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Made possible by Th e Spirit Burns Fund.

Free Family Concert 
& Music Makers Faire

–  A U G U S T  8 T H   –

Brubeck Brothers Quartet
M U S I C  I N  T H E  PA R K
–  A U G U S T  1 8 T H   –

Classical Tahoe Festival
 & Music Institute

– JULY 24 – AUG. 18, 2021  –

Get on the list connecting Truckee 
residents with Classical Tahoe

FIND OUT FIRST
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Rent your home with Landing Locals 
and help keep our region’s essential 
workers in the community.

VISIT: LandingLocals.com/HomeOwner CALL: (530) 213-3093

1,00072%
increase median house 
price in just two years.

new full-time 
residents 
have moved 
to Truckee in 
the past year.

+
HOUSING INSECURITY THREATENS THE VIBRANCY OF OUR COMMUNITY:

“I have worked as a local teacher for six years and have 
had to move four times in the six years I’ve lived here. 
Three of the four times I've had to move were because my 
rental house was being sold. As an adult who has lived 
with one to four roommates for the past five years, I would 
love to be able to find stable housing where I could live 
exclusively with my partner and not other roommates.”
- Local Teacher

Three of the four times I've had to move were because my 

with one to four roommates for the past five years, I would 

“Even with moving every two years, it wasn't until now 
that I have ever thought about leaving the area or felt like 
I might not be able to stay. I've always found housing 
through connections and people caring so deeply to help 
one another out, but right now no one has anything to 
offer. Even with the caring and connections, there's just 
nowhere to live.” 
- Local Business Owner

“I moved to the area in 2007 and have worked at Tahoe 
Forest Hospital for over 12 years. I've always wanted to 
buy a home and put down roots to raise my kids in this 
community, but I've never been able to afford it. I am a 
single mom with two kids. We've had to move about 
every two years for the 13 years we've rented here. This 
time around, our landlord is selling the house.”
- Local Healthcare Worker

“This is my community. I had both my children in this 
community. I've lived here over 25 years and have moved 
14 times. As a small business owner, I know many people 
by first and last name and always found housing by 
connections. But now we are looking again since our 
landlord is selling and it's different this time.”

- Local Business Owner

HUNDREDS OF LONG-TIME LOCALS HAVE BEEN 
DISPLACED FROM THEIR RENTALS AMIDST 

TRUCKEE-TAHOE’S HOUSING BOOM.
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COMPILED BY BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK

DO TELL !
What’s your “Tahoe disaster fi lm” of choice? 
Look, if you can’t laugh … 

Tahoe/Truckee residents are tough stock. We want to understand the natural dangers around us, 
whether they’re worldwide and microscopic like Covid or massively visible like earthquakes and 
wildfi res. Signifi cant editorial resources this month were used to examine the year’s wildfi re threat 
and look into the cause of all those little spring earthquakes … is Tahoe in for “the big one?”

Before we dive into all that heavy stuff, let’s take a load off. Enjoy some locals’ ideas for 
blockbuster Tahoe disaster movies … before it’s too late. 

EMILE BAZILE, Kings Beach
Tonopalo, owner experience assistant  

When Tessie Attacks: The main plot of the story is a 
tsunami takes out South Tahoe because Tessie is fed up 
with all the trash so she causes an underwater landslide. 

JUSTIN SEAGO, Truckee
Olympic Bike Shop, mechanic (when the snow 
melts); Tahoe Dave’s in Squaw Valley, rentals 
(winter)

Paradise on Fire 

WILLY BACON, Sacramento 
Archaeologist and cultural resource associate 

Camp Stranded 

AARON KINSMAN, South Tahoe
Casino employee 

When the realtor starts a knocking, pack your bags and 
start walking … 

SIERRA DEMAREST, Truckee
A little of this, a little of that (student)

Tsunami: The Last Wave of Tourism 

your
Adventure  Buddy

 is waiting.
Adventure  Buddy

adopt & save a life at
petnetwork.org

(775) 832-4404

RE SERVAT I O N S H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

TO BOOK RESERVATIONS VISIT P ianetaRes taurantTruckee.com

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

THIS SUMMER
Outside Patio &

Inside Dining Options
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Respect Learn
Take
Care EnjoyProtect

Join us at VisitTruckeeTahoe.com
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I took a class on natural 
disasters during my under-
grad studies. The course was 
a fi ller, ticking some general 
education box, and as college 
classes are wont to do, the 
topic didn’t end up being 
quite as fascinating as the 
title promised. But I got some 
good stuff out of it. 

Mostly, I remember 
learning about earth-
quakes — terminology 
like fault lines and seis-
mic waves and swarms, 
as well as how Nevada 
and California rank in 
the top three for most 
seismically active states 
in the U.S. A few years 
later, I experienced my 
fi rst earthquake during 
grad school in Reno. 
Then this past April and May 
I felt the ones that rattled 
Tahoe. Never any clutch-my-
pearls moments, thankfully. 
I didn’t even realize what 
was happening until they’d 
already passed.

While the Tahoe/Truckee 
environment has been set 
geographically for about 24 

million years now, thanks 
in large part to numerous 
geographically changing 
natural disasters, we still 
experience smaller scale 
landscape-changing events 
today. Wildfi re breathes 
down our necks every year; 
avalanches are taking place 
more frequently amid climate 
change’s effects on weather 
consistency; drought has 
plagued California on and 
off for the past 20 years. 
Tornadoes aren’t unheard 
of either; in early 2021, two 
twisters touched down in 
Tehama County (northwest of 
Chico). 

And, of course, earthquakes. 
Three fault lines pass mostly 
under Lake Tahoe’s waters 
and the trio are currently 
center stage with the recent 
cluster of shakes. Tsunamis 
are likely too, if the fault lines 
produce quakes with magni-
tudes higher than what we’ve 
seen thus far. 

Needless to say, there’s a lot of 
potential for serious disaster 
and lives lost in Tahoe, and 
preparation is incredibly, 
incredibly important, but I 
think it’s also worth recogniz-
ing the roles such events have 
had in creating this region.

This month’s story about 
earthquakes on p. 12 shares 
how Tahoe’s geological begin-
nings are based on seismic 
activity. But lava fl ows and 
an Ice Age also played a role 
in the lake and the Basin’s 
formation. Healthy forests rely 
on fi res for germination and 
underbrush clearing. Native 

peoples knew this. Our 
actions in suppressing 
fi re have caused over-
growth and fi re danger. 
We are still rectifying 
our misunderstandings 
(see p. 16).

Pain begets beauty, 
as cheesy as it might 
sound. It certainly is the 
case for Tahoe, which 
is made up of Mother 
Nature’s scars. Heck, 
you can actually see 

the Incline Village Fault Line, 
both underwater and on land.

Heaven forbid more serious 
events are on the horizon, 
though I think it’s inevitable. 
But it gives scope to step back 
and remember what the “disas-
ters” millions and millions 
of years ago created in their 
wake: Tahoe, a beautiful place 
we live in and love on.  

ON THE COVER: “YOU CAN’T STOP THE WAVES, BUT YOU CAN LEARN TO SURF.” ~ JOHN KABAT-ZIN

PUBLISHER, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mayumi “kinito” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

CULTURE EDITOR
Juliana “letter writing” Demarest
(juliana@moonshineink.com)

DIGITAL CONTENT EDITOR
Becca “pun-slangin’” Loux
(becca@moonshineink.com)

 NEWS REPORTER
Alex “crying about dogs“ Hoeft
(alex@moonshineink.com)

COPY EDITOR
Laura “headstand hula hoop” Read

 GRAPHIC DESIGN
Haley “hot sauce high dive“ Diero
Sarah “cheesiest Dad joke by a non-
Dad“ Miller
(sarah@moonshineink.com)

 PHOTOGRAPHER
Wade “speed dating” Snider
(wade@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
Scott “stand-up glissading” Robinson

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Dawn Andreoni, Colleen Dalton, Bill Dietz, Alicia 
Funk, Ally Gravina, Bill Hatfi eld, Tim Hauserman, 
Bill Oudegeest, Eve Quesnel, Laura Read, Sage 
Sauerbrey 

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
What fake Olympic sport would you handily earn a gold medal in?

In the Beginning …

ABOUT THE PHOTO  
With direction from Moonshine editors, 
our contributing artist created a cartoon 
illustration focused on local subjects that 
maybe can’t be just waved off. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Mike English used to be Moonshine Ink’s 
resident cartoonist. He still is, but he 
used to be, too. We drafted him to do 
this month’s cover. Check out his Shine 
Ons in the Opinion section, p. 35. 

REPORTER’S NOTE
By Alex Hoeft
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Natural disasters are a tale of pain … and creation 

Illustration by Mike English

9932 Donner  Pass Rd .  Tr uckee.  C A .  96161
530.536.5 400 |  w w w.lo r ienpowers .com

UNIQUE SUSTA INABLE
HANDCR AF TED JE WELRY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands

Ethically Sourced Gems
MONTANA SAPPHIRESMONTANA SAPPHIRES
Ethically Sourced Gems
MONTANA SAPPHIRESMONTANA SAPPHIRES

Featuring

LORIEN 
POWERS
Studio JewElry

MONTANA SAPPHIRES

You’re atention 
is needed.

Where looking for

keen-eyed folks.keeeeneeneeeeeenn

Does this bother u? 
R u are next copee editer.
Your a neccessary edition

to our teem. 

Send your resume 
and a short graph on why 
you would like to be our 

next copy editor to
staff@moonshineink.com

Interested in being a part of 
the Moonshine team?
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the 
second Thursday of each month. Proudly 
printed with soy inks on recycled paper. 
Opinions and conclusions expressed are 
those of authors and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Ink staff or advertisers. Become 
a member at moonshineink.com/members. 
For advertising info, visit moonshineink.com/
advertising. Print subscriptions are available 
at moonshineink.com/subscribe. Stay in the 
know via moonshineink.com/enews. 

Issue Deadline

Aug 12 – Sept 8 29 July 
Sept 9 – Oct 13 26 Aug 
Oct 14 – Nov 10 30 Sept

These are the drop-dead deadlines. Earlier 
is always appreciated. For info, email info@
moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

ALICIA FUNK learned about plants in 
1990 from an indigenous grandmother 
in Ecuador’s rainforest. She has edited six 
books on plant-based medicine, is co-author 
of Living Wild: Gardening, Cooking and 
Healing with Native Plants of California, and 
has taught foraging since 2010. She guest 
writes this month’s Soul Kitchen on foraging 
fun for the family, p 47.

NEWSNEWS

12  |  Tahoe’s Triple Fault Threat

Residents worry the earthquake jolts that rattled the region this spring 

signify that a bigger quake, and possibly a tsunami, could happen soon. 

Moonshine Ink talks to geologists for the rundown.  

16  |  Many Dimensions of ‘Fire Hardening’

Fire danger is at an all-time high, and the region is exploring numerous 

creative ways to prepare the landscape and the people living in it. 

F E AT U R E S

M O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R SM O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R S

8  | Bottoms Up to Resiliency 
Andrew Ryan has the key to  
solving community problems.

H O M E  F R O N T H O M E  F R O N T 
39  |  Market Watch

40  |  Real Rentals 
If a homeowner is denied, can a renter 
still get insurance?

41  |  Space It Up
What to do when it’s time to evacuate.

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E

42  |  Nature’s Corner
Meet the Truckee River critters.

52  |  Feel Good 
It came from the Rock Cellar.

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S 

44  |  Going the Distance
Daily swimming keeps 73-year-old 
young at heart.

S O U L  K I T C H E NS O U L  K I T C H E N

47  |  Family Foraging Fun
Grab the kids and head outside to get a 
taste of summertime.

A R T S  &  C U L T U R EA R T S  &  C U L T U R E

48  |  Savvy Stacks 
Recent reads with NorCal ties

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R

49  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events and 
announcements

50  |  Get Out & Go
Donner Summit’s Trailhead of Trailheads

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S
54  |  Puzzle Page 

Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;  
a challenge

55  |  Parting Shot 
Horsing Around

N E W SN E W S
20  |  You Asked. They Answered.
What the campfire ban means,  
wherever you may be

21  |  News Briefs
Six bears hit, 4 killed in 12 hours; free 
TART shuttles on the North Shore; more

22  |  In The Past 
Fifty years later, the vision for  
Tahoe Donner still holds true.  

24  |  Business Feature
This ain’t your grandma’s tourism 
authority. Visit Truckee-Tahoe is helping 
change an outdated paradigm. 

26  |  Business Briefs
Truckee Thursdays are back; four 
leading resorts announce climate 
initiative; more

28  |  New Kind of Library
The growing momentum for a facility  
four times its current size

31  |  How to Be a Responsible Tourist
Visitor’s guide for protecting 
North Lake Tahoe 

O P I N I O NO P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell
What’s Tahoe’s disaster movie called?

6  |  Editor’s Note
Earth’s ancient scars and current beauty

34  |  My Shot 
Last month’s issue covered all things 
economy … but left out arts and 
culture, representing 7% of California’s 
economy. What gives?

35  |  My Shot
Give this national administration a 
chance to build; a fresh take ...

36  |  My Shot
Words matter.

37  |  Readers Reflect
In response to Redefining Tourism 
in Tahoe; Batten Down the Hatches 
for a Potentially Historic Fire Season; 
geocaching; more

N I P  8V I N T A G E  1 9

SUPPRESSION: Fire crews fight a roadside blaze in the Sierra Nevada. Photo courtesy Truckee 
Fire Protection District

Freelance writer LAURA READ lives near 
Dollar Point a few miles from where the big 
quakes struck this spring. She explores their 
significance in her article about Tahoe’s 
fault zones on p. 12. She’s been writing 
about and photographing Lake Tahoe for 
the 29 years she’s lived here. In June, she 
celebrated her 26th wedding anniversary 
with her husband, Doug.

BILL HATFIELD is a freelance writer who 
spent nearly two decades working in the 
outdoor recreation industry as a ski patroller, 
backcountry camp manager, hiking guide, 
and park ranger in Tahoe and the Sierra 
Nevada. Now, with an MFA in creative 
nonfiction, he writes about living, working, 
and playing outdoors. He introduces us to a 
73-years-young hardcore swimmer, p. 44.

COLLEEN DALTON is a 25-year local and 
CEO of the new Visit Truckee-Tahoe, see 
p. 24. With experience in the ski industry, 
hospitality, and international adventure 
travel, she is fascinated by change, the way 
people behave, and how organizations 
navigate new waters. Colleen is obsessed 
with mountain biking, especially with her 
dog, Jake, and husband, Steve Jahnke.

16
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When I ask myself 
what a resilient 
community looks 
like, a few things 
come to mind: There 
is opportunity for 
entrepreneurs; there 
is diversity; there 
are housing options; 
there are environ-
mental protections; 
there are options for 
education and better-
ment; and there are 
mechanisms in place 
that keep revenues local. Taking a step back, I ask, 
“How does a community foster resilience to arrive at 
those milestones?” 

To get there, a community needs to interact. 
Neighbors and guests need to connect and the things 
“we” care about need to be discussed, decided, and 
celebrated. A key platform where we need all hands 
on deck is local government. We have no shortage of 
local agencies, be they the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency, utility districts, town, school districts, coun-
ties, and more. The hardest part of being an engaged 
community member, anywhere but especially here, 
is the volume of effort that it takes to understand 
and weigh in on the issues. Just the time to attend 
the various public meetings is measured in days and 
weeks we do not have. Modern life is busy and full of 
distractions or needs that pull us away. But effective 
local government requires our participation. What’s a 
community to do?

You hold the answer in 
your hands. Vetted and 
quality journalism brings 
us into the governing 
halls when we can’t 
get there ourselves. It 
shows us the varying 
angles on a topic, while 
the opinion pages host 
discussions about the 
issues that matter to us. 

An important part 
about journalism is that 
it allows what I call 
“bottom-up solutions” 
to come to light. While 
staff at agencies and 
governments do their 
darndest to address 
community problems, 
even the best intended 
policies are typically 
top-down solutions 
where a one-size-fi ts-all 
decree or ordinance is 

overlaid on a community, and its members must 
adjust their hopes, needs, or dreams to comply. 
Many of us end up feeling disenfranchised as most 
agency actions take away our abilities to achieve our 
goals, or they inhibit our ability to act on a problem 
we would like to fi x. 

Here’s an example I’ve seen play out in Kings Beach, 
my home for more than 20 years: Blanket policies 
have stymied basic upgrades in our downtown 
for decades, resulting in buildings with collapsed 
roofs, plywood over windows, and chain link fences 
encircling their borders. Walk the main strip and 
you’ll see; this dilapidation has become a ubiquitous 
part of the town. 

In some cases, the policies that led us here are pass 
throughs from state or federal levels, but the major-
ity evolve through decisions made at the department 
levels, meaning they are designed and implemented 

by department managers and, more often than not, 
there is not rigorous public outreach; there is no 
engineering report or fi ndings to demonstrate the 
need; and the detailed decisions on how to imple-
ment policies are made in vacuums with only input 
from partner agencies or departments. These are 
“top-down solutions” to a problem. 

The more affl uent a person, the less damage these 
policies create, as they typically do not scale with 
project size. The bigger the project is, the easier 
it is to absorb costs. But the small projects, the 
mom-and-pop owners, typically take the brunt of 
the impact, making their plans less fi nancially viable 
or more like fi scally insane. Hence, commercial 
remodel and redevelopment are stalled.

A bottom-up solution would include the community 
members on the frontline of the problem. The mom-
and-pop owners would be empowered to defi ne the 
issues and design solutions that work within the 
identity and visions of the community. Bottom-up 
solutions restore personal or human agency. When 
there is human agency there is resilience. Where 
there is resilience there are answers to crises, 
regardless of the type: housing, job creation, 
overtourism, trash, etc.  

A key component to citizen empowerment and 
the creation of bottom-up solutions is an informed 
populace. That is why a trusted, independent, and 
local media is crucial — without it, a community 
goes adrift. And this is why I am a Guardian of 
Moonshine Ink.

With a job and two kids at home, I cannot attend 
every meeting or read every plan or document to 
stay informed. I need help from a trusted source. 
I appreciate that Moonshine Ink covers issues that 
are important to my community and helps us to 
stay engaged, and that I can hear both, nay all, 
sides of an issue. I encourage each one of you to 
offer what you’re able for Moonshine’s member 
campaign, to ensure we keep the dialogue open 
and work together with our governments to fi nd 
bottom-up solutions that build equitable resilience 
for all members of our community. 

BOTTOMS UP TO RESILIENCE | WHY I’M A GUARDIAN MEMBER

MOONSHINE INK  MEMBERS
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

WARRIOR$600+ annually

Jeff Dalton
Roxanne Duffi eld
Kathleen Eagan & James Duffy
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Steven Jolly
Stefanie Olivieri
Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs

Graham Powell
The Rayfi eld Family
Ryan Group Architects
Rick Stephens
Kenneth & Lynne Weakley
Michael Witherspoon
Lois Zell

Lisa Ascher

Walter Auerbach

Tom Ballou

Alison Bermant

Cedar Glen Lodge

Sierra College

Ruth Cross

Kerry Daane

Gary Davis

Kristi Denton Cohen

Ann Diemer

Jessie Eastman

Dan Haas

Jon Hartung

Pam & Tom Hobday

(Anonymous Donor)

Gretchen Corbin & KC Seymour

Andie Keith

(Anonymous Donor)

Christopher Kohlhardt

Lisa Laliotis

Laurel & Tom Lippert

Dale Livezey

Jeff Loux

(Anonymous Donor)

Mike Richardson

Clay & Lori Richey

Andrew Ryan

Laura & Mike Ryan

Scott Ryan

Chris Ryman

M.C. Sabarese 

Jimmy Self

Kathryn Shaffer

Ian Simmons

(Anonymous Donor)

Georgia Smith

Lee & Teri Smith

Heather Solomon

Kassie Stone

Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal

Jeanette & Andrew Terry

In memory of René Kaldunski

Kimberly Warren

Tom Watson

Jennifer Wayman

Jane Weeks

Alonzo Wickers

Brian Wright

Jan & Louise Zabriskie

HERO$1,200+ annually

Heather Boger
Sara Dube

Mike & Pam English

Ernest Grossman
Steve Teshara

GUARDIAN$300+ annually

 Membership 
Update

MEMBER

shine
MOONSHINE INK

BY ANDREW RYAN
Special to Moonshine Ink

GUARDIAN IN KINGS 
BEACH: Engineer, family 
man, 23-year resident 
… Andrew Ryan is a 
Moonshine member 
who believes solving 
community problems 
requires a bottom-up 
approach. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink
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Colleen Dalton
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Judy DePuy
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Christa Finn
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Patrick Flora

Carolyn Fox

Kay Fox
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Christine Gordon
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Timea & Scott Griset

Arthur Grossman
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Cody Hess
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Charles Kellermyer

(Anonymous Donor)
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Kathy King

David Kirsch

Anna Klovstad
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Lis Korb Larson
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STAY COZY ALL YEAR ROUND

Golf is Back at 
Tahoe Donner

EXPERIENCE YOUR NEW 
FAVORITE COURSE

NEWLY RENOVATED FOR 
MORE FUN + PLAYABILITY

ALL NEW GREENS
EXPANDED + REDESIGNED 

FORWARD TEES
IMPROVED PACE OF PLAY

$25 SKILLS CLINICS 
DRIVING RANGE + MORE!

BOOK YOUR TEE TIME AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/GOLF
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techniques to prevent injury 
before it happens!

FITNESS IS COOL

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee

530-582-1133
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MOUNTAIN LIFE

MOONSHINEINK.COMMOONSHINEINK.COM
GOGO ONLINEONLINE

SOCIALIZESOCIALIZEGot a tip? Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.

Housing Crisis: We Want To Hear From You 

Email stories to editors@moonshineink.com

Batten Down the Hatches for 
Potentially Historic Fire Season

Last year California experienced its worst fire season 
on record, and this June experts say the table is set for a 

potentially even more dangerous year to come.

Full story at moonshineink.com/tahoe-news
/batten-down-the-hatches

Published June 15 
By Sage Sauerbrey 

Published June 29
By Lindsay Simon

It’s not easy being the new kid in town. It may take a little 
while to build a new life when you move to a new place, but 
there are tangible strategies you can take. This month’s well-
ness column provides some ways to strengthen your social life.

Full story at moonshineink.com/how-to-make-new-friends

How to Make New Friends as an Adult

ON FIRE

Email stories to editors@moonshineink.com

Did you or someone you know have to leave the area for housing reasons 
after living here for at least 5 years?
If you have a story to share, please send a few sentences describing your experience to editors@moonshineink.
com, and we’ll be in touch.

(Include with your short descriptions of events the names and occupations of those in your family or housing 
group, and the locations in the area you’ve lived.)  
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SHAKE,
RATTLE  &

R O A R 
SHAKE,

R O A R 
BY LAURA READ

Special to Moonshine Ink

LAKE TAHOE COULD BE THE MOST 
DANGEROUS GEOLOGICAL HAZARD IN THE 
LOWER 48.”

~ GRAHAM KENT, DIRECTOR OF THE NEVADA 
SEISMOLOGICAL LABORATORY AT UNR
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The recent quakes around Lake 
Tahoe have not only jiggled resi-

dents’ homes, they’ve also unleashed 
thoughts of the “Big One.” The fears 
are not unfounded, scientists say; but 
a prediction is elusive, and there’s still 
a lot to learn. One thing we know is 
that the story begins deep in the past. 

Between 12,000 and 21,000 years 
ago, a strong earthquake shook Lake 
Tahoe and loosened about 3.5 cubic 
miles of earth on the West Shore 
around McKinney Bay. The debris 
tumbled downward and across the 
lake bottom with such force that 
chunks scattered as far as 9 miles 
out. Slabs a mile across and 500 feet 
high stayed intact, according to recent 
measurements. The McKinney Bay 
Landslide cut a chunk out of Lake 
Tahoe’s shoreline and gave it the west-
bulging shape it has today.

