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Camp earnings support our local programs for high need youth

Learn More at: bit.ly/GMCCDS

REAL ADVENTURE • CONNECTION • FUN • Resilience • PEAK EXPERIENCES

All abilities encouraged! Ages 4-17

Off-trail Hiking.  Rock Climbing.  Mountain Biking.  Nature Reflection.
Swimming in Alpine Lakes.  Games.  Whitewater Rafting.

Three Awesome Camps: Adventure, Climbing, Mountain Biking

CAMP DONNER SUMMIT
Now in our 14th Season!

www.Pacif icCrestWP.com
William Austin and John Manocchio are Registered Representatives and Investment Adviser Representatives with/and offer securities 

and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
CA Insurance #0D20353 and #0H73423. Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

Our wealth of financial expertise 

is e x pa n d i n g !

Pacific Crest Wealth welcomes
J o h n  M a n o c c h i o

 530-563-5250   
bill@pacificcrestwp.com | jcmanocchio@pacificcrestwp.com

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

Bil l  Aust in and John Manocchio

Vaccinate
Nevada County
Together we can end the pandemic.

STAY IN THE KNOW 
ON COVID-19 

VACCINES

Nevada County Public Health 
is partnering with local 
healthcare providers to 

distribute COVID-19 vaccines 
to Nevada County residents

Call 1-833-DIAL211

Together we can end the pandemic

Find a list of local 

vaccine providers online:

MyNevadaCounty.com/

GetVaccinated
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COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK

DO TELL !
Describe your ‘sit spot.’  
The concept of a ‘sit spot’ is simply a specific place in nature that you frequently 
visit. It’s a concept this author understood the value of before she knew it had  
a name. The idea is that, by rooting often in one exact place, natural elements —  
in their constant shift that is somehow still timeless — can reflect both the changes 
and the sameness in you and your life. Here, we asked people from across our 
region to describe their sit spots. 

JEREMY JENSEN, Reno
Photographer

The location of the spot doesn’t mean anything.  
If it fits I sits.

JIM CRAMER, Donner Summit  
Retired professor, Sierra Club volunteer 

I used to go often to the ski cabin at Lake Mary … 
We normally went there in the winter and everything 
was covered with snow but … occasionally we 
would go there in the summer and I’d go swimming. 
There’s a particular rock on the shore of Lake Mary 
away from the cabins which is sort of a flat place 
where you can lie out in the sun and go swimming 
and so on, so that’s kind of a special spot.

JACKELIN MCCOY, Truckee
Family support specialist at Healthy Babies of 
Nevada County

Donner Summit hike below a special tree! 

ETHAN ADAIR PARKS, Carson City 
Librarian, dog trainer

There is a spot in my old neighborhood. When I go  
back to California it’s the only place I still recognize  
or feel comfortable … It was my first taste of freedom.  
I go to remind myself what a dumb little boy I was.

JACKIE KRAMEK, Foresthill 
Server, Rocker

There’s a place called “party rock” on the Cali side of 
Heavenly and not a lot of people know about it, but it 
is a sight to see. It overlooks the whole town. You can 
see the sunrises and sunsets and that lake is so beautiful 
because the water that melts from the Sierras is like glass 
when the sun touches the water. When it sets it reflects 
all the oranges and pinks and it melts into the water. The 
environment brings a peace and a calmness. 
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Follow me

Carmen Carr
(530) 448 1643
carmen@carmencarr.com
carmencarr.com
DRE #01399136

THE TIME IS 
NOW

TO FULFILL 
YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAM! 

Experience Truckee & Lake Tahoe 
Real Estate at a higher level 

Experience Truckee & Lake Tahoe 
Real Estate at a higher level 

9932 Donner  Pass Rd .  Tr uckee.  C A .  96161
530.536.5 400 |  w w w.lo r ienpowers .com

UNIQUE SUSTA INABLE
HANDCR AF TED JE WELRY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands

Ethically Sourced Gems
MONTANA SAPPHIRESMONTANA SAPPHIRES
Ethically Sourced Gems
MONTANA SAPPHIRESMONTANA SAPPHIRES

Featuring

LORIEN 
POWERS
Studio JewElry

MONTANA SAPPHIRES

Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

Bear
with us.

We’re all 
wearing these 
masks up over 

our snouts.

 BE KIND | BE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St. , Tahoe City CA 530-583-8551

christyhill.com

 EARTH TO TABLE
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If you’d asked if I wanted to 
“hop on Zoom real quick” 
prior to March 2020, I 
would’ve answered, “Is that 
a Mazda reference?” (Zoom, 
zoom — get it?)

Now, of course, I practically 
have a PhD in the video 
conferencing software; a 
bachelor’s at the very least. 
2020 made me that way: I 
spent a lot of time chatting 
in meetings and interviews 
and tuning into town halls 
over Zoom.

(By the way, when I write 
‘Zoom,’ apply it to all video 
software. Chalk it up to 
brevity, but it definitely 
became Alex Hoeft’s Most 
Used Verb and Noun of 
2020™.)

All fun and games, but 
really (and Zoom fatigue 
aside) the platform has kept 
humans in touch over a year 
of physical distancing. Pew 
Research Center reported 
last December that 81% of 
employed adults working 
from home all or most of 
the time used video calling.

Moonshine Ink certainly 
falls into that camp. I’m 
incredibly proud that our 
small-but-mighty newspaper 
has managed to publish a 
full year of print editions 
and ramping up online 
reporting from the comfort 
of each of our own homes. 
A lot of that is thanks to 
constant communication 
through Zoom (to be fair, 
WhatsApp messaging played 
a big role, too).

We’ve also hosted six com-
munity conversations, Tahoe 
Talks, using the platform. 
There’s no way we could’ve 
gotten the same amount 
and clout of people in the 
same room at the same 
time if Zoom wasn’t on the 
table. Check out our April 5 
installment that is all about 
the local economy, titled “If 
Not Tourism, Then What,” 
online at moonshineink.
com/tahoe-talks.

Local governments have 
grabbed Zoom by the horns, 
too. Consider what Placer 
County Supervisor Cindy 
Gustafson mentioned to 
me recently: “One of the 
benefits of Covid is it’s 
easier to conduct and host 
public workshops or town 
halls because you can do 
it virtually. We’re getting a 
lot of engagement through 
these processes where 
people can stay home and 
comment and question 

versus actually [going] 
somewhere to a public 
meeting.” (Participation cer-
tainly came into play during 
recent Truckee town council 
meetings about accessory 
dwelling units, p. 11.)

I’ll admit, the feeling of 
being part of a standing-
room-only crowd at a public 
meeting and the emotion 
that comes with it is 
somewhat lessened over the 
tech-waves. In a February 
2020 Seattle City Council 
meeting, for example, 
residents actually stood up 
and sung a ballad protesting 
a new apartment building 
during public comment. 
That’s the power of the 
people right there. Internet 
lag, mute buttons, and other 
obstacles common to virtual 
meetings would certainly 
have taken a bite out of 
such camaraderie. 

In the future, I’m sure 
we’ll see a healthy mix of 
the folks both actually at 
meetings and lurking in the 
wings. But let’s give credit 
where it’s due: The Zoom 
revolution has allowed 
community members to 
participate more easily in 
local government meetings.

Here’s to a platform that 
made a lot of jobs and 
public processes possible in 
spite of a global pandemic. 
Zoom, zoom. 

ON THE COVER: ON THE MARCH

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “Gilbert Blythe” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Juliana “Han Solo” Demarest
(juliana@moonshineink.com)

DIGITAL CONTENT EDITOR
Becca “Strider” Loux
(becca@moonshineink.com)

NEWS REPORTER
Alex “Legolas Greenleaf“ Hoeft
(alex@moonshineink.com)

COPY EDITOR
Nina “Alec Ramsay” Miller
(nina@moonshineink.com)

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Alex Hoeft
Sarah “Indiana Jones“ Miller
(sarah@moonshineink.com)

PHOTOGRAPHER
Wade “Helga” Snider
(wade@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
Scott “The Bionic Woman” Robinson

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Dawn Andreoni, Liz Bowling, Bill Dietz, Pat 
DIllon, Gabby Dodd, Kara Fox, Linda Lindsay, 
Holly Verbeck, Elizabeth White

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
Who was your top fictional character crush growing up?

Year of the Zoom

ABOUT THE PHOTO  
Jeremy Jones and his family join a Truckee 
climate march in September 2019. 
Protecting winter and the environment is 
a family affair for the Joneses. See more, 
p. 23.

ABOUT THE ARTIST  
Tahoe City-based photographer Ming 
Poon, with a globetrotting body 
of work, aims to inspire others to 
explore nature and their comfort zone. 
mingpoonphotography.com.

REPORTER’S NOTE
By Alex Hoeft
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the 
second Thursday of each month. Opinions 
and conclusions expressed are those of 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at 
moonshineink.com/contribute. For advertising 
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper.

Issue Deadline

May 13 – June 9 30 April 
June 10 – July 7 28 May 
July 8 – August 11 24 June

These are the drop-dead deadlines. 
However, if you want your submission 
considered, please send it in early.  
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

HOLLY VERBECK owns heychef.com, 
Truckee/Tahoe’s premier chef staffing 
company she founded in 1997 to create in-
home entertaining that’s personal, distinctive, 
and effortless for hosts who want to be a 
guest at their own party. She also helps chefs 
across the nation start and run their own 
independent businesses. She guest-writes 
this month’s Soul Kitchen, p. 41.

NEWS

11  |  Your Short-Term Days Are Over

A plan to secure more workforce housing by the Town of Truckee brings 

grief to existing households who depend on short-term rental income. 

23  |  Stewardship Superstars

Five community stalwarts, for whom the environment is ingrained  

into their being, are hard at work. They invite all to join.

F E AT U R E S

M O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R S

8  |  Why Donate to a Business?

Ed Miller considers fundraising 

campaigns of local media

H O M E  F R O N T 

37  |  Market Watch

38  |  Space it Up!

Natural ways to deter ants from 

invading this spring

M O U N T A I N  L I F E

39  |  Wandering Natives

The humbling hills

48  |  Feel Good

Preparing teens for the real world

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S 

42  |  Practical Wellness

The Dirty Dozen and the Clean Fifteen

S O U L  K I T C H E N

41  |  The Chef’s Secret Weapon

Making infused oils at home

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E

43  |  Artistry in the Air

Airport art is a movement all its own

T A P  C A L E N D A R

45  |  What’s Happening? 

Featured community events  

and announcements

46  |  Covid Memorial

Honoring those lost in Nevada County 

Y O U R  C A N V A S

50  |  Puzzle Page

Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;  

a challenge

51  |  Parting Shot

Nature’s Course

N E W S

15  |  Las Superheroínas de Covid-19

Meet Sierra Community House’s 

promotoras, warriors of the pandemic.

18  |  You Asked. They Answered. 

What’s going into the old CHP building; 

bobcats abound on social media

20  |  News Briefs 

A local firefighter is lost; STR ordinance 

update; TART spring service; more

22  |  In the Past

The thwarted history of Tahoe  

Vista’s madam

27  |  Business Briefs

Tahoma Market & Deli reopens; Vail 

announces Epic Pass discounts; Plumas 

Bank acquires Bank of Feather River; more

32  |  Think Local

What, what? Avoid fast fashion by thrift 

shopping; local loan program saved the 

day during Covid; and stellar secondhand 

finds 

O P I N I O N

4  |  Do Tell

Describe your ‘sit spot.’ 

6  |  Editor’s Note

Year of the Zoom

29  |  Readers Reflect

In response to county, TRPA, Truckee 

STR ordinance coverage

30  |  My Shot
New Moon Natural Foods’ Billy Griffin 
gives newcomers the lowdown on ‘how 
not to be an invasive species’ in Tahoe. 

31  |  My Shot
Is Truckee’s new STR ordinance fair? 

N I P  5V I N T A G E  1 9

MEAL PREP: Tahoe Truckee Unified School District students following the culinary arts pathway 
set themselves up for successful entry into the field, whether they pursue higher education or 
a career in that sector following high school graduation. Learn about this and the other Career 
Technical Education Pathways on p. 48. Courtesy photo

MIKE ENGLISH is celebrating six years as 
Moonshine’s cartoonist. He takes ideas and 
concepts the editorial board wants to focus 
on, translating them into the “shallow, ill-
conceived, childish scratchings” (his words) 
you see monthly. Despite his violating a 
pledge to never contribute to a publication 
that would have him as a contributor, here 
we are ...

ELIZABETH WHITE moved to Truckee from 
Indiana in order to play in the mountains 
year-round and study journalism at Sierra 
Nevada University. Her passions include 
political and social activism, writing, and of 
course making powdery turns in the snow 
whenever she can get away from her desk! 
She shares her humbling Tahoe Rim Trail  
tale on p. 39.

A lonely groan echoes its way through 
the cavernous void of a basement 
at MOONSHINE INK WORLD 
HEADQUARTERS. A cry from the furnace 
yearning for the warmth of a winter’s day. 
Memories of the footsteps above. Laughter 
of spit-balling Shine Ons. Smell of the 
midnight oil. Crumbs from Eve Quesnel’s 
delicious snacks. Praying to burn again.

48
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Like everyone else 
on the planet and 
in our community, 
I’ve been affected 
by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Life as 
a full-time Tahoe 
resident is not the 
same, but compared 
to friends and family 
in other locales, my 
life is certainly not as 

difficult. I can still walk our dog outside and enjoy 
the spectacular place I have called home since 
1976. Yet, the pleasures of living at Tahoe do not 
immunize me (pun intended), from the suffering 
that I see throughout the world and here in our 
community — friends losing their jobs and homes, 

businesses closing, and people moving away due 
to the high cost of living. I am saddened by these 
losses. 

I divide my time between owning a small business, 
Wild West Communications Group, with my wife, 
Lolly, and two public offices that I hold, board 
president of Meeks Bay Fire District and chair of 
the El Dorado County Civil Service Commission. 
Sure, our business has lost clients. Contracts 
we have had for decades are gone. Our income 
has dropped radically, and other than using less 
gasoline, expenses have stayed the same. 

This brings me to the subject of this essay. 

Some time ago, my favorite local publication, 
Moonshine Ink, asked for financial support from 
the community. Similar pleas from The Weekly soon 

followed, and even the larger, corporate-owned 
Sierra Sun. My knee-jerk reaction was, “These are 
businesses, not charities or nonprofits, and busi-
nesses have their financial ups and downs. Why 
should folks who are having financial problems of 
their own donate to a privately owned business? 
I’ve never asked the community for financial 
support for my own. When you open a business, 
you take a chance.” 

These periodicals are not faceless entities to me. 
I have known Moonshine Ink publisher Mayumi 
Elegado since the publication’s inception. I’ve 
known publisher Katherine Hill long before she 
purchased The Weekly, I have worked with the 
Sierra Sun/Tahoe World for decades as well. 

But still, business is business, right? I continued 
to ruminate over this issue for some time.  

WHY DONATE TO A BUSINESS LIKE MOONSHINE?

Membership 
Update

MEMBER

shine
MOONSHINE INK

BY ED MILLER

MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

Tanya Africa
Doug & Pat Allen
Eddy Ancinas
(Anonymous Donor)
Kerry Andras
Elizabeth Archer
Paul & Alice Arthur
Eve & Roger Auch
Maxwell L. Bailey
Paul Barna
Ellie Beals
Daniel Beringer
Jean Bertrand
Candy Blesse
Mary Blocher
Jennifer Bloomfield
John & Dagny Borcich
Virginia Boucher
Barbara Boyce
Beth Bradford
Kim Bradley
(Anonymous Donor)
Karen Bradshaw
Lucila Bratt
Melissa Brendt
Hailey Brewer
Carla Brown
Laura Brown
Pete Bucter
Tara Buffington
David Bunker
Coralie Burgess
Dale & Joan Bush
Scott Cadagan
Stacy Caldwell
Valeria & George Cano
Jen Carlile
The Carr Sick Family
Chris & Kevin Carroll
Jamie Casey
Mark Charney
Megan Chillemi
(Anonymous Donor)
Mitch Clarin
James Colbert
Michele Coleman
Brent Collinson
Nanette Cronk
Peter Crosby
Breeze & Sue Cross
Mary & Paul Cushing
Barbara Czerwinski
Courtney Dabney
Colleen Dalton
Gayle Dana
Marsha Demarest
(Anonymous Donor)
Judy DePuy
Jack & Lynda Detling
Drew Deurlington
Bret Dezordo
Seana Doherty
Brian & Joy Doyle
Kevin Drake
Sara Dube
Dennis & Leslie Dugger
James Easterbrook
Susane Eaton

Ingrid Eccles
Tom & Deb Echenique
Valerie Elder
Jen Ellermeyer
Lois Ermak
Vivian Euzent
Michael Eyton-lloyd
Trevor Fagerskog
Chris Fajkos
Shannon Falker
David Fenimore
Michele Finch
Christa Finn
Julia Flaherty-Lawrence
Wendy Floersch
Patrick Flora
Carolyn Fox
Kay Fox
Kathy Freeman
Sharon & David Freeman
Judy Friedman
Chris Gallagher
Isabelle Geiger
Lynn Gibson
Rolf Godon
Danny & Anne Goeschl
Christine Gordon
Mike Gorman
Pat Gregor
Gail Griesmer
Timea & Scott Griset
Arthur Grossman
Ron Grove
(Anonymous Donor)
Ruth Hall
Emily & Dean Headley
Judy Hemingway
Deirdre Henderson
Ralph Hendrix
Cody Hess
Kathy Hess-Slocum
Randy Hill
John Hillstrom
Pam & Tom Hobday
Cherrill Hoeft
Kendra Hoeft
Jan Holan
Brandon Howerton
Jake & Lauren Hudson
Stephanie Huntingdale
Ellen & Donald Hyatt
Fred Ilfeld
Sue Rae Irelan
Hugh Jass
Cynthia Jennerwein
Joan Jones
Otis & Virginia Kantz
Jack Kashtan
Dan Kates
Charles Kellermyer
(Anonymous Donor)
Jessica Kenny
Jenni Kestler
Kathy King
David Kirsch
Anna Klovstad
Walter Knoepfel
Jennifer Knox

Lis Korb Larson
Nick Kosla
Jon Krauss
Arden Kremer
Larry Lapkin
Gaylan & Lynne Larson
Mindi Leffler
(Anonymous Donor)
Michael Linnett
Susi Lippuner
(Anonymous Donor)
Marc Loomis
Patricia Lopez
David Lougee
Tim Lucas
Andre Luthard
Bob & Kim Lynn
Sally Lyon
Laura Mader
Reina Markheim
(Anonymous Donor)
Kathlee Martin
Tom Deurloo & Mary 
Hetherington
Julie & Dave Maurer-Schotzko
P Tanzy Maxfield
(Anonymous Donor)
Robert & Brady McClintock
Shirley McCulloch
Carol Meagher
Shana, Nate, & Daisy Melen 
Berger
David Metres
Megan Michelson
Annaliese Miller
Lettie M. Miller
Robert Miller
Richard & Ronda Miner
Walter Mirczak
Marisa Mirviss
Tony Hardy & Molly Stuart
Dennis Moore
Mike Murphy
Jane Newhard-Parks
Cynthia Noble
Elena Nyhan
Rob O’Keefe
Crystal Obregon
Steve & Sally Osborn
John & Diane Pang
Heather Payne
(Anonymous Donor)
Natalie Pecoraro
Suzanne Peipher
Christopher Peterson
Dave Polivy
Steven Poncelet
Wayne Poulsen
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
John Radebold
Laurel & Paul Raymore
Leighton Raynor
Laura Read
(Anonymous Donor)
Peggy Ricketts
Tom & Teri Rinne
Jose Rivero

Katherine & Neil Rodriguez
Mike Rogers
Kathryn Rohlf
David Rothman
Linda Russon
Barbara Ryan
Sue Sage
Jim and Danielle Sakamoto
Eric & Kelley Sandel
Anthony Saraceno
Sage Sauerbrey
Dean Schaecher
Andrea Schaffer
Chuck & Arleen Schaller
Jennifer Schaller
Kurt Schmitz
Andy Schwartz
Alison Schwedner
Justin Seago
Lauren Shearer
Wendy Shelton
(Anonymous Donor)
Janae Smith
Laurel Spivock
Greg Stach
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
Kim Stewart
Alex Stodtmeister
(Anonymous Donor)
Thomas & Carla Stokes
Wendy Sumner
Arthur Takaki & Brita Tryggvi
Stefan Tampe
Christina Temple
William Thauvette
Kristi & Chris Thompson
Steven Thompson
Ed & Janet Thorp
David Tirman
Katharina Tonett
Margery Tonna
Michael Turner
Katharine Veni
Terri Viehmann
Emily Vitas
Maria VonDerAhe Harrison
Linda Welch
Laura Whittall
Alonzo Wickers
Carol Wilson
(Anonymous Donor)
Karen Witt
Laurie Woods
Jennifer & Todd Zaayer
Katie Zanto
Anna Zara
Bonnie Zellers
David Zimmerman
Dave Zook
William & Diane Zuendt
Id.3 Interior Design
Stefan Bolka

SUSTAINER $120+ annually

WARRIOR$600+ annually

Jeff Dalton
Roxanne Duffield
Kathleen Eagan & James Duffy
Mike & Pam English
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Steven Jolly
Stefanie Olivieri
Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs

Graham Powell

The Rayfield Family

Ryan Group Architects

Rick Stephens

Kenneth & Lynne Weakley

Michael Witherspoon

Lois Zell

Lisa Ascher
Walter Auerbach
Tom Ballou
Alison Bermant
Cedar Glen Lodge
Sierra College
Ruth Cross
Gary Davis
Kristi Denton Cohen
Ann Diemer
Jessie Eastman
Dan Haas
Jon Hartung
(Anonymous Donor) 
Gretchen Corbin & KC 
Seymour
Andie Keith
(Anonymous Donor) 

Christopher Kohlhardt
Lisa Laliotis
Laurel & Tom Lippert
Dale Livezey
Jeff Loux
Kerry Loux
(Anonymous Donor) 
Mike Richardson
Clay & Lori Richey
Andrew Ryan
Laura & Mike Ryan
Scott Ryan
Chris Ryman
M.C. Sabarese 
Jimmy Self
Kathryn Shaffer
Ian Simmons
Georgia Smith

Lee & Teri Smith
Heather Solomon
Tahoe Truckee Sierra 
Disposal
Jeanette & Andrew 
Terry
In memory of René 
Kaldunski
Nelson & Edna Van 
Gundy
Kimberly Warren
Tom Watson
Jennifer Wayman
Jane Weeks
Brian Wright
Jan & Louise Zabriskie

HERO$1,200+ annually

Heather Boger     Ernest Grossman     Steve Teshara

GUARDIAN$300+ annually

Edy Klang

ONE-TIME March 6 – April 2
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I thought about the poten-
tial consequences of losing 
these local media outlets 
as many other businesses 
have disappeared during 
the pandemic.

The answer became 
clear. I strongly feel that 
our region would not be 
the same without these 
publications. Quality 
media is the sign of a 
vibrant community. Plain 
and simple, this industry is 
more than a business, it’s a 
public service. 

Moonshine has filled a 
niche and a need in our 
community. The monthly 
format allows for more 
in-depth, investigative 
reporting on issues 
habitually bypassed by the 
weeklies. Yes, the articles 
are often controversial, but 
on numerous occasions, 
as their name implies, 
they have illuminated 
aspects of our community 
that needed exposure. 
Frequently, articles have 
had measurable results, 
and even spurred other 
publications to pay atten-
tion to previously ignored 
topics. 

Moonshine also gives local artists, writers, photographers, and others an outlet for their various 
disciplines, and shows us what our neighbors are doing. This is especially appreciated during 
the pandemic when many are isolated and feeling disconnected. 

Over my decades of full-time residence, I have seen the launch of numerous “independent” 
publications here at Tahoe/Truckee. Moonshine Ink is in a class of its own. It has prevailed 
where others have failed and continues to make its mark. I encourage you to support it. 
Subscribe, advertise, and yes, donate if you can. The result will be a better place to live. 

VILLAGE VOICE: Ed Miller and his wife, Lolly, found Lake Tahoe in 1976 after a 
4-month road trip. They have been here ever since, often seen with an Alaskan 
Malamute, such as Rubi here. Courtesy photo

G O T  Y O U  D O W N ?
C A B I N  F E V E R

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  T A H O E B I G Y E A R . O R G

Join this year-long birding scavenger hunt and help your mind, 

body, and soul in the process. It’s free and open to anyone,

but TINS members are eligible for some awesome prizes.

Get outside and 
try birding with 
the Tahoe Big Year
hosted by the 
Tahoe Institute
for Natural Science.

Join this year-long birding scavenger hunt and help your mind, 

 birding with 
Tahoe Big YearTahoe Big YearTahoe Big YearTahoe Big Year

hosted by the 
Tahoe Institute
for Natural Science.for Natural Science.

hosted by the 
Tahoe Institute
for Natural Science.
Tahoe Institute
for Natural Science.

Ta
ho

e Int
egrative Veterinary CareAsk about exercises and 

techniques to prevent injury 
before it happens!

FITNESS IS COOL

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee

530-582-1133
T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

P.O. Box 3519, Truckee CA, 96160 | 530.582.0338

• Landscaping 

• Yard Clean-Up

• Maintenance 

• Housecleaning

P.O. Box 3519, Truckee CA, 96160 | 530.582.0338

Our team is working, while adhering to the CDC guidelines.

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER
letitsnowinc@gmail.com
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Weigh in on Covid-19 Vaccines
One of our goals on moonshineink.com is to create more 
interactivity, and lately, we’ve been wanting to hear from you 
directly on our site. Right now, it’s all about vaccinations. 

Take our anonymous, three-question quiz about your experiences and 
opinions about the currently available Covid-19 vaccines. 

