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Earn a $3,000 grant from the Town of Truckee by 
renting your home to a trusted local employee. 
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FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

C R E E K S I D E S Q U AW. O R G  |  5 3 0 - 5 81-10 3 6  x 2 01

CREEKSIDE IS AN AWARD WINNING TUITION FREE TK-8TH GRADE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL LOCATED AT THE BASE OF SQUAW VALLEY

Contact Jeff Kraunz, Creekside Executive Director | jkraunz@creeksidesquaw.org 

S I G N  U P 
FOR OUR 

MARCH 19TH LOTTERY

N OW  I S  T H E  T I M E 
TO BOOK YOUR PRIVATE TOUR TO SEE IF A 

CREEKSIDE EDUCATION IS RIGHT FOR YOUR CHILD 
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A PROUD RECIPIENT  
OF THE  

2020-2022 CALIFORNIA  
DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL
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COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK

DO TELL !
Do you think dogs should be allowed off-leash in the 
Tahoe area?  
Over 100 social media users weighed in on this one, yet nothing approaching 
consensus has been reached. When dogs are a key demographic, wandering through 
a playground of mountains and meadows for possible free-range canine-human 
companionship, dogs’ human pals have much to debate about the best ways to keep 
everyone safe and happy. Let’s hear what the community has to say. 

KAREN WITT, Donner Lake
Ski Instructor, Achieve Tahoe 

It so depends on the dog. It’s hard to make a blanket 
rule fair, and really, I’d say it comes down to how the 
mama and papa of the dogs are trained.

SAMANTHA BOUCHIE, Truckee
Stay-at-home mom, horseback riding instructor, 
trail guide

It’s Tahoe. Off-leash for sure but you’re responsible if 
your dog does something bad. 

BRADLEY STUHLMAN, Kings Beach
Ski school supervisor, Alpine Meadows;  
manager, Sand Harbor Rentals

If they’re well-trained, let them free! A lot of people 
need to be leashed and have someone responsible 
accompanying them.

TONI EGAN, Soda Springs
Retired teacher

Off-leash is okay when in snow and away from people. 
Even more important is picking up their poop; I once 
heard someone telling their friends they weren’t going  
to pick it up in the middle of the street. They just put a 
little snow on it ... and it was a sunny day!

KIM BATEMAN, Truckee
Executive dean/psychology professor, Sierra 
College (Tahoe-Truckee Campus)

Yes ... dogs are less aggressive when they can greet 
without the anxiety of an owner tugging on their 
leash. It also resonates with the ethos of this wild 
place. We are all over-domesticated, and leashing 
dogs would further exacerbate that problem.

H I S T O R I C T R U C K E E . C O M

T R U C K E E  D O W N T O W N  M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N

W H A T ’ S  U P  D O W N T O W N
LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE

TDMA IS A 
NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION

FOLLOW
US ON

SAVE
THE

DATE!
THURSDAYS THIS SUMMER

(Start Date to be Determined)

5–8:30PM

Vendor applications will be  
available starting March 1, 2021

truckeethursdays.com
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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN RESILIENCE CAMPAIGN
Money raised will support 
Holiday and Year-Round 

Lighting of Historic Downtown 
Truckee and COVID-19 

response projects created to 
ensure economic vitality for 

downtown Truckee.

LIGHT UP
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE!
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LUXURIOUS 
ALPINE LIVING

The information provided is for informational purposes only, and is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of offers to buy any investment or property. In particular, nothing is intended to be an offer to sell 
property to, or a solicitation of offers from, residents from any state that require prior registration or qualification of real estate. The statements set forth herein are summary in nature, not intended to 
be complete, and should not be relied upon in making any investment decisions. Offers to acquire property will only be made pursuant to separate complete set of purchase and sale documents to be 
provided by Palisades Sales and Marketing and prospective purchasers should review all such documents carefully and should seek competent legal, tax and financial advice in connection therewith. No 
property view is guaranteed and views may be altered by subsequent development and construction at the project. Dimensions, sizes, specifications, furnishings, layouts, and materials are approximate 
only and subject to change without notice. Window sizes, layouts, configurations and ceiling heights may vary from condominium to condominium. DRE #01781565. Equal Housing Opportunity.

An intimate collection of new mountain modern homes.

palisadesatsquaw.com/experience

(530) 414-9177

The Palisades offers families a sophisticated yet 
down-to-earth alpine living experience unlike 
anything Olympic Valley has seen before. 

Limited Availability.
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“There were many geese chasing 
us.” It was a phrase I uttered in 
error — to describe an erratic 
day of errands with my sister — 
but it got me thinking.

The backwards words reflect the 
potential missteps in com-
munication and how language 
can take you on a wild goose 
chase. It is words that are at the 
center of allegations that the 
former U.S. president incited 
the Jan. 6 capitol insurrection. 
Trump’s subsequent ban from 
Twitter sparked a firestorm 
about censorship, with many 
claiming the freeze-out was an 
infringement on his right to free 
speech. (See former Moonshine 
associate editor David Bunker’s 
opinion piece on conspiracy and 
misinformation in the context of 
that attack, p. 33.)  

A goose chase is the perfect 
metaphor for hours lost wading 
through endless Instagram 
stories, tracing retweets back to 
their source, or scrolling through 
circular conversations in the 
dark corners of Facebook. Yet as 
a society using these platforms 
we’ve grown accustomed to 
this world, to feeling like “there 

are geese chasing us,” and we 
believe them to be a worthy, and 
even necessary, part of life. We 
feel entitled to using them.

Yet the freedom of expression 
afforded to U.S. citizens by the 
Constitution isn’t without caveat 
or consequence. You can’t yell 
‘fire’ in a crowded space. You 
can’t publish libelous informa-
tion, you can’t engage in hate 
speech, and you can’t incite a 
riot. A company like Twitter —  
a corporation, not a government 
entity — has every right to 
follow its own policies (which 
users agree to when creating 
accounts) by blocking any 
individual, even the president.  
If anything, Twitter should be 
criticized for not acting sooner.

In my role as Moonshine’s digital 
content editor, I have immersed 
myself in understanding both 
the beauty and the madness of 
these mainstream online plat-
forms. Like Mark Zuckerberg 
and Jack Dorsey, yet admittedly 
on a much smaller scale, I have 
to mediate heated interactions 
that happen on Moonshine’s 
profiles. (In the news story on 
p. 16, local law enforcement 
offices share how they grapple 
with regulating their own social 
media accounts.)

As our reach has grown, so 
has the level of back-and-forth. 
My experience moderating 
has taught me that online 
communities are an exercise 
in trust, control, and personal 
choice. As a publication, we 

choose to maintain certain social 
media profiles; that makes the 
Ink’s presence and interactions 
there our domain and our 
responsibility. Once, a follower 
called for a boycott of another’s 
business based on a comment 
on our page, the latter of whom 
asked us to take it down. Was I 
“censoring” one user by privately 
asking them to remove their 
own comment and explaining 
why that wasn’t appropriate on 
our page? (They deleted it.) 

I think not. Of course, none of 
this is easy and it can be nearly 
impossible in a moderator role 
to know where to draw the line 
… how to tame those wild geese 
online, if you will. It’s uncharted 
territory. Moonshine sets social 
media guidelines and seeks 
to remain transparent to its 
audience. The effort is ongoing 
and must be revisited often. 
And we are just one small piece 
of a puzzle that spans multiple 
industries and government 
agencies, here and the world 
over. To answer this societal 
brainteaser is going to require 
creative problem-solving on all 
of our parts.  

In 1999, David Bowie said the 
then-fledgling internet would 
“crush our ideas of what medi-
ums are all about.” Well, we’re 
being crushed now. If Bowie 
could imagine the profound 
impacts of the online world 
before they swept over us like a 
cultural hurricane, then we can 
imagine how to use it wisely.

ON THE COVER: FOG ON THE MARTIS CREEK WILDLIFE AREA

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “Nat Geo photog” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Juliana “weather reporter” Demarest
(juliana@moonshineink.com)

DIGITAL CONTENT EDITOR
Becca “writer” Loux
(becca@moonshineink.com)

NEWS REPORTER
Alex “movie/book critic“ Hoeft
(alex@moonshineink.com)

COPY EDITOR
Nina “jockey” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Alex Hoeft
Sarah “archaeologist“ Miller
(sarah@moonshineink.com)

PHOTOGRAPHER
Wade “SWAT team sniper” Snider
(wade@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
Scott “island maroonee” Robinson

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Dawn Andreoni, Bill Dietz, Kara Fox,  
Le’a Gleason, John Manocchio, Craig Rowe,  
Melissa Siig

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
What was your dream job as a child?

Free Speech ≠ Uninhibited Reach 

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  Known for 
criticizing the occasional sunset as not 
being perfect, the photographer catches a 
lot of flak from sensitive sunset watchers. 
While taking 267 home from Truckee, he 
figured, “Why not?” and took this photo.

ABOUT THE ARTIST  |  Wade Snider 
is a local wedding photographer as well 
as Moonshine Ink’s staff photographer. He 
is commonly known as Lake Tahoe’s most 
eligible bachelor.

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Becca Loux

The time is NOW to fulfi ll 
your real estate dreams!

Experience Truckee & Lake Tahoe
 real estate at a higher level

Carmen CarrCarmen CarrCarmen Carr
(530) 448-1643
carmencarr.com

HIT US WITH YOUR 
BEST SHOT!

DO YOU HAVE A COOL PHOTO 
OR ART PIECE?

Share it! 
Send your submissions to:

editors@MoonshineInk.com

Check out  Parting Shot , inside back page

The Trump Twitter ban and the role of control  
in social media spheres 
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the 
second Thursday of each month. Opinions 
and conclusions expressed are those of 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a member at 
moonshineink.com/contribute. For advertising 
info, email sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper.

Issue Deadline

11 March – 7 April 26 Feb 
8 April – 12 May 26 March 
13 May – June 9 30 April

These are the drop-dead deadlines. 
However, if you want your submission 
considered, please send in early.  
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

LE’A GLEASON is a North Tahoe 
transplant originally from Hawaii with over 
10 years of journalistic experience. By 
day she works for a local nonprofit, and 
in her free time enjoys the deep snow, 
warm sandy beaches, and endless forests 
of Tahoe. She tells us about an alternative 
way to look at life on p. 44.

NEWSNEWS

12  |  Being an Employee in the Pandemic

Is it fear of the coronavirus or appeal of financial assistance that’s causing 

hiring difficulties in Truckee/North Tahoe? Stories of employee successes 

and failures abide, and employers carry on throughout it all.

MOUNTAIN LIFEMOUNTAIN LIFE

38  |  Busy Signal at Your Vet

Local veterinary offices are feeling the effects of the COVID-19  

in more ways than one. New residents, a boom in pandemic puppies,  

and virus exposures are stretching them thin.

F E AT U R E S

M O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R SM O O N S H I N E  M E M B E R S

10  |  Truckee’s First Mayor is a Warrior
She explains why in this short essay.

H O M E  F R O N T H O M E  F R O N T 
35  |  Market Watch

36  |  Tahoe, Meet Pacaso
Making second homeownership a reality 

37  |  Space it Up!
Correcting pets’ bad habits

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E

48  |  Feel Good 
Walking around Lake Tahoe  
for veterans

S O U L  K I T C H E NS O U L  K I T C H E N

40  |  Farmers at the Forefront
Mountain Bounty Farm, the 
longstanding CSA provider, evolves

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S 

42  |  Weather or Not
A conversation with Open Snow’s  
Bryan Allegretto

A R T S  &  C U L T U R EA R T S  &  C U L T U R E

44  |  Body of 9
What does your Natural Number  
say about you?

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R

45  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events  
and announcements

47  |  Get Out & Go 
Art workshops with Atelier

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S

50  |  Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;  
a challenge

51  |  Parting Shot
Beach Buds

N E W SN E W S

16  |  Policing Via Social Media
Local law enforcement use the ubiquitous 
platforms more than ever.

18  |  You Asked. They Answered. 
Welcome, newcomers! How to bring them 
into the fold.

20  |  News Briefs 
Construction bid open for state park 
improvements; The Generator finds a 
home; new ADU incentives; more

22  |  In the Past
Five decades of the TRPA

24  |  Business Feature 
If you or your child are college-bound, 
here’s a must-do step: Fill out FAFSA

26  |  Business Briefs 
North Tahoe TBID slated to raise $6 
million; urgent care closes; hospital, 
Snow Lab, CATT announce hires; more 

O P I N I O NO P I N I O N

4  |  Do Tell
Should dogs be allowed off-leash in the 
Tahoe region?

6  |  Editor’s Note
Who is responsible for your  
social media life?

28  |  My Shots, Shine Ons
COVID can’t stop environmental 
protection; the Schilling Lodge; a mine 
expansion in Sierra Valley; passing as 
White in Tahoe

32  |  Readers Reflect
More back-and-forth on the NLTRA, 
responses to Plane and Clear and 
Withering on the Vine

33  |  My Shot
Truth and lies as conspiracy theories 
ravage the country

N I P  3V I N T A G E  1 9

FROM THE GROUND UP: Tahoma residents Ryan Pool and Brittany Alexander are going from 
employees to fledgling business owners, pandemic notwithstanding. Photo by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink 

JOHN MANOCCHIO is a Certified 
Financial Planner™ Professional practicing 
in Truckee/North Lake Tahoe. He and wife, 
Sarah, who have called the region home 
since 1996, are raising two active boys and 
a rescue dog named Lucy. Together they 
enjoy skiing, mountain biking, and more. 
Read his piece about applying for federal 
student aid, p. 24.

CRAIG C. ROWE landed in Truckee after 
stints in Las Vegas and North Carolina. 
A western New York native, passionate 
backpacking guide, and unapologetic 
snowboarder, Craig is driven to help people 
experience and protect wild places. Husband 
to Karen Rowe and human to mini-Australian 
shepherd Ranger, Craig introduces us to local 
weather guru Bryan Allegretto on p. 42.

MELISSA SIIG, a former editor and 
staff reporter for Moonshine Ink, is the 
owner of the Tahoe Art Haus & Cinema, 
which she is not-so-patiently waiting to 
reopen. Melissa stays busy with her three 
kids, large German shepherd Coco, and 
playing outside. She tells us why it’s so 
hard to get a vet appointment these days 
on p. 38.

12
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By Alex Hoeft
Published Feb. 4

MOONSHINEINK.COMMOONSHINEINK.COM
GOGO  ONLINEONLINE

It’s apparent there is unrest at 
the wastewater plant. The Ink has 
conducted many interviews with 
agency staff over several years 
and reviewed public comments 
submitted to the board of direc-
tors, which have indicated grave 
concerns among employees.

Now, serious strife among TTSA 
staff continues and the dividing line seems to be general manager LaRue 
Griffin, who is up for renewal this year. Also, the regional water control 
board has begun an investigation.

Full story on moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/staff-at-ttsa-divided

Staff at TTSA Divided in Advance of General 
Manager Contract Renewal

Have you heard the news? Moonshine has shifted its focus over the past year, 
exemplified by numerous choices in use of resources, but none so much as the  
decision to build and expand its investigative arm to produce in-depth, timely 
articles for the website exclusively. Head directly to moonshineink.com and  
browse the latest.  

SOCIALIZESOCIALIZEGot a tip? Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.

What is the COVID-19 vaccination 
progress in El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, and 
Washoe counties?

Plus, Nevada County’s Dr. Scott 
Kellermann, public health officer, shares 
his thoughts regarding the rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Full stories on moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/vaccinating-the-locals  
& moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/covid-vaccines-in-nevada-county

One by One: 
Vaccinating the Locals

By Becca Loux
Published Feb. 7NEWS

With COVID-inspired regulations on businesses in constant 
flux and approaching a full year in extension, local busi-
nesses push back against state and national regulations. 

Mike Guzman, general manager of El Toro Bravo, explained 
his decision to remain open at some capacity throughout the 
coronavirus pandemic: “If they told me 25%, I was prob-
ably running at 50% [capacity indoors]. If they told me we 
could have 50%, I was probably running at 75%,” he told 
Moonshine. “After about April, my family just kind of took 
it upon themselves and we basically made the decision that 
we’d rather die on our feet than live on  
our knees.”

Full story on moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/compliance

We’re Stayin’ Alive, Stayin’ Alive 

By Alex Hoeft
Published Feb. 1, 2

While not all kids experiencing distance 
learning have been struggling, local students 
and their families interviewed by Moonshine 
discussed mental health, academic chal-
lenges, and other side effects of extended 
stay-at-home learning. 

Full story on moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/withering-on-the-vine

Withering on the Vine 

By Melissa Siig
Published Jan. 20

The Central Sierra Snow Lab is one of the 
nation’s principal observatories of hydro-
logical and meteorological phenomena in 
a mountain environment. While this UC 
Berkeley research facility perched on the 
Sierra’s spine conducts numerous research projects, in the Donner-Tahoe 
community it may be best known for the annual snow report it produces. 

Over the past few years, this data has been in threat, expedited by the pan-
demic. Yet it can now be revealed that the Snow Lab’s decades-long research 
will live on. 

Full story on moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/the-snow-lab-saga

The Saga of the  
Snow Lab’s Data

By Robert Rhew
Published Jan. 13
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530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

T R U C K E E     TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

ACCIDENT & INJURY ATTORNEYS
JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRACTICE AREAS

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

RESERVE YOUR ADVENTURE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/DOWNHILL

THE BEST PLACE TO BEGIN 
Group Lessons Start at $145 for 
Kids 7-12, $169 for Ages 13+
Includes Lift Ticket, Rental Gear +  
Two-Hour Lesson With a Certified 
and Professional Instructor

SKIING SAFELY THIS SEASON
Fun + Small Group Lessons 

Uncrowded Slopes 
Pre-Purchase Tickets, Rentals + Lessons 

Masks + Physical Distancing Required 

WEEKEND GROUP  
LESSON PACKAGES
TICKET. RENTAL. LESSON. ONE AWESOME RATE.

N O W  V I R T U A L !