But the drama wasn’t over. The cas-
cading earth sent a giant wave surging 
eastward in a swell that reached 330 
feet high. The action is animated in a 
15-minute fi lm produced by scientists 
at the UC Davis Tahoe Environmental 
Research Center (TERC), called 
Tahoe In Depth 2D. Images generated 
by sonar and radar equipment reveal 
just how much impact the tsunami 
probably had.

The powerful wave offset by the 
crumbling earth moved so 

 quickly it took 
less 

than 10 minutes to cross the lake 
and roar up canyons on the East, 
North, and South shores. In 10 more 
minutes, the water receded from 
those hillsides, then splashed up on 
all sides of the lake. Sloshing back 
and forth, then, like water in a tilted 
tub, it scoured the slopes and pulled 
every living and loose thing downhill. 
According to geologists, Eagle Rock, 
a volcanic plug at the mouth of 
Blackwood Canyon, received a sort 
of neck scrubbing; its base shows the 
evidence to anyone looking closely 
today. The new lake bottom was now 

scattered with monolithic rocks and 
deposits of sand and gravel from the 
mountainsides. Today, the subaqueous 
wonderland is a fascinating place for 
scientists to explore, which they do 
using submersible diving vehicles, 
remote-operated vehicles, and under-
water photography.

It’s not crystal clear what caused 
the McKinney Bay Landslide, but 
scientists like Richard Schweickert, 
emeritus professor of geology at the 
University of Nevada, Reno, say 
it probably was a profound quake. 

Sediments on that side of the lake 
contain weaker layers of an ancestral 
lake, Schweickert said. They did not 
hold up to the earth-ripping jolt.

Despite the dramatic past, tsunamis 
haven’t been top of mind for many 
geologists; but this spring, on the 
morning of May 28, one of Lake 
Tahoe’s three faults, the Stateline-
North Tahoe Fault, shifted twice, 
30 minutes apart, at magnitudes 4.2 
and 3.1. Not only the scientists paid 
attention. Other observers wondered, 
“Are we in for The Big One?”

“It’s a wakeup call,” said Jim Howle, 
with the U.S. Geological Survey. “This 
is a good time to think about earth-
quake preparedness.” 

Tension and Release

In fact, Lake Tahoe is due for a major 
rupture. If it occurs, it will most likely 
be along a 25-mile-long crack that 
lies west of the Stateline-North Tahoe 
Fault Zone, called the West Tahoe-
Dollar Point Fault Zone, scientists 
said. Whether that happens tomorrow 
or in a thousand years is anybody’s 

guess. “Take a yard stick and bend 
it, and tell me when it’s going to 
break. If you do it gradually, it won’t 
break; then, boom, it breaks,” said 
Graham Kent, director of the Nevada 
Seismological Laboratory at UNR. 
“Sometime in the next thousand years 
— or maybe tomorrow — we’re going 
to get that West Tahoe Fault going, 
and it will be a catastrophic event.” 

The idea that precursor quakes, 
or foreshocks, will warn of such a 
catastrophe is a misnomer, Howle 
said: Sometimes earthquakes have 
foreshocks and sometimes they don’t. 
“There’s no such thing as an early 
warning system for earthquakes,” he 
explained. That said, there have been 
thousands of little quakes in the Lake 
Tahoe Basin and surrounding areas 
that have not drawn much scrutiny, 
but the bigger quakes of May 28 
caught his attention. “This is about as 
close as we get,” he said.

One place the public has turned to for 
information is TERC. The research 
center does not have a geologist on 
staff, said Heather Segale, TERC’s 
education and outreach director, 
but its focus on the watershed and 
lake health intersects with geological 
research. After the quakes, more than 
100,000 people tuned in to the center’s 
YouTube channel to see Tahoe In Depth 
2D, Segale said. “The earthquakes 
defi nitely have people interested in 
learning more.” 

R O A R R O A R 
Will a Lake Tahoe 

earthquake cause a tsunami?
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Heat, Ice, and Water

It’s easy to admire the lake’s sublime 
beauty, and to be comforted by the fact 
that in recent centuries, the features 
haven’t changed much. But geolo-
gists — who think in much broader 
timespans, in millions and millions of 
years — know that all of the earth’s 
surface is constantly rising and falling 
as the tectonic plates that form it shift 
under gravity’s pull. 

As these tectonic plates push against 
each other, tension builds, Howle 
explained. The pressure or energy 
must be released, and is usually let 
go in a tremor, or quake, which can 
cause a rift in the earth called a fault. 
Ruptures can appear as “normal,” or 
“step,” faults, which slide vertically 
against each other and make a cliff 
drop pattern; or they can take the 
form of a “strike-slip” fault, which 
shifts from side-to-side the way two 
palms rub together, fi ngers to thumb.

Even though Lake Tahoe is huge and 
seems like its own entity, it is neverthe-
less part of the much larger region 
extending eastward into Nevada and 
westward all the way to the Pacifi c 
Ocean. Two million years ago, the 
Basin was less dramatic and held a 
shallow lake that captured rain and 
snowmelt, according to Frances Wahl 
Pierce, a retired geologist and TERC 
docent who hosted a video about the 
lake’s geology for TERC’s YouTube 
channel. Over time, as the Sierra 
Nevada lifted and a “basin and range” 
landscape began to form to the east, 
faults evolved around Lake Tahoe. As 
the faulting grew, the Tahoe Basin got 
deeper — even more so than today, for 
a while — holding a great volume of 
rainfall and snowmelt. 

Volcanic fl ows on the North Shore 
blocked the Basin’s sole outlet, now 
called the Truckee River, Wahl Pierce 
said. The natural dams contained the 
water and raised the lake level, but then 
water eroded them and the lake level 
dropped, leaving evidence of higher 
shores on the mountainsides, she said.

Mountain to Basin

The shifting and shaking is far 
from over. Nowadays, geologists 
are watching three major normal 
or step faults that trend north-
south through Lake Tahoe, Kent 
explained. These branch into a 
combination of normal and strike-
slip faults. The West Tahoe-Dollar 
Point Fault Zone starts at the 
mouth of Emerald Bay and trends 
north along the West Shore to the 
east side of Dollar Point and beyond 

toward Northstar California Resort. 
Its effects can be seen from the 
Rubicon Trail at D.L. Bliss State 
Park, where a cliff plunges into 
deep blue water that’s 1,400 feet 
deep, and divers find boulders and 
fissures to explore. It also appears 
along Dollar Point, where, within 20 
strokes, kayakers can cruise from 
water that’s 10 feet deep and the 
color of turquoise to water 30 times 
the depth and darkened to a haunt-
ing indigo hue. 

East of the West Tahoe Fault, the 
Stateline-North Tahoe Fault Zone 
runs from Stateline into the lake at a 
southwest angle. It forms a steep drop 
just to the east of Cal Neva in Crystal 
Bay, plunging to the deepest part of the 
lake, 1,644 feet. Paralleling this is the 
Incline Village Fault Zone, Kent said. 
It runs southwest into the water out 
of Incline Village, cutting through land 
less than 2 miles away from the Tahoe 
Environmental Research Center.

Relatively recent breaks, the result of 
fault zone activity, are visible above 
ground in a couple of places, Kent said 
— near the old elementary school in 
Incline Village and at the Angora Lakes 
trailhead south of Fallen Leaf Lake.

It’s not easy for even scientists to tell 
exactly where a quake occurs. An 
earthquake’s epicenter is determined 
in part by its distance underground, 
as fault ruptures exist at specifi c 
depths, Schweickert said. When they 
run close to each other, as is the case 
with sections of the West Tahoe-Dollar 
Point and Stateline-North Tahoe faults, 
quake location will be determined by 
which depth the tremor corresponds 
to. Best indication so far for the May 
28 quakes, according to Kent, is 
the bigger rupture was “a relay fault 
zone between West Tahoe Fault and 
Stateline-North Tahoe Fault — and was 
strike slip, left lateral,” meaning the 
epicenter occurred on one of the rifts 
that branch off the main artery of the 
fault trending from the north middle 
section of the lake through Stateline.

Action Everywhere

The Tahoe-area faults do not stand 
alone. They belong to an extended 
series of rifts that trends both south 
and west. Named Walker Lane, this 
zone is connected to the San Andreas 
Fault along the Pacifi c Coast, said 
Annie Kell, previously an education 
and outreach seismologist at UNR, 
in a video lecture for TERC citizen 
scientists preparing to paddle the Lake 
Tahoe Water Trail last month. The San 
Andreas Fault gets about 75% of the 
overall region’s activity, while Walker 

Lane exhibits 25%, Kell said. Walker 
Lane has experienced thousands of 
jolts across the centuries, from Mina, 
Nevada, to Mammoth, California, to 
Independence Lake. From mid-May to 
mid-June this year, the Stateline-North 

Tahoe Fault Zone alone ruptured 
dozens and dozens of times, according 
to USGS online records.  

FAULTY BOTTOM: Three main faults and their 
secondary branching faults web the bottom of Lake 
Tahoe. The earth may release tension through any 
of them at any time, creating a shake or 
tremor. Image courtesy USGS
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Kent has a creative interpre-
tation of how the combined 
movements shaped Lake 
Tahoe. If you hypothetically 
combine all of Lake Tahoe’s 
known previous jolts in one 
long segment, the time it 
took to form the lake would 
comprise just half a day. 
“Lake Tahoe was formed in 
six hours of actual hell and 
terror separated by thousands 
of years,” he said. “There is 
mostly quiescence and then 
there’s a bad 30 seconds.”

Kent has studied the earth-
quakes recorded along the 
Pacifi c Coast and inland: 
He sees the big picture and 

fi nds it alarming: “Lake 
Tahoe could be the most 
dangerous geological hazard 
in the lower 48,” he said. 

One reason is that thousands 
of people are present in 
the Tahoe Basin on any 
given day, he said. They’re 
sunbathing, dining in cafés, 
playing with dogs, skiing its 
slopes, or driving to work. 
Another reason is: At least 
one primary fault is overdue 
to rupture in a big way.

When geologists say the 
West Tahoe-Dollar Point 
Fault is ready for “the Big 
One,” they’re assessing 
risk by timeframe. It’s been 
4,500 years since the last 

large rupture along that 
line, according to Kent. The 
known major event before 
that was 7,800 years ago, he 
said. The one prior to that 
was 11,000 years ago. If the 
time between signifi cant rup-
tures is a pattern — roughly 
3,200-year intervals — then 
the West Tahoe-Dollar Point 
Fault could be in for a big 
quake soon. Normal, or 
stepped, faults like this tend 
to rupture in large singular 
events, Kent said.

Tsunami Watch

That major earthquake  
could be bad enough, 
but will it also trigger a 
tsunami? Kent and other 

geologists interviewed said 
that kind of event is hard 
to predict. “It is a fact, you 
will generate a tsunami of a 
certain size by just dropping 
the Basin fl oor,” Kent said. 
A tsunami could also be 
triggered by a landslide that 
might come from a rupture 
in either a normal fault or a 
slip-strike fault. “The height 
is dependent on how that 
rupture happens,” he said. 
How will it affect people? 
“It depends on where you 
are around the lake and 
how unlucky you are on the 
shoreline.”

When asked how worried 
he is that a tsunami will 
occur soon, Kent said: “I 
work with fire departments. 
I’m worrying about Tahoe 
burning down about 10 to 
20 times before we have an 
earthquake.” On the other 
hand, he also advises, “If 

there’s strong shaking at 
the beach, get off the beach 
immediately. If you see 
big changes in water level, 
get off the beach …. To a 
degree, we know we are 
running out of time on the 
West Tahoe Fault. It does 
have to relieve its stress.” 

Kell and Howle, too, 
won’t avoid Lake Tahoe. 
But they are wary. “It’s a 
good reminder that bigger 
earthquakes are not out of 
the question in this area, 
and everybody should take 
heed,” Howle  said. 

MORE 
ONLINE
Get link to 
Tahoe In Depth 2D online 
at moonshineink.com.

BECOME A STEWARD 
OF LAKE TAHOE

Think,  act  and explore
l ike a local

RESPECT THE
ENVIRONMENT

Take steps to reduce
your footpr int

STAY
EDUCATED

Always know before 
you go

KEEP
WILDLIFE WILD

No feeding,  poking or
taking sel f ies with 

bears

BE FIRE
SAFE

Know how campf ires
work — and no 

f i reworks

DEMONSTRATE 
MINDFUL TRAVEL

Posit ively  impact  the
areas you v is i t

T R A V E L  R E S P O N S I B L Y  |  T A K E  T H E  P L E D G E

GoTahoeNorth.com/MoonshineInkGoTahoeNorth.com/MoonshineInkGoTahoeNorth.com/MoonshineInkGoTahoeNorth.com/MoonshineInkGoTahoeNorth.com/MoonshineInk

T R A V E L E R  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  P L E D G E

Pledge now and find additional resources at:

SHAKE AND RATTLE from p. 13 VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL:
The U.S. Geological Survey 
features earthquake 
documentation and education 
on its website. This diagram 
gives a simple explanation 
about how normal and strike-
slip faults work. Image courtesy 
USGS

QUAKE AND SCRAPE: 
Lake Tahoe is like a giant 
bathtub of eroded hillsides 
created by earthquake faulting 
and glacial scraping. Image 
courtesy USGS

STRIKE -SLIP

NORMAL
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The information provided is for informational purposes only, and is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of offers to buy any investment or property. In particular, nothing is intended to be an offer to sell 

be complete, and should not be relied upon in making any investment decisions. Offers to acquire property will only be made pursuant to separate complete set of purchase and sale documents to be 
provided by Palisades Sales and Marketing and prospective purchasers should review all such documents carefully and should seek competent legal, tax and financial advice in connection therewith. No 
property view is guaranteed and views may be altered by subsequent development and construction at the project. Dimensions, sizes, specifications, furnishings, layouts, and materials are approximate 

An intimate collection of new mountain modern homes.

palisadesatsquaw.com/experience

(530) 414-9177

The Palisades offers families a sophisticated yet 
down-to-earth alpine living experience unlike 
anything Olympic Valley has seen before. 

Limited Availability. Only 4 Homes Remain.



NEWS

Scott Ferguson fi rst got wind of the 
town’s project via a postcard earlier 
this spring and didn’t think much of 
it. Over time, as details unfolded, 
it became clear that due to this 
wildfi re mitigation project, he was 
going to lose a handful of trees at 
the corner of his property, including 
one he called the anchor of his yard. 

Ferguson says he and his wife have 
spent the past 15 years carefully 
maintaining their property to 
eliminate ladder fuels and create 
defensible space, and based on that, 
he had multiple meetings with town 
leaders to plead the case for leaving 
the trees, as the parcel was already 
wildfi re-ready. Despite all that, the 
trees were felled this June, leaving 
him heartbroken and critical of the 
town’s blanket approach toward “fi re 
hardening.” Ferguson, who owns two 
local businesses, said that his two 
kids, now in high school, practically 
grew up under the shade of the 
“anchor,” a 30-year-old Jeffrey pine.

“It boils down to the overreach of 
the project and [the town] coming 
in and summarily cutting precious, 
loved trees for no explainable, 
justifi able reason. It did not reduce 
fi re risk in our neighborhood,” said 
Ferguson, adding that he believes it 
increased fi re risk on his property 
because the area normally shaded by 
a mature tree will now be exposed 
for the accumulation of ladder fuels. 
“Is Truckee going to come in and 
mitigate that every year?”

The tree removal was part of the 
Town of Truckee’s 2021 Vegetation 
Removal Project, an effort to 
prepare for wildfi re that was piloted 
in Tahoe Donner last year and is 
poised to clear vegetation on about 
40 miles of the town’s roadways 
by the end of the summer. The 
estimated $700,000 project was 
funded through Cal Fire grants 
and funds from the Truckee Special 
Service Area 1 (a parcel assessment 
funding mechanism in Tahoe 
Donner). Although the town is not 
a fi re agency, public works director 
Dan Wilkins said the project was 

one way the town found to assist 
with local fi refi ghting agencies’ 
astronomical task of priming the 
area to be fi re-resistant. 

The removal project impacted a 
10-foot easement that runs along 
all roadways, for which the town is 
responsible. Many residents have 
criticized the plan — a petition 
against it currently has 457 
signatures on change.org — for not 
taking a more site-specifi c course 
of action in determining which 
tree to cut. But Wilkins said that 
added snow storage, easier road 
maintenance, and reduced threat 
to utility lines made the complete 
clearing of vegetation in the 
easement the most benefi cial option 
to the town.

“We defi nitely have some residents 
that would prefer that we either 
not be doing the project or that 
we scale it back in some fashion,” 
Wilkins said, adding, however, 
that it is necessary to “improve 
the ability of emergency service 
providers not only to get in and 
out of subdivisions either to 
fi ght a fi re or potentially more 
importantly to evacuate people or 
help people evacuate.”

Instances like Ferguson’s tree are 
increasingly common casualties 
of the crux decision between the 
painstakingly slow protocol followed 
in the past and the decisive, large-
scale treatments that agencies 
responsible for fi re mitigation are 
tasked with doing — and in the 
face of one of the most critical fi re 
environments California has ever 
seen, treatments need to get done 
yesterday. Ideally, local experts 
and fi re fi ghters are striving for 
something in the middle — creative, 

expansive, and resident-supported 
solutions to the threat, which is 
on everybody’s minds right now. 
In a survey by the Truckee Fire 
Protection District in January of 
this year, 95% of residents said that 
the issue of most concern to them 
was wildfi re.

Truckee/Tahoe has watched as 
other areas in California have seen 
debilitating wildfi res wipe out 
towns, and this exigency of effective 
solutions has led to myriad local 
efforts from a new parcel tax to 
expansive monitoring technology, 
and from ever-refi ned evacuation 
protocols to movies and art shows.

Parcel Tax for 
Defensible Space
Last fall Truckee Fire Protection 
District Chief Bill Seline went to 
the agency’s board with the goal of 
implementing a more aggressive 
and effective wildfi re mitigation 
plan. The district’s last fi ve-year 
Community Wildfi re Preparation 
Plan was coming to its sunset date, 
and although it had made huge steps 
in local forest treatment, the result 
was far from Seline’s hopes.  

“Do we want to continue like we’re 
doing and put together a plan, and 
come up with these acres, and I’ll 
tell you in fi ve years it won’t be 
done again, or do we want to ask 
people in Truckee if they want to 
get a better, faster pace, and bigger 
scale on wildfi re prevention,” Seline 
said. “At the end of the day we have 
to take a higher road; it’s time to get 
the work done at all costs.” 

In the aforementioned district 
survey, 79% of residents answered 
yes to wanting a faster pace and said 

The Many Dimensions of 
‘Fire Hardening’
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BY SAGE SAUERBREY
Special to Moonshine Ink
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RIPPED OUT: Truckee resident Scott Ferguson says it was heartbreaking to see the 30-year-old 
Jeffrey pine ripped out during the town’s vegetation removal pr oject. “Now just to walk out my 
front door and see this giant hole with the sun glaring down on our grass and asphalt, I mean it 
still gets us down every day,” he said. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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they would support a $179 annual 
parcel tax to assist the fi re agency in 
a large-scale mitigation effort over 
the next eight years. This tax and the 
details of its precise use will be on 
the ballot as Measure T in a special 
election in August. 

According to Seline, the cornerstones 
of the measure include “removing 
dry brush, dead trees, and other 
fi re hazards, add shaded fi re breaks 
where needed … support defensible 
space efforts and hardening of 
homes and neighborhoods and 
critical infrastructure, and provide 
homeowners easy and inexpensive 
disposal options of their defensible 
space material and green waste.”

Green waste assistance constitutes 
one of the most important details 
of the plan, and will likely make 
up about half of the $3.7 million 
per year budget — the total budget 
adding up to almost $30 million 
over the measure’s 8-year lifespan. 
The majority of the town’s total land 
area is private, but Seline said many 
landowners are disincentivized to 
remove green waste due to the high 
cost and diffi culty of disposing it. 
The few relatively close biomass 
facilities in Honey Lake and Quincy 
are no longer accepting green waste 
due to an overwhelming supply, and 
transporting waste to the Cabin 
Creek landfi ll can be labor-intensive 
and time-consuming. Seline wants 
to offer services ranging from 
curbside pickup of large quantities 
of green waste, chipping services, 
dead tree removal, and defensible 
space assistance for those who 

might have diffi culty completing the 
work themselves.

“Reducing fuels is that gold standard 
for reducing fi re intensity,” Seline 
said. Fires are going to happen 
regardless, he added, but if we can 
“get back to some sense of normalcy 
or a 100-year-ago forest structure,” 
then fi refi ghting agencies will have 
a much better chance at containing 
the blazes before they grow to a 
catastrophic size.

Watchful Eye
A webcam-based fi re intelligence 
service started by Graham Kent 
at the University of Nevada Reno 
in partnership with University 
of California San Diego, and 
University of Oregon placed its last 
camera in the Tahoe Basin last year, 
providing what Kent calls “complete 
service” over the region. Originally 
named Alert Tahoe because of 
its starting point, the system of 
more than 90 cameras just in the 
greater Tahoe region forewarns of 
fi re activity via visual cues. When 
just a puff of smoke is spotted in a 
region, local fi re departments can 
use the corresponding cameras 
to survey the fi re start and make 
informed decisions in mere minutes 
regarding how to respond to the 
fi re. The concept has been so 
successful that ALERTWildfi re 
spread to other regions in 
California and the West, and is now 
going international, with a branch 
called Bushfi reLIVE currently being 
implemented in Australia. 

NEWS

 READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

T R U C K E E     TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

ACCIDENT & INJURY ATTORNEYS
JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRACTICE AREAS

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

CROWNING FIRE: A fi re crowns in the Sierra Nevada. Crowning happens when the fi re ignites the 
forest canopy, and typically occurs due to red fl ag fi re conditions and an abundance of ladder fuels 
and leads to blazes like the mega fi res, North Fire and Creek Fire, in 2020. Photo courtesy Truckee 
Fire Protection District

See WILDFIRE p. 18
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“There’s no doubt that thousands and 
thousands of fi res have been sized up 
and followed since [ALERTWildfi re’s] 
inception nine years ago,” Kent said.

For example, the Meeks Fire near 
Sugar Pine Point State Park on June 
11 occurred on a high winds day, and 
easily could have led to a large burn, 
but was stopped in time largely due 

to information gained through the 
nearby ALERTWildfi re camera. 

On a larger scale, Kent says the 
Lilac Fire in San Diego started 
on the worst fi re condition day 
in the city’s history, Dec 7, 2017. 
The local fi re crews had an eye on 
the ALERTWildfi re camera within 
minutes and pushed out all 43 fi re 
trucks in the county within three 

minutes. Kent says they were able 
to throw every resource they had 
at the Lilac blaze because other 
ALERTWildfi re cameras showed no 
fi re activity in the rest of the county.

Everyone agrees that without the 
cameras and the informed size-up 
response, the Lilac Fire would have 
been a very large devastating fi re, 
with destruction in the billions of 
dollars range, so this experience 
“pretty much changed our trajectory,” 
Kent said. 

EVAC
A pivotal aspect of fi re preparedness 
is the ability of a community to 
evacuate effi ciently in order to allow 
the fi rst responders to adequately 
fi ght the fi re. Yet in an area such 
as Tahoe/Truckee with such a large 
visitor base, it can be challenging to 
get the word out quickly.

For those in the Tahoe Basin, the 
collaborative local fi re agency 
partnership, the Tahoe Fire 
and Fuels team, has compiled a 
comprehensive web-based resource 
at tahoelivingwithfi re.com. Visitors 
and locals can access information 
on the site about evacuation plans 
for specifi c areas around the lake, 
sign up for emergency notifi cations, 
design an evacuation checklist and 
a “go bag,” prepare their home for a 
possible evacuation, and more. 

