew 
up in Olympic Valley, and 
once lived in Truckee with 
her husband, Jon Weedn. 
They moved to Reno a year 
ago, and now Kimball and 
Jon waste huge amounts of 
gasoline and contribute to 
climate change by driving to 
Truckee almost daily to work 
and do the things they enjoy in 
the outdoors.

OPINION

What’s In A (Re)-Name? 
Proposing ‘Manifest Destiny’ rather 

than ‘Palisades Tahoe’ for the 
Olympic Valley resort

Moonshine Ink’s Opinion section 

is a platform for our readers to share their viewpoints 
on important issues or react to Ink reporting. We 
believe open dialogue is critical for civil discourse and 
democracy, thus submissions are greatly encouraged 
(email editors@moonshineink.com). At times, staff will 
solicit opinion pieces on particular topics. 

Opinion pieces are fact-checked and edited for style and 
clarity. The author’s opinion is his/her own and does not 
necessarily refl ect the stance of Moonshine or its staff.

MY SHOT
By Kimball Pier

Michael R Murphy, CFP® 
Financial Advisor
12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102 
Truckee, CA 96161  
530-587-2672

Member SIPC

Market swings making 
you uneasy? Let’s talk.

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com
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Since 2011, the Truckee 
Tahoe Airport District has 
generously funded the Air 
Show & Family Festival, 
which has grown to be known 
as the most family-friendly 
event in the Truckee/North 
Tahoe region, offering free 
admission and free parking. 
Sadly, this beloved com-
munity event, which draws 
thousands of spectators each 
year, is now in jeopardy. 
Since the July meeting of the 
airport’s board, it has become 
apparent that the fate of the 
air show lies in the hands 
of the fi ve board members. 
We need your support to 
continue bringing the event 
to Truckee/North Tahoe 
residents.

In 2009, I was asked by the 
airport district if I would 
consider bringing back the 
air show following a 16-year 
hiatus; I had directed the 
Truckee Air Show from 1987 
to 1996 and was ready to 
volunteer my time to direct 
future air shows. Having 
been a longtime resident of 
Truckee (now going on 36 
years), I was only interested 
in directing an air show that 
all the community could 
attend — not just wealthy 
families who could afford to 
pay for parking and entry. It 
had to be an event that would 
be open to all locals to experi-

ence fi rst-hand the thrill of 
fl ight, and to inspire youth in 
aviation and STEM-related 
academic fi elds and careers.

Olivia Koster, a 2018 
Truckee High School gradu-
ate and Truckee Optimist 
Club scholarship recipient, 
wrote a letter to the airport 
board read at the Sept. 22 
meeting. She wrote, “As a 
young kid, the air show was 
something I looked forward 
to every summer. It was so 
fun to watch planes fl y off 
[and do] tricks. I think it is 
important to understand the 
amazing effects the airshow 
has on young children. Being 
exposed to a specifi c fi eld 
at a young age has a major 
impact on a person’s life. One 
of my good friends attributes 
her inspiration to wanting 
to become a pilot to the air 
show.” 

Kim Yamauchi also submitted 
a letter, writing, “My son 
has always loved aircraft and 
chose to attend Cal Poly as 
an aerospace engineer. He 
always loved attending the 
airshow, and it was a highlight 
of his summers. He is now 
working full time for a small 
aerospace company in San 
Luis Obispo. At the age 
of 23, he was still going to 
come ‘home’ for the airshow 
weekend and was of course 
disappointed that the show 
was canceled this year. My 
point is that people young 
and old enjoy this show.  For 
him, it infl uenced his chosen 
profession.”

In the years since the air 
show’s comeback, so many 
local businesses, children, 
adults, volunteers, and 
nonprofi t organizations have 

greatly benefi tted from this 
event, and they have come to 
depend on it. 

For example:

• Our award-winning 
emergency response team 
relies on volunteer hours 
at this event to enhance 
their training in com-
munity preparedness and 
event medicine.

• STEM Expo exhibitors 
lose out on a vital oppor-
tunity to reach thousands 
of kids to engage them in 
STEM-related activities. 
This year’s STEM Expo 
sponsor was going to be 
Truckee Grocery Outlet. 

• Local vendors look 
forward to the event and 
need the extra income 
they make there.

• Local families love 
watching world-renowned 
aerobatic performers 
demonstrate their excel-
lence in the sky.

• Tens of thousands of 
dollars from returning 
sponsors’ donations each 
year go back into our com-
munity for local youth.

Let your voice be heard to 
support the Air Show & 
Family Festival for future 

years. Our youth need this 
experience; our community 
needs a family friendly event 
to bring us all together now 
more than ever. Sign your 
name at supporttheairshow.
com.

The public comment portion 
of the Truckee Tahoe Airport 
Board Sept. 22 meeting 
can be viewed by searching 
archived videos at Tahoe 
Truckee Media’s website, 
linked in the online version of 
this article.

The next meeting of the air-
port board of directors is Oct. 
27 at 4:30 p.m. An Air Show 
& Family Festival Committee 
representative will give a 
presentation, followed by 
public comments. 

Submit a letter of support. 
“Zoom in” and speak! To 
learn more about submit-
ting public comment, visit: 
truckeetahoeairport.com/
administration/board, 
or email comments@
TruckeeTahoeAiport.com.

~ Tim LoDolce has been the 
president of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association Local 
Chapter 1073 since its found-
ing in Truckee in 1996. Since 
2011, he has been the executive 
director of the Truckee Tahoe 
Air Show & Family Festival. 
He is a United States Air 
Force Veteran who served in the 
Vietnam War, and was a United 
Airlines Pilot and an FAA Air 
Traffi c Control Specialist in 
Cleveland, Chicago, and San 
Francisco.

OPINION

Support the Air 
Show & Family 

Festival
Get involved at 

supporttheairshow.com

MY SHOT
By Tim LoDolce
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The Tahoe City Lodge would 
never be built without the 
gift of public funds and 
entitlements that no other 
developer has recently been 
afforded. Furthermore, 
Placer County code changes 
and new codes and pilot 
programs were developed 
during the Tahoe Basin Area 
Plan and concurrent lodge 
approval to enable developer 
Samir Tuma to proceed. And 
most recently, the county 
purchased the Bechdolt 
Building for $4 million-plus 
to end a lawsuit with the 
adjacent landowner who was 
only trying to protect their 
private property rights.

Let’s start at the beginning, 
with an excerpt from the 
Tahoe City Lodge’s notice of 
preparation, dated June 3, 
2015:

“The applicant is currently 
in negotiations to acquire an 
adjacent parcel [of] 0.7 acre 
in size, [which] is located 
immediately west of the proj-
ect site, and is currently 100 
percent paved. The location 
of this parcel is identifi ed 
on Exhibit 4 as a ‘Potential 
Addition’ to the project. If 
the applicant acquires this 
parcel, the site plan will be 
redesigned, and some of 
the proposed uses will be 
relocated onto this adjacent 
parcel. The proposed uses 
will not change; rather, the 
same mix of uses will be 
redistributed within the 
expanded project site, but up 

to 20 additional units may 
be added to the project. The 
applicant anticipates com-
pleting negotiations before 
the draft [environmental 
impact review/environmen-
tal impact statement] is 
released. The project descrip-
tion in the draft EIS/EIR will 
refl ect whether the applicant 
has acquired this adjacent 
parcel.” The full notice is 
linked in the online version 
of this article. 

Tuma could not come to 
terms with paying fair-
market rates for the Bechdolt 
Building and proceeded to 
plan the Tahoe Lodge proj-
ect, taking parking spaces 
belonging to the adjacent 
property as well as an 
easement to fi t 118 condo-
tel units on approximately 
1.4 acres. The notice was 
released before the owners 
of Bechdolt were even aware 
Tuma was interested in their 
property.

Creative zoning allowed 118 
units to be approved where 
approximately 52 to 56 
would be appropriate (which 
would have resulted in the 
project fi tting the site). 

The Tahoe Basin Area Plan, 
linked in the online version 
of this article, implements 
regional plan redevelopment 
incentives in town centers, 
which become effective when 
the plan is adopted.

The regional plan standards 
are to be used for building 
height (kept to three to four 
stories), density (25 units per 
acre for residential; 40 units 
per acre for commercial). 

Per the plan: “Many old 
motels are now blighted, 
environmentally impactful, 
and would benefi t from rede-
velopment. With a limited 
supply of TAUs, there is a 

concern that the TRPA trans-
fer program may not work as 
intended without additional 
TAUs or expanded land use 
conversion programs.

“The regional plan allows 
land use conversions through 
several programs. These 
programs allow [tourist 
accommodation units] 
(TAUs) to be converted to 
either commercial fl oor area 
[CFA] or residential units, 
but do not allow CFA to 
be converted to TAUs. This 
area plan expands upon the 
TRPA programs with a pilot 
program for on-site conver-
sions from CFA to TAUs. 
The program is intended 
to facilitate the most likely 
redevelopment projects.”

Entitlements provided to 
Kila Properties, Tuma’s com-
pany, for the lodge include:

1) New TAU program 
enabling developers to 
purchase TAUs from Placer 
County’s newly acquired 
bank of TAUs through pur-

chases of hotels in the Tahoe 
Basin, with $879,000 worth 
of units awarded to Tahoe 
City Lodge to be paid back 
through Transit Occupancy 
Tax fees from the lodge (not 
the developer).

2) Shared parking with the 
Tahoe City Golf Course 
through a memorandum of 
understanding. Not having to 
purchase or pay for parking 
spaces or parking mitigation 
fees amounting to a gift of 
millions of dollars. Also, 
the shared parking allowed 
the lodge acreage credit for 
density calculation of 40 
units per acre.

3) Pilot program to convert 
CFA to TAUs. 

4) Most recently, the TOT 
rebate program allowed 
Tuma to obtain monthly 
rebate payment not annually 
as the program intended.

5) Mitigation fees for only a 
handful of employees using 
calculations that were based 

on the existing employees 
in the derelict Henrikson 
building. Now Tuma states 
(in Sept.-Oct. issue of 
Moonshine Ink) that 75 ongo-
ing jobs will be created by 
the lodge when built. What 
should his affordable housing 
mitigation fee amount to?

This begs the question: 
Does every developer in 
the queue receive the same 
entitlements?

~ Ellie Waller has lived at 
Lake Tahoe for 20 years. She 
takes a proactive approach to 
researching local government 
and regional codes for compli-
ance, and participated with 
state and local representatives 
to produce a 20-year regional 
plan update for Lake Tahoe. 
Ellie is a member of the Placer 
County Citizen Advisory Team 
set to produce a new area plan 
for the county. She is interested 
in agricultural land protection 
and conservation of the area’s 
rich agricultural history.

OPINION

MY SHOT
By Ellie Waller

Is the Proposed Tahoe City Lodge
Getting Special Treatment?

Rebuttal to Parched River to Come; Stalled Tahoe City Lodge Comes to Life
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Editor’s Note: The author 
of this piece is on staff for 
Moonshine Ink, and edits 
the Opinion section. As with 
all contributors to this section, 
here she writes as an individual 
and her views don’t necessarily 
refl ect Moonshine’s.

Did you ever think the 
term “abortion bounty 
hunter” would be … a thing? 
Unfortunately for those who 
possess uteri in our sister 
state of Texas, as of Sept. 1, 
it’s a new apocalyptic horror 
to look out for. 

Texas SB8 is a functional ban 
on almost all abortions in the 
state, within legislation that 
encourages civilian reporting 
and enforcement. As of Oct. 
6, enforcement of the law is 
on hold because the federal 
justice department success-
fully sued for it to be paused, 
but if it is reenacted it is pos-
sible that people involved in 
abortions performed during 
the pause in the state could 
be subject to civil suits. 

The law is part of a mas-
sive trend in regulation on 
women’s rights to control 
unwanted or dangerous 
pregnancy: More abortion 
restrictions have “already 
been enacted in 2021 than 
in any year since the Roe v. 
Wade decision was handed 
down in 1973,” as pointed 
out in a July article by 
Elizabeth Nash and Sophia 
Naide of the Guttmacher 
Institute, a research and 
policy organization focused 
on advancing sexual and 
reproductive rights globally. 

Yet the precedent set by 
the Texas law is not just
horrifi c in its near-full ban 
on abortions after six weeks 
(reminder: most people don’t 
fi nd out they’re pregnant by 
that time, and Texas abortion 
providers report that 85% to 
90% of procedures are after 
that mark) … but it is also 
insidious in its methodology. 