GOOD MORNING

PRESENTED BY

A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  |  7:30–8:30AM
FREE VIRTUAL EVENT! No registration fee to attend.

SPONSORED BY

   Truckee.com/GoodMorningTruckee,
TahoeTruckeeMedia.org, or Suddenlink channel 18

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com

Good Morning Truckee 
represents the kind of 

community activity that 
continues to make me  

proud of the place that I  
was born and raised.” 

— Chris Tennant,  
Mt. Lincoln Construction

 So nice to “see”  
everyone again! Thank  
you for a bit of a return  

to normalcy!” 
— Barb Wilkinson,  

Dickson Realty

A good and 
informative meeting —  
much appreciated! Our 

community needs support, 
encouragement and events like 

this to keep us connected.” 
— Tim Erskine,  

Erskine Photography 

TUNE IN AT
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They say all politics is local … and we say that all valuable 
journalism is local. Moonshine Ink is the source my husband 
Jim Duffy and I go to for a rich compendium of so many 
aspects of our region’s lifestyle and culture. Every edition 
runs the gamut of topics we live and breathe every day: our 
recreational lifestyle, our health and well-being, our economy, 
matters affecting our businesses, upcoming events, our history, 
thought-provoking guest opinion pieces, questions we have 
(You Asked. They Answered), our local nonprofits making a 
difference for all of us. There is something for everyone.

For me, that “something” is Moonshine’s consistent and ongoing coverage of major 
concerns. I see this as its greatest contribution to our communities. I go to Moonshine 
Ink to learn how our elected officials and community partners are working together 
to tackle big issues facing us. These are matters we all care about and that affect all of 
us — likely in different ways. As an example, over the last four years Moonshine Ink has 
been a driving force in keeping the topic of workforce housing in front of the public. 
When Moonshine takes on a big issue, each month’s edition addresses a new aspect of 
that subject. No quick and fractured reporting here, but the steady stream of content that 
keeps us abreast of the facts of the situation as well as the steps that are being considered 
to address the problem. When we citizens are informed, the suggestions we offer elected 
officials provide them helpful ideas and insights as they grapple with finding solutions. 
Having been an elected official (Truckee Town Council, Truckee Tahoe Airport Board), 
my experience has shown me that a well-informed community helps the decision-making 
process. An educated community interacting with those tasked with making decisions 
results in better outcomes. 

Another example is the comprehensive monthly coverage of COVID-19. This coverage 
is more than simply providing the statistics. Moonshine engages in thoughtful exploration 
of how this pandemic is affecting our region specifically — it’s local, it’s personal. We 
read stories of local survivors, roller-coaster impacts on our local businesses, what we and 
businesses are doing to slow the spread. And we learn how to care for ourselves to reduce 
the virus’s impact on our personal health and well-being. 

Of equal value to all of us is Moonshine’s willingness to engage in investigative reporting 
on controversial issues. Moonshine does not shy away from this essential role of a free 
press. It takes courage, commitment, and tenacity for a news publication to assume 
this role. Taking on this challenge can be painful in a small community as it may expose 
possibly embarrassing actions on the part of our friends and neighbors. Yet, when there 
is the strong suggestion of impropriety, it is critical that an independent news entity do 
more than report viewpoints. They need to ferret out the truth by seeking hard evidence 
that exposes the underlying facts of the situation. I applaud Moonshine for its occasional 
investigative reporting. If our local news source won’t tackle this, who will help us get to 
the truth?

Moonshine Ink is a vital source of in-depth coverage of all things Truckee/North Tahoe. It 
brings us news in the context of our local lifestyle and reality. That is why Jim and I have 
chosen to be strong financial supporters of this local newspaper. It is that important to us 
and we feel it is that important to our region … our place.

MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS

Membership 
Update

MEMBER

shine
MOONSHINE INK

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

Tanya Africa
Doug & Pat Allen
Eddy Ancinas
(Anonymous Donor)
Kerry Andras
Elizabeth Archer
Paul & Alice Arthur
Eve & Roger Auch
Maxwell L. Bailey
Paul Barna
Daniel Beringer
Jean Bertrand
Candy Blesse
Mary Blocher
Jennifer Bloomfield
Virginia Boucher
Barbara Boyce
Beth Bradford
Kim Bradley
(Anonymous Donor)
Karen Bradshaw
Lucila Bratt
Melissa Brendt
Hailey Brewer
Carla Brown
Laura Brown
Pete Bucter
Tara Buffington
David Bunker
Coralie Burgess
Dale & Joan Bush
Scott Cadagan
Stacy Caldwell
Valeria & George Cano
Jen Carlile
The Carr Sick Family
Chris & Kevin Carroll
Jamie Casey
Mark Charney
Megan Chillemi
(Anonymous Donor)
Mitch Clarin
James Colbert
Michele Coleman
Brent Collinson
Nanette Cronk
Peter Crosby
Breeze & Sue Cross
Mary & Paul Cushing
Courtney Dabney
Colleen Dalton
Gayle Dana
Marsha Demarest
(Anonymous Donor)
Jack & Lynda Detling
Drew Deurlington
Bret Dezordo
Seana Doherty
Brian & Joy Doyle
Kevin Drake
Sara Dube
Dennis & Leslie Dugger
James Easterbrook
Susane Eaton
Ingrid Eccles
Tom & Deb Echenique

Ellie Beals
Valerie Elder
Jen Ellermeyer
Lois Ermak
Vivian Euzent
Michael Eyton-lloyd
Trevor Fagerskog
Chris Fajkos
Shannon Falker
David Fenimore
Michele Finch
Christa Finn
Julia Flaherty-Lawrence
Wendy Floersch
Patrick Flora
Carolyn Fox
Kay Fox
Kathy Freeman
Sharon & David Freeman
Judy Friedman
Chris Gallagher
Isabelle Geiger
Lynn Gibson
Rolf Godon
Danny & Anne Goeschl
Christine Gordon
Mike Gorman
Pat Gregor
Gail Griesmer
Timea & Scott Griset
Arthur Grossman
Ron Grove
(Anonymous Donor)
Ruth Hall
Emily & Dean Headley
Judy Hemingway
Deirdre Henderson
Ralph Hendrix
Cody Hess
Kathy Hess-Slocum
Randy Hill
John Hillstrom
Pam & Tom Hobday
Cherrill Hoeft
Kendra Hoeft
Jan Holan
Brandon Howerton
Jake & Lauren Hudson
Stephanie Huntingdale
Ellen & Donald Hyatt
Id.3 Interior Design
Fred Ilfeld
Sue Rae Irelan
Hugh Jass
Cynthia Jennerwein
Joan Jones
Rene Kaldunski
Otis & Virginia Kantz
Jack Kashtan
Dan Kates
Charles Kellermyer
(Anonymous Donor)
Jessica Kenny
Jenni Kestler
Kathy King
David Kirsch

Anna Klovstad
Jennifer Knox
Lis Korb Larson
Nick Kosla
Jon Krauss
Arden Kremer
Larry Lapkin
Gaylan & Lynne Larson
Mindi Leffler
(Anonymous Donor)
Michael Linnett
Susi Lippuner
(Anonymous Donor)
Patricia Lopez
David Lougee
Kerry Loux
Tim Lucas
Andre Luthard
Bob & Kim Lynn
Sally Lyon
Laura Mader
Reina Markheim
(Anonymous Donor)
Kathlee Martin
Anonymous Donor
Julie & Dave Maurer-Schotzko
P Tanzy Maxfield
(Anonymous Donor)
Robert & Brady McClintock
Shirley McCulloch
Carol Meagher
Shana, Nate, & Daisy Melen 
Berger
David Metres
Megan Michelson
Annaliese Miller
Lettie M. Miller
Robert Miller
Richard and Ronda Miner
Walter Mirczak
Marisa Mirviss
Tony Hardy & Molly Stuart
Dennis Moore
Mike Murphy
Jane Newhard-Parks
Elena Nyhan
Rob O’Keefe
Crystal Obregon
Steve & Sally Osborn
John & Diane Pang
Heather Payne
(Anonymous Donor)
Natalie Pecoraro
Suzanne Peipher
Christopher Peterson
Dave Polivy
Steven Poncelet
Wayne Poulsen
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
John Radebold
Laurel & Paul 
Raymore
Leighton Raynor
Laura Read

Peggy Ricketts
Tom & Teri Rinne
Jose Rivero
Katherine & Neil Rodriguez
Mike Rogers
Kathryn Rohlf
David Rothman
Linda Russon
Barbara Ryan
Sue Sage
Eric & Kelley Sandel
Anthony Saraceno
Sage Sauerbrey
Dean Schaecher
Andrea Schaffer
Chuck & Arleen Schaller
Jennifer Schaller
Kurt Schmitz
Andy Schwartz
Alison Schwedner
Justin Seago
Lauren Shearer
Wendy Shelton
(Anonymous Donor)
Janae Smith
Laurel Spivock
Greg Stach
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
Kim Stewart
Alex Stodtmeister
Thomas & Carla Stokes
Wendy Sumner
Arthur Takaki & Brita Tryggvi
Stefan Tampe
Christina Temple
William Thauvette
Kristi & Chris Thompson
Steven Thompson
Ed & Janet Thorp
Katharina Tonett
Margery Tonna
Michael Turner
Rich Valentine
Katharine Veni
Emily Vitas
Maria VonDerAhe Harrison
Kenneth & Lynne Weakley
Linda Welch
Laura Whittall
Alonzo Wickers
Carol Wilson
Laurie Woods
Jennifer & Todd Zaayer
Katie Zanto
Anna Zara
Bonnie Zellers
David Zimmerman
Dave Zook
William & Diane Zuendt

SUSTAINER $120+ annually

WARRIOR $600+ annually GUARDIAN $300+ annually

John and Dagny Borcich
Jeff Dalton
Roxanne Duffield
Kathleen Eagan & James 
Duffy
Mike & Pam English
Sierra Mountain Mortgage 
Steven Jolly
Stefanie Olivieri
Ryan Group Architects
Rick Stephens
Ken and Lynne Weakley
Michael Witherspoon
Lois Zell
Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs
The Rayfield Family

Lisa Ascher
Walter Auerbach
Tom Ballou
Alison Bermant
Sierra College
Ruth Cross
Gary Davis
Kristi Denton 
Cohen
Ann Diemer
Jessie Eastman
Dan Haas
Jon Hartung
(Anonymous 
Donor)
Gretchen Corbin 
KC Seymour
Andie Keith
(Anonymous 
Donor)
Christopher 

Kohlhardt
Lisa Laliotis
Laurel & Tom 
Lippert
Dale Livezey
Jeff Loux
(Anonymous 
Donor)
Mike Richardson
Clay & Lori Richey
Andrew Ryan
Laura & Mike Ryan
Scott Ryan
Chris Ryman
M.C. Sabarese 
Jimmy Self
Kathryn Shaffer
Ian Simmons
Georgia Smith
Lee & Teri Smith
Heather Solomon

Jeanette & 
Andrew Terry
Nelson & Edna 
Van Gundy
Kimberly Warren
Tom Watson
Jennifer Wayman
Jane Weeks
Brian Wright
Jan & Louise 
Zabriskie
Cedar Glen Lodge

HERO $1,200+ annually Heather Boger | Steve Teshara

ILLUMINATING READ: Kathleen Eagan and husband Jim Duffy started coming up to Tahoe in the ‘70s 
for skiing and vacations, then made Truckee their home in 1986. They believe Moonshine covers the full 
range of topics and issues that our region lives and breathes, thus they are Warrior Moonshine members. 
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

WHY TRUCKEE’S 
FIRST MAYOR IS A 

MOONSHINE WARRIOR 

BY KATHLEEN EAGAN

(Anonymous Donor)

ONE-TIME  Jan. 9 – Feb. 5
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Vaccinate
Nevada County
Together we can end the pandemic.

STAY IN THE KNOW 
ON COVID-19 

VACCINES

Nevada County Public Health 
is partnering with local 
healthcare providers to 

distribute COVID-19 vaccines 
to Nevada County residents

Get up-to-date information 
by phone, text, or online.

Call 1-833-DIAL211

Text VACCINEINFO to 898211

MyNevadaCounty.com/
Coronavirus/Vaccine

Together we can end the pandemic

Ta
ho

e Int
egrative Veterinary Care

HIGH FIVE 
TO WINTER FITNESS

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM

530-582-1133
12068 Donner Pass Rd,  Truckee |  TahoeHol ist icVet.com

Ask about exercises and 
techniques to prevent injury 

before it happens!

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary CareDr. Amanda Stuart, DVM

 BE KIND | BE CALMBE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St. , Tahoe City CA 530-583-8551

christyhill.com

 EARTH TO TABLE
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To receive unemployment 
payment or not — last summer, 

that was the question.

The wreckage left in the novel 
coronavirus’s wake still lingers 
in myriad ways, even as vaccines 
appear as a light at the end of a 
long, long tunnel. When the virus 
first reared its head in March 
2020, businesses were among 
the first casualties: laying off 
employees, diminishing services, 
or closing their doors completely. 
And when the state restrictions 
eased, many employees weren’t 
ready to return, happy to rely on 
the federal government’s assistance 
rather than risk exposure to the 
contagious COVID-19. 

Months later, the effects are still 
obvious, and, in most industries, 
full recovery is still a ways off. The 
employee tales in this story, from 
a range of trades, illustrate a grim 
landscape full of pitfalls, and yet 
also of opportunity. 

It won’t surprise anyone that 2020 
had the highest unemployment 

rate since the Great Depression 
in 1933 — a national spike from 
3.5% in February 2020 to 14.7% 
by April. The accompanying chart 
shows the unemployment rate 
breakdowns in each of Moonshine 
Ink’s coverage area counties, and 
the effects felt (compared to the 
rest of the decade).

While the graph’s spikes tell a 
rather significant story, some 
places barely noticed a change. 

Kati Craig, postmaster at the 
Tahoe Vista post office, told 
Moonshine that aside from fol-
lowing such guidance as masks, 
physical distancing, and plenty 
of hand washing, there was no 
turnover. The three staff on-site, 
including Craig, remain.

New Moon Natural Foods didn’t 
experience a reduction in business 
like many others; as a grocery 
store in the midst of closing 
restaurants, the Truckee and Tahoe 
City locations became lifelines. 
At the same time, keeping enough 
employees on staff was a challenge. 

“There was definitely an upheaval, 
and fortunately there were many 
people out of work who wanted to 
work,” New Moon’s owner Billy 
Griffin shared. “Although I will 
say it was difficult. There was a 
period during the $600-a-week 
unemployment thing where people 
made the economic choice to say, 
‘Why would I go expose myself in 
a grocery store setting to all those 
people when I could make $200 
more than what I’m making on 
unemployment?’

Griffin explained there were 
about 10 spots during the peak of 
employee turnover that New Moon 
struggled to fill (roughly 12% of 
the workforce).

“It was odd because you’d look  
at the headlines and see 14 million 
people out of work, and you’re 
like, there’s no one applying,”  
he said.

The unemployment benefits cer-
tainly shook up the oft-used “work 
to live” phrase. Between March 
29 and July 25, 2020, Americans 
receiving unemployment insur-
ance benefits were granted an 
additional $600 per week through 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act if 
they had pandemic-related reasons 
for being out of work. While unem-
ployment insurance can normally 
be collected for 26 weeks from 
the start of a claim, the Pandemic 

Business owners and employees continue to 
wade through COVID-19’s havoc

NEWS

The Employee Experience  
During the Pandemic

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink
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LINES OF THE TIMES: While the United States as a whole experienced its largest unemployment rate since 1933, El Dorado, Nevada, Placer,  
and Washoe counties had their own records broken. Displayed here are the last decade’s unemployment rates. For reference, the 2010/11 spike  
is fallout from the 2009 market crash. Chart by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink

HELP US HELP YOU: Despite 
skyrocketing unemployment rates, 
businesses around the Truckee/North 
Tahoe area (like Pet Station in Incline 
Village, pictured here) continue to 
hire. However, wariness of would-be 
employees remains as the coronavirus 
morphs and becomes more spreadable, 
even as vaccines are rolled out. Photo 
by Nina Miller/Moonshine Ink

MORE ONLINE
This chart is interactive 
online! Explore the 
decade’s monthly 

unemployment percentages for each 
county and the country on our website.
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Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC) 
allowed for a further 24 
weeks.

Such benefits were carried 
on with the Continued 
Assistance for Unemployed 
Workers Act, signed Dec. 
27, though at a smaller 

dollar: $300 a week for 
that same group of unem-
ployed workers, expiring 
March 14, 2021.

The range of standard 
unemployment payments in 
California runs from $40 to 
$450 per week and from $16 
to $469 per week in Nevada.

Sectioning  
out the sectors

The top five industries most 
impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to 
a September 2020 S&P 
Global Market Intelligence 
study, were airlines, leisure 
facilities, oil and gas drilling, 
auto parts and equipment, 
and restaurants. Tahoe’s 
own economy relies heavily 
on two of those industries 
(leisure and restaurants), 

and players in the local 
game shared their realities.

Wendylyn Clemens owns 
ECS Cleaning Solutions, 
a house-cleaning service 
covering the Tahoe Basin 
and the Carson City region. 
Despite the flood of people 
visiting the area in 2020, 

and the rise of occupancy in 
short-term rentals (accord-
ing to AirDNA, up 55% 
from March to August in 
Truckee; up 50% in Tahoe 
City; and up 52% in Incline 
Village), ECS suffered.

Clemens said she heard 
from customers who didn’t 
want people in their home 
anymore in case of possible 
virus spread, and that they 
were canceling cleaning 
services until things “blew 
over.” And when California 
shut down leisure travel, 
there went the vacation 
home business.

“We went from a team of 
15 down to three, and they 
were barely wanting to even 
work,” she said. “People 
actually laid themselves off, 
people with houses who had 

roommates, saying, ‘Hey, 
we don’t feel comfortable 
even working.’”