On the Truckee side, the website to 
visit is truckeepolice.com/disaster-
preparedness/ where much of the 
same information listed above is 
available. A new resource that the 
Truckee police department and fi re 
protection district have provided 
to the community is called Zone 
Haven — a resource that divides 
counties into zones based on 
potential evacuation routes unique 
to those areas. 

Seline says the service will give the 
fi re district and police department 
a more effi cient resource for 
communicating with the public 
through to-the-minute updates 
and evacuation plans based on 
specifi c zones in Nevada County. 
For the service to work of course, it 
requires residents to go online and 
familiarize themselves with the site, 
which can be visited at community.
zonehaven.com.

Check out p. 41 for tips on 
evacuating your home.

Art-Full Education
Public education and buy-in are 
vital keystones of fi re preparedness, 
experts say, but public awareness 
campaigns and fi re-related websites 
only reach so far into the collective 
psyche. To fi ll the gap, the local artistic 
community has stepped in to elevate 
wildfi re education to an artform.

During the month of June, the 
Tahoe Art Haus provided a free 
virtual screening of the 40-minute 
documentary, Not If, But When: 
Wildfi re Solutions, telling the stories 
of solutions-based approaches to 
wildfi re preparedness happening 
locally (including several mentioned 
in this piece). If you missed the 
free screening, the fi lm is available 
on amazon.com. Information can 
be found on other wildfi re related 
fi lms, with several being screened 
virtually, on the calendar page of 
tahoelivingwithfi re.com.

A relationship between art and 
science — specifi cally the Nevada 
County Arts Council and the 
Sagehen Creek Field Station — has 
triggered a new artistic series 
that will take various forms. The 
partnership offi cially began in 
2018 and has led to a handful of 
artist-in-residence programs at 
the fi eld station, which is a forest 
health research facility located 
in the Sagehen Experimental 
Forest about 10 miles north of 
Truckee. Artists from around the 
region plus Washoe and Nisenan 
cultural leaders and tribespeople 
will be sharing knowledge and 
sparking conversation through the 
FOREST⇌FIRE art installation 
premiering at the Truckee 
Community Recreation Center in 
October, as well as at workshops 
and fi eld trips designed for both 
children and adults.

“FOREST⇌FIRE is a 
multiplatform project designed 
to inspire a broad community 
conversation inspired by fi re 
in the Sierra Nevada forest,” 
curator Michael Lewellyn said 
in a fundraising video. “[The 
project] addresses the causes and 
consequences of catastrophic fi re, 
the forest’s role in safeguarding 
our watersheds, its value in 
mitigating climate change, and our 
role in saving it from ecological 
collapse.”   

Simple.
Good.
Food. 

530.582.5655 
stellatruckee.com

A friendly neighborhood restaurant located 
inside the Cedar House Sport Hotel.

Scan code to 

get your mouth 

watering!

NEWS

EASY BEING GREEN: The last of the Town of Truckee’s community green waste drop off events 
was held on June 25, allowing residents to dispose of large amounts of defensible space waste, in 
town, free of charge. Seline says Measure T would allow the fi re protection district to greatly expand 
services like this one. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

WILDFIRE from p. 17
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In the event of a wildfire or an 

emergency situation, law 

enforcement and fire agencies 

issue evacuation warnings or 

evacuation orders for impacted 

areas. These notices are issued 

for specific zones. Knowing 

your zone is critical to the 

evacuation process.

Visit the following link:
community.zonehaven.com

Enter your address into the 
search bar

Find your zone in the 
pop-up window and write it 
down

1

2

3

community.zonehaven.com

Cut through the

Sign up: moonshineink.com/enews

delivers community 
stories that you 
want to read.

Moonshine Ink E-News
delivers community 
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Sign up: moonshineink.com/enewsSign up: moonshineink.com/enews

www.Pacif icCrestWP.com
William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities 

and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

The shortest distance between these 

two points is  a financial plan.

Let an independent financial advisor help you craft a 
plan that puts your interests and objectives first. 

That’s an approach that makes sense in 
these—or any—market conditions.

 530-563-5250   
bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161
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So ... the campfi re ban? What 
exactly does this mean? It 
seems there are different rules 
depending on where you are. 
For example, I’m seeing “no 
gas” being added to some lists 
and not others. We residents 
and visitors need clarifi cation 
on the guidelines! 

Throughout the Truckee area and 
Tahoe Basin we have several fi re 
districts — such as Truckee Fire 
Protection District, Northstar Fire 
Department, Olympic Valley Fire 
Department, and North Tahoe Fire 
District — that are in partnership 
with the “Regional Burn Ban.” Our 
messaging is consistent and we work 
very hard to make sure that the 
information is clear and understand-
able. Additionally the state parks 
and United States Forest Service 
have their own guidelines for their 
lands and campgrounds.  

THE REGIONAL BURN BAN

What is banned?  
Any outside or residential campfi res/
bonfi res that burn anything other 
than gas. Also, BBQs that burn solid 
fuel like charcoal briquettes, wood, 
or lump charcoal, including the Big 
Green Egg are banned. 

What is allowed?
Outdoor gas devices including gas 
fi re pits, gas BBQs, and pellet burn-
ing devices. All indoor fi replaces, 
including wood and pellet-burning 
stoves and fi replaces are permitted.

RED FLAG DAYS = 
NO OPEN FLAMES
In addition to the Regional Burn 
Ban, on a specifi c RED FLAG 
WARNING Day, extra restrictions 
will include “No Open Flames.” 
This is allowed in the locally 
adopted California Fire Code. Red 

Flag Warning Days are typically 
messaged out through NIXLE 
and pushed to social media. I am 
wondering if this is what may have 
been seen by the reader who sub-
mitted the question. Other than this 
restriction, I am unsure of where 
they saw the “no gas” signage. 

For campfi re ban information, 
readers can visit truckeefi re.org/fi re-
ban-faq, which is directly applicable 
to the Truckee Fire Protection 
District response area.

However, the reader is correct in the 
fact that depending on where you 
are, the ordinances and guidelines/
restrictions can be different. The 
Truckee/Tahoe area is unique with 
the many different agencies that 
have jurisdiction over the actual 
land and its restrictions. As men-
tioned above, if you are on federal 
or state land, the restrictions may 

differ. Additionally, homeowner 
associations may have extra fi re 
restrictions in place.

It is very important to be aware 
of the area in which you live and 
recreate. With our high fi re danger, 
any fi re, fl ame, or spark can be 
dangerous. Each individual needs to 
be hyperaware of their location to 
make sure they abide by the rules of 
where they are.

~ Laura Brown, Truckee Fire 
Protection District  Battalion Chief 

 NEWS

YOU ASKED?
Readers submit 
questions and we fi nd 
the right people to 
answer them. Submit your query 
to editors@moonshineink.com.

The threat of wildfire looms large, and in response, regional 
fire agencies put in place “campfire bans” in recent years. 
With the overlapping jurisdictions and their respective varying 
rules, a reader asked for clarification. 

~ By Mayumi Elegado, Moonshine Ink
AFTER BURN: A campfi re in Tahoe Donner escaped its fi re pit in 2018 but was stopped by 
local fi re agencies. The Regional Burn Ban aims to avoid the potentially dangerous impacts 
of such events. Photo courtesy Truckee Fire Protection District

WHAT THE CAMPFIRE BAN 
MEANS

You Asked. 
They Answered.They Answered.
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NEWS

All the news that fi ts — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.NEWS BRIEFS

1 Murder on the West Shore
HOMEWOOD
On June 5 at approximately 9 p.m., a 
murder and attempted murder occurred 
at a full-time residence in Homewood. 
Robert Gary Spohr, 70, was found 
deceased with a single gunshot wound. 
His wife, Wendy Wood Spohr, was 
found alive with three gunshot wounds. 
She is currently in intensive care at 
Renown Regional Medical Center in 
Reno. Placer County Sheriff’s Dispatch 
received a 911 call around 9 p.m. with 
no one speaking on the other end. 
Placer County Sheriff Lieutenant Nelson 
Resendes said it is likely that Wendy 
Spohr made the 911 call, but they don’t 
know for sure as they haven’t been 
able to speak to her yet. According to 
a statement released by the couple’s 
younger daughter, Adrienne Spohr, her 
mother is unresponsive.
    Security camera footage of the 
property shows a man wearing a 
hoodie, grey sweatpants, a neck gaiter, 
and a backpack on foot in the driveway.       
The sheriff’s offi ce believes the man 
was at the residence during the time of 
the incident and have deemed him a 
person of interest. At this time, there is 
no evidence of a burglary. 
    Murders in Tahoe “are very rare,” 
said Resendes. “It’s alarming.” Anyone 
with information about this case should 
call the Placer County Sheriff’s Offi ce tip 
line at (530) 889-7853. 

~ Melissa Siig, Special to 
Moonshine Ink

2 TDPUD: Prepare for 
Summer Power Outages
TRUCKEE
Truckee Donner Public Utility District 
is urging customers to be prepared 
for prolonged power outages this 
summer if NV Energy turns off power 
transmission to Truckee due to extreme 
fi re danger. TDPUD does not generate 
power locally and is dependent on 
the transmission of electricity from our 
generation sources through NV Energy. 
The outages, based on the length of the 
extreme wildfi re danger period and the 
time required to visually inspect 100% 
of the electric system to safely restore 
power, will likely impact TDPUD’s entire 
customer base for periods ranging from 
one day to a few days. TDPUD does 
not have control over the timing and 
duration of the outages, but the district 
is collaborating with local emergency 
response and critical infrastructure 
stakeholders to raise awareness of the 
new NV Energy PSOM program and to 
mitigate impacts. 
    Details on NV Energy’s PSOM 
program can be found at nvenergy.
com/safety/psom. Sign up for TDPUD’s 
automated alerts via text or email at 
tdpud.org. TDPUD customers can sign 
up to be notifi ed of NV Energy PSOM’s 
and other emergency situations.   

The district will attempt to notify all 
customers between 48 and 24 hours 
prior and 12 to 4 hours before the 
outage, if an NV Energy PSOM is 
planned. 
Get prepared at tdpud.org/wildfi re-
safety, and read up on wildfi re 
preparedness in the Ink in our Space it 
Up, It’s GO Time!, p. 41.

~ TDPUD press release

3 U.S. Cities Study Reparations 
for Slavery to Black Residents 
SACRAMENTO
The state’s capital pledged to create a 
pilot program for distributing reparations 
to a select cohort of Black residents 
in an effort to demonstrate how a 
national level 
slavery reparations 
system could work.   
Sacramento Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg 
joins 10 other U.S. 
mayors (including 
one other from 
California, Los 
Angeles’ Eric 
Garcetti) who 
announced 
intentions to create 
these programs.
The City Council of 
Evanston, Illinois, 
announced its 
program earlier 
this year, saying it 
would pay $25,000 
toward qualifying homes of Black 
residents, earmarked for home payments 
or repairs. Sacramento had made no 
announcement about how its pilot 
program will work as of press time.

~ BL

4 STRs Roaring Back According 
to New Market Report
TRUCKEE/TAHOE
RedAwning, a marketing, distribution, 
reservations, and hospitality platform 
for short-term rentals, has released 
an in-depth market report exploring 
accommodation and tourism trends in 
the Truckee region. According to the 
report, vacation rental occupancy in 
Truckee was at 83% in April 2021 versus 
53% in pre-Covid April of 2019.
    The report also found that the 
number of nights booked increased 
similarly to rates charged for those 
nights, with April 2021 up 42% over 
2019. The average daily rate in April 
2021 was $403 in Truckee, a 24% 
increase over the 2019 April fi gure, 
suggesting Truckee is in high demand 
as the state reopens. The combination 
of higher occupancy and higher rates 
means homeowners are also generating 
more income from their rentals.
    “The timing has never been better 
to start renting out a vacation property 
in the Tahoe Truckee area,” said 

RedAwning’s CEO Tim Choate. “Our 
data suggests that even shoulder 
seasons will be well ahead of pre-Covid 
levels as visitors from around the world 
continue to rediscover North Lake 
Tahoe’s year-round appeal.” 
    The full report for Truckee/Tahoe 
is available to download at info.
redawning.com/truckee-market-report.

~ RedAwning press release

5 BEAR League Confi rms 6 
Bears Hit Within 12 Hours
TRUCKEE/TAHOE
Six young bears were hit by automobiles 
on Tahoe/Truckee roads, with four of 
them dying as a result of the crashes, 
according to BEAR League’s executive 

director, Ann 
Bryant. While the 
local bear rescue 
and advocacy 
nonprofi t doesn’t 
keep overall 
annual stats 
about bear/
human interaction 
or automobile-
caused bear 
deaths, Bryant 
told the Ink that 
these rates are 
unprecedented, 
and she’s “never 
seen such carnage 
in such a short 
period of time.”

~ BL

6 HSTT Reopens Doors 
to the Public
TRUCKEE
The Human Society of Truckee-Tahoe 
reopened its doors to members of 
the public on June 17. Both of HSTT’s 
locations, in Truckee and South Lake 
Tahoe, have long been closed due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, but the 
nonprofi t organization has continued its 
work throughout the past year. 
    “The community really stepped up 
and helped us keep going during the 
pandemic,” said Erin Ellis, community 
engagement director at HSTT. “We 
were able to continue our rescue and 
adoption programs, community spay/
neuter, vet assistance, and pet pantry 
efforts. But we are thrilled to get back 
to full capacity and are actively looking 
for more foster homes and more 
volunteers.”
    The new HSTT hours at the Truckee 
shelter are Thursday through Monday, 
1 p.m. to 6 p.m., closed on Tuesday 
and Wednesday.

~ HSTT press release

7 TART Brings Free Transit to 
the North Shore
PLACER COUNTY
On June 25, Placer County and partners 

welcomed free on-demand transportation 
service to North Lake Tahoe, celebrating 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the 
North Lake Tahoe Event Center and 
reporting that roughly 60 riders took 
advantage of the free service on its fi rst 
day. Known as TART Connect, the new 
free shuttle service relies on eight small 
transit vans to provide curb-to-curb 
service throughout North Lake Tahoe. 
    Passengers can request the service 
through a mobile application titled 
TART Connect, similar to how popular 
services such as Uber and Lyft operate. 
Passengers who don’t have the app can 
call (530) 214-5811 to schedule a ride.
    Hosting partners for the event included 
Placer County, North Lake Tahoe Resort 
Association, Washoe County, and the 
Incline Village Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau. 
The pilot service will be contracted 
through Squaw Downtowner, LLC, which 
will provide the vehicles, drivers, and 
software to operate the service. Transient 
occupancy tax dollars fund the $506,000 
pilot program under the recommendation 
of the NLTRA.
    The microtransit program is one 
of the TOT-funded efforts being 
undertaken by Placer County to reduce 
traffi c impacts in North Lake Tahoe. 
Taking a triage approach to increasing 
mobility in the region, the county 
is working to address all areas of 
transportation, including road mobility, 
alternative transportation, pedestrian 
support, and public transit incentives. 
More information on these programs 
can be found at tot-tbidatwork.com.

~ NLTRA press release
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FUR-EVER HOME: Despite being closed to the 
public in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe continued 
its rescue and adoption programs, spay/neuter 
services, vet assistance, and pet pantry efforts. 
HSTT is now open to visitors. Courtesy photo

DIAL-UP TRANSIT: TART Connect, a free app-
based shuttle service for Tahoe’s North Shore, 
launched June 25, celebrated with a ribbon cutting 
event. “We know that it is vital that we reduce 
traffi c impacts throughout the Basin with innovative 
programs such as the one we are launching today,” 
said District 5 Supervisor Cindy Gustafson. Photo 
courtesy the NLTRA
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In the Past

MAN WITH A PLAN: Tahoe Donner founder 
Jack Kirby, right, joins Justin Dart, whose 
Dart Industries kit homes were some of 
the earlier homes in the development, on a 
site visit to a project in Silver Lakes. Photo 
courtesy Tahoe Donner

 After eight days of wildfi re ravaging 
Donner Ridge of Truckee in 1960, 

people were left with the view of the 
charred remains of over 44,000 acres 
of forest land. Several years later, when 
former NFL football player Jack Kirby 
purchased 4,020 acres of the fi re-
damaged area from a local Christmas 
tree farmer, he saw something entirely 
different: potential.

In the Donner Ridge burn scar, Kirby 
saw the terrain for a perfect beginner/
intermediate ski hill. An entrepreneur 
and real estate developer, he had a 
dream of creating a family-friendly 
mountain community with endless 
recreational opportunities. Five 

decades later — with 6,500 homes on 
7,300 acres, and an estimated 25,000 
member homeowners invested in its 
success — the scenario he envisioned 
is thriving as Truckee’s largest 
neighborhood, Tahoe Donner, which 
offi cially commemorates its 50th 
anniversary this year.

“He had a vision to be a four-season 
resort that offers great value [and] 
access to all these different activities 
and amenities — and he wanted to 
do it right,” Tahoe Donner Marketing 
Engagement Lead Derek Moore said 
of Kirby.

The downhill ski area became Tahoe 
Donner’s fi rst amenity when it opened 
in 1972. Soon after, Kirby brought 
in experts to help develop the rest 
of the resort’s amenities. Following 
the advice of his public relations 
consultant, Lawrence Laurie, the 
mastermind behind major media 
events like the widely publicized 
Bobby Riggs/Billie Jean King tennis 
match, Kirby created the Tahoe 
Donner Sports Advisory Board to 
evaluate which amenities were best 
suited for his new venture.

“Tapping into their expertise 
was a real big component of the 
development of the amenities and 
what those look like,” Moore noted.

The 12-member board included 
prominent sports fi gures like 
Olympians Andrea Mead Lawrence 
and Bill Disney, pro golfer Jerry 
Barber, decathlon champion Rafer 
Johnson, and Michael Reagan, the 
adopted son of former President 
Ronald Reagan and his fi rst wife, Jane 
Wyman, who set world records for 

power boat racing. John McKay, then 
head football coach at USC, served 
as chairman.

Shortly after the opening of the downhill 
ski area, Kirby focused his efforts on 
other recreational opportunities and 
amenities, with the Tennis Center and 
original Equestrian Center opening in 
1972, the opening of the golf course in 
1975 and the Cross-Country Ski Center 
in 1985, and the completion of Trout 
Creek Recreation Center in 1993.

“It’s really common for [a homeowners 
association] to have a pool and a 
recreation center and maybe a golf 
course, but for them to have a downhill 
ski area, a cross-country ski area, 
equestrian center, fi ve pools, fi ve 
restaurants … [the founders’] dream 
was to create a community that had 
every recreational opportunity at your 
fi ngertips,” Moore said. “Whether or 
not you wanted to ride a horse, whether 
or not you wanted to play bocce, 
whether or not you wanted to play golf, 
cross-country ski, anything. That was 
the drive for creating this community.”

Tahoe Donner was planned 
and developed with its natural 
surroundings in mind to be a 
wilderness community where the 
residents had the feeling of being 
tucked away in the high sierra without 
a lot of neighbors. The community was 
an immediate success, with homesite 
sales exceeding a total $20 million 
before the golf course or ski hill even 
opened. Truckee’s convenient location 
along Interstate 80 made it inviting to 
visitors from Reno, Sacramento, and 
the San Francisco Bay Area.

Jenn Roberts grew up coming to Tahoe 
Donner after her parents, Leroy and 
Stefanie Dove, bought a house in 1979. 
“In the summers, we always camped 
at the lower and upper portions of 
Carpenter Valley, which recently 
became part of the land acquisition 
by [the Truckee Donner Land Trust],” 
Roberts, now 51, recalled. “My father 
told me the last camping trip was the 
summer of 1978, where my mother 
made it clear she was not going to do 
dry camping anymore.”

 And so began their search for the 
ideal cabin. The effort resulted in 
a lifelong friendship between her 
parents and the real estate agent they 
hired at the time. Having previously 
rented in Tahoe Donner, the Doves 
were already familiar with the area, 
and their agent took them to see 
the only two homes available at the 
time. They made an offer on a fully 
furnished move-in ready house and in 
August 1979 they offi cially became 
Tahoe Donner members. Today, the 

Doves are some of the development’s 
longest-standing residents.

Homeownership was not without 
its own trials and tribulations in the 
early days, however. The dwelling was 
a Dart Industries kit house that was 
packaged, transported to the site, 
assembled, and fi nished in less than 
a week. The structure was installed 
on concrete columns with the siding 
coming within a few inches of the 
ground — which allowed birds and 
animals to camp under the house.

“There was a 1-inch gap all around 
the house at fl oor level between the 
sloping roof and the plywood fl ooring. 
You could actually see the ground 
outside from the fi rst fl oor,” Leroy 
Dove, now 81 years old, recalled in an 
email to Moonshine Ink. “We always 
wondered why it was so breezy in the 
house when the wind was blowing. 
The water coming off the roof on the 
east side of the building would fl ow 
under the house.”

Concrete blocks were eventually 
installed to block the critter access 
and a drainage ditch was installed 
on the east side of the house. In the 
meantime, porcupines had chewed 
the plywood siding on the house and 
the cedar-shingle roof on the house 
was eroding due to years of severe 
weather. One winter, a large portion 
of the roof blew off during a storm, 
resulting in water damage when the 
snow melted.

Snow removal was a challenge for 
the Doves the fi rst year. Big storms 
with snow drifts over 4 or 5 feet 
were hard to clean up, and snow 
would accumulate up to 10 feet in 
the driveway.

“Major storms had very high winds 
that would shake the house and cause 
waves in the toilet and bathtub,” 
Leroy recalled. “In the early days, 
street snow removal was the county 
of Nevada responsibility. Snow 
removal for your drive was done on 
an as-needed basis. You would call 
a company and they would send a 
front-loading tractor out to clear the 
driveway. There were no rotary plows 
like they have today.”

While Dove recalled the challenges 
of homeownership during the resort’s 
beginning years, his daughter offered 
her memories through the eyes of her 
child self. She reminisced of the joys 
of a white Christmas and playing in 
the snow. The family would play cards 
and board games. While her mother 
was always working on her latest craft 
project, dad often worked diligently 
on a jigsaw puzzle. The entire family 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW: Five decades after its founding, Tahoe Donner now has 6,500 homes on 7,300 
acres and an estimated 25,000 members in its homeowners association. Photo by Tom Lippert

Five decades lat� , the � iginal vision still holds � ue
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always skied at Tahoe Donner, and that 
is where Roberts herself learned to ski.

“I spent a great deal of my childhood 
in Tahoe Donner and I have so many 
fond memories of that time in my life,” 
Roberts refl ected. “Our cabin provided 
a lot of quality family time, which as 
a parent I now appreciate and cherish 
those times more than ever.”

The face of Tahoe Donner has 
changed much since those early days 
of the 1970s, when the average third-
acre lot was going for about $8,000. 
It’s no surprise that the Covid-19 
pandemic has furthered that growth.

“Right now, I’m hearing lots going 
for $270,000 up on Skislope [Way],” 
director of marketing Lindsay Hogan 
told Moonshine Ink.

Naturally, there is much diversity with 
pricing depending on the type of lot, 
such as whether it’s fl at or has a view. 
There aren’t a great many remaining 
unbuilt lots for sale, however, as Tahoe 
Donner is estimated to be 90% built 
out. Nowadays people are building on 
those lots once deemed “unbuildable.” 

“What we know — with the 
technology of the way things are able 
to be built now — is some lots that 
are so sloped, 30 years ago may have 
been deemed as unbuildable,” Hogan 
explained. “But they have some 
strategies now that make those a lot 
easier to build on.”

Another shift is the makeup of 
residency. Until recently, Tahoe 
Donner was on average 85% off-hill 
second homeowners and 15% full-time 
residents. Those numbers have shifted 
to about 70/30 with more people 
living there full-time as they are able 
to work remotely.