Visit moonshineink.com/survey/vaccinations-in-tahoe
or click the box below the featured articles  

on our home page to weigh in.

NEWS

Clubhouse Goes Private,
Expires Lease on Neighborhood 

Daycare Program
The Glenshire Devonshire Residents Association is pulling the 
plug on tenant leases in its clubhouse, limiting access to associa-
tion members and their guests. The decision affects Play Date, 
a daycare program that partly operates out of the building, and 
Town Church Truckee — both of which up until recently offered 
services to the general public.

The choice to discontinue clubhouse use for the two tenants was 
made by the association board, which maintains that there’s a 
laundry list of contributing reasons: insurance cost and coverage, 
association staff time cost, and ADA accessibility being the key 
points.

Full story at 
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/clubhouse-goes-private

Published March 18
By Alex Hoeft

The congestion clogging up the Tahoe Basin 
last summer didn’t come out of left field. 
The very same challenges that had touched 
locals’ lives before — traffic, parking, trash 
and litter, housing availability — are staples 
in tourism-centered towns across the globe, 
surely, and definitely around the lake.

“These are issues that we all know and have 
been working on for quite some time,” said Erin Casey, principal management 
analyst at Placer County’s Tahoe office. “But I think the tolerance for it was much 
less than it had been previously.”

Full story at 
moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/frustrations-with-tourism-impacts

Placer County Brings 
Frustrations with Tourism 
Impacts to the Forefront

Published March 23 
By Alex Hoeft

Published March 18
By Lindsay Simon

In case you are unaware, 
there is a mental health crisis 
happening right now. Barriers 
to accessing mental health 
services were already preva-
lent prior to Covid-19. The 
pandemic has only exacer-
bated this problem, while 
simultaneously leading to 
greater need and demand for mental health services. As a result, many people who 
could benefit from various forms of therapy are not able to access them, at least 
not in a timely or budget-friendly fashion. Lindsay Simon shares skills to help you 
cope with low or negative mood states that you might be experiencing right now.

Full story at moonshineink.com/mountain-life/feeling-fragile

Feeling Fragile?

Published April 8
By Mayumi Elegado

About a third of Americans 
are not convinced of the 
safety and efficacy of the 
Covid-19 vaccine. In this 
special Q&A, we round up concerns that some locals have, and 
Washoe County Health Officer Kevin Dick addresses them.  

Full story at 

moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/washoe-vaccine-Q-A

Washoe 
County on 

Vaccine Safety
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Your 
Short-Term
Days Are
Over

PAIR OF SUPERHOSTS: Janet and Mark Brady have rented out their Donner Lake accessory 
dwelling unit since the late ’90s, “before Airbnb was even a thing,” Janet said. “… We all love 
the flexibility of not having someone underfoot 24/7.” Pictured behind the Bradys are recent 
visitors utilizing the ADU.  

See SHORT-TERM ADU p. 12

Tr u c k e e ’ s  n e w  A D U  o r d i n a n c e 
h u r t s  h o m e o w n e r s  d e p e n d e n t  
o n  s h o r t - t e r m  r e n t a l  i n c o m e ; 
t o w n  m a i n t a i n s  g o a l  o f 
i n c r e a s i n g  l o n g - t e r m  h o u s i n g

A fter 36 years living in the area, 
Janet and Mark Brady are Tahoe/

Truckee veterans.

Veterans in the local business sphere 
— Janet operates her own jewelry 
store; veterans in the school district 
as Mark approaches his 36th year 
of teaching, and his 20th at Truckee 
High School.

They’re veterans in the vacation-
renting game, too, Janet Brady 
reckons; they started renting out a 
room in their house across the street 
from Donner Lake back in 1996/97, 
a couple of years after they’d finished 
building the place.

“We always called it the ‘mother-in-law 
unit’ because we built it in case our 
parents ever needed care and couldn’t 
live independently anymore,” Brady 
told Moonshine Ink. Instead of hous-
ing their parents, the Bradys hosted 
numerous family friends for a few 
days here and there in the extra room, 
which includes its own bathroom, 
kitchen, and separate entrance.

When Airbnb hit the market, the 
Bradys were early adopters and listed 
their unit on the rental platform. 
Though they never planned on 
renting out the extra space to serve 
as substantial income, they’ve come 
to rely on the money flowing in each 
month, most of it via Airbnb. When 
required, the couple registered the 

unit as a short-term rental with the 
Town of Truckee, paid the appropriate 
Transient Occupancy Tax amounts 
each year, and followed the orders 
to shut down services during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The $5,000 to 
$7,000 they earn monthly from the 
unit is going toward paying their son’s 
significant college tuition as well as 
into a retirement fund.

It’s been a useful addition to the 
Bradys’ house and lives.

Their veteranship was shaken, however, 
with an email Janet Brady received on 
Feb. 18. It was in response to her STR 
application that she had filed with the 
Town of Truckee.

“We looked into the accessory dwell-
ing unit that was proposed for the 
short-term rental and unfortunately 
the space is not permitted from 
our building records,” wrote Rosie 
Johnson, administrative analyst at 
the town. “… We are unfortunately 
unable to approve the application for 
the space to be short-term rented. We 
ask that you do not list the space as a 
short-term rental and to please remove 
the listings for this property. Failure to 
do so will result in a violation.”

Mother-in-law units (or granny flats or 
backyard cottages) are formally known 
as accessory dwelling units, or ADUs, 
and include their own cooking and 
sanitation facilities.

The seemingly sudden disallowance of 
the Bradys to short-term rent comes 
from a 16-month-old development 
code update that prohibits ADUs and 
Junior ADUs not permitted prior to 
Jan. 1, 2020 from being rented out 
fewer than 31 consecutive days. 

It’s an echo of recent state law to relax 
requirements on ADUs in an effort to 
address the raging housing crisis across 
California. The idea is to increase their 
numbers but slate them for long-term 
rentals. But also within the new rules 
was a choice given to jurisdictions 
whether or not they want to allow 
illegal ADU operators to come into 
compliance and continue short-term 
renting.

Truckee’s town council voted Jan. 26 
against such an amnesty program, 
opting instead for an incentive path 
to encourage both new ADUs and 
currently existing unpermitted ones 
to become legal, future long-term 
housing options.

“The whole reason the state is encour-
aging and allowing flexibility to create 
these ADUs is to provide a solution 
for long-term housing for California 
residents,” explained Jaime LaChance, 
senior planner at the town. “It’s not 
necessarily so people who already 
own a home can make more money 
off of that. It’s because the state has 
declared we are in a housing crisis.”

ADUs that have acquired or will 
acquire a building permit after Jan. 1, 
2020 may still be rented out once fully 
compliant but only long-term. 

The action happened after years, 
decades even, of ADUs like the 
Bradys’ operating unpermitted. It’s the 
same with the ADU in Tal and Sara 
Fletcher’s Truckee home, which has 
been around since 1999. Tal Fletcher 
purchased the home in 2003 and has 
housed both long- and short-term 
renters in the additional space above 
the garage ever since.

“The building is safe and legal,      
everything’s built to code, we’re totally 
legitimate,” he said. “If we’re off on 
one tiny little permit, give us a time 
period to come into compliance … But 
don’t just cut us off. This has turned 
into … a really important third income 
for us that allows us to continue to be 
locals in Truckee, raising a kid who’s 
going to graduate from Truckee High 
in 15 years. We’re long-term locals, 
too, and it’s going to hurt us.”

And so, a plan to secure more work-
force housing by the town brings grief 
to existing households who depend on 
short-term rental income. This issue 
perfectly illustrates the complexities of 
a community facing a housing crisis, 
showing, as the old adage says, the 
devil is in the details.
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Laying down the law

Truckee’s ADU ordinance was most 
recently updated and became effective 
on Jan. 7, 2021. The path to meet those 
updates had several interim steps. In 
December 2019 and in response to 
state law changes, Truckee amended 
its development code with emergency 
ordinance 2019-10, which included a 
ban of short-term renting ADUs not 
permitted prior to Jan. 1, 2020. 

But there was no targeted push 
to inform residents about the rule 
change until STRs in general received 
increased attention during Covid-
19’s summer 2020 tourist flare. At 
that point, staff took a hard look at 
town guidelines. Both Truckee’s STR 
and ADU ordinances were updated 
in 2020 — the STR one ultimately 
passed in October, the ADU ordi-
nance on Dec. 8. 

The local laws followed in the wake 
of significant state adjustments to 
ADU law to quell the state’s housing 
crisis. Assembly Bill 68 made the 
permitting process faster; AB 670 
prohibits homeowners associations 
from banning or restricting ADUs 

(with the idea coming from the Town 
of Truckee, mind you); and AB 3182 
requires automatic approval of ADU 
creation by local agencies after 60 
days, to name only a few.

Greg Nickless is a housing policy spe-
cialist for the California Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) and said of 
the ADU update, “It has helped 
immensely, to the tune of thousands 
and thousands of housing units 
through ADUs.”

Yet, interpreting the state law has 
caused a bit of confusion. LaChance 
at the Town of Truckee said that 
ambiguity and unanswered ques-
tions inherent in the ADU bills have 
plagued implementation.

“To be very honest, the state legisla-
tion is not very well written; it’s being 
interpreted differently pretty much 
in every jurisdiction throughout the 
state,” she said.

Neither El Dorado nor Placer counties 
allow the short-term rental of ADUs 
while Nevada County prohibits such 
units operating as STRs unless associ-
ated with agritourism or within the 
Soda Springs Rural Center. (Over in 

Nevada’s Washoe County, ADUs may 
be short-term rented.)

Nickless didn’t deny the potential for 
confusion, pointing out that if each 
of the 539 cities and counties across 
the state chooses to enact an ADU 
ordinance beyond the standard state 
law, that’s the potential for 539 differ-
ent interpretations.

“What law is not that way?” he asked. 
“Pick a law that’s not that way; it’s 
interpreted one way or another. Every 
time we think we have heard every 
scenario, we get three more later in 
the day. Everyone’s thinking about, 
‘How can I do this?’ … Sometimes it 
might work and sometimes, no, it’s not 
the intent of the law, that’s not what 
the law allowed.”

Jurisdictions can have the HCD 
review their draft ADU ordinances 
before bringing it to city councils or 
boards of supervisors, though it’s not 
required. The Town of Truckee did not 
provide a draft to the HCD in advance 
of the Jan. 7 update, though recom-
mendations from the department on 
a previous statute were incorporated. 
Once an ordinance is adopted, the city 
or county must submit a copy to the 
HCD within 60 days.

However, department staff doesn’t 
have the time nor manpower to review 
and verify that every jurisdiction 
interprets the law correctly. “We pick 
those ordinances up when we have it 
reported to us that there are noncom-
pliance issues,” Nickless said.

If an ADU ordinance is found to be 
out of alignment with state law by the 
HCD, the department will issue its 
findings to the owning jurisdiction, 
which then has 30 days to respond.

“If they don’t or it’s not satisfactory — 
they don’t make revisions or explain 
why they think their ordinance is in 
compliance — we are allowed to then 
submit that complaint to the state’s 
attorney general,” Nickless said. 
“[But] we want to avoid that.”

Nickless tapped Truckee’s ordinance 
for review after a phone call with Janet 
Brady, curious about her concerns. As 
of press deadline, Nickless confirmed 
that the HCD had an older version 
of the town’s ADU ordinance on file, 
one from December 2019. Based on 
the Jan. 7, 2021 date of the ordinance 
update, the town should have submit-
ted its latest version by March 8.

LaChance at the town informed 
Moonshine Ink that staff has a separate 
point of contact with whom they’ve 
been coordinating with regarding the 
updated ordinance.

Last fall, seeing the writing on the 
wall, the Bradys reached out to JRG 
Attorneys at Law to review the town’s 
proposed change. In a Sept. 22, 2020 
letter on behalf of the Bradys to the 
town council, attorney Jason Retterer 
asserted five reasons to stall the deci-
sion: supervised ADUs are the most 
ideal type of STRs; ADUs do preserve 
local workforce housing; travelers 
are seeking STRs during Covid-19; 
the ADU prohibition is arbitrarily 
singling out one type of STR; and that 

SHORT-TERM ADU from p. 11
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NO LONG-TERM VACANCY: 
Tal and Sara Fletcher previously 
leased their ADU to long-term 
renters. But with the amount 
of storage space needed for 
their lifestyles, they can’t 
accommodate another person 
living full-time in the space 
above their garage.
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the decision was a violation of equal 
protection.

“The 14th Amendment provides that 
no state shall ‘deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws,’” the letter stated 
in part. “... Allowing those who own 
single family homes the ability to STR 
while also prohibiting ADU owners 
those same rights without presenting 
any data or research to back up the 
decision is a constitutional violation.”

When Moonshine Ink asked the town 
about this specific concern, the agency 
issued a joint response written by 
LaChance; Seana Doherty, the town’s 
housing program manager; and Hilary 
Hobbs, management analyst at the town. 

“The town is confident that enforce-
ment of STR regulations is not an 
equal protection violation. The equal 
protection clause addresses individu-
als being treated differently because 
they are a member of a protected 
class (e.g., race or gender), and does 
not cover ADU ownership,” the 
statement reads. “Regulating land use 
is clearly within the town’s purview. 
Jurisdictions throughout California 
enforce regulations on short-term 
renting, including short-term renting 
of accessory dwelling units.”

Communication is key

In addition to the town choosing to 
forego a grace period for unpermitted 
ADUs, pain-points for these unit 
owners center around two other main 
themes: The town never outrightly 
required the permitting of ADUs 
before, and the wrong STRs are being 
targeted.

“The town granted us our TOT certifi-
cate, our short-term rental certificate, 
and has been happily taking our 
money for years,” Brady said. “That’s 
what’s frustrating.”

Regardless of what seemed allowable 
by the town, unpermitted ADUs were 
always illegal to operate. Doherty 
offered an explanation of why things 

have now changed: The right depart-
ments are finally talking to each other.

“[Previously], you could come to the 
Town of Truckee and go through the 
administrative department and register 
your short-term rental and there was 
no deep dive into ‘You’re saying you’re 
renting four rooms, but your house 
is only permitted for three rooms 
…’” Doherty said. “Now the planning 
department and building department 
and the short-term rental team are talk-
ing to each other to make sure that we 
don’t end up with additional impacts 
by creating a short-term rental that 
is trying to rent to six people, but the 
design of that house was only for three 
bedrooms and two parking spots.”

Establishing Jan. 1, 2020 as the do-or-
die date came from the bundle of state 
ADU bills passed in the fall of 2019 
that became effective with the new 
year. These bills required ADU rentals 
to be for a term longer than 30 days; 
thus Jan. 1 became point of reference.

But as state laws go, agencies can 
interpret leniency from there. 

“It’s up to each city and county 
to establish whether they want 
to restrict short-term rentals,” 
Nickless said. “… The law allows 
local agencies to be less restrictive. 
They cannot be more restrictive; 
they can’t exceed the standards with 
constraints. As an example, ADU 
law says a new detached is limited 
to 1,200 square feet. Less restrictive 
would mean, and some agencies and 
jurisdictions do this, they say no, we 
want to allow … 2,000 square feet. 
That is less restrictive, and they may 
do that.”

Property owners now have new 
guidelines when registering a 
short-term rental with the town. 
Previously, 1,400 short-term rental 
properties were logged in town 
records; under the new STR ordi-
nance, 700 units have signed up thus 
far, and more are expected.

A major question in reaction to the 
December 2019 emergency ordinance 
was whether ADUs could register as 
short-term rentals. Staff recommended 
that units already permitted could be 
an STR, while those permitted in the 
future could not. Council agreed.

It wasn’t until the mid-to-late 2020 
discussions were underway that 
unpermitted ADU owners in Brady’s 
camp became fully aware of their 
units’ futures.

Town staff estimates that there are 10 
to 20 people within Truckee who have 
unpermitted ADUs that are already 
registered as STRs. Janet Brady 
believes the range to be 30 to 40. 

“We obviously have no idea how many 
actual unpermitted ADUs are out 
there,” LaChance added. “We hear 
about more every day.”

The town’s goal for ADU numbers 
is to permit 20 new units a year for 
five years, with nine each year deed-
restricted to locally employed tenants 
making no more than 120% of the 
area median income. (For a family of 
two, that would mean a total income 
of $88,700.) 

Seventy-seven ADU permits have 
been issued by the town since 2015 
and of those, 30 have earned a final 
certificate of occupancy. (The town 
switched databases in 2014, thus 
pulling information about earlier ADU 
permits is not immediately possible.) 
The end goal is for ADUs to increase 
local long-term rental inventory.

Numbers aside, the Fletchers, who 
are registered TOT payers alongside 
the Bradys, believe the town to be 
targeting the wrong group; that they’re 
not the source of the problem.

“We’re not the ones blocking locals 
from long-term rentals; and we’re 
not the ones leaving trash on the 
street; we’re not the ones having loud 

parties; we’re not the ones welcoming 
10 people into a tiny little room,” Tal 
Fletcher said. “We’re the opposite 
of that … We’re not the source of 
problem they’re trying to solve.”

A longtime local without skin in the 
game agrees. A manager at Bar of 
America, Amy Norman has lived 
in the Tahoe area for 33 years, and 
in Truckee for 21 of those. She has 
plenty of frustrations with STRs 
(the noise, trash, and traffic their 
visiting occupants often bring), but 
most of all, it’s the lack of com-
munity that primary homes used as 
STRs has bred.

“The idea that someone can come up 
here and buy a home and never use 
it and only [STR] it for profit in a 
neighborhood — to me, that’s a hotel,” 
Norman said. 

If compromises in the STR world need 
to be made, she says, don’t restrict 
the ADUs that have an owner on-site. 
“Why are you limiting [ADUs] instead 
of a whole unit being an STR?” she 
asked. “… You’ve got a homeowner 
right there.” 

Carrot on a stick

In an effort to entice residents to tran-
sition from short-term to long-term 
renting their ADUs, the town created 
an incentive program, which consists 
of an educational side (webinars and 
technical assistance) and a financial 
side (loans and grants).

“For two years, we are providing 
grants — $1,000 grants — for anybody 
who comes in and is going through 
the after-the-fact permit process,” 
Doherty said. “… Then you can go 
to our second program, [the Long-
Term Rental Program], which is our 
partnership with Landing Locals, and 
… you’re going to get a $3,000 grant if 

See SHORT-TERM ADU p. 14

TO BE VERY HONEST, THE STATE LEGISLATION 
IS NOT VERY WELL WRITTEN; IT’S BEING 
INTERPRETED DIFFERENTLY PRETTY MUCH IN  

EVERY JURISDICTION THROUGHOUT THE STATE.”

 ~ JAIME LACHANCE, TOWN OF TRUCKEE

WHAT LAW IS NOT THAT WAY? PICK A LAW 
THAT’S NOT THAT WAY; IT’S INTERPRETED 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER.” 

 ~ GREG NICKLESS, CALIFORNIA HCD

THIS HAS TURNED INTO … A REALLY 
IMPORTANT THIRD INCOME FOR US THAT 
ALLOWS US TO CONTINUE TO BE LOCALS IN 

TRUCKEE, RAISING A KID WHO’S GOING TO GRADUATE 
FROM TRUCKEE HIGH IN 15 YEARS.” 

 ~ TAL FLETCHER, TRUCKEE HOMEOWNER

YOU’RE STILL GOING TO MAKE INCOME; 
YOU’RE JUST GOING TO HAVE TO MOVE  
TO A DIFFERENT MODEL.” 

 ~ SEANA DOHERTY, TOWN OF TRUCKEE
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you long-term rent to some-
one in the local workforce.” 
(The two-year timeframe is for 
unpermitted units. Four years 
are afforded to anyone else.)

Participants in the long-term 
program must specifically 
provide a housing option 
to someone for 12 months. 
Since the Oct. 14, 2020 
kickoff, 10 homes have 
participated, three of which 
are ADUs.

George Caballero is a current 
participant of the Long-
Term Rental program, and a 
success story in terms of a 
formerly illegal ADU turned 
fully compliant. After years 
of renting out his unpermit-
ted apartment above the 
garage to long-term tenants, 
Caballero properly permitted 
the unit with the town’s guid-
ance in early 2020, and on 
March 31 this year, collected 
the second month’s payment 
from his new renter.

“Right now, everything is 
looking good,” Caballero said. 
“I don’t want to jinx myself, 
but I’m very happy with the 
way things are going. I very 
much appreciate the oppor-
tunity to not only help myself 
but help somebody else.”

Caballero worked with 
Landing Locals, a private 
business that pairs local 
renters with long-term 
housing options. From their 
work, Landing estimates that 
average monthly rents for 
ADUs in Truckee are $2,000 
for two-bedroom units, 
$1,460 for one-bedrooms, 
and $1,235 for studios.

Doherty said she understands 
that short-term renting may 
provide significantly more in 
payout, but the town is trying 
to offer some way to make 
long-term renting appealing.

“You’re going to end up with 
a permitted unit, $4,000 from 
the town, and pretty good 
rent because they’re really 
popular,” she said.  
“… You’re still going to make 
income; you’re just going to 
have to move to a different 
model.

“There’s all these perks that 
come with ADUs for the 
reason of long-term housing,” 
Doherty added. “Relaxed 
standards, lower fees, simpli-
fied permit process, all these 
perks come for the intention 
that hopefully it will create 
housing inventory.”

It’s a model, though, that just 
isn’t appealing to all.

“Their carrot is not a carrot; 
it’s more like a shaving of 
a carrot, if you will,” Janet 
Brady said. “That’s exactly 
what all the other homeown-
ers tell me … [It’s] why 
basically the majority of ADU 

owners in Truckee 
that I’ve met have 
no interest in ever 
long-term renting 
their ADU.”

In fact, she has 
heard from some 
ADU owners 
that they simply 
plan to operate 
illegally. 

Similar to the 
HCD, Doherty 
says the town, 
too, runs on a 
complaint basis. 
That’s one of 
the ways she 
expects staff 
will hear about 

illegally operating ADUs. Fire 
inspections, crawling rental 
platforms like Airbnb and 
VRBO, and a future compli-
ance code officer to oversee 
it all are other opportunities 
for discovery. If an ADU is 
found to be short-term rent-
ing illegally, the owner will 
receive notice by mail first, 
and could be fined $500 for 
an initial violation and $1,000 
for subsequent violations.

Short-term renting is still 
possible for owners of ADUs 
… if they remove the defining 
feature that makes it an ADU 
in the first place: the kitchen. 
LaChance explained that 
rooms with wet bar setups (a 
sink, microwave, refrigerator, 
cabinets, and a countertop) 
may still be rented out.

“You can’t have any cooking 
facilities like a stove or an 
oven or hot plates or anything 
like that,” she continued, “but 
that does provide as much 
cooking opportunity as many 
people would like to have 
when they do travel.”

Janet Brady said she knows of 
a fellow ADU owner who ulti-
mately ripped out the kitchen 
unit in her ADU so she could 
still short-term rent it. 

She herself, on the other 
hand, says she won’t opt to 
long-term rent, regardless of 
incentives: “If I remember 
correctly, the majority of the 
ADU owners just to spite the 
town, I hate to say it, myself 
included, will never long-term 
rent. Forget it.” 
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AMNESTY NOW: Because their ADU is unpermitted by Town of 
Truckee standards, the Bradys are no longer able to legally short-
term rent the unit, “decimat[ing] our income that, in my instance, 
we’ve grown accustomed to since 1996,” Janet Brady said. 

MORE  
ONLINE
Want to read the laws, 
ordinances, and resources 
referenced in this piece? 
Find direct links online at 
moonshineink.com.
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Editor’s Note: Interviews with the 
promotoras in this article (Lupita López, 
Jazmin Karns, and Rocio Gutierrez) 
as well as Kings Beach resident Ludim 
Chavez, were conducted in Spanish 
and translated by the author, with the 
translations checked by the sources.  

upita López has called Truckee 
home for five years, and today, 
she’s thriving, with a vibrant 

network of friends and family. But 
when she looks back at when she 
arrived from Jalisco, Mexico, she 
remembers a much lonelier existence. 
After graduating college with a 
degree in education, López had come 
to join her husband in Tahoe, the 
beautiful land in a country where he 
was the only person she knew. 

“What was very difficult is that I 
arrived with this dream from the uni-
versity that I want to work, start my 
career,” López told Moonshine Ink. “I 
come from a family in which almost 
everyone has been teachers, educa-

tors. Since I was 
16 years old, I 
helped members 
of my family 
in these roles. 
I’ve always been 
involved with 
education.” 

Yet since she 
spoke almost no 
English, teach-
ing in Tahoe 
wasn’t really an 
option. 

López and 
her husband 
Luis Iñguez 
are high school 
sweethearts, 
married in 2010. But he moved to 
the U.S. just six months after their 
wedding, seeking work and landing in 
Tahoe because people from his barrio 
back home were already here, which 
López described as a common story 
among local Hispanic immigrants. 
López joined him here, thinking it 

would likely be a 
short-term stay.

“One year has 
already turned 
into five,” 
laughed López. 
The young 
couple became 
pregnant in her 
second year 
in Truckee, 
so the soon-
to-be-mother 
considered 
her options. 
“I wanted to 
give my son the 
opportunities 
he could have 
here.” So Tahoe/

Truckee became a permanent home. 

But after the birth of their son, 
she experienced severe postpartum 
depression and felt adrift. Here 
she was, from a young and ambi-
tious student with plans to start a 
career in Mexico, to an unemployed 

mother in a new country starting 
from scratch. 

“I’m a hyperactive person. I came 
from being a student, working, one 
thing to the next,” she said. “My 
life changed … I don’t speak the 
language.”

She tried different methods to treat 
her depression, to no avail. It felt like 
a hopeless situation. Then, during her 
postnatal healthcare appointments, 
reprieve came. She crossed paths with 
women who were called “las promoto-
ras,” and through the advice of these 
advocates, she found her salvation.