The way the law gets around 
federal protections of the 
right to an abortion is that 
it doesn’t target the patient, 
but rather anybody else who 
happens to be involved. 
Looking for a safe abor-
tion is isolating and nearly 
impossible under this new 
legislation: Doctors, clinics, 
providers, those “abetting” 
the abortion like family and 
friends, insurers, someone 
funding the abortion … any 
of these groups or individu-
als can be sued. Successful 
plaintiffs receive full legal fee 
reimbursement and $10,000. 
It’s been famously pointed 
out that an Uber driver pick-
ing someone up unknowingly 
for an appointment could 
face litigation. 

As I write this opinion piece, 
there are two active lawsuits 
against San Antonio doctor 
Alan Braid, who penned a 
Washington Post opinion 
column making him the fi rst 
person to openly reveal he 
violated SB8, with the justice 
department’s decision disal-
lowing enforcement at press 
time. But it could go any 
number of directions ... by 
the time you read this, there 
will likely be updates to this 
rapidly changing issue.

A Florida lawmaker intro-
duced copycat legislation 
on Sept. 22. Arkansas Sen. 
Jason Rapert tweeted plans 
to introduce a law “to mirror 
the Texas SB8 bill,” and 
South Dakota Gov. Kristi 
Noem is among numerous 
other state offi cials saying 
her offi ce is looking into how 

their current anti-abortion 
laws compare to the Texas 
law. 

The Texas law, while it was in 
effect and if it is reinstated, 
sets reproductive freedom 
back decades. But the fact 
of its passage is also a mark 
of the direction of behavioral 
enforcement overall, and 
in an increasingly capitalist 
nation bowing to its corpo-
rate overlords, the trends 
don’t bode well for the future. 
Essentially, this is an example 
of codifi ed vigilante justice, 
on a very narrow issue which 
affects over half the popula-
tion, largely legislated by the 
other half. It puts the torch 
and pitchfork right in the 
hands of those most likely to 
join the “she’s a witch!” mob, 
and it gives them a cash prize 
at the end.

It makes sense that codify-
ing citizen-reporting into 
law enforcement, even to 
the extreme in this case of 
handling the justice side 
in civil court, is becoming 
more common. It’s already 
happening informally across 
sectors as technology has 

created a population of 
people armed with the ability 
to fi lm and record at will. 
Look no further than the 
recorded police murders 
that inspired the Black Lives 
Matter movement of 2020 to 
see how personal recording 
devices and now live stream-
ing capabilities have played a 
positive role in justice. 

And locally, as reported in 
Moonshine in The Enforcers, 
p. 11, environmental and 
other county and municipal 
codes are typically run on 
a complaint-based system, 
with the Town of Truckee 
reporting that they’ve lately 
maintain between 100 and 
150 complaints in the queue 
for example. This reliance 
on citizen reporting provides 
more eyes and ears on 
the ground for hazardous 
environmental situations 
and breaches of code, and 
could be considered another 
positive example of self-
reporting mechanisms. Yet it 
isn’t the job of the neighbor 
to call the town or other local 
authority about illegal dump-
ing or trash heaps or river 
slope reconstruction. And 

shouldn’t it be somebody’s job? 
Authorities are increasingly 
relying on the people they 
govern to turn on each other 
at a hyperlocal level, when 
social media information 
silos and oversimplifi cation 
by a national mainstream 
media constantly starved for 
attention are already pulling 
us into ideological factions. 

We’ve evolved to rely heavily 
on our handheld information 
devices — to call it a “phone” 
is laughable, really — and 
we can access networks and 
record and share anything we 
experience in real time. But 
just because we can doesn’t 
mean we should utilize this 
superpower across all sectors 
of society, and we should 
tread particularly lightly into 
the realm of citizen reporting 
when it comes to criminal law 
enforcement. We don’t want 
to fall down any slippery 
slopes while we’re looking at 
our phone. 

~ Becca Loux is a Kings Beach 
30-something with a head full 
of, on alternating days, big 
ideas for society and a little 
sunshine and husky fl uff. 

OPINION

Up to Us?
A trend toward citizen enforcement and self-reporting is a slippery slope

MY SHOT
By Becca Loux
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OPINION

Adversarial Front Line  
Caused by Forest Service Ineptitude

Editors’ note: This piece was submitted to 
Moonshine Ink by a firefighter who has 
decades of experience working in the state 
of California. During the fact-checking 
process and to confirm their statements 
in the below opinion piece, Ink staff 
contacted other firefighters across the 
state. Consensus ranged from “complete 
agreement” to 95%, while another went 
no further than to admit the thoughts 
shared are not unique. 

Because of fear of physical harm and loss 
of livelihood, the firefighter who wrote the 
following asked to remain anonymous.

This has been one of the most 
disheartening seasons of my career. 
I have worked for decades as a 
professional firefighter for one of the 
largest fire departments in California. 
The amount of destruction I have 
witnessed this year and over my career 
is unwarranted, unethical, unnecessary, 
and staggering. 

I have witnessed the willful destruction 
of public lands, private lands, private 
property, homes, livestock, wildlife, 
watersheds, and the like under the 
auspices of “management,” or due to 
malpractice, outdated policy, lack of 
leadership, for personal financial gain, 
and/or the absence of accountability. 

I have participated in fires fought 
aggressively in one zone and 
gaining containment daily, while 
simultaneously being ignited through 
intentionally set flames or burn opera-
tions in another zone.  

I have watched fires become contained, 
only to be lost hours or days later when 
oversight changes.

The public has been misinformed, 
misled, and deceived through actions, 
public information, and messaging. 
The truth has been buried by politics, 
policy, direction, and/or for fear of 
retaliation or retribution. 

From the Lava to the Dixie, 
Beckwourth, Tamarack, Monument, 
and Caldor fires (only naming a few), 
the same hidden story plays out. The 
root of the problem is simple: a land 
management agency, the U.S. Forest 
Service, has oversight of wildland fire 

command on national forest lands, and 
their policy is to manage, not suppress, 
fires. The USFS is a division of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, which 
is a land management agency, not a 
fire department. The USDA’s primary 
mission is “Caring for the Land and 
Serving People.” Nowhere in the mis-
sion statement is there any inclusion 
of “fire suppression” or “protection of 
property or people.” Comparatively, 
Cal Fire’s mission “serves and safe-
guards the people and protects the 
property and resources of California.” 

Fire departments are all-risk, mean-
ing they can respond to any type of 
emergency 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week, 365 days per year from 
fires and rescues to hazardous material 
calls, medical emergencies, gas leaks, 
and swift water rescues. The USFS’s 
primary objective is to manage national 
forests, including overall health, 
logging, recreation, fuels reduction, 
habitat, roads, and fires — to meet 
objectives put forth by the USDA. 
Many of today’s policies date to the 
early 1920s to 1940s, before many of 
the impacted lands were populated. 

Driving the USFS management of fires 
are the fiscal benefits and financial 
gain. The USFS must pay for actions 
that fall outside the scope of the 
standard forestry technician. When on 

a fire, these forestry technicians and 
associated superiors and subordinates 
receive a 25% pay increase for work-
ing outside the scope of duties. If a 
minimum wage worker is paid 25% 
more while a fire is burning versus not, 
what is the motivation to put it out? In 
comparison, a professional firefighter 
is salaried, and the pay is not affected 
by risk, call type, or circumstance. 
The only time pay is increased is when 
firefighters are on overtime. 

The costliest aspect of the management 
of lands for the forest service is the fire 
component. Beyond its own budget, 
it now draws on national emergency 
funding during big fire years. With that, 
the best way to ensure sufficient or 
increased funding is called black acres 
— acres burned equating to billions 
of tax dollars per year allocated to the 
USFS. These black acres are accrued 
by a “let burn” policy, a method for 
managing fire in wilderness areas and a 
general practice throughout the season. 

This is seen year after year with fires 
that could be contained at one to 
two acres that turn into 10,000 to 
300,000-plus acre fires. If one were 
to look at containment levels of USFS 
incidents, it would be noted that 
containment will not increase, is slow 
to increase, or will actually decrease. 
These same reasons are why the USFS 

will keep fires burning until the onset 
of winter when their (mostly) seasonal 
staff is laid off.  

As stated in a memorandum released 
by the head of the USFS Randy Moore 
on Aug. 2, 2021, he suspended the let 
burn policy due to high fire danger. 
In doing so, he provided a permanent 
public record that proves the longtime 
policy and long-standing lack of intent 
to suppress wildland fires. 

The USFS sells its forest management 
approach to the public under “return-
ing the forest to its pre-fire suppression 
state” or “returning fire to the environ-
ment,” or the fire being “unsafe to 
engage on due to steep, inaccessible 
terrain.” When the forest service 
reintroduces natural fire into the forest, 
it is usually hasty or clandestine with 
no plan, holding resources, control, or 
accountability. Much of the time it will 
be done under the cover of night, so 
that individuals cannot be identified 
nor held accountable. 

For decades, I have worked with fellow 
professionals responding to all types of 
calls. I have worked around the clock 
to “go direct” (suppression of the fire’s 
edge) and attack the lines in defense 
of communities and public and private 
lands. Year after year, we have defended 
said communities and lands. We have 

MY SHOT
By an anonymous 

firefighter FACE-OFF: Firefighting personnel with Cal Fire stare down 
the Dixie Fire in early August. Photos courtesy Cal Fire
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responded to assist the USFS 
on large-scale incidents, spe-
cifically to defend and protect 
private property, structures, 
land, and livestock. 

Fire departments are called 
into these incidents because, 
by policy, the USFS does not 
and will not protect private 
property, structures, or land. 
Since it is not a fire depart-
ment, the forest service must 
call in fire departments to 
assist. Cal Fire is routinely 
called upon to assist with air 
and ground resources. When 
fire departments respond to 
a USFS-managed incident, it 
detunes response capabilities 
to all-risk emergencies through-
out the state, as well as puts 
additional wear and tear on the 
personnel and equipment. 

The public message being 
delivered by the USFS of 
“aggressively fighting the 
fire” or “working hard to 
contain” is false and misleading. 
Professional firefighters in the 
crowd routinely mumble under 
their breaths at these briefings 
about how misleading, false, and 
unethical those statements are. 

Many times, these fires are 
managed by the USFS for 
weeks or even months and 
burned into communities 
requiring fire departments to 
respond and defend homes, 
people, and property from 
a fire that never should 
have made it into the com-
munities to begin with. And 
when structures are lost 
(Dixie, Greenville, Caldor, 
Beckwourth) as a direct 
consequence of USFS policy 
and actions, it is the profes-
sional fire departments that 
are left to comfort the public, 
assist with clean up, or rescue 
those trapped.  

Fire departments will work on 
and suppress fires on national 
forest lands (as has been seen 
too many times this year) 
around the clock, including 
after hours, when the USFS is 
sometimes unstaffed because 
a fire is ramping down or in a 
previously burned forest area. 
Fires will then be transitioned 
back to the USFS in the 
morning only to have the fire 
be “lost” hours, days, or weeks 
later. I have personally experi-

enced this on multiple fires this 
year (Tamarack, Beckwourth, 
Dixie, Monument, Lava).

This occurs due to the actions 
or inactions of the USFS, 
whether it is purposeful 
“defensive firing,” or “big box” 
fire management objectives 
(intentionally setting lands on 
fire tens of miles away using 
drip torches, incendiary firing 
devices, and fusees — special 
road flares for wildland fire 
use), or negligence through 
leaving the fire unstaffed 
during off hours. 

The forest service’s defensive 
firing is fraudulent, and in 
fact often leads to structures 
being threatened or destroyed 
because of the “light and leave 
it” tactics. Staff will intention-
ally ignite fires on the line, then 
leave them unchecked when 
their shift ends, driving away 
with no accountability and 
leaving the 24-hour resources 
to hold, catch, or suppress 
what is left. These USFS crews 
carry more firing devices and 
drip torch fuel than firefight-
ing equipment. The hot shot 
supervisor vehicle has a split 
gas and diesel tank to refill 
said drip torches so they can 
continue intentional ignitions 
without leaving the line! 
Just Google “USFS hot shot 
images” and look at how many 
pictures involve them lighting 
fire compared to fighting it. 