“Even though you think that’s a big 
chunk, that’s double the amount 
potentially at our greatest assessment, 

but it’s still only 30% of the homes,” 
Hogan noted.

And the growth shows no sign of 
slowing down just yet.

“We are seeing [that] the people who 
are coming to the community are 
so excited to get out and participate 
and be active in the amazing things 
that are Truckee and Tahoe Donner,” 
Hogan said. “We’ve seen record 
season pass sales numbers, we’ve 
seen record interest in our summer 
camps, we’ve seen record interest in 
things like kayak and boat storage at 
the marina, and boat and RV storage 
— little, tiny services like that where 
they’re so excited.”

With growth came not only 
the development of services 
and infrastructure, but also the 
preservation of open space and 
protection of natural resources, 
the latter of which isn’t typically 
associated with growth progression.

“Tahoe Donner has always been 
dedicated to preserving its natural 
capital and environmental resources 
for future generations to enjoy, while 

meeting the community’s development 
needs sustainably,” explained 
Moore. “This was a foundation of 
[Jack] Kirby’s vision for the resort 
community. Fifty years later, Tahoe 
Donner continues to strive for healthy 
growth, stability, and revitalizing 
redevelopment efforts for the benefi t 
of its homeowners and the Truckee 
community, as well as visitors, in this 
beautiful mountain town.”

Recent projects include the 
completion of a $2.2 million 
renovation at its 18-hole 
championship golf course in honor of 
its 50th anniversary, completion of 
a Nature Loop Trail, remodel of the 
Trout Creek Recreation Center, and 
installation of a new Snowbird triple 
chairlift at the downhill ski area in 
2018. The Tahoe Donner Downhill ski 
lodge, originally built in 1971, is set 
to be soon rebuilt and the new Alder 
Creek Adventure Center is outfi tted 
with a state of the art 5.88 kilowatt 
solar energy system that on a sunny 
day produces 25,000 watts.

In 2016, the Tahoe Donner 
Association purchased 640 acres in 
Crab Tree Canyon from the Truckee 
Donner Land Trust. The land will be 
forever preserved and not built upon, 
where folks can ski, hike, and bike. 
Tahoe Donner is currently working 
with the Truckee River Watershed 
Council on watershed enhancements 

and improvements in the restoration 
of Euer Valley. The land there long 
ago was used for cattle ranching and 
dairy cows; animal impacts have 
caused erosion and damage to the 
creek bed. The goal is to preserve 
the land and use it for recreation 
without causing more damage. In 
similar agreements with TDLT, the 
association had previously acquired 
land in Euer Valley; 200 acres in 2003 
and 482 in 2011.

Tahoe Donner has invested in the 
community with more than just open 
space preservation. The association has 
long partnered with various schools 
and youth programs to host athletics 
and training such as high school 
tennis practices and tournaments, 
cross-country skiing programs, youth 
mountain bike championships, and 
more. A number of Olympic athletes — 
Mark Engel, Annika Taylor, and Russell 
Kennedy, to name a few —  have trained 
at Tahoe Donner; some even learned to 
ski there.

Its nonprofit philanthropic arm, 
the Tahoe Donner Foundation, has 
contributed to various community 
causes and organizations by way of 
fundraising events like  its lecture 
series. Each year, it awards grants 
and scholarships to local students; 
$387,860 to date since this began 
in 2015. The foundation has also 
supported the development of the 
Tahoe Pyramid Trail, Sierra Senior 
Services, the Emergency Warming 
Center, Arts for the Schools, 
Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe, 
and more, donating a total of 
$45,000 just in 2020.

As Tahoe Donner continues to 
grow, Hogan sees the potential for 
increased community involvement 
from its members. Whether it be 
through leadership positions within 
the association and the community at 
large or by volunteering with service 
organizations and working to preserve 
the outdoor-life culture in the region.

“So many of us … came here at 
some certain time because it’s such 
an amazing place,” she noted. “Now 
more people are doing that, and so I 
hope that whenever we talk about the 
community expanding that we can see 
the benefi t in that too and understand 
that the same reasons why we came 
here are the same reasons why this 
infl ux is coming right now, too.” 

SCARRED: The Donner Ridge fi re in the early 1960s scorched more than 44,000 acres of land 
in a matter of days. In the Donner Ridge burn scar, former NFL football player Jack Kirby, who 
went on to found Tahoe Donner, thought the terrain would be ideal for a beginner/intermediate 
ski hill. Photo courtesy Tahoe Donner

LOOKING BACK: “Skiing provided our family a great winter activity,” recalls Jenn Roberts, whose 
parents are among the longest standing Tahoe Donner homeowners. “... I laugh at the memories 
of racing my older sister down the mile run, even though she would always beat me … I couldn’t 
wait for the hot chocolate at the end of every ski day.” Courtesy photo
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A s this paper goes to press, 
anxiety about wildfire danger 
rattles our community. It’s a 

numbers game: more people, more 
likely the risk of wildfires. July peak 
period visitation is upon us. Our 
beaches, trails, parking lots, stores, and 
restaurants are full. With dry forest 
conditions, the U.S. Forest Service 
fields questions such as “Are tiki torches 
allowed?” while residents seek to 
understand 36 flavors of fire restrictions 
(see p. 20). Visitors are directed to 
a “Truckee Travel Alert” webpage 
that includes a matrix of legal/illegal 
campfire situations and links to Know 
Your Evacuation Zone and Nixle Alerts. 

Protecting our community by 
managing tourism messaging is a day-
by-day play for Visit Truckee-Tahoe, 
the new tourism authority. (Tourism 
was formerly a Truckee Chamber of 
Commerce committee). The group 
just launched visittruckeetahoe.
com, replacing truckee.com, as the 
official visitor website. With 40% of 
the website dedicated to Sustainable 
Truckee and Made Naturally (nature, 
wildlife, cultural history), the intention 
is to encourage like-minded travelers 

who value responsible recreation and 
respect the local community.

But the long-term question is, what’s 
the game plan for protection and 
promotion in ways that will create a 
consistently healthy tourism economy 
AND a thriving (vs. surviving) 
community? How will we smooth out 
shoulder-season troughs and midweek 
dips that are most likely to return as 
the world reopens?

Taking a deep dive into these 
questions is Visit Truckee-Tahoe, 
the new 501c6 tourism organization 
that began operations in August 
2020 with a seven-member board 
including a Town of Truckee seat. 
Born from conversations about 
changing an outdated paradigm 
from solely promotion to protection, 
community well-being, and economic 
balance, VTT started with a clean 
slate, unencumbered by legacy 
governance, structure, and outmoded 
strategic plans. 

While this is good news, it also fosters 
deep philosophical debate about the 
roadmap ahead, which is exactly 
what the VTT Board is grappling 
with. Dynamic conversations are 
leading to a new glossary of terms, 
new objectives, and new metrics for 
community wellbeing.

In fact, tourism organizations around 
the world are soul searching — 
asking what is the purpose of our 

organization? What business are we 
in? Who are our customers? How do 
our actions impact the community? 
What does our brand, our place, stand 
for? Are the right people, skill sets, 
beliefs, and values on board the bus, 
from staff to board members?   

Let’s break this down and take a look 
at what Visit Truckee-Tahoe is doing 
today, which reflects the massive 
paradigm shifts happening in the 
tourism industry around the world.

SERVING OUR LODGING MEMBERS 
First, the primary purpose of a 
tourism organization is to collectively 
do what individual business owners 
cannot do for themselves. For 
Visit Truckee-Tahoe, our members 
are lodging business owners who 
pay a Truckee Tourism Business 
Improvement District (TTBID) 
tourism fee of 1.25% on every room 
night. Ensuring member success is 
how the VTT organization fiscally 
exists. In addition, Truckee lodging 
businesses pay 12% in Transient 
Occupancy Tax (TOT) — the third 
highest revenue source for the Town 
of Truckee, which contributes funding 
toward housing solutions, Keep 
Truckee Green, the police department, 
animal services, and much more. 

COLLABORATING WITH PARTNERS 
Second, while so many Truckee/
Tahoe organizations (nonprofits, 
government, districts) do a fantastic 
job “in their lane,” collaboration 

and cross-jurisdiction conversations 
are more critical than ever. In the 
old model, Destination Marketing 
Organizations (DMO) drove revenue 
in a vacuum. Today, Destination 
Marketing and Management 
Organizations (DMMO) are 
collapsing the separation of promotion 
and protection by recognizing the 
very place that we “sell” is at risk, 
from housing shortages to lack of 
employees. This requires a whole 
new level of resources dedicated to 
collaboration and community input. 
To name a few, VTT participates in 
the Mountain Housing Council and 
in Nevada County Supervisor Hardy 
Bullock’s Triple CCC (Champion, 
Convene, Catalyze) leadership group 
focused on peak-period, negative-
impact mitigation. 

SUSTAINABLE TRUCKEE 
Third, VTT launched the Sustainable 
Truckee initiative in order to create 
alliances, programs, and services that 
address summer impacts (for starters). 
This included $30,000, in addition to 
$5,000 from Truckee Fire Protection 
District, to launch the Truckee Trail 
Host Ambassador and Trailhead 
Signage programs, plus Sawtooth 
Trail infrastructure improvements that 
support the forest service. 

Management for the trail-host program 
is handled by the Truckee Trails 
Foundation, an organization that 
welcomed VTT to help solve trail usage 
challenges. VTT also joined forces with 

BY COLLEEN DALTON 
Special to Moonshine Ink
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New organization, Visit Truckee-Tahoe sets on new road ahead
Flipping the Tourism Organization Model

INFLUENCING SUSTAINABILITY: Social media influencer Hannah Thornton @HannahBrie (Tahoe local with the GoPro social media family) experiences  
Truckee/North Lake Tahoe in a whole new way: dirt work with Truckee Trails and grabbing trash while paddleboarding on Lake Tahoe. Courtesy photos
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Supervisor Bullock to create the 
Sustainable Truckee — Outdoor 
Recreation Partnership (STORC) 
a public/nonprofi t partnership 
funded by VTT, the Truckee Tahoe 
Airport District, Truckee Donner 
Land Trust, Nevada County, and 
Town of Truckee. STORC provides 
an expert facilitator who convenes 
local and regional stakeholders to 
focus on tactical solutions for trash, 
wildfi re, user confl ict, and more. 

PROMOTION WITH PURPOSE
Fourth, everything VTT 
communicates must be within 
the context of sustainability. 
We focus on creating content 
based on four communication 
pillars: safety/security, inclusivity/
welcoming, education/awareness, 
and engagement/reward. For 
example, Hannah Thornton, a 
local social media infl uencer with 
60,000 Instagram followers (@
HannahBrie) and member of 
the GoPro social media “family,” 
had quite a different experience 
in Truckee/North Lake Tahoe. 
Instead of the usual approach to 
hosting (wine, dine, activity), her visit 
included dirt work with the Truckee 
Trails Foundation, an E-Bike ride 
on the Legacy Trail with stops at 

historical markers, talk about trash 
in Big Blue, and conversations with 
extraordinarily “green” Truckee 
businesses including Alibi Ale, Drink 
Coffee Do Stuff, and Tahoe Food 
Hub. 

SUSTAINABILITY & ACCOUNTABILITY
Last, VTT has embarked upon 
a multi-year vision for Truckee 
to achieve a globally recognized 
Sustainable Destination 
Certifi cation. Walking the talk 

involves the whole 
community and reaches 
far beyond protecting the 
natural environment, as 
demonstrated by mountain 
towns who have earned 
such designation including 
Breckenridge, Jackson Hole, 
and Vail.

There is no playbook for 
fl ipping the tourism model, 
nor do we want to jeopardize 
a $149 million annual 
Truckee tourism economy 
supporting our small 
businesses and an estimated 
1,400 jobs*. But there is 
also no going back. Like any 
movement, this paradigm 
shift is going to take 
courageous leadership that 
is willing to debate, make 
mistakes, learn, adjust, and 
stay the course for a truly 
sustainable Truckee/Tahoe.

~ Check out the people 
behind the brainstorming at 

visittruckeetahoe.com/board.

* Statistics from Dean Runyan, 2019 
Economic Impact Report, Truckee 
California

NEWS

TRAIL ANGEL KIM SLAUGHTER: “Huge shout out to Kim (center) who was on the PCT on 
Sunday bringing the sunshine to all the hikers!” said Dyana Kelley, a Truckee visitor. Truckee 

Trail Ambassadors cruise the trails to educate users about courtesy and packing out trash and 
poop, while keeping an eye out for illegal campfi res. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

SPACIOUS DINE IN  & 
HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

Takeout availability varies based on restaurant’s overall capacity 

Join Us in Downtown Truckee for Our NEW

10200 Donner Pass Road  |  530.582.0900  |  www.tahoedaves.com

Bringing All the Best Beach Essentials to the Mountains
Swimwear with Altitude!
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 1 Truckee Thursdays Are Back for a 
Condensed Summer Schedule
TRUCKEE
The Town of Truckee is continuing the current 
“suspension of certain regulations of outdoor 
business activities” through Sept. 30 “in support 
of Truckee’s business community,” it wrote in a 
newsletter; in keeping with this limit on Covid 
restrictions outdoors came the Truckee Downtown 
Merchants Association’s June 4 announcement that 
Truckee Thursdays are back on this summer.

“As California and our community cautiously 
reopen, TDMA, our local businesses, community, 
and visitors will celebrate three Thursdays in 
downtown Truckee: July 15, August 12, and Sept. 
9,” according to the town’s newsletter.
    While the TDMA is excited for what the return 
of this once-weekly food, music, business, and arts 
festival means for the local business community, 
“we also recognize this will be the fi rst large-scale 
public event many of us will have attended since 
Covid began,” the organization stated in its own 
press release. “Our decision to condense Truckee 
Thursdays incorporates excitement, discretion, and 
a commitment to ultimately returning to an 11-event 
schedule in 2022.”

~ Town of Truckee newsletter, TDMA press release

2 Four Leading Resort Companies Tackle 
Climate Issues 
U.S. SKI RESORTS
Alterra Mountain Company, Boyne Resorts, POWDR, 

and Vail Resorts introduced the Climate Collaborative 
Charter on June 10, the ski industry’s fi rst unifi ed 
effort to combat climate change with shared commit-
ments around sustainability and advocacy.

The four ski industry leaders have agreed to 
operate their respective resorts with sustainability at 
the forefront and use their collective voice to advo-
cate for effective public policy on climate action in 

order to leave a positive legacy for future 
generations of skiers, snowboarders, and 
outdoor enthusiasts. This will translate 
to further implementation of sustainable 
practices, including elements from NSAA’s 
Sustainable Slopes platform, across the 
combined 71 N orth American resorts 
represented by the four companies. 
Alongside our local Northstar California 
(Vail) and Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows 
(Alterra). Resorts under these umbrellas 
include Steamboat, Mammoth Mountain, 
Deer Valley Resort, Vail Mountain, Whistler 
Blackcomb, Park City Mountain, Big Sky 
Resort, Snowbird, Mt. Bachelor, and 
Killington.

As business leaders, the resort compa-
nies committed to this set of pledges:
• Reduce energy use wherever possible 

and aggressively pursue renewable energy sources 
to be carbon neutral

• Climate action and advocacy for effective public 
policy to accelerate the shift to a renewable 
energy economy

• Strong efforts and goals to reduce waste
• Be responsible stewards of the environ-

All the news that fi ts — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS #
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THEY’RE BAA-AACK: Amid a “suspension of certain regulations of outdoor business 
activities” that Truckee said will continue at least through Sept. 30, the town and the TDMA 
announced that the weekly outdoor food, music, and artisan retail summer festival, Truckee 
Thursdays, is back on with a condensed schedule. Photo courtesy Town of Truckee

1

>>>



 READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM                    8 JULY – 11 AUGUST 2021                 27

NEWS

1 Sagehen Creek Field Station Announces New Station Manager
TAHOE NATIONAL FOREST
Dr. Ash Zemenick (they/them) is the new station manager for UC Berkeley’s Sagehen 
Creek Field Station as of July 1, 2021. Zemenick’s ecological and environmental interests 
span the study of plants, insects, microbes, ecological networks, natural history, and 
discipline-based education research. They completed their PhD in ecology at UC Davis 
in 2017 where they studied how plant-fl ower visitor interaction networks shape fl oral 
microbial communities. During their undergraduate studies at the University of Michigan, 
Zemenick studied complex interactions between ants, hemipterans, and fungi in coffee 
agroecosystems. 

Zemenick was a postdoctoral researcher at Auburn University where they researched 
the importance of diversifying and humanizing scientist role models on student out-
comes. As part of their concurrent postdoc at Michigan State University, they were the 
co-creator and director of Project Biodiversify (projectbiodiversify.org), a repository of 
teaching materials and methods to diversify, humanize, and increase inclusivity in biology 
classrooms. They were also the manager of the Miridae Mobile Plant Nursery, which is 
dedicated to increasing availability, knowledge, and enthusiasm about incorporating 
native plants into residential landscapes. 

Sagehen has been a prominent part of Zemenick’s research and studies over the past 
decade, so they are excited to return to Sagehen as station manager to foster an equi-
table, supportive, and inclusive community in which the research, education, outreach, 
and art programs at the station can continue to thrive. 

~ Robert Rhew/Central Sierra Field Stations update

2 Nevada County Community 
Development Agency Director 
Appointed Internally
NEVADA CITY
Nevada County’s former public works director, 
Trisha Tillotson, has now been appointed as 
community development agency director for 
the county. CDA includes Nevada County’s 
agricultural commissioner, building, environ-
mental health, planning, and public works 
departments.

Tillotson has a Bachelor of Science in civil 
engineering from California State University, 
Chico and is a professional engineer. She more 
recently became a credentialed California 
county senior executive. Before coming to 
Nevada County, Tillotson worked for the City 
of Grass Valley public works department for 
over 12 years. Her experience also includes 
working for a private engineering fi rm for one 
year and over two years with Caltrans.

~ Nevada County press release

3 Ron Cohen Returns to Mammoth
OLYMPIC VALLEY
On June 11, Alterra Mountain Company announced that Ron Cohen, then-president 
and chief operating offi cer of Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows, will return to Mammoth 
Mountain and June Mountain as the destinations’ president and COO, effective imme-
diately. Both resorts are owned by Alterra, and Mammoth Mountain is the company’s 
largest and most visited destination. Cohen, who served in various positions including 
leadership at Mammoth Mountain prior to his former role as Alterra Mountain Company’s 
deputy general counsel followed by his role at Squaw Alpine, “will be responsible for 
overseeing operations at Mammoth and June Mountains and for leading the signifi cant 
developments planned for Mammoth Mountain, which will take the destination into its 
next phase and solidify it as a premier global destination,” according to an Alterra press 
release.

Cohen graduated from UC Santa Barbara and received his law degree from 
Northwestern University School of Law, and in 1999 followed his passion for the 
mountains to Mammoth Lakes, where he practiced law for three years. From 2002-2010, 
he owned and operated Tioga Pass Resort high in the Sierra Nevade near Yosemite 
National Park, overseeing hotel, restaurant, and backcountry ski operations. Cohen 
joined the Mammoth Mountain team in 2010 as director of government and environ-
ment and expanded his role to chief administrative offi cer and general counsel. Alterra 
Mountain Company was formed in 2017 with Cohen promoted to part of its legal team, 
and in 2018 he started his Squaw Alpine stint. 

“Ron spearheaded key transformation initiatives at Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows that 
led to record achievements in guest satisfaction, employee satisfaction, and fi nancial 
performance,” the release states. Currently, Cohen will report to Mark Brownlie, chief 
operating offi cer — mountain division and western region chief operating offi cer. During 
his transition, Ron will be actively involved with all day-to-day operations of Squaw Valley 
Alpine Meadows including the base-to-base gondola project, destination renaming and 
rebrzanding efforts, and the hiring process for its new president and COO.

~ Alterra press release

ment (the land, forests, watersheds, and 
habitats) within which the resorts operate 

• Share best practices to accelerate change in their 
respective companies and communities

• Support the National Ski Areas Association’s 
Sustainable Slopes platform 

    And as stewards of the environment, the resort 
companies pledge to:

• Incorporate sustainability into all aspects of their 
owned and operated mountain resorts

• Lead by example and educate employees and 
guests about sustainability

• Place collaboration over competition when it 
comes to sustainability

• Advocate for climate protection
“It is through bold environmental commitments 

and ongoing collaboration that we will have the 
most impact on protecting and preserving the great 
outdoors,” said Kate Wilson, senior director of sustain-
ability at Vail Resorts. “We announced Commitment 
to Zero in 2017, our goal to achieve a zero net 
operating footprint by 2030 across all our 37 resorts, 

and we are proud to have already made substantial 
progress toward that goal. Now, through the Climate 
Collaborative Charter, we look forward to partnering 
with these passionate leaders, and the entire industry, 
to leverage our progress and support many others on 
the same journey.”

The coalition also “humbly and urgently ask” that 
all mountain resorts commit to take similar action, and 
is working to broaden engagement from employees, 
guests, and community members, taking care to 
be inclusive of voices and perspectives from all 
backgrounds. 

Find the full charter pledge at alterramtnco.com/
assets/Climate-Charter-Pledge.pdf.

~ Alterra, Boyne, POWDR, Vail joint press release

3 Visit Truckee-Tahoe Launches “Sustainable 
Truckee” Initiative
NEVADA COUNTY
Visit Truckee-Tahoe announced June 24 it has launched 
“Sustainable Truckee,” an initiative with three pilot 

programs already underway that address the chal-
lenges of high use peak period visitation impacts in 
Truckee, Donner Summit, and nearby unincorporated 
Nevada County areas. The initiative brings together 
local agencies, districts, government, and nonprofi ts 
in order to collaborate on program development and 
execution. 

Objectives of the initiative include responsible visitor 
and resident behavior through wildfi re danger educa-
tion, trash prevention measures, and other public safety 
messaging including responsible recreation training.

After its formation in March 2020, the Visit Truckee-
Tahoe Stewardship Committee created the Sustainable 
Truckee initiative, then quickly prioritized summer stew-
ardship programs with $30,000 in funding. Additional 
funding of $25K for three programs was committed 
by local and regional partners: Truckee Fire Protection 
District, Nevada County, Truckee Donner Land Trust, 
Truckee Tahoe Airport District, and Town of Truckee. In 
addition, the USFS incorporated stationed trail hosts 
into their trailhead work plan for Sawtooth/06.

~ Visit Truckee-Tahoe press release

MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING  UP

>>>

THE DIRECTOR: On June 27, Trisha 
Tillotson moved up from service as 
Nevada County’s public works direc-
tor to become the county community 
development agency director. Photo 
courtesy Nevada County

775-391-9443 | Jackie@TahoeisHome.com  | www.TahoeisHome.com | Broker NV. 145245 CA. 1969342
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Friends of Truckee Library (FOL, or 
the Friends), a nonprofit founded in 
1971, is the main force working to get 
Truckee a new 20,000-square-foot, 
$25 million library. And while the 
idea of a new library has been in the 
works for a while, the project is gaining 
serious momentum. It feels like the 
stars (or should we say communities) 
are aligning to build a space that will 
function well beyond the stereotypical, 
old-school home to the Dewey Decimal 
System.

“It’s an equitable community connec-
tion place that’s beyond the books. 

The growing momentum for a library 
four times its current size

BY ALLY GRAVINA
Special to Moonshine Ink

MORE THAN JUST BOOKS: The proposed 20,000-square-foot library 
facility would contain community spaces, including ones dedicated for 

youth and teens, technology, and equitable access. Courtesy image

The growing momentum for a library The growing momentum for a library 

New Kind of Library

A LIBRARY WITHIN A PARK: In March of 2020, Friends 
of the Truckee Library and Truckee-Donner Recreation 
and Park District agreed that the new library would be 
built near the entrance to the Truckee Regional Park. 
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

The existing Truckee library, a modest brown building set in the middle of town, opened 
its doors in 1976 when the town’s population was roughly 2,000. Today, Truckee boasts 

more than 20,000 people if you include Martis Valley, yet the library remains that same 
4,500-square-foot space built nearly 45 years ago.
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And the key to that is offering the types 
of programs and services that really bring 
the community in,” Louise Zabriskie, FOL 
President, said. “And space. We just don’t have 
the space at the current library.” 