“I did a lot of therapy, but [the group 
of women I was connecting with] 
said, ‘You have to do something to 
occupy your time,’” López said. The 
young mother decided to follow the 
path of the advice-givers. She signed 
up with the promotoras program 
three years ago and the changes in 
her life are stark. 

 e a oux • Moons ine nk

WELLNESS WORK hosted by the promotoras takes 
many forms, including visual and artistic healing 
classes. Truckee resident Karla Maciel created 
this mixed media piece during a workshop called 
“Desestres-Arte” led by promotora Cecy Sanchez.

See PROMOTORAS p. 16

Las promotoras have become a secret weapon for  
reaching Spanish-speaking residents

Las promotoras have become a secret weapon for 

anging i es rom t e roun  p

LAS PROMOTORAS, 
grassroots information and 
resource warriors of Tahoe/
Truckee’s Latino communities, 
were excited for the 
chance to get together for 
something as lighthearted 
as a beach photoshoot. 
Left to right are Maribel 
Bravo, Cecy Sanchez, Abigail 
Aguiñiga, Rocio Gutierrez, 
Jazmin Karns, and Johanna 
Peinado, six of the eight total 
Latina women employed as 
promotoras. Lately, the work 
of the promotoras has involved 
distributing vaccine information 
in Spanish, reaching 100 people 
a week. Photo by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink
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Now López is one of the people 
helping make that difference in the 
lives of others. She teaches aerobics 
classes, and is working toward 
coaching certifications through pro-
motoras, and she’s leading support 
groups for young women. 

Through her role, López “keep[s] 
empowering my community, saying 
you all can do it. That no obstacle 
can stop you,” she said. It’s a job in 
which “my first objective is to keep 
growing and keep empowering.” 

COVID CHAMPIONS
La promotoras, a group of Latina 
women based in Truckee and 
Kings Beach, are a key program of 
the Sierra Community House, a 
Kings Beach-based social services 
nonprofit. Currently eight female 
staff members, including two coor-
dinators, comprise the team hired 
to promote health and wellness in 
Latino communities. The mission of 
the promotoras is to make sure their 
communities know about available 
resources in the realms of mental 
and physical health, among others. 
Their methodology is pounding the 
pavement.

It’s a program that’s “constantly 
evolving,” according to Felicity 
Beallo, community engagement 
manager for SCH. One crucial pivot 
the program took recently was in 
becoming the invaluable resource 
for spreading pandemic and vaccine 
information to Spanish-speaking 
populations.

At the start of the pandemic, Kings 
Beach and Truckee Latino residents 
faced severe food insecurity, said 
Rocio Gutierrez, who joined the 
promotoras program about five 
years ago. She and the rest of the 
promotoras team were part of SCH’s 
all-hands-on-deck efforts to keep 
the community fed through delivery 
programs, helping to coordinate 
expanded distribution and delivery 
programs for Covid-positive and 
at-risk community members.

(SCH is still providing bags of food 
every Tuesday from 4 to 5 p.m. at 
their Truckee warehouse and every 
Thursday from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at The Village Church in Incline 
Village.) 

Gutierrez stressed that many in the 
community simply had no frame of 
reference to prepare for the hard-

ships of keeping bellies full in those 
early days.

“This was something that impacted 
us a lot because the majority of us 
go day by day … or we buy for one 
week, but we never thought we’d 
have to buy for more time,” she said.

The promotoras program has roots in 
physical health education and each 
member of the team has her specialty 
— López teaches aerobics, Gutierrez 
leads art healing courses. And while 
the program’s origins are in the 
physical realm, even before Covid 
they had branched out to encompass 
wellness and mental health. These 
tools have placed it at the epicen-
ter of the pandemic response in 
Tahoe/Truckee’s Spanish-speaking 
populations.

In our region, where there is 
a dearth of Spanish-language 
resources for mental health, the 
promotoras provide one-on-one 
peer support. As the months of 
the pandemic dragged on and 
quarantine brought heightened 
anxiety and other mental health 
issues, the promotoras’ expertise in 
referring community members to 
help became increasingly important. 
They also coached people on legal, 
social, and health resources.

“Sometimes all someone needs 
is someone to listen to them,” 
Gutierrez said. She and López 
are both peer support partners, 

compañeras de apoyo, a subcategory 
of the promotoras mental health 
program, which has been accessed 
increasingly during Covid. 

The secret sauce for the promotoras 
is their robust and diverse commu-
nication chain. For example, while 
some people they serve have adapted 
easily to Zoom classes, WhatsApp 
messaging, and virtually scheduled 
lives, there are those community 
members without the capacity or 
desire to adapt. The promotoras 
make sure they or family members 
and friends knock on the doors of 
anyone not in the digital sphere. And 
they do it again and again.

As the vaccine rollout started across 
the region, the promotoras spear-
headed a vaccination information 
campaign called “Team Vaccine” to 
help Spanish-speakers learn how to 
make appointments and get their 
shots. 

In early Covid days, promotoras 
followed standard protocol of refer-
ring people who needed coronavirus 
information to the counties. But with 
vaccines, it was clear that people 
weren’t being informed fast enough 
in Spanish-speaking-only circles. 
They hit the ground, armed with 
up-to-date information in coordina-
tion with the counties. Now, the team 
estimates they educate about 100 
people per week.

Being able to turn on a dime is part 
and parcel for the team. Before the 
pandemic, the advocates’ program-
ming was “all about being out there 
in the community, and we were 
providing snacks and childcare,” 
Beallo said. Covid crashed in right at 
the same time as the census, which 
is another big project of the promo-
toras. “We had to make a huge shift 
from one day to the other,” she said. 

Beallo told Moonshine that the 
promotoras were perfectly poised to 
be that invaluable connection during 
the pandemic to Spanish-speaking 
communities that Sierra Community 
House serves, “because they are the 
community.” 

ONE-ON-ONE
Without English as a prerequisite, 
and in fact with a focus on com-
munity engagement and stewardship 
over credentials, the promotoras 
program has become a landing pad 
for smart young female professionals 
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PROMOTORAS from p. 15

(top)

TEAM VACCINE: Rocio 
Gutierrez, who has been 
part of the promotoras 
team for five years, is proud 
to show off her “Team 
Vaccine” sticker.  

(bottom)

CLOSE KNIT: Tight 
networks and lines of 
communication position 
promotoras as the link 
between Sierra Community 
House and the community 
members they serve. 

MY FIRST OBJECTIVE IS TO KEEP 
GROWING AND KEEP EMPOWERING.”

~ LUPITA LÓPEZ
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from Mexico and other Latin 
American countries. The 
women are offered training 
and certification opportuni-
ties concurrent with their 
work in the community, 
and they are encouraged to 
expand and evolve program-
ming by following their 
passions. 

The promotoras wear 
countless hats. They host 
workshops and classes in art 
and exercise techniques and 
facilitate discussion groups 
to support women, children, 
and the community at large. 
The key to the promotoras, 
says Beallo, is that they are 
a vital resource for Sierra 
Community House as a 
whole to understand what 
challenges and triumphs 

local Latino communities 
face on the ground.

“The most important role of 
the promotoras is that they 
are community members and 
they are in the community 
so somehow they are the link 
between the community and 
the population we serve and 
the resources and activities 
available to them,” Beallo 
said.  

Beallo’s coworker and 
promotoras coordinator 
Jazmin Karns also came 
to the U.S. to be with her 
partner (like López, but 
in this case her husband is 
American). Originally from 
Chile, Karns spoke English 
but her husband didn’t speak 
Spanish so that factored 

into their decision to settle 
here in Kings Beach. Also 
like López, Karns found her 
role with las promotoras by 
reaching out for help as a 
new mom. 

When Karns was pregnant, 
she discovered Sierra 
Community House’s Zumba 
and art classes through a 
program called Truckee 
Healthy Babies. Several of 
these offerings were taught 
by promotoras and Karns 
was drawn to these women. 

“I went to more and more 
classes; I went to all of the 
classes,” she said. “When one 
ended, I’d say, ‘What am I 
going to do on Wednesdays? 
What am I going to do on 
Thursdays?’”  

Karns ended up just signing 
up for it all, in 2020. When a 
promotora coordinator posi-
tion opened, even as Covid 
prohibited face-to-face 
interaction, she dove in. She 
never would have predicted 
that she’d have gone so long 
working irregular office 
hours, and zooming with 
coworkers “in my pajamas,” 
she quipped. 

The promotoras recruit each 
other in an organic, woman-
to-woman manner, the same 
one-on-one outreach they 
employ with the community 
members they serve. In fact, 
it was Gutierrez that enlisted 
Karns to the program 
and mentored her in the 
transition.

And Kings Beach resident 
Ludim Chavez credits 
Gutierrez with helping her 
turn the corner when she 
was struggling with her 
mental health for six long 
years. After taking a work-
shop with the promotora 
that addressed mental health 
issues, Chavez texted her: 
“Thank you … the last lesson 
in which you gave us behav-
ioral cognitive strategies to 
better our mental state … 
you have no idea how much 
[that lesson] motivated me.” 

Working with Gutierrez 
“gives me peace,” Chavez 
said. The promotoras are 
“changing lives.” 
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Michael R Murphy, CFP®
Financial Advisor

12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102 
Truckee, CA 96161  
530-587-2672

Member SIPC

Have IRA questions? 
Let’s talk.

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

Hair for Women & Men • Waxing
Skin Treatments • Permanent Makeup

(top)

FOCUS ON COMMUNITY: Perla Karel enjoys a quiet artistic moment among 
friends and community during a promotoras event. 

(bottom)

¿Y CUIDAN NIÑOS, TAMBIEN?!? Multiple promotoras the Ink spoke with 
highlighted the genius of offering daycare jointly with all their programming. 
Photos courtesy Sierra Community House

SOMETIMES ALL SOMEONE 
NEEDS IS SOMEONE TO 
LISTEN TO THEM.”

~ ROCIO GUTIERREZ
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The old site of California Highway Patrol in 
Truckee will provide new housing units for 
locals based on Executive Order N-06-19 
signed by Governor Newsom in 2019 to 
address the housing affordability crisis facing 
the state. The Department of General Services 
and Department of Housing and Community 
Development was ordered to identify and 

prioritize excess state-owned property and 
aggressively pursue the goals of affordable, 
sustainable, innovative, feasible, and cost-
effective housing projects. DGS identified the 
CHP site as one such site and issued a Request 
for Qualification followed by a Request for 
Proposals in late October of 2020.

The state was focused on maximizing the 
number of apartments while creating housing 
that meets local needs for low-income individu-
als, including families with children and other 
hard-to-house populations.  

In February, The Pacific Companies, based in 
Idaho, was selected as the project developer. 

TPC has extensive experience in this and 
other mountain towns. In Truckee, TPC is 
currently constructing Frishman Hollow Phase 
II at 11026 Rue Ivy; it built and continues to 
own Frishman Hollow Phase I and another 
multifamily development called Henness Flats, 
at 11929 Waters Way. All three are apartment 
communities, with playgrounds and community 
rooms, providing high-quality housing for 
families. TPC has also built affordable housing 
in South Lake Tahoe and Mammoth Lakes.

TPC is particularly excited about this 1.72 
acres of state-owned land as an affordable 
housing site because of proximity to services, 

NEWS

BUILDINGS AND 
BOBCATS

You Asked. 
They Answered.

As spring beckons and the snow melts, we all 
tend to gaze about and notice the changes in 
the shifting landscape around us. This month 
in You Asked. They Answered. (affectionately 
known as YATA by Ink staff), we dive into two 
questions addressing what readers have been 
seeing. 

First, many have puzzled for a while about 
what’s going to happen with the old California 
Highway Patrol building on the corner of 
Donner Pass Road and Highway 89 (otherwise 
known as “grocery-store corner”). The quest 
for an answer took me through numerous state 
agencies over a period of several months. And 
then, finally, at the Department of General 
Services, the question was “run up the chain” 
to authorize release of information. I won’t 
spoil the response, but I will note that a press 

release was published recently and picked up 
by other local news outlets. That says to me, 
dear readers, that you should keep asking your 
YATA questions, so the powers that be know 
you’re paying attention.

The second question this month focuses on the 
more organic landscape but through the lens 

of the digital world. The ever-elusive bobcat 
seemed to bound through social media aplenty 
this winter and we asked resident nature whiz, 
Will Richardson, “What gives?” His reply speaks 
more to human nature and our altered ways 
this past year.

~ Mayumi Elegado, Moonshine Ink

What’s going to 
happen in the old CHP 

building in Truckee? 

FROM HOUSING PATROL TO PEOPLE: The old California Highway 
Patrol site in Truckee is soon to be home to a new affordable housing 
development. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Online ordering at Jaxtruckee.com
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the visibility of the property, and its position as a gateway to North 
Lake Tahoe in Placer County.

The housing will be income-restricted for individuals and families earn-
ing no more than 80% of the area median income. As an example, for a 
family of two, the maximum annual income limit is $55,000 based on 
2020 Nevada County numbers.

The state intends to enter into an Exclusive Negotiation Agreement 
with TPC later this spring and upon successful negotiations execute  
a long-term ground lease and regulatory agreement with TPC.

~ Shellan Rodriguez, project manager with The Pacific Companies

An increase in bobcat reports is typical for the winter in the Tahoe 
area. People (and dogs) use their yards far less during winter, and the 
hardships of the season cause bobcats to become bolder, hunting more 
openly during the day, and spending more time in residential neigh-
borhoods in search of bird feeders and suburban rabbits. This year, 
however, I’d expect an even bigger spike for three reasons: 

Reason #1. Covid has resulted in a massive influx of people living full-
time in the area. Homes that were previously empty most of the time 
now have people in them. It’s hard to say how much of an effect this has 
had, but it certainly relates to the reason #2.

Reason #2. Social media networks in the area have grown tremen-
dously, making it easier for these posts to make the rounds. For 
example, the Truckee Tahoe People Facebook group is up to 27,700 
members and the Incline Village group is over 16,000. That is a lot of 
potential bobcat observers, all connected! The fact that everybody now 
has a camera on their phone also helps capturing the felines in action.

Reason #3. Due to Covid, more people are spending time at home, 
watching bird feeders, and generally observing nature out their win-
dows. Laura Read of Tahoe City is a great example. Although she has 
lived in the region for 28 years, she just had her first good look at a 
bobcat last winter. Due to Covid she hasn’t been traveling, so she’s 
been spending far more time at home and connecting with nature right 
around her. Laura also set up her workstation to face the big windows 
that look out over her backyard. As a result, she got a front-row view of 
a bobcat that happened to be sauntering through.

Reasons for increases in fox reports are a bit more complicated, but 
unlike the bobcats, I suspect gray foxes actually are on the rise around 
Tahoe/Truckee. The species is certainly increasing within the Lake 
Tahoe Basin, where there were zero documented records prior to 2005. 
Over the subsequent 10 years, gray fox reports at Lake Tahoe slowly 
increased, and now they are reported annually, and from all around the 
Lake Tahoe Basin. Interestingly, the phenomenon of gray foxes arriving 
at Tahoe coincides with the cottontail rabbit explosion of the 2000s. 
Between roughly 2000 and 2016, Nuttall’s cottontail went from being 
restricted to the high sagebrush habitats of the Carson Range to being 
common in neighborhoods through the Lake Tahoe region. We don’t 
have good historical data for gray foxes around Truckee, but the fact 
that reports of sightings didn’t occur in the Tahoe Basin suggests that 
they probably were never common around Truckee, either.  

Sierra Nevada red foxes, unfortunately, were extirpated from Tahoe 
decades ago. Folks should keep a sharp eye out for possible red foxes, and 
thanks to social media and lots of folks looking out their back windows, 
I’m hopeful that we will hear about it if one shows up here!

~ Will Richardson, executive director of Tahoe Institute for Natural Science

SUBJECT TO PATIENCE: Incline Village resident David Delbridge captured this bobcat on Jan. 6. 
His Facebook post spoke to the animal’s forbearance: “Spotted this gorgeous bobcat in the yard 
moments ago, and she (he?) was kind enough to wait for me — seriously, wait — while I tripped down 
the stairs, grabbed the cam, swapped lenses, snuck outside to the perfect spot, realized my battery 
was dead, snuck back inside, cussed, swapped batteries, snuck some more, inched closer and ... blam! 
Piece o’ cake.” Courtesy photo

NEWS

We’ve been seeing a huge number 
of social media posts about 

bobcats and foxes as of late.  Do 
you think there has been more 

activity? And if so, why?
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1 NTFPD Loses One Among Ranks
TAHOE CITY
Tim Schrader, North Tahoe Fire Protection 
District facilities coordinator, was involved 
in a backcountry incident in mid-March. 
Despite the heroic efforts of others at the 
scene to revive him, Schrader succumbed 
to his injuries in the mountains he so 
dearly loved.

“Tim touched the heart (and funny 
bone) of everyone he knew,” said Chief 
Steve Leighton. “He was a perfectionist 
in everything he did, not only with North 
Tahoe Fire, but especially as a husband, 
father, athlete, coach, mentor, and friend. 
We ask you to keep Tim’s family, fire 
family, and friends in your thoughts as 
we grieve the loss of such an incredible 
human being.”

North Tahoe’s thanks go out to those 
who helped with the recovery effort. 
Rescue teams responded to the scene 
and used a helicopter for the recovery. 
The effort was accomplished with 
cooperation from agencies including 
Nevada County Search and Rescue, 
Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue, Placer 
County Avalanche Dog Team, Naval Air 
Station Fallon/U.S. Navy, Tahoe Donner 
XC, Cal Fire, California Highway Patrol, 
Truckee Fire, and Nevada County Sheriff’s 
Office.

~ NTFPD press release

2 Fourth of July Fireworks 
Suspended
INCLINE VILLAGE
The Incline Village Crystal Bay Firework 
Coalition has decided to once again 
suspend their annual Fourth of July 
fireworks show. The group’s decision was 
based on current and projected local 
and state directives associated with the 
ongoing Covid-19 crisis and the high 
levels of visitation the region experienced 
last summer.  

While the fireworks will be paused again 
this year, there is still a chance that smaller 
community-oriented events will take place 
to celebrate the holiday for residents and 
visitors.

“Last summer, despite the Covid-19 
pandemic, the community continued to 
experience significant visitation to [Incline 
Village General Improvement District] 
beaches not only over the Fourth of 
July holiday but throughout the summer 
season,” said Indra Winquest, general 
manager of IVGID. “While we are optimis-
tic that we are starting to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel with this crisis, 
we must still be vigilant and responsible 
to ensure that we provide a safe and 
healthy experience for our community this 
coming summer season.”

The coalition consists of the Incline 
Village Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau, Incline 
Village Crystal Bay Association, IVGID, 
Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe, and Parasol 
Foundation.

~ Incline Village Crystal Bay Visitors 
Bureau

3 TBID Approved on North Shore
NORTH TAHOE
The Placer County Board of Supervisors 
voted March 9 to finalize the creation of 
the North Lake Tahoe Tourism Business 
Improvement District, freeing up over $4 
million in Transient Occupancy Tax for 
transportation and workforce housing 
projects while generating an additional $6 
million in assessment revenue for North 
Lake Tahoe annually. 

With the creation of a new tourism 
business improvement district, or TBID, a 
1% to 2% assessment will be placed on 
lodging, retail, restaurant, and recreation 
businesses in North Lake Tahoe. The proj-
ects to be funded with the initial freed-up 
TOT revenue include an on-demand 
micro-transit service in the Placer County 
portion of the Tahoe Basin, expanded 
TART park-and-ride services, pedestrian 
crossing guards, enhanced trash service, 
and increased snow removal service at 
trail heads. The board also approved the 
allocation of over $1 million in transient 
occupancy tax to the specified transporta-
tion and tourism mitigating projects after 
action was taken to form the TBID. 

Newly funded projects will start as soon 
as June 2021 and will run through the end 
of the year.

~ Placer County press release

4 Tahoe National Forest 
Approves Marquee Additions 
to Trail Network
TRUCKEE
The U.S. Forest Service has recently 
approved the East Zone Connectivity 
Project, authorizing construction of 
marquee additions to the Truckee trail 
network. New trail construction will 
occur on the west slope of the Verdi 
Range adjacent to Boca and Stampede 
reservoirs.

Specifically, the connectivity project 
approves:

• The construction of 70 miles of 
motorcycle single-track, including key 
connections to the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest and the community 
of Verdi

• The restoration of 41 miles of user-
created OHV trail through sensitive 
areas

• The construction of several new 
staging areas and trailheads

In addition, the connectivity project 
designates 35 miles of existing non-
motorized trails as open to Class 1 
e-bikes, including the Sawtooth Trail, the 
Jackass Ridge trail system, Emigrant Trail, 
and the Big Chief Trail. This is the first 
major addition of authorized Class 1  
e-bike use on National Forest System 
trails within the surrounding area.

“From the historic paths of the 
Washoe, the Emigrant Trail, and the 
Transcontinental Railroad, to the more 
recent additions of Interstate 80 and the 
Airport District, the Truckee area has often 
found itself at the center of a trail and 
transportation network,” said Jonathan 
Cook-Fisher, Truckee district ranger. “We 
hope that the opportunities afforded by 
the East Zone Connectivity Project, along 
with other regional trail projects, honors 
this history … In the future, we envision 
multiple routes to travel on between the 
communities of Lake Tahoe’s North Shore 
through Truckee and on to Verdi or Reno, 
or west over the Sierra to points beyond.”

~ Tahoe National Forest press release

5 Spaghetti Bowl ‘Big Squeeze’ 
Begins
RENO
Major Interstate 580 lane and merge 
changes, dubbed the “Big Squeeze,” 
launched mid-March as part of Nevada 
Department of Transportation Reno’s 
continuing Spaghetti Bowl improvements.

The name reflects new lane and merge 
changes that will “squeeze” traffic lanes 
within the Spaghetti Bowl through spring 

2022. The temporary lane configura-
tions are needed for ramp and bridge 
improvements. 

The following merge/lane switches are 
in place:
• Westbound I-80 to southbound I-580 

traffic will merge directly onto I-580 
lanes as opposed to the current 
dedicated merge lane

• Eastbound I-80 to southbound I-580 
Spaghetti Bowl ramp will be tempo-
rarily reconfigured to one lane, with a 
dedicated lane to southbound I-580

• Southbound I-580 travel lanes will be 
additionally shifted directly south of 
the Spaghetti Bowl to make room for 
ramp improvements

Travel delays should be expected. 
Drivers are encouraged to consider 
alternate routes, allow for extra travel 
time, slow down, and be attentive for new 
merge and lane patterns.  

The following Spaghetti Bowl ramps will 
intermittently be closed overnight 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. through 2022:
• Northbound I-580 to eastbound I-80 

and westbound I-80
• Westbound I-80 to southbound U.S. 

395/I-580
• Eastbound I-80 to northbound U.S. 

395 and southbound I-580
• Southbound I-580 ramps to 2nd 

Street, Sundays through Thursdays 
through at least June 2021

• Southbound I-580 ramps to Mill 
Street, Sundays through Fridays 
through at least June 2021

• Surface street lane closures:  
bit.ly/3wdbIvp 

Over the next two years, the eastbound 
I-80 to southbound I-580 Spaghetti Bowl 
ramp will be widened to two lanes, and 
eastbound I-80 lanes between Wells 
Avenue and the Spaghetti Bowl will be 
striped. On southbound I-580, auxiliary 
merge lanes and improved ramps will 
also be added between the Spaghetti 
Bowl and Plumb Lane, along with sound 
and aesthetic walls. The first phase of 
construction will not require relocation of 
any residences.

Project information and sign-up for 
email project updates is available at 
ndotspaghettibowl.com.

~ NDOT press release

6 TTUSD Negotiations with 
Teachers Union
TRUCKEE
The Tahoe Truckee Unified School 
District and the Tahoe Truckee Education 
Association have met at least six times 
regarding a five-day, in-person learning 
Memorandum of Understanding and 
2020/21 salary negotiations. TTUSD and 

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.NEWS BRIEFS
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VERDI VIEWS: The U.S. Forest Service has recently authorized the construction of marquee additions  
to the Truckee trail network through its East Zone Connectivity Project. Pictured here is the view from  
the Verdi ridge and the connectivity project. Photo courtesy Tahoe National Forest
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TTEA signed the MOU for in-person 
learning, but conversations regarding 
compensation are ongoing.

During the latter half of March, the 
district received notice of additional 
one-time funding resources allowing it 
to modify its initial fiscally responsible 
offer. Because it is not ongoing year to 
year, TTUSD will not utilize this additional 
one-time funding for an ongoing salary 
increase. Even though the district cannot 
offer more than 2% ongoing this year, if 
the property tax increase exceeds expec-
tations, TTUSD can provide additional 
compensation for 2021/22. Keeping this 
in mind, TTUSD updated its proposal to 
cover this and next school year as follows:
Salary 2020/21: 2% ongoing salary 

increase on schedule retroactive to July 
1, 2020; and 1% one-time of the salary 
schedule payment.
Salary 2021/22: Contingent ongoing 

salary increases based upon property 
taxes effective July 1, 2021.

TTEA rejected TTUSD’s offer and 
proposed a contingent uncapped offer 
that would utilize tax increases received 
in 2021/22 for 2020/21 negotiation year. 
This would still require both TTEA and 
TTUSD to return to the table to negotiate 
2021/22 compensation. 

TTUSD shared that it cannot in good 
faith obligate unknown future revenues 
for ongoing costs.

~ TTUSD website

7 Commissioners Adopt 
Ordinances and Fees for STRs in 
Unincorporated Washoe County 
INCLINE VILLAGE/CRYSTAL BAY
Washoe County commissioners held a 
public hearing on March 23 to adopt 
ordinances related to short-term rentals 
as well as the fee schedule for those ordi-
nances. There are up to 1,200 STRs in the 
county depending 
on the season, most 
of which are located 
in the Incline Village/
Crystal Bay area. 
They are currently 
not regulated by 
local ordinances to 
address issues such 
as parking, life-safety, 
or noise and occu-
pancy limits. After 
two years of public 
outreach, research, 
and planning, county 
staff presented 
the ordinances 
in February. With 
the approval, the 
ordinances will go 
into effect before 
the busy summer 
tourist season, giving 
staff time to collect 
feedback and revise 
the ordinances as 
needed before 
winter.