This rogue firing is what 
burns into and destroys towns 
like Greenville, Doyle, and 
Janesville (just to name a few). 
When the fires hit these towns, 
private lands, and properties, 
the USFS is nowhere to be 
found! Because it cannot 
protect structures or private 
property policy-wise, the USFS 
does not want to be connected 
as a cause or held responsible 
for these tragic losses.  

In contrast, fire departments 
take action on all fires to 
protect people, property, 
natural and cultural resources, 
and watersheds. By sup-
pressing fires instead of 
managing them, life threat 
and loss decreases, property 
loss decreases, destruction of 
natural resources decreases, 
costs are limited, and the avail-
ability of resources to respond 

to new incidents statewide 
increases — all of which is a 
direct benefit to the taxpaying 
public. Fire suppression does 
not make for unhealthy forests; 
mismanagement does.

When fire departments use 
firing, it is as a tool; it is for 
containment and control, not 
for pay, budget, or personal 
gain. There is always a written 
firing plan, holding forces 
(engines, crews, and dozers to 
keep the fire contained and to 
pick up spot fires), common 
communications, and person-
nel that work 24/7 so the line is 
never left unattended. 

I will now provide firsthand 
accounts, not stories I have 
heard, but things I have 
witnessed:

From watching the Tamarack 
Fire explode while having been 
unstaffed for weeks; to trying 
to defend the town of Doyle 
from a fire front originating 
from a rogue USFS firing 
operation; to running out of 
water and asking for some from 
the multiple USFS engines 
parked nearby watching the 
town burn, only to have them 
turn me down, stating, “We 
don’t defend structures;” to 
witnessing a USFS hot shot 
supervisor order the edge 
firing of a road well ahead of 
the main fire within eyeshot of 
15 structures only to burn 13 
of them to the ground while 
we professional firefighters 
tried unsuccessfully to make 
it through the intentionally set 
firing operation to defend the 
structures; to hot shot crews 
intentionally lighting fire on the 
wrong (green, unburned) side 

of a dozer line that had been 
put in directly on the fire’s 
edge only to have the fire then 
envelope the dozer and opera-
tor and continue to burn for 
days later for more than 63,000 
acres; to working around the 
clock to gain containment 
with dozer lines, hose lines, 
hand lines, and retardant 
only to have the USFS “lose” 
it all hours later and run the 
fire back into a municipality 
requiring new mandatory 
evacuations for a town that 
had just been repopulated; to 
a hot shot crew intentionally 
setting old fuels reduction piles 
of slash on fire well ahead of 
the main fire only to have them 
spot, spread, and threaten 
multiple structures that would 
not have been threatened by 
the main fire front; to having 
air tankers overhead ready to 
drop on a small initial attack 
fire, but being canceled due 
to cost versus values at risk, 
and returned, then having 
the fire blow up into a major 
incident; to having spot fires 
that develop well outside 
containment lines and called 
“holdover lightning strikes” and 
“plume-driven embers” by the 
USFS only to disprove both 
through the use of technology, 
and find fusee caps, drip torch 
fuel, boot prints, and sulfur 
slag (from backfire fusees) at 
the locations. 

These are just a sampling of the 
events I have witnessed; many 
more could be told. 

The “cooperative efforts” and 
“partnership” that is portrayed 
to the public is completely 
false. It is adversarial on the 
fire line, with professional fire 

departments doing what they 
do each day, year-round — 
all-risk public service — while 
the USFS tries to counter 
every action for management 
objectives and fiscal incentives. 

In addition, and in support of 
these rogue actions, the USFS 
also excludes and prohibits 
media coverage of its actions 
on wildland fires to prevent any 
of this from being documented. 
As firefighting personnel 
increasingly record and docu-
ment their fire line experiences 
and more of these actions are 
documented, it is immediately 
apparent that those involved 
are not comfortable being 
recorded by non-USFS 
personnel.  

All of this has gone on for 
decades. It has to stop! 

The USFS needs to be 
restructured, reorganized, and 
held accountable, with policies 
updated to be in line with the 
current conditions of fuels, 
habitation, infrastructure, and 
private property. Management 
plans and policies from the 
early 1900s cannot apply in 
today’s forests and wildland 
urban interface areas. With 
unprecedented drought, 
climate change, and public 
expansion into the wildland, 
policies from over a century 
ago no longer apply, nor are 
they valid. The USFS should 
refocus on the mission of forest 
health now and into the future 
and leave firefighting to the 
professionals. 

Do not just take my word.  
Ask the hard questions; 
demand answers.

SMOKY WITH A CHANCE OF FIRE: This aerial shot shows the 
Caldor Fire at the end of August. The fire’s proximity to the Tahoe 
Basin caused a full evacuation of the City of South Lake Tahoe. 
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OPINION

READERS 
REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com

In response to McClintock 
Town Hall

Directly Unrepresented
During what was described 
as a “Town Hall Meeting,” I 
received a phone call invit-
ing me to join in a conference 
call with Representative Tom 
McClintock of California’s 4th 
District. Thinking it was for 
all constituents, I agreed to 
participate and ask a question. 
I was listed as caller #10. I had 
experienced these calls before, 
but always gave up after a half 
hour of not being called.

This time I committed to 
wait my turn. About a half 
hour into it, a woman came 
on my line and asked [me to 
state my question.] I said, 
“Representative, do you 
still believe ‘the big lie’ that 
President Biden is not the 
legitimately elected president?”

I waited and waited as the 
conference turned into conver-
sations between McClintock 
and an adoring group of 
sycophants who offered 
only supportive comments, 
condemned Democrats, Biden, 
and socialists. They blamed 
wildfi res on the environmen-
talists, the cost of living on 
“illegals,” and climate issues on 
the high price of gasoline. (??) 

McClintock believes Sweden 
is the only country that 
knows how to handle Covid 
(Sweden has a Covid death 
rate 10 times that of its Nordic 
neighbors); that infl ation is 
overtaking us (while infl ation 
is expected to reach 3.2% this 
quarter, experts think this is 
based primarily on temporary 
supply issues and they 
anticipate less than 2.3% in 
2022); and also that California 
is facing “mass migration” 
(growth rate has slowed, but 
the number of Californians is 
still increasing).

My 10th place in line came 
and went. McClintock never 
gave me a chance to speak; he 
took at least 20 calls. It wasn’t 
a conference and this isn’t 
representative democracy, it 
is a sham. After an hour, he 
thanked everyone for their 
input and hung up.

~ Mary Hart Thompson, 
Truckee, via letter

In response to A Hall of 
Mirrors, a developing story, 
online only

Real Journalism
Thanks to Moonshine Ink for 
fairly and accurately covering 
a diffi cult and tragic story. This 
is what real journalism is about 
and Moonshine, as a locally 
owned and operated news 
source, can always be counted 
on to cover the stories that 
need to be told in our com-

munity, [rather than] fi lling 
most of their pages with press 
releases and calling them news 
like other so-called news or-
ganizations in our community 
that are owned by corporate 
outsiders.

~ Katherine Hill, Tahoe 
Vista, via Facebook

Justice for Tiff
I think fi lming someone during 
sex without their consent is a 
form of sexual assault. If the 
law treats it as a misdemeanor 
of minimal importance, then 
the law should change.

~ Judy Zach, Glenshire, via 
Facebook

In response to a personal 
health crisis

To Hell and Back
This is the story about what 
happened to me Aug. 21 to 
Aug. 31, 10 days in the hos-
pital. I came back to Tahoma 
late afternoon on Aug. 21 after 
a pharmacy trip to Truckee. 
When I returned home, I was 
overcome with something that 
attacked my body. 

It came from nowhere, and 
the pain was the most horrifi c 
and terrible pain I have ever 
had in my life. I couldn’t move 
my shoulders, [my] wrists were 
immobile, [and] the pain was 
indefi able from the inside out. 
My phone was only a foot or 
two away and I could not reach 

it. I was fi nally able to use a 
tool from the fi replace to move 
it closer [and call for help. 
After waiting in the ER for 
hours], about 6 or 7 a.m. I was 
transported to a room upstairs 
where the testing began 
immediately. The doctors and 
nurses were mystifi ed and had 
never seen this before! Night 
after night I lay helpless in bed 
in incredible pain. My nurses 
were diligent and rarely left 
my side for days and nights. 
On Saturday the 21st I had 
two surgeries on my right 
shoulder, two on my left, and 
another on my wrist (inside 
was a buildup of pus). They 
thought it might be gout or 
some type of devilish arthritis 
or a blood infection. My 
physical therapists [walked] 
me in a walker back and forth 
in a hallway for a couple of 
days, and I was fi nally able to 
partially walk with the walker. 

Sunday morning of the 29th, 
I was mysteriously able to 
walk across my room with no 
walker, unsure of why [and] I 
couldn’t tell anybody [at fi rst] 
because I couldn’t trust it. 
Finally on Monday the 30th, I 
was up and running. Today is 
Friday, Sept. 3 and I am able 
to walk without assistance. 

Whatever happened to me 
was real and lifechanging. I 
don’t know if this was a divine 
recovery from the heavens or 
a medical miracle. My doctors 
and staff don’t know either. All 
the folks at the Tahoe Forest 
Hospital were awesome; they 
worked really hard to fi x me. 
I would like to thank my two 
main doctors, Scott Ritchie 
and Jonathan Hagen, as well 
as all the nurses and staff that 
pulled together for me. 

~ Jeffrey Hackett, Tahoma, 
via letter

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
P U Z Z L E  PA G E ,  P.  5 4

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

We want to know what you think 
of our coverage of local news, 
mountain life, arts, and culture.

We want to hear about the topics 
you care about in the community. 

Send letters to the editor to 
editors@moonshineink.com to see 
your name and thoughts in print!

Have a thought?

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“THE MOST 
COMMON 
WAY PEOPLE 
GIVE UP 
THEIR 
POWER IS BY 
THINKING 
THEY DON’T 
HAVE ANY.” 

~ ALICE WALKER
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Each day there are more than 
100 earthquakes in the state 

of California. That’s at least 36,500 
quakes over the course of a year. 
This past summer, the Truckee/
Tahoe region experienced swarms 
of smaller-sized temblors, punctu-
ated by the notable magnitude 6.0 
quake on July 8 in Antelope Valley. 
It’s a whole lotta shakin’ going on, 
and it’s got some wondering if an 
earthquake insurance policy might 
be in order.

According to the California 
Earthquake Authority, of the 
15,700 known faults in the state, 
more than 500 are active. Most 
Californians, the authority notes, 
live within 30 miles of an active 
fault. With a greater than 99% 
chance of one or more magnitude 
6.7 or greater earthquakes striking 

the state, and 76% probability of 
one or more magnitude 7.0 shak-
ing Northern California sometime 
in a 30-year period beginning in 
2014, purchasing such a policy 
might not be the worst idea.

The CEA was created in 1996, 
in the wake of the Northridge 
earthquake, magnitude 6.7, which 
rocked California’s San Fernando 
Valley some 20 miles northwest 
of downtown Los Angeles. 
California law since the 1980s has 
mandated that companies selling 
homeowners policies also offer 
earthquake insurance. Following 
the Northridge quake, however, 
which resulted in an estimated 
$20 billion in residential damages, 
only half of which was covered by 
insurance, companies started to 
limit the number of policies sold. 

And much like today’s 
exodus of insurance 
companies dropping 
policies left and right 
due to wildfi re risk, 
by January 1995, 
93% of the California 
homeowners insurance 
market had either 
restricted or stopped 
writing homeowner 
policies altogether.

The CEA is a nonprofi t, publicly 
managed but privately funded, 
and the entity holds two-thirds of 
the residential earthquake insur-
ance policies sold in California. 
Insurance companies can choose to 
issue their own policies or to offer 
policies as participating members 
of the California Earthquake 
Authority. To date, the author-
ity has partnered with 25 of the 
largest insurance companies to 
the point of becoming one of the 
largest providers of residential 
earthquake insurance in the 
world.

To determine your earthquake 
risk, and to fi nd ways to reduce 
it, the CEA maintains three 
websites with useful information 
for homeowners: strengthenmy-
house.com offers guidance on 
strengthening older houses to 
make them less vulnerable to 
earthquake damage; earthquake-
bracebolt.com details grants and 
CEA funds to help Californians 
strengthen their homes; and 
earthquakeauthority.com, which 
provides information about 
residential earthquake insurance 
available for policyholders of 
CEA participating insurers and 
a premium calculator for CEA 
insurance policies. Website 
visitors will also fi nd personal 
preparedness tips, CEA’s What’s 
Shaking? blog, information on 
structural risks to older homes, 
details about CEA research 
efforts, and other resources.