Most recently, the Friends released renderings 
and a “flythrough” video of what the space 
could look like. And people are on board.

“I’m so excited to see the flythrough. Every time 
I see it, I get chills,” Courtney Henderson, vice 
mayor for the Town of Truckee, said at a June 
22 town council meeting. The incoming council 
identified the library as a key mission during a 
board retreat in January.

But, Why a Library? 
The proposed new library is much more than 
just a place to check out books. It would be a 
full-on community center, part of a trend for 
the concept of libraries functioning more like 
community centers that is cropping up across 
the nation.

Steamboat Springs, Colorado, for example, 
is a mountain town similar to Truckee, with 

a population just under 14,000. Their town 
has a new 35,000-square-foot library that gets 
more than 1,000 daily visitors. Half Moon Bay, 
California, has a new library that, once the 
doors opened, saw a 78% increase in program 
attendance during the first year. Both projects 
are inspiration and motivation for the new 
Truckee library project.

The fact that it’s taken some time to get rolling 
on the proposed Truckee library doesn’t mean 
that residents don’t want a new library; it’s 
just that most folks don’t know the full scale 
of what they are missing out on. That all 
seems to change after they see a presentation 
about what could be. It’s a presentation FOL 
has done more than 40 times to community 
organizations. “We get this ah-ha moment,” 
said Kathleen Eagan, FOL board member and 
former Town of Truckee mayor. “People say 
‘Gee, I had no idea what a library could be, 
and that we are so behind the times.’”

Not to mention the need for a space of this 
caliber in the community. 

“There’s no place in our community where — 
aside from private homes or bars, coffee shops, 

and restaurants — you can meet a friend and 
just talk or have a meeting,” Zabriskie said. 
“And, it’s for free.”

A 21st-century library remains a place to check 
out books, but is also a place for all members 
of the community to come together to use 
computers with high-speed internet, check 
out equipment that they might not be able to 
afford or want to buy, rent community rooms 
for seed exchanges or aerobics classes, or 
host and attend presentations with local and 
national speakers. The possibilities are some-
what limitless. 

“It’s not that the current library doesn’t do 
programming,” Eagan said. “They do program-
ming. But there’s not enough space for the 
people to embrace the programming.”

The library also aims to provide a neutral 
gathering space for all ages — from children 
to seniors. One Truckee teacher said they 
would assign more group projects if they knew 
there was a place for students to meet up and 
work. And, with its proposed location at the 

A DEDICATED BOARD: Friends of the Truckee Library board president Louise Zabriskie (right) and board member 
Kathleen Eagan are integral members of the volunteer board. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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See LIBRARY p. 30

ON THE READY: Zabriskie and Eagan stand with 
current Truckee librarian, Bobbi Luster, whom the team 

hopes will stay on to lead the new library. 
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Truckee Regional Park, so close 
to the Sierra Senior Services, the 
library will provide an opportunity 
for seniors to socialize with more 
people than those in their immedi-
ate circles. 

Moreover, it’s a place where all 
members of the community, espe-
cially those in underrepresented 
groups, will feel welcome. 
The importance of this equity 
is highlighted in A Room for 
Equality , a film that show-
cases the impacts of libraries 
on 11 Latino students in 
Truckee. The five-minute 
video was produced by La 
Raza, a student-run club at 
Truckee High School.

The Library’s 
Complicated History 
To appreciate milestones like 
site plans and flythroughs, 
it is essential to understand 
the Truckee library’s long and 
complicated history.

It will come as no surprise to 
hear that, historically (both 
nationally and locally), library 
funding and operations have 
been put on the back burner. 
Enter the importance of 
groups like the Friends, which 
that supports the library and 
its programs in general, but its 
tour de force has been dedi-
cated to making this new library 
happen.

“This project wouldn’t be happen-
ing if the Friends weren’t pushing 
it,” Eagan said. 

In 2012, California stopped 
funding libraries across the state 

(which came as no surprise as 
state monies for libraries had been 
dwindling for decades). Thus, the 
operations of the Truckee Library 
have been increasingly the duty of 
Nevada County. In 1998, Nevada 
County voters passed a 1/8 cent 
sales tax to fund libraries across 
the county. The tax increased to 
1/4 cent in 2018 in a measure 
approved by 80% of Truckee 

voters that ensured funding for 
another 15 years. The 1/4 cent 
sales tax is still funding the 
Truckee library operations today, 
with a county librarian in charge 
of all six Nevada County libraries. 

Tight budget notwithstanding, the 
Friends have known for a while 
that Truckee needed a new library. 

The group kept the idea mov-
ing forward for years by raising 
funds and continually advocating 
before the town and county. 
Finally, in 2014 and 2015, they 
hired three consulting groups to 
start moving the vision forward. 
They hired former librarian and 
library consultant Kathryn Page 
to identify the proposed library 
size, Tahoe-based JK Architecture 

Engineering to assess how much 
land a project of this magnitude 
would require, and Municipal 
Resource Group to investigate 
organizational structures that 
would ensure the library runs 
smoothly.

It was established, at this 
stage, that Truckee needed a 

20,000-square-foot library on at 
least 2 acres of land. The group, 
along with the help of multiple 
community members and busi-
nesses, looked at every available 
space in town. After conducting a 
site plan analysis, they landed on 
the Truckee Regional Park. 

In March 2020, FOL entered 
into an agreement with the 
Truckee-Donner Recreation and 

Park District to build the 
library on 2 acres of land 
near the entrance to the 
Truckee Regional Park. 
And in early June, the 
renderings and flythrough 
were released.

It Takes a Village
If all goes according to 
plan, the Friends hope to 
break ground on a new 
library sometime in 2025. 
But there is a lot to do 
before they start digging. 
The nonprofit is currently 
running the LibraryUP 
Luminary campaign to 
raise funds earmarked 
for start-up development 
costs. The campaign has 
brought roughly 140 par-
ticipants and asks $1,000 
for individuals and 
$2,500 for businesses. 

“It’s a great way of letting 
the community know that 
people are serious about 

this,” Eagan said. Donations 
outside the Luminary campaign 
are also accepted. 

On top of facilitating the 
Luminary campaign, FOL is deep 
in the trenches of establishing a 
governing structure. The structure 
will likely be a joint power of 

authority between The Town of 
Truckee, Nevada County, and 
FOL. Libraries across the state 
employ this structure. 

“Here are all these entities in 
Truckee working together to 
make it happen, and I think 
that’s what makes it so personal 
for the community,” Zabriskie 
said. To which Eagan added, “It’s 
what Truckee does so well.” 

For more information and to 
support the Truckee library project 
visit truckeefol.org/new-library.

LIBRARY from p. 29
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1. Be a Tahoe steward
• Help Keep Tahoe Blue. The Tahoe Blue 
Crews volunteer program organizes visitors and 
residents for cleanup efforts at litter hotspots.

• Taking care of your surroundings includes 
caring for yourself. Pay attention to signage and 
observe trail advisories. They’re in place to keep 
you safe. Failure to observe them can endanger 
others, including our emergency responders.

2. Respect the environment
• Cut emissions and take advantage of our public 
transportation system which includes (free) 
buses, trams, trolleys, and shuttles, many of 
which run on electricity.

• Rent a bike — no emissions necessary. Bike lanes 
and trails let you hit the road on two wheels safely. 
It’s good for your body and the environment.

• Skip single-use products. And if you forget 
your reusable water bottle, support Tahoe Fund 
by purchasing a “Drink Tahoe Tap” water bottle 
at a local Raley’s grocery store.

• Reduce microplastics. Small pieces of plastic 
from items like water and soda bottles, fi shing 
nets, and plastic bags, harm aquatic wildlife and 
water clarity. Reduce plastic use and keep the 
problem of everlasting plastic out of our water 
systems. Anything you dispose of may end up in 
the lake.

3. Stay educated
• Get up to speed on your boat and watercraft 
inspections. Lake Tahoe’s waters are a pristine 
ecosystem that should not be disturbed by 
species that don’t belong. Local authorities 
work to protect our waters from aquatic invad-
ers primarily through the institution of Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) inspections, and you can 
help by complying with best practices.

• Know what can be recycled, composted, or 
disposed as waste — and don’t litter. Keep 
Truckee Green provides a guide to help you 
know what’s recyclable and what’s not.

A visitor’s guide for 
protecting Tahoe
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Leave It 
Better Than 

You Found It …

See VISITORS GUIDE p. 32

BEAR IN MIND: that 
humans aren’t the only 
— or even the primary — 
residents of our region. 

STORY BY AMBER BURKE

PHOTOS BY MING POON

North Lake Tahoe’s natural beauty speaks 
for itself. But if we don’t speak up for it  

— read: do what needs to be done to preserve 
it — our lakes, meadows, rivers, and all the 
secret places of the forest won’t retain their 
magic and biodiversity.  

The North Lake Tahoe Resort Association, in 
partnership with the Incline Village Crystal Bay 
Visitor Bureau, compiled a list of actionable 
items for visitors and residents to help protect 
this precious resource that is Tahoe. Below 
are a few suggestions on how to incorporate 
responsible behavior into daily practices. A few 
extra steps can go a long way toward preserving 
community, the environment, and our sense of 
place. Join us and show your commitment by 
signing the Traveler Responsibility Pledge at 
gotahoenorth.com/sustainable-travel-pledge/. 
And help spread the word to others!
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4. Keep wildlife wild
• Do not feed wild animals. The Lake Tahoe Basin 
is home to more than 1,000 plant species and  
over 290 animals including the Sierra red fox, 
the Lahontan cutthroat trout, and the mountain 
beaver. Don’t touch them or disrupt their natural 
lives. Let them find food in the wild and roam 
their natural routes. Sharing your lunch with them 
teaches them to go after human food. 

• Be “bear aware.” After all, there’s a good chance 
you might run into one while you’re here. Visit 
the Tahoe BEAR League website to learn what 
you can do to keep them — and yourself — safe 
while you visit. Important: Dispose of your food 
waste in bear-proof receptacles, and always close 
the hatch. Store uneaten food in bear boxes and 
remove all trash from vehicles to prevent break-
ins or other encounters. 

5. Be fire safe
• Get county fire alerts. Before coming to Tahoe, 
subscribe to these updates so you can act wisely 
at a moment’s notice. 

• Be in the know about wood, charcoal, and other 
fire safety. Did you know that most wildfires in 
North Tahoe and California are started by acci-
dent? Improper grilling, stray cigarette butts, and 
all sorts of other human activities can devastate 
the environment. Get familiar with the many 
restrictions in place around the region during fire 
season (see p. 20). 

• Watch for Red Flag Warnings. While every fire 
season warrants caution, some days are more 
dangerous than others. Red Flag Warning Systems 
alert us to these conditions. 

• Be ready to evacuate. Fires can happen anytime 
and are often unpredictable. Arm yourself with 
knowledge before an emergency at tahoeliving-
withfire.com.

6. Blaze a trail of kindness
• Take a mindful approach. Consider visiting 
midweek or during lower volume seasons, which 
are the destination’s hidden treasures. This helps 
manage traffic, mitigate pollution, and retain 
quality of life. Plus, you’ll have more room to 
roam!  

• Observe your impact. How do your choices 
impact others? Drive and park safely, speak kindly 
to others, keep noise down in residential areas, 

and greet the people you meet with friendliness 
and warmth.

• See a crowded area? Consider choosing another 
activity. Overcrowding can produce safety haz-
ards and make it hard to care for the land. With 
hundreds of acres to explore, by revising your 
plans you’ll be doing yourself — and the commu-
nity — a favor. 

• Gift your time. Nonprofit organizations work 
tirelessly to keep people and our environment 
safe. Join them by signing up for volunteer work 
at Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation, Tahoe 
Fund, and North Tahoe Business Association — 
among many others. 

• Clean up your dog’s mess. Nobody likes a 
smelly surprise on the bottom of their shoe. Bring 
waste bags for Fido, and dispose of dog refuse. 

• Support a local organization. If you don’t have 
time to volunteer, try financially supporting an 
organization that’s doing work you appreciate. 

• Buy local. Take home fresh regional produce 
from special places like the Tahoe City Farmer’s 
Market, or do holiday shopping here. Use North 
Lake Tahoe’s gift card program and pay ahead for 
lodging, dining, materials, and other adventures 
online. 

Editor’s Note: This guide 
was originally published on 
gotahoenorth.com/north-lake-
tahoe-sustainability/. It has 
been edited for clarity and 
brevity here. 

JUST BEACHY: Picking up trash on Tahoe’s beaches 
and the surrounding region can be like a treasure 
hunt for the grateful, conscious visitor. The prize?  
The beauty of our jewel preserved. 

HERO HOUR: U.S. Forest Service rangers 
have many important roles. Don’t make 
them spend their time putting out your fires.

VISITORS GUIDE  from p. 31
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Presented by the Truckee Tahoe Airport District

TruckeeTahoeAirShow.com

Free Admission. Free Parking. 
Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021, 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. 

FOOD AND FUN FOR ALL!

Air Show Grand Finale Performance at 3:30 p.m. 

with Pilot Major Kristin “Beo” Wolfe and the U.S. 

Air Force F-35 Jet Demonstration Team
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When discussing grown-up 
topics like economic founda-
tions, civic planning, and 
professional development, 
most artists are deeply 
familiar with being sidelined, 
dismissed, and pushed into an 
odd category of expectations 
(or lack thereof) around what 
we do. One faulty assumption 
is that the arts are, essentially, 
frivolous. They are thought 
to be an indulgent activity, 
something for children, the 
elite, or simply to be done after 
the “real” work is completed. 

The arts are often seen 
civically as a money-drain, 
and individually almost always 
as a dead-end profession. 
They’re rarely understood as 
the enormous economic and 
cultural powerhouse that they 
are. Test your impression of 
the relationship between art 
and money with this exercise: 
Ask your brain to quickly fi ll 
this space: “_____ artist.”  

I’ll bet the word wasn’t 
“thriving.”

It was telling to me that last 
month’s issue of the Ink, 
dedicated to the economy in 
Tahoe, included no mention of 
the arts … the Arts and Culture 
section itself was even omitted. 
In visual composition, the nega-
tive space is created by what is 
not there. It is the space around 
an object, but can sometimes 
be more powerful than the 
distractingly detailed “positive 
space” that defi nes the edges 
of a thing. Think silhouettes. In 
music, the spaces between the 
notes are essential to creating 
the structure and defi ning the 
beat of the song. In this case, 
the thing excluded gives us a 
vivid picture of what we, as 

a culture, consider to be the 
“real” economy … and that art 
isn’t a part. 

But that isn’t my story, and 
it’s actually not representative 
of the larger reality. Did you 
know that arts and culture, 
measured as a specifi c sector 
of our national economy, 
paints a drastically different 
picture than this limiting view? 
According to data and analysis 
from Americans for the Arts:

• Arts and culture represents 
4.3% of the nation’s economy — a 
larger share of GDP than power-
house sectors such as construction, 
agriculture, and transportation. 
Worth remembering is that 
transportation and agriculture 
have major federal agencies to 
ensure their stability and effective-
ness and are represented in the 
President’s Cabinet.

• If the arts industry were a state, 
its $919.7 billion would be larger 
than the total state economy of 46 
of the 50 states.

In California, it’s even higher. 
Pre-pandemic, the arts and 
culture sector represented a 
whopping 7% of the state’s 
economy ... with only the 
State of New York surpassing 
that share. It was also grow-
ing more rapidly on average 
than the overall economy, as 
shown in the chart below. 

A slightly different picture is 
forming, yes? So why is art and 
culture frequently left out of the 
conversations at the big kids’ 
table when discussing civic and 
economic development? We 

are complicated, we humans. 
Let me offer a healthy list 
of well-earned kudos to my 
local community. The Town of 
Truckee has made big strides in 
offi cially supporting and valuing 
the contributions of the arts 
and culture sector during the 
past several years, by dedicat-
ing signifi cant staff time and 
resources to the development 
and adoption of their fi rst 
Public Art Master Plan and 
the formation of a committee 
to further develop the imple-
mentation of said plan. Prior 
to that, the town, the Chamber 
of Commerce, Visit Truckee-
Tahoe, and the Truckee Public 
Art Commission (a nonprofi t 
organization under the Truckee 
Donner Recreation and Park 
District), all banded together 
with the then-fl edgling Truckee 
Arts Alliance and supported 
by the Nevada County Arts 
Council to apply for and secure 
designation for Truckee as a 
California Cultural District 
within the state’s pilot program. 

Bravo, my community!  We can 
claim a town full of creative 
businesses supported by 
locals and visitors alike, local 
foundations awarding grants 
to arts-based nonprofi ts and 
projects, and funds being raised 
for historic museums, libraries, 
and performing arts centers, 
not to mention individual 

artists, makers, and perform-
ers supported by relief funds 
and grants.  

So my argument is not at all 
that we are not supporting the 

arts here in our community, 
but more a questions of the 
pervasive social and cultural 
assumptions, deeply embedded 
in our collective psyche, that 
cause us to forget or omit 
entirely the power that is at 
our fi ngertips. Perceptions 
and actions are absolutely 
changing, but perhaps we can 
drive it even more quickly, to 
better address the enormous 
challenges we face as a rapidly 
evolving community, state, 
nation, and globe. My proposal 
is simple but challenging: Don’t 
forget the arts, even when it’s 
not a conversation normally 
considered within the lane of 
art and culture. The arts can, 
and I would argue should, 
play a vital role in economic 
development and recovery; 
civic and social development; 
environmental protection and 
reclamation; and the education, 
health, and wellness sectors. 
Our culture is the thing that 
ties us together, that defi nes 
our edges, that brings balance 
and form to our community. It 
just happens to be a source of 
innovative solutions and a great 
fi nancial investment as well.

Perhaps it is a function of who 
I am and therefore who I know, 
but anecdotally speaking the 
most common answer within 
my circle when asked what they 
missed over the shut-down, was 
an almost aching desire for the 
return of live music, regardless 
of circumstances in their lives. 
It’s not because we didn’t have 
access to music, but because 

there is something different 
about a show, a performance, 
or indeed any event with music. 
They missed gathering, danc-
ing, celebrating in concert with 
one another. They missed the 
experience of being born aloft 
by the intersection of creative 
expression and community. So 
many have lost so much, but 
something as simple as dancing 
together can help ease the 
pain and re-create connection. 
So, as we ruminate within our 
changing community about 
what type of economy, society, 
and culture we are building 
moving forward, perhaps take 
a moment to ask yourself, 
what did you miss the most 
during the past year? How 
has the negative space of that 
missing thing given focus and 
lent perspective to the picture 
of what is valuable in your life, 
your community, and the future 
you’d like to create? How can 
we use every tool in our toolkit, 
especially art, to build back 
better, together?  

~ Sara L. Smith is a fi ne 
artist, public art inclusivity 
activist, mother, and community 
arts advocate, working with 
mixed media, paint, reclaimed 
materials, and fi ber to address 
issues of environmental impact 
in wilderness, challenge social 
systems and inequity, expand 
rural cultural infrastructure, and 
create universal access to the arts. 
You can fi nd Sara’s original work 
at Riverside Studios in downtown 
Truckee, Eadington Gallery in 
Tahoe City, and saralsmith.com.

OPINION

MY SHOT
By Sara L. Smith

The Positive Effect of Negative Space
The frequently forgotten role of arts in our economy 

ARTS FOR THE WIN: Data compiled and visualized from the US Bureau of 
Economic Analysis before the pandemic reveals the increasing gap, nationwide, 
in the growth of the arts and culture sector relative to the overall economy. 
Chart courtesy Americans for the Arts.

YES, THAT’S IN BILLIONS, FOLKS: Between 2008 and 2019, net productivity 
of the arts and culture sector has increased by almost 300 billion. Chart 
courtesy Americans for the Arts.
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President Joe Biden is not a 
socialist revolutionary. His 
two major economic policy 
initiatives, the American 
Rescue Plan (passed earlier 
this year) and his proposed 
American Jobs Plan, are far 
more similar to Republican 
President Dwight 
Eisenhower’s strategies than 
to those of Joseph Stalin or 
Mao Zedong. 

While Biden’s plan to 
increase the corporate tax 
rate from 21% to 28% is 
nowhere near proposing a 
dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, it is true that his 
proposals have the poten-
tial to dramatically reduce 
poverty, help working 
families, improve the coun-
try’s physical infrastructure, 
reduce income inequality, 
and help save the planet.

Biden presents an 
incredibly ambitious and 
long-overdue vision for 
America. The price tag is 
high. But it’s comparable 
to Trump’s tax cut for the 
rich, which only increased 
income inequality and did 
very little for the economy. 
Not to mention the costs of 
Bush’s disastrous military 
invasion of Iraq or Reagan’s 
absurd Star Wars project.

Biden’s method of paying 
for his economic plan 
is also more similar to 
Eisenhower than to Mao. 
No re-education camps; no 
seizure of property. Instead 
Biden wants to stop the 
defunding of the IRS, to 
prevent massive tax fraud 
and reduce some of the tax 

breaks for those making 
over $400,000 year. 

These are common sense 
proposals that have wide 
public support among the 
99% of Americans who 
are not multi-millionaires. 
Biden’s plan also has the 
potential to decrease politi-
cal polarization. The major 
benefi ciaries of Biden’s 
proposal are non-college 
educated working class 
people who are dispropor-
tionally rural residents, the 
majority of whom supported 
Trump.

Biden’s plan returns the 
Democratic Party to its 
working class roots. Since 
the 1970s, the Democratic 
Party has been steadily 
separating itself from its 
union allies, picking up 
support from more educated 
and wealthier individuals. 
The party moved its sights 
away from core economic 
issues, focusing instead on 
cultural issues like abortion 
and gay rights. 

The two-thirds of 
Americans 25 and older 
without a four-year college 
degree understandably felt 
abandoned, and responded 
to the Republicans’ dog 
whistle cultural issues. 
After winning their sup-
port, the Republicans then 
stabbed them in the back 
by passing tax breaks for 
the wealthy and decreasing 
their safety nets. 

Much is in fl ux. Can Biden 
get his ambitious legislative 
plan through Congress? 
Who will the Republican 
working class voters sup-
port in 2022? Will there be 
changes in social media to 
impact the polarization? 
These are just a few of the 
unknown variables. 

To a remarkable degree, 
Biden has already been 
able to defuse the cultural 

confl icts. By not stoking 
the cultural wars, Biden has 
been able to get Americans 
to start focusing on the 
important issues. 

If we want to see a more 
progressive America, we 
need to keep our eye on 
the prize. We can choose 
between raising the mini-
mum wage, increasing taxes 
on the wealthy, and saving 
the planet … or we can get 
sucked into battles about 
wearing masks, removing 
statues, “cancel culture,” 
and whether we should have 
trigger alerts to protect 
college students from 
distressing subjects. We 
probably cannot do both. 

We have a tremendous 
opportunity in 2021 to 
Build Back Better. Let’s 
do it.

~ Jeff vonKaenel is the 
president, CEO, and 
majority owner of the News 
& Review newspapers in 
Sacramento, Chico, and 
Reno. He can be reached at 
jeffv@newsreview.com. 

MY SHOT
By Jeff vonKaenel

Joe Biden is No Radical, But ...
His proposals are ambitious and visionary

Your one stop shop for exploring
career, education, and training opportunities 

in the Lake Tahoe Basin.