Commission Chair 
Bob Lucey referred 
to the board’s 

actions as a “starting place” from which 
they will be nimble and ready to adjust 
as the needs of the community become 
more clear. With the adoption of the 
ordinances, commissioners advanced to a 
resolution on fees, which includes a tiered 
permit schedule based on occupancy 
and fines for violations of the ordinances. 
The cost to administer and enforce the 
ordinances is estimated around $192,000, 
which is expected to be paid for by STR 
permit fees and fines. To learn more 
about the ordinances and fees, visit bit.
ly/3u17wNB.

~ Washoe County press release

8 Senate Bill 52 Would Promote 
and Preserve Nevada’s Uniquely 
Dark Skies
NEVADA
The Sierra Nevada Alliance is encourag-
ing Nevada residents to contact their 
state assembly members and ask them to 
pass Senate Bill 52, which “requires the 
establishment of a program for awarding 
a dark sky designation to certain sites in 
this state.” Nevada’s state senate passed 
the bill on Feb. 22. Currently, the bill is 
being reviewed by the state assembly’s 
Committee on Natural Resources.

~ AH

9 Tahoe Prosperity Center 
Receives Grant for Resiliency Plan
INCLINE VILLAGE
The Tahoe Prosperity Center announced 
it has received a notice of award of a U.S. 
Economic Development Administration 
grant of $164,348 to facilitate a Tahoe 
Basin-wide Economic Recovery and 
Resiliency Plan.

Although tourism brings in $3 billion 
a year in revenue to the area, this is 
mostly on the backs of locals working 

jobs that don’t pay a living wage, which 
made it impossible for so many of 
Tahoe’s residents to prepare for a lengthy 
unemployment.

The Tahoe Prosperity Center recog-
nizes that tourism will continue to be a 
mainstay of the regional economy, so the 
first focus of the Recovery and Resiliency 
Plan is to ensure that tourism remains a 
stable source of revenue and that existing 
businesses and jobs in the region are 
retained. It also focuses on expanding 
sustainable recreation as part of the 
tourism sector and the workforce needs 
for existing, new, and potential industries. 
Lastly, the center aims to engage new 
residents, remote workers, and Tahoe’s 
other existing industries (like health and 
wellness and environmental innovation) to 
help them bring new revenue sources to 
the local economy.

~ Tahoe Prosperity Center press release

10 Forest Service Makes Progress 
on E-Bike Proposal
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
The USDA Forest Service Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit is developing a 
plan to improve electric bicycle access 
and trail system sustainability on National 
Forest System lands in the Lake Tahoe 
Basin. 

E-bike use is currently permitted on 
Lake Tahoe NFS roads and trails that 
are designated for motor vehicle use 
in accordance with the Forest Service’s 
Travel Management Rule. The proposed 
action will continue to allow e-bikes to be 
used on motorized trails, while expanding 
access to specific NFS trails where e-bike 
access is currently unauthorized.

Outside of Lake Tahoe NFS roads and 
trails, e-bike access is allowed on certain 
roads and trails in the Lake Tahoe Basin 
that are managed by state, county, and 
local jurisdictions. 

There were about 250 attendees at a 
virtual open house co-hosted with the 
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency on 
March 10. The webinar introduced the 
Basin Wide Trails Analysis Project that 
would amend the LTBMU trail system 
map to allow Class 1 e-bikes on specific 
trails and clarify where motorized access is 
permitted.

~ US Forest Service press release

11 TART Truckee Local Route 
Begins Spring Service
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Local Route began its 
spring service with a modified route 
and schedule on April 5. The change 
takes the bus off the bypass and serves 
Truckee Way and Brockway Road in both 
directions, and includes a hard stop at the 
Crossroads Center coming from the west 
end of Donner Lake (this was previously 
by request only). The modified route will 
better serve the new affordable housing 
at Frishman Hollow II, Coburn Crossing, 
the Artist Lofts, and the new housing at 
Coldstream. 

The schedule starts 30 minutes earlier at 
the bottom of the hour and ends 30 min-

utes earlier on the last run. The 6:30 a.m. 
start allows for a connection to Regional 
TART at the Truckee Train Depot for its 
first bus along Highway 89 at 7:30 a.m. 
The last trip of the evening on that service 
will end at 6:30 p.m. TART will resume 
the previously short-lived night service 
connection from the Truckee Train Depot 
to both Squaw Valley and Northstar with 
this new schedule, starting at 6:35 p.m. 
connecting into Squaw Valley, and a  
6 p.m. run to Northstar. These late routes 
will allow for the workforce that travels 
between North Lake Tahoe and Truckee 
to connect at both Squaw and Northstar 
to Regional TART’s night service. 

The modified schedule is available at  
bit.ly/3rwZSsz.

~ Town of Truckee press release

12 Earth Walk Site Completed
INCLINE VILLAGE
An earth walk is inspired by the 10,000 
years of Tahoe’s first people who walked 
with the earth as opposed to on the earth. 
These trails share the Indigenous values 
of nature immersion and forest bathing.

The Incline Village Earth Walk site is 
now complete at the Incline Village visitor 
center, 969 Tahoe Blvd. Just park or bus 
to the center, purchase the Earth Walk 
Guide booklet for $5, and head out on 
the sidewalk that borders the disc golf 
course. The guide has a map for this 
easy half-mile immersion and provides 
techniques for enriching your experience 
and space for you to reflect. Sustainable 
Tahoe is facilitating the emergence of 
earth walk sites throughout the original 
Washoe territory.

Learn more about the project at 
sustaintahoe.org/walk-softly.html. 

~ AH

13 Tahoe Conservancy Commits 
to Funding Forest Health Projects
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
The California Tahoe Conservancy 
board recently authorized $1,358,500 
for three projects to reduce wildfire risk 
and improve forest health in the Lake 
Tahoe Basin. California Natural Resources 
Secretary Wade Crowfoot anchored a 
panel of state and federal executives for 
a discussion with the conservancy board. 
The panel addressed how to further 
integrate sustainable communities, racial 
equity, tribal co-management, and other 
state priorities into regional efforts in the 
Basin.

Through the three newly funded 
projects, the conservancy and its partners 
will reduce hazardous wildfire fuels on 418 
acres of conservancy, local government, 
and private lands within communities on 
the West and North shores. The conser-
vancy has also released a new story map 
showing how climate change is affecting 
Lake Tahoe and how Basin partners are 
adapting. The story map is available 
online at tahoe.ca.gov/climate-story-map.

~ CTC press release 
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NATURE IMMERSION: The newly completed earth walk site in Incline Village 
allows visitors to share Indigenous values of appreciating Mother Nature. 
Each site showcases a galis dungal (native Washoe shelter) near a loop trail. 
Photo courtesy Sustainable Tahoe
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The Wild West history of Truckee and its Jibboom 
Street red-light district is well-known. Were there also 
bawdy houses on Tahoe’s North Shore? 

In 1911, a famous Sacramento businesswoman was 
chauffeured to Tahoe Vista. In those days such a drive 
was not easily done. The roads were dirt wagon trails 
and the trip could take 10 hours or longer given the 
vehicles at that time, changeable Tahoe weather, and 
usually atrocious road conditions.

The lady’s arrival at the Tahoe Vista Hotel (about 
where the Tahoe Vista Recreational Area boat ramp is 
now) did not go unnoticed, and local tongues wagged 
regarding her fancy car, her stylish dress, and her 
big-city ways.

Her visit was short and she apparently accomplished 
her business, as she was heard to say to her driver, 
“Sam, we got the lot!” as she climbed back into her 
automobile.

The Tahoe Investment Company had advertised 
beachfront lots for sale in the new postal area of 
Tahoe Vista, previously known as “Pine Grove.” 
Travelers historically arrived by steamer from Tahoe 
City or Glenbrook, but now could more easily make 
the trip by car due to recent road improvements. 

Mr. Brooke of that company may not have known 
that his first buyer was none other than Cherie (or 
Cherry) de St. Maurice, owner and madame of the 
scandalous Cherry Club in Sacramento’s tenderloin 
district. Miss de St. Maurice, known as the “Scarlet 
Queen of Sacramento,” was assumed to be setting up 
a new house of ill repute in Tahoe Vista. As the word 
spread, lot sales for Mr. Brooke dried up.

Sadly, as things developed, Miss de St. Maurice might 
have wished she had indeed moved to Tahoe sooner.

Instead, she continued in the summer of 1913 as the 
powerful, rich, and politically influential owner of her 

popular red-light club. She likely had no idea that one 
of her trusted girls (known in the parlance of the day 
as “inmates”), Cleo Sterling, was plotting against her.

Sterling had developed a relationship with a small-
time Reno boxing promoter, actor, and singer by the 
name of Samuel Raber. 

Together they hatched a plan to rob Miss de St. 
Maurice of her substantial jewelry collection and — 
some say — her little black book.

Mr. Raber enlisted a Reno boxer and petty criminal 
by the name of Happy Jack Drumgoole to be his 
sidekick, and they arrived at the L Street brothel on  
a hot night in July. 

After some delays courtesy of drunken patrons, 
the three conspirators met in Sterling’s apartment, 
painted their faces with black cork as a disguise, and 
made their way to Miss de St. Maurice’s domicile. As 
she opened her door, they pushed into the room and 
Drumgoole grabbed her, roughly covering her mouth 
with his scarred and calloused hands.

As Sterling and Raber tossed her room and threw 
jewelry and cash in a bag, Miss de St. Maurice man-
aged to gasp her last words; “Take all I’ve got, boys, 
but don’t kill me, God bless you!” 

During his confession, Drumgoole later stated that he 
had choked her to keep her quiet, while they finished 
stealing all the valuables in the room and then left. 
Raber and Drumgoole headed to San Diego to pawn 
some of the loot and mail the rest to Salt Lake City, 
where they planned to meet up with Sterling.

They all three later claimed they had no idea that 
Miss de St. Maurice lay dead on the floor.

Sterling reported to have chanced upon the body but 
was arrested on suspicion at the scene.

Raber broke down to Sacramento detectives after 
just a few hours of sweating under the lights and 
implicated Drumgoole as the murderer and Sterling 
as the ringleader.

Drumgoole was quickly convicted and sentenced to 
life in prison. The drama increased 
when he changed his confession 
upon learning that Raber might 
be sentenced to hang, admitting 
that Raber had not touched Miss 
de St. Maurice and that he was 
not forced at gunpoint by Raber 
into the crime as he had claimed 
at trial.

Raber’s jury was not sympathetic and found the young 
singer guilty of first-degree murder, sentencing him to 
death by hanging at Folsom Prison.

Cleo Sterling’s trial was the talk of the town. One 
hundred fifty-eight jurors were disqualified, as 
most men of that time would not agree to sentence 
a woman to death. The jury of 12 married white 
men spent just an hour in deliberation before 
acquitting her. 

She told the cheering throng and reporters: “I’m going 
home to my parents in Europe,” but was arrested the 
following December in Reno’s red-light district for 
consorting. She was given a “floater” by the judge, 
meaning if she left the state, no charge would be filed.

Sam Raber was hanged on January 4, 1915 at Folsom 
Prison; his last words were, “I am not afraid to meet 
the finish. It is not courage, but fate.” He was 26.

Happy Jack Drumgoole died of tuberculosis at 
Folsom in the tenth year of his life sentence.  
He was 32.

Miss de St. Maurice’s Tahoe Vista lots were auctioned 
off along with her Sacramento properties for pennies 
on the dollar.

As the United States entered into the First World 
War, cities and towns including Sacramento, Reno, 
and San Francisco began “clean-up campaigns” to be 
rid of red-light districts and houses of ill fame. 

After the Great Depression of 1929, Tahoe Vista was 
developed into the quiet beach retreat that Miss St. 
Maurice might have appreciated in the old age she 
never had the chance to enjoy.

Sources: This story was compiled from research including 
Saga of Lake Tahoe, E.B. Scott; San Francisco Call, 
Aug. 2, 1913; Oakland Tribune Oct.31, 1913; Salt 
Lake Telegram June 24, 1938; and Oakland Tribune 
Jan. 15, 1915. 
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In the Past
BY PAT DILLON

Special to Moonshine Ink

Tahoe Vista Tenderloin?Tahoe Vista Tenderloin?Tahoe Vista Tenderloin?Tahoe Vista Tenderloin?Tahoe Vista Tenderloin?

“CITY IS COMBED BY POLICE”: When a “wealthy 
mistress” of Sacramento’s tenderloin district was found 
strangled in her room, an investigation uncovered a plot 
by one of her trusted girls. Front page of the Sacramento 
Union, Volume 172, Number 16, 16 July 1913. Courtesy 
California Digital Newspaper Collection 

THE SCARLET QUEEN OF 
SACRAMENTO bought one of 
the first lots available in the newly 
named Tahoe Vista in 1911. Photo 
courtesy Western Nevada Historic 
Photo Collection
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Founder & Director,  
Shane McConkey Foundation 

Follow @ShaneMcConkeyEcoChallengE

Over a decade ago, ski legend Shane McConkey, known for 
his offbeat sense of humor and daredevil feats, acknowl-
edged the troubling future of our planet. 

“We have a lot of environmental issues to conquer,” he 
stated. “Time is of the essence.” 

Shane’s untimely death in 2009 shattered the skiing world 
and our local community, but many of his legacies live on 
and his passion for the environment is a landmark. In one of 
the arms of the Shane McConkey Foundation, founded by 
his wife Sherry and dedicated to making a positive differ-
ence, young people everywhere are invited to protect the 
environment and fight climate change themselves. 

Kind to her core and very wise, Sherry’s commitment to 
protecting our planet is connected to community, her 
daughter’s future, and another way to honor her beloved.

The Shane McConkey Foundation was established in 
2012 and four years later the EcoChallenge was created, 
empowering students from across the globe to have a 
voice in protecting the planet they’re going to inherit. 
How did environmental stewardship, climate change, 
and working with students become a key focus? 
I had always wanted to incorporate an environmental aspect 
into the foundation. Working with students was purposeful 
not only because they are amazing, but they’re also very 
conscious. As adults it’s difficult to change our habits, but 

if you start creating and implementing good stewardship 
practices at a young age, they are more likely to stick and 
become customary. 

What are some of the stand-out EcoChallenge project 
submissions you have seen? 
There are so many! We make a point of acknowledging 
every project that gets submitted, which is a conscious 
effort to uplift through the process. Kids need to believe 
that they can effect change and we want to reinforce that. 
One student started collecting golf balls in Monterey Bay, 
and by shedding light on a significant trash problem, Pebble 
Beach Golf Course committed to monthly clean-up days. 
A team from Whitefish, Montana, banned Styrofoam in 
their town by making changes at school — bringing their 
own plates and utensils; washing their dishes — and then 
the whole community got behind it. A Truckee team from 
Donner Trail Elementary collected 900 pounds of plastic 
lids for their Don’t Drop The Top campaign, and now they 
are getting benches made for our town. It’s simply incred-
ible, the creativity we see. 

Have you seen a shift in the problems students are 
identifying and feeling passionate about solving? 
There are a number of environmental issues students are 
trying to solve, so the range has always been broad. What 
I’m seeing is a feeling of empowerment shift to feelings of 
frustration when they fight for change with viable solutions 
and get ignored. When they demonstrate courage and speak 
in front of leaders and get called “cute.” It’s discouraging 
for kids to see a lack of real action from leaders, and that in 
turn impacts their motivation. 

What concerns you? What gives you hope?
I’m worried that we’re not working fast enough to imple-
ment change; that we’re not working hard enough to protect 
this world for our kids. A parent’s greatest fear is losing a 
child but we’re not thinking about the planet we’re leaving 
them with; the drastic impacts our behaviors have on their 
future. I’m excited because I’ve never seen so many people 
committed to the work. 

NEWS

Sherry McConkey

M onke  starts it  t e out  
erem  ones takes it to t e top  
an  t e ea  ifting in et een

Kids need to believe that they 
can effect change and we 
want to reinforce that.”
 ~ Sherry McConkey

Ste ar s ipSte ar s ipSte ar s ip
Superstars

Welcome to April. A month when 
we celebrate rebirth. Growth. The 
essence of spring, the recognition 
of Earth Day. As we change seasons 
and continue to reconcile the past 
12 months — our shifted mindsets, 
tolerances, and perspectives — 
mending is top of mind. We’ll get 
there not by pointing angry fingers 
about all that’s wrong and who is 
accountable for a lack thereof, but 
instead by rolling up our sleeves and 
getting to work. 

In the spirit of getting-it-done and 
Earth Day, let’s look at the work 
that is already in motion. Below are 
short interviews with five community 
stalwarts for whom environmental 
preservation, education, and 
awareness are ingrained in their 
being. You will notice common 
themes in each conversation: We are 
all accountable. There is no act too 
small. Working collaboratively makes 
all the difference. 

Let their words remind us that 
we’re all stewards of this planet. 
Divisiveness only widens the gap 
between digress and progress. 

(I would be remiss to not do a shout-
out for Clean Up The Lake, Clean 
Tahoe, SWEP, and many, many others 
— this roundup is a small sampling 
of the incredible work being done 
locally.)  

By Liz Bowling
Photos by Wade Snider
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• The Shane McConkey Foundation has raised 
over $550,000 for charitable causes and 
organizations. 

• 1,300 students have participated in  
the EcoChallenge competition. Im
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See SUPERSTARS p. 24



24 8 APRIL – 12 MAY 2021 MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Education & Outreach Director, UC Davis  
Tahoe Environmental Research Center

Follow @UCDavisTahoe

For over 15 years Heather Segale has fostered stewardship pro-
grams that inspire interest in environmental science. Working with 
school-aged children as well as adults, she establishes a culture of 
environmental awareness while also fostering a mindset of personal 
responsibility. 

There are layers of experiential programming in your work, from 
hands-on exhibits to a robust lecture series, to a recently updated 
Citizens Science Tahoe App. Tell us about the range of work you 
are doing.
We operate two science centers (in Incline Village and Tahoe City) 
where interactive exhibits provide engaging information about Lake 
Tahoe, the latest findings from our world-class research, and how 
we can work together to protect this precious resource. Our school 
programs for kids are designed to stimulate curiosity and motivate 
environmental awareness early on. Our Tahoe Science Center in 
Incline Village explores everything from water quality and lake health 
to monitoring climate change. We raise awareness about microplastics 
and ways to reduce plastic usage in every household. Our monthly 

lecture series covers a broad range of topics, and we recently updated our 
Citizens Science Tahoe App that encourages individuals to share observations — 
identifying litter hot spots, water quality issues, algae growth, and more to help 
researchers with their work. We talk with people about the basics: the importance 
of picking up trash (The beach is not an ashtray!), disposing of dog waste (There 
is no poop fairy!), lake-friendly gardening, and engage regularly about solutions. 

How can visitors and 
residents alike demonstrate 
stewardship?
When we reopen, visit the 
Tahoe Science Center in 
Incline Village to learn about 
our research programs — I 
assure you it is worth the trip! 
Attend a lecture and follow our 
social pages to increase your 
awareness of what’s happening 
on a local level. Download the 
Citizen Science Tahoe App, 
which is a powerful tool to 
help communicate what you’re 
seeing on our public lands 
and beaches. Our research 
teams evaluate and utilize this 
information, and it is an easy 
way to volunteer a small portion 
of your time. Simply take 
care — pick up trash, reduce 
plastic usage, make changes in 
your everyday life and engage 
in conversations about climate 
change. Every action, small or 
large, makes a difference.

SUPERSTARS from p. 23

CEO, Tahoe Fund 

Follow @TahoeFund

At the helm of a growing 
number of Lake Tahoe’s 
preservation projects and 
environmental stewardship 
campaigns is Amy Berry, 
CEO of Tahoe Fund. Her 
regional project approach 
and innovative fundraising 
tactics have resulted in 
trail development across 
the Lake Tahoe Basin, 
educational campaigns 
to promote stewardship, 
and regularly imparting a 
simple, yet powerful mes-
sage: “Take Care.” 

You lead two organiza-
tions: Tahoe Fund and 
Take Care Tahoe. Tell us 
about the evolution of both 
and where we’ve seen your 
work.
Almost 11 years ago, Tahoe 
Fund was organized by a diverse 
group of local leaders who wanted 
to see projects that improve Lake 
Tahoe’s natural environments come 
to life. Soon after, I was hired as CEO and together, we 
have built the organization from scratch with an action-
oriented approach. From the start we leveraged private 
funding to secure public dollars, while raising awareness 
about issues that were/are hugely impactful to the 
Basin. Our strategy was simple: identify the problems 
and help to fix them with our partners. Our work ranges 
from infrastructure projects like the East Shore Trail in 
Incline Village to regional signage that educates — in 
a cheeky way — the simple, everyday practices of 
stewardship. Take Care was born out of frustration for 
how people were treating Tahoe. We quickly learned 
that we can’t expect people to take care properly if we 
don’t educate them on expectations. It has been our 
pleasure to be the fiscal sponsor of Take Care and work 
with more than 50 partners on initiatives to support its 
purpose. 

What’s your shared message to Moonshine readers 
this Earth Day?  
“Take Care” of the things you love the most. That’s a 
personal commitment to leave a place better than you 
found it. And while simple and broad, it’s committing 
to finding out what taking care means to you; defining 
what that looks like and then taking action. There are 
so many opportunities to get involved — in whatever 
way that works best for you.

NEWS

Amy Berry

Take care of the 
things you love  
the most.”
 ~ Amy Berry

Heather Segale

• Tahoe Fund has leveraged $3 million of private funding to  
secure over $50 million in public funding for local projects. 

• There are more than 50 projects in its portfolio. 

• Since 2005, the Tahoe Environmental Research Center has raised 
$6.416 million for exhibits and education programs in the area.

• Over 161,000 people have visited the Tahoe Science Center. 

•  TERC has educated more than 58,000 students.
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Chief Strategy Officer, 
League to Save Lake Tahoe

Follow @keeptahoeblue

The Keep Tahoe Blue sticker is one 
of the most recognizable statements 
from the region. Adapted decades 
ago, it continues to be widely shared 
and referenced. Behind the slogan 
is the longest running (local) advo-
cacy organization, whose influence 
goes well beyond volunteerism and 
outreach. Jesse Patterson is the chief 
strategy officer and talks with us 
about what environmental progress 
looks like. 

From trash clean-up days to 
combating aquatic invasive weeds, 
your team is on the front lines 
of preservation and stewardship. 
What are some of our biggest 
problems? 
The perception that everything is 
fine — that Lake Tahoe is blue. By 
the time we actually see a problem, 
it might be too late. There are a 
number of pressing threats to our 
environment; part of the League’s 
mission is to make sure everyone 
knows they can and must play an 
active role in Tahoe’s preservation.

What are some of the tactics you’re 
using to engage Tahoe’s diverse 
community of visitors and resi-
dents to address these problems?
We lead by example and offer a range 
of programs and experiences to 
reduce the barrier of entry for people 
who want to get involved. Whether 
it’s 15 minutes or four hours, there 
are many ways to make a difference. 
Keep Tahoe Blue clean-up days 
require a bigger time commitment, 
but we have people who travel to 
Lake Tahoe to participate because 

the experience is powerful. We 
worked with TERC on the Citizens 
Science Tahoe App so that people 
without a lot of time can protect 
while they play by providing mean-
ingful information to researchers in 

real-time. Ninety percent of people 
are doing good things. We share their 
stories, thank them, and honor their 
work. We have an inclusive and clear 
mission that’s easy to get behind. 

In your nine-year tenure with the 
League, what are some of the big-
gest policy changes you’ve seen? 
Most noticeable is more coordi-
nated region-wide education and 
engagement. Collectively, we’ve 
moved away from agency silos to 
address stewardship with a more 
holistic approach. It’s encourag-
ing to see and feel that change; it 
has truly benefited the lake and 
our community. While there are 
a number of large-scale regional 
plans and visions, we see small 
successes and improvements year to 
year through our efforts, and that 
progress is exciting. Pilot projects 
are the first step to broader imple-
mentation. Small successes breed 
larger successes.

NEWS

Excellent Surgery Care | Compassionate Team | Competitive Rates
TahoeOralSurgery.com | 530-587-5440

Treating our Patients 
– and our Planet – 

with great care and respect.

Proud Members of 
1% for the Planet

Jesse Patterson

Collectively, we’ve moved away 
from agency silos to address 
stewardship with a more holistic 
approach.”

~ Jesse Patterson

See SUPERSTARS p. 26

SPACIOUS DINE IN  & 
HEATED OUTDOOR PATIO

Takeout availability varies based on restaurant’s overall capacity 

• The League to Save Lake Tahoe has engaged more than 7,000 
volunteers in hands-on cleanup efforts to Keep Tahoe Blue.

• Together, have removed nearly 48,000 pounds of litter from 
Tahoe’s environment.

• The League has created three citizen-science programs and 
trained over 1,100 volunteer participants who have conducted 
surveys and gathered data that have been used to combat 
threats to Tahoe.
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Professional Snowboarder; 
Founder of Protect  
Our Winters (POW)

Follow  
@protectourwinters  
and @jeremyjones

The hook of winter touched Jeremy 
Jones at an early age. The season shaped 
his life in two ways; first, by inspiring a 
deep-rooted passion for snowboarding 
— he is widely regarded as one of the 
most legendary big mountain riders and 
explorers of all time. Second, because 
he started seeing changes in the weather 
and became committed to protecting 
winter against climate impacts while also 
uniting the sports community to take a 
stand and effect change at the highest 
level. Protect Our Winters (POW) was 
founded in 2007 by Jones to advance 
nonpartisan policies that protect the 
planet today and for future generations. 