Policies from the CEA are 
available for homeowners, con-
dominium unit owners, renters, 
and mobile home owners. The 
authority currently has more 
than $19 billion in claim-paying 
capacity, which would be enough 
to cover all claims if the 1906 San 
Francisco, 1989 Loma Prieta, or 
1994 Northridge earthquakes reoc-
curred today. Find a policy through 
any of the California Earthquake 
Authority’s 25 participating 
member insurance companies or 
directly through the CEA online at 
earthquakeauthority.com. 

HOME FRONT

Risky Business
Earthquake Authority helps determine 

quake risk, provides coverage
By Juliana Demarest | Moonshine Ink

ALL SHOOK UP: According to the California Earthquake 
Authority, large quakes from faults such as those in the San 
Francisco Bay Area or east of the Sierra Nevada can also cause 
signifi cant damage to homes, businesses, and communities that 
seem far away, especially in areas where water levels are high in 
soft soils that can settle unevenly during shaking.

1994 Northridge earthquakes reoc-

the point of becoming one of the 
largest providers of residential 
earthquake insurance in the 

To determine your earthquake 
risk, and to fi nd ways to reduce 
it, the CEA maintains three 
websites with useful information 
for homeowners: strengthenmy-
house.com offers guidance on 
strengthening older houses to 
make them less vulnerable to 
earthquake damage; earthquake-
bracebolt.com details grants and 
CEA funds to help Californians 

curred today. Find a policy through 
any of the California Earthquake 

websites with useful information 

any of the California Earthquake 
Authority’s 25 participating 
member insurance companies or 
directly through the CEA online at 
earthquakeauthority.com. 
directly through the CEA online at 
earthquakeauthority.com. 

CALIFORNIA EARTHQUAKE 
AUTHORITY PARTICIPATING 
INSURANCE AGENCIES

ACA Insurance (AAA)
Allstate
Amica Mutual Insurance Company
Armed Forces Insurance Exchange
ASI
Automobile Club of Southern California 
(AAA)
California FAIR Plan
Commerce West
CSAA-AAA Northern California
Encompass
Farmers Insurance Group
Foremost
Homesite
Hyundai Marine & Fire Insurance Policy
Liberty Mutual Group Business Insurance
Agriculture / Farm
Liberty Mutual Insurance
MAPFRE
Mercury
Nationwide Insurance
Nationwide Private Client
Progressive
Safeco
State Farm Insurance
Toggle
USAA

   

MountainBountyFarm.com (530) 292-3776

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

Organic Vegetable, Fruit, and Flower CSA Shares 
delivered to convenient community locations in:

Tahoe • Truckee • Reno • Join today!
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single-family homes for sale as of Oct. 1

Including 14 Tahoe Lakefronts

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single-family homes pending as of Oct. 1

Including 3 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*         North & West Shores**         Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single-family homes sold 
as of Sept. 30

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $1.2M

MEDIAN PRICE Single-family homes median price 
as of Sept. 30
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Single-family home sales in all micro-regions decreased from August to September. With 
the exception of Incline Village and Crystal Bay, the number of active listings in all 

micro-regions increased throughout the same period. Median prices continued to rise, with 
the exception of Truckee, where the median price dipped 4%. Given the season change and 
the impact that the Caldor Fire had on August and September sales activity, it would seem 
logical to expect a slowdown in the real estate market this past month. However, the Tahoe 
Sierra MLS single-family home available inventory is still 25% less than it was in September 
2020 and the median price is 30% higher than last year, which indicates that signifi cant 
demand still exists. ~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe LuxuryProperties

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT
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A common side effect of moun-
tain living is the possibility 
 of cohabiting with mice. As 

days start to get shorter, and nights 
colder, it would make sense that these 
tiny rodents would begin looking for 
winter accommodations. Yet, contrary 
to what one might believe, these crit-
ters take advantage of warmer weather 
to scope out their winter digs.

“Mice do not look for a home when it 
gets cold,” Panda Pest Management’s 
Steven Roth explained to Moonshine 
Ink. “They don’t want to leave when 
it gets cold. They spend their time 
looking for a place to live all summer, 
storing food for the winter. Your home 
is perfect … it’s warm, safe, and free 
of predators. I catch plenty of mice all 
summer long.”

Without taking proper precautions 
before the cold weather really sets in, 
you could fi nd yourself living with a 
family of furry roommates who like to 
party all night, skittering about in the 
walls of your abode — but there are 
ways you can let them know there’s no 
vacancy.

The fi rst order of business is to 
eliminate points of entry where mice 
can fi nd a way inside.

“It is [in] most homeowners’ best 
interest to make sure that all door 
sweeps and garage doors are properly 
maintained and service their purpose,” 
recommends TNT Pest Control owner 
Eric Kuch. “Have all vents and exterior 
bases checked for any openings and 
make sure that most food and water 
are put away at night.”

Loose or missing vent covers, gaps 
around windows, and cracks in the 
foundation are all spots where mice 
typically enter. Inspect both the 
exterior and interior of your home 
and cover up any potentially appeal-
ing entryways. Caulk and weather 

stripping are great for sealing smaller 
spaces, like gaps around pipes under 
the sink. Should you come across a 

larger hole and need a quick fi x, try 
stuffi ng it with steel wool. Unlike 

cloth, weather stripping, or canned 
spray foam, mice won’t chew through 
steel wool.

Next up: Lead them not into tempta-
tion. Properly store human and pet 
food and be diligent about putting 
lids on garbage cans, especially if you 
keep them in the garage. If you have 
outdoor birdfeeders, which is tricky 
in bear country in the fi rst place (you 
might recall the hummingbear drinking 
its fi ll from a feeder on Moonshine’s 
September 2021 cover), station them 
far enough from your home so that 
they don’t appear to be an all-you-can-
eat buffet invite for mice. Be mindful 
of plantings around the home and 
select shrubs or plants that won’t serve 
as safe houses for critters to build a 
nest. Also, be sure to properly store 
any and everything that could make 
for a comfy nest: drop cloths, old 
newspapers, dust rags, pretty much 
any material that can be chewed and 
ripped to pieces.

You’ll know if mice have moved in 
with you. If hearing them scurrying 
through your walls at night doesn’t 
give away their presence, you’ll fi nd 
other evidence like droppings, chewed 
up food, paper, plastic, even clothing 
items. You might even spy chew marks 
on dry wall.

“[It’s] defi nitely not … a bad idea to 
have a professional come take a look at 
it with a trained eye,” Kuch notes.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, mice can 
directly transmit several diseases, the 
most common of which is hantavirus 
pulmonary syndrome. HPS is con-
tracted by breathing in dust that is 
contaminated with rodent urine or 
droppings, or through direct contact 
with such. It can also be transmitted 
through bite wounds but the CDC 
notes that this is rare. Leptospirosis, 
salmonellosis, and plague are also 
transmitted by mice, so keeping the 
critters out of your personal space is a 
health and safety matter.

Should the little buggers fi nd their way 
inside, there are several measures you 

can try to make things a bit less invit-
ing. Some are tried and true; others, 
not so much. I write from experience 
because several years back, a mouse 
family decided to take up residence 
in my old Jeep. It. Was. Disgusting. I 
had two small kids at the time and was 
vacuuming, cleaning, and disinfect-
ing every single day. I tried lavender 
sachets, peppermint and tea tree oils, 
scented fabric softener dryer sheets, 
you name it. My car smelled pleasant, 
but it did nothing to deter the rodents 
from breaking and entering. Yet I have 
heard of other folks who swear by 
these methods.

“I’ve seen it all,” notes TNT’s Kuch, 
who added that maybe the power of 
Pine Sol’s odor is successful but it’s 
always wise to hire a professional if 
you want them out for good.

Other similarly smelly tricks, which 
seem to be more effective, include 
placing ammonia or moth balls near 
the points of entry. Ammonia mimics 
the odor of urine, tricking mice into 
thinking predators are nearby, while 
moth balls are so potent, they can 
even drive away some of your fellow 
humans. So it’s best to use those 
away from inhabited spaces. The jury 
is still out on whether Irish Spring 
bar soap is an effective deterrent. 
Some swear by it, noting that only 
the original fragrance is effective, 
while others say mice like to eat soap. 
Personally, I recall as a child going to 
my aunt’s cabin in upstate New York’s 
Adirondack Mountains and opening 
the place following a long winter 
closure and fi nding that mice had 
eaten all the bar soap that had been 
left in the bathroom.

Plug-in devices that emit high sonic 
frequencies are believed to drive away 
rodents that have already made their 
way indoors. You can also turn to 
classic elimination methods like sticky 
pads and old-school mouse traps. 
But if you want to go the “all natural” 
route, your best bet is to head to the 
animal shelter and get yourself a cat. It 
really, truly works. Within two weeks 
of losing our fi rst cat, mice moved 
back into our house. We got two cats 
soon after and in the eight years that 
they’ve been part of the family, any 
misguided mice who’ve made it inside 
haven’t stood a chance. 

HOME FRONT

SPACE IT UP
By Juliana Demarest

MADE OF STEEL: Mice will happily chew their 
way through the soft textures of materials like 
weather stripping or canned spray foam. If you 
need a quick fi x to plug a hole, stuff it with 
some non-mouse-friendly steel wool.

OPEN INVITATION: Missing or damaged vent 
covers on your home’s exterior might as well 
have a fl ashing sign announcing to mice that 
there’s “vacancy” at your mountain inn. Photos 
by Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

Unauthorized Entry
Keep mice from moving in with you

*Come in 
before Dec.13
to receive the 
early season
discount of 
$50 OFF

TAHOE CITY TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE WEST KINGS BEACH OLYMPIC VALLEY

530-583-6415

Get your kiddos geared 
up for the winter!

TahoeDaves.com

Packages start as low as $125*

Kids’ Seasonal Leases
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The morning of Mother’s Day, 
everything was fine with our 

beloved Coco, a 6-year-old giant 
German shepherd with the sweetest 
disposition. We went on a family 
hike and Coco did her normal thing 
— running ahead to sniff trees and 
bushes and picking up pinecones 
and sticks. She seemed so happy to 
be playing outside with all of her 
humans — my husband, our three 
kids, and me.

It was only later that day, when we 
got home from lunch, that I started to 
notice something was wrong. When I 
opened the front door, Coco couldn’t 
even get up from her bed in the living 
room to greet us. We walked over to her 
and rubbed her head and belly, and she 
seemed happy. Still, she didn’t get up.

By the next day, Coco was even 
more lethargic. Her fur was matted 
and clumping in spots, like it was 
getting ready to fall out in tuffs. She 

seemed spacey and 
only half there. We 
placed her favorite 
treat in front of her 
as she lay on the 
deck, and she could 
only muster the 
effort to  lick it with 
the very tip of her 
tongue. My heart 
sank. 

I took her to the 
vet, expecting that 
he would tell me she 
needed such and 
such medication 
and would be good 
to go in a few days. 
Instead, much to 
my shock, Coco 
was diagnosed with 
immune mediated 
hemolytic anemia. 
Her immune system 
was attacking 
her own red blood cells, making 
her anemic and reducing oxygen 
delivery. We rushed her to the 
emergency vet in Reno for a blood 
transfusion and tried to remain 
hopeful. But the next morning, I got 
the news I had been dreading — her 
bilirubin, which is created by the 
breakdown of red blood cells, was 
off the charts and fl ooding her brain. 
She was losing cognitive abilities.

My husband and I wept. We had 
no choice but to put her down. 
Yet I didn’t know how I would fi nd 
the strength to say goodbye to this 
creature that had become my heart. 
How was I going to kiss her for 
the last time, to place my forehead 
against hers and tell her how much 
I loved her, how much she meant 
to me? She had been my constant 
companion for the past six years, 
always by my side. My favorite thing 

in the world was to hike 
with her. We explored 
new trails together, 
hiked old ones, went 
on long hikes with 
friends and their dogs. 
We mountain biked 
together, too, and in 
the winter we skied 
together. The back of 
my car was permanently 
covered in dog hair. 
I liked to joke that I 
spent more time with 
Coco than my own 
children. My children 
joked that she was my 
favorite child.

How could I carry on 
with her gone? Why 
the heck did losing a 
dog hurt so much? And 
would I ever be the 
same again?