T A H O E
C A R E E R
C O N N E C T

T A H O E C A R E E R C O N N E C T . O R G
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Language matters. It can 
build bridges or walls. It 
can welcome or warn. In 
reading Billy Griffi n’s My 
Shot in April, How Not 
to Be an Invasive Species, 
I was able to see both 
inclusion and exclusion. 
I appreciated Griffi n’s 
acknowledgement that we 
live on Washoe land and 
the list of helpful hints 
for living in snow/bear/
coyote country. We can all 
use reminders to be more 
aware and kind.

Yet I was disappointed 
in the use of dehuman-
izing language describing 
newcomers as an “invasive 
species” even as scientists 
and English language 
professors are ending 
the usage of such terms 
because of their historic 
function to demonize 
people — especially immi-
grants. There are many 
metaphors and clichés 
whose origins are rooted in 
nativism, racism, sexism, 
etc. that are outdated and 

deserve thoughtful discus-
sion. Speaking about the 
“other” has impacts that 
can leave people question-
ing our intentions.  

Metaphors like “invasive 
species” to describe 
newcomers to Tahoe bring 
to mind the history of anti-
Chinese actions in Truckee 
in the late 1800s. Molly 
Wilcox’s April 2019 article 
in Moonshine Ink, The 
Truckee Method, describes 
the lengths to which the 
White residents of Truckee 
went to intimidate and 
drive out the Chinese 
residents, and Pat Dillon’s 
May My Shot, The Chinese 
Question, provides more of 
that history in the context 
of an argument for toler-
ance and inclusion today. 
What starts with exclusion-
ary language can lead to 
hateful actions. We’ve 
seen a rise in hate crimes 
against Asian Americans 
over the past 18 months in 
the US; it started with lan-
guage and has emboldened 
people to act violently. 

Last week, I was speaking 
to a few friends who have 
seen and been alarmed 
at the vitriol aimed at 
visitors to our mountain 
towns. The language used 
has been, as one friend 
described it, “disgusting 
and foul.” Will that turn 

into violent actions, repeat-
ing history, and driving out 
new people with so much 
to contribute in ways of 
culture and wisdom? 

As someone who lived 
here for a few years, had 
a business here, moved 
away, and now have spent 
over 50% of the pandemic 
in Truckee, I have worried 
about the language used 
around new residents. 
Words matter. Metaphors 
are tricky and under-
standing the language of 
xenophobia and nativism 

is important when we’re 
discussing demographic 
shifts. 

The city people moving to 
the mountains are not a 
monolith and are culturally 
diverse. Many newcomers 
have lived in small towns 
before, embrace steward-
ship, and are eager to 
become part of the Tahoe 
community. We are living 

during a time of uncertainty 
where people are re-
examining their priorities 
as well as considering the 
impacts of climate change. 
This won’t be the last wave 
of newcomers to Tahoe. 

~ Heidi Baikie is a part-
time local; when not hiking 
or cross-country skiing, 
you’ll fi nd her curled up 
with a book. 

MY SHOT
By Heidi Baikie

Speak With Care  
A reaction to and refl ection on the use of the term ‘invasive species’
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In response to Redefi ning 
Tourism in Tahoe

Too Late

This should have been 
thought out years ago as it’s 
too late to reverse the side 
effects of overtourism. The 
locals will continue to get 
squeezed out and work-
forces will dwindle to almost 
zero in the immediate 
future! Reactionary plan-
ning will not fi x this and the 
Tahoe/Truckee area busi-
nesses will soon cease to 
exist. Local and county of-
fi cials are only after $$$$$$ 
and it’s sad.  

~ Brian Sumner, Kings 
Beach, via Instagram

In response to community 
grant program

LCF Spreads the Love

It is with gratitude that 
the Lahontan Community 
Foundation announces the 
awarding of $168,000 in 
grants to 23 nonprofi ts 
serving the Truckee/North 
Lake Tahoe community. The 
generosity of the Lahontan 
membership allowed us 
to continue our giving, as 
we have for the past two 
decades, despite not being 
able to hold any of our sig-
nature fundraisers last year 
due to Covid.

We could not have 
done this alone. Business 
partners in Truckee have 
stepped up to help us in 
our fundraising activities by 
providing items and ser-
vices. Our continued thanks 
to: Raley’s O-N-E- Market, 
Mountain Hardware and 
Sports, Mountain Home 
Center, Como, Truckee 
Tavern, JL’s Smoke Shop, 
and Mountain Meats. These 
local businesses deserve 
our patronage and support, 
especially after the uncer-
tainty of the past year.
The Lahontan Community 
Foundation Fund, 
through the Parasol Tahoe 

Community Foundation, 
granted funding this year to: 
Achieve Tahoe, Aim High, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Northern Sierras, Boys & 
Girls Club of North Lake 
Tahoe, Gateway Mountain 
Center, Humane Society 
of Truckee Tahoe, Girls 
on the Run Sierras, High 
Fives Foundation, Kids 
& Horses, Lake Tahoe 
Shakespeare Festival, 
Sierra Community House, 
Sierra Senior Services, 
Slow Food Lake Tahoe, 
SOS Outreach, Tahoe Rim 
Trail Association, Tahoe 
School of Music, Tahoe’s 
Connection for Families, 
The Truckee Roundhouse, 
Think Kindness, Truckee 
Community Christmas, 
Truckee Community 
Theater, and Truckee Day, 
Truckee Trails Foundation.
    ~ Suzanne Smith, Truckee, 
via letter

Regarding to a culture of 
“more”

Traitors in Our Midst

In legal terms, “the cause” 
is the reason something 
happens. By contrast, “a 
Cause” is group advocacy 
on one or more issues of 
interest (I will use capital 
C for this use of the term). 
That interest may be [in 
order to benefi t the] public, 
a group, or the self. The 
trick sometimes is in telling 
which applies.

At Tahoe, there are a 
growing number of Causes 
that advocate for environ-
mental preservation. Why 
not? Tahoe has a growing 
number of issues. But one 
of those growing issues 
has become discerning 
whose interests are being 
represented. This is getting 
harder to tell and more 
important to know.

The number one cause 
of Tahoe’s problems is 
too many people. Not all 
Causes either believe this 
or advocate for a solution. 
What is worse, some are 
directly adding to the 
problem in the name of 
preservation. Getting more 
creative at describing or 

packaging our problems 
doesn’t mean we are 
smarter at getting the 
needed answers to solve 
them. Smart growth, sus-
tainable tourism, and other 
clever names and phrases 
sound progressive, but too 
often simply promote more 
of everything, mostly more 
development. 

Concerned citizens want 
to help. I get asked all the 
time which groups I should 
send a check to help. I say, 
fi nd the groups that are 
trying to do with less. 
We are getting further 
trapped in this culture of 
more. More residents, more 
development, more roads, 
more tourists at more times 
of the year, more taxes, 
more attractions, more, 
more, more. It is clearly not 
working. We mostly have 
more problems.
~ Ann Nichols, Crystal Bay, 
via letter

In response to geocaching 
and the sharing of ‘secret’ 
spots

Sierra, Not Disneyland

Sometimes it’s sad to 
see things [like access to 
previously restricted natural 
areas] posted. People need 
to realize that these loca-
tions are natural; they are 
not an amusement park that 
can be rebuilt easily if they 

are not taken care of. There 
are locations that have 
been shut down because 
of too many people, and 
sometimes it’s so harmful to 
post these places instead of 
letting people discover them 
on their own. 

~ Tina Zander-Auldridge, 
Truckee, via Instagram

OVER THE CROWDS: As agencies, organizations, and individuals debate the crowding problem in Tahoe, some local 
residents have written in feeling desperation, that it’s too late to address issues of trash, traffi c, and environmental 
degradation. Photo by Nina Miller/Moonshine Ink

Editor’s note: 

We love to hear from you on social 
media and in our inbox. But did you 
know you can also leave comments 
directly on articles on our website and 
add your own TAP events? Create 
an account by registering at the login 
option on the top bar.
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Regarding wells

Now Is the Time to Inspect 
Water Wells 
California, like much of the 
West, is facing a year of ex-
treme drought which is causing 
some issues for residential wa-
ter wells across the state. Wa-
ter wells are a reliable, afford-
able, and safe source of water 
of over a million California 
residents, and when properly 
maintained can provide clean 
water for over 20 years.

During periods of extreme 
drought, an ongoing issue 
facing some homeowners is 
their well “running dry,” or not 
producing suffi cient water for 
their household. Water wells 
that stop producing water 
can cause frusteration and 
concern for homeowners. One 
of the best ways to prevent 
this is by having your water 
well inspected and your water 
level tested by a professional 

water well contractor. Water 
wells can slow their production 
for various reasons, and just 
because water stops fl owing 
doesn’t mean the groundwater 
source has been depleted. 

The California Groundwater 
Association represents the 
state’s water well contractors, 
pump installers, manufactur-
ers, suppliers, and groundwater 
professionals. Members are 
currently experiencing more 
service calls than usual, and 
it is not uncommon for some 
water well contractors to 
schedule drilling or inspections 
up to two months in advance, 
so it’s important to act today.

Learn more about how 
droughts may be impacting 
your water well: wellowner.
org/testyourwaterlevels; 
fi nd a qualifi ed water well 
contractor: groundh2o.org/
member-directory. 

Remember, maintaining a 
water well is the sole responsi-
bility of the property owner. So 
don’t wait until it’s too late to 
have your water well tested by 
a professional!

~ Dave Schulenberg, Sacra-
mento, via letter

In response to Batten Down 
the Hatches for a Potentially 
Historic Fire Season

Hot Take
I fi nd it interesting that no 
one talks about trying to limit 
tourism because of extreme 
fi re risk. In fact, the NLTRA 
and Placer County were still 
promoting tourism when there 
was a fi re within “ember” range 
of Truckee last year. On Red 
Flag warning days, I’ve had to 
personally tell the STR guests 
next door to put out their giant 
back deck fi re, while propane 
grills and fi re pits were banned. 
No one from Placer County is 
sharing this information. They 
are just collecting their millions 
in TOT, while endangering 
everyone including the tourists. 

Placer County needs to 
understand there will be no 
more TOT, no more tourism, 
if everything burns to the 
ground. They need to have 
mechanisms in place (better 
and more enforceable than 
we saw during Covid) to close 
STRs and get messaging out to 
the public to stay home when 
there is a clear and present fi re 
danger at our front door.

The time when the almighty 
dollar rules above all else is 
gone. We’re living with the 
reality of fi re, and that means 
making serious changes to how 
we think about tourism.

~ Cheri Sugal, Kings Beach, 
via Facebook

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
P U Z Z L E  PA G E ,  P.  5 4
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single-family homes for sale as of July 1

Including 8 Tahoe Lakefronts

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT
Single-family homes pending as of July 1

Including 6 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*         North & West Shores**         Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single-family homes sold 
as of June 30

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $1.2M

MEDIAN PRICE Single-family homes median price 
as of June 30

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

43
24

4

Truckee*

North and 
West Shores**

Incline Village/
Crystal Bay

Tahoe
Lakefronts

62

0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

Truckee* North and 

West Shores**
Incline Village/

Crystal Bay

Tahoe
Lakefronts

=
$5.6M

$3.350M

$1M

$1.3M

$2M

84
50

55
109

23

73

In June, single-family home sales were up 22% when compared to the previous month, 
according to the Tahoe Sierra MLS. There was a 10% drop in actively listed homes and a 

4% decline in the median price. Looking at year-over-year comparisons, active listings are 
down 26% and the median price is up 53% from this time last year. 

~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe LuxuryProperties

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
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HOME FRONT

Denied!
Can renters get insurance 

if a homeowner can’t?

REAL RENTALS
By Tim Hauserman
Special to Moonshine Ink

TO INSURE OR NOT TO INSURE: While the decision to provide both homeowners and renters coverage is 
not connected — you can get one without the other — there are a number of determining factors involved.  

The Tahoe/Truckee region sits in 
a wildland/urban interface. These 
are locations where lots of homes 
are close to the forest, and thus 
vulnerable to wildfire. This has led 
to reticence among property insur-
ers to provide fire coverage in the 
region (and most of California). For 
renters this begs the question: Can 
I get rental insurance if the owner 
of the property can’t get insurance? 
And what decides whether a prop-
erty can get insurance or not? 

The idea for this article came from 
Moonshine Ink publisher Mayumi 
Elegado, who told me that she was 
able to get renters insurance in one 
neighborhood in Truckee and not 
able to get it in another location just 
a few miles away.

Rental insurance 
covers the personal 
property of the renter. It 
doesn’t cover the structure 
or your vehicle. The good 
news is this means that it is 
fairly inexpensive, usually 
less than $20 a month. And 
for renters, it is important 
to have insurance because 
if the house burns down, it 
will help you replace what 
you lost. While you might 
think your belongings are 
not that financially valuable, 
it really starts to add up if 
you suddenly have to go out 
and buy replacements. 

Renters insurance also covers 
personal liability, which could be 
when someone gets injured sliding 
down your banister or practicing 
climbing moves on your fireplace.* 
Then the injured “friend,” or their 

insurance company, decides that 
you are personally liable for their 
injuries. Rental insurance poli-
cies can also reimburse for living 
expenses when you are prevented 
from using your home.

I spoke with State Farm agent 
Roxanne Duffield, who covers 
Truckee and North Tahoe. She 
said that the decision to provide 
both homeowners and renters 
coverage is not connected (you 
can get one without the other) but 
both are very site specific and are 
determined by defensible space 
and other factors on the property. 
These are often determined by 
aerial photography.

“We’ve had cases where the owner 
had good defensible space and the 
neighbor didn’t, and the home-
owner contacted the neighbor 
and agreed to help maintain their 
property in order to get coverage,” 
Duffield explained.  

In addition to the fire danger of 
the particular property, Duffield 
said State Farm looks to limit how 
many homes they are currently 
insuring in a small area so there 
is less exposure if a fire sweeps 
through a neighborhood.  “All 
your eggs in one basket is not 
good because you are suffering 
too much loss if there is a fire,” 
she noted. 

Elegado speculated that perhaps 
she was unable to get coverage 

in Sierra Meadows because of 
the high fire danger there, and 
was curious whether the Big Jack 
East forest management project 
that has been going on in the 
neighborhood might make getting 
homeowners insurance easier now. 
Duffield says that each location is 
reevaluated once a year, so there 
is the potential that a home that 
could not be insured this year 
might be insurable next year. 

In Incline Village, Elaine Schuyler 
from Farmers Insurance said 
“we don’t rate the fire line, the 
computer does.” Like State Farm, 
Farmers’ decisions about whether 
to insure is address-specific as to 
whether they will write a policy, 
although there are tendencies 
in neighborhoods: For instance, 
they can write more policies in 
Lower Incline Village than in 
Upper Incline. “It can be based 
on how much shade is over a 
roof. We advise people to look at 
their property and see how many 
branches are over the property” 
Schuyler said. She noted that in 
Incline it is easier to get a renters 
insurance policy than a home-
owners policy, because it is not 
connected to the fire line. 

*These are just several examples of 
potential behavior that could cause 
injury, and are not a reflection of 
the quality of friends you attract. 

 

I n  c a s e  y o u  l o v e  y o u r 
j e t  s k i   M o r e  t h a n 
y o u r  b e t t e r  h a l f . 

W e  p r o t e c t  a l l  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s .

Aegis InsuranceMarkets . com
CA Lic #: OB01094
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Experts say that it’s not a matter of if
a wildfi re will hit the Tahoe/Truckee 
region but when. Will you be prepared 
should that dreaded notifi cation come 
telling you that it’s time to evacuate? 
Is your home ready for you to leave? 
Do you have a go-bag packed? Plain 
and simple: Do you have a plan?

When emergency personnel come 
calling or you get that text alert telling 
you it’s go time, you may or may not 
have time to make necessary prepara-
tions before leaving. There are instances 
when wildfi re conditions are so dire 
that you have to evacuate at a moment’s 
notice; however, offi cials will always try 
to give as much notice as possible.

Being prepared for fi re includes 
creating a wildfi re evacuation plan. 
Call a family or house meeting to 
coordinate to make sure everyone 
is on the same page. The plan you 
come up with should designate a 
meeting place outside the home and 
identify several different possible 
escape routes to get to that location. 
Familiarity is key so practice and 
review these routes often. Don’t 
forget to take into consideration any 
pets or livestock when creating an 
evacuation plan. It is also crucial to 
familiarize yourself with evacuation 
routes in your neighborhood.

The following general information 
was compiled from Cal Fire’s ready-
forwildfi re.org, as recommended by 
local fi re agencies. On the website, 
fi nd more comprehensive evacuation 
lists and extensive guidelines.

In the event of an evacuation, it 
is important to remember the six 
P’s: people and pets; papers, phone 
numbers, and important documents; 
prescriptions, vitamins, and eyeglasses; 
pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia; 
personal computer hard drive; and 
plastic (credit, debit cards, and cash). 
Many of these items can be stashed in 
a go-bag to take as you leave.

Within the home, there are a number 
of measures to take before departing. 
Remove fl ammable window dressings 
like shades and curtains, and close 
metal shutters. Any fl ammable furni-
ture should be moved to the center 

of the room, away from windows and 
doors. Shut off gas at the meter and 
turn off pilot lights. It is a good idea 
to leave lights on so fi refi ghters can 
see your house in smoky conditions. 
Shut off the air conditioning as well.

Outside your home, there are a 
number of things you can do that 
will help fi refi ghting efforts. Any 
fl ammable items — from toys and 
door mats to patio furniture and 
trash cans — should be collected 
and brought inside. They can also 
be placed inside a swimming pool. 
Propane tanks should be turned off, 
and propane barbecues should be 
moved away from any structures.

While homeowners are advised to 
connect any available garden hoses 
and to even fi ll buckets with water 
for quick and easy use by fi refi ght-
ers, it is not wise to leave sprinklers 
or other water running. Doing so 
can result in reduced water pressure, 
which can have an adverse effect on 
fi refi ghting measures.

It’s also a good idea habitually to 
back your vehicle into your driveway 
for parking, so that you can drive 
straight out should you have to make 
a quick exit. Be sure to load your 
car or truck with any valuable and 
important items you plan to take 
with you, especially your pre-packed 
go-bag. Any exterior lighting can 
be left on to help guide fi refi ghters 
around your property .

If time permits, seal attic and ground 
vents with pre-cut plywood or 
commercial seals. This helps prevent 
embers from getting inside and 
causing fi re to spread.

Above all else, however, the safety of 
you and your family comes fi rst. If 
offi cials say it’s time to get out now, 
they mean it.

So what happens if you do 
 become trapped by a wildfi re? 
Readyforwildfi re.org has advice on 
that, too: Remain calm and keep 
your family together. Call 911 to 
inform authorities of your location. 
Fill sinks and tubs with cold water, 
and keep doors and windows closed 
but unlocked. Stay inside your house, 
keeping away from exterior walls and 
windows. 

HOME FRONT

SPACE IT UP
By Juliana Demarest
Moonshine Ink

READY. SET. GO! This helpful infographic from Cal Fire offers the basics on being prepared 
to evacuate during a wildfi re. Find a downloadable comprehensive evacuation guide at 
readyforwildfi re.org.

Call me to find yours.

TRINKIE WATSON
NV BS.1022 | CA 00326518

530 582 0722
twatson@chaseinternational.com 
LakeTahoeLuxuryEstates.com

Ready for a new view?

It’s GO Time!
What to do when an order 
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One way to remember three river 
critters that reside in and near 
the Tahoe Basin — mink, otter, 
and beaver — is to think of them 
in terms of size: small, medium, 
and large.

Minks, the smallest of the group, 
weigh a mere 2 to 4 pounds. The 
river otter weighs in at 10 to 30 
pounds, and the largest of the trio, 
the beaver, comes in at a hefty 
34 to 50 pounds. As otters and 
beavers are closer in size than their 
smaller river mate, the mink, one 
distinguishing difference between 
the two lies in the shapes of their 
heads. Otter heads, cat-like with 
long whiskers, are much pointier 
than the beaver’s blockhead.

For the mink and otter, water is 
home and home is food. Salmon, 
trout, whatever humans choose to 
stock or whatever a lake or river 
naturally holds, is fair game.

Last fall at Webber Lake, I watched 
five North American river otters, 
Lontra canadensis, dive and 
resurface with big catches in their 
mouths. The otters poke their 
heads above the water to breathe, 
sometimes raising their necks high 
above the surface as if participating 
in a water polo match. Once above 
the water, the otters engaged in a 
crunch fest. Even from the shore I 
could hear the crackle of fish bones 
being crushed. Within minutes, they 
again dove, resurfaced, crunched, 
and dove yet again, repeating the 
process until one would swim away, 
the others following close behind.

While otters swim in rivers, they 
also swim in salt water. How does 
one tell the difference between the 
two? Sea otters float on their backs; 
river otters don’t. Sea otters are 
rarely seen on the shore; river otters 
are often seen on the shore as well 
as in water. 

An interesting tidbit I learned from 
a UC Davis professor is about an 
otter’s tendency to design a “latrine 
site.” Perhaps design is too strong 
a word; they have bathrooms. At 
these sites, feces mixed with fish 
scales or any other leftover inedible 
items are found along stream and 
riverbanks. These latrines, in a 

way, are sites of communication. 
An otter will roll around on a pile 
of feces to detect if good food 
is available or if bad food with a 
parasite is nearby. From feces, an 
otter also can determine another 
otter’s sex. Is a possible mate 
looming nearby? 

A friend of mine who lives on 
the Truckee River near Olympic 
Valley was fortunate to observe a 
family of four otters last summer. 
Concerning latrine sites, she 
mentioned their scat as the biggest 
sign of their presence. 

“I’d see otter poop 
all over the rocks, 
sometimes with 
crawdad claws 
in their scat,” 
she told me. She 
recounted the 
playfulness of 
the otters as she 
watched them roll 
around each other 
and climb rocks, 
then slide down 
into the river. “It 
was like watching a bunch of kids 
on a water slide going up and down, 
up and down. I watched them swim 
in the rapids, too. Who needs a 
kayak when you can ride the waves 
on your own?” 

Aside from fishing in a lake, 
otters will sometimes work as a 
team in a river. When they herd 
salmon toward shallower water, 
fishing becomes an easier task.  
While otters do love their fish, 
they eat other fare too, such as 
snakes, insects, birds, turtles, 
even small mammals, much like 
their carnivorous counterpart, the 
American mink or Neovison vison.

A mink that resides along the 
Truckee River has been observed by 
another friend who also lives along 
the banks. She’s been observing 
this one mink for seven years, or so 
she’s guessing it’s the same one. “I 
read that minks only live in the wild 
for three years, so I’m not sure,” 
she noted. She once witnessed two 
baby otters following the mama 
mink everywhere she’d go. Another 
time, she saw the babies swimming 
with her. Only in the early morning 
hours has my friend observed this 
ferret-like mammal.

“With binoculars, I watch the 
entrance of her den, a well-hidden 
cave under alder bushes, 2 feet 
from the river,” she explained. “I’ve 
never seen mink in winter, only 
in spring and summer. I would 
describe the mom as playful when 
she jumps in and out of the water, 
like she’s doing a little dance. I’ve 
watched her fish, too, a quick dip in 
and out of the water, surfacing with 
a tiny fish in her mouth.”

One would think with all this talk of 
fishing that beavers would be closely 
aligned with their otter and mink 
comrades. After all, they’re all river 
runners. But the North American 
beaver, Castor Canadensis, is actually 

an herbivore. It pursues leaves, 
roots, twigs, willows, and aspen 
bark instead of trout and salmon. 
Despite not being fishers, they 
do swim underwater like river 
otters and are able to hold their 
breath for up to 15 minutes. 
River otters can stay under for 
up to eight minutes.