You have used a number of media formats and educational tactics to discuss 
climate change. From major films and podcasts to social media campaigns, 
what have you found to be the most successful platform in communicating 
these issues?
Longer format mediums are my preferred method because climate change is a 
big issue and it’s hard to communicate the layers of science, research, technology 
solutions, and the cultural shift that’s needed in a social post. Social media has 
incredible reach, so I don’t want to minimize the power of that visual sharing 
tool, either. 

Protect Our Winters influences policy change and some of your program-
ming is formed around political will — voter education, engagement, and 
lobby camps. Tell us why that matters. 
Changes in policy. That’s what is going to get us there. We need the masses to 
align and build a movement to shift cultural norms. Our political leaders need 
to embrace renewable energy, transportation alternatives, and new technologies. 

Addressing climate needs to be a top policy priority. There is no room for climate 
deniers, but there is an opportunity to further expand and connect the climate 
issue to people and places. POW focuses a lot of efforts on education, reiterating 
the importance of electing climate advocates, and shifting our nation’s response to 
the climate crisis. To have large-scale CO2 reduction we need systemic change.  
We should all live an examined life, but we won’t get there without policy changes. 

How do you talk to your kids about climate change? What conversations do 
you have as a family to shed light on what’s happening to our planet? 
Inevitably my kids pick up on conversations because the environment as a whole 
is part of our family dialogue. What I don’t do is create fear. I communicate the 
importance of rolling up our sleeves to do the work but in a positive tone. We 
go to climate marches; we activate their knowledge with outdoor experiences 
so their love of the planet is just as strong as my own. I don’t want to share the 
burden of what could be if we don’t make changes. 

On a local level, what can we as a community? 
We need to think bigger and get beyond leaders and agencies stopping progress. 
We need to ask, what if — what if Tahoe/Truckee had a solar farm? How can we 
make that happen — who needs to make that decision? 

NEWS

FAMILY AFFAIR: The Jones family attends climate marches together. Photo by Ming Poon

• Protect Our Winters engaged with 33 million voters about climate 
policy ahead of the 2020 election to educate and boost political will. 

• In 2020, POW hosted 80 virtual events with 7,050 attendees. 

• POW launched the #CrushIt4Climate social media campaign to 
connect climate advocates with athletic achievements, reaching  
5 million people and raising more than $1 million. 

We should all live an examined 
life, but we won’t get there 
without policy changes.”

~ Jeremy Jones

Call me to fi nd yours.
Live Your Best Life in Tahoe.

TRINKIE WATSON
NV BS.1022 | CA 00326518

530 582 0722
twatson@chaseinternational.com 
LakeTahoeLuxuryEstates.com

Jeremy Jones
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NEWS

1 Epic Pass Announces Epic Discounts
BROOMFIELD, CO
Since  March 24, Epic Passes have been available for 
the 2021/22 season. Concurrently with the opening, 
Vail Resorts announced a reset of all North American 
pass prices with 20% price reductions across the 
board. “It’s a bold move to give everyone the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the value and flexibility of a pass,” the 
company said in a statement.

“For less than $500, skiers and riders can access 
Heavenly, Northstar, and Kirkwood with two of the 
most popular Epic Pass options for California and 
Nevada residents,” the release continues. Pricing is 
as follows: 
• Tahoe Local Pass is $495 (down from $619)
• Tahoe Value Pass is $423 (down from $529)
• The new Epic 1-Day Pass is $67 and an Epic 

7-Day pass is $57 per day
• The Epic Local Pass is now available for $583 

(down from $729 last season) and the full Epic 
Pass is priced at $783 (down from $979), both 
with access to Vail, Park City, Breckenridge, 
Stevens Pass, Whistler Blackcomb, and more

In addition to access to the mountains, all passes 
come with Epic Mountain Rewards again this year, 
which amount to 20% off on-mountain dining, lodg-
ing, group ski and ride school lessons, equipment 
rentals, and other perks.

~ Vail press release

2 Plumas Bank Relocates to Reno, 
Acquires Feather River Bancorp
RENO, YUBA CITY, QUINCY
On March 11 Plumas Bancorp announced a merger 
with Feather River Bancorp, which stipulates that 
the former will acquire the latter at a stock and cash 
transaction valued at approximately $21 million. As 
of Dec. 31, 2020, on a pro forma consolidated basis, 
the combined company would have approximately 
$1.3 billion in assets and $1.1 billion in deposits. It 
will operate 14 branches throughout Northeastern 
California and Western Nevada.

Feather River, headquartered in Yuba City, 
California, is the parent company of Bank of Feather 
River, a 13-year-old bank with approximately $182 
million in assets as of Dec. 31, 2020. Bank of Feather 
River operates from its sole location in Yuba City.

“We are thrilled to announce our merger agree-
ment with Bank of Feather River,” said Plumas 
president and CEO Andrew Ryback. “From Quincy to 
Yuba City, our companies share a connection to the 
people and businesses who have built their liveli-
hoods alongside California’s winding Feather River. 
Bringing together the team of local experts at Bank 
of Feather River with Plumas Bank’s technology and 
small business expertise offers even greater services 
for the Yuba City marketplace. We look forward to 
providing long-term value to our combined share-
holders, clients, team members, and the communi-
ties we serve.”

Just a few days later, on March 15, Plumas 
announced the relocation of its corporate office 
to 5525 Kietzke Ln., Reno, Nevada, which, a press 
release from the company states, “demonstrates 
its ongoing commitment to increase services for 
businesses based in the Northern Nevada region.” 
Plumas Bank first opened a loan production office 
in Reno in 2006, followed by branches in Reno and 
Carson City in 2015 and 2018, respectively. Plumas 
Bank will remain headquartered in Quincy, California, 
and Ryback will split his time between the bank’s 
administrative office in Quincy and Plumas Bancorp’s 

corporate office in Reno. In the past year, Plumas 
Bank facilitated the distribution of funds through 
the paycheck protection program to over 1,800 
businesses. 

~ Plumas Bank press releases 

3 Tahoma Market, Formerly PDQ Market 
and Deli, Reopens 
TAHOMA 
It’s a Tahoe institution. “Tahoma Market originally 
opened in 1943, serving the community and guests 
of the Tahoma Hotel, where the overnight room 
rate was just $4,” Constance Churchman of Tahoma 
Market shared with the Ink in an email. “[We] served 
the local community and guests of the Tahoma Hotel 
with food and ‘fountain lunches.’”

The market, which also housed a Western Union 
station to communicate with the world, was once 
called the PDQ Market and Deli, and is now open 
after a two-year renovation. “We did a soft-open 
mid-January and have been busy ever since,” 
Churchman said. “The store’s design is open, light 
and airy — a really pleasant place to shop and work.” 

The deli continues to make its bread in-house every 
morning for sandwiches that are famous in their own 
right around the lake. Bread choices include white, 
wheat, cheese, jalapeno cheese, pesto, and garlic. 
Other options include breakfast sandwiches, pastries, 
and homemade pizza, along with a full coffee bar. 
The complete menu can be found on the website 
at tahomamarketdeli.com/menu. You can also order 
pizza ahead by calling (530) 525-7411. The market 
carries essential everyday groceries along with a 
selection of fresh produce, beer, wine and liquor.

“We make it a point to try and support local 
business,” explained Churchman of the deli’s 
philosophy. “We are so grateful to be a part 
of this community. We’ve received so much 
support and positive feedback from both 
locals and visitors.”

~ BL

4 Get Juiced!
INCLINE VILLAGE
Through their passion for health and wellness, 
sisters Emme and Maea Wistrom started an 
Incline Village-based cold-pressed and unpas-
teurized juice business, which they are calling 
EverGreens Juicery. Currently, their products 
are only available to North Lake Tahoe resi-
dents for delivery. Juice orders placed online 
are pressed and delivered to customers each 
Sunday for maximum freshness. Each juice 
blend focuses on different wellness benefits, 
such as being anti-inflammatory or helping 
with digestion. 

Since the two first started the business over 
the winter, their small-batch juices have been 
selling out weekly. The Wistroms plan to 
enter the Incline and Truckee farmers markets 
this summer while continuing their delivery 
service, and, as the business expands, they 
hope to have a physical storefront open for 
EverGreens by 2022. 

For more information about EverGreens, or to place 
an order, visit evergreensjuicery.com

~ Gabby Dodd, Special to Moonshine Ink

5 The Mountain Collective Returns
ASPEN, SNOWMASS, CO
On March 16, The Mountain Collective announced 
the return of The Mountain Collective Pass for the 
2021/22 season. After debuting in 2012/13 with four 
resort partners (including Squaw Valley), the pass has 
grown to a roster of 23 destinations across the globe. 
This year’s new teen pass will provide “discounted 
access for young rippers aged 13-18,” explains the 
collective’s press release. Pricing for passes is as fol-
lows, for a limited time: $499 for adults, $129 for kids 
(12 and under at time of purchase), and teen passes 
run $399 USD (ages 13-18 at time of purchase). 

The pass includes two days of skiing or riding with 
no blackout dates at each of the 23 partners (46 total 
days), a 50% discount on all additional days, and for 
a limited time, a third bonus day offer at the resort of 
the passholders’ choice. 

“As travel restrictions related to the Covid pandemic 
are beginning to lift, TMC is hopeful that passholders 
will have the opportunity to visit as many destinations 
as possible next season,” the release continues. 
“However, to provide passholders with peace of mind, 
the ‘No Questions Asked’ refund guarantee returns, 
allowing passholders a full refund upon request any 
time prior to August 31st, 2021.”

No new resorts have been added to the pass for the 
2021/22 season, though last winter marked the addi-
tion of five new partners: Sugarloaf, Maine; Panorama, 

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS #

K
E

E
P

T
A

H
O

E
S

M
A R T

WASHOE 
COUNTYPLACER COUNTY

EL DORADO 
COUNTY

NEVADA COUNTY

AFTER A TWO-YEAR HIATUS for renovation, Tahoma Market (formerly PDQ 
Market and Deli) has reopened on Tahoe’s West Shore. Courtesy photo

2
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Sergeants Promoted to Lieutenants
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Police Department has announced the promotions of Sergeant Danny 
Renfrow and Sergeant Lisa Madden to police lieutenant. Both of their appoint-
ments were effective March 10. 

Renfrow has 17 years of law enforcement experience with the Truckee Police 
Department. During his career, he has worked in patrol, in investigations as 
a detective, as a field training officer, and as an administrative sergeant. As a 
sergeant, he supervised patrol teams, served on the major incident team, managed 

the traffic unit, and is currently part of the dive team. 
Madden started her law enforcement career with the Sacramento County Sheriff’s 

Office, where she worked in the courts, corrections, and patrol. She joined the 
Truckee Police Department in 2010. During her career with Truckee PD, Madden 
has worked in patrol, in investigations as a detective, was part of the Adventure 
and Recreation Community team, and a field training officer. As a sergeant, she 
supervised patrol teams and was the training and field training officer coordinator. 

Police Chief Randall Billingsley also announced the promotion of Officer Jake 
Donohue to police sergeant. Donohue’s appointment was effective as of March 21.  
Donohue has been an invaluable member of the Truckee Police Department, 
working as a patrol officer, traffic officer, and officer in charge.

~ Town of Truckee newsletter

Truckee Representation on Nevada County Committees
NEVADA CITY
Hardy Bullock, supervisor for Nevada County’s District 5, has made a series of 
appointments to committees.
• Airport Commission: James Good
• Building and Accessibility Standards Board of Appeals: Charles Faber
• Fish and Wildlife Commission: Kevin Murphy
• Historical Landmarks Commission: Bernie Zimmerman and Barbara Czerwinski
• Planning Commission: William Greeno
• Sewage Disposal Technical Advisory Group: open
• Truckee Tahoe Airport Land Use Commission: Nikki Riley
“I spent a lot of time talking with the existing commissioners and learning about 

their service,” Bullock stated in an email to Moonshine Ink. “It was important to me 
that anyone interested in serving understood the commitment, the time, and what 
responsibilities are included in the position. I’m very happy to be working with our 
new commissioners and I believe they represent a broad complement of view-
points, which is critical. Local government is a great way to contribute. If you have 
a concern about our community, a seat at the table is reserved for you, problems 
are solved by people who care enough to serve.”

~ AH

Tahoe Forest Health System Welcomes New Physician
TRUCKEE
Tahoe Forest Health System announced that Michael Peter Hagen Jr., MD, has 
joined their team at the Tahoe Forest MultiSpecialty Clinics. As a family medicine 
provider, Dr. Hagen provides comprehensive health care, including preventive care 
and chronic disease management, to people of all ages. Dr. Hagen attended medi-
cal school at Texas A&M College of Medicine and completed his family residency 
at Memorial Family Medicine Residency Program. He is fellowship-trained in 
sports medicine from the Methodist Willowbrook Primary Care Sports Medicine 
Fellowship, and is certified by the American Board of Family Medicine in family 
medicine and sports medicine.

The office of Dr. Hagen is located at 10978 Donner Pass Road, Truckee. New 
patients are accepted. For appointments, please call (530) 582-1212.

~ TFH press release

NEWS

British Columbia; Sun Peaks, British Columbia; Grand Targhee, Wyoming; and the 
Chamonix region of France.

Passes are available online at mountaincollective.com.
~ TMC press release

6 New Creative Licensing Solutions for the Food Industry
NEVADA CITY
Nevada County’s Environmental Health Department announced the kickoff of 
Platform Kitchen Operations, designed to benefit permitted food entrepreneurs 
through these uncertain and trying economic times. This new model allows Platform 
Kitchen operators to team up with and work out of permitted commercial kitchens 
within Nevada County. The collaborative approach brings new opportunities for 
both established commercial kitchens, existing caterers/temporary food facilities, 
and fledgling entrepreneurs.

The PKO program launched on Feb. 8, and allows operators to work in a permit-
ted space during set hours, store items there, and run a pick-up or delivery-only 
model business. No dine-in seating will be permitted. The annual permit fee  
(Nov. 1 to Oct. 31) for PKO is $288.30, with additional fees for the application and 
initial inspection. 

Those wishing to start a PKO, and already have an approved commissary picked 
out, need to fill out the questionnaire and contact NCDEH to start the permitting 

process. If you are just starting and want to operate as a PKO, review the question-
naire and call NCDEH with questions.

More information, including the questionnaire, can be found at mynevadacounty.com/
platformkitchen. 

~ Nevada County press release

7 Ralphs, Food 4 Less Donate Over 28 Million Meals in 2020
LOS ANGELES
On March 24, the partnership of grocers announced that in 2020 it raised nearly $5 
million in funds and donated 9.8 million pounds (or 28.2 million meals) of food to local 
communities while diverting more than 85% of waste from local landfills in California. 
Ralphs Grocery and Food 4 Less are both divisions of The Kroger Co. and have been 
running a campaign dubbed Zero Hunger, Zero Waste, “the company’s bold vision to 
end hunger in our communities and eliminate waste across the company by 2025,” 
according to the joint press release.

Each year, Ralphs and Food 4 Less are in the top five Kroger Divisions for achieving 
total waste diversion.

“We are driven by our ‘food first’ mission that no matter who you are, where you’re 
from, how you shop or what you like to eat, everyone deserves to have fresh, affordable, 
and easy-to-enjoy food,” said Vanessa Rosales, director of corporate affairs at Food 4 
Less. “We are dedicated to giving back to the communities we serve, and grateful for 
the progress we’ve made towards our 2025 goal.”

~ Ralphs/Food 4 Less press release

MOVING IN, MOVING ON, MOVING  UP

BRIEFS from p. 27
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This has probably happened 
to most of us: You’ve sought 
out a secluded place outside, 
let’s say a beach or picnic 
spot, and you’re soaking in its 
beauty and serenity. The act 
is transformative. It takes you 
out of your routine and gives 
you a reset from the stresses 
of life. Then, a group of others 
comes along with blaring music 
and voices, maybe a solid buzz, 
half of them working an iPhone 
like diligent digital chipmunks, 
barely looking up. 

“Man, this place is gorgeous!” 
one of them shouts, without 
looking up from a phone. 
After a few selfies in front of 
the vista, they plop down and 
begin doing exactly what they 
might have done in the place 
where they came from: being 
loud, focused on themselves, 
and inattentive to their trash. 
Instead of being transformed 
by this environment, they have 
transformed it. And, in your 
view, not for the better. You 
shake your head and wonder, 
why did these people even 
come here if all they wanted 
to do was act the way they do 
back home?

You have just encountered an 
invasive species. A biological 
entity that unwittingly trans-
forms and upsets the balance 
in the environment it comes 
to, instead of harmonizing with 
it. Locals have long welcomed 
visitors to the area. We love 
to share the beauty of our 
environs, and visitors are an 
important lifeblood to the 
economy. But their attitudes 
don’t always jibe with local 
ways.

We roll our eyes at the 
demanding lady in the coffee 
shop, waaaay too worked up 
over her order. Or the man 
who becomes incensed when 
he finally gets pushback from 

a server he’s been treating 
poorly for an hour. We shake 
our heads at the tailgaters and 
the “bubble heads,” people so 
in their own world that they 
don’t seem to recognize the 
one they’re actually in. We’re 
puzzled when people treat 
fellow humans as if they’re 
nuisances, impediments to 
accomplishing whatever 
personal mission they’re cur-
rently on.

Life in the city can be like 
that, we reason. These aren’t 
rude people; they just have 
daily operational habits geared 
toward surviving city life that 
don’t mesh well with life in the 
mountains. It’s okay. They’ll be 
gone by Labor Day, anyway.

But what would happen if they 
didn’t go? What if they came 
in large numbers, all at once, 
and stayed? Would those city 
behaviors become the norm for 
the mountains? We’re about 
to find out, and that concern 
is understandably ruffling 
feathers among longtime 
residents who feel defensive 
of the mountain culture. This 
is a big deal for them because 
an important part of the local 
Tahoe ethic is stewardship. 
Many of us feel not just a 
humble respect for this place, 
but a responsibility for it. We 
get a little defensive when it 
comes under any sort of threat.

But let’s be clear, the vast 
majority of us are actually 
transplants ourselves, and 
being a “local” is relative. After 
33 years of residence, I think of 
myself as a local, but my wife 
(who was born at Tahoe Forest 
Hospital) takes a different view 
of my status. And surely there 
are Washoe people who would 
offer her a side-eye if she 
boasted of her “local-ness.” So, 
no one should get to claim the 
mantle of local superiority. 

There’s a big difference 
between stewardship and 
ownership.

Still, there’s something to be 
said for maintaining a cultural 
identity, and it’s fair to invite 
new residents to join it instead 
of unwittingly transforming 
it. I’ve very unscientifically 
interviewed dozens of locals 

for this piece and, distilled 
down, here’s what they want 
new residents to know: Please 
don’t act in ways you’re used 
to, while telling others how you 
think they should behave. The 
word that kept coming up to 
describe this phenomenon is 
“entitled.” Please be humble, 
and allow your own sense of 
stewardship to develop before 
you start thinking you know 
everything.

And they’ve got a point. You 
wouldn’t move to Italy and 
then yell at everyone for 
smoking in public. It’s their 
way. And if your American 
habits were irritating the locals, 
you’d probably want an Italian 
confidante to gently break the 
news and offer an alternative 
choice of behavior. 

Or perhaps you’re the type who 
wouldn’t care, in which case 
maybe you should go back to 
the Bay. Just kidding. Sort of. 

This might be a good time to 
address the longtime locals 
about their behavior as well. 
Let’s remember that most 
of our new neighbors do not 
actually act this way, it’s only 
a visible minority who feel like 
an invasive species. If you’ve 
become super agitated by this 
subject lately, you need to 
chill. Ranting profanely online 
or screaming at someone in 
person for driving too closely 
is hardly being the change 
you wish to see in the world. 
I’ve spent the last 800 words 
talking about how cool we all 
are up here. Don’t make me 
look like a jerk.

Okay, so here I am writing an 
editorial telling others how 
they ought to behave. What a 
hypocrite, right? But hold on a 
sec. A fair percentage of recent 
arrivals presumably moved 
here precisely because this isn’t 
the city. And not just for the 
proximity to recreation, either. 
Rhythms are different here. 
Behaviors are different. I’d 
wager a good number of y’all 
are hoping to let Tahoe change 
you after years of conditioning 
in a more urban setting. But 
how? Locked inside during 
Covid is no way to make new 
friends and assimilate into new 
surroundings. As things begin 

to open up, though, now is the 
perfect time for reflection … 
perhaps shedding some old 
habits and embracing new ones 
that just might change you for 
the better. My advice? Start 
by cultivating your sense of 
stewardship, and give it a little 
time. It is awfully good here, 
after all.

So, with that, here’s a brief list 
from those locals who want to 
be that Italian confidante. I 
divided it, a little cheekily, into 
two categories:

How to Not Be an Invasive 
Species

• Don’t tailgate or drive 
agressively.

• Don’t be showy, demanding, 
or rude.

• Patronizing an establish-
ment doesn’t entitle you to 
be a jerk.

• No one cares how you look, 
except you. Seriously.

• Annoy your plow driver at 
your own peril.

• Don’t drive with 2 feet of 
snow on top of your car.

• You don’t need that extra 
cup of coffee.

• Confrontation should 
not be your first line of 
communication.

• No one here is trying to win 
their life. (We live in Tahoe. 
We’ve already won!)

• Clothes don’t connote 
status.

• Complain a little less.

• Don’t be a d*ck. It’s a 
small town and you’re not 
anonymous.

• If you want a slower pace of 
life ... slow down.

• Never, ever fire a weapon at 
wildlife. Ever.

• Don’t call the cops over 
every little thing.

How to Become a Sierra 
Wildflower

• Take a breath, and not just 
during your morning run.

• Offer to help people.

• Find your tribe.

• Take time to know your 
neighbors.

• Support a community 
organization.

• During heavy storms, 
neighbors look after each 
other. Be a part of that.

• Know the forecast.

• Know your gear.

• Keep an extra layer of 
clothes in your car, espe-
cially in summer.

• Turn off your porch light 
after 10.

• Yield when entering a 
roundabout, keep moving 
once you’re in it.

• Turn into the skid.

• Ski at Homewood on a 
sunny weekday. You’re 
welcome.

• Venture beyond Starbucks.

• Look strangers in the eye.

• Wave at pedestrians, espe-
cially in your neighborhood.

• A happy mountain life 
means being okay with 
inconvenience.

• Coyotes won’t hurt you or 
your kids.

• But they will eat your cats 
and small dogs. Be wise 
about this.

• Bears are practically sacred 
here. Respect them and 
mind your trash. 

• Lots of dogs are off leash. 
Join the fun.

• Watch the sunset/alpen-
glow/stars as often as you 
can.

• There are two seasons here: 
winter and road construc-
tion. Being zen about it 
helps.

• Treat servers, teachers, and 
Spanish-speakers as your 
equal.

• Drink plenty of water.

• Unplug.

• Shop local.

• Read the local papers. 

• Everything is going to be 
okay.

~ Billy Griffin is a longtime local 
and owner of New Moon Natural 
Foods with locations in Truckee 
and Tahoe City. 

OPINION

How Not to Be an Invasive Species

MY SHOT
By Billy Griffin
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I was disappointed to see the cur-
rent STR regulations passed. This 
legislation passed by voters, raising 
taxes and imposing strict regulations 
on STRs in response to perceived 
abuses by short-term renters. An 
easy ordinance to pass as the taxes 
and regulation will mostly be affect-
ing folks from out of town while the 
Town of Truckee gets to keep the 
loot. A no-brainer.

But the regulations we had in place 
before were adequate. Enforcement 
of those rules would have been the 
appropriate solution. More rules 
(some of them ridiculous), expen-
sive registrations, and threatening 
homeowners who rent their places 
short-term with large fines and 
misdemeanor prosecution are all 
elements that take this ordinance too 
far.

While this will be an unpopular 
opinion with the prevailing attitude 
toward STRs, it is my opinion that 
this ordinance is both overly punitive 
and a reaction to problems that have 
existed in every tourist community 
since there was such a thing. STR 
registration already exists, noise 
ordinances already exist, parking 
regulations already exist, safety 
codes already exist, waste manage-
ment regulations already exist, etc., 
etc. Add to the fact that most STR 
owners are suffering financially 
already, this ordinance only piles on 
the financial damage. 

People consistently fail to recognize 
that it is tourism — and tourism 
alone — that keeps this town afloat. 

Some of us rely on the 
ability to short-term rent 
our homes to supple-
ment our incomes in 
a location where real 
estate prices and other 
costs have gone mad. 
Punishing decent folks 
for the actions of a small 
minority seems to be the 
new normal, and that is 
exactly what is happen-
ing here. 

While I will not try to claim that 
there are no problems with STRs, 
unfortunately, in life we rarely hear 
about the positive side of well … 
anything. I have had a fantastic 
experience as a host so far with 
very respectful guests who leave the 
house spotless when they leave and 
treat my home and neighbors with 
respect. I think this is the experience 
that most hosts have, but the public 
rarely, if ever, hears about someone 
else’s positive experience.

Remember that:

• STR renters are scored for their 
performance. A bad renter is 
unlikely to be back at any given 
location. Their rating as a guest 
is available for any host to see 
and they are thus incentivized to 
behave and follow the house rules.

• STR owners are incentivized to 
keep their properties in good 
condition 
and appear-
ance. We’ve 
all seen 
beat-down 
long-term 
rentals.

• Truckee 
depends on 
tourism to 
survive, and 
all of the 
problems 
that this 
ordinance is 

designed to address existed before 
STRs became readily available.

As far as Accessory Dwelling 
Units are concerned, I believe that 
mandating ADUs to be used only 
for long-term rentals is a violation 
of private property rights. It’s hard 
not to sound like a Trump supporter 
here, but I still believe in some basic 
property rights. As long as ADUs are 
legal, it is not the place of the Town 
of Truckee to mandate that private 
homeowners can only rent their 
ADUs to long-term renters. 