Thankfully, there are experts who 
have  the answers and resources to 
help grieving pet owners manage the 
bereavement process.

“We have more contact with our 
pets often than with people,” said 
Bonnie Goodman, a grief counselor 
who runs the Humane Society of 
Truckee-Tahoe’s Pet Loss Support 
Group. “Many people consider them 
our soul mates. We often spend 
more time with them than our 
people. Therefore, our connection 
with our pets can be very intimate.”

Also, our relationship with our 
pets is uncomplicated. Unlike with 
friends and family, we don’t have 
issues or emotional baggage with 
our pets. They love us for who we 
are, unconditionally.

“Pets for a lot of people satisfy a 
different kind of need, a need humans 
can’t satisfy on a level that pets can,” 
said Erin Ellis, HSTT’s community 
engagement director in charge of the 
pet loss support group, which started 
last fall. “Pets are there regardless of 
who you are, what your job is, how 
much money you make. They are 
faithful companions. Their death can 
leave a void.”

How we deal with the void is 
deeply personal, but Goodman 
recommended processing the loss 
by talking about it. This can include 

Losing a pet is incredibly painful, but thankfully there 
are resources to help you get through it

Goodbye, Old Friend 

CHILLIN’: Coco loved to cool off in the snow, above. The author 
and her sidekick, Coco, at the top of Granite Chief Trail in Squaw 
Valley, pictured at left. Courtesy photos

BY MELISSA SIIG
Special to Moonshine Ink

MOUNTAIN LIFE
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FEELIN’ BLUE: The author’s daughter, Kaya, with Blue 
the day the family brought him home from the shelter in 
Vacaville. Photo by Steven Siig

writing a goodbye letter 
to your pet, talking with 
friends, or joining a support 
group. Rituals are also 
helpful, Goodman said, like 
lighting a candle next to your 
dog’s picture or creating an 
alter with her collar, bed, and 
condolence letters.

One thing Goodman said 
that resonated with me was 
this: “The way we bond with 
our pets tends to determine 
how we grieve.” I found this 
to be incredibly true of my 
experience after Coco died, 
when I became engulfed 
in pain and grief, unable 
to talk to anyone except 
my immediate family. I 
knew the only way through 
the grief was to do what 
Coco and I had always 
done together — walk in 
the woods. So for five days 
straight, I hiked a different 
trail every day, clasping 
her pink collar to my 
breastbone as I walked and 
I cried, walked and cried, 
until on the sixth day, I 

finally felt like I had moved 
beyond the anguish to 
something like acceptance.

Steve Woods, who owns 
A Beloved Friends Pet 
Crematory in Reno and is 
a certified pet bereavement 
consultant, said the most 
important thing to do when 
grieving an animal is to be 
good to yourself.

“I tell people to take it easy, 
people are pretty upset when 
this happens,” said Woods, 
who founded A Beloved 
Friends in 2008, the first 
accredited pet crematorium 
in the country. “They need 
to eat and take care of 
themselves instead of just 
sitting in a stupor. You have 
to carry on with activities and 
daily living. It’s okay to grieve 
for pets, everybody does.”

This may be the most 
important aspect of a support 
group — knowing you are not 
alone in your feelings.

“For some people, it’s nice 
to just be validated that the 

grief is real, that it’s normal 
to feel this way,” said Ellis, 
who lost her two dogs 
within months of each other 
over a year ago. “It’s nice to 
feel the support of a group 
that is also feeling this way. 
It can be oddly uplifting for 
some people to know it’s 
okay to grieve like that.”

The HSTT support group 
is purposefully kept small 
— up to seven adults — to 
allow people who wish to 
speak ample time to talk.

There are also no rules 
about when is the right time 
to get a new pet. Goodman 
noted that some people may 
feel guilty about adopting 
a new dog and worry 

that they will forget their 
deceased canine. To combat 
that, Goodman advised 
doing things that keep your 
bond with your former pet 
alive, like donating to the 
humane society in your 
dog’s honor or keeping a 
photo of your beloved pet in 
a special place.

A new puppy, Blue, came 
into our lives two months 
after we lost Coco. At 
first, I felt like I was 
betraying Coco, but then I 
realized that all dogs come 
from the same source — 
love. So in a sense, Coco 
lives on in Blue. That 
makes me both tear up and 
smile every single day.

The HSTT pet loss support 
group meets the third 
Wednesday of every month 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. over 
Zoom (for now) and is free. To 
sign up, email erin@hstt.org.

To learn more about 
A Beloved Friends 
Pet Crematory, visit  
belovedfriendspetcrematory.
com.  

On June 21 2021, local legend Dr Frankenstein World Destroyer Mr Bojangles 
Catfi sh John ascended to the ether. Born on Halloween in Hayfork to what was 
said to be “the ugliest bitch” alive, the German Blackhuahua Bullherd  grew to be 
what many people rightly recognized as “the cutest puppy theyʼd ever seen”. 

Throughout his 12 years and 233 days gracing the temporal world, Frankʼs 
presence delighted and inspired those who met him, even just in passing. As 
the proud ambassador at Pass It On Thrift, his everloving kind spirit brought 
joy to thousands.    

Frank was an excellent navigator who enjoyed camping and adventures 
into the unknown. He excelled at games and even invented a few himself. 
Frank was a beloved practical joker with a sense of humor that rivaled and 
challenged his companions daily.  An impressive and handsome canine, 
Frankʼs grasp of the English language and his excellent manners never ceased 
to amaze those around him.

Frank was a gentleman who loved cats, rolling in the mud and digging for buried 
treasure. He loved to swim and run and bark. He loved lounging in the sunshine 
as much as he loved bounding through snow drifts on a powder day.  

Frankʼs heart of gold and his smile as bright as the sun will never be forgotten. 
He left behind many devoted 
friends and family. We will 
always remember his kindness 
and lessons in love, patience 
and loyalty. He is and will 
continue to be deeply missed.  

A celebration of life will be 
held at his home in Kings 
Beach on what would have 
been his 13th birthday.

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

Dr. Frankenstein October 31, 2008 - June 21, 2021

MOUNTAIN LIFE
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I am a longtime resident of the North 
Shore of Lake Tahoe. For the past six 
years, I have eaten only locally grown 
tomatoes; I mean locally grown as in 
about 10 feet from my kitchen door. 
Admittedly, some come from a more 
distant location — maybe 60 feet 
away. I took a break from growing 
tomatoes in 2020, mostly because of 
having to put up 81 quarts of tomato 
purée from 2019’s harvest of 260 
pounds — and from having a loaded 
freezer. But I was back at it this 
season with my harvest again exceed-
ing 200 pounds.

I had more than a passing interest in 
gardening as a youngster in Southern 
California. At 10, I was growing a vari-
ety of vegetables  — radishes, carrots, 
onions, tomatoes, squash. The hobby 
was curtailed by busy high school 
life and employment. Years later, 
although working toward a teaching 
credential and various employments at 
the irregular, erratic schedule of adult 
(college/university) education, I again 
“turned the dirt.” One summer was so 
productive I bought only a few things 
from the store: condiments, dairy, 
sauces, dressings, and the like. The 
deluge of garden produce continued 
well into October.

The strings of life pulled me away from 
gardening for many years, especially 
my move to Tahoe. When I acquired 
permanent residence, I shoved a 
shovel into the dirt, followed by a 
variety of seeds. Most sprouted ... 
and that’s about all they did, getting 
nothing more than a few inches tall. 
A couple years of that and I quit. I 
concluded the best things to grow at 
Tahoe were pine trees and dandelions.

Years later, unable to quench that 
hunger to garden, and taking note of 
an especially sunny/warm spot (by 
Tahoe standards) that was previously 
unexplored, I gave it another shot. 
I bought seeds and tomato plants at 
the local nursery, confi rming multiple 
times, “These are large tomatoes, 
right? Like beefsteak, slicing, salad 
tomatoes?” The attendant assured me 
they would be huuuuge.

They were cherry tomatoes.

However, the fact that I got a couple 
of handfuls from eight plants that 

grew to a few feet high 
astounded me. They 
were surrounded by 
midget lettuce, Swiss 
chard, onion, radish, car-
rot, and non-producing 
squash. I subse-
quently applied 
science to my 
renewed 
interest. 
I began 
investigat-
ing my 
yard’s 
micro-envi-
ronments, 
testing various 
tomato varieties, 
trying various plant 
sources, and developing 
helpful plant growth and manage-
ment techniques.

Over several seasons I worked seven 
plots of ground around my house, now 
whittled down to just the two most 
productive. I experienced varieties that 
did everything from die to produce 8 
pounds on a plant. The purchase cost 
per plant has dropped from about $4 
to 10 cents. (That 10-cent variety now 
requires coaxing seeds to sprout, then 
babysitting them in-house for several 
weeks until they’re of planting size and 
the weather conditions cooperate.) 
Harvests have grown from a handful to 
consistently over 200 pounds.

My tomato growing endeavor has 
resulted in this: I have tomatoes 
year-round and they are 100% 
organic. There is not one molecule 

of introduced commercial fertilizer, 
insecticide, pesticide, fungicide, 
growth hormone, etc. Disclaimer: 
All my store-bought produce scraps 
go to the garden and those are not 
always organic. The most pollution 
my tomatoes experience is dust, easily 
removed with a quick rinse.

I grow tomatoes because I can. It’s 
great to be successful at something, 
and I found one, teeny weeny little 
spot in the universe where I can enjoy 
success. It has taken a lot of time and 
a good deal of work to reach this level. 
As an aside, if you’ve ever wondered 
if farmers market products are worth 
it ... yes! This is not advertising for my 
tomatoes — they aren’t for sale.

Another result of voluptuous tomato 
production is the invasion of hundreds 
of tomatoes each fall in virtually every 
room in my house. Were you to visit 
me after the fi rst hard frost, you would 
not fi nd a bed available to sleep on, 
a desk to work at, a table to eat at. 
Wash your clothes at the laundry mat; 
my washer’s busy — as a nice fl at area 
to incubate tomatoes because, for 
several reasons, I get few vine-ripened 
tomatoes; they reliably morph from 
green to delectable red in two to three 
weeks. Sorry, no cold beers in the 
fridge — it’s occupied by tomatoes 
awaiting pureéifi cation. I put plywood 
on sawhorses in a room to house a 
colony of tomatoes, engaged in their 
magical color-changing act. Although, 
for several reasons, I get few vine-
ripened tomatoes, they reliably morph 
from green to delectable red in two to 
three weeks.

As any gardener knows, serious 
growing encompasses more than the 
growing period of the summer months. 
Fall nudges me to prepare the ground 
for the next year; spring asks me if I’ve 
ordered plants (now seeds); imminent 
summer pushes me to fi nalize soil 
preparation and resource assessment 
— auto watering system, trellising, 
ties, etc.; approaching fall importunes 
... clear the counters, beds, tables, 
desks, shelves, appliance tops, and 
refrigerator for incoming harvest, and 
calculate canning jar need. 

(left) QUITE A HANDFUL: Following an abundant harvest in 
2019 — 260 pounds’ worth! — Peter Sporleder took a year off 

because he had more tomatoes than he knew what to do with. He 
was back at it this year, with a yield of 200 pounds. Courtesy photos.

(right) CREATIVE COUNTERTOP: Once all his countertops and any other 
fl at open spaces are covered in tomatoes, Peter Sporleder will lay plywood on 

sawhorses in a room to house a colony of tomatoes as they come to be fully ripened.

BY PETER SPORLEDER
Special to Moonshine Ink 

BOUNTIFUL HARVEST
A tale of Tahoe tomato-growing 

 SOUL KITCHEN

UNCANNY: “For weeks in the fall, I have tomato slices that hide a burger bun,” says local 
gardener Peter Sporleder. “Whenever I want guacamole (which is just about every day), in a 
short while it will appear ... If I get a hankering for something Italian or Mexicano, jars of tomato 
purée are waiting to become sauce or salsa. It’s a great topping for a pan of stir-fry veggies and 
complements a salad nicely, either directly or as an ingredient in the dressing.”
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 BE KIND | BE CALMBE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St. , Tahoe City CA 530-583-8551

christyhill.com

 EARTH TO TABLE

www.Pacif icCrestWP.com
William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities 

and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

The shortest distance between these 

two points is  a financial plan.