Alibi Ale Works is another 
local business straddling the 
Tahoe region’s state lines. 
Owner Kevin Drake told 
Moonshine that last March 
his taproom locations shut 

down “like just about every 
business did and laid off 90% 
of our staff and went to bare 
bones, a skeleton crew.”

General manager of Alibi’s 
Incline Village location, 
Aaron Zendner, wrote in 
an email that remaining 
Alibi staff “have been 
cross-trained to perform 
other tasks to help maintain 
hours, while others have 
improved their skill set to 
move into other roles.”

When restaurants and bars 
were able to reopen with 
limited capacity in June, 
Zendner explained that 
some of the employees 
expressed concern about 
the increase in likelihood 
of contracting COVID-19. 
Wouldn’t signing up to 
receive unemployment be 

the safer route? “We just 
remained flexible with 
everyone’s needs and desire 
to return back into the 
service industry,” he stated.

Rylan Cordova, general 
manager of the Alibi’s 
Truckee spot, echoed 
Zendner: “It is difficult to 

say if people are resisting 
to come back to work for 
unemployment benefits. 
They could be fearful of 
exposure to COVID or … 
this was simply the nudge 
they needed to move on to 
pursue their next career. In 
the end, it is each person’s 
choice.”

Neither Zendner nor 
Cordova are particularly 
worried about rehiring 
once the pandemic finally 
calms down. Hiring has 
always been a challenge in 
the Tahoe area, so they’re 
somewhat used to it.

“This is mainly due to the 
lack of housing, especially 
long-term rentals for people 
to live,” Cordova wrote 
in his email. “This was 
becoming an issue before 

COVID, but COVID has 
increased this issue at an 
exponential rate.”

The music sector hit a 
drawn-out flat note once 
Tahoe-area events began to 
be postponed or canceled. 
Carl Davis, for example, is 
a Truckee sound engineer 
working for Crux and the 
Tahoe Truckee School of 
Music, as well as pitching 
in his expertise for bands 
and small events when 
needed. All that and his 
own band, too.

“Long story long, I guess 
… summer of 2020 was 
supposed to be the busiest 
yet with all of my contracts 
and musical endeavors,” 
Davis shared with the Ink. 
“Of course, everything all 
dried up. All the contracts 
were gone. My band went 
dormant for months as we 
all quarantined … My gear 
sits in my garage in audio 
slumber, waiting for COVID 
to get under control [so] our 
community can enjoy live 
music again.”

It’s certainly been a chal-
lenge musically, not only 
because of the loss of 
income, but also because 
music is Davis’ passion. 
He’s focused on the silver 
lining, though: The school 
of music is seeking new 
avenues for its many 
programs, and Davis is the 
sound guy for all of it.

He also added, “My band 
is able to practice twice a 
week in a studio that has 
space for distancing, and 
masks are required.”

A fickle helping hand

Court Leve has enjoyed a 
steady flow of success in 
Truckee and North Tahoe 
for two decades through 
his photography business. 
In more recent years, Leve 
was hired to shoot execu-
tive retreats for corporate 
giants like Google, PG&E, 
and The Home Depot 
Foundation, bringing in 
nearly 70% of his annual 

NEWS

See EMPLOYEES p. 14

DOG & BEAR SHOW: Ryan Pool and Brittany Alexander are going from Tahoma employees to restaurant owners during the  
trying COVID times. The pair plans to open their bar/pizza restaurant by mid-June. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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income. COVID-19, of course, 
nipped those events in the bud.

“Pretty much when the ski resorts 
shut, every bit of business that I 
had for the future completely dis-
integrated,” Leve said. “… With the 
recession, at least there were standing 
businesses that people had already 
committed to. And if a company was 
doing well, they were still planning 
things, they were still getting married. 
But this was a full stop.”

Leve waited out the first few 
months, relying on previous income 
and hoping for a short-lived pause 
to life as he knew it. By mid-May 
2020, though, it was time for 
him to pull the emergency brake. 
Comparing his quarter two earnings 
from 2019 to 2020, Leve says he 
was down 85% to 90% in income.

He applied for Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance, federal 
help for those who might not nor-
mally meet unemployment benefit 
standards but have been affected 
financially by the coronavirus’s 
spread. As part of the assistance, Leve 
received a Visa debit card through 
Bank of America, which provides 
money every two weeks as long as he 
qualifies. (Similar to the extension of 
additional unemployment insurance, 
PUA expires March 14.)

“Every two weeks you go onto 
[California’s Employment 
Development Department] site 
[and] you certify for benefits,” Leve 
explained. “It asks you a series of 

questions, it’s the same every time: 
Were you too sick to work, did you 
look for work, is COVID the reason? 
And then describe who you are.”

As an independent contractor unable 
to work due to the pandemic, Leve 
reports whether he made or earned 
any money over a weekly period.

“You do it every two weeks [but] 
you break it down by week,” he said. 
“You could make $0 one week, you 
could make $10,000 the next. You 
could get benefits for the first week 
but not for the second.”

Each payment Leve received 
through the EDD he immediately 

transferred to his personal account 
— he figured it couldn’t hurt, and 
eventually, it was lucky he did.

In a Jan. 25 press release, the 
EDD announced that between 
March 2020 and Jan. 16, 2021, 
19.5 million claims were processed 
through the California depart-
ment, paying out $114 billion in 
unemployment. Of that, 9.7% of 
payments have been discovered as 
fraudulent, and up to an additional 
17% of payments were to possible 
fraud accounts.

Leve was unable to access his 
account for about a week in 
December (he’d get an error 
message every time he tried to log 
on) and spent three days and many 
hours bouncing between the Bank 
of America and EDD phone lines, 
trying to speak with someone about 
his lack of access.

“This is how I felt: Hey, you can’t 
work, you lost your job, we’re 
going to give you money, and now 
you can’t have the money we told 
you we were going to give you,” 
Leve said. “And you can’t contact 
anybody.”

That problem, he continued, 
eventually fixed itself, though his 
account was frozen for another rea-
son at the beginning of February 
— this time, to be adjudicated by 
EDD staff over the sale of print 
and stock photos. Regardless of 
numerous hours spent on the phone 
trying to understand the system’s 
issues, the long-term effects of the 
pandemic still loom. As an indepen-
dent contractor in the events world, 
Leve says he’s used to fluctuations 
of income and he’s learned when 
the busy times of year are. That 
being said, 2021 is a new reality.

“I have absolutely no false hope 
that the phone is going to start 
ringing magically; it’s going to be 
a slow re-immersion,” Leve said. 
“These events that take hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and six months 
of planning, no one’s even planning 
to plan them yet.”

An employee-to-owner 
success story

Due to dining restrictions imposed 
during the pandemic, the National 
Restaurant Association shared that 
as of Dec. 1, 2020, over 110,000 
restaurants across the country have 
closed either temporarily or for good.

COVID-19’s impacts on local restau-
rants are a sore spot for anyone in the 
industry, who, if they weren’t laid off 
or furloughed, saw a shift to curbside 
pickup and outdoor dining last year. 
That change is still prominent today.

But the 11-month stretch hasn’t 
been completely bad news for 
everyone. Tahoma residents Ryan 
Pool and Brittany Alexander 
have moved up the chain, from 
employees to fledgling business 
owners. The two are now leasing 
the building that until the end of 
last year housed West Shore Pizza. 
By mid-June 2021 at the latest, 
Pool said they’ll open Dog & Bear, 
a restaurant serving elevated bar 
food and pizza, a pursuit funded 
by both savings and a silent 
investor.

“My fiancée [Alexander] and I have 
dreamed of owning our own restau-
rant. Now we have the opportunity, 
and we’d like to fulfill it,” he contin-
ued. “… We’re not trying to reinvent 
the wheel; I think [pizza is] a service 
and a product that fits very well in 
Tahoma, so we want to keep that 
and just expand upon it a little bit.”

Regarding their quest to staff 
the restaurant, Pool said they’ll 
rely on the circle of friends and 
acquaintances established over 
their decade in Tahoma.

“With a lot of people leaving 
Tahoe,” he said, “either getting 
pushed out by the rental market 
or getting pushed out from the 
loss of jobs around here, I defi-
nitely think [hiring is] going to  
be a chore, but I’m confident  
that we know the right people  
to where we make it work.”

Pool and Alexander are long-time 
employees of the West Shore 
Café, and still work there. Pool 
said it’s difficult to speak about 
starting up a restaurant without 
sounding like a jerk, and that his 
heart goes out to those whose 
businesses have suffered. But he’s 
found hope in the creativity of 
other Tahoe businesses that have 
stuck through things. 

“We’ve been cautiously optimistic 
that we can do this, and things 
will get better soon, especially 
with the vaccine coming out. 
That’s exciting,” he said. “We 
aren’t being naive and thinking 
this isn’t a huge risk, and we know 
this isn’t going to be an immediate 
thing … We know that we’re still 
in it, we’re not out of the woods 
yet, but we’re definitely optimistic 
that it’s coming.” 

PLASTIC MONEY: Truckee photographer Court Leve received a debit card through the federal 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program, which fills with money bi-weekly based on his 
income. Photo courtesy Court Leve

NEWS

... IT WAS ODD BECAUSE YOU’D LOOK AT THE 
HEADLINES AND SEE 14 MILLION PEOPLE OUT 
OF WORK, AND YOU’RE LIKE, THERE’S NO 
ONE APPLYING.”

 ~ BILLY GRIFFIN

EMPLOYEES  from p. 13
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Take Stella home, to work and to the slopes.

Breakfast is offered daily,  
including fresh baked  
pastries, breakfast wraps, 
bowls and sandwiches  
that are perfect to pack  
for skiing or to enjoy at  
the office. 

Breakfast
Daily 7am to 11am 

Dinner
Thurs. - Sun.  5pm to 9pm 

Indoor dining is temporarily  
suspended - outdoor dining or  
take out only until further notice.

530.582.5655  |  stellatruckee.com

We make it easy. Order online  

for curbside pickup.

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
530-550-8981  |  www.goodnesssake.org

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE
Open Tuesday-Friday 12-3 

and Saturday 12-5
Gifts & Cards for All Occasions 

Go to our website 
goodnesssake.org 

for calendar of 
events & classes

Visit us on Facebook 

(530)563-5250  |  Bill@PacificCrestWP.com

www.Pacif icCrestWP.com

C o n f i de n c e .
When it comes to financial planning 
and retirement, you need to get the 
big decisions right. 
 
Leverage our experience and expertise 
to understand all your options, and to 
feel confident in your choices. Bill Austin

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161
 William Austin is a Registered Representative and an Investment Adviser Representative with/and offers securities 
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment 

Adviser. CA Insurance #0D20353 Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

RE SERVAT I O N S H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

BE KIND 
BE CALM

BE HELPFUL
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When Melissa Mayhew was 
arrested Dec. 30 on drug 

charges and for an outstanding 
Placer County warrant, it wasn’t the 
six days in jail that shook her up. 
It was having her mugshot, along 
with details of the arrest, posted 
on Placer County Sheriff’s Office 
Facebook page six days later. 

“I felt completely hopeless,” the 
40-year-old Kings Beach resident 
said. “I felt like, ‘Why am I trying.  
I am not going to win this battle. No 
one is going to see me as nothing 
more than a drug addict.’”

The social media post garnered more 
than 1,100 reactions, 550 com-
ments, and 41 shares. Additionally, 
regional media outlets picked up 
the post and ran it as a news story, 
including on Sacramento televi-
sion stations. Mayhew, who had 
decided to get clean and received a 
Suboxone shot while in jail to help 
with recovery, said her 6-year-old 
son saw her on TV.

“He saw mommy all over the news, 
how mommy is a heroine user and 
drug user,” said Mayhew, who was 
charged with possession of heroin, 
heroin for sale, and drug parapher-
nalia, all of which she disputes. “The 
post puts another layer of shaming 
… the comments are awful.”

The majority of remarks on the post 
commended the PCSO for the arrest 
and several spoke ill of Mayhew, 
who said she had to cut and dye her 
hair so she could go out in public. 
But then there were those who ques-
tioned the post and recognized that 
Mayhew likely needed help. Several 
of her past friends also reached out, 
including Brook Costa. 

“It immediately made me want 
to reach out and help her,” said 
Costa, who is Mayhew’s former 
employer. “Everyone was making 
a joke of her addiction. I had a 
strong need to defend her.”

Although the two had not spoken 
in five years, Costa reached out  
to Mayhew, offered help to get 
sober, and ended up driving her 
former employee to appointments 

and keeping her focused. Costa, 
a former addict, said she under-
stands addiction and how a social 
media post of that nature could 
send a drug user spiraling.

“I know how isolation pushes you 
into addiction,” shared Costa, a 
Truckee resident. “How do you 
expect her to recover if you are 
publicly shaming her.” 

Mayhew, who says she is on the 
road to recovery from her five-year 
drug addiction, noted that several 
people reached out to her after 
seeing the post, which gave her 
hope. But, she worries for others 
who may find themselves in a 
similar situation. 

“That post might have saved my 
life, but it almost killed me,” 
Mayhew said. “There are a lot of 
fragile people out there. Someone 
else may not have been able to 
take it.”

USING SOCIAL MEDIA  
AS A NEWSROOM

The Placer County Sheriff’s Office, 
headquartered in Auburn, posts 
several arrests and mugshots on 
its Facebook page weekly, but the 
decision “to post arrests is done on 
a case-by-case basis,” according to 
PCSO Public Information Officer 
Angela Musallam.  

“There are times where posts are 
made to gain information from the 
public, and other times to keep the 
community apprised of the contacts 
our deputies make while they’re out 
in the field,” Musallam said. “There 
have been arrests that were posted 
at a later time because the investiga-
tion would have been compromised 
and jeopardized.”

Of the nine PCSO arrests in Tahoe 
in a 30-day period from Dec. 22, 
2020 to Jan. 14, 2021, only one was 
posted to its social media page, and 
that was Mayhew. The PCSO also 
has a closed Tahoe Facebook group, 
where it was shared as well. 

“We post certain misdemeanors 
and felonies that have compelling 
stories and compelling facts. Not 
every little crime is put out there,” 
Musallam said. “The purpose of the 
sheriff’s office having social media 
platforms is to continue transpar-
ency with the community through 

social media posts and educating  
the public on matters relating to 
public safety.”

The PCSO has a team of five who 
run its social media accounts, 
with multiple managers utilizing 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
YouTube, Snapchat, and Nextdoor 
to communicate with the public. 
Musallam said they have done away 
with written press releases and use 
Facebook as the newsroom. The 
sheriff’s office has used social media 
to communicate with the commu-
nity since 2011. Its Facebook page 
currently has more than 87,000 
followers. 

“Social media has changed the game 
a bit,” said Musallam, noting that 
the department still provides written 
arrest logs for the public. “It is an 
extremely valuable tool in capturing 
people.”

Musallam said PCSO has 
“extremely high success rates” when 
it posts asking for help in identify-
ing suspects. Tips from the public 
typically come within a day or two 
and help deputies locate someone 
they are looking for, she said.

Indeed, police departments around 
the country have turned to social 
media platforms to communicate 
with their constituents and the 
media. But law enforcement agen-
cies use the plethora of forums 
in a variety of ways. While PCSO 
actively uses Facebook for breaking 
news, public service announce-
ments, educating the community, 
weather updates, and miscellaneous 
posts multiple times a day, other 
agencies take a different approach. 

NEWS

BY KARA FOX 
Moonshine Ink

THAT POST MIGHT HAVE SAVED MY LIFE, BUT 
IT ALMOST KILLED ME.” 

 ~ MELISSA MAYHEW, KINGS BEACH RESIDENT 
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California Highway Patrol 
Officer Jacob Williams has 
worked in the Truckee office 
since April 2020, but he 
was previously the head of 
social media in Sacramento, 
overseeing 108 offices 
throughout the region as a 
one-man show. He noted 
the department does not 
post mug shots since they 
are the property of the 
county, and not CHP.

“Mug shots were always 
a matter of contention in 
Sacramento,” Williams said. 
“We didn’t want to dive  
into that.”

Instead, the office focuses 
on using social media for 
public service announce-
ments, road conditions, 
“fun competitions” among 
offices, and more light-
hearted posts. The CHP 
Truckee area office utilizes 
Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram, which are 
currently managed by public 
information officer Carlos 
Perez, who was on leave 
and not available for an 
interview.

Now, each CHP office 
dictates what goes on its 
social media pages. And the 
Truckee CHP Facebook 

page is a popular one. A 
January 2017 video of a 
FedEx truck sliding down 
Donner Pass posted on its 
Facebook page has had 
61.1 million views. The 
account itself has more than 
250,000 followers.

“It is encouraging to see the 
dialogue,” Williams said of 
the patrol’s page. “It used 
to be this community thing, 
and now people from all 
over the state follow us.” 

Truckee Police Department 
takes a similar approach. 
While it does post mug 
shots, the last one on its 
Facebook page was shared 
on Oct. 12, 2020. The 
account, which has more 
than 9,000 followers, is also 
used as a public relations 
and investigative tool. 

TO MONITOR OR NOT 
MONITOR COMMENTS? 
 
While the posts themselves 
can be a matter of conten-
tion, it’s comments made 
by the public that really ire 
those on the receiving end. 
Tara Guerrette’s brother, 
Taylor, was arrested in 
2018 by the Placer County 
Sheriff’s Office, and his mug 
shot was put on Facebook. 

“The comments were hor-
rendous,” said Guerrette, 
noting people called her 
brother a “scumbag” 
and many other names. 
“Reading the comments is 
the worst part.”

The 29-year-old Tahoe Vista 
resident 
said she was 
thankful that 
her brother, 
who is now 
clean and 
doing well, 
never saw the 
comments 
because he was in prison. 
But, she said it was difficult 
for her and the rest of their 
family. 

“It made it 10 times harder 
than it already was,”  
Guerrette said. 

Both the PCSO and 
Truckee PD do not censor 
or delete comments on 
their posts, claiming it’s a 
violation of the social media 
user’s First Amendment 
rights. 