Here we have the Town of Truckee 
raising their tax revenues on rentals, 
while at the same time restricting  
the ability of private homeowners to  
maximize their own revenues. I do 
not personally have an ADU, but 
I see a reactionary mandate here 
that eliminates the right of a private 
homeowner to use their property in  
a manner that is both legal and 
beneficial to those individuals.

I recognize these are all moot 
points as this regulation has already 
passed, but these are my feelings 
nonetheless.

~ Dave Medara is a father, a GIS 
specialist, rigger, climber, skier, guide, 
avalanche educator, and enthusiast. 
Dave has been a Truckee resident and 
homeowner since 2012. 

OPINION

A Dissenting 
Opinion on a

Moot Point
Truckee’s new STR regulations 

don’t see the full picture

MY SHOT
By Dave Medara  

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
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CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

We want to know what you think 
of our coverage of local news, 
mountain life, arts, and culture.

We want to hear about the topics 
you care about in the community. 

Send letters to the editor to 
editors@moonshineink.com to see 
your name and thoughts in print!

Have a thought?
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READERS
REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@ 
moonshineink.com

In response to coverage of 
TRPA and Placer, Washoe 
counties

Kings Beach Has Questions 
for the County
Placer County has paid close to 
$15 million for the King Beach 
Town center property, and close 
to $3 million for the Eastern 
Gateway property, plus an 
excess of 10 years of demo cost 
and staff time and no payment 
of property taxes.

The board of supervisors as 
the seller for whatever reason 
gave [the option to buy] to 
the Clark Group in December 
2017, and instructed staff to 
enter into a contract, opening 
escrow for $4 million ($3 
million for the town center 
and $1 million for the Eastern 
Gateway). Why such a low 
price and why not accept any 
back-up offers?

The contract given to the 
developers required a mere 
$25,000 down payment with 
two more $25,000 extensions, 
which were fully refundable if 
they did not move on with the 
project for a period of three 
years. On March 9, 2021, with 
no input from the Kings Beach 
community or anyone else, the 
board decided to give another 

three-year extension with little 
or no performance on the 
original contract.

Why has the county not put 
this contract up to rebid for the 
original bidder as well as other 
potential bidders which may 
be better positioned to get the 
projects done?

There are many other 
citizens of Kings Beach which 
have similar questions as to the 
future of Kings Beach and the 
actions of Placer County in the 
way it treats us.

~ Jim Gardiner, Kings Beach, 
via letter 

TRPA, Counties Need to 
Address Project Failures
Homewood Mountain Resort 
and Boulder Bay have failed 
the community. It’s been over 
a decade now, and Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency’s 
Community Enhancement 
Program, Boulder Bay and 
Homewood, have failed to 
complete best management 
practices or improve water 
quality. Homewood has left a 
boarded-up mess at the Tahoe 
Inn in Brockway, the property 
tagged and toxic with mold. 

Boulder Bay is starting up 
again with massive condo 
towers while again trying to 
take our fourth exit out of the 
Crystal Bay neighborhood 
through abandonment. The 
residents better have wings 
if there is a fire because the 

site is strewn with rusted junk 
and falling down buildings. 
Both the Tahoe Inn and parts 
of the Boulder Bay property 
are health and safety issues. 
Placer County won’t help. 
Washoe County won’t help. 
JMA won’t clean up their mess 
in Homewood, but they are 
beginning the process of build-
ing luxury condos. The excuse 
for their failure to demolish 
the Tahoe Inn is that it wasn’t 
a condition of approval and 
“they needed to divert funds 
elsewhere.” In fact, razing the 
Tahoe Inn is a condition of 
transferring their TAUS and 
Placer County failed to include 
it in their conditions. The 
residents are furious.

TRPA approved these 
massive, expensive ideas and 
now they are morphing into 
giant condo complexes because 
that’s the hot commodity in real 
estate. Condos are a different 
animal use-wise, and traffic has 
become brutal in the decade 
since approval. TRPA must 
require new traffic studies on 
both projects.

Both Homewood and 
Boulder Bay have found a 
developer’s loophole: phasing. 
Unbelievably, Homewood is 
beginning with a phase within 
a phase. Seven freestanding 
condos begins the piecemeal 
planning, thereby avoiding 
their mitigation requirements 
concerning fire evacuation and 
Tahoe Inn demo. Boulder Bay 

began with 18 condos, avoiding 
the triggers of their mitigations.

TRPA, you can resurrect 
and improve the program 
with enforcement. Hold 
Homewood’s and Boulder 
Bay’s feet to the fire to 
complete mitigations before 
a shovel hits the ground. 
Make the counties require 
Homewood demolish the 
Tahoe Inn and Boulder 
Bay demolish their derelict 
buildings (Cabins, Crystal 
Bay Motel). Smaller projects 
like Tonopalo 2 and the 
Hendrickson building were 
removed in advance of 
development.

TRPA, Cindy Gustafson, and 
Alexis Hill: Help your com-
munities. Require Homewood 
and Boulder Bay clean up their 
mess before they develop. The 
community is fed up.

 Please send your concerns 
to me at preserve@ntpac.org.

~ Ann Nichols, Crystal Bay, 
via letter

In response to Truckee’s STR 
ordinance passing

A Step Forward for Short-
Term Rental Regulation 
The Truckee STR ordinance 
that went into effect this year 
is a bold and long-overdue step 
forward. The ordinance already 
has made a significant differ-
ence in the occupancy of STRs 
in our neighborhood and in the 
behavior of guests. There are 
some additions that could help 
even more. First, the ordinance 
should apply to ski leases 
and other seasonal rentals as 
well, since they are associated 
with the same problems of 
over-occupancy, loud parties, 
and an ever-changing cast of 
characters. Second, dumping of 
snow and trash on neighbors’ 
properties should be specific 
STR violations. Currently, the 
TOT department does not have 
the authority to count these 

violations against an STRs 
certificate or to fine guests or 
operators. Third, occupancy 
limits should be based in part 
on setbacks or distance to the 
nearest neighbor. The number 
of people crammed into a 
four-bedroom house has a 
much greater impact when the 
neighbors are 10 feet away or 
closer than when the house is 
in the middle of a multi-acre 
lot. Finally, the ordinance 
should specify that designated 
parking spaces should be 
code-compliant in size (entirely 
on the STR’s property) and 
setbacks, in order to reduce 
overcrowding in neighborhoods 
with small lots.

We consider ourselves very 
lucky and privileged to live in 
paradise, and we accept that 
dealing with tourism — which 
is still the lifeblood of the town 
— comes with the territory. We 
would just like to see Truckee 
continue to regulate STRs in 
a way that respects neighbors 
without interfering with the 
income of STR owners. We 
hope the town council will con-
sider our suggestions when it 
reevaluates the ordinance later 
in the year. And huge thanks to 
the TOT department and code 
enforcement for their diligence 
in enforcing the ordinance.

~ Jack Kashtan, Donner Lake, 
via letter

Editor’s note: We love to hear 
from you on social media and 
in our inbox. But did you know 
you can also leave comments 
directly on articles on our website 
and add your own TAP events? 
Create an account by registering 
at the login option on the top bar.

OPINION

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“STILL ROUND 
THE CORNER 
THERE MAY 
WAIT A NEW 
ROAD OR 
A SECRET 
GATE.”
~ J.R.R. TOLKIEN

CORRECTION
In our March edition news 
briefs, we incorrectly wrote 
that the Martis Fund is 
matching donations made as 
part of the effort to purchase 
Truckee Springs. Rather, the 
Martis Camp Foundation is 
the organization providing 
monetary match. This 
information has been updated 
online.
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THREE FOR THE PRICE OF ONE: 
Fighting Fast Fashion, Buying 

Locally, and Helping the 
Environment

My conversation with 
Heather Solomon kept 
getting interrupted. That 

was to be expected; after all, she was the only one 
working at Pass It On Thrift when I stopped by on a 
Thursday around lunch time, and there was a steady 
flow of people going in and out.

“Did you get your sweater here? I liked that one, so 
I remembered it,” Solomon asked a customer who 
was purchasing more finds at the register.

“Yeah, a couple weeks ago!” the patron returned 
eagerly.

A little bit later, after chatting with a woman named 
Camila about a pair of corduroy pants she’d found 
at the store for her son, Solomon mentioned to me 
that Camila was one of her first customers. “The 
son she’s buying those pants for was in a carrier the 
first time he came into my store,” Solomon said.

Camila with the pants, a man named Joe perus-
ing books in the back, the nameless woman who 
dropped off a couple of boxes of donations and 
ended up purchasing the incredibly cute baker boy 
hat I’d been eyeing (I’m not bitter; it looked so 
good on her) — Pass It On is a local thrift store full 
of good intentions and beloved by its West Shore 
community. 

“We’re trying to interfere with the waste stream and 
make a living,” said Solomon, who’s co-owned the 
Tahoe City shop for 20 years.

In the towns scattered along Lake Tahoe’s northern 
shores, secondhand shops provide residents and 

visitors ways to breathe additional life into clothing, 
housewares, and furniture, while also combatting a 
major environmental threat.

About 20 years ago, clothes became cheaper and 
shopping a hobby, which gave rise to what is known 
as “fast fashion.” Ideas made popular by catwalks 
and celebrities are made at increasingly fast rates 
for über-cheap prices (think H&M, Forever 21, 
and Zara). For many, clothing is now a disposable 
commodity and the negative impacts on the planet 
are enormous.

Fashion retailers worldwide contribute to almost 
20% of global wastewater and about 10% of global 
carbon emissions, as well as majorly contributing to 
the amount of plastic in our planet’s oceans, accord-
ing to the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe. In fact, “fashion brands are now 
producing almost twice the amount of clothing 
today compared with before the year 2000.” That 
insight comes from The Environmental Price of Fast 
Fashion, a report published in April 2020 that looks 
at the growth and impacts of clothing production. 

Solomon points out the difference between buying 
a shirt in Reno and purchasing one at Pass It On: 
The gas to get to and from the city, the energy and 
fuel use that went into shipping the top to the store 
in the first place, and enriching a big corporation 
versus a small, locally owned business, with all the 
domino effects of the dollars staying local. 

“If you get a T-shirt at a thrift store, someone 
brought it up the West Shore in their car or on their 
bicycle, so it doesn’t get transported, it doesn’t get 
packaged, it’s not wrapped in a plastic bag,” she 

said. “You’re supporting local business. It’s not just 
that you’re not creating demand for new items, it’s 
also that you’re saving all the things that go into 
getting a T-shirt.”

On top of the earthly benefits, there’s also the real 
impact on pocketbooks. In Incline Village, Lupe 
Tatengo is the store manager at Tahoe Family 
Solutions Thrift Store. She’s worked her way up into 
the position; four years ago she started as a cashier. 
Based on Tatengo’s interactions with the customers, 
she says the financial aspect is what brings a lot of 
people through the doors.

“People would rather pay for something used and 
in good condition than in the store for thousands of 
dollars,” Tatengo said. “They’re getting here for $50 
something that was $1,000. People like to shop in 
the secondhand store, and they save more.”

Aside from employee wages and overhead, the 
money going to Tahoe Family Solutions Thrift Store 
is poured into Incline Village’s community. Last 
year, Tatengo explained, the proceeds helped 150 
local families with their rent and bills.

To be fair, environmental impacts of textile waste 
(and, again, furniture and housewares) trickle down 
to the local level, too. 

“Sometimes we get things we cannot sell in the 
store and then it’ll have to go to the dumpster,” 
Tatengo said. Regarding items that have been in 
stock for more than a few weeks, she added that 
the Salvation Army comes every Tuesday to TFS to 
collect them.

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

THIS WAY: Heather Solomon, co-owner of Pass It On Thrift in Tahoe City, said 
the store receives items two ways: donations from locals and direct purchases 
from the Goodwill in Sacramento. Photo by Alex Hoeft/Moonshine Ink

TEE’D UP: One practice 
that’s remained since 
Heather Solomon 
purchased Pass It On in 
2001 is the price of T-shirts: 
One dollar. Photo by Alex 
Hoeft/Moonshine Ink
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The Salvation Army picks up weekly from Pass It 
On, too.

“Then they either sell it … or they sell it to rag 
recyclers,” Solomon said. “They assure me that 
one way or the other, it all is put to use.” 

Tahoe Donner resident Amy Talarico told 
Moonshine Ink that she most often buys from the 
Hospice Thrift Store in Truckee, where she looks 
through their fabric section to create pillows, 
grocery bags, and, as of 2020, reusable masks 
with her 13-year-old daughter, Elsa. 

The Talarico women have an “always open front 
stoop mask store” on their porch that’s still in 
operation (message Amy Jo Talarico on Facebook 
for where to find it).

“Not only are we getting things from the thrift 
shop, but friends and customers will come by 
and say, ‘Oh, I have this vintage fabric, this is 
my grandma’s, would you make a mask out of 
it?’” Talarico said. “We’re recycling in all kinds of 
ways.”

To echo Talarico, and environmentally responsible 
and smarter financial practices aside, thrift 
shopping is “just really fun,” Solomon finished. “I 
feel like shopping at a thrift store allows people 
to be more [expressive of] themselves instead of 
whatever this week’s trend is.” 

20/20 HINDSIGHT: “Being in here for 20 years watching things go by helps you to realize that it’s all just stuff,” said 
Heather Solomon, co-owner of Pass It On Thrift. “It’s just stuff, and if you’re not using it or looking at it or enjoying it 
anymore, then pass it along to someone else.” Photo by Alex Hoeft/Moonshine Ink

LOCALLY MADE: 
Amy Talarico and 
her daughter, Elsa 
(pictured), have 
purchased fabric from 
Truckee’s Hospice 
Thrift Store and made 
reusable masks since 
summer 2020. Photos 
courtesy Amy Talarico

(530) 583-3600
lakesidepaving.com

Employs
20 people

27 years in 
business

Commercial & residential,
free estimates

designing environments that  
enrich the human experience

(530) 583-9222
jkaedesign.com

Employs
14 people

Over 35 years 
in business

(530) 583-6415
tahoedaves.com
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120 people
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business
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North Lake Tahoe & Truckee!
(530) 292-3776

mountainbountyfarm.com

Employs
15 people

22 years in 
business

Farming with love & care since 1997
USDA Organic | Certified CCOF Organic
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BEHIND THE SCENES: This corner of Pass It On Thrift is where donations are 
sorted into categories of keep, launder, fix up, or donate to Salvation Army. 
Photo by Alex Hoeft/Moonshine Ink

MORE ONLINE
Want to know more about fast 
fashion impacts? Find direct links at 
moonshineink.com.
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In March 2020, when many com-
mercial outfits shuttered temporarily 
due to statewide Covid restrictions, 
Wes and Tonya Beyer said customer 
emails and phone calls to their 
company, W&T Graphix, just dead 
stopped. The couple feared for the 
future of their 33-year Truckee 
business. 

“Right away, we laid everybody off. 
We had to figure out how to save this 
place,” Tonya recalls. “It was a really 
scary time.”

The Beyers’ screen printing and 
embroidery business relies on other 
companies and organizations — 
rather than tourists — for their 
survival. With everyone closing their 
doors, W&T customers pushed out 
orders to the uncertain future. 

Also, foreseeing the need, the 
Beyers worked to move operations 
online, which meant upgrading their 
ordering and management systems. 
Doing so required new computers 
and software, but they had little to 
no income. Then came a moment of 

grace. The Resilience Fund, set up 
in March 2020, provided $25,000 in 
capital. The Beyers were one of the 
first applicants to the program and 
were funded in May within a week of 
submitting. 

“That really helped us float before 
the other lifelines came,” Tonya said 
of the Resilience Fund loan. “It was a 
bridge … It gave us breathing room.”

Twenty-eight Truckee and North 
Tahoe businesses have benefited 
from the Resilience Fund in the past 
year, which was designed to help 
small local businesses that incurred 
financial hardship due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. The loans, which 
range from $5,000 to $25,000, have 
to be paid back within five years at  
2 percent interest, with an optional 
six-month deferral. The funds 

need to be used to grow existing 
operations or assist in recovery, 
including paying for rent, staff, 
capital improvements, and inventory.

Waterman’s Landing in Carnelian 
Bay received a $5,000 loan as a 
stop-gap last summer. Anik Wild, 
who co-owns the lakefront coffee and 
paddleboard shop with her husband, 
Jay, said they used the money to pay 
bills and to purchase merchandise for 
their shop. 

“I didn’t want to lose my business,” 
Anik said. “I got [the loan] because  
I didn’t know what to expect. It was 
a relief and a cushion to sit on.”

The Resilience Fund, administered 
by the Sierra Business Council, 
was the first assistance available 
to Tahoe/Truckee businesses when 
Covid hit, Anik said, adding that not 
only was the program fast, but also 
local, which has benefits. Unlike the 
regional, state, or federal assistance 
programs, she said the Resilience 
Fund loan process was straight-
forward and that SBC was “super 
helpful” in answering questions. 

“It became a full-time job to manage 
all these loans,” she shared. “The 

Resilience Fund Gave Businesses 
‘Breathing Room’ 

New local loan program saves the day during Covid, looks to the future

BY KARA FOX
Special to Moonshine Ink

LABOR OF LOVE: Golden Rotisserie Owner Sergio’s Rubio used a $25,000 loan from the Resilience 
Fund to help pay his employees when his Truckee restaurant was closed last year due to Covid.
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SBC loan was the most organized. They were clear 
and followed up. To have them so close, you felt 
like they had your back.” 

Kristin York, vice president of Economic 
Empowerment for Sierra Business Council, stated 
keeping local businesses afloat was the point of 
starting the loan program. 

“Our community would be nothing without these 
small businesses. It is super important to the com-
munity to keep these business owners and their 
families here in the community,” York said. “Local 
investment can truly be a catalyst for sustainable 
community prosperity.”

Four private local investors drummed up the idea 
of The Resilience Fund as the devastation of Covid 
rolled over the country. Looking to invest in and 
support Truckee/Tahoe businesses, the partners 
decided to experiment with a low-interest loan 
program and pooled together $370,000 in capital. 
The Sierra Business Council was tasked with find-
ing other donations from the community. Truckee 
Tomorrow, which was a partnership between the 
Truckee Chamber of Commerce and the Town of 
Truckee that is now defunct, contributed $75,000, 
and an additional $150,000 came in from other 
individuals and organizations. It all accumulated to 
a total of $595,000. 

“We raised a lot in a short period of time,” York 
said. “It was a difficult time for everybody. This 
is honestly what kept me moving; it was so heart-
warming to see the generosity of the community.” 

The Martis Camp Foundation, comprising 650 
homeowners in Martis Camp, raised and donated 
$50,000 toward the Resilience Fund. Co-chair Liz 
McDermott said the board was impressed with 
how SBC set up the fund, and the requirements 
put in place to qualify for the loan.

 “We love this community; we love the businesses. 
It is what makes this such a magical place,” 

McDermott said. “We couldn’t find a better way to 
put the money back into the community. We want 
to make a difference.” 

The beauty of the Resilience Fund is that when 
loans are paid off, the money is recycled to help 
more businesses. And the SBC connects busi-
nesses with coaches from the Small Business 
Development Center to keep them on track with 
paying back the loan. 

Golden Rotisserie in Truckee was the first business 
funded by the program, and owner Sergio Rubio 
has already paid off his $25,000 loan. He said the 
support from the Resilience Fund and the local 
community is what kept him going this past year.

“[The Sierra Business Council] really cares about 
other people. To me, that means a lot,” said Rubio, 
who has owned his restaurant for seven years and 
continued to pay his employees even when it was 
closed. “People care about you in the community.”

York observed now that businesses are getting back 
on their feet, there is a focus on transitioning from 
Covid response to Covid recovery. The Resilience 
Fund is slated to continue in perpetuity. 

“It’s about maximizing benefit to the community,” 
York said. “It is local community investing in local 
businesses.”

And for small businesses like W&T Graphix, that 
is important. Wes Beyer said his business also felt 
love and support from the community, and he is 
grateful that the fund will continue to help other 
businesses well into the future.

“This entire community really did come together to 
help each other through a very tough time,” Beyer 
said. “We could see the potential of [the fund] long 
after this is over.” 

NAVIGATING SCARY TIMES: W&T Graphix owners Tonya and Wes Beyer shared that a $25,000 loan from the Resilience Fund gave 
them “breathing room” while their doors were closed during the pandemic. A year later, they are back on their feet. 

LOCAL INVESTMENT CAN 
TRULY BE A CATALYST FOR 
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 
PROSPERITY.”

~ KRISTIN YORK, SIERRA BUSINESS COUNCIL 
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WORD ON 
THE STREET

Thrifted, shifted,  
feeling so gifted

THINK LOCAL highlights the  
importance and impact of  
being a localist. 

It’s not just shopping — it’s 
about services, restaurants, 
medical care, nonprofits,  
businesses, and even media.

THINK LOCAL is a signature on a statement saying we 
believe in Tahoe/Truckee and want to see a thriving 
community we all love.

Sara Sherburne, Truckee
There is something thrilling about 
the hunt, and something rewarding 
about having to hunt for the thrill. 
Since moving to the Tahoe area, I’ve 
made it a personal mission to hit all 

of the local thrift spots for my clothing and household needs. 
And while I’ve discovered gems at these local establishments 
(Tahoe Forest Hospice Thrift, Pass it On Thrift), my favorite 
items have come from estate sales. As I write this, I’m loung-
ing in my favorite find: a soft gray quarter zip fleece with 
an easter-pink collar that I thrifted from the estate sale of a 
woman named Trudy. It’s perfect for just about any activity 
in a Tahoe winter. It’s my preferred work-from-home uniform, 
the first thing I put on after skiing, and an essential item for 
pandemic outdoor dining. So, in addition to frequenting the 
second-hand businesses around Tahoe/Truckee, my eyes 
are always peeled for signs of estate sales: the ephemeral 
treasure troves of the thrifting world. 

Kathy Hefner, Truckee
My favorite is the Goodwill Outlet in Reno. It is the last-chance stop before 
the dump for many things. I’ve bought a lot of craft supplies and toys, 
books, games, educational items, new kitchen gadgets, holiday decora-
tions, and nostalgic things. I stand back until no one is around the bin and 
I grab all the usable items because they roll away the carts several times a 
day and some of it heads to the dump. They charge by the pound so you 
get an idea of how much you’ve rescued. I use them, give them away, or 
donate items to give useful things another chance to reenter the “system.”   
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Thrifting has many advantages: We don’t break our own 
bank, we’re supporting local business, and we can swat 
away that pesky consumerism guilt fairy by reminding her, 
“But it’s second hand!” 

Plus, it’s always an adventure. Here are a few favorite-
ever finds at thrift stores by some of your neighbors, in 
their own words. 

Sara Smith, Kings Beach
Probably my double zipper Harley 
Davidson tall moto boots from Hospice 
Thrift when it was still in Kings Beach. I’ve 
worn them for over 10 years and just had 
the zippers replaced. I also found a totally 
amazing and unique jacket at Echo Blue 

that I wear when I want to look professional but still me ... 
(you know ... “artsy”). I get compliments every time. I do take 
inordinate pleasure in finding things at thrift stores.

Roger Burns, Truckee
I found this vintage cocktail shaker at Tahoe City Thrift and Gift. I paid  
$5 for it. 

I consider myself the king of frugal shopping in Incline Village, which is 
blessed with several very good nonprofit thrift stores. My favorite is the 
Tahoe Family Solutions Thrift Store. I regularly shopped there for many 
years before learning how much TFS does for the local community. Its 
mission involves providing psychological services, financial assistance for 
families, and camping experiences for children. TFS has inspired me so 

much through the years, and I decided to join its governing board in 2019. 

My best find there is a Gore-Tex ski jacket that I purchased for roughly 10% of retail value. 
The jacket is a very annoying green color, perhaps that is why I got such a good deal on it. 
However, like Macklemore I like to strut around the village in my ugly greenness to show off 
my excellent thrift shop find. 

Steve Ellsworth, Incline Village

(530) 587-3607
moonshineink.com

Employs
9 people

18 years in 
business

Keep Tahoe Smart

530.550.9664

Love the wine you’re with

Jibboom Street  Downtown Truckee 530 550 9664

thepourhousetruckee.com

Employs
2 people

16 years in 
business

Dedicated to outstanding 
public service

Incorporated in 1851

MyNevadaCounty.com
530-265-1218

historictruckee.com
info@historictruckee.com

Working to ensure 
Community Vitality!

52 years in business
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single-family homes for sale as of April 1

Including 8 Tahoe Lakefronts

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single-family homes pending as of April 1

Including 2 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*         North & West Shores**         Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single-family homes sold 
as of March 31

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $1.18M

MEDIAN PRICE Single-family homes 
median price as of March 31
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Eighty-three single-family homes sold in the Tahoe Sierra MLS in March 2021, an increase of 
17% from February, and a 46% jump compared to March 2020. The $1.18 million median 

price is a decrease of 6% from February, but still up 64% compared to March of last year. The 
number of active listings is down 68% from last year, translating to low inventory that continues 
to drive demand. Four single-family lakefront homes sold between Incline Village and Rubicon 
Bay (compared to zero in both February and March of 2020), including McKinney Lodge in 
Homewood, which closed for $31 million on March 23.  
~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe LuxuryProperties

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

T R U C K E E     TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

ACCIDENT & INJURY ATTORNEYS
JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRACTICE AREAS

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Simple.
Good.
Food. 

530.582.5655 
stellatruckee.com

A friendly neighborhood restaurant located 
inside the Cedar House Sport Hotel.

Scan code to 

get your mouth 

watering!

$
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Spring has sprung and many of 
nature’s creatures will be emerg-
ing from their long winter’s nap. 
As the days become longer and 
warmer, it may seem as if you have 
critters crawling out of the wood-
work — and some of them are.