Let an independent financial advisor help you craft a 
plan that puts your interests and objectives first. 

That’s an approach that makes sense in 
these—or any—market conditions.

 530-563-5250   
bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

Bil l  Aust inCFP® and John ManocchioCFP®

CalmPANIC
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Outdoor publications have faced a 
diffi cult crossroads over the past 

decade or so: Chase after limited ad 
dollars with a hearty helping of top-10 
lists and gear reviews — or cut their 
losses and shut down. Sometimes 
both. Watching Powder Magazine — an 
outdoor staple and paragon magazine 
of my childhood in a mountain town — 
publish its last issue almost one year ago 
was another painful blow, which brought 
up the question: Is outdoor journalism at 
the end of its rope?

Far from it. The 20th century 
business model might be tired and 
frayed but the underlying artform is 
still as vivacious and fresh as ever, 
according to Mike Rogge, who began 
resurrecting and reimagining the 
storied Mountain Gazette last year.

“For me the [print] medium is one that 
I loved as a kid,” Rogge said. “I used to 
pick up copies at the grocery store with 
my mom — Freeze, Powder, Freeskier — 
and two out of the three of those aren’t 
there anymore. I felt like there was a 
place for it, and my bet was right.”

Rogge is a Tahoe resident and former 
Moonshine contributor who now divides 
his time between the Gazette, his wife 
and son, and the local media company 
he founded, Verb Cabin. His more than 
15-year career as a magazine editor 
has spanned the prolifi c publications 
Powder Magazine, Vice Sports, and The 
Ski Journal, but he says he still felt like he 

was starting from the ground fl oor after 
buying the Gazette. For the fi rst time he 
was now a publisher, and he immediately 
started picking up the phone and making 
calls. Rogge consulted everyone from 
the co-founder of MTV, to the former 
publisher of VICE Magazine, to the 
founder of Rolling Stone and numerous 
others to craft a business plan and vision 
for the Gazette that fi t the 55-year-old 
magazine’s legendary spirit. A $60-a-year 
subscription will ship the gigantic, matte 
fi nish, coffee table centerpiece to the 
reader biannually in the spring and fall.

“What I realized was it’s totally 
doable; it’s the subscriber model, 
and what I think is cool is you put 
all the value where it always should 
have been, which is on the readers 
— informing, entertaining, and 
captivating your readers,” Rogge said. 
“And what you do is, you say if we’re 
captivating you, please pay for this 
thing; we don’t give it up for free.”

The next step was formulating an 
editorial vision for the magazine, 
starting with poring over the 50 boxes of 
old issues Rogge had mailed to his door. 
The Gazette has a history of engaging 
readers for decades with its genuine take 
on the outdoor lifestyle and disregard 
for what might be called “standard 
protocol” in the world of journalism. 
Rogge said that founding editor Mike 
Moore didn’t mind bending a few rules 
for the sake of a good story, letting his 

writers write on “longer than maybe 
they should have” and publishing long 
series over multiple issues, sometimes 
even 100-page manuscripts. In a 
long-ago written article for the magazine 
called Survivor: The long (down and 
dirty) history of the Mountain Gazette, 
former writer Dick Dorworth calls the 
publication “a place to develop and 
regularly publish the kind of writing I 
most enjoyed and thought most valuable 
but could not get published elsewhere.”

The Mountain Gazette was originally 
launched as Skier’s Gazette by Moore 
in 1966, and a team of offbeat literary 
dirtbags quickly turned it into a writing- 
and photography-forward, irreverent, 
counterculture publication of mountain 
towns across the country. According to 
Rogge it “became a home” for writers 
varying from true mountain bums like 
Dorworth to national household names 
like Edward Abbey and Hunter S. 
Thompson. Plagued by fi nancial issues 
— Dorworth writes that Ed Abbey would 
typically send a check to the Gazette
with his manuscripts — the magazine 
shuttered and reopened countless times 
over the past fi ve decades, each time 
leaving a palpable void in the literary 
outdoor world.

Now, about one year after resurrecting 
the title, Rogge said he already has about 
3,000 subscribers and plans to hold true 
to the roots that gave the Gazette its cult 
following. It was a magazine founded on 
colorful characters and the stories behind 
them, and so it’s a people-focused trail 
he wants to take the magazine down. 
In the latest issue, the stunning 11-inch 

by 17-inch cover photo of a silhouetted 
fi refi ghter abreast a wall of fl ames 
highlights one of the main features on 
the men and women who  fi ght fi re in 
the West. The striking matte fi nish, large 
format magazine — 99 square inches 
larger than most traditional publications 
— was chosen to highlight the large 
landscapes that the Gazette’s stories will 
occupy, according to Rogge.

“We cover the stories that happen when 
you walk out your front door,  whether 
your front door is in Lake Tahoe or 
Manhattan, Los Angeles, Denver, 
Boulder, or wherever,” Rogge said, 
adding that this wide-lens approach 
gives the magazine the opportunity to 
produce stories that most established 
outdoor publications would shy away 
from, and hugely expand the talent of 
the writers and photographers he gets to 
work with. A writer from LA is making 
the case in the next issue that the coyote 
is a better representation of America 
than the bald eagle. Another upcoming 
feature will take a look at the country’s 
houseless people — who by nature spend 
more time outside than anybody. Behind 
the keyboard and lens, the Gazette
also hired the fi rst black female senior 
photographer in the history of outdoor 
publications this year, and Rogge says 
another artist is using the Gazette as a 
way to come out of the closet.

“Our magazine is good because of the 
people who make it … and that means 
the writers and the photographers,” 
Rogge said. Issue 166 of the Gazette will 
ship to subscribers around the country 
(and farther) in November. 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

GOING

Outdoor publications have faced a was starting from the ground fl oor after 

 BY SAGE SAUERBREY | Special to Moonshine Ink

PRINT AIN’T DEAD: 
The Mountain 
Gazette rang in its 
55th year of existence 
with a bang. The 
most recent iteration 
is more than twice 
the size of its 
predecessor issues 
in order to properly 
showcase the writers, 
photographers, and 
subjects of the grand 
outdoor space they 
all inhabit. Photo 
by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink
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ARTS & CULTURE

Making and creating art is known to 
be therapeutic. Artistic expression 
has become an accepted form of 
therapy in all manner of institutions, 
from hospitals and schools to 
veterans’ clinics and psychiatric and 
rehabilitation facilities, for individuals 
facing challenges and working through 
diffi culties. So, for artist Tina Basich 
Haller, it was only natural that when her 
daughter, Addison, faced a life-changing 
health diagnosis, she turned to art as a 
way to work through her emotions.

Addison Haller was just 10 years 
old in 2017 when she found out she 

had scoliosis, an abnormal curvature 
of the spine.

“When I saw Addison’s spine from her 
MRI for the fi rst time, I was shocked,” 
Tina explained. “It took a while for it 
to sink in about what scoliosis is and 
how we were going to handle it.”

They learned that Addison’s main 
curve was 33 degrees. Normal spine 
curvature is anything under 10 degrees.

“I turned to my art and started 
creating mixed media pieces right 
away,” said Tina, who began to 
incorporate Addison’s spinal MRI 
images into her works. “It’s been an 
outlet for me and a way to process 
our journey with scoliosis. I hope 

to raise awareness 
about scoliosis, as 
it is so common and 
easy to miss.”

Tina says that 
growing up, she 
always had art in 
her life. Her own 
mother is an artist, 
and Tina and her 
brother were often 
doing some sort 
of art as kids, so 
using art to process 
the emotions of 
her daughter’s 
diagnosis was a 
natural progression. 
Addison, she said, 
was open to Tina’s 
use of the MRI 
images in her mixed 

media works, and now she is joined 
by both her own mother and Addison 
in her art room, three generations 
creating works together.

The images coming out of Tina’s 
studio are the result more of 
expression than inspiration as she 
processes their journey. Addison’s 
MRI images combine with vintage 
postcard fl owers and hand-drawn focal 
points to create striking mixed media 
collages. A professional snowboarder 
along with her brother in the late ’80s, 
Tina has long incorporated her art into 
snowboard designs. She’s partnered 
with CAPiTA Snowboards and has 
a line of boards coming out Nov. 
15. Each of the snowboards in the 
three-board WARRIOR series features 
her artwork. Her mixed media images 
are also reproduced onto skateboard 
decks; they are intended to be wall art 
and not for actual use.

Tina’s Scoliosis Warrior Art series is 
being featured at Tahoe City’s Trunk 
Show through the month of October 
or until her work sells out. (An artist’s 
reception will be held at a future date. 
Follow @trunkshow on Facebook and 
Instagram for details.)

“As someone who battles invisible 
illness, I’m inspired to advocate for 
people with medical struggles,” said 
Trunk Show owner Jaclyn Woznicki. 
“Art is therapeutic and offers makers 
an opportunity to be at peace with 
themselves through their work.”

As for Addison’s future, at 14, 
she’s now been under the care of 
Scoliosis Care Centers in Campbell, 
California for four years. Treatment 
focuses on stretching the spinal 
cord to meet the length of the 
spine to relieve the tension and 
lessen the curve. With much effort 
and commitment to her treatment, 
Addison has grown almost 7 inches, 
and her largest curve is staying at 
around 20 degrees, which is safely 
out of surgical range.

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

ALL MIXED UP: Tina Basich Haller creates mixed media collages such as Wanderer, pictured, 
on canvas and wood. Daughter Addison is following her mother’s artistic footsteps by creating 
her own mixed media collages. Addison’s works are available on canvas, paper, and metal.

ARTISTIC THERAPY: Tina Basich Haller and her daughter, Addison, have both used art as a means of working 
through the emotions of Addison’s scoliosis diagnosis. Courtesy photos

Local artists work through 
a scoliosis diagnosis

BY JULIANA DEMAREST

Local artists work through 
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“We are so grateful for this 
treatment and Addison’s 
hard work,” Tina added.

She is hopeful that her art 
conveys a message that 
inspires others, too, to tap 
into their inner strength.

“I lean to a quote: ‘You 
never know how strong you 
are, until being strong is 
the only choice you have.’ 
This just speaks to me and 
comes through in my art,” 
she said. “I’ve learned so 
much about life and how it 

can come on in such waves 
of emotions and challenges 
from just watching my 
daughter take this on with 
such determination.”

View her works at 
scoliosiswarriorart.com. 

PREPARE FOR 
EXTENDED 
POWER OUTAGES  
During extreme fire weather, 
energy providers may turn power off 
to protect communities from the threat  
of equipment-related wildfires.  

This could result in loss of power 
for multiple days. 

STAY READY NEVADA COUNTY: 

Update your contact information 
with your utility company for alerts 
prior to a power outage.

Keep your car fueled 
with gas or electricity. 

Make a plan for medications 
and medical equipment requiring 
power and refrigeration. 

Stock up on batteries, 
flashlights, nonperishable 
foods, ice, and water. 

ReadyNevadaCounty.org/Poweroutages 

READY
NEVADA
COUNTY

To connect to more 
resources, call 2-1-1 
or 1-833-DIAL-211

SKATING THE ISSUE: Some of Tina Basich Haller’s mixed media collages are 
available as reproductions sublimated on brushed aluminum vinyl skateboard 
decks. The boards are meant for decorative wall art, not for actual riding. Her 
WARRIOR line of snowboards (intended for use) is due out in November.