“We are legally not obliged 
to take anything down,” 
Musallam of the PCSO 
said, noting there are special 
cases. “Facebook has filters 

in place to hide comments 
that are deemed to be inap-
propriate … The sheriff’s 
office reserves the right to 
remove a comment if the 
author of the comment is 
making a direct and credible 
threat, which would prompt 
a criminal investigation.”

CHP Truckee, however, 
does remove and hide 
inappropriate comments, 
and will ban users who are 
habitual offenders. Williams 
of the CHP Truckee office 
said they take screenshots 
of the offending comments 
before removing them for 
backup in case they are 
questioned on the matter.

“There is productive and not 
productive [comments],” 
Williams said. “We don’t 
have a problem removing 
the worst offenders from 
our page … It is our  
responsibility to make sure 
stuff stays appropriate on 
our page.” 

First Amendment expert 
Gene Policinski, who is 
a senior fellow for the 
Freedom Forum Institute 
in Washington, D.C., 
said comments on public 
posts are less about First 
Amendment rights, and 
more about contract law 

between the social media 
platform and the user. 

“It is an area of law in flux,” 
Policinski told Moonshine 
Ink. “New technology has 
raised a new set of  
questions where the court 
has to make decisions.”

Policinski said law enforce-
ment agencies would have 
solid ground in deleting 
comments if they impeded  
a police investigation. But, 
for now, each department 
needs to decide on their 
own rules.

“We are parsing these ques-
tions as we move through 
them,” he said. 

NEWS

SOCIAL MEDIA BLITZ: Local law enforcement agencies use social media for a variety of reasons, including public service announcements, road and weather updates, seeking help in investigations, and 
breaking news. Here, screenshots of recent Facebook posts from Placer County Sheriff’s Office and California Highway Patrol-Truckee show the diversity. 

NEW TECHNOLOGY HAS RAISED A NEW SET 
OF QUESTIONS WHERE THE COURT HAS TO 
MAKE DECISIONS.” 

 ~ GENE POLICINSKI,  
FIRST AMENDMENT FREEDOM FORUM INSTITUTE SENIOR FELLOW  
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Have you noticed more full-time residents filling 
up local roads and neighborhoods? COVID-19 
certainly added to the push, but the trend has 
been noticeable for years. This month’s question 
addresses how to reach out to local newcomers 
and enfold them into the community fabric. A 
charity, foundation, and chamber share their 
perspectives from an organizational standpoint, 
and a fresh tenderfoot herself speaks to how she’s 
learning about her new home.

TAHOE FUND PAYS IT FORWARD
With most big events in life, there is often an unin-
tended or unexpected consequence. As we have seen 
with COVID, the need to shelter in place has forced 
many to question the location of that place. With the 
requirement to be in an office suspended, a lot of 
folks have realized that sheltering in place among the 
beauty of Lake Tahoe is a far better choice than their 
prior setting. The consequence for Tahoe is a larger 
population of full-time residents who now have the 
opportunity to get involved in the civic issues of our 
community. 

If we hope to engage these new residents, it is critical 
that we create a welcoming and inclusive environment. 
This begins with neighbors welcoming neighbors and 
extends out to every part of our community. We must 
also invite everyone into the broader conversations. 
Along the way, it is helpful to remember that most of 
us were also once new to Tahoe. 

It is hard to live in the mountains. If you haven’t 
grown up navigating the snow, wind, pine needles and 
environmental sensitivities, it requires some help and 

advice. I experienced this firsthand when I moved here 
nearly 18 years ago from New York City. I was beyond 
excited to be living in such a beautiful community, but 
I was clueless about the skills needed to live here. 

Thankfully, I met locals who took compassion on this 
city slicker. With their advice, I bought a 4-wheel drive 
car. I got snow tires for the winter season. I stopped 
buying plastic water bottles and drank straight from 
the tap. I picked up the dog poop, because no, it is 
not a natural thing for our wilderness just because 
the bears do it. Eventually I learned who built all of 
the amazing trails and found out how to volunteer. 
Eighteen years later, I am now the CEO of the Tahoe 
Fund, a nonprofit dedicated to helping solve Tahoe’s 
environmental challenges. 

As we question how we can get our new neighbors 
engaged, I think it is also important to question our 
own civic engagement. Being a “local” does not give 
anyone a pass. My civic engagement did not happen 
overnight. I spent many years unaware of the amount 
of work required to take care of a place as special as 
Tahoe. But once I became informed, I wanted to do 
something to make Tahoe a better place. 

As we welcome a new group of residents, I hope we 
will not only ask for their engagement but recommit 
to our own. And to all of our new neighbors, I say 
welcome. We look forward to your contributions to 
our community. 

~ Amy Berry, Tahoe Fund CEO

THE CHAMBER’S INITIATIVE

Truckee Chamber community concierges talk to 
an average of five new residents each month in our 

California Welcome Center located in the train 
depot at the center of historic downtown Truckee. 
We not only provide them with information about 
basic resources, but also connect them with other 
community members, businesses, services, as well 
as help them engage by letting them know about 
programs and virtual events. 

We are in the process of developing a Community 
Concierge Program to help new residents get the lay 
of the land and learn about Truckee’s unique mountain 
culture. The initiative will provide a welcoming envi-
ronment and is being designed to help bring together 
“new residents” and “local connectors” — community 
members who can provide peer guidance, who are 
well-versed in the vibe of the community. It is directly 
in the Truckee Chamber’s wheelhouse to provide those 
kinds of resources.

It’s important to focus not only on newcomers, but 
long-time residents as well. There’s always something 
to learn and experience. We’ll be helping people dis-
cover the “roots” of their community … “If you don’t 
know where you’ve come from, you don’t know where 
you’re going” and plan on presenting information 
from some of our community’s “forefathers” or “tribal 
elders.” Truckee has come so far in the past 20 to 30 
years and learning more about that really is fascinating 
and connects you to your community.

Starting soon, the chamber will host focus groups to 
determine the needs of new residents. We are also 
doing a redesign of truckee.com to bring community 
and business information to the forefront and improve 
navigation so it’s easier to find what you’re looking for. 
The revamped site should launch May 1.

Until we get the full Community Concierge Program 
up and running, we encourage everyone to join us the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 a.m. for Good 
Morning Truckee. Whether you are new to the com-
munity or have lived here for years, hearing from our 
leaders is an enjoyable way to stay on top of important 
issues, connect, and engage. One of the great things 
about living in a small community like ours is that you 

NEWS

< LET’S MEET OUTSIDE: Tahoe Fund CEO Amy Berry has been 
organizing outdoor adventures to welcome local newcomers. 
Here, new parents from Lake Tahoe School enjoy a morning hike 
in summer 2020. Courtesy photo

^ READY AND WILLING: Hillary Lane, who moved with her 
family to the region this past summer, is already entrenching 
herself in Tahoe/Truckee organizations that align with her 
passions. Courtesy photo

HOW DO WE ENGAGE NEW 
RESIDENTS IN CIVIC LIFE?
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can personally know your leaders and 
work with them to make a difference.  
Go to truckee.com/goodmorning-
truckee to find the Zoom link to 
participate.

~ Lynn Saunders, president and CEO, 
Truckee Chamber of Commerce

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S 
WELCOME WAGON
Moving to a new place is never easy, 
but moving during a pandemic has 
its own unique challenges. How do 
both you and your children make 
new friends when school program-
ming is modified, gyms are closed, 
and events are canceled? Navigating 
change is difficult, even more so when 
relationship-building opportunities like 
sports, bingo nights, networking events, 
and crab feeds have been stripped away 
from our daily lives. This can leave us 
feeling isolated, out of place, or tense 
and suspicious of others.

To get through these changes, it is 
important to reinforce our community 
values and vision. Community building 
occurs in those day-to-day interactions, 
neighborly exchanges, and service 
opportunities. Without intentional 
and strategic community building, we 
risk so much of our social norms and 
agreements.

How can we help our new (and old) 
community members orient and engage 
in our neighborhoods? How do we 
intentionally build community? At the 
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation 
(TTCF), we believe there is no better 
way to be involved than through civic 
engagement and volunteering! Each 
month, we host a virtual Welcome 
Wagon event to share insights, 
introduce community members to 
service organizations and volunteering 
opportunities, help them navigate the 
web of public agencies, and share some 

fun trivia from our local history. When 
we put in the effort, we all benefit, find 
new friends, volunteers, and champions 
of this special place! From our efforts, 
slowly but surely, we have successfully 
wrangled new folks into volunteer roles 
that are attuned to what drives them, 
connected them to leadership and 
service organizations, and helped them 
build their professional network.

Visit ttcf.net/welcomewagon for more 
about the Welcome Wagon events. 

~ Stacy Caldwell, Tahoe Truckee  
Community Foundation

A NEWCOMER’S NOTIONS
Standing at a ballet barre under 
towering pines in Tahoma in early 
September, I couldn’t believe the 
combination of good fortune and 
coincidence that had landed me there 
(in mask and down vest). Had a friend 
not mentioned the Lake Tahoe Dance 
Collective, I might never have enjoyed 
the free-flying feeling of taking ballet 
classes outdoors, nor have met the 
passionate and creative people of this 
performing arts community.

To me, as a newcomer, it feels like the 
many communities within Tahoe are 
strung together with few, if any, degrees 
of separation. Maybe it’s COVID or 
maybe it’s just Tahoe, but businesses 
and nonprofits seem to be working 
together and promoting each other. Just 
before Christmas, the dance company 
partnered with Wolfdale’s for a special 

takeout “dinner and a show” offer, 
featuring The Nutcracker performed 
by the collective in 2019. So many 
new residents hungry for information, 
entertainment, and community, not to 
mention good food, are paying close 
attention to emails and listening for 
good advice.

I have been gobbling up information 
about the lake’s geology, tectonics, 
and especially wave action. With a 
background in coastal science I am 
eager to get out in the field to measure, 
report, and volunteer however I can. 
There is no shortage of work addressing 
the challenges that climate change and 
increased building and tourism pose 
to the lake, and searches show many 
groups like the League to Save Lake 
Tahoe eager for helpers.

At a time when outdoors is the only 
place to socialize, organizing small 
groups to snowshoe, letting dogs play 

together, or walk along a shoreline 
trail seems to be the safest way to 
make introductions and disseminate 
information. Through an excursion 
arranged by Lake Tahoe School, I’ve 
met new hiking and skiing partners 
and learned about the Tahoe Fund. 
The fund’s weekly emails raise my 
awareness of what I can do to help 
maintain and improve the centerpiece 
of our community: the lake itself. 

And don’t underestimate the value of 
a strong photo and flyer. That’s how I 
met JP Donovan and Belinda Quené, 
whose company Tahoe Multisport 
rents kayaks, stand-up paddleboards, 
and backcountry ski equipment. They 
seem to have all the answers to what to 
do, how to do it, and even how many 
squirrel species live here.

~ Hillary Lane, who moved to Incline 
Village with her family in August 2020

Compiled by Mayumi Elegado 

NEWS

YOU ASKED?
Readers submit questions and we 
find the right people to answer 
them. Submit your query to 
editors@moonshineink.com.

BEING A ‘LOCAL‘ DOES NOT GIVE ANYONE 
A PASS. MY CIVIC ENGAGEMENT DID NOT 
HAPPEN OVERNIGHT. I SPENT MANY YEARS 

UNAWARE OF THE AMOUNT OF WORK REQUIRED TO 
TAKE CARE OF A PLACE AS SPECIAL AS TAHOE.”     
            

~ AMY BERRY, TAHOE FUND



20                 11 FEBRUARY – 10 MARCH 2021                      MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

1 Lawsuit Filed Against AT&T for Cables
LAKE TAHOE
In January, a lawsuit was filed against AT&T to remove 
two abandoned telecommunications cables from Lake 
Tahoe. Kirk Boyd, a Tahoe City-based attorney, said he and 
three other lawyers filed the suit to compel the company 
to remove the cables, which date back to 1929 and are 
deteriorating. The cables, which seem to be leaking lead, 
sit in Emerald Bay and run along the West Shore; the 
longest is 7 miles. 

“Our impression is that AT&T is going to take responsi-
bility for this and do the right thing, and move forward to 
resolve this problem,” Boyd said. “We would rather work 
together as a community than fight in the courts.”

For AT&T’s part, it disputes the suit. “We are commit-
ted to the environmental well-being of Lake Tahoe as 
well as ensuring connectivity for residents and visitors,” 
spokesperson Jim Kimberly said. “We disagree with the 
allegations in this lawsuit and hope to resolve it soon.”

According to research by Boyd, the estimated cost to 
remove the 7-mile cable is roughly $300,000, but salvage-
able copper may help defray expenses.

Boyd said when an article first ran in Moonshine Ink in 
Nov. 2020 about the abandoned cables, that residents of 
the West Shore were “shocked” and began writing letters 
to AT&T to advocate cable removal. While there is a third 
abandoned cable owned by California Pacific Electric 
Company, the lawsuit is only directed at AT&T. However, 
Boyd said they are “still pursuing removal of all the cables 
from the lake.” 

~ Kara Fox, Moonshine Ink

2 Construction Bid Now Open for Spooner 
Lake State Park Improvements
INCLINE VILLAGE
Nevada State Parks is seeking bids for phase one of the 
Spooner Frontcountry Improvement Project, which will 
involve a complete redesign and update of the facilities 
that are over 35 years old, and some new construction at 
Spooner Lake. Proposals will be accepted at the Nevada 
Division of State Parks office until March 11 at 2 p.m.  

This phase follows a successful fundraising campaign 
completed last year by the Tahoe Fund that generated 
more than $300,000 in contributions from private donors, 
which helped to unlock $2.9 million in public funding for 
the project. 

Spooner Lake welcomes more than 150,000 visitors 
every year. The new facilities will offer visitors high quality 
interpretive programming and environmental education, 
and will serve as a base for natural and cultural history 
programs, ranger-led hikes and tours, and an outdoor  
science venue for students. The addition of the amphi-
theater will also expand ecology and outdoor education 
programs, with a number of science and nature-based 
field trip opportunities for local elementary and middle 
schoolers.

The project will include the removal of the existing rest-
room, site preparation, utility installation, construction of a 
visitor center and amphitheater, pathways and site ameni-
ties, landscaping and irrigation, entrance road realignment 
and paving, vault toilet installation, and any other specified 
work as outlined in the project specifications.

For detailed project and bid information, visit  
parks.nv.gov/about/public-notices.

~ Tahoe Fund press release

3 Roof Avalanche, Successful Rescue
SERENE LAKES
On Jan. 27, a 14-year-old male was playing in a snow cave 
next to his home in the Serene Lakes area when snow slid 
off the roof and completely buried him. Nobody witnessed 

the incident, but when he didn’t come inside after a few 
hours, family members looked for him, couldn’t find him, 
and called 911. The experienced first responders from 
Truckee Fire Protection District immediately suspected 
a roof avalanche and began probing the debris at the 
bottom of the roof. They got a hit with the probe, quickly 
started digging, and recovered the boy alive about 5 feet 
under the snow. 

TFPD provides numerous tips for winter preparation, 
including avoiding areas where snow might fall off a roof, 
not sledding into the street, and driving slowly during 
dangerous conditions.

~ TFPD news alert

4 The Generator Finds a Home
RENO
The Generator, a nonprofit community art maker space 
in Reno, is a well-loved installation of the Burning Man art 
build family, and it almost lost footing due to a series of 
bidding losses when its lease was up in 2019. Yet with a 
meeting of the minds between art and 
urban design, a key local collaboration 
saved the space. Currently, the creative 
work area exists but isn’t public, and in 
the process of being moved to 2450 
Oddie Blvd., expected to be open late 
summer or early fall in 2021.

Called “The Oddie District,” the 
project is part of a plan by Foothill 
Partners, a real estate development firm 
with cultural relevance as a prominent 
factor in project choice and planning, 
founded by Douglas Wiele in 1994, 
who said the collaboration has made 
a lasting positive impact on his own 
company, and was sparked at 2019’s 
Burning Man itself. 

Foothill frequently develops projects 
involving large grocery stores, and, 
Wiele told Moonshine Ink, “it slowly 
dawned on me that this sounds like 
every grocery store deal that I’ve made 
since 1980, that the grocery stores know 
that I need them more than they need 
me … because they drive traffic and 
they are a big brand.” He took on the project, searching 
for cheap big box property in Reno and building other 
stakeholders in a project through the ‘brand’ of The 
Generator and its connection and association with the 
iconic music and arts festival. 

“Like we have been doing elsewhere, a significant com-
ponent of the project is committed to arts and culture to 
the point where we brought in an arts and culture director 
for the project who is now a partner,” Wiele said. “And we 
will have an arts and culture director on all of our projects. 
The basic notion is that if we are not culturally relevant to 
the community, they’re just going to hop online.” 

Find out more about The Generator and plans for The 
Oddie District as a whole on therenogenerator.com. 

~ BL

5 Initiative Launched to Support Development, 
Construction for New Library
TRUCKEE
The Friends of the Truckee Library (the Friends) has 
launched the LibraryUP Luminaries Campaign, a fundrais-
ing initiative to engage passionate library supporters who 
want to help seed-fund pre-development activities, and 
dramatically demonstrate the community’s commitment 
to, and investment in, seeing a new facility built. To date, 
nearly 70 community members and families have proven 
their dedication by becoming Luminaries. Those interested 

in joining can 
participate through 
a $1,000 donation, 
or ten payments of 
$100, and will be 
honored through 
a unique art 
installation at the 
new space.

The Luminaries campaign will support the development 
of a facility that is free and open to all, and large enough 
that anyone who needs a space to study, gather, or 
collaborate is welcome.

In partnership with Nevada County and the Town of 
Truckee, the Friends are currently supporting the effort led 
by LDA Partners to develop renderings and cost estimates 
for the new space. After months of surveys and community 
input, they will be ready for community viewing in early 
2021.