Ants are one of the unwanted 
guests you might find in your 
home as they return from their 
seasonal hiatus and start searching 
for food and water. It’s an invasion 
unlike that of some household 
pests such as mice, which bring 
with them serious health risks 
as they carry diseases that are 
transmittable to humans — think 
bubonic plague — and can chew 
through electrical wires, which, 
in turn, can lead to fires. Ants, 
on the other hand, pose no issues 
other than being a nuisance. 

When it comes to deterring them 
from invading your personal (or 
work) space, there are a number 
of ways you can fight nature with 
nature.

BORAX/BORIC ACID: Contrary 
to common belief, Borax 
and boric acid are not 

equals. They are made 
up of different chemical com-

pounds, but are equally effective 
at eliminating ants. Both are 
hazardous, so it’s important to 
keep bait using these items away 

from children and pets. 
It’s also recommended 
to wear gloves when 
handling either to prevent 
skin irritation. Borax can 
be used as a solid or 
liquid bait. Mix half a 
cup of sugar with 1 1/2 
tablespoons of Borax and 
a cup-and-a-half of warm 
water, stir until dissolved. 
Place in a small dish or 
container near where you 
see ant trails. You can also 
dip cotton balls into the 
solution and place them 
along the trail. Boric acid is 
proven to kill worker ants 
and queens within three 
weeks and can be dispersed in the 
same manner as Borax. To use it, 
mix half a teaspoon of boric acid 
with 8 teaspoons of sugar and 
a cup of warm water.

CITRUS: Ants are turned off by 
lemony-fresh fragrances. Lemon 
peels left around points of entry, 
or even straight-up lemon juice 
dabbed around the area, can deter 
ants from entering. Cucumber 
peels have also been known to be 
effective.

COFFEE: Sprinkle brewed coffee 
grounds on a piece of cardboard 
and place on windowsills or areas 
where you see ants traveling. The 
grounds lose potency as they dry 
out, so it’s important to replace 
them frequently.

DIATOMACEOUS EARTH: It’s worth 
noting that while other methods 
listed here can possibly deter 

these pests, they’re not guaran-
teed. If you want to ensure 
success, get yourself a bag 

of food/horticultural-grade 
diatomaceous earth and sprinkle 

it outside around the foundation 
of your house. Although it’s harm-
less to people and warm-blooded 
animals like birds, pets, and even 
earthworms, you should wear a 
mask when applying to prevent 
any dust from entering your lungs.

ESSENTIAL OILS: Potent fragrances 
like peppermint, tea tree, and 
lemon eucalyptus oils may be 
soothing to the human senses, but 
for ants, the scents are believed to 
be overpowering and thus can act 
as a natural deterrent. Using an 

empty spray bottle, mix 10 to 20 
drops of peppermint oil with 2 cups 
of water. Spray around noted entry 
points such as windows. You can 
also make a similar mixture with 
tea tree oil by adding 5 to 10 drops 
to 2 cups of water. Soaking cotton 
balls in the tea tree solution and 
placing them where you see the 
ants come in and out may work 
as well. Another use for 
cotton balls moistened 
with lemon eucalyptus oil, 
which contains citro-
nella, is to deter pesky 
mosquitos. A word of caution: 
Essential oils can be highly toxic if 
ingested and should not be used in 
areas where they can be accessed 
by pets and children. 

HOME FRONT

Space Invaders
Deterring ants,  

the natural way

SPACE IT UP
By Juliana Demarest

UNDER ATTACK: A little lemon here, a little tea tree oil there … A number of natural ways you can keep ants 
from descending upon your home are in vogue this spring. Photo by cherkas/bigstockphoto.com

TAHOE CITY TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE WEST KINGS BEACH SQUAW VALLEY

Thanks for keeping Tahoe smart!

Moonshine Ink
‘S

1706444

Roxanne Duffi eld Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

It takes a local business 
owner to protect one.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Roxanne Duffi eld, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

530-550-9000

As a small business owner in our community, 
I understand what it takes to protect your small 
business. Let me help you get insurance for your 
business at a great value. Stop in or give me a call.
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I had been wanting to do a through-I had been wanting to do a through-I hike for quite a while. I’d taken I hike for quite a while. I’d taken I previous backpacking trips and I previous backpacking trips and I loved spending extended time in I loved spending extended time in I 
the wilderness, walking and refl ecting. 
After graduating from college and hav-
ing my graduation trip abroad canceled 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, I 
decided that hiking the Tahoe Rim Trail 
with my partner, Isaac Laredo, could 
be an alternative worth considering. 
Unfortunately, the stay-at-home order 
had left me quite out of shape and was 
not contributing to any sort of much-
needed training that the trail mandated. 
My entire preparation for the Tahoe 
Rim Trail consisted of walking 10 to 15 
miles a couple of times on the Flume 
and Rubicon trails, without any sort of 
extra weight. 

After we fi nished days of prep and a 
little bit of training, Isaac and I began 
our trek, setting out from Tahoe City 
on June 8. We were walking mostly 
vertically for the fi rst half and rather 
quickly reached the incredible views 
of the Sierra Nevada. One of the 
biggest benefi ts of the Rim Trail is that 
it traverses over the ridgeline along 
Lake Tahoe, bringing in views from the 
highest points all over the lake.

As beautiful as it was, things started 
to turn sour in no time. Isaac began 
struggling and hurting after just a few 
miles. He had stayed silent about it 
until he fi nally took off his pack and 
examined it to see what was going 
on. It had ripped, and its metal frame 
was protruding through the hip strap, 
jabbing him. By mile 9 he was slowly 
limping up the trail. He had tried 
everything he could think of, even tying 
a pinecone between the protrusion and 
the hip belt to relieve pressure.

At one point Isaac moved the back-
pack, strapping it to his front side to 
see if it would hurt less. While this 
relieved some of the pain, the dynamics 
didn’t work and the weight of the pack 
kept pulling him forward. Thinking it 
might balance out the weight, he put 
my pack on his back and, at mile 10, 
Isaac was hiking with both packs. Once 
we were able to make it to an area of 
the trail where we had cell service, 
Isaac called one of his roommates to 
bring a different pack to a nearby road. 
That day, his roommate came to our 
rescue; we exchanged packs and were 
now on our way. 

The next day we commenced our 
20-mile trek to Gray Lake. I was 
feeling confi dent until about mile 8, 
when we began hiking up switchbacks 
toward Martis Peak. I began to feel as 
if I had been walking on pins. We were 
both rationing our water as much as 
possible throughout the day, and I felt 
constantly thirsty. We had walked all 
day long, and the sun was beginning 
to go down. My feet were screaming 
in pain by the end and I was wretched 
with thirst and fatigue.

The only way to make it to Gray Lake 
was to ignore every part of me that 
wanted to throw myself on the ground 
and give up. I put in my earbuds and 
began hiking as fast as I possibly could 
— despite my feet starting to go numb 
from the persistent pain and cold. I was 
so in the zone that I actually ended up 

going past the sign pointing the way to 
Gray Lake. Isaac had to run me down 
and get me to turn around.

I was beyond happy to fi nally be there, 
but once we reached the sign and 
looked down, we realized the entire 
downhill was covered in snow. We began 
our walk, post-holing the way to where 
we thought the lake would be. Once I 
heard the sound of frogs I began run-
ning in their direction. I fi nally saw the 
lake and screamed with joy. That easily 
had been the most diffi cult trek of my 
life — and it was over! We put up the 
tent and made dinner as fast as possible. 
I tucked away in my sleeping bag and 
closed my eyes. I don’t even remember 
falling asleep. It felt like moments had 
passed and then it was morning again. 

The next day we picked up camp and 
began our journey back up to the 
trail. It was a shorter day, but the 
snow was really slowing us down. 
It was then that I realized Yaktrax, 
strapped to my hiking boots for 
trudging through the snow, would 
have made all the difference for this 
trip. I was having an incredibly hard 
time keeping my balance, and we 
moved impossibly slowly the entire 
day until we made it down Mt. Rose.

As we sat down for lunch, we looked 
across to the other side of the lake at 
Desolation Wilderness. The moun-
tains were still snow covered from 
the late winter. We were ill-prepared 
for the conditions and it resulted in 
us trekking unbelievably slowly. We 
knew we couldn’t make it all the way 
through in just 13 days, which was 
all the time I had off work. We also 
hadn’t packed enough food for the 
extra days the trip would take, and 
we needed traction for the snow. It 
was then that we decided we would 
hike to South Lake Tahoe and end 
the journey there.

I began to feel the tears well up in my 
eyes; I felt like I had come all of this 
way for nothing. At the same time, 
I also felt somewhat relieved. I was 
already in a lot of pain and all I wanted 
was for this to come to an end, to drink 
a cold beer, eat a hot meal with no 
dirt in it, and sleep in a real bed. I was 
dying for a shower and my hands were 
caked in just about everything that I 
had touched during the past few days, 
which made eating feel less than ideal. 

That evening, we fi nally set up camp 
around Mt. Rose Meadows, resting 
up for the next day. On day three we 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

NATURAL SPLENDOR:
Despite the trials on the 
trail, Elizabeth White 
still couldn’t help but 
appreciate the majestic 
beauty that surrounded 
her along the Tahoe Rim 
Trail. Courtesy photo

WEIGHTY PROBLEM:
It was only a few miles 
into the hike when Isaac 
Laredo had an equipment 
malfunction; the metal 
frame of his pack started 
to protrude from its 
cover, sharply poking him 
in the hip at every step. 
Courtesy photo

USE YOUR NOODLE: Elizabeth 
White and her hiking partner, Issac 
Laredo, came to the realization that 
they hadn’t packed enough food to 
sustain the extra days their journey 
would require. Courtesy photo

Debriefing the 
Tahoe Rim Trail
Lessons learned in 70 miles

WANDERING NATIVES
By Elizabeth White
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reached a summit just above Marlette 
Lake and had a full panoramic view 
of Lake Tahoe. We sat on the moun-
taintop for a while, gazing across the 
dramatic scenery in awe, before head-
ing downhill to Marlette Camp for the 
night. On the way back down the hill, 
I was walking like a ragdoll — fatigued 
from the past few days and the lack of 
sleep. Just before we made it to camp, 
I took an awkward step and my knee 
blew out. I managed to limp a mile to 
camp and finally rested. We sat and 
considered our options while setting 
up to prepare for the snowstorm that 
was about to set in that night. I wasn’t 
going to make it to South Lake with 
my knee as I could barely walk. The 

following day, with me limping the 
rest of the way, we made the approxi-
mately 9-mile hike from Marlette to 
Spooner Summit Trailhead, where my 
friend picked us up. 

In total, it was a rough 70 miles, and 
an incredible learning experience. 
2020 had been one of the more 
difficult years of my life, and I like 
to think of the trail as an ode to 
that adversity. The greatest teacher 
is failure, so in the end I celebrated 
the culmination of both that trip and 
2020, knowing that I would come out 
wiser and having a greater apprecia-
tion for my life and the humbleness 
that the mountains bring to it. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

YAKETY YAK, DON’T FORGET YAKTRAX: After post-holing their way along sections 
of the Tahoe Rim Trail, the hikers realized they would have benefited from bringing 
Yaktrax to help them trek along in snowy conditions. Courtesy photo
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MountainBountyFarm.com (530) 292-3776

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm
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delivered to convenient community locations in:

Tahoe • Truckee • Reno • Join today!
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS

* EWG notes a small amount of sweet 
corn, papaya and summer squash sold 
in the United States is produced from 
genetically modifi ed seeds. Buy organic 
varieties of these crops if you want to 
avoid genetically modifi ed produce.

Poisonous apples may be 
the stuff of fairy tales, but 

in real life, eating an apple 
from the grocery store is not 
entirely without risk. 
Even after washing, 
apples retain enough 
pesticide residues 
to consistently earn 
a spot on the “Dirty 
Dozen” list of the 
most pesticide-ridden 
fruits and vegetables.

You can’t see or taste 
the pesticides linger-
ing on those crispy 
apples or sweet strawberries, 
so it’s hard to believe that the 
chemicals are not only present, 
but also fi nding their way into 
our bodies. When the CDC 
tested 5,000 Americans for 
their “body burden” of foreign 
chemicals, 96% of people over 
the age of 6 tested positive 
for pesticides in their blood or 
urine. More than half of those 
people harbored upwards of 
seven different pesticides.

No one knows at exactly 
what levels pesticides begin 
to harm the human body. But 

one thing is certain: pesticides 
are designed to kill living 
organisms, and they do so by 
interfering with hormones 

and damaging the 
nervous system. 
It’s little surprise, 
then, that pesticide 
exposure has been 
linked in humans to 
cancer, miscarriage, 
infertility, birth 
defects, ADHD, and 
neural toxicity.

Babies and children 
are at particular risk, 

partly because their low body 
weight makes the effects of 
pesticides more pronounced, 
but also because they’re more 
sensitive to chemicals and 
less able to detoxify them. 
The American Academy of 
Pediatrics has issued warnings 
about the danger of pesticides, 
citing research linking early-life 
exposure to pediatric cancer, 
behavioral problems, decreased 
brain development, and lower 
IQ. Even babies in utero are 
at risk; a 2012 study found 
decreased birth weight and 
shorter pregnancies in women 

exposed to certain pesti-
cides during pregnancy. 

Though the USDA and 
FDA routinely test crops for 
pesticide residues, it’s the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) that approves 
pesticides and decides what 
levels are acceptable on 
food. Unfortunately, they’ve 
failed to adequately protect 
Americans from these 
harmful chemicals. A prime 
example is glyphosate, or 
Roundup. Despite being the 
most widely used pesticide 
in our country, glyphosate 
is not tested, even though 
studies show that exposure 
is linked with a marked 
increase in non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. Another exam-
ple of the agency’s failure 
occurred in 2017 when the 
Trump administration’s EPA 
rejected a proposal to ban 
chlorpyrifos, a controversial 
pesticide that is completely 
banned in the EU and is 
harmful to children’s brain 
development.

To keep the public informed 
about the levels of pesticides in 
our food supply, the nonprofi t 
Environmental Working Group 
(EWG) annually ranks 46 of 
the most commonly eaten 
fruits and vegetables accord-
ing to their overall pesticide 
contamination. Before testing, 
all produce is washed and, if 
applicable, peeled, to replicate 
how the food is eaten at 
home. The 12 worst pesticide 
offenders are relegated to the 
Dirty Dozen, and the least 
contaminated are awarded the 
Clean Fifteen. 

Some of EWG’s takeaways 
from their 2021 analysis: 

• Ninety percent of strawber-
ries, spinach, leafy greens, 
apples, and nectarines tested 
positive for two or more 
pesticides. 

• Nearly 60% of kale samples 
were contaminated with the 
pesticide Dacthal, which the 
EPA considers a possible 
human carcinogen. A single 
sample of kale had up to 20 
different pesticides.

• Bell and hot peppers took the 
prize for the most pesticides 
detected: 115 in total on these 
crops.

This year, EWG is also calling 
attention to the fungicide 

Imazalil, a hormone disruptor 
classifi ed as a likely human 
carcinogen. EWG sampling in 
2020 found it present in 90% 
of citrus samples. 

If you have a limited budget 
for organic food, spend it 
where it matters most — on 
the Dirty Dozen. Doing so will 
signifi cantly reduce your toxic 
load of harmful chemicals. But 
it’s a great idea to buy organic 
versions of any food, whenever 
you can. You’ll be supporting 
organic farming and sending 
a message to Big Ag that you 
don’t want pesticides entering 
our food supply and our bod-
ies, harming farm workers and 
wildlife, or contaminating our 
soil, air, and waterways. 

The Good, The Bad, 
and

 PRACTICAL
WELLNESS
By Linda Lindsay

and Know which foods have the most pesticides

oisonous apples may be oisonous apples may be one thing is certain: pesticides one thing is certain: pesticides 

The Dirty

Dirty Dozen:

  1. Strawberries

  2. Spinach

  3. Kale, collard, 

      and mustard greens

  4. Nectarines

  5. Apples

  6. Grapes

  7. Cherries

  8. Peaches

  9. Pears

10. Bell and hot peppers

11. Celery

12. Tomatoes 

Clean Fifteen:

  1. Avocados

  2. Sweet corn

  3. Pineapple

  4. Onions

  5. Papaya

  6. Sweet peas (frozen)

  7. Eggplant

  8. Asparagus

  9. Broccoli

10. Cabbage

11. Kiwi

12. Caulifl ower

13. Mushrooms

14. Honeydew Melon

15. Cantaloupe

(Editor’s note: The following is an updated version of Linda Lindsay’s Practical Wellness column highlighting the Dirty Dozen and Clean 
Fifteen, which originally ran in 2014. All statistics noted below are current as Environmental Working Group updates its list annually.)

To lower your toxic load of harmful pesticides:
1.  Buy only organic versions of foods on the Dirty Dozen list, 
plus organic versions of any food that that you or your kids 
eat frequently.  

2.  Always wash fruits and vegetables. Discard outer leaves 
on lettuce, and peel produce (if applicable), especially if it’s 
nonorganic or has a waxy coating, such as cucumbers. 

3.  Many GMO crops have been bred to withstand extremely 
high applications of pesticides. Buying organic ensures that 
the food has not been genetically modified or treated with 
any pesticides.

4.  Feed infants organic foods to the extent possible. 
Studies show that when kids switch to an organic diet, their 
bodies were free of pesticides in just five days. 

5.  For your own list of the Dirty Dozen, Clean Fifteen, and 
the ranking of all 46 fruits and vegetables tested, download 
your own Shopper’s Guide at ewg.org.
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When the new Truckee Tahoe 
Airport building was constructed 

in 2009, local artist Carole Sesko 
envisioned more than an updated hub 
for air traffi c coming to and going from 
the region. In her mind’s eye, she saw 
naked walls that could serve as a blank 
canvas full of possibilities for artists to 
display their talents.

“Airports are the new museums,” Sesko 
told Moonshine Ink on a recent walk-
through of the airport nestled between 
Highway 267 and Interstate 80.

She proposed the idea of exhibiting 
works of art on the walls of the new 
facility. The concept was well-received 
by general manager Kevin Smith, 
who came to Truckee from Salt Lake 
City’s airport, which itself has a robust 
art-in-airport program.

“I tell people that arts and art is a huge 
industry in aviation,” Smith shared 
with Moonshine Ink during a previous 
interview. “When a new terminal is built 

at a large-hub airport, they’ll set aside 
[1%] or 2% of the overall project budget 
for public art, and that art enhances the 
transportation experience.”

Having spent now nearly a decade as 
curator of the Truckee airport’s art 
program, Sesko fi nds it rewarding to give 
a boost to artists while also sharing their 
pieces with those who pass through the 
terminal. To date, close to 120 artists 
have exhibited at Truckee airport. While 
most have hailed from throughout the 
region — defi ned by Sesko as Tahoe/
Truckee, but also extending within about 
a 100-mile radius to include Nevada 
City, Reno, and the Great Basin — there 
have been exhibitors from Berkeley and 
other parts of the Bay Area as well, and 
even as far as Boston.

“Basically what I try to do is pick three 
artists who are really diverse, so none of 
them are competing with each other, and 
that have something to say about our 
area or aviation,” Sesko commented. “I 
think that it’s important for people to see 

art that’s from out of our area as well as 
what’s in [the area].”

It all comes down to whom the audience 
comprises. Sesko said that aside from 
the airport employees, who look forward 
to the various exhibits throughout the 
year, there are three main types of 
people who pass through the airport on a 
regular basis.

“The fi rst,” she explained, “is the visi-
tors who are here to learn about our 
area. The second are the people who 
live here and work here and frequent 
the Red Truck restaurant. For them, 
it’s a chance to see what art is avail-
able and also [to see] art from out of 
the area. The third visitor is — right 
now, not so much, during Covid — but 
normally this building has state of the 
art conference rooms [where] a lot of 
boards hold their meetings besides the 
Truckee Tahoe airport board.”

While Sesko will reach out to artists 
she thinks might be a good fi t for 
exhibits, more often than not the artists 
themselves inquire about displaying their 
work. There are four three-month shows 
a year, with a high- and low-traffi c season 
during each period so the talent in all 
exhibits has equal representation. Due to 
space and safety constraints, the pieces 
typically are two-dimensional, meaning 
visitors are not likely to see sculptures 
and other more tangible kinds of work. 
All of the items selected are suitable for 
guests of all ages.

In an airport setting, Sesko explained, 
there are typically two types of viewers: 
the one who’s running to catch a fl ight 
and will only get a momentary impres-

sion; the other, the traveler with time to 
kill who takes it all in.

“This is a movement that’s going on all 
around the country, and before this, 
airports were a lot like bus stations,” 
she said. “They were devoid of person-
ality, kind of barren spaces. You could 
be in any airport or bus station and it 
[was] hard to tell where you were. So, 
airports around the country, and actu-
ally around the world, started turning 
to art as a way to say something about 
their region and their culture.”

The movement has gained such momen-
tum that the American Association of 
Airport Executives holds an annual 
conference on airport art for all of the 
curators. Smith said that each year 
the Truckee airport sends Sesko to the 
conference and she comes back with a 
full report on all the “latest and greatest 
things that are happening in airport art.”

Tahoe Vista-based photographer Ted 
Coakley III is part of the current 
exhibit, which runs through April 19. 
An aerospace engineering major who 
changed course in college to study 
fi lm and photography, Coakley fi nds 
the marriage between the airport and 
art to be a good fi t.

“I have always had a love for anything 
aviation and travel and air travel,” he 
said. “I mean, whether it’s cloudscapes 
out the window of a plane, the aesthetic 
beauty of the design of airplanes, even 
the most industrial airplanes.”

Coming on the tail end of pandemic 
restrictions, Coakley chose to focus 
his show pieces on the theme near and 
far, largely because he believes that at 
present, folks are craving travel or at 
least just sights and sounds from afar. 
With photos from right here at home in 
Tahoe to his travels the world over — the 
Himalayan mountains, Denmark, Cuba, 
and San Diego — he’s hoping to foster 
an appreciation in people for travel and 
the diversity of the world while spurring, 
even satiating, their desire to see other 
parts of the globe.

“I hope they get a little peace and 
serenity out of it, maybe a little excite-
ment out of a couple of the pictures,” 
Coakley said. “Whatever they see in it, 
I hope they enjoy it.”

In his own travels, Coakley has long 
appreciated seeing works of art in the 
various airports through which he’s 
passed. He thinks that at this point 
in time, people have almost come to 
expect art in airports.

“As they’re traveling, sometimes people 
are tired and it’s just nice to see some-

Artistry is in the Air at 
Truckee Tahoe Airport

ARTS & CULTURE

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

WORD OF MOUTH: Photographer Ted Coakley III approached curator 
Carole Sesko about showing his work in an exhibit after being referred to 
her during a passing conversation. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

SEEING RED: You can 
check out Coakley’s 
photograph, Cuban Red, 
through April 19 at the 
Truckee Tahoe Airport. 
“It seemed [the car was] 
parked there under all 
those red tree blossoms 
as if it were staged for a 
photo,” Coakley said of 
the image he captured 
during a trip to Cuba. It 
was too perfect for him 
to pass up.   
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thing that sparks some positive 
emotion in their mind or, even 
if they’re not tired, it just maybe 
will heighten their enthusiasm 
for whatever [reason] it is they’re 
traveling,” he commented. “So, I 
think it’s a good fi t because lots of 
people see it, some people expect 
it, and it will improve their state 
of mind while they’re traveling.”

Another upside to having artists’ 
works grace the walls of the 
terminal, said Sesko, is that 
people coming into the terminal 
can get a sense of what the Tahoe/

Truckee community is all about. 
They’re given an opportunity 
to see a diverse sampling of the 
various styles of art that is being 
generated throughout the region.

In addition to Coakley’s pho-
tography, there are currently 
items by two other artists, both 
painters, each with her own very 
unique style. Recent Pennsylvania-
to-Tahoe transplant Christine 
Brown’s abstract sky-scape and 
landscape paintings are inspired 
by nature, places she’s traveled, tie 
dye, clouds, the sky, sunsets, and 

sunrises. Colorado native Kaley 
Santille, who also now lives in the 
Tahoe region, inherited her artistic 
ability from her mother. She 
combines her passion for art with 
her love of snow sports, turning 
old skis, snowboards, and the likes 
into blank canvases so they don’t 
end up in landfi lls.

“The part that I enjoy most is 
taking a bunch of diverse elements 
and making some sense out of it. 
That’s really fun for me,” Sesko 
said. “That’s what I really enjoy 
about my end of the job.” 

ARTS & CULTURE

UP IN THE AIR: 
Coakley has long been 
drawn to aerospace 
and aviation and is 
known to highlight 
both in photographic 
compositions.

RE SERVAT I O N S H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

BE KIND 
BE CALM

BE HELPFUL

N O W  V I R T U A L !

GOOD MORNING

PRESENTED BY

A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  |  7:30–8:30AM
FREE VIRTUAL EVENT! No registration fee to attend.

SPONSORED BY

Truckee.com/GoodMorningTruckee,
TahoeTruckeeMedia.org, or Suddenlink channel 18

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com

Good Morning Truckee 
represents the kind of 

community activity that 
continues to make me 

proud of the place that I 
was born and raised.” 

— Chris Tennant, 
Mt. Lincoln Construction

 So nice to “see” 
everyone again! Thank 
you for a bit of a return 

to normalcy!” 
— Barb Wilkinson, 

Dickson Realty

A good and
informative meeting — 
much appreciated! Our 

community needs support, 
encouragement and events like 

this to keep us connected.” 
— Tim Erskine, 

Erskine Photography 

TUNE IN AT

2021 Golfing for Schools Partners Include:
Coyote Moon

Old Greenwood
Gray’s Crossing

Resort at Squaw Creek
Tahoe Donner

Northstar
Tahoe City

Golfing for Schools
WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
CARDS WILL GO ON SALE APRIL 19!
Purchase yours at ExinEd.org starting at 8 a.m. on 
Monday, April 19, 2021. Thanks for your support! 