ARTS & CULTURE
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•  It doesn’t all fi t here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event. TAP CALENDAR

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) North Tahoe Arts presents Kids’ Art Thursdays, courtesy photo; Monster Jam returns to the Reno-Sparks Livestock Events Center, photo by Sallie 
Palmieri Rego/Feld Entertainment; Homewood presents Halloweekend, photo by Alex Baker; Heart of Gold bike race for mental health awareness, courtesy photo

ONGOING
Through November
COMMUNITY | Calling All Elves!
Sierra Senior Services is joining 
forces with the Queen of Hearts 
through the Tahoe Truckee Commu-
nity Foundation to coordinate gifts 
for seniors this holiday season. The 
groups will be providing one or two 
small items and a general gift card 
for each person to purchase his or 
her own gift. Instead of purchasing 
gifts for individual seniors, please 
consider donating the amount of 
money you would have spent on 
the gifts to the effort for all seniors. 
Find the link to the donation page 
through the Tahoe Truckee Com-
munity Foundation. Once again, 
Covid-19 restrictions will not allow 
food items to be distributed to the 
apartments or Meals on Wheels 
participants. Last year, Sierra Senior 
Services was able to provide gifts 
for close to 200 seniors in the 
community, including all residents 
of the Truckee Senior Apartments 
and all participants in the Meals on 
Wheels program. Info: ttcf.net

Thursdays
ARTS & CULTURE | Kids’ Art Days
North Tahoe Arts presents Kids’ Art 
Thursdays, weekly, Oct. 28 through 
Nov. 18. The workshop will be run 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at The Art 
Barn, North Tahoe Arts’ satellite 
workshop in Kings Beach. Open 
to children ages 7 through 12. 
Participants will work on two different 
projects each week. Classes offered 
include watercolor, acrylics, weaving, 

collage, and tempera. Cost is $40 
per week. Info: northtahoearts.com

Saturdays
OUTDOORS | Go Take a Hike
Are you eager to get outdoors 
and exercise your mind and body? 
Galena Creek Visitor Center guided 
hikes are a great way to stay active 
while learning about the local area. 
On the first and third Saturday of 
each month, a specialist in a se-
lected field will lead a guided hike 
along one of the Galena Park trails 
while teaching one of many top-
ics including local history, ecology, 
geology, weather, wildlife, birding, 
and more. Hikes run from 10 a.m. 
to noon unless otherwise noted. 
Go online to learn which topics 
are coming up in the weeks ahead. 
Info: galenacreekvisitorcenter.org 

Oct. 21 to 24
FAMILY | Ghosts, Goblins, and 
Ghouls, Oh My!
When the sun goes down the gob-
lins, ghosts, and ghouls come out 
during Halloweekends at Home-
wood Mountain Resort. Visit for a 
peak-to-shore fright-fest featuring 
spooky fun for the whole family. 
Take a stroll through the Trick or 
Treat Village at South Base featur-
ing face painting, pumpkin decorat-
ing, and more. For a truly terrifying 
experience, arrive at dusk for a 
chilling chairlift ride — if you dare! 
Try not to scream as the Quail Chair 
whisks you through one haunted 
scene after another — but rider be-
ware, the only way out is riding the 

chairlift back down to the bottom. 
Scare disclosure: If you have little 
ones who are easily frightened, rid-
ing the chairlift before dusk, 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., is recommended as it’ll 
be a high scare factor once the sun 
sets. At the base area, the festival 
itself is suited for all ages. Entry 
into the festival is free. Haunted 
chairlift rides are an additional fee 
and tickets can be purchased online 
in advance. Info: skihomewood.com

Oct. 28
COMMUNITY | Halloween Fun
Trail of Treats and Terror has been 
an Incline Village tradition since 
2001. The Incline Village General 
Improvement District collaborates 
with community partners to pro-
duce a haunted trail that commu-
nity members can travel along at no 
cost. There are many ways to get 
involved including making a dona-
tion, helping plan the event, setting 
up a spooky scene, and more. 
Advanced online reservations are 
required. Participants will register 
for an arrival time and must be at 
the check-in booth during their 
time slot. Attendees must bring 
proof of residency. Minors must be 
accompanied by an adult. Info: 3:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m.; yourtahoeplace.com

Oct. 29 to 31 
FAMILY | Monster Jam Returns
It’s time to fire up the engines 
again as the most action-packed 
motorsports experience for families 
in the world roars back into the Re-
no-Sparks Livestock Events Center 

for a high-octane weekend. Mon-
ster Jam features the ultimate mix 
of high-flying stunts and four-wheel 
excitement. The popular Monster 
Jam Pit Party fan experience will be 
held Saturday and Sunday, during 
which fans can see the massive 
trucks up close, watch live pre-race 
interviews and participate in Q&As 
with the drivers, get pre-signed 
autograph cards, take pictures, and 
enjoy other family-friendly fun. Pit 
Passes can be purchased for only 
$20 each for this VIP experience. 
Info: showtimes and ticket prices vary; 
monsterjam.com; ticketmaster.com

Oct. 31
COMMUNITY | SUP, Witches?
Witches, warlocks, and supernatu-
ral allies are invited for a Witches 
Paddle on Donner Lake. Wear 
your witches’ garb, covid masks, 
and a pointy hat, and bring your 
best cackle. Launch your stand-up 
paddleboards and kayaks from the 
Donner docks and east side of the 
lake and paddle west. Be merry and 
cackle lots. This unofficial even was 
inspired by the Portland Witches. 
No vessel; no problem. Stop by 
and haunt the lakeside. Info: 3 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.; Donner Lake Witches 
SUP/Paddle/Kayak on Facebook

Nov. 4
FOOD & DRINK | An Evening to 
Taste What Tahoe Has to Offer
Passport to Dining, North Tahoe’s 
most flavorful fundraiser, is the 

See CALENDAR p. 51

OCT. 29 to 31OCT. 21 to  24NOV. 20

THURSDAYS
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Back in the Zone 
KidZone Reopens After 18 Months

It’s the moment that parents of 
littles in the area have been wait-

ing for since the Covid-19 pandemic 
forced countless business to shut 
their doors: The KidZone Museum 
has reopened! The popular nonprofit 
children’s museum began welcoming 
back families for indoor creative play 
on Sept. 22, a year-and-a-half after 
its Covid closure.

“We are thrilled to welcome back 
families who are in real need of com-
munity connections,” Carol Meagher, 
executive director of KidZone 
Museum, said in a press release. 
“As cooler weather approaches, our 
indoor play, art, and science areas 
offer a place for young children to 
explore and discover.”

The museum reopening will be 
phased throughout the month 
of October. Doors will be open 
to members three days a week 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays. Reservations will be 
required, with new memberships 
available for purchase online. 
Pre-pandemic memberships will be 
reactivated when families make their 
first return visit.

“Families are delighted for the 
opportunity to play and explore 
together again,” Meagher added. “A 
whole crop of toddlers is experiencing 
KidZone Museum for the first time.”

The museum will be open for special 
programs, school field trips, and 
vulnerable populations on separate 
days of the week. It will close for deep 
sanitizing on Sundays and Mondays.

“I’m just excited for families to 
return to KidZone!” said Jen Parker, 
the museum’s donor relations and 
education director. “I go in and see 

our fabulous hand-crafted exhibits 
and murals, and I just can’t wait 
to see the families back in there, 
interacting, playing, and learning.”

Despite being closed since March 
2020, staff and volunteers have 
been keeping the KidZone mission 
— to inspire creative play and dis-
covery — strong through a variety 
of community efforts. Following 
the initial closure, the museum 
provided supplies to families in 
advance of virtual programming 
so that kids could benefit from live 
activities in real-time.

More recently, KidZone community 
members came together to create 
a parenting podcast called Small 
Talk Tahoe, and earlier this year, the 
museum opened its outdoor creative 
play area to partner cohorts includ-
ing the Sierra Teen Education and 
Parenting Program, State Preschool 
at Truckee Elementary, and Tahoe 
Truckee Unified School District.

For everyone’s health and safety, 
proof of Covid vaccination for 
visitors aged 12 and above, and 
masks for those aged 3 and older, 
are required. In November, staff will 
reevaluate these policies and open 
to the maximum capacity allowed 
by county and federal guidelines, 
and as determined by the museum’s 
Covid review team, staff, and board 
of directors.

Listen to the Small Talk Tahoe 
podcast at smalltalktahoe.com and 
learn more at kidzonemuseum.org.

Info: kidzonemuseum.org/
reopening/

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

GETGET
OUT & GO

TAP CALENDAR

PLAYTIME: The KidZone Museum primarily serves children up to age 7. The museum fills the 
need for an indoor play and learning space, particularly during the winter months. Its eventual 
new location will have expanded space and activities for children ages 0 to 110. Courtesy photo

Back to Our Roots: Men’s & Women’s Now in One Store!

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
530-550-8981  |  www.goodnesssake.org

LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE

 Open Tuesday-Saturday 12-5pm

Gifts & Cards for All Occasions

Go to our website 
goodnesssake.org 

for calendar of 
events & classes

Visit us on Facebook 

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness
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not-to-miss fall social gathering. 
Advance tickets are $60 and in-
clude unlimited, responsible tast-
ings. Purchase your ticket today 
for a passport to explore different 
flavors from more than 30 restau-
rants, caterers, breweries, and 
wineries at the North Tahoe Event 
Center in Kings Beach. Guests can 
take home valuable items from the 
silent auction and raffl e. This year, 
tickets are being sold in advance 
only and are limited 250 total, so be 
sure to purchase your tickets early. 
Proceeds benefi t the North Tahoe 
Business Association and Sierra 
Community House. Info: 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m.; northtahoebusiness.org/
passport-to-dining/

Nov. 6 
COMMUNITY | TDRPD Ski & 
Snowboard Swap is back 
The Truckee Ski & Snowboard Swap 
is back for its 38th year, sponsored 
by the Truckee-Donner Recreation & 
Park District. Don’t miss your chance 
to score some great deals on 
equipment for your sport of choice. 
Special this year is free admission, 
although donations are greatly ap-
preciated. Any proceeds from the 
event benefi t the district’s scholar-
ship program. Equipment check-in 
will be held at the Truckee Com-
munity Recreation Center on Friday 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
morning from 7:30 to 9. Doors open 
for the swap Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. No cash will be accepted; 
credit and debit cards only. Covid 
guidelines will be in place with 
masks regulated and attendance 
regulated. Info: (530) 582-7720

Nov. 13 
COMMUNITY | Annual Cadillac Ball
Ladies and gentlemen, step right 
up for Cirque du Truckee as the 
Rotary Club of Truckee presents 
its annual Cadillac Ball. Enjoy a 
magical evening of dinner, danc-
ing, special entertainment, and a 
silent auction at the Truckee Com-
munity Recreation Center. Tickets 
are on sale now for $75, $100 for 
VIP. All proceeds benefit local 
nonprofit and charitable organiza-
tions in the Truckee/Tahoe area. 
Since its inception, the Cadillac 
Ball has raised over $1.5 million. 
Fully 100% of the event’s proceeds 
are returned to our community 
through a monthly grant-making 
process, helping fill the financial 
holes for hundreds of local non-
profits, charities, and grassroots 

organizations. Info: 5:30 p.m.; 
cadillacball.com

Nov. 13 and 14 
COMMUNITY | Ski Swap Coming 
to Tahoe Cross-Country Lodge
The Tahoe XC Cross-Country & 
Backcountry Ski Swap is back. 
Whether you’re brand new to 
snow sports or you’re a seasoned 
powder hound, Tahoe XC looks 
forward to helping you find what 
you’re looking for. Online pre-
registration is required; there are 
no drop-ins. Those not on the list 
will not be admitted. Capacity 
limited to 25 guests per 60-minute 
time slot. Masks required for entry, 
regardless of vaccination status. 
Donations of items for sale may be 
dropped off Nov. 5 to 9, from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. New and used gear 
accepted; find full list of accepted 
items online. Used sunglasses, 
goggles, gloves, and socks will not 
be accepted this year. Proceeds 
allow Tahoe XC to fulfill its mission 
of promoting a healthy, outdoor-
oriented lifestyle for children and 
adults through education, cross-
country skiing, and other self-
powered recreation. Suggested 
donation for entry is $10. Info: 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tahoe Cross-Country 
Lodge; tahoexc.org

Nov. 20 
OUTDOORS | Bike in Gold Coun-
try for Mental Health Awareness
Hundreds of bike enthusiasts will 
compete in the first-ever Heart of 
Gold, a challenging 55-mile gravel 
course race through Gold Country 
that will help increase awareness 
and raise funds for mental well-
ness programs for youth in Nevada 
County. The Heart of Gold was 
postponed in September due to 
air quality concerns prompted by 
nearby wildfires that also closed 
part of the course. The race starts 
at 8 a.m. at the Eric Rood Admin-
istration Center in Nevada City. 
Racers can sign-up in advance or 
that morning. Proceeds from the 
$145 entry fee benefit mental well-
ness programs for youth in Nevada 
County, including Bright Futures 
for Youth, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Northern Sierra, Child Advo-
cates, Nevada Joint Union High 
School District, Tahoe-Truckee 
Unified School District, and Youth 
Bicyclists of Nevada County. Info: 
heartofgoldgravel.com 

CALENDAR from p. 49

North Tahoe’s
Most Flavorful Fundraiser

16th Annual

Thursday, November 4  |  6-9pm
North Tahoe Event Center in Kings Beach

Enjoy a delicious and fun evening of 
unlimited, responsible tastings to excite 

the palate — featuring tastings from 
30 restaurants, caterers, wineries & breweries. 