~ Friends of the Truckee Library press release

6 Effort to Get Underserved Youth Outdoors
TAHOE CITY
The Tahoe Fund announced its support of SOS Outreach 
with a $30,000 program grant to expand its impact in 
North and South Lake Tahoe. SOS Outreach is a nonprofit 
that provides opportunities for underserved youth to 
experience the outdoors while participating in a mentor-
ship program that is designed to prepare them for life’s 
challenges. Every winter, kids who would not normally 
have the opportunity enjoy five ride days at Northstar or 
Heavenly with their mentors. Off the slopes, they engage 
in social service projects that help improve their local 
community. 

In North and South Lake Tahoe, more than 250 kids learn 
to ski and snowboard, leadership skills, and the importance 
of protecting the environment through service projects 
each year. In the summer months they learn to fly fish, river 
raft, and mountain bike. 

Over the past 10 years, SOS programs have led to more 
kids graduating from high school, attending college, 
finding careers, and giving back to their communities, with 
96% of SOS youth planning to attend college and 61% 
returning to mentor peers.

~ Tahoe Fund press release

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.NEWS BRIEFS
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BOOKWORMS UNITE: LibraryUP Luminaries is a group of library supporters to help seed-
fund the development activities for the new space. Friends of the Truckee Library is on a 
mission to reach 300 members this year. Flier courtesy the Friends
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7 County Continues to Address Trash Issues
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Responding to recent health and safety concerns with trash 
in the North Lake Tahoe region, the Placer County board 
of supervisors adopted on Jan. 26 an ordinance amend-
ment increasing trash service requirements in eastern 
Placer County. The amendment goes into effect April 1, 
with exemption requests accepted from Feb. 15 to  
March 15. 

“For a number of years, we have seen a growing 
problem of household trash being placed in public trash 
cans and commercial bins in eastern Placer County, which 
has been exacerbated this year with COVID-19,” said 
District 5 Supervisor Cindy Gustafson. “This is one part of a 
comprehensive plan by the county to address trash issues, 
which also includes increased garbage pickup at public 
sites, requiring vacation home rentals to prove service and 
additional education. Just across the county line, the Town 
of Truckee does not allow trash exemptions. This amend-
ment seeks to address the community need, while still 
allowing flexibility for eligible residents.”

Previously, residential and commercial property owners 
were eligible for an exemption from trash service if their 
property would not be occupied for a month or longer. 

The proposed ordinance amendment would still allow 
exemptions from mandatory trash service if the home or 
business is unoccupied for an entire quarter. The exemp-
tion timelines span from January to March, April to June, 
July to September, and October to December. In such a 
case, an exemption form certifying the property will not be 
occupied is required before each quarter, starting April 1, 
with forms due by March 15. If a residence or business is 
found occupied, service would start immediately and the 
owner would be billed for the entire quarter. 

~ Placer County press release

8 New Incentives Approved for ADU Program
TRUCKEE
On Jan. 26, Truckee’s town council unanimously 
approved an accessory dwelling incentive package 
aimed at accelerating both the production of new ADUs 
as well as bringing unpermitted units into compliance. 
ADUs, also known as granny flats or backyard cottages, 
are gaining traction at both the state and local level as a 
promising way to address housing needs within existing 
neighborhoods. 

Recently, the town amended the rules and standards for 
ADUs to make it easier for homeowners to understand 
land use requirements. Additionally, the town set up 
an ADU web-based resource page and established a 
team to provide customers with a high level of technical 
assistance as they navigate the process of building new 
units as well as obtaining permits for existing, unpermit-
ted units.

The new ADU incentive package will include a menu of 
funding tools to help homeowners with some of the costs 
of permitting and building. The grants and loans will be 
available for both those building new units (open for the 
next four years) as well as those with existing unpermitted 
units (accessible for a two-year timeframe).

The incentive package will be available this spring. To 
learn more and sign up to be notified when the grants 
and loans would be available, visit townoftruckee.com/
government/housing. 

~ Truckee press release

9 Nevada Agencies Partner to Expand  
“Our Place Homeless Project”
WASHOE COUNTY
The Nevada Division of State Lands and Nevada 
Department of Health and Human Services are pleased 
to announce a new partnership between the State of 
Nevada and Washoe County to expand housing and 
social services for homeless and at-risk vulnerable popula-

tions through the Our Place Homeless Project, located 
within the state agency campus in Sparks.  

Through this collaborative partnership, the NDSL is 
leasing 21 acres of property on the Northern Nevada 
Adult Mental Health Services campus to Washoe County 
to significantly expand Our Place’s programs and services, 
including the following: 

• Mental health and substance abuse program 
• Homeless shelter for women and families 
• Prevention of foster care placements and 

preservation of families 
• Reduction of jail admission and emergency  

room visits 
• Employment and educational opportunities 

Homeless women, children, and families that are 
currently residing at the Community Assistance Center in 
downtown Reno will move to the new Our Place campus 
when it opens in spring 2021. The new campus will pro-
vide more space for social and recreational opportunities 
for children and adults by creating two campuses. The 
Our Place Homeless Project will enhance the CrossRoads 
program and provide additional care management 
services for homeless women, children, and families. The 
separation of the populations will provide a child-friendly 
space, which is required to support a learning environ-
ment as well as allow families to remain together. 

~ NDSL, NDHHS press release

10 Martis Valley Trail Project Gains Momentum
NORTH TAHOE
The Martis Valley Trail project in North Lake Tahoe 
reached significant funding and multi-agency environ-
mental review milestones last month as part of a trail 
system envisioned for the region. The 10.2-mile paved 
pathway will connect the Town of Truckee through Martis 
Valley and Northstar Village and up to Brockway Summit.

The project is a collaborative effort with the Northstar 
Community Service District. The Resort at Northstar has 
also provided needed trail easements.

When complete, this will ultimately become part of the 
Resort Triangle Trail, which will connect the communities 
of Kings Beach, Tahoe City, Olympic Valley, Truckee, 
Martis Valley, and Northstar in one great big loop trail.

The anticipated cost of the trail from the Martis Creek 
Lake Recreation Area to Northstar Drive is $8 million. In 
addition to local sources, the project will be funded by 
federal and state grant programs. Construction on the 
trail segments that will complete the connection between 

the Town of Truckee and Northstar Drive is slated to 
begin later this year.

~ Placer County press release

11 Interim GM Contract Approved at TDPUD
TRUCKEE
On Jan. 6, the Truckee Donner Public Utility District board 
approved the employment agreement of Brian Wright, 
water utility director, as interim general manager. Wright’s 
six-month term began Nov. 18, 2020 and will end May 
21. He’ll receive a base salary of $250,000 per year, and 
is entitled to other benefits based on the PUD’s current 
policies.

All board directors approved the contract except for 
Kim Harris. In December meetings, Harris had questioned 
Wright’s appointment and suggested offering the interim 
position to other staff members. 

In a statement shared with Moonshine Ink Harris said, 
“At my first board meeting, when the ad hoc committee 
was being discussed, I asked about a job description that 
lists the duties and qualifications of the interim general 
manager position and did not receive a clear answer from 
the board or staff. I was reminded by the board president 
twice that the position has been unanimously appointed 
in closed session. In my view, it was a quick decision that 
happened without any input from the community or 
employees that I have heard of.

“A quarter of a million dollars in annual salary is a large 
amount of public funds to be considered and I did not 
feel that the information provided to me was sufficient to 
approve such a generous contract.”

~ AH

12 Free Wildfire Retrofit Guide
TAHOE
Months in the making, Tahoe Living With Fire, along with 
many other authors and contributors, has produced the 
Wildfire Home Retrofit Guide, which includes detailed 
recommendations for retrofitting homes to better with-
stand wildfire.

Each section contains an explanation on how every 
home component is vulnerable to wildfire and what can be 
done to improve that component. Check out the guide for 
free at bit.ly/WildfireHomeGuide to learn about hardening 
your home against wildfire.

~ Tahoe Living With Fire social media

MARTIS MILESTONE: The Martis Valley Trail project continues to make progress, leading to the 10.2-mile paved path that will ultimately 
connect Truckee to Brockway Summit. Photo courtesy Placer County

10
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Could you imagine the pristine forested land-
scape around the Lake Tahoe Basin replaced by 
high-rise buildings and housing developments 
in a city the size of San Francisco? The winding 
scenic roads surrounding the lake replaced with 
high-speed freeways and a bridge across Emerald 
Bay? Such was the plan in the late 1960s follow-
ing two decades of rapid growth — and it would 
have come to fruition without the Tahoe Bi-State 
Compact that led to the creation of the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency. But as times have 
changed so has the way TRPA has had to address 
development in the Basin.

For thousands of years, majestic Lake Tahoe sat in 
its pristine, unadulterated glory. Until European-
American explorers “discovered” its existence 
around the mid-19th century. Once the Comstock 
Lode was revealed in Virginia City, Nevada, in 
1859, the explosion of the mining and railroad 
industries led to mass deforestation in the area. 
It is estimated that more than 80% of the Basin’s 
forests were clear-cut during the 1860s as the tim-
ber was used to build mine 
shafts and fast-growing 
developments.

By the early 1900s 
there were several failed 
attempts to designate the 
Tahoe Basin a national 
park as conservationists 
began to take note of the 
changing landscape. As 
the 20th century wore 
on, development around 
the lake continued to 
boom and people started 
to become concerned. 
Something had to be done 
before the beauty of the 
Basin was lost forever and 
the lake’s renowned clarity 
was clouded over.

Dwight Steele and Coe 
Swobe were the vocal 
visionaries who drew 
awareness to the pollution 
and development that were 
detrimental to the lake’s 
legacy.

“These were the folks that made the change 
happen … but they didn’t know the work 
they were doing was going to make such 
an impact,” said TRPA public information 
officer Jeff Cowen.

A senator from Nevada, Swobe was known  
as the “father of the Tahoe Bi-State Compact.” 
An agreement between then-Nevada Gov. Paul 
Laxalt, then-California Gov. Ronald Reagan, 
and their respective state legislatures, the 1969 
bi-state compact created the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency. Steele was also an early pioneer 
in the push to preserve Lake Tahoe. A labor 
lawyer turned environmental activist, Steele was 
heavily involved with the nonprofit organization 
League to Save Lake Tahoe. He led the fight to 
end the dumping of septic system wastewater and 
illegal pumping in the lake during the late 1960s 
and served in various capacities including board 
member, president, and general counsel from 1967 
to 2002. Steele also was a TRPA board member in 
the late 1970s and ’80s.

The goal of the Bi-State Compact was to create a 
regional planning agency that would use science as  

its guide when it came to development around the 
Lake Tahoe Basin, limiting building on sensitive 
lands, overseeing erosion control, and implement-
ing a system to manage growth. The agency even 
led the push to preserve the lake’s signature clarity 
with measures such as passing the nation’s first 
ban on two-stroke marine engines. While there 
was great recognition for all of the TRPA’s indi-
vidual accomplishments, the relationship between 
conservationists and private landowners grew 
strained; finding the right balance proved to be a 
most precarious task. 

“There was a lot of animosity between the two 
sides,” explained Cowen. ‘’In [1969, 1970], 
everyone had the perspective that it was all good 
… but it wasn’t. TRPA was trying to be the big 
shot, calling the shots and telling everyone else 
how it was going to be.”

All development plans and proposals had to go 
through the TRPA. At that time, the board had 
a rule that if members didn’t vote on a matter 
before them within 60 days, it was automatically 
approved. 

“This is how we have some 
of the high rises we see 
today,” Cowen said, noting 
the trademark towering 
casinos found in South 
Lake Tahoe. “Obviously, it 
was a little bit flawed.”

But for the agency, it has 
always been a classic case 
of damned if you do and 

damned if you don’t. 
Going into the 1980s, 
the TRPA issued two 
separate moratoriums 
on nearly all new 
residential construc-
tion within the Basin 
while it worked to hash 

out updates to its 
regional plan. The 
measures were 
eventually chal-
lenged in court by a 
group of individual 
landowners who 
were subject to the 
moratoria. They 
challenged that they 

In the Past
BY JULIANA DEMAREST

A Fine Line
In five decades as steward 

of the Tahoe Basin, the TRPA has 
been on the road of reckoning

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER: Among its actions to protect Lake Tahoe, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
stepped in to keep the proposed bridge across Emerald Bay from becoming a reality. Illustration courtesy CalTrans 
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should receive just compensation under the 
Takings Clause of the US Constitution in the 
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments, on the 
grounds that they were being denied use of 
their land.

The initial court found in favor of the plaintiffs 
but the case was appealed before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. The 
circuit court ruled that the plaintiffs were only 
temporarily impacted and no compensation 
was in order.

Then, in 1984, on the day the governing 
board adopted a long-range plan, two parties 
filed suit claiming the measure didn’t go far 
enough to protect the lake. A judge issued a 
moratorium on building while a more stringent 
agreement was drafted. Following three years 
of negotiations, the lawsuit was settled and the 
1987 regional plan was adopted.

By the 1990s, it became apparent that 
although the action plan the TRPA had been fol-
lowing was making progress, fixing Lake Tahoe 
one project at a time wasn’t enough. The agency 
needed to take a holistic approach for preserv-
ing the lake and its surrounding landscape. As 
development patterns and environmental threats 
evolved, the agency had to do the same. 

In bygone eras, “streams had been straightened, 
meadows turned into grazing land or developed, 
and the forests were unhealthy because of fire 
suppression practices,” Cowen remarked.

TRPA had to find a way to fix the mistakes 
of the past. The result was the Lake Tahoe 
Environmental Improvement Program, which 
included some 700 restoration and capital 
improvement projects that would further reduce 
fine sediment entering the lake, improve air qual-
ity by reducing reliance on the private automobile, 
and reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire, 
among other things.

“It’s one of the most comprehensive and ambitious 
restoration programs in the nation,” Cowen said.

In 1997, President Bill Clinton and Congress 
got behind the push and passed the Lake Tahoe 
Restoration Act, promising $300 million. But 
again, the TRPA was caught between developers 
and private landowners. There was a senti-
ment that, after the act was implemented, the 
requirements of a home improvement project or 
commercial building upgrade were so prohibi-
tive that reinvestment slowed and Tahoe’s town 
centers were becoming rundown and locked into a 
1950s, car-centric pattern of development, Cowen 
explained. It was a point of reckoning when it was 
realized, he said, that legacy development had 
caused more harm than new construction was  
apt to.

By the time the agency’s regional plan was to again 
be revisited, in 2007, TRPA began working with 
environmental groups, local governments, private 
property advocates, and the states on procedures 

and policies that make 
permitting and redevelop-
ment easier. The update, 
Restoring Lake Tahoe and 
Supporting Sustainable 
Communities, was 
approved in 2012, with 
“environmental redevel-
opment” becoming the 
phrase for packaging 
together incentives, 
more local control over 
planning and permitting, 
and air and water quality 
investments.

“The 2012 regional 
plan calls for TRPA to 
constantly improve and 
evaluate,” said Cowen, 

noting that the ever-changing environmental 
challenges require this nimbleness. “Water qual-
ity improvements could be impacted by climate 
change. Also, forest health, aquatic invasive 
species, increasing visitation pressures, a housing 
crisis, have to be a major focus today. The health 
of the watershed can be affected by a variety of 
impacts and we can only answer our mandate by 
keeping them all on the dashboard.”

In November 2020, TRPA took a look back at its 
history, celebrating a half-century of collaboration 
and recognizing key individuals and organizations 
for their contributions during each of the agency’s 
five decades, with the Spirit of TRPA awards.

“Over 50 years, we’ve all become better and better 
at practicing TRPA’s core value of collaboration,” 
TRPA Executive Director Joanne S. Marchetta 
commented in a recent email to Moonshine Ink. 
“Only constant vigilance to build, nurture, and 
reinforce collaborative relationships protects Lake 
Tahoe.”

Marchetta, who started out as legal counsel for 
the agency in 2005, recognized the need for 
change and upon becoming executive director in 
2009 moved toward shifting the agency to a more 
collective perspective.

“I can honestly say that Tahoe’s successes have not 
ever come from reinforcing divisions. ‘Us vs. them’ 
is purely a state of mind because our interests 
are all connected,” she said. “In Tahoe, a healthy 
environment depends on strong communities and 
a resilient economy. That’s why every day we invite 
partners, old and new, to join with us in finding 
common ground for the benefit of our lake and 
our communities. The only way we find our solu-
tions across all those interests is through strong 
collaboration.” 

LAND MINE: Some of the timber stripped from the Lake Tahoe Basin was used to construct mine 
shafts following the 1859 discovery of the Comstock Lode in Virginia City. Photos courtesy TRPA

DECADE OF DESTRUCTION: The Lake Tahoe Basin was largely stripped  
of its age-old forested beauty over the course of just 10 years. 
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For Arturo Colmenares, 
a Truckee High School 
grad, going to college was 
a lifetime goal. To help 
fund this dream, high 
school counselors hosted 
an online practice run, 
where he was guided in 
how to fill out the Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid, otherwise 

known as the FAFSA. It 
took about 20 minutes. 
The result: He was 

awarded several grants 
and simultaneously quali-
fied for student loans.

If you or your child are 
college-bound, here’s is a 
must-do step: Fill out the 
FAFSA. This standardized 
application form for stu-
dent aid used by federal 
and state governments, as 

well as most colleges and 
universities, is completely 
free and could translate 
into hundreds or even 
thousands of dollars.

Colmenares is now a 
sophomore at University 
of Nevada, Reno, study-
ing Early Childhood 
Education with a minor 
in Special Education. He 
believes that being at 
college is the best way to 
jumpstart his career and is 
the first in his family to go 
to college.

Each year, the FAFSA 
application submission 
window opens on Oct. 1. 
Currently, applications for 
academic year 2021/22 
can be submitted. The 
sooner applications are 
received, the better. 
This is because, in some 
instances, a particular 
type of aid may run out. 
Also, schools often 
distribute student aid 
on a first-come, first-
served basis. Data does 
show that the number of 
families filing the FAFSA 
have declined in recent 
years and in fact, $2.6 
billion went unclaimed 
in 2018. However, due 
to the economic fallout 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is the 
possibility of an increased 
need for financial aid.