Purchases, Questions, More Info:
ExinEd.org  |  exed@ttcf.net  |  (530) 550-7984

Cards cost $345 and are transferable. They can be used once for 
18 holes of play at participating courses.

Purchase Early + Win! When you buy your card on April 19-20, you will 
be entered to win a round for four at Scha�er’s Mill Golf & Lake Club or 
Ponderosa Golf Course.

Purchasing limit of 8 cards per person. All Gol�ng for Schools proceeds bene�t 
Excellence in Education thanks to the generous support of participating courses.
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•  It doesn’t all fi t here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event. TAP CALENDAR

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: TROUGH SUMMER: Help track the monarch population; THROUGH APRIL 30: Artwork illustrates prison life; APRIL 21 & 23: Audition for the summer musical A Year with Frog 
and Toad; MAY 10: HSTT Trails for Tails Virtual Run; APRIL 22: Wild & Scenic Film Festival; APRIL 22: Walk in the Wild; Courtesy photos 

THROUGH SUMMER

ONGOING

Through April 23

OUTDOORS | Not Too Late for 
the Arbor Day Tree Hunt
There’s still time to participate in 
the Sierra State Parks Foundation 
2021 Arbor Day Tree Hunt, which 
runs through April 23 and is open 
to all ages. This scavenger hunt 
encourages the community to 
explore the outdoors and gain new 
knowledge of local tree species. 
Each week of the contest, the 
foundation highlights a differ-
ent tree species native to Lake 
Tahoe on their website, email 
list, Facebook, and Instagram. 
Participants are asked to find and 
take a photo of themselves with 
that week’s featured tree and post 
it on their social media, tagging 
@SierraStateParksFoundation on 
Instagram and Sierra State Parks 
Foundation on Facebook. Each 
photo counts as one entry toward 
the Arbor Day raffle. Winners will 
be announced on Arbor Day, April 
30, and will receive a prize package 
by mail. Info: sierrastateparks.org

Through April 30

ARTS & CULTURE | Artwork 
Illustrates Prison Life
Karen Gedney, author and prison 
doctor for 30 years, saw first-hand 
the life, sorrows, and possibilities 
for hope and redemption in our 
prisons. For years she purchased 
and collected the art of incarcer-
ated and formerly incarcerated 
people, and now, in her efforts of 
supporting the Higher Education 

Prison Program for Western 
Nevada College, she is offering 
them up for auction. The work 
ranges from self-described 
scribble sketches to paintings, 
drawings, yarn art, and more. The 
pieces themselves can be viewed 
in person at Western Nevada 
College’s Carson City campus. The 
artists’ work has been donated for 
the exhibit, which will culminate 
in an online auction benefiting 
WNC’s Higher Education in Prison 
Program. Bidding is open through 
April 29 at 5 p.m. Info: Carson City, 
wnc.edu

Through summer

OUTDOORS | You Can Help 
Track the Monarch Population
Did you know that monarch 
butterfl ies serve a vital role as a 
pollinator supporting ecosystems 
across Nevada? Unfortunately, 
monarch populations in the west 
have declined by more than 99% 
since the 1980s for various reasons, 
including climate change, extreme 
weather, habitat loss, pesticides, 
and a decrease in essential food 
sources, such as milkweed. Nevada 
Division of Natural Heritage is 
urging the public to participate 
in the Western Monarch Mystery 
Challenge. Download the free 
iNaturalist app on your mobile 
device or on your desktop com-
puter by iNaturalist.org. If you spot 
a monarch butterfl y, snap a photo 
and upload it to the database. Be 
sure to fi ll in the location fi eld. 
Images do not need to be high 
quality; they can even be blurry and 
from far away. Info: inaturalist.org, 
heritage.nv.gov

April 10 to 11

ARTS & CULTURE |  Annual 
Poetry Festival Goes Virtual
Nevada County Arts Council 
presents its fifth annual Sierra 
Poetry Festival, expanding for the 
first time to a two-day format for 
its mainstage event. The festival 
will be online, live, and will fea-
ture international, national, and 
regional poets and performers. In 
addition to Sierra Poetry Festival’s 
mainstage events, the festival 
presents pop-up poetry throughout 
National Poetry Month in April, in 
the form of diverse events from 
readings to writing workshops, 
prompts and poetry challenges, led 
by an array of regional poets, many 
the result of a partnership with 
Nevada County Libraries. Info: free; 
sierrapoetryfestival.org.

April 13

FAMILY | Community Updates 
at Good Morning Truckee
The next installment of Good 
Morning will feature updates on 
the Coldstream planned-commu-
nity development, which includes a 
48-unit affordable housing project; 
Truckee Fire Chief Bill Seline will 
discuss the possibility of bringing 
to voters a measure to create a 
stable funding source to pay for 
various wildfire prevention activi-
ties; and there will also be a quick 
update on Covid-19 vaccines. 
Viewers can participate through 
Zoom, watch the livestream at 
truckee.com/goodmorningtruckee, 
tahoetruckeemedia.org, or watch 
on Suddenlink channel 18. Held 

virtually on the second Tuesday 
of every month, this community 
forum provides timely, relevant 
information on a variety of topics. 
Info: free; 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m; 
truckee.com

April 21 & 23

ARTS & CULTURE | Auditions 
Open for Summer Musical
Truckee Community Theater is back 
this summer, trying something new 
with its fi rst-ever Summer In The 
Park Musical. This July TCT will 
present A Year with Frog and Toad. 
Performed with permission from 
Music Theatre International, the 
piece is a musical adapted by broth-
ers Robert and Willie Reale, based 
on the Frog and Toad children’s 
stories written and illustrated by 
Arnold Lobel. Audition Information 
is now available online, with actors 
required to schedule appointments. 
Covid-19 safety measures will be 
in place. Masks are required in the 
building but may be removed for 
auditions at a safe distance. Info: 
truckeecommunitytheater.com

April 22

OUTDOORS | Take aVirtual 
Journey Into the Wild 
Living through Covid has been 
exceptionally demanding. It’s also 
presented the opportunity to reclaim 
a truth we too easily forget: We 
are nature. The superpowers of the 
natural world are hardwired in us 
and hold the wisdom to healing our 
lives, our community, and our planet. 
This is the promise of Full Ecology, 

MAY 10:

See CALENDAR p. 47

 THROUGH APRIL 30

FEB. 15APRIL 22 APRIL 21 & 23: FEB. 15APRIL 22 
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 Covid-19 Memorial:
Remembering Those We Lost

We hear the numbers on the news, 
we read them in the paper, but for 
those who had loved ones pass 
away due to Covid-19, there are 
faces behind the statistics. They’re 
mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 
aunts, uncles, children, grandparents, 
friends.

Nearly 57,000 Californians have died 
since the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic just over a year ago. 
Within Moonshine Ink’s coverage 
area, as of press time, El Dorado 
County had lost 105 residents; Placer, 
252; and Nevada’s Washoe County 
661.

For Nevada County, the California 
state database was reporting that 
84 residents passed away from 
Covid-19. In an effort to honor their 
memories, the Nevada County 
Remembrance Memorial will travel 
to several locations throughout 
the county over the course of the 
summer.

“Social distancing protocols and 
the need to protect the privacy of 
families who’ve lost loved ones has 
created a perfect storm of isolated 
grieving,” said Alicia Funk, one of 
the organizers of the memorial. 
“Collaborating with artists and 
community members to build this 
memorial has been healing to all of 
us and we hope it will help the com-
munity to grieve and move forward 
from this unimaginable year.”

A 6-foot-high column woven of natu-
ral elements from Nevada County, 
the memorial bears an inscription 
etched in local granite. Engraved 
manzanita rings hanging from willow 
branches will honor each resident 
who passed away from communities 
throughout the county.

“ … we need to find a way to grieve 
together,” Funk wrote in an email 
to Moonshine Ink. “The memorial is 
interactive and gives families a way 
to acknowledge their loved ones and 
also allows the community to add 
condolence messages. The Nevada 
County Remembers website provides 
a space for families to post obituar-
ies and photos as well as a way for 
community members of all ages to 
add their stories of what they’ve 
experienced during the pandemic.”

Family members of those who’ve 
succumbed to Covid, elected 
officials, and an alliance of artists will 
dedicate the memorial at Robinson 
Plaza in downtown Nevada City. 
It opens to the public on May 3, 
remaining in Robinson Plaza for six 
weeks before being moved to the 
Truckee Community Recreation 
Center, June 15 through Sept. 1. 
From there it will be transferred to 
downtown Grass Valley for another 
six weeks, and finally arrive in its per-
manent residence at the Eric Rood 
Administrative Center in Nevada City 
in October.

GET
OUT&GO

TAP CALENDAR

IN MEMORIAM: The Nevada County Remembrance Memorial will be on display for six weeks in 
Nevada City before coming to Truckee in June. Courtesy photo

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
530-550-8981  |  www.goodnesssake.org

LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE

 Open Tuesday-Saturday 12-5pm

Gifts & Cards for All Occasions

Go to our website 
goodnesssake.org 

for calendar of 
events & classes

Visit us on Facebook 

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness
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a new book by social scientist Mary 
M. Clare and bestselling nature-writer 
Gary Ferguson. This Earth Day, join 
the authors for A Walk in The Wild: 
Reclaiming Human Nature, a virtual 
adventure into America’s wild to 
uncover the brilliance and promise of 
our place in the world. Practical and 
poetic, scientifi c and spiritual, this 
virtual event offers a chance to stop, 
refl ect, and reenergize our connections 
to nature and to ourselves. Partners 
include the Truckee Donner Land 
Trust, the Be Here Now Network, and 
Open Sky Wilderness Therapy. General 
admission to the event has a $10 
minimum entry fee with a suggested 
donation of $25 or more. Info: 4 to 
5:30 p.m.; wildboundlive.com

ARTS & CULTURE | Wlid & Scenic 
Film Fest Celebrates Earth Day
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival 
comes to the Sierra virtually for a 
second year in celebration of Earth 
Day. For the last 15 years the Sierra 
Nevada Alliance has been welcom-
ing you to South Lake Tahoe for the 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival on tour. 
This year things are different, so 
they are bringing the festival to you. 
Join Sierra Nevada Alliance from the 
comfort and safety of your home live 
on Earth Day. Info: 7 p.m.

May 10

COMMUNITY | Raise Funds for HSTT
Exercise can help boost our mental 
state and physical health, thus, in 
the continued spirit of safety and 
social distancing, get out, track your 
steps along with your furry friend, 
and get moving without the crowd 
at the Humane Society of Truckee-

Tahoe’s 2nd Annual Trails for Tails 
Virtual Run. Registration opens May 
10 and the fundraiser runs through 
July 5. Sign-Up fee of $25 includes 
a one-of-a-kind pair of HSTT socks. 
The nonprofit has set a fitness goal 
of 10,000 miles and a fundraising 
goal of $20,000. In honor of HSTT’s 
service area, which spans North to 
South Lake Tahoe, runners, step-
pers, and doers are encouraged to 
complete a full 170 miles within the 
eight-week challenge — the dis-
tance of the Tahoe Rim Trail, a local 
favorite. Participate however you are 
comfortable. You can walk your dog, 
run, sprint, do yoga, dance in your 
kitchen. Info: hstt.org

May 11 to 12

COMMUNITY | Take Your 
Business Into the Green
Hotels, lodges, and members of the 
hospitality industry are invited to a free 
Green Lodging Workshop. The Sierra 
Green Business Network and the Nevada 
Green Business Network invite you to 
learn how to become a certifi ed green 
business, save on waste volume and 
energy costs, and attract conscious 
customers. Learn best practices in energy 
effi ciency, food and waste management, 
customer engagement, and sustainable 
transportation. Join a green business 
program and save money while operating 
at the highest environmental effi ciency. 
Register online. Info: 9 a.m. to noon; 
tinyurl.com/tahoegreenlodging 

CALENDAR from p. 45

Due to ever-changing Covid-19 
guidelines, all listings in the TAP 
Calendar and Get Out & Go are 

subject to change.

The above-mentioned team of local 
artists and community members 
envisioned and donated their time 
to construct the memorial, including 
Funk, Peggy Wright, Lyssa Skeahan 
and Kevin Cowan of Other World 
Customs, Charles Kritzon, and 
Sarah Regan. Sweet Roots Farm 
contributed the willow branches, 
Liam Ellerby of The Curious Forge 
completed the metalwork, Grass 
Valley Sign provided the plaques, 
and Robinson’s donated the local 
granite.

“I had been feeling really sad about 
seeing the Covid mortality and case 
numbers go up each week on the 
county website, but didn’t know how 
to mourn them,” said Funk, noting 
that only the victims’ genders, not 
names, have been made public. 
“These community members have 
remained invisible due to privacy 

issues and the political nature of this 
disease.”

She and the other organizers are 
hoping to learn the names of more 
residents who have lost their lives 
to Covid so they can be honored 
with an engraved ring and have their 
obituary posted on the website.

“We cannot return those who have 
died to the living, but through this 
memorial, we can remember them 
and safeguard that they will not be 
forgotten,” said Dr. Scott Kellermann, 
public health offi cer of Nevada 
County. “Although their lives were 
shortened by this virus, we can 
continue to do in our lives what they 
demonstrated in theirs, by our shar-
ing of love, compassion, and mercy.”

Info: nevadacountyremembers.com

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink 

SIERRA NEVADA
UNIVERSITYTAHOE

A WORLD CLASS 
EDUCATION IS 
CLOSER TO HOME 
THAN YOU THINK

Hybrid Courses - On Ground and Online
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Committed Expert Faculty

A Tight-Knit Institution Dedicated to 
Education and Safety for its 
Students and Community 

virtual tour: sierranevada.university-tour.com
sierranevada.edu/visit | admissions@sierranevada.edu 
999 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village, NV | 866-412-4636
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FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 

LIMITED ENROLLMENT
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TTUSD curriculum paves the way to the future

The Tahoe Truckee Unifi ed School 
District’s Career Technical 
Education and Adult Education 

programs combine basic life skills 
learned in the vocational-technical 
classes of yesterday with real life skills 
that the students of today will need to 
thrive in the world of tomorrow.

“We’ve backward-mapped it,” 
explained Todd Wold, TTUSD’s 
manager of College and Careers: 
Career Technical Education and Adult 
Education. Rather than kids going 
off to college merely because it’s 
expected, the goal is to identify each 
student’s aptitudes and talents, based 
on their hobbies and interests, to fi nd a 
complementary career path.

TTUSD offers all of its high schoolers 
the opportunity to learn real life skills 
that will further their post-secondary 
education lives through its Career 
Technical Education Pathways. 
There are eight pathways available to 
students in the district’s three high 
schools: North Tahoe, Sierra, and 
Truckee. Although the pathways are 
open to any grade level, students typi-
cally begin exploring them in the 10th 
grade as a lot of them are a two-year 
cycle. The district requires completion 
of one year of a pathway in order to 

graduate, but that way, students have 
the option to follow through to the end.

At North Tahoe, students can choose 
between engineering technology 
or food services and hospitality, 
while Sierra High offers emergency 
response. At Truckee High, engineer-
ing technology and food services 
and hospitality are also available in 
addition to information technology, 
product innovation and design, and 
welding and materials jointing. As an 
open-enrollment district, students are 
welcome to commute to a different 
school to take a pathway that isn’t 
offered on their own campus.

The overall goal, says Wold, is to 
ensure that every student in the district 
graduates ready for college, a career, 
and life, whether they decide to go 
directly into work life or on to higher 
education. Career Technical Education 
Technician Chelsea Walterscheid sees 
the pathways as a way for students to 
explore the pursuit of different careers.

The selection of which pathways to 
offer is deliberate on the district’s part, 
Walterscheid said, “fi lter[ing] into an 
industry in our area.” She noted that the 
current pathways fi t into careers with 
some of the area’s largest employers such 
as the Tahoe Forest Hospital District, 

local town governments, the hospitality 
industry, and even TTUSD itself. 

Both Wold and Walterscheid have 
access to data on labor force trends, 
from throughout the region down to 
specifi c zip codes, providing insight 
into which careers have the most 
promise for employment — with livable 
wages, Wold stressed — after gradua-
tion, whether that be from secondary 
or higher education.

“We have 300-plus graduates a year 
that need to either go to college or 
go into a career. So, where are those 
openings?” he said, noting that skills 
learned in all of the pathways cross 
many different sectors. For example, 

math and measurements are equally 
important in the culinary and engi-
neering classes as they are in Gone 
Boarding, the product innovation and 
design pathway at Truckee High in 
which students design and manufac-
ture their choice of stand-up paddle, 
surf, skate, snow, or wake boards. 

In the culinary arts program, students 
don’t simply acquire cooking skills. 
They learn the ins and outs of running 
a commercial kitchen using state-of-
the-art equipment and typically walk 
away with certifi cates in areas such 
as food handling and safety. Kids in 
the emergency response program can 
earn up to seven different certifi ca-
tions in areas like CPR and fi rst aid, 
with the option to pursue further 
training through Sierra College. At 

age 18, they’re allowed to obtain 
an emergency medical technician 
certifi cation.

“Our community is phenomenal at 
working with us and partnering with 
us,” said Wold, noting that the CTE 
pathways would not be possible 
without members of the local busi-
ness community and the community 
at large, which showed its support 
through passing several education-
related tax measures over the years.

Local business owners, a number 
of whom sit on the CTE Pathways 
Advisory Committee, have shown 
their support as mentors and 
through job-shadows and internships 

for students. Tax measures A, AA, 
E, and U have contributed to facility 
improvements and supplies needed 
to run each of the programs. For 
instance, about half of the recently 
added west wing of Truckee High 
School houses the CTE pathways 
classrooms. At North Tahoe, the 
culinary arts room is being renovated 
to resemble a restaurant-like setting.

“We’re very appreciative of the 
community and their support, and 

BOARD ROOM: Students in the Gone 
Boarding pathway at Truckee High School 
learn how to design, construct, and ride 
all types of boards, from surf and snow to 
skate and wake boards. They also mentor 
younger youths and actively participate in 
service projects built around action sports.

PLAYING WITH FIRE: The emergency response pathway at Sierra High School opens the door for students interested in pursuing a career 
as a fi rst responder. Once 18, they can become fully certifi ed emergency medical technicians. Courtesy photos
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we defi nitely could not do this without 
them,” Wold said.

In addition to strong community 
support, CTE Pathways is fueled by 
additional grant funding from the 
state and federal governments, having 
received well over $6 million in grants 
to date. Such grants cover everything 
from supplies specifi c to each pathway 
to Walterscheid’s position.

In addition, the current school year 
marked the fi rst time the district has 
offered a full elective class in “adult-
ing.” Previously, it had been available 
as part of a 25-minute student success 
reading enrichment period.

“Adulting was a class idea students had 
told me about when I was student teach-
ing in 2017,” explained Truckee High 
teacher Courtney Delgado. “They wanted 
a space where they could learn about what 
it would feel like to be on their own.”

Principal Logan Mallonee liked the idea 
and permitted Delgado to start teaching 
during the enrichment period. As interest 
grew, she supported adulting becoming 
a full elective for juniors and seniors. 
Delgado created a curriculum based on 
input from parents and students.

“I’ve tried to design the course to be 
applicable for all high schoolers; no 
matter what their future plans entail. 

It’s a great way for them to think 
ahead to their future and make plans 
in a low-risk situation,” she explained. 
“Researching fi rst apartments, common 
pitfalls of living on your own, fi rst 
jobs, future career paths and how to 
get there, fi nancial literacy ... it’s less 
scary in the real world if you’ve seen it 
once before somehow. I’m just trying to 
provide an overview of being a young 
adult out on your own so they feel a 
tiny bit more prepared for the world.”

As student needs change, so will the 
curriculum. The current course focuses 
on career paths (how to get to your 
dream job), budgeting and building 
savings, credit cards and building 

credit, buying big ticket items like a 
car or house, nutrition and cooking 
for yourself, mental health, emergency 
preparedness (car accidents, natural 
disasters where you live, basic fi rst aid), 
safe travel, and working with others 
(communication skills).

“At the end of the day, our students are 
going to leave and have to make deci-
sions on what they’re going to do with 
their adult lives,” Walterscheid said. “If 
we can spend the time they have with us 
exposing them to a variety of career and 
postsecondary education options, then 
we have helped prepare them for these 
big decisions.” 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: State-of-the-
art cooking facilities prepare students 
following the culinary arts and hospitality 
pathyway for careers in commercial 
kitchens. Students learn everything from 
the different types of knife cuts to proper 
food handling and safety.

PLAYING WITH FIRE: Students can follow 
the welding pathway for two years. The fi rst 
year serves as an introduction to welding 
and the basics of metalworking. During 
the second year, more advanced skills 
and techniques are introduced including 
advanced oxy-acetylene/plasma cutting, 
gas tungsten arc welding, and more.

www.truckeefol.org/new-library
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CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS?

Email quiz@moonshineink.com with 
your answer for a chance to win a 
growler with a free fi ll from Alibi 
Ale Works. Must be 21 or older to 
claim. For those under 21, the prize 
is one of Alibi’s trademark mustache 
pretzels and a nonalcoholic 
beverage. Correct responses will be 
entered into a drawing from which 
a winner will be randomly selected. 
Submit your guess by May 3.

LAST MONTH: We asked you to guess 
the object in a macro image.
ANSWER: Slice of blood orange
WINNER:  Jennaka Raihn, Truckee

Q U I Z
Brought to you by: 

As we move deeper into spring, the ancient goddess of harvest 
becomes prominent in the sky. Virgo is associated with harvest time 
because the sun aligns with this constellation in the fall. When we think 
of farms, we often picture scarecrows in the fi eld. It is no surprise then 
that the constellation fl ying alongside Virgo is none other but Corvus, 
the crow. Like Virgo, Corvus is a squarish constellation. It can be found 
directly beneath Virgo near the star Spica. Derived from a Latin phrase, 
Spica is the ear of wheat in Virgo’s hand and Corvus is eager to take a 

peck. Recalling an earlier column, we can use an old astronomer’s tip to fi nd Spica. From the 
Big Dipper, follow the handle’s “arc to Arcturus,” and from Arcturus drive a “spike straight 
to Spica.” Virgo is a zodiacal constellation in that it lies on the ecliptic, meaning Corvus 
moves low in the sky. Like Virgo, Corvus is an Aquarius constellation, if a bit lopsided. In 
mid-April, the crow takes fl ight in the east at sunset and is highest around midnight. By 
mid-May, it rises earlier and reaches its apex in the southern sky closer to 10 p.m. 

Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake 
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow 
her at facebook.com/astronotions.

The sun, along with planetary companions Mercury and Venus, now 
travels through the sign of Aries. As the fi rst sign of the zodiac, Aries 
initiates action, pushing us forward into new projects. Unfortunately, 
there is real potential to become discouraged this month. This is because 
the movement of the sun (self), Mercury (communication and commerce), 
and Venus (relationship, fi nances) will all be moving through a square 
aspect with Pluto, who still occupies the highly energized region of the 
sky where it conjoined Saturn and Jupiter throughout 2020. Known as an 
“opening” square, this aspect is akin to the moon’s fi rst quarter phase, a 

time of “crisis in action.” This is when we are met with our fi rst obstacles when embarking on 
a new endeavor, making it a critical time for readjustment if we wish to realize our plans, or a 
pivot if we decide to move in a new direction. The planets move past the square aspect and 
into the sign of Taurus in late April, when there will be yet another round of unpredictable 
events triggered by conjunctions to the planet Uranus. Dates to watch out for include April 
16 and 17, when the sun/Mercury conjunction squares Pluto exactly at the same time that 
the emotional moon unites with fi ery Mars. Another sensitive date on the horizon is April 30, 
when the sun/Uranus conjunction squares Saturn. Whatever is occurring for you, it is vital to 
address the bare bones of the matter. These powerful alignments allow for crucial healing — 
not a gentle, soothing massage, but a deep chiropractic adjustment. 

Astrology |

S T A R STHE By DAWN ANDREONI  |  Moonshine Ink

By Margie E. BurkeC R O S S W O R D

ALIBI ALE WORKS



READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM  8 APRIL  -  12 MAY 2021                    51

Parting Shot

Help protect the 

environment, which 

is why we’re all here

Supplies for: 
Dog • Cat • Reptile • Aquatics • Small Animal • Bird

Locally Owned and Operated

www.tahoepetstation.com

Help protect the 

Let’s all do our
doo-ty

and use poop bags.

High Quality Food and Treats | Self-Service Dog Washes
13 Locations: Truckee, Incline, Reno, S. Reno, Sparks

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM 8 APRIL  -  12 MAY 2021                   51

Nature’s Course

It was an unseasonably warm day for the middle of January and the “guard” dog was fast asleep on the patio chair basking in the sun, when there was a commotion at the 
chicken coop. Chickens were squawking and bawking and running around. After some prodding, the dog arose from her chair to investigate the situation. Alas, it was too late, 
and this beautiful bobcat had carried Pickles, a Buff Orpington, 20 feet into a tree. The bobcat won by the looks of its little tail wagging back and forth.

We can only assume that this was the same bobcat that had visited our property as a young cub with its mother about five years prior. Although we were sad to lose Pickles, it 
was good to know that the neighborhood bobcat family was thriving. We have lost many chickens over the years as it is a constant battle keeping the predators away; chickens 
really are the perfect prey. And of course, there was the great chicken massacre of 2017 when 14 were taken in one night by, we assume, the same bobcat family. However, we 
feel fortunate to live in a place where wildlife is so prevalent and would not trade that for anything. Needless to say, the bobcat will be back. In the meantime, we will need to 
mend some fences.

Photo by Stewart Gray