PLUS an extensive and valuable 
silent auction and raffle!

Purchase early, limited tickets are available.
Available to guests 21+

Includes commemorative wine glass!

brought to you by

TAHOETAHOE
Q U A R T E R L Y

TAHOETAHOE
Q U A R T E R L Y

$60 | Advance Tickets Only!
AVAILABLE AT NORTHTAHOEBUSINESS.ORG
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It’s a late September 
evening, and the Tahoe 

Backyard is buzzing. Guitar 
music fi lls the air while kids 
chase each other between 
throngs of adults 
sipping pints of 
beer, noshing on 
food truck fare, 
and chatting with 
their friends and neighbors. 
The new Kings Beach locale is 
a reprieve for locals who have 
craved this scene for years. 

Heather DeGuire, 38, is 
one such local. The Lanza’s 
waitress, who has lived in 
Kings Beach since she was 10, 
was there on this night with 
her husband, Trey, and their 
8-year-old daughter, Ruby. 

“Tahoe is overrun with tour-
ism right now, so we don’t go 
out,” DeGuire said. “This is 
a place for the locals and the 
community. We need a place 
to go and relax and have fun.” 

The Tahoe Backyard is the 
brainchild of Andrew and 
Christine Ryan, who bought 
the stucco building and 
property on Trout Avenue 
in February. Since then, the 
Kings Beach couple have 
been improving the property 

— removing graffi ti, tear-
ing down prism chain link 
fencing, adding lighting and 
picnic tables — and turning it 
into an outdoor community 

gathering space. The 
site, which already 
included a small 
brewery, now boasts 
an art collective 

and an outdoor space that 
bustled with local artisans and 
food trucks throughout the 
summer. 

“It was sitting here a decade 
rotting,” Andrew said of 
the 1950s building that was 
originally a motel-turned-
church before two separate 
veterinarians occupied it. 
“For me, I want a place where 
kids are proud of their town. 
Kings Beach is a hamlet; our 
buildings are tired.”

Andrew, a civil engineer, 
is no stranger to reviving 
dilapidated properties in 
Kings Beach, where he has 
lived since 1998. He took on 
both the Sun ‘N Sand Lodge 
and Wood Vista projects, as 
well as his own house, and a 
building on the eastern end 
of town that he and his wife 
turned into Hostel Tahoe. 
They owned the hostel from 

May 2007 to Dec. 2019, 
but when the Trout Avenue 
property — which is in the 
grid and includes parking 
— became available, they 
jumped at the chance. 

“I’m always looking for some 
opportunity in Kings Beach. 
We need small projects,” 
said Andrew, noting he had 
been looking at properties 
for this outdoor concept. “It 
was the idea that this should 
feel like your backyard — 
barbecue, have a beer, bring 
your kids. Last year taught 
us that we can hangout 
outside in the winter, too.”

Nicole Stirling, who manages 
Tahoe Backyard and oversees 
bringing events and vendors 
to the space, is excited about 
the plethora of opportunities 

for the community. By next 
summer, she hopes to offer a 
farmers market and continue 
the weekly artisan market on 
the property. 

“This property is going to 
provide a space for people 
to do business meetings, 
parties, vendors, classes,” 
Stirling said. “I cannot wait 
for the community to be 
able to participate and offer 
their skills and knowledge to 
other community members. 
There’s so many things we 
could do here.” 

Stirling envisions host-
ing summer camps, yoga 
classes, poetry slams, and 
other activities. The space 
can also be rented out for 
private gatherings and busi-
ness meetings. 

“It’s a giant backyard; it can be 
used for anything,” the Kings 
Beach native said. “I love the 
idea of using it year-round.”

Stirling also owns Chickadee 
Art Collective, which she 
opened in the building on the 
property in August. She left her 
10-year position as director of 
Incline Village Nursery School 
to open the collective and work 
full time as an artist. Stirling, 
who paints colorful mandalas 
and creates jewelry under the 
Stirling Studios moniker, said 
Kings Beach needed a dedi-
cated space for artists.

“There are so many artists in 
our community that need to 
display and sell. We have so 
many talented artists on the 
North Shore,” the 42-year-old 
said. “There are a lot of under-
represented artists in the area.” 

In addition to the 26 art-
ists who sell their wares 
in Stirling’s shop, Tahoe 
Backyard will have three 
leasable spaces for artists to 
rent out in the future. Stirling 
said she hopes it can be a 
space where artists can con-
nect, teach, and vend. This 
summer, Tahoe Backyard was 
a stop on the Kings Beach 
Art Tour and most Saturdays 
saw artists vending during the 
artisan market. 

One such artist is Krystal 
Perez, who owns Efi mera 
PR Design, and works with 
women from Mexico who 
make the necklaces, rings, 
and earrings she designs. The 
32-year-old splits her time 
between Kings Beach, Puerto 
Rico, and Mexico, and is 
thankful to have a dedicated 
space to sell her jewelry.

“I feel like home having a 
space like this. I’m new in 
Tahoe and I didn’t have a 
place to sell and be part of 
a community,” said Perez, 
who sold her jewelry for 
two months every Saturday 
this summer in the Tahoe 
Backyard. “It’s very diverse. 

BY KARA FOX
Special to Moonshine Ink

Where Everybody 
Knows Your Name
Where Everybody 

COME FOR A GOOD TIME: Locals gather at the 
Tahoe Backyard in Kings Beach on a recent Saturday 
afternoon. Photo by Kara Fox

FILLING A VOID: Chickadee Art Collective 
owner Nicole Stirling (right) chats with 
customers in her shop. Photo by Kara Fox
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Being a Latina, it’s important. 
There are kids playing, dogs, a real 
community. It’s a good experience.” 

Tahoe Bread Company owner 
Heather Zikas loves that she can 
sell her bread and pastries while 
her two kids run around. The Kings 
Beach resident, who mills her own 
whole wheat flour, converted part 
of her garage into a bakery during 
Covid. She was selling bread out 
of her driveway and had several 
drop-off points throughout Tahoe 
and Truckee.

“It’s something Kings Beach needs. 
Just to have a spot where people 
can eat and gather and socialize,” 
said Zikas, who started her Tahoe 
Backyard pop-up in July. “There are 
a lot of great people here. It’s going 
to continue to get better.” 

When Adam Latham opened Bear 
Belly Brewing in Feb. 2020, he was 
the only tenant on the property. The 
former Jason’s bartender saw a need 
for a brewery in Kings Beach, so he 
opened a nano brewery and began 
building community. Locals flock 
to try his rotating beer selection 
with names like “Struggle Bus IPA,” 
“Low Life Lager,” and “Mountain 
Mango Wheat.” 

“This is for my local community,” 
Latham said.

Tahoe Backyard owner Andrew 
Ryan calls Bear Belly Brewing his 
“anchor tenant,” noting that having 
a popular brewery already at the 
location was a big draw in purchas-
ing the property. And Latham is 
pleased to be part of the vision. But 
the biggest problem?

“My biggest problem is growing 
but maintaining a connection to my 
community,” Latham said. “One of 
my biggest problems is selling out 
of beer.” 

‘I LOVE ALL BEERS’: Bear Belly Brewing Owner Adam Latham brews beer 
in his Kings Beach nano brewery. Photo by Heidi Peinthor Photography/
heidipeinthor.com

THE LOCAL SPOT: Bear Belly Brewing Owner Adam Latham said his 
biggest problem is selling out of beer. The nano brewery was the fi rst 
business in the Tahoe Backyard location and as the site grows more 
popular, so does his beer. Photo by Kara FoxMoonshine Ink

BREAD FOR ALL: Tahoe Bread Company owner Heather 
Zikas sells her bread in the Tahoe Backyard in Kings Beach 
every Saturday. “I love that my kids run into people they 
know,” Zikas said. Photo by Tom Zikas

Excellent Surgery Care | Compassionate Team | Competitive Rates
TahoeOralSurgery.com | 530-587-5440

Missing teeth? We can fix that!
Call us to discuss your dental implant options

 –– and stop resembling 

a jack-o-lantern

SPACIOUS DINE IN  & 
HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

Takeout availability varies based on restaurant’s overall capacity 
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P A G EP U Z Z L E

HOW TO SOLVE:
Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; each column 
must contain the number 1 
to 9; and each set of 3 by 
3 boxes must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN 
THE OPINION SECTION.

Diffi culty: Easy    

Edited by Margie E. Burke

S U D O K U

WHAT IN THE WORLD?
CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS? 
>>>
Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to win 
a growler with a free fi ll from Alibi Ale 
Works. Must be 21 or older to claim. 
For those under 21, the prize is one 
of Alibi’s trademark mustache pretzels 
and a nonalcoholic beverage. Correct 
responses will be entered into a drawing 
from which a winner will be randomly 
selected. Submit your guess by Nov. 1.
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER: 
Kokanee salmon
WINNER: 
Fritz Finzen, Incline Village

Q U I Z

Instead of stars and planets, this month let’s turn our eyes toward 
something even grander — our cosmic neighbor, the Andromeda 
galaxy. The Andromeda galaxy is the farthest thing visible to 
the naked eye, which is quite an impressive title to hold! Our 
galaxy, the Milky Way, is the second largest in our locality, after 
Andromeda. Just as our own, it is a spiral galaxy. Both are part of 
the Virgo Cluster of galaxies. To find Andromeda, look toward the 
northern sky once it fully darkens after sunset, and find the ‘W’ 

of Cassiopeia. Divide the W into two V shapes. The bottom star of the right side is 
Schedar, the brightest of the constellation. Using this V as an arrow, extend a line 
toward the constellation Pegasus. Roughly halfway between the two, you will find 
a misty, cloud-like mass, about as wide as a full moon. Although it is visible without 
aid, our neighboring galaxy is difficult to discern in the presence of any competing 
light pollution. Binoculars will refine your view, and a telescope is even better. Shoot 
for a moon-less sky. At 2.5 million light years away, it is remarkable that we can see 
the Andromeda galaxy at all!

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can fi nd more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions.

 We are in the midst of another Mercury retrograde period. 
Mercury will be in retrograde motion until Oct. 18 and will 
be moving through its post retrograde shadow until Nov. 2. 
Mercury retrograde has become a trendy topic, often spoken of 
in sensationalist terms, stoking unnecessary fear and confusion. 
But truly, Mercury retrograde is a regular and timely reminder 
within the cosmic clockwork. It is far from a catastrophic event, 
but functions more like a check engine light, prompting us to 

perform preventative maintenance. Mercury moves retrograde three times a year, 
and in 2021 it has occupied one of the three air signs during each retrograde period. 
Mercury transits the sign of the scales, Libra, in this final retrograde period. Balance 
is the theme, particularly in regard to communication in relationships. Honestly 
evaluate your intentions when interacting with others. Will your words serve to calm 
the storm, or stir the pot? Weigh your heart against a feather. Take a light approach. 
A delicate hand and diplomatic tongue are essential to restore equilibrium.

Astrology |Astrology |

S T A R STHE By DAWN ANDREONI  |  Moonshine Ink

By Margie E. BurkeC R O S S W O R D

Brought to you by: 

ALIBI ALE WORKS
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EVENT FUND REQUIREMENTS

Non-profit Organization or Beneficiary
Aligns with Truckee Core Values

Engages Truckee Community
Event takes place in 2022

TRUCKEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

TRUCKEE CORE VALUES
EVENT FUND

Apply October 11–November 19, 2021
www.truckee.com/corevaluesfund
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Ocean Dweller
This unnamed work by Sparks, Nevada, artist Tracy 
 Anderson is an acrylic pour painting on canvas. With a 
mix of acrylics, varnish, polyurethane, house paint, and 
Floetrol latex paint additive, the design is achieved by 
doing a swiping technique and then manipulating the 
canvas. The octopus was then hand painted. Tracy is a 
guest artist at North Tahoe Arts in Tahoe City through 
the month of October. Find her on Facebook at T. 
Anderson Arts and on Instagram at @t.andersonarts.



Learn more at palisadestahoe.com

Our old name didn’t stand for who we are, or what
we believe. So now we’ll be known by a new name—
one that honors our legendary past while launching
us into a bright futue.

Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows is now Palisades Tahoe. 

The name
has changed.
But you’ll
define it.