There are a number of 
application deadlines that 
may be applicable. For 
the 2021/22 academic 
year, the federal deadline 
is 12 a.m. CST on June 
30, 2021, but again, keep 
in mind that applying 
early may mean catching 
certain funds before they 
run out. Some states have 
earlier FAFSA deadlines. 
For instance, California’s 
is March 2, 2021, and 
some schools have their 
own unique ones. Missing 
the deadline(s) is not a 
good thing as a student 
will be unlikely to qualify 
for federal, state, or 
school aid until the next 
academic year. 

Undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional students 
may apply for student 
aid using the FAFSA. 
Eligibility requirements 
include having a Social 
Security number or Alien 
Registration Number, 
obtaining a high school 
diploma or equivalent, and 
male students must have 
registered with Selective 
Service.

Eligible colleges and 
universities include 
4-year, 2-year, and less 
than 2-year institutions 
that offer degree and 
certificate programs. 
This applies to associate 
degrees, not just bach-
elor’s, and includes public, 
private nonprofit, and 
private for-profit universi-
ties and institutions. 

The types of federal aid 
that may be awarded 
based on the information 
provided on a FAFSA 
comprises Federal 
Pell Grants, Federal 
Stafford Loans, Federal 
Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant, and 
Federal Work-Study 
Program.

NEWS

Grateful GardensGrateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

OFFERING SNOW REMOVAL
Walkways 0 Stairs 0 Decks

Hot Tub 0 Bear Bins 
Handcrews & Snowblowers
Commercial & Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372

You dream it. We make it happen.You dream it. We make it happen.

The Gateway to $120 Billion  
in College Grants

Applying for federal student aid is quick,  
can pay major dividends, and  

should be done by every  
college-bound senior

FUNDING THE DREAM: Arturo Colmenares graduated from Truckee High 
School in 2019 and is the first in his family to attend college. A 20-minute 
session filling out a FAFSA helped pave his way to higher education. 
Courtesy photo
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Filing a FAFSA is a simple process. 
However, it does take some time and 
forethought. First thing to know is that 
there is no cost or fee. Filing can be done 
in one of three ways: online at fafsa.gov, 
through a mobile app available for both 
iOS and Android, or by submitting a good 
old paper application. You will need some 
personal identifying information of the 
student applying; name, date of birth, 
social security number, driver’s license 
number (if you have one). Tax return 
information will be required along with 
balance information on bank accounts, 
investment accounts, and such. If the 
student is a dependent, then the parent’s 
information will also be required. 

While completing the FAFSA, at least 
one school must be listed. Online or in 
the mobile app, up to 10 schools can be 
listed, but only up to four if using a paper 
application. The schools named will use 
the information submitted to determine 
the types and amounts of aid for which a 
student qualifies. For federal aid, it does 
not matter the order in which the schools 
are listed. However, some states require 
a specified order. While California does 

not, to be considered for state aid, an 
aid-eligible state school must be included. 
Nevada has a similar requirement. 

A common myth is that submitting a 
FAFSA will negatively impact the ability 
to qualify for financial aid or be accepted 
into a particular school. The truth is, the 
FAFSA can only help. Even if a family is 
well off, the only way to know if a student 
qualifies for aid is to submit the FAFSA. 
Don’t assume that just because someone 
may have the means to pay for college 
that aid is not available. Further, some 
schools require a FAFSA to be submitted 
to receive merit-based aid such as scholar-
ships. The information contained in the 
FAFSA will not cause a school to revoke a 

scholarship. 

The internet contains a wealth 
of information on the FAFSA. 
Two very good resources are 
fafsa.gov, mentioned earlier, 
and savingforcollege.com. 
Another excellent resource 
might be your student’s guid-
ance counselor, as Colmenares 
learned.

~ This article is meant to be general in 
nature and should not be construed as 
investment or financial advice related to 
your personal situation. Please consult your 
financial advisor prior to making financial 
decisions. John Manocchio is a financial 
advisor with Waddell & Reed and can be 
reached at (530) 412-3757. Waddell & 
Reed, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 01/21 
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EVERYONE’S DOING IT: FAFSA isn’t just for people who want or need student loans. It’s also used to qualify for aid 
that you won’t have to pay back, like college scholarships, grants, and even work-study funding.

THE NUMBER OF FAMILIES FILING THE 
FAFSA HAS DECLINED IN RECENT YEARS 
AND IN FACT, $2.6 BILLION WENT 
UNCLAIMED IN 2018. HOWEVER, DUE 
TO THE ECONOMIC FALLOUT CAUSED 
BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THERE 
IS THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INCREASED 
NEED FOR FINANCIAL AID.
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1 TBID Slated to Raise $6 Million
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
The continued process to create a Tourism Business 
Improvement District in North Lake Tahoe (NLTTBID), 
bolstering a year-round economy, offsetting tourism 
impacts, and supporting local businesses, surges 
forward. On Jan. 26, a public hearing was held at the 
Placer County board of supervisors meeting, allowing 
for a presentation on the project that outlined next 
steps, as well as time for public comment.

The TBID’s approval (which will likely happen March 
9 since all conditions for approval have been met) 
will establish an assessment on businesses in Placer’s 
eastern county area. Tourism-related businesses will 
be assessed either 1% or 2% based on revenue of 
business.

The assessment fees will go toward funding marketing 
and special events; visitor services and centers; busi-
ness support; economic development and transporta-
tion; and more.

The required 50% plus one approval of businesses in 
the proposed NLTTBID region accounts not for 51% of 
individual businesses, but 51% of dollars that would be 
contributed to the assessment. About 200 businesses of 
the 5,000 identified total in the assessment district have 
signed on and satisfied the requirement. The NLTRA 
will serve as the TBID’s owners association, charged 
with managing funds and implementing programs.

In a rare move, organizers have engineered this new 
TBID to be additive funds for the region. The market-
ing work that has up to now largely been financed by 
Transient Occupancy Tax, normally allotted by Placer 
County to the North Lake Tahoe Resort Association 
to the tune of $4.1 million, will now be funded by the 
TBID. The move opens up TOT dollars to be allocated 
to workforce housing and transportation initiatives in 
the North Tahoe area. 

Another novel aspect is that the NLTTBID is an assess-
ment not just on lodging, but also retail, dining, and 
recreation providers, an aspect modeled after a district 
from the Mammoth area. 

If approved on March 9, the proposed TBID will have 
a five-year life, with assessments beginning July 1 and 
renewals in increments of 10 years thereafter. To view 

the NLTTBID Management Plan, visit bit.ly/36BZwJC.
~ AH, ME

2 Rue Hilltop Property, Containing 
Cottonwood, For Sale 
TRUCKEE 
Sotheby’s International Realty announced that the 43.8-
acre property dubbed “Hilltop Site” above Truckee’s 
historic downtown and the Truckee River including 
Cottonwood Restaurant is for sale at $11,995,000. The 
land is classified as mixed-use, and is largely residential 
with 129 units of a multi-family complex and two 
separate single-family residential neighborhoods further 
up the hill. The commercial-zoned area of the site has a 
total of 19,180 square feet of commercial development 
allowed, including Cottonwood and Hilltop Cabins, 
with about 9,000 square feet undeveloped. 

~ BL

3 Urgent Care Closing
INCLINE VILLAGE
Dr. Tim Heilman’s Incline Village Urgent Care will be 
closing around June. Moonshine Ink confirmed this with 
the urgent care clinic, but did not receive a statement 
regarding the reasons by deadline.

~ AH

4 WinterWonderGrass Announces 
Postponement
SQUAW VALLEY
The WinterWonderGrass Music & Brew Festival, 
known for its mix of eclectic bluegrass and Americana 
artists, local and regional craft brews, and world-class 
skiing and riding, announced that it is postponing its 
rescheduled 2020 festival again to April 1-3, 2022, and 
it will not occur on its initially rescheduled dates of April 
9-11, 2021. The festival will take place at its traditional 
California home of Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows in 
North Lake Tahoe.

WinterWonderGrass has presented current festival 
ticket holders, and those without tickets that are inter-
ested in attending in 2022, with a handful of options. 

Those details are as follows:
Redeem existing tickets from the past two years’ 

canceled festivals: 
• All current single-day, 3-day, and VIP festival tickets 

will be honored in April 2022. No action is required 
for those who want to roll over.

• All resort lift tickets purchased for 2020 will be 
honored for festival weekend in 2022.

Buy tickets:
• Tickets for WinterWonderGrass Tahoe 2022 can be 

purchased at  
bit.ly/3pZjo0I

• Since the event is close to selling out, we anticipate 
high demand for these tickets; thus, if plans change, 
you should be able to sell/exchange in the future 
through Lyte.

Refund:
• Given the continued stress surrounding COVID, 

WinterWonderGrass is happy to work with fans on 
refunds for extenuating circumstances. Please direct 
ticket specific inquiries to  
info@bonfirentertainment.com.

~ WinterWonderGrass press release

5 Partnership to Highlight Nevada Food and 
Agriculture Products
SPARKS
Made in Nevada and the Nevada Department of 
Agriculture are collaborating to promote food and agri-
culture producers and businesses at madeinnevada.org. 
Thanks to the new Shop Made in Nevada website, it’s 
easier than ever before to buy from Nevada businesses.  

The recent expansion of this ecommerce site was 
adapted to include meat, produce, and agricultural 
products and address disruptions to local supply chains 
due to COVID-19. The platform connects manufactur-
ers, artisans, growers, and other small businesses 
directly to consumers through an easy-to-use online 
portal. 

Membership in the Shop Nevada site is free to 
businesses, and participants will receive training and 
individual assistance with increasing sales through the 
website. 

~ NDA press release
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All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases. 
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS

THE PATH TO $6 MIL: By July 1, businesses in Placer County’s eastern Tahoe area may have to pay an assessment based on whether or not they interact with tourists. Photo 
by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

1
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Former Interim Chief Announced 
as Official Selection
TRUCKEE
The Truckee Police Department has 
announced the selection of its new chief 
of police, Randall Billingsley, after an 
extensive interview process. 

“Chief Billingsley is well prepared to 
take the reins of the police department 
with over 27 years of law enforcement 
experience,” said Jen Callaway, Truckee’s 
town manager. “Randy has served as 
interim chief for the past six months, and 
has demonstrated his ability to lead the 
Department. I am excited to welcome 
Randy to the team in the official capacity 
of chief, particularly after hearing his 
vision for the organization and plans to 
carry forward the tradition of outstanding 
Truckee community oriented policing.”

Billingsley has worked for Oakland 
and San Mateo police departments 
and the San Mateo and Nevada county 
district attorney’s offices in addition to 
the Truckee PD. He has experience as 
a detective, a SWAT team member as 
a sniper, a chief investigator, and police 
captain.

Billingsley stepped into the interim 
police chief role after Chief Robert 
Leftwich’s early retirement on July 3, 
2020.

~ Town of Truckee press release

Snow Lab Gets a New Station 
Manager
SODA SPRINGS
The Central Sierra Snow Lab is bringing 
on Andrew Schwartz as its incoming sta-
tion manager, starting April 15. Schwartz 
is wrapping up his PhD in atmospheric 
science at the University of Queensland 
where he is working on quantifying and 
modeling atmosphere-snowpack energy 
exchange, quantifying internal snowpack 
thermodynamic processes, and incorpo-
rating machine learning in meteorological 
data analysis and quality control proce-
dures. Prior to his PhD program, Schwartz 
obtained his BSc in meteorology at the 
Metropolitan State University of Denver 
and worked as an associate scientist at 
the National Center for Atmospheric 
Research. 

Read about how the region came close 
to losing vital snowfall tracking systems in 
Moonshine’s online reporting, The Saga 
of the Snow Lab.

~ Central Sierra Snow Lab e-news

NTPUD Welcomes Justin Broglio as 
Public Information Officer
KINGS BEACH
The North Tahoe Public Utility District has 
proudly announced that Justin Broglio 
has been selected as the district’s new 
public information officer.

Broglio comes to the NTPUD from the 
Desert Research Institute in Reno, where 
he spent the last eight-and-a-half years 
leading communications, public affairs, 

and marketing. Before that, he served 
as executive director of the Tahoe City 
Downtown Association and as a com-
munity reporter for the North Lake Tahoe 
Bonanza newspaper.

Broglio holds a degree in Nature 
Resource Conservation and Journalism 
and is an Accredited Public Relations 
Professional (APR). He has spent the last 
15 years working in nonprofit communi-
cations and community outreach, public 
policy, and legislative affairs in Northern 
California and Western Nevada.

Broglio replaces the late Pam 
Emmerich, who served as the District’s 
PIO for more than 15 years before her 
death in July 2020.

~ NTPUD press release

CATT Announces Hiring of 
Truckee/North Tahoe Government 
Affairs Manager
TRUCKEE
The Contractors Association of Truckee 
Tahoe has taken a historic step to further 
expand the advocacy efforts of the con-
struction industry in North Tahoe. CATT is 
pleased to announce that Peter Fenolio 
has been hired as its Truckee/North 
Tahoe government affairs manager. This is 
a new full-time position replacing current 
CATT government affairs manager, Pat 
Davison, in her role as CATT advocate. 
Davison is retiring after 15 years of CATT 
leadership and service.

Fenolio will be working alongside 
the CATT Local Government Affairs 
Committee on regulatory issues of 
importance to the CATT membership 
and facilitating decisions on position 
and strategy. He will also serve as the 
administrator for CATT’s sponsored 
Political Action Committee. 

Fenolio is uniquely qualified for this 
position specializing in grassroots 
organizing, municipal administration and 
policy advocacy. He started on Jan. 25. 

He will be joining CATT South Lake Tahoe 
Government Affairs Manager Natalie 
Yanish in furthering construction and 
housing advocacy efforts lake-wide. 

~ CATT press release

Tahoe Donner Hires Two Directors
TRUCKEE
Steve Turner has been announced as 
Tahoe Donner’s new food and beverage 
director. Turner brings nearly 30 years 
of executive culinary experience and 
will oversee Tahoe Donner’s restaurant 
offerings with a focus on providing 
exceptional customer service and premier 
quality to members and guests. 

In 1993, Turner began a long career as 
director of food and beverage at several 
ski resorts including Sierra-at-Tahoe, 
Mammoth Mountain, and most recently 
Vail Resorts at Heavenly Mountain Resort. 
This past year, Turner served as senior 
director of food and beverage operations 
for Caesars Entertainment Lake Tahoe, 
which includes Harrah’s and Harvey’s. He 
had the opportunity to successfully open 
Lake Tahoe’s first celebrity restaurant, 
Gordon Ramsay’s Hell’s Kitchen in South 
Lake Tahoe.

Turner and his wife Lorraine are long-
time Tahoe locals. During the shoulder 
seasons, they love to travel to Napa 
and Sonoma for wine tasting and dining 
experiences. They have 19-year-old twins 
who are attending their sophomore year 
of college. 

The resort community has also hired 
Todd Martyn-Jones as its director of 
finance and accounting. Martyn-Jones 
brings nearly 25 years of experience in 
finance, accounting, and business opera-
tions to Tahoe Donner Association. 

Most recently, Martyn-Jones joined 
Tahoe Donner from ASM Global, the 

world’s leading venue management 
and services company, overseeing 
financial operations for the Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, Reno Events Center, 
National Bowling Stadium, and Reno-
Sparks Livestock and Events Center.

Martyn-Jones is a passionate skier 
who also enjoys seeing live music from 
artists such as U2 to any house band 
playing at a local venue. A self-described 
“inconsistent” golfer, he looks forward to 
improving his skills at the Tahoe Donner 
Golf Course this summer. Martyn-Jones 
and his wife Michelle are proud parents of 
Oliver and Sophia.

~ Tahoe Donner press releases

Tahoe Forest Health System Brings 
Aboard Physician
TRUCKEE
Tahoe Forest Health System announced 
that Joshua Kreiss, MD, MPhil, has 
joined its team at the Tahoe Forest 
MultiSpecialty Clinics.

Dr. Kreiss specializes in the evaluation 
and treatment of disorders of the brain 
and nervous system, including stroke, 
epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, Alzheimer’s 
disease, and other memory disorders.

Dr. Kreiss attended medical school at 
the Warren Alpert School of Medicine, 
Brown University, and completed his 
neurology residency at Brown University 
and Rhode Island Hospital. He is certified 
by the American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology.

The office of Dr. Kreiss is located on 
the second floor of the Gene Upshaw 
Memorial Tahoe Forest Cancer Center 
at 10121 Pine Ave. New patients are 
accepted. For appointments, please call 
(530) 582-6368.

~ TFHS press release

Corcoran Global Living Names 
New Equity Partner in Truckee/
North Tahoe Area
RENO
Christy Morrison is now equity partner 
in Corcoran Global Living’s Truckee/
North Tahoe region. The Corcoran Global 
Living family of associates represents the 
market and community leaders of the 
communities they serve. With Morrison’s 
exceptional sales performance, customer 
dedication and community involvement, 
she has earned the designation of equity 
partner. 

Morrison, a Truckee/North Tahoe 
resident since 1988, has stood out as 
a leader in the Tahoe area real estate 
market. Her proactive business approach 
keeps her ranked in the top one percent 
of local agents. She has spent the last 21 
years building her real estate business 
consisting of a dynamic team of talented 
people to accompany her along the way. 
Morrison may be reached at christymorri-
son.corcorangl.com or at (530) 412-0484.

~ Corcoran Global Living press release

MOVING IN, MOVING UP, MOVING ON

BADGE ON BOARD: Randall Billingsley 
has been announced as the Truckee Police 
Department’s new chief of police after serving 
as interim chief for the previous six months. 
Photo courtesy Town of Truckee

NEWS

NEW CATT IN TOWN: Peter Fenolio joins the 
Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe as 
its Truckee/North Tahoe government affairs 
manager. Fenolio grew up in Squaw Valley 
and completed degrees from UC Davis in 
communication and political science public 
service. Photo courtesy CATT
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So. Much. Screen. Time. Extra time 
with eyes glued to screens, not to 
mention living under the stress of a 
pandemic is taking its toll, especially 
on our students. We all know that right 
now our students have to be online 
to connect with family and friends, 
to continue their education, and to 
stay entertained, and that adds up to 
logging a lot of time in front of devices. 