Beavers’ ears and nose flaps 
close when submerged; their 
eyes are protected with a 
transparent goggle-like inner 
eyelid. Both otters and beavers 
use their large, webbed feet 
(rear feet for beaver) like 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

The Sierra’s river critters 
take center stage

River Runners NATURE’S
  CORNER

MEALTIME: This American mink captured itself a snack along the banks 
of the Truckee River near Reno. Photo by Alex Hoeft/Moonshine Ink

HEAVYWEIGHT: Of the three critters that call 
the Truckee River home, beavers far outweigh 
river otters and minks, coming in at as much as 50 
pounds. Photo courtesy United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service

OTTERLY ADORABLE: River otters work as a team to herd salmon toward shallower water. 
Photo by Dmitry Azovtsev

BY EVE QUESNEL
Special to Moonshine Ink

The River Otter Ecology 
Project, based in Forest Knolls, 
California, encourages citizens 
to report otter sightings. If an 
otter is spotted, take a photo 
(if possible), even if it’s not 
a good one, and fill out the 
sighting form on the website. 
The group’s mission — to 
engage the public in supporting 
conservation and restoration by 
linking river otter recovery to 
watershed health — makes otter 
recordings an important part of 
the operation. Otters have been 
spotted at Alder Creek; Jackson, 
Serene, and Webber lakes; the 
Truckee, Yuba, and Feather 
rivers, among other areas.
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paddles, much like ducks. 
Minks have partially webbed 
feet. One observable distinct 
difference between the otter 
and beaver is swimming form. 
An otter swims with its head 
and neck above the water 
while its body trails beneath 
the surface. A beaver’s head 
and back are visible along 
the surface, as if its body is 
skimming the top of the water.  

While we tend to think of these 
creatures as staying close to 
water, some young male otters 
are known to have traveled for 
miles on land to get to a water 
source just so they can fi sh. 
Beavers, too, sometimes travel 
on a sort of walkabout. Even 
the smallest body of water, 
say a pond, is a welcoming 
site for a beaver to build a 
lodge. Beaver lodges only need 
enough water around them 
to protect their underwater 
entrances, and they only need 
to be deep enough not to freeze 
solid in the winter so their 
residents can access their food. 
On Tahoe’s smaller creeks, the 
dams are usually only a foot 
or 2 deep. I’ve often wondered 
how beavers eat and sleep in 
such an aquatic environment. 
The answer? Busy beavers build 
above-water platforms within 
their lodges.

All three of these river critters, 
each with a lifespan of up 
to 10 years, can be seen in 
the Truckee/Tahoe area, but 
sightings are rare. Yet, they’re 
here — otter families fi shing, 
mother minks pushing their 
kits to swim, and beavers felling 
trees to build their homes. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

HANDIWORK: One eager beaver left 
behind evidence of its woodworking 
skills along the Truckee River, with teeth 
marks clearly visible where it gnawed at 
the wood. Photo by Maria VonDerAhe
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Through the tr eetops above Donner 
Lake, Craig Meacham can just see 

glimpses of the water from his dining 
room, but he’ll double check the wind 
forecast on his computer anyway. If 
the conditions are to his liking — and 
today they are — he’ll drive to the east 
end of the lake, pull to the right on 
Donner Pass Road, and walk along a 
path to a rocky beach beneath Jeffrey 
and lodgepole pines.

He stands 6 feet tall with a full head of 
silver-gray hair and a complexion that 
suggests he’s spent his life outdoors. 
Though his view of the lake has 
changed over the years, his morning 
ritual has been unwavering: swim.

For nearly 50 summers now, Meacham 
has been swimming laps on Donner 

Lake. A mile-and-a-half out-and-back 
route almost every day, up to 18 
consecutive days sometimes.

If you walked past Meacham along this 
path, or anywhere else for that matter, 
you could be excused for not realizing 
you had just seen a 73-year-old athlete 
who recently completed a stunning 
accomplishment of consistency and vigor.

Last year, amidst pandemic-related 
travel restrictions, Meacham swam 
exactly a hundred days between June 
and October.

“Sixty days was my personal best,” he 
says. “When I got to 60, I thought, 
‘I’m 73 so I should swim my age.’ 
Then I got to 73 and I thought I could 
get to 80.” As summer turned to fall, 
Meacham’s wife, Susan Lindstrom, 

suggested he get a wetsuit. “At that 
point I decided to go for triple digits.” 
Meacham swam his 100th day on Oct. 
28, wearing the wetsuit for the fi nal 20 
swims.

For today’s swim he’ll pull on the suit. 
“I’ll probably stop wearing it next 
week,” he says as he dons two silicone 
swim caps then a neoprene hood, and 
inserts clear swimmer’s earplugs.

He takes a few cautious steps into 
Donner Lake, dunks his goggles in 
the water before stretching them over 
his head, then dives in and starts a 
freestyle stroke, angling toward the 
southern bank. Turning due west, 
Meacham parallels the land about 75 
yards offshore until he’s out of sight, 
rounding a bend toward China Cove, 

where he’ll turn 
around at a landmark 
he calls guano rock
and head back.

Behind him lies a 
pile of clothes and 
decades in the water.

Born in Oakland, 
Meacham moved 
to Phoenix when 
he was 4 where he 
began swimming at a 
club where his father 
played golf. “It was a 
small town then,” he 
says of Phoenix.

Eventually his family 
returned to the 
Bay Area, where he 
swam competitively 
in high school in 
Walnut Creek, and 
again in college at 
UC Berkeley, during 

which time he worked as a lifeguard in 
the summers.

Lifeguards from up and down the 
coast would compete in open water 
swimming competitions. Meacham 
recalls one event, held in the pitch-
black night in Huntington Beach, 
where contestants swam 500 yards to 
a lighted boat and back.

“I would stay in the middle of the 
pack,” Meacham says chuckling, 
hoping that any sharks would help 
themselves to someone on the outside 
before they got to him.

In 1967, he competed in the NCAA 
championships in Florida in the 200- 
and 500-yard freestyle and at one point 
ranked fi fth in the country in the men’s 
200-yard freestyle. The following year, 
Meacham qualifi ed for the Olympic 
trials, but decided to go body surfi ng 
in Santa Cruz with a friend instead of 
competing in the trials.

After college in Berkeley, where he 
graduated with a BA in Business 
Administration in 1969, he joined 
the South End Rowing Club in San 
Francisco, and with them swam the 
Maui Channel Relay from Lanai to 
Maui. His club did various open-water 
swims in the Bay Area, including a 
route under the Golden Gate Bridge, 
and another from Alcatraz to the Hyde 
Street Pier in San Francisco — once 
swimming on New Year’s Day when the 
water was about 52 degrees, he says.

“I couldn’t remember my name, I was 
so cold,” Meacham recalls.

Meacham worked as a street artist, 
making belts, purses, and leather 
goods in Berkeley in the early 1970s, 
then spent time in Sun Valley, 
Idaho, and the Wind River Range in 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Going the 
Distance

Going the 
Distance

Going the Going the Going the Going the Going the Going the Going the 
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ZONED OUT: Craig Meacham says that for him, swimming is like experiencing sensory deprivation because 
when he is in the water, he’s in completely in the moment.

STORY BY BILL HATFIELD | PHOTOS BY WADE SNIDER
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Wyoming, where he worked for the 
National Outdoor Leadership School. 
He moved to Truckee in 1972 and 
began working as a cross-country ski 
instructor at Royal Gorge.

“Wintertime was teaching cross-country 
skiing,” he says. In the summers, when 
he wasn’t working construction, he 
began swimming the route on Donner 
Lake that he swims to this day.

“I try and stay out of the pools because 
the lakes are just so great,” he says. 
“It’s just really refreshing, invigorating, 
and interesting.”

Eventually Meacham got his 
contractor’s license and started his 

own company: Meacham Design and 
Construction. A general contractor in 
Truckee meant “glorifi ed carpenter,” 
he says. Every contractor he knew 
continued pounding nails. “I had the 
bags on until I quit,” he adds.

Meacham participated in open water 
swimming competitions until his late 
50s, such as the Lake Tahoe Polar 
Bear Swim and the Trans-Tahoe Relay, 
a 13-mile race which his South End 
Rowing Club team won in about 1980. 
He also regularly swam the Donner 
Lake Open Water Swim, which he 
helped organize in the late 1970s.

In addition to his professional career 
designing and building homes in 

the area, he’s been involved in the 
community constantly over the years. 
Nearly every corner of Truckee has been 
touched by Meacham at some point.

He helped organize a group of 
volunteer lifeguards who worked to 
keep Truckee High School’s pool open 
to the public when it was the only one 
in town.

“I feel like it’s important that people 
know how to swim, especially up 
here,” he says. “You may end up saving 
your own life or somebody else’s.”

He was part of the group that searched 
for 12-year-old Lance Sevison and a 
friend on the backside of Northstar 

in 1974, which ultimately led to the 
formation of Tahoe Nordic Search 
and Rescue Team — still in operation 
today. And in the closing hours of 
April 15, 1978, at Squaw Valley, when 
one of the resort’s aerial trams was 
damaged by a dislodged cable, killing 
four people, he was one of more than 
300 volunteers who participated in the 
rescue efforts.

“When you get to be 73 you have a 
long history,” he says.

As he rounds the bend and heads back 
toward the beach, splashing in the 
dark blue lake among paddleboarders 
and kayakers, he thinks about little 
more than his stroke.

“You just kinda get in that zone,” 
he says. “It’s almost like sensory 
deprivation after a while.”

Meacham steps out of the water 
breathing heavily — but not for long. 
“That’s my therapy,” he says as he 
towels off. “Physical and mental.”

Even now, with a hundred days swam 
last year, he says he’ll try to do more 
this year. “I get motivated by that 
challenge,” he says. “I just fi gure the 
more I can do for as long as I can do 
it, the better off I’ll be.”

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

THE DEEP END: Last year, Meacham swam into October, donning a wetsuit 
for the last 20 swims of the season as air and water temperatures dipped.



46                     10 JUNE – 7 JULY 2021                     MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

You just 
gotta 
poke 

around.

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

You just 
gotta 
poke 

around.

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 

 BE KIND | BE CALMBE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St. , Tahoe City CA 530-583-8551

christyhill.com

 EARTH TO TABLE

Hair for Women & Men • Waxing
Skin Treatments • Permanent Makeup

850 N. LAKE BLVD, TAHOE CITY
530-583-8100 | LIGHTHOUSESPA.COM



READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM                     8 JULY – 11 AUGUST 2021                    47

S ummer is the time to get outdoors. 
Looking for these common native plants 
is a like going on an edible treasure hunt, 

taking us away from the magnetic pull of our 
screens and into the beauty and relaxation of 
nature. By foraging in the wild, we deepen our 
relationship to truly local foods of the native 
habitat we live in. All of these plants are stunning 
additions to the home landscape and provide easy 
access to delicious seasonal food.

Manzanita Cider

Brewed from green leaf manzanita or pine mat 
manzanita (Arctostaphylos patula, Arctostaphylos 
nevadensis) this is a great summer thirst quencher.

A kids’ favorite, berries are edible from all species 
of manzanita and they are ripe when they are 
deep red in color, typically at the end of summer. 
They are edible right off the bush, and their 
sweet and tangy powder is a delicious treat while 
hiking. Make sure to avoid the large seed inside. 
An added bonus is that the berries are higher in 
antioxidants than blueberries so they are one of 
our local superfoods. 

To make manzanita cider, you’ll need 1 cup 
of plump, orange-red manzanita berries, large 
stems removed, 6 cups warm water, and a coffee 
grinder, food processor, or blender. Roughly grind 
berries, cover with water, and let sit for 2 hours 
to overnight. Strain cider from the seeds and 
serve cold. 

Elderflower Pancakes

Blue elderberry (Sambucus nigra subspecies 
caerulea) are small deciduous trees, 10 to 25 feet 
high by 10 to 25 feet wide, that grow in full sun 
to partial shade in open habitats below 10,000 
feet. Gently gather elderflowers and avoid over 
handling before making pancakes so they keep 
their beautiful pale-yellow color. The flowers can 
store for a few days in the refrigerator before 
using. When ready to make pancakes, remove 
flowers from the stem by gently rubbing flowers 
between your hands. Then follow your favorite 
pancake recipe, folding the flowers into the batter 
before cooking.

Wild Currant 
Scones

Currants are commonly 
found in the Sierra 
and all have edible 
fruit. Wax currant 
(Ribes cereum) has 
shiny red fruit on a 
6-by-6-foot shrub 
and its range is up to 
12,000 feet elevation. 

Sierra currant (Ribes nevadense) is a beautiful, 
medium-sized shrub 
and its blue fruit hangs 
in 6-inch-long clusters. 
Gather and dry or use 
immediately in your 
favorite scone recipe.

Thimbleberry Jam 
in the Hand

Thimbleberries 
(Rubus parviflorus) are 
deciduous, spreading 

shrubs that grow 5 feet by 4 feet in partial to full 
shade within moist woodlands. The plants have no 
thorns and produce red, thimble-shaped berries 
that turn into a soft jam-like consistency as soon 
as you remove them. Eat immediately and enjoy 
their sweet taste.

Gooseberry 
Guava Juice

Sierra 
gooseberry 
(Ribes roezlii) is a 
deciduous shrub, 
about 2 feet by 
2 feet, growing 
on slopes below 
9,200 feet, 
and is one of 
many species of 
gooseberry found 
in the Sierra. 
All gooseberry 
species have 
edible fruit. Sierra gooseberry produces a large, 
sweet fruit, densely covered with thorns. Don’t let 
the thorns scare you away. Take a stick and gently 
tap the stems, catching ripe fruit in a basket. To 
make a local juice that tastes like it’s made from 
tropical guavas, place 2 cups of gooseberries in 
a bowl, just covered with water. Crush berries 
with a potato masher and then pour into a mesh 
strainer placed over a bowl. Pour 6 cups of water 
over the crushed berries. Move berry strainer over 
another bowl and pour the same water over them 
again. Repeat until desired taste is reached. The 
juice is delicious served cold over ice on a hot 
summer day.

Blackcap Raspberry Muffins

Blackcap raspberries (Rubus leucodermis) spread 
like garden raspberries, but they have white 
stems reaching up to 6 feet high and fruit that 
turns black when ripe. They are one of the most 
delicious of our native fruits eaten raw or folded 
gently into muffin batter for a wild treat.   

BY ALICIA FUNK | Special to Moonshine Ink
Photos courtesy Karen Callahan, Alicia Funk

SOUL KITCHEN

Sustainable Wild Harvesting

Growing natives in your own backyard 
is always preferable to gathering plants 
from the wild. Respect sustainability 
whenever plants are collected.

 » Survey the site to determine the 
abundance of the plants. If there are 
only a few, leave them for wildlife 
and only collect from one in three 
plants, every few years. Never collect 
rare or endangered species.

 » Stay away from roads or areas where 
pesticides have been applied.

 » Do not harvest anything unless you 
are 100% certain that you have 
identified the plant correctly. 
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ARTS & CULTURE

It’s no secret that the Tahoe/
Truckee area is a haven for artists 

in all mediums: painting, photog-
raphy, drawing, sculpting, metal 
and wood working, performing 
arts. The list would be incomplete 
without the literary arts, as the 
region has more than its share of 
authors in varying genres. Whether 
it’s poets or travel writers, novelists 
or children’s authors, one need only 
stop by Truckee’s Word After Word 
Books, the area libraries, or one of 
the region’s smaller artisan shops 
to stumble upon volumes by local 
authors or that feature Northern 
California. We’ve collected a few 
recently released titles to share with 
you, our readers.

Love for Beginners 
By Jill Shalvis
Published by William Morrow
Released June 8
Paperback original, $16.99

What would you do if you had to 
start your entire life over — job, 
friends, love interest — everything? 
Would you do things the same, or 
would you switch things up? That’s 
the question facing Emma Harris 
in Love for Beginners by New York 
Times and USA Today bestselling 
author — and Truckee resident — Jill 
Shalvis. Awakening from a two-month 

coma, Emma discovers her fi ancé 
and her BFF have fallen in love, 
she’s lost her job, and the life she 
knew is gone. It’s a triple whammy 
of bad luck that leaves Emma in 
the precarious position of having to 
start her life all over again — once 
she fi gures out what kind of life she 
wants. Love for Beginners, a stand-alone 
novel in the wildly popular Wildstone 
Series, has all the elements that fans 
of Shalvis have come to love: sunny 
optimism, humor, and witty dialogue, 
all wrapped in a warm and sexy 
contemporary romance.

Who Needs a Forest Fire?
By Paula Henson
Illustrated by Sue Todd and  
Emily Underwood
Published by Terra Bella Books
Released May 1
Print, $16.99; digital, $11.99

Who needs a forest fi re? We do! 
But not the destructive mega-fi res 
we know today. Who Needs a Forest 
Fire? is the debut children’s picture 
book from author Paula Henson, 
Los Angeles-based environmental 
educator, that tells the story of when 
California’s forest fi res served the 
First Peoples, and how for thousands 
of years Native Americans have 
used fi re as a tool to look after the 
forest fl oor like a garden. Fire kept 
the forest ecology strong. Children 
today see and learn about massive, 
devastating forest fi re blazes, where 
fi refi ghters are sent to battle the 
fl ames. The California Gold Rush 
brought masses of settlers and miners 
who knew nothing about how fi re, 
nature, and people relied on each 
other. They saw fi re as an enemy 
that had to be stopped. This led to 
dry, densely packed forests of small 
trees and brush creating the perfect 
conditions for major uncontrollable 

wildfi res. A free teacher’s guide 
offers activities and resources that 
are in alignment with California 
state educational standards. The 
book was commissioned as part 
of the interpretive exhibit about 
humans and their relationship with 
fi re: FOREST⇌FIRE. Created by 
Llewellyn Studio, the project is a 
partnership between Nevada County 
Arts Council, Truckee-Donner 
Recreation and Park District, and 
University of California, Berkeley – 
Sagehen Creek Field Station, with 
Educational and Environmental 
Outreach by Sierra Watershed 
Education Partnerships.

The Ruins of Rough & Ready
By Clark Casey
Published by White Bird 
Publications, LLC
Released June 15
Paperback, $20; digital $7.99

In 1850, the Gold Rush town of 
Rough and Ready, California briefl y 
seceded from the United States 
to avoid paying a mining tax. This 
raucus western comedy reimagines 
the three months when the town was 
a sovereign republic. Sprinkled with 
the hard-luck tales of pioneers and 
forgotten tidbits of early American 
history, this novel shines a light on 
the quirky characters who fueled 
the westward expansion. The town 
drunkard falls asleep in a cave and 
wakes up during an earthquake to 
fi nd a giant gold boulder. To get the 
mineral to market, he enlists a ragtag 
group of failed miners and oddball 
mountain men, including a priest who 
tends bar and a sheriff who’s afraid of 
guns. The most dangerous bandits in 
California are poised to tear Rough 
and Ready apart. What will be the 
legacy of a forgotten independent 

nation inside of the United States? 
Clark Casey was born in New York 
and currently lives in Northern 
California. He is the author of Dawn 
in Damnation and Dead Indian Wars.

Why To These Rocks: 50 Years of Poetry 
from the Community of Writers
Forward by Robert Haas; edited by 
Lisa Alvarez
Published by Heyday Books
Released April 13
Hardcover; $28

A collection of more than 140 
poems, Why To These Rocks is a 
compilation of works by members 
of the Community of Writers 
(formerly known as the Squaw Valley 
Community of Writers). Featuring 
writings by some of the country’s most 
prominent contemporary poets, this 
collection tells part of the story of 
the Community of Writers through 
work produced in Olympic Valley by 
both staff and participant poets of the 
group’s annual workshops. Inspired by 
or written in the High Sierra during the 
weeklong workshop, these poems were 
written through three self-explanatory 
lenses: Over the Mountains: Poems 
about Place; Scrupulous Mercy: 
Poems about Process; and After 
Surfacing: Poems Produced by the 
Process in the Place. Contributors 
include both workshop staff and 
participants, among them Kazim 
Ali, Don Mee Choi, Lucille Clifton, Toi 
Derricotte, Rita Dove, Cornelius 
Eady, Juan Felipe Herrera, Brenda 
Hillman, Cathy Park Hong, Forrest 
Gander, Major Jackson, Yusef 
Komunyakaa, Sharon Olds, Gregory 
Pardlo, Evie Shockley, Al Young, Kevin 
Young, C.D. Wright, Matthew 
Zapruder, and many more. The book 
also includes a never-before-published 
poem by Galway Kinnell. 

SAVVY STACKS
By Juliana Demarest

Moonshine Ink
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•  It doesn’t all fi t here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event. TAP CALENDAR

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: (Clockwise from top left) Sunset kayak tours of Lake Tahoe; Viva Le Cirque at the Grand Sierra Resort; go stargazing with the whole family around the campfire; Bluesdays are 
back every Tuesday at Squaw Valley; 20th anniversary Art Paws in Reno; courtesy photos

THROUGH SUMMER

ONGOING

COMMUNITY | Area Farmers
Markets Return for Summer
Incline Village
Located in the parking lot of the Incline 
Village Library on Alder Avenue through 
Sept. 2, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Info: 
nevadagrown.com

Tahoe City
Enjoy fresh local produce, delicious 
food, and incredible lake views at 
the Tahoe City Farmer’s Market every 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Commons Beach. 
Info: tahoecityfarmersmarket.com

Truckee
The Truckee Certifi ed Farmer’s Market is 
held every Tuesday at the Truckee River 
Regional Park on Brockway Road. The 
market is open weekly from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. through Oct. 15. 
Info: truckeecertifi edfarmersmarket.com

Slow Food Lake Tahoe presents the 
Truckee Saturday Farmer’s Market. Held 
every Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon 
at the Railyard parking lot in historic 
downtown. Runs through Sept. 4. Info: 
truckeefarmersmarket.com

Tuesdays
ARTS & CULTURE | Bluesdays are 
Back in the Valley
The Village at Squaw Valley welcomes 
the return of Bluesdays, Tahoe’s must-
see summer music series. The free 
outdoor concert series featuring top 
blues musicians returns every Tuesday 
starting July 13 with The Blues Monsters 
and running through Aug. 31. Back 
for the 12th season, this community 

favorite event will have the same great 
talent of musicians. Bluesdays features 
an outdoor blues bar with beer, wine, 
and spirits as well as great grab-and-go 
food offerings from village restaurants. 
A limited amount of seating is available, 
please bring your own low back chair 
to be placed in the music venue seated 
area if you plan to sit. Info: free, 6 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m.; squawalpine.com

Wednesdays
ARTS & CULTURE | Music in the Park 
The Truckee Donner Recreation and 
Park District and the Val Videgain Team 
present Music in the Park, a weekly 
community gathering with great music. 
Relax and enjoy the music now through 
Aug. 25 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
the “Salty” Gebhardy Amphitheater in 
the Truckee Regional Park. Shows are 
free but donations are appreciated. 
Enjoy the sounds of the Blues Monsters, 
Brubeck Brothers Quartet, Poor Man’s 
Whiskey, and more. Info: tdrpd.org

Fridays
OUTDOORS | Sunset Tour on Tahoe
Offered every week as well as other 
days by reservation. Meet at sunset 
and get on the water to watch the 
colors change and the stars appear. 
Learn a little astronomy and tour the 
perfect distance before landing on the 
beach for some snacks and more star-
gazing. Typical distance is 1 to 2 miles 
with over two hours on the water. 
Level of diffi culty is easy to moder-
ate. A minimum of four participants 
are required for the trip to run. Start 
times vary as the summer goes on so 
go online for full details. Info: $70 per 
person, Tahoe Vista Recreation Area; 
tahoeadventurecompany.com

July 12 to 16
ARTS & CULTURE | Dance Camp
Summer is here! And summer means 
summer camp! Tickets are available for 
the Greathouse of Dance Ivy League 
camp at the Truckee Studio. Learn the 
foundations of hip hop culture and 
dance in workshops on hip hop, pop-
ping, breakin, and more. Open to ages 
7 and up. Cost is $300 for the week. 
Info: greathouseofdance.com 

July 18
ARTS & CULTURE | Day for Dogs

Art Paws will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary event at McKinley Arts and 
Culture Center Park. Sign your pet up 
online now for best dressed, best trick 
or artwork, and pet owner look-a-like 
contests. Each year thousands of 
attendees and their best fur friends 
attend Art Paws to enjoy a variety of 
more than 50 unique vendors, animal 
artists, canine activities, and contests. 
The beer garden, which features local 
craft beer, is a big hit every year. Add 
great local live music, multiple food 
truck offerings, hourly raffl es, and a 
huge silent auction, all in the shade of 
the McKinley Park, making it a paws-
itively perfect day to spend with your 
four-legged best friend. Info: 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; artpawsreno.com

Through July 25
ARTS & CULTURE | Viva Le Cirque 
Performances Added in GSR Run 
Viva Le Cirque!, the all-new spectacular 
cirque-style show featuring an amaz-
ing cast of acrobats, contortionists, 
jugglers, aerialists, hand balancers, 
gymnasts, and daredevils on one 
stage, has extended its run at Reno’s 
acclaimed Grand Theatre at Grand 
Sierra Resort and Casino. Performances 

are held on Thursdays and Fridays at 
7 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays at 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m.  Tickets start at $19.95, 
plus additional taxes and fees. From 
award-winning acrobats to dazzling 
daredevils, performers include favorites 
from NBC’s “America’s Got Talent” 
and FOX’s “Game of Talents,” among 
many other fan-favorite shows. Info: 
grandsierraresort.com

Through July 31
FAMILY | Summer Reading Fun
Enjoy a new take-home project fea-
turing family-friendly crafts, games, 
engineering challenges, and more. Just 
swing by your nearest Placer County 
library during business hours to pick 
up everything you’ll need. And don’t 
forget to keep tracking your minutes 
for the summer reading challenge, Tails 
and Tales, running through July 31. 
Info: placer.ca.gov/library

July 28
FAMILY | The Zoo Comes to You
Conservation Ambassadors presents
Wild Wednesday with Wild Things: 
Tails and Tales. Meet animals from 
around the world. Hear about the 
animals’ wild tales of survival in this 
engaging, fun-fi lled, educational pro-
gram, appropriate for all ages, that will 
feature live mammals, birds, and rep-
tiles. This virtual event will be streamed 
on Facebook Live and archived on the 
library’s website and YouTube channel. 
Registration is required. Info: free; 2 to 
2:30 p.m.; washoecountylibrary.us

See CALENDAR p. 51
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Open Air Museum:
Donner Summit Hub

Everyone knows that Donner Summit is 
the most historically signifi cant square 

mile in California and maybe the entire 
Western United States. People visit but they 
don’t come just for the history. There is also 
magnifi cent scenery, world-class recreational 
opportunities, rich biology, and interesting 
geology. But unless you know the area, it’s 
hard to know where to go for your Donner 
Summit adventures.