Our aim at Sierra Watershed 
Educational Partnerships (SWEP) is 
teaching our local students about the 
importance, availability, and power of 
our natural world. As we know, often 
the best solace is to breathe fresh air, 
look at trees and plants, and move 
our bodies. We are so fortunate here 
in Tahoe that we can literally walk out 
our door and find this, and the natural 

world is often the reason people live 
here in the first place. 

Despite all the chaos brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, SWEP 
continues to inspire and connect local 
students to the natural environment, 
and to create current and future 
environmental stewards. 

When the pandemic hit in full force in 
April, SWEP pivoted its focus to what 
we call "snippets." These virtual lessons 
align to teaching standards, have envi-
ronmental and educational outreach, 
and always with activities that bring the 
students outside. Go  
to 4swep.org to learn more about all 
our programs.

With the unusual school year that is 
currently upon us, SWEP has con-
tinued to offer teachers and students 
specific hands-on virtual resources for 
typical SWEP programming, such as: 
Wonders of Watersheds, a watershed 
education program that combines 
environmental science and community 
service; Forest & Fire, in which 
students participate in a stewardship 
day that involves tree planting, forest 
quality monitoring, forest health, 
and orienteering; many interactive 

sustainability clubs, which are 
educational clubs that create a 
sense of civic responsibility and 
foster a school environment 
that emphasizes sustainability; 
and programs at Sagehen, an 
engaging field study research 
center where students have 
access to learning about the 
local forests, watersheds, and 
plants and animals that exist in 
our environment.

SWEP lives by the words 
“action fosters hope.” 
Unfortunately, it is too easy to 
get caught up in the depress-
ing, overwhelming state our 
world is in today, and therefore 
feel stuck. We know that a 
connection to nature can fuel 
a powerful need to protect 
our environment, and during 
the pandemic we have seen 
that connection become a 
vital resource for our students’ 
sense of purpose. 

We work with students to take 
action, first through education, 
and then through advocacy 
and/or stewardship. The 
combination of taking action 
and getting outside into nature 
is a significant path toward 
empowerment, and resetting 
mental states through nature's 
natural healing abilities.

For example, our students 
were seeing trash piling up on 
our beaches and in our lake, 
and last year decided to take 
action. SWEP’s sustainability 
club students created a powerful art 
project titled Is This Your Trash? that is 
currently on display in the Boatworks 
Mall. This is one of the many examples 
for which students participate in 
advocacy. 

SWEP’s wish during this pandemic is 
for all of us to remember to slow down 
enough to notice the budding pine tips, 
the wind ripples on the water, and the 
squirrels scrambling in the trees … and 
to remember that this natural world 
needs our stewardship and protection, 
and we all benefit from a connection to 
the environment.

SWEP is able to continue the hard 
work of educating and inspiring during 
these unprecedented times because 

of incredible support from local 
organizations like the Tahoe Truckee 
Community Foundation, partners like 
Excellence in Education, as well as 
generous donations from individual 
donors, such as Melanie Jackson, the 
Sperry Family, and of course many, 
many other partners, organizations 
and donors! The SWEP board, staff, 
students, teachers and the environment 
of our region thank you all!

~ Missy Mohler and Jenna Granger share 
a deep love for our Tahoe environment 
and community, as they both grew up 
in the Tahoe Basin. Missy has been the 
executive director of SWEP since 2010 
while Jenna, a field instructor, began 
working for SWEP in 2019. SWEP is a 
501(c)(3) tax exempt organization.

OPINION

COVID Can’t Stop Environmental Stewardship
SWEP students’ interest in fighting for the natural world is rising

MY SHOT
Jenna Granger, Missy Mohler

OWL ART: A student works on her project through SWEP’s 
programming at Sagehen, 2020 style. Courtesy photos 

SWEP’D UP: Sustainability club participated in a Truckee River Day to help with clean up and 
promote environmental stewardship.

EYE SPY: A middle school student searches for 
microplastics washed up from Lake Tahoe.
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A new home for Tahoe Cross-
Country Ski Area will be one 
step closer to being realized if 
the board of directors of the 
Tahoe City Public Utility District 
approves the Schilling Lodge 
proposal at a special meet-
ing on Thursday, Feb. 25. The 
project being considered will 
adaptively reuse a historic home 
donated to the nonprofit Tahoe 
Cross-Country Ski Education 
Association (TCCESA) as the 
centerpiece of a new multi-use 
lodge. 

“Having a ‘new’ lodge near the 
high school will set Tahoe XC up 
to better serve our youth pro-
grams and the community,” Ben 

Grasseschi, Tahoe XC executive 
director, said. “The old house 
exudes charm and warmth and 
Tahoe XC will foster that vibe in 
the new space as well. Plus, it will 
allow us to function much more 
efficiently as a year-round recre-
ation area.” 

TCCSEA received the house as 
a donation from its Rubicon Bay 
owner to save a part of Tahoe 
history.

The 1930s home was built by the 
Pennoyer and Schilling Families, 
and will be the heart of the new 
lodge. After the donation, the 
attractive wood building was 
painstakingly dismantled and put 
in storage while the ski area began 
the lengthy process of getting 
approval to build the lodge.

Since that time, TCCSEA has 
created a project focused on the 
common areas of the old house. 
The living room, dining room, 
and kitchen will be a welcoming 
centerpiece for the family of 
skiers and summer trail users that 

enjoy the North Shore’s best trail 
system. The former bedrooms, 
tucked into the steeply pitched 
roof on the second floor, will 
offer staff space, and a new large 
basement will store the recreation 
equipment that currently sits 
outside.

An addition to the building 
addresses the most critical flaw 
of the current facility: the need 
for a rental space large enough 
to accommodate existing ski and 
bike rental operations. Other 
features are a parking lot sized 
to eliminate the need for danger-
ous roadside parking, lockers for 
season pass holders, and a team 
room for our youth programs.

The Schilling Lodge will provide 
skiers, hikers, mountain bikers, 
and small community groups with 
an upgraded and enhanced experi-
ence. Part of that enhancement 
will result from relocating the 
lodge to a parcel directly adjacent 
to the middle/high school build-
ing. This location offers direct, 

level access to begin-
ner ski trails, much 
more suitable than 
the steep hill leading 
up from the current 
location. It will also 
provide more direct 
access to higher, more 
advanced terrain that 
holds snow longer in 

the season, as well as move the 
activity associated with a public 
recreation facility to a more 
remote location in the neighbor-
hood. The environmental impact 
report prepared for the project 
details the effects of moving exist-
ing and modest increased use to 
a new location. The EIR does not 
identify any significant impacts 
that cannot be mitigated.

Throughout the 20-plus years of 
its existence, it is clear that Tahoe 
XC is an important part of the 
community. That feeling became 
even stronger over the last year as 
COVID restrictions and dispersed 
recreation spaces became vital 
outlets for safe physical activity. 
The best opportunity to secure 
the long-term survival of the 
Nordic skiing center depends on 
strengthening the current year-
round recreation emphasis. The 
new lodge project is vital to that 
survival. To support it and find out 
more information, go to tcpud.
org/capital-improvement-projects/
tahoe-cross-country-lodge-
replacement-and-expansion.

~ After moving to Tahoe in 1975, 
Jim made his first Nordic turns 
touring Blackwood Canyon and 
then at Tahoe Nordic. He has served 
on the board since 1999 as a found-
ing member and is currently board 
president.

OPINION

The Schilling Lodge 
Will Add Fun and Functionality

Tahoe XC board president speaks to the community  
about the historic restoration

MY SHOT
Jim Robins

Michael R Murphy, CFP®
Financial Advisor
12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 
102 Truckee, CA 96161 
530-587-2672

Member SIPC

Your money shouldn’t stop 
working when you do.

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com
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In March 2020, I saw the market 
irregularities as a possible break 
for homeownership in Truckee. My 
boyfriend and I began the mortgage 
preapproval process so we could be 
ready for what we unknowingly called 
the apocalypse. I felt luck was on our 
side and he thought I was completely 
insane. With some intermediate 
movement between Alaska and Utah, 
we both had spent the better part of 
a decade in the Tahoe region. Back 
when you could get to any mountain 
on a powder day, or when having a dog 
didn’t place you on what felt like an 
international database for rental bans 
... What followed in Q2 was the final 
deal-breaker, a mass shift to remote 
work in the Tahoe region. The big city 
exodus. 

Yet the housing market was already 
crumbling before us as long-term 

rental inventory hit record lows while 
short-term rentals and real estate flour-
ished. We left Truckee in July 2020 like 
so many others. We opted out of the 
greater Reno area for more space, fol-
lowing the underrated yet still-popular 
pattern: 89 North. Less than an hour 
away we felt Sierraville, Loyalton, and 
Portola were ‘the next thing,’ arguably 
being Truckee’s backyard. Widely 
known for its iconic valleys, we settled 
on four acres in Eastern Plumas 
County just outside Portola’s city 
limits. About five miles eastward along 
Highway 70 are the headwaters of the 
middle fork of the Feather River spring 
in Sierra Valley, the largest sub-alpine 
meadow in North America. 

Occupying a sizable portion of Eastern 
Plumas County, the valley plays a 
significant role in the cattle production 
industry. You may have purchased 
organic produce or honey from this 
region at the Truckee Community 
Farmers Market, a popular platform 
for our local farmers to market their 
products. Perhaps you’ve spent time 
at Lake Davis, went to the Lost Sierra 
Hoedown, or rode bikes at the Sierra 
Buttes. A slightly raw outdoor para-
dise, we are all connected to the Sierra 
Valley in some way ...

On November 17, 2020, a proposal 
was submitted to the Plumas County 
Planning Department to expand a 
vested mine at 77413 Meadow Way in 
Portola. While there is an existing sand 
and gravel mine at that location, its use 
is infrequent and the 10-acre opera-
tion is small in scale. In contrast, the 
proposed TLT Enterprise/Hat Creek 
Construction Mine Permit calls for 
a 50-year expansion plan scaling the 
operation to 250 acres. Bordering the 
site are an estimated 220 residential 
and commercial properties within one 
mile. Twenty-two residents are directly 
adjacent with some describing the 
project’s borders as mere feet from 
their door. Despite the vast scale of 
this proposal, many taxpayers remain 
unaware of what might end up in their 
backyard: diminishing property values.

When asked to describe how sensitive 
species and habitats will be conserved, 
or how impacts to them will be 
mitigated, the response is curt: “NA; 
none identified.” Yet the proximity to 
the Feather River alone is worrying. 
Dubbed a biodiversity hotspot, the 
valley supports the Sierra’s greatest 
variety and abundance of birds along 
with migration corridors for mam-
mals like Pronghorn, Mule Deer, and 
American Badger, according to the 
Feather River Land Trust. 

Even so, the proposal requests are 
seemingly limitless — vague permis-
sion to build an asphalt plant, lime 
plant, rock crushing plant, on-site 
diesel storage for 10,000 gallons of 
fuel and 55-gallon drums of hydraulic 

and transmission fluids, a 
450-foot sediment pond 
for particulates and toxins. 
Another key highlight 
includes using 50,000 
gallons of well water daily. 
For perspective, the U.S. 
Geological Survey suggests 
on average each person 
uses approximately 80-100 
gallons a day for indoor 
home use. Serious water 
usage conflicts include: 
nearby residential wells, 
which will remain at high 
risk from contamination 
of neighboring surface 
sources in addition to 
groundwater depletion.

It is evident these planning 
figures are intentionally 
ambiguous and material-
dependent. Though several 
reports present this as a 

part-time endeavor, it is far from one 
based on the facts presented. Daily 
operational plans call for up to 700 
round trips by truck with 32 being 
average. Those totals fail to consider 
additional traffic from employees and 
a sizable set of suppliers. At peak 
activity, operations will run 24 hours 
and sometimes 6 days per week. As 
most local homes are not equipped 
with air conditioning, residents rely on 
window ventilation for natural cool-
ing. Excessive noise, dissipating AQI 
along with dust and debris hazards 
will eliminate this basic comfort and 
frankly an adequate standard of living.

Let me be clear: This proposal is 
a direct example of environmental 
injustice. You will not find public 
nuisances of this scale in affluent 
areas as hazards are generally reserved 
for lower income communities. 
Environmental justice encompasses a 
principle that living in a lower income 
area does not constitute permission for 
big industry — or government — to 
place disproportionate amounts of 
noxious chemicals in your backyard. 
We face socio-economic considerations 
in addition to ethics concerns and sup-
port of scientific data or integrity for 
community health and safety. While 
there is a downward trend, the poverty 
rate in Portola was over 22% in 2019. 
No doubt this area has had its chal-
lenges, but any suggestions to present 
this operation as a socioeconomic 
opportunity for the region is arrogant 
at best. Exploitation comes with 
immeasurable risk and consequence of 
which the scale remains undetectable 
for decades to come.

Local residents have teamed up to 
challenge this development as the 
adverse effects would be enormous 
and indefinite. We invite you to be 
a part of the solution to ensure the 
Sierra Valley remains iconic for all the 
right reasons. Visit saveeasternplumas.
com for more information on volunteer 
opportunities, or to make a financial 
contribution. 

(The full permit application can be 
found at bit.ly/3pMor4G).

~ For the last decade, Shayna has 
worked in the environmental nonprofit 
sector and for an international ocean 
carrier. She supported environmental 
leadership programs in the Arctic and 
Antarctica, with a global focus on 
climate change. Shayna is currently a 
graduate student at the University of 
Arizona studying Environmental Law 
and Policy.

OPINION

Mine your own 
Business

Not in my backyard

MY SHOT
Shayna De Silva



READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM                   11 FEBRUARY – 10 MARCH 2021                     31

OPINION

The Black side of my family 
taught me how to ski. My 
father taught me how to tuck 
my uphill knee behind my 
downhill knee. My dad was 
obsessed with mountains, 
with hiking, skiing, back-
packing. He died before we 
started heading out on bikes, 
but he would have loved that 
too. I am living his dream 
here in Tahoe: the dream of 
a Black man from Arlington, 
Virginia.

I'm Black, but very few 
people can tell. I was born 
ten years after the Supreme 
Court ruled on Loving 
v. Virginia. My parents' 
marriage would have been 
considered illegal just 10 
years earlier. My mother is 
White. I inherited her blue 
eyes. Otherwise, I look 
exactly like my father. Black 
people can usually tell that I 
am mixed before most White 
people. This is because a 
lot of Black families have 
someone who looks just like 
me, someone who can pass 
for White.

My grandmother was 
someone who could pass 
for White, but that’s not 
what she did. She didn't 
move somewhere far away 
from home where people 
would not know she was 
Black. She didn't write off 
her entire family. She didn't 
walk around in fear that she 
would get caught, that they 
would somehow find out. 
She would beg the police to 
leave my grandfather alone, 

when they wanted to know 
what a Black man is doing 
with a White lady. There were 
places that she could not go 
and things that she could 
not do. She was safe so long 
as she respected those rules 
and behaved a certain way. 
The threat of violence at the 
hands of the government 
always lingered in the humid 
Virginia air. My grandparents 
were not free.

I don't want to pass for 
White, but I moved far 
away from home, away from 
Blackness, Black people, and 
Black culture. I married a 
White woman. We blend right 
in. I tell every new person 
who I meet that I am Black, 
but this is also because I am 
afraid of what White people 
could say when they think 
that they are only among 
other White people. In Tahoe, 
it's pretty safe to assume that 
most everyone around you is 
White. With that comes free-
dom. The rest of the country 
does not experience freedom 
at the level that we do. There 
is a little bit of that old Wild 
West left over in some of our 
canyons and meadows. 

I worry that we take it for 
granted. I hope that we see 
that a lot of our freedom 
comes from the fact that this 
is a White space void of Black 
faces. We don't feel threat-
ened by each other. That is 
not the case everywhere.

Freedom in Tahoe manifests 
in many different ways. We 
are free to go where we want; 
the wilderness belongs to us. 
We are free to risk our own 
lives pursuing a feeling that 
we love. We feel free. Some 
of us will continue the dance 
party on the side of the road 
after the sun rises wearing 
nothing but a thong and 
some butterfly wings. 

I am jealous of that level of 
freedom, because I cannot 
let myself access it. I am 
afraid that I will come across 
a white supremacist deep in 
the forest somewhere who 
recognizes my Afro. Wearing 
cornrows invites extra 
attention from the police. 
The type of attention that 
doesn't make them feel safe, 
so I avoid it. I'm afraid that 
someone is going to tell me 
how to behave. That I am 
being too loud. That I should 
pull my pants up. That 
they are calling the police. 
I've been trained like my 
grandmother to respect some 
unwritten rules. I feel that 
my safety depends upon it.

I am grateful for our commu-
nity. The way we welcomed 
the National Brotherhood 
of Skiers. The way everyone 
showed up for a Black Lives 
Matter protest in Truckee. 
Those things mean a lot to 
me. Thank you. When you 
see Black people on TV 
protesting across our nation, 
remember they just want 
what you have. In America, 
no one should have to fight 
for their freedom. It is our 
cornerstone value. We have 
it. Don't take it for granted. 
Don't take it from anyone 
else.

~ Alex Banks is a software 
engineer and author who 
moved to Tahoe for the winter 
in 2011. Instead of leaving 
after the winter, he and his 
wife decided to make Tahoe 

their home. In 2012 they 
founded Moon Highway, a 
company that builds train-
ing materials for software 
engineers. 