With the Lamson-Cashion Donner Summit 
Hub — a trailhead of trailheads — that is 
about to change.

Recognizing that information is key to enjoy-
ment, the Donner Summit Association wrote 
two grant applications to Placer County’s 
Capital Projects Advisory Committee to build 
a trailhead of trailheads that would be called 
the Donner Summit Hub.

Drive up Old Highway 40, now Donner Pass 
Road, from either Donner Lake or the Soda 
Springs exit along I-80, and head for Donner 
Pass, the high point of the road. There you’ll 
fi nd an iconic building that used to be the gas 
station for the Division of Highways machinery 
when they cleared Highway 40 in winter. 
There’s information on the front of the building 
in the form of maps, plaques, and brochures. 
Each of the various brochures leads to a 
unique Donner Summit adventure. Alongside 
the building are 12 large, four-square-foot 
exhibits touting the wonders of Donner 
Summit history, geology, fl ora and fauna, etc.

Since the railroad had a big infl uence on 
Donner Summit — and because Tunnel 6, 

the longest of the original Sierra tunnels, 
is 88 feet below the site — the railroad 
became the theme used in the Hub’s 
design by JKA Architects in Tahoe City. A 
circular stage mimics a railroad turn table. 
Tracks with benches on wheels extend out 
from the turntable and tie in to the railroad 
theme. There’s a bicycle rack and a repair 
station nearby to accommodate cyclists on 
the increasingly popular bike route up from 
Donner Lake. Eventually, there will be a 
shade structure and bathrooms.

So why is this site named the Hub? It’s 
because radiating out from it are several 
important trails, among them: the Pacifi c 
Crest Trail going north and south with its 
popular shorter treks on the Judah Loop 
and to Roller Pass; the historic Tunnel 6 
adventure; the new Historic Donner Summit 
trail, which is actually the old 1860s Dutch 
Flat Donner Lake Toll Road, passing by 
4,000-year-old petroglyphs on the hillside; 
and the short but fun trail to Catfi sh Pond, 
also known as Maidens’ Retreat. There are 
many more. 

The Hub is the perfect spot to learn more, 
start adventures, and sit on the boulders 
and benches to picnic. Behind the Hub near 
Tunnel 6’s central shaft is a 20-Mile Museum 
sign explaining its history. For a treat, take 
the trail behind the brown building to the 
top of the granite knoll for a magnifi cent 
view and another museum board explaining 
all that is seen below.

The project is an amazing confl uence 
of energy, ideas, and labor. It was paid 

GETGET
OUT&GO

TAP CALENDAR

HEAD FOR THE HILLS: A former gas station for vehicles of the Division of Highways on Old 40 marks The Lamson-
Cashion Donner Summit Hub, above, where adventure seekers can fi nd maps, plaques, brochures, and information 
boards (at right) to help guide their way. Courtesy photos

>>>

Purchase guides online or at locations listed  
on LakeTahoeWaterTrail.org

Launch/Landing Sites • Mapped Paddle Routes • Water Safety

Plan your Tahoe paddle adventure with the  
Lake Tahoe Water Trail  

Map & Access Guide

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

Create  |  Install  |  Maintain
Commercial  |  Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.

Michael R Murphy, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102 
Truckee, CA 96161  
530-587-2672

Member SIPC

Your financial partner 
throughout your life.

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com
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July 29
EDUCATION | Summer Speaker 
Series Returns In Person 
Dr. Charlie Bamforth, distinguished 
professor and globally acclaimed scientist 
at UC Davis who specializes in beer and 
brewing, highlights the next installment 
of the Summer Science Speaker Series, 
Beer: The Reason We’re Alive. Bamforth 
has been part of the brewing industry 
for over 40 years and is currently lending 
his expertise to Sierra Nevada Brewing, 
evaluating all areas of production and 
providing input to the brewery’s “highest 
quality” mission. Join Bamforth for a 
lively talk and special beer tasting in 
partnership with Alibi Ale Works. Seating 
is limited, cost is $45 and includes beer 
tasting, and advanced registration is 
required. Must be 21 to taste. 
Info: tahoe.ucdavis.edu

July 30
OUTDOORS | Go Stargazing with 
the Whole Family
Remember the fun had around the 
campfi re as a kid? The Galena Campfi re 
Program Series is all about sharing that 
experience with the family. A different 
presenter is featured each week, and 
music includes bluegrass, folk music, 
cowboy poetry, and ukulele, all taking 
place outdoors at beautiful Galena Creek 
Regional Park. There will be fun educa-
tional programs, too. The July 30 event 
features stargazing with the Astronomical 
Society of Nevada. Blankets, low-back 
chairs, bug spray, and fl ashlights are 
recommended. The programs are free, 
though donations are welcomed. Bring 
your own treats to enjoy around the 
campfi re at 8 p.m. Info: 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.; 
washoecounty.us/parks

Aug. 7 & 8
OUTDOORS | Self-Guided Art Tour
The Kings Beach Art Tour features 
20 local artists who will open their 
studios to display and sell their art in a 
safe outdoor setting. The self-guided 
studio art tour will take place from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. A list of artists, images 
of their artwork, studio addresses and 
a map of studio locations is available 
at kbarttour.com. There are seven 
studios total, all within approximately 
a 1.4-mile radius in the Kings Beach 
neighborhood and the east end of 
Tahoe Vista off of Highway 267 in 
beautiful North Lake Tahoe. Attendees 
must adhere to all current COVID-19 
guidelines. Info: kbarttour.com

Through Sept. 5
ARTS & CULTURE | Museum Tour 
Returns for Summer Season
Placer County Museums welcomes back 
the Heritage Trail Museums Tour, with 
museums throughout the county of-
fering free admission on select dates 
all summer. A total of 18 museums 
from Roseville to North Lake Tahoe are 
participating in this year’s trail tour. The 
tour will look different than previous 
years so visitors should check the Heri-
tage Trail website for dates and details. 
The popular student scavenger hunt 
also returns this year to Placer County. 
Students who will be entering fi rst 
through 12th grades in a Placer County 
school or who are homeschooled in 
the county in the fall can enter to win 
prizes, including a Samsung Galaxy 
tablet or a Kindle Fire. Info: theheritag-
etrail.blogspot.com   

CALENDAR from p. 49

SIERRA NEVADA
UNIVERSITYTAHOE

A WORLD CLASS 
EDUCATION IS 
CLOSER TO HOME 
THAN YOU THINK

Hybrid Courses - On Ground and Online

A Track Record of Student Success

Committed Expert Faculty

A Tight-Knit Institution Dedicated to 
Education and Safety for its 
Students and Community 

virtual tour: sierranevada.university-tour.com
sierranevada.edu/visit | admissions@sierranevada.edu 
999 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village, NV | 866-412-4636

VISIT OUR CAMPUS TODAY AND APPLY
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 

LIMITED ENROLLMENT

for with a Placer County grant, yet it sits in Nevada County. Designed 
by local architects, it was also built by hundreds of hours of local 
volunteer labor. It certainly merits a visit.

~ Bill Oudegeest has lived on Donner Summit for more than 40 years. A 
retired public-school teacher and administrator, he is one of the founders 
of the Donner Summit Historical Society. He composes the Donner Summit 
Heirloom newsletter, has written two books as well as pamphlets and exhibits 
on local history, leads hikes, and more.

>>>
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 When Andie Keith  
talked about opening a bookstore 

in Truckee, people thought she was 
crazy. Never mind the fact that she had 
no bookstore experience — but why, 
in the name of Amazon, would anyone 
open a bookstore in a time when actual 
books in print were a dying breed? Four 
years in, and with another new endeavor 
underway called Rock Cellar Records 
promising vinyl heaven, it’s safe to say 
the naysayers have been proven wrong.

So how does an independent bookstore 
not merely survive, but actually thrive in 
a digital world?

It’s all about the experience, says Andie.

As a matter of fact, that’s exactly what 
Harvard Business School professor Ryan 
Raffaelli concluded in his 2020 paper, 
Reinventing Retail: The Novel Resurgence 
of Independent Bookstores.

Raffaelli found that between 2009 
and 2018 independent bookstores 
proved to be “far more resilient than 
expected” with a 49% percent growth 
in the number of “indie” booksellers 
from 2009 to 2018. He advised other 
would-be indies to follow his advice in 
several areas: communicate the value of 
community and encourage customers 
to participate in a broader movement 
to shop local; compete 

primarily on experience and quality, 
not on price and inventory; establish 
the bookstore as a gathering place by 
offering events that consumers view as 
unique experiences, with events that 
cater to local tastes and the specifi c 
interests of the community; and 
contribute to (and utilize) industry data 
on emerging independent retail trends.

Andie herself might as well have written 
the book on being a successful indie 
because since 2017, she’s been doing all 
of the above.

“There’s this niche that we fi ll,” she says. 
“There’s something about a town having 
an independent bookstore that people 
are drawn to.”

On a recent Friday afternoon, the 
historic Truckee Mercantile Building that 
now houses Word After Word Books was 
bustling with folks looking for the perfect 
read. Books were slid off shelves and 
fi ngers glided over covers as would-be 
readers glanced at cover art, fi nally 
opening up books and turning pages as 
they sampled the fi rst few lines to give 
the stories a chance to reel them in.

It’s that hands-on experience that 
continues to breathe life into the 
independent bookseller market.

“When we fi rst started out, we very 
quickly realized that we couldn’t 
compete with them,” Andie says of 
the notion that Word After Word is up 
against Amazon and big box retailers like 
Barnes and Noble.

Sure, there are those who just want to 
pay the lowest price possible, but there’s 
something about strolling into your 
neighborhood bookstore, being greeted 
with a warm welcome, and having 
someone guide you to fi nd the perfect 
selection.

“We’re all book nerds,” general manager 
Tara Flanagan said with a laugh on a 
busy Friday. “People love the selection 
that we curate and that we can talk 
about the books with them.”

While they do have a team that curates 
the books, Word After Word’s customers 
often serve as its unoffi cial book buyers. 
There are countless conversations on 
a daily basis among patrons and staff 
members sharing their favorite book 
titles and recommendations. 

Over the years, through a big move 
and the pandemic, the team at Word 
After Word has found that the best way 
to serve their community is through 
relationships with their customers and 
the community. Part of their mission 
includes giving back to the community in 
the form of books for local schools, the 
library, and the senior center.

Andie is quick to admit that the driving 
force behind the success of her shop is 
the solid team that runs the show. She’s 
just happy to be a part of  it.

The experience doesn’t stop on the main 
fl oor, however. In May, just in time for 
Independent Record Store Day, Andie 
and her husband, Scott Keith, set out 

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

ON THE MOVE: After outgrowing its Donner Pass Road quarters nestled between Sweets 
Homemade Candies and Uncorked wine bar, Word After Word Books last year moved down 
the road apiece to the historic Truckee Mercantile Building along Commercial Row. Photos by 
Shannon Hunt/Word After Word Books

Keeping the old school thriving in digital days
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to fi ll yet another niche in the 
community when they launched 
Rock Cellar Records. If the 
aesthetics of the Mercantile 
building weren’t enough to give 
you that Old West feel, with its 
tin ceiling, sliding wall ladder, 
and brick walls, descend the 
stairs just inside the front door 
and you’ll really feel as though 
you’ve stepped back in time.

“This space is bigger than all 
of us in the sense that it’s got 
this really, really unique vibe to 
it,” Scott told Moonshine. “It’s 
always had a vibe. There’s a lot 
of stories that people talk about 
and don’t talk about.”

The brick- and rock-walled 
basement has a borderline 
spooky aura to it. And it should 
— there have long been ghost 
stories told of supernatural 
presence. The small back room 
where old records are cleaned 
up for resale supposedly has a 
bone encased in between the 
rocks. But today you’re more 
likely to fi nd a different sense 
of spirit down there as you step 

back in time to the days when 
vinyl ruled the airwaves.

Old music posters and 
photography from Scott’s 
personal collection adorn the 
walls. Crates on rolling tables 
line the space, fi lled with 
albums old and new. It’s an 
eclectic mix, featuring rock 
and roll from the ’60s, ’70s, 
and ’80s, and  everything from 
Van Halen and Joni Mitchell to 
TLC and the soundtrack from 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown. The collection has 
about a 50/50 split between 
new releases and albums 
they’ve acquired from people 
parting with their own personal 
collections.

“People want the music they 
listened to in their formative 
years,” Andie says. In other 
words, they want the music 
they loved growing up. They 
want that music to take them 
back to another time and place 
in their lives. Again, it’s all 
about the experience.

While books and 
records could seem 
like an unlikely marriage, the 
folks running the show think 
they’re kind of perfect for each 
other. Akin to pulling a book 
from the shelf and opening 
it to read the fi rst couple of 
pages to test it out, listening 
to a record is an experience, 
from holding the album in one’s 
hands and checking out the 
cover art to sliding the record 
from its sleeve, setting it on 
the turntable, and setting the 
needle down to hear that fi rst 
beat or chord.

“It’s just the nature of the vinyl 
itself, right? It’s more physical, 
more purposeful,” says Scott. 
“It just seems to unlock some 
powerful memories that 
streaming digitally misses out 
on. Truckee is an experiential 
place, and the music scene here 
touches everyone. We’re hoping 
that a vinyl shop like this can 
make the Truckee music scene 
even more meaningful.” 

IT CAME FROM THE CELLAR: (above) General 
manager Tara Flanagan, owner Andie Keith, and store 
manager Shelby Connelly, pictured left to right, are 
ready to help welcome customers on a musical journey 
back in time at the new Rock Cellar Records, down the 
stairs just inside Word After Word Books (left).
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Full Service Parking Lot 
& Driveway Specialists
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FREE Estimates
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T R U C K E E  D O W N T O W N
M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N  P R E S E N T S

Thank You to Our Premier Event Sponsors!

2 0 2 1 1-5PMSept 181-5PMSept 18
Stroll through downtown TRUCKEE during the 
6th Annual Art & Soul ArtWalk! Enjoy live art 
demonstrations and music while tasting and sipping 
your way through small bites, craft beer & wine. 
Tickets: $35/advance or 4 for $120.

M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N  P R E S E N T S

ONCE — A —MONTH!

5–8:30PM  •  Historic Downtown Truckee
LIVE MUSIC • FOOD COU RT • BEER GAR DEN • KIDS AC TIVITIE S

And Our Media Partners!

TruckeeThursdays.comFollow us on

Advance tickets at Historictruckee.com

SAVE
THE

DATE!

COBURN STATION

THE GHOST TOWN REBELLION

THE SEXTONES

July 15th

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

Scratch’d Anchor + Save Mart

Aug 12th

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

Sierra Adventures Vans + Landing Locals

Sept 9th

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

Alpenglow Expeditions +
Tahoe Forest Health System
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P A G EP U Z Z L E

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; each column 
must contain the number 1 
to 9; and each set of 3 by 
3 boxes must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN 
THE OPINION SECTION.

Diffi culty: Easy    

Edited by Margie E. Burke

S U D O K U

WHAT IN THE WORLD?
CAN YOU GUESS WHERE THIS IS? >>>
Email your answer to quiz@
moonshineink.com for a chance to win 
a growler with a free fi ll from Alibi Ale 
Works. Must be 21 or older to claim. 
For those under 21, the prize is one 
of Alibi’s trademark mustache pretzels 
and a nonalcoholic beverage. Correct 
responses will be entered into a drawing 
from which a winner will be randomly 
selected. Submit your guess by July 30.

LAST MONTH’S ANSWER:
Pine cone
WINNER: 
Angie Best, Truckee

Q U I Z

The Fourth of July is not the only light show this summer! Each year 
from mid-July to late August, the Earth passes through the stream of 
debris left behind by the comet Swift-Tuttle, resulting in a glittering 
display known as the Perseid meteor shower. Meteors are pieces of 
space dust that enter and burn up in the earth’s atmosphere, creating 
blazing trails of light commonly called “shooting stars.” The Perseids 
is named after the constellation Perseus, home of the shower’s radial 
point, the area from which the meteors appear to radiate outward. 

Although this is the technical center of the shower, shooting stars can appear anywhere 
in the sky. The Perseids are a particularly popular celestial event worldwide, consistently 
producing shooting stars that are brighter and more frequent than other annual 
showers. We will have excellent viewing conditions this year with the peak days — Aug.  
12 and 13 — falling shortly after the new moon on Aug. 8. The best time to view the 
Perseids is from midnight to dawn, at which time the waxing crescent moon will have 
already set, ensuring a dark sky to spy even the fainter meteors. 

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer. You can find more about her 
offerings at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at facebook.com/astronotions. 

On Aug. 2, the sun in Leo opposes Saturn in Aquarius. As the planet 
of mastery, Saturn is associated with the qualities of discipline, 
concentration, and structure. Like the rings of the planet suggest, 
Saturnian energy encourages us to tighten our belts, buckle down, 
and focus on our goals. When properly embraced, Saturn reveals the 
road to success, but does so by showing us the obstacles in our path. 
Sun-Saturn oppositions always occur when the planet is in retrograde 
motion. Astrologically speaking, retrogrades indicate an inward fl ow 

of the planetary energy. This implies that what holds us back from actualizing our goals 
is not simply the result of external conditions, but also how we choose to approach 
these hurdles. With Mercury, the planet of mind, conjunct the sun at this same time, this 
is a time to recognize how our internal self-talk shapes our attitude. Saturn opposed 
Mercury invites the question — are we mastering our minds or letting our minds be our 
masters? Leo season encourages us to show up in our full radiance, creativity, and self-
expression. At opposition with the sun, Saturn is shining his brightest, and we can most 
fully absorb these lessons by standing under his light. Get outside to better see within. 
Spend time under this giant golden planet, watching as it rises during the sunset, 
culminates in the southern sky near midnight, and sets at sunrise.  

Astrology |Astrology |

S T A R STHE By DAWN ANDREONI  |  Moonshine Ink

By Margie E. BurkeC R O S S W O R D

Brought to you by: 

ALIBI ALE WORKS
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HORSING AROUND: I hadn’t seen wild horses before I actually went looking for wild horses. This freeze frame is from a video taken with my drone of a herd of wild horses moving past 
Little Washoe Lake. Check out the full video on Instagram @wadesmedia. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Parting Shot

2001965

Roxanne Duffi eld Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

We’re here. 
We’re ready.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Roxanne Duffi eld, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

530-550-9000

When a disaster strikes, my team and I will be there. 
Backed by one of the industry’s largest catastrophe 
response teams, we’ll be ready to help when you 
need us.

NOW Hiring and Training for all positions. Call NOW!
Entrepreneurial Opportunities Available.

12177 Business Park Drive  |  Suite 9  |  Truckee
Monday - Friday  |  9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Thank you for your continued support of our business
& your effort to contain the virus in our community.

�
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Get the app!
Car Free Summer Fun in 2021!

Get the app!

Heading to North Lake 
Tahoe or Truckee?
Leave the car behind with
so many transit options to 
choose from this summer.

All Rides are FREE!
Hop on the TART bus and head to the 
beach, hit the trails, shop, dine, or go out 
and see live music in the evening. Leave 
the driving to us.

North Lake Tahoe and Truckee
Daily Regional Routes
Daily regional routes run year-round 
between Incline Village, Crystal Bay, 
Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, Tahoe City, 
Squaw Valley, Truckee, and Northstar.

Night Service
North Lake Tahoe and Truckee night 
service picks up at TART bus stops

East Shore Trail and Sand Harbor 

RTC FlexRIDE service from Reno to/
from Incline Village/Sand Harbor, Daily 
through Labor Day.

Take TART to Tunnel Creek, servicing 
the Tahoe East Shore Trail and recreation 
hub on the East Shore.

NEW TART Connect – GET THE APP!
            June 24–September 6, 2021 | 8am–Midnight   

On-demand, free curb-to-curb shuttles 
serving the North Shore of Lake Tahoe. 
Zone 1: Dollar Point, Tahoe City, 
Sunnyside, Homewood, Tahoma.

Zone 2: Brockway, Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista.
Zone 3: Incline Village, Crystal Bay.

Just tap, relax, and go! 

Truckee Dial-a-Ride
Daily door-to-door service in Truckee. 7-days a week.

Free Park and Ride Weekends July 3–Labor Day
Leave the car behind. Park at the Tahoe Truckee Unified 
School District and take free shuttles/TART to Tahoe 
City or at Northstar park at Castle Peak parking 
lots and take the free shuttles/TART to Kings Beach.
TahoeTruckeeTransit.com/Summer21. 

North Lake Tahoe Express–Reno | Truckee | Tahoe
Providing a friendly, convenient shuttle service from the 
Reno-Tahoe International Airport. Three routes include 
Incline Village, Tahoe City and Truckee. 24-hour advanced 
reservations and group discounts available. 
(833) 709-8080 | northlaketahoeexpress.com.

  

Find out more: TahoeTruckeeTransit.com/Summer21Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit

Truckee Dial-a-Ride