Passing for White  
in Tahoe

Thoughts on freedom from 
someone who looks White

MY SHOT
By Alex Banks 

PASS IT ON THRIFT
Hours TBD • Weather Dependent • 530-581-3117 

599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A Tahoe City, CA 96145

Come on in, 
We’ve heard it’s probably pretty safe.
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OPINION

READERS  
REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@ 
moonshineink.com

In response to Plane and 
Clear by Mayumi Elegado 
and Alex Hoeft

Keep Your Money 

To directly impact every 
single property owner 
within the airport sphere, 
why not significantly lower 
the airport tax and let 
the folks who earned that 
money spend it as they see 
fit, instead of being forced 
under penalty of law to 
fork it over to a third party 
to spend the money as they 
see fit? 

~ Ralph Cutter, Graeagle, 
via Facebook

Community Benefit Isn’t a 
Problem (Direct Response 
to the Previous Letter)

I’d much rather see the 
district take fees from 
plane owners/pilots to 
compensate for the noise, 
pollution, and impact they 
make, and for their use 
of airport services. [They 
should] use those monies 
to improve the community 
that is affected.

The people who “earned 
that money” are spending 

it as they see fit, [by] flying 
airplanes to Truckee and 
using Truckee’s airport 
when they want to, for 
their pleasure. Nobody is 
making them fly to Truckee 
and land at the airport.

And they are not forking 
it over to “a third party.” 
They are paying it to the 
board, elected by the resi-
dents of the community. As 
long as it is used to benefit 
the community, there’s not 
a problem. 

~ Judy Zach, Glenshire, 
via Facebook

In response to My Shot 
Setting the Record 
Straight by Jeff Hentz and 
Andy Chapman

If these organizations are 
going to presume to “take 
credit” for all $800 million 
in revenue generated by 
Tourists (seems a little 
unrealistic!), all TOT tax 
revenue etc., etc., you 
must also take responsibil-
ity for the tourism disaster 
that we have seen this past 
year (the wall of tourists 
packing our beaches, the 
parking lots of traffic on 
our few roads, so much 
graffiti and litter, the 
empty shelves at grocery 
stores, the increased 
number of people who 

have been sick or even 
died from COVID in this 
community, etc., etc.).

NLTRA is completely 
out of touch with current 
trends in tourism for 
ecologically sensitive areas 
like ours, where there are 
huge efforts all over the 
world to actually “limit” 
numbers of visitors, and 
has no sensitivity to the 
impacts that over-tourism 
has had on the local com-

munity. The single focus 
on “more is better” (more 
people, more money) is 
short-sighted and danger-
ous; it is destroying the 
quality of life for the 
people who live here and 
our natural environment. It 
is destroying the thing that 
you are promoting!

Rather than tell us 
how much money you 
have made for the local 
economy, how about you 
tell us this: What did you 
do to help promote/enforce 
the stay-at-home order 
during the pandemic? 
Did you do anything to 
stop people from staying 
in Airbnbs while lodging 
was technically closed 
to non-essential visitors? 
What messaging did you 
put out while there were 
massive wildfires burning 
within ember-range of 
Truckee? How have you 
helped “clean up” the lake? 
I recall there is a volunteer 
organization who does this. 
Have you provided funding 
support to it?

I cannot imagine myself 
or anyone in this commu-
nity paying more in taxes 
to NLTRA, while absorbing 
any more of the risk that 
this organization poses 
to us. Taxes should be 
used for public good, not 

for increasing the health 
and safety risk on this 
community.

~ Cheri Sugal, Kings 
Beach via moonshineink.com

In response to Withering 
on the Vine by Melissa 
Siig

Why Not a Gradual 
Approach?

I’m interested to see how 
long the classrooms stay 
open this time around, 
especially with the 
new highly contagious 
variant(s) that are circulat-
ing now. While you can 
isolate and contact-trace 
single classroom cohorts in 
elementary schools, good 
luck doing that with the 
middle and high schoolers 
since they rotate periods. 
Why bring back all grade 
levels at once?! Get the 
little ones back in since 
they are the safest group to 
manage. 

~ Lauren Tapia, Truckee, 
via Facebook

Editor’s note: Leave com-
ments directly on articles on 
our website and add your 
own TAP events after creat-
ing an account by registering 
at the login option on the 
top bar.COMMON TALK says the airport is flush with cash and people have been taking notice. Plane and 

Clear from our January edition looks behind the curtain at the district’s community benefit funding, a 
part of which is undergoing an overhaul in 2021. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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Editor’s Note: David 
Bunker is a former 
Moonshine editor and 
current friend of the Ink. 

It materialized like a 
scene from war-torn 
East Timor or Benghazi, 
Libya — a horde of 
extremists overrunning 
the Capitol, enflamed by 
lies, determined to destroy 
the democratic will of the 
American people.

That image, and that 
day — Jan. 6, 2021 — will 
haunt us through history. 
In a democratic republic, 
our elections are perhaps 
our most fundamental and 
sacred institution. If the 
people’s choice of who 
represents them is not hon-
ored, the entire structure 
of a democratic republic 
falls away like a building 
with its foundation ripped 
out from under it.

Fortunately, the founda-
tion held. Unfortunately, 
the lies remain.

The storming of our 
Capitol wasn’t one sponta-
neous and aberrant event; 
it was the culmination 

of our journey down a 
long road of falsehoods, 
conspiracy theories, 
and extreme ideology. 
It happened because a 
vast swathe of America 
has abandoned the truth, 
objectivity, and critical 
thinking in favor of the 
dangerous comfort of 
living in a fantasy world  
of their own making, 
surrounded by fabrications 
that confirm their own 
pre-held beliefs.

This is not a right- or 
left-wing issue. This 
disinformation universe 
has swallowed crystal-
loving yoga teachers, 
lifelong Republicans, 
and Libertarians alike. 
An echo chamber of 
increasing extremism has 
shattered our country, 
and now we stand trying 
to make sense of how we 
pick up the pieces, how we 
return to a world where 
the most basic tenets of 
human interaction and 
association — truth, trust, 
reality — can be rebuilt.

OLD LIES, NEW LIES
Unfortunately, conspiracy 
theories are nearly as old 
as time itself. Researchers 
have drawn direct links 
between crises, feelings of 
anxiety, and a perceived 
loss of control and the rise 
of conspiracy theories.

When Rome burned to the 
ground, Romans devel-
oped a conspiracy theory 

that Nero set the blaze 
himself as a way to destroy 
the city so he could 
rebuild it as he desired. 
Seventeenth century 
Europe held widespread 
conspiracy theories about 
witches. Post-World War I  
anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theories led to the rise 
of Nazi Germany. More 
recent conspiracy theories 
— on John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination, the moon 
landing, and the events 
of 9/11 — all show how 
widespread and persistent 
this thinking is.

These wild, illogical 
fantasies rise as a way 
of making sense of situ-
ations that seem out of 
our control. According to 
researchers, they are more 
prevalent during crises — 
wars, economic recessions, 
natural disasters — and 
they almost always take 
aim at groups that dif-
fer from the conspiracy 
theorists’ own beliefs or 
identity. This is why Jews, 
Gypsies, the gay and 
lesbian community, and, 
depending on your politi-
cal beliefs, Democrats, 

Republicans, or the Deep 
State, become the target. 

Conspiracy theories 
reaffirm what you already 
believe or suspect, but 
they take it up a notch. 
Suddenly, Democrats 
aren’t just political oppo-
nents, they are fashioned 
into a secret cabal of 
pedophiles that control 
the government in the wild 
imagination of extremists. 
This fantastic and incoher-
ent leap of faith happens 
incrementally, fomented 
by a sense of uncertainty, 
loss of control, and desire 
to explain the changing 
world in simple terms. 
Little lies lead to bigger 
and bigger lies. And times 
of crisis supercharge this 
descent into illogic.

Researchers reviewed 
over 104,000 letters to 
the editor at the New York 
Times and the Chicago 
Tribune between 1890 and 
2010. What they found 
was the surprising durabil-
ity of conspiracy theories. 
The theories themselves 
changed, but this 120-year 
period was overflowing 
with a steady stream of 

them, with two notable 
spikes — one at the height 
of the second industrial 
revolution and another at 
the peak of the Cold War.

KERNELS OF TRUTH IN 
A CORNFIELD OF LIES
The truth is, of course, 
a tricky subject. And, 
perhaps, that is the point. 
Intellectual humility, curi-
osity, the tireless work of 
questioning and improving 
our understanding of the 
world around us is perhaps 
the greatest path to truth 
of all. These ideas are 
diametrically opposed to 
extremism, which relies on 
certitude and black-and-
white, us-against-them 
fabrications. Many lies are 
built around some small 
fact. And the liars point 
back to the one small 
kernel of truth as they ask 
their followers to believe 
in the false world they are 
peddling.

Naturally, the media is 
central to this whole  
discussion. And the 
splintering of the media 

We want to know what you think 
of our coverage of local news, 
mountain life, arts, and culture.

We want to hear about the topics 
you care about in the community. 

Send letters to the editor to 
editors@moonshineink.com to see 
your name and thoughts in print!

Have a thought?

A Country Laid Low by Lies
OPINION

MY SHOT 
By David Bunker 

See LIES p. 34
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universe into a Wild, 
Wild West where any wild 
conspiracy theory can be 
validated by unscrupulous 
or unreliable information 
sources is central to the 
radicalization of this 
country.

American citizens rightly 
critical of some aspects 
of the media have, very 
often, swung radically 
away from credible media 
sources, filling their minds 
with social media-fueled 

disinformation that 
reinforces their ideological 
beliefs. This flipped switch 
is like citizens fed up with 
the shortcomings of the 
healthcare system who 
have sworn off all credible 
doctors and instead opted 
to be attended by a witch 
doctor who has prescribed 
poison as a supposed cure 
for the ills of modern 
medicine.

Legitimate political dis-
agreements have mutated 
into crackpot ideas 
regarding the COVID-19 

pandemic, that masks 
don’t work, or the vaccine 
is a government plot to 
control us. And if you can 
bring yourself to those 
conclusions, maybe by 
next month you believe 
that Dr. Anthony Fauci 
and Bill Gates are in 
cahoots to bioengineer us. 
And then next year you 
storm the state house in 
bearskins and a horned 
helmet. It sounds comical, 
but this is, in reality, the 
path to radicalization. 
And an alarming number 
of Americans are either 
steps, or miles, down that 
path.

WHY?
A question that has been 
haunting my mind is — 
why? Why does someone 
want to believe the world 
is flat, or that Obama 
engineered the 2008 bank-
ing crisis so he could be 
elected president, or that 
9/11 was an inside job?

As I read research on the 
psychology of conspiracy 
theories, I learned that 
believers come to these 
beliefs seeking security, 
safety, and a simple, 
us-versus-them explana-
tion for the events that 
surround them.

“Conspiracy theories 
appear to provide broad, 
internally consistent 
explanations that allow 
people to preserve beliefs 
in the face of uncertainty 
and contradiction,” wrote 
Karen M. Douglas, Robbie 
M. Sutton, and Aleksandra 
Cichocka in a study 
titled The Psychology of 
Conspiracy Theories.

So it’s interesting to ask, 
do these theories work? 
Do conspiracy theorists 
achieve the sense of 
belonging and security 
that they came for?

Researchers believe the 
answer is no. In fact, 
conspiracy theories often 
cause the believers to 
wind themselves into a 
frenzy, spiraling into a 
self-destructive loop of 
increasingly poor deci-
sions. “Empirical research 
suggests that conspiracy 
theories serve to erode 
social capital and may, 
if anything, frustrate 
people’s need to see 
themselves as valuable 
members of morally 
decent collectives,” 
according to the study.

You can see this play out 
in many modern examples. 

Americans who believe the 
election system is rigged 
give up their right to vote, 
erroneously believing that 
one of the most impactful 
political acts a citizen can 
take will have no effect 
because the system is 
corrupt. Anti-vaccination 
believers refuse to vac-
cinate their children, 
surrendering one of the 
most successful modern 
public health protec-
tions against disease. 
Climate deniers engage 
and promote activity that 
threatens to devastate the 
global environment over 
the long term, ruining the 
planet for themselves and 
their children because 
they don’t believe the 
science. QAnoners stage 
a coup in the name of 
liberty.

If we’ve learned anything 
from this horrifying 
chapter in our country’s 
history, perhaps it is this: 
The truth is both powerful 
and profoundly important 
to the present and future 
of our democracy. And lies 
will eat us alive.

Our political leaders 
who believe they can 
weaponize falsehoods to 
achieve some political 
end have overlooked one 
vital truth (or, perhaps, 
many vital truths). Lies 
eat away most voraciously 
at the people who believe, 
confirm, or condone them. 
Unfortunately, there will 
always be those on the 
fringe who embrace lies. 
But the rest of us — the 
logical mighty middle 
of this great democratic 
country— must rise up 
and fight for the truth.

Our country depends on it.

~ David Bunker is a 
Truckee resident. In a past 
life he served as a reporter 
and editor for Truckee and 
North Tahoe community 
newspapers.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“IF THERE MUST BE 
MADNESS AND TIME 
CRUNCHES AND CHAOS IN 
YOUR LIFE, THEN LET THERE 
BE CHAOS. BUT FIND THE 
STRENGTH AND STILLNESS 
TO BE THE EYE INSIDE THAT 
STORM. THESE THINGS ARE 
HAPPENING AROUND YOU; 
NOTHING IS HAPPENING  
TO YOU.”
~ AMY JIRSA

OPINION

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
P U Z Z L E  PA G E ,  P.  5 0

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

LIES from p. 33
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single-family homes for sale as of Feb. 1

Including 7 Tahoe Lakefronts

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single-family homes pending as of Feb. 1

Including 2 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*         North & West Shores**         Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single-family homes sold  
as of Jan. 31

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $950K

MEDIAN PRICE Single-family homes 
median price as of Jan. 31
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Low supply continues to bolster increased demand as we head into 2021. In the Tahoe Sierra MLS, 73 single-
family homes were listed for sale in January, compared to 248 active listings in January 2020. That’s a 71% 

decrease in inventory year-over-year. The result was that the median price rose 19% compared to last year, reach-
ing $950,000. Incline Village and Crystal Bay, Nevada, saw a similar 73% decrease in active listings over last year 
while the median home price jumped 33%. Seven lakefront homes were available for sale in January 2021, versus 
17 last year, representing a 59% decrease in lakefront inventory. After 1,937 days on the market, or 5.3 years, the 
renowned Crystal Bay lakefront affectionately referred to as the Glass House, located at 580 Gonowabie Rd., 
sold for $31.5 million. A combination of strong buyer demand, meager supply, and low interest rates will continue 
to put upward pressure on prices in 2021. ~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe LuxuryProperties

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT
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Tahoe, Meet Pacaso
Start-up makes second 

homeownership a reality

T  ell someone you own a Pacaso and you’ll probably 
see their eyebrows raise in a show of curiosity. But 

tell someone around Lake Tahoe that you just bought a 
Pacaso and perhaps you’ll be greeted with a smile and 
a welcome to the community. At least that’s what the 
company’s founder anticipates will be the case.

Former Zillow executive Austin Allison thought the 
greater Lake Tahoe housing market would be a perfect 
fit for a new venture he co-founded called Pacaso. It’s 
a service that connects potential second homebuyers 
to partner in purchasing a home. Inspired by the great 
painter Pablo Picasso, the Pacaso of real estate follows 
the artist in more than just name.

“[Picasso] was obviously a revolutionary and pretty 
legendary creator, but one of the things that he was 
known for creating is the style of art called cubism, 
which is about bringing together these individual pieces 
to create a beautiful whole,” Allison explained during a 
recent interview with Moonshine Ink. 

“And that’s what Pacaso does through co-ownership. 
We bring together a few families to participate in this 
beautiful thing known as second homeownership. We 
also just kind of like the sound of it … when you tell 
somebody you own a Pacaso in Lake Tahoe, their head 
turns and it invites conversation.”

As a Lake Tahoe second homeowner himself, Allison 
is familiar with the challenges of purchasing a vacation 
home and says that the concept of Pacaso was really 
created right here.

“My wife and I were fortunate enough to 
buy our second home in 2014 and at that 
time it was a real stretch for us financially 
to swing it,” he recalled. “And the only way 
we were able to swing it was by renting the 
home out part of the time to help pay the 
mortgage at that time.”

Allison said second homeownership is 
truly special and a privilege, one that has 
afforded him and his wife to become part 
of the community by meeting new friends 
and getting to know people like the owners 
of restaurants they frequent. He also knows 
it’s out of reach for most folks, largely due 
to cost.

“It doesn’t make sense that someone would 
own 100% of a home that they’re only going 
to use 20% of the time,” he said, explaining 
that most second homes are underutilized, 
sitting vacant for 10 to 11 months out of the 
year if they’re not being rented out.

And short-term rentals, he adds, are not for 
everybody.

“It’s just a real hassle — for the neigh-
borhood as well as the owner and the 
community at large,” he continued, noting 
that temporary renters come in with a “renter mindset” 
and are notorious for not following rules. “I got to 
experience that firsthand, and that really triggered this 
idea for Pacaso, which is: What if we could make it pos-
sible for more people to truly own a second home and 
enjoy the second home benefits as an owner and not 
a renter? And Lake Tahoe is frankly the perfect place 
for that because it’s a beautiful destination that many 
people aspire to be part of and enjoy but it’s very out of 
reach because of home prices. So, we have a solution 
that makes it possible now for more people.”

The concept behind Pacaso is really nothing new: LLC 
ownership.  

“What Pacaso does that’s different, though, is we make 
LLC ownership very easy,” he said. “We handle every-
thing from creating the LLC to providing software tools 
that enable the owners to manage the home and their 
calendar, to paying all the bills and dealing with repairs 
and maintenance.”

The process of converting a whole home to a Pacaso is 
facilitated through buying a home on the open market 
and then aggregating families who are interested in own-
ing that home and bringing them together through the 
ownership group. Once the process is complete, Pacaso 
retains no interest but does continue to handle all that 
goes with homeownership and has partnered with a 
variety of local property management and maintenance 
businesses, helping to keep local the dollars spent.

“We’re very intentional about working with local 
managers, for example, supporting local businesses … 
promoting local businesses to the owners,” Allison said. 
“And anything else that we can do to engage with the 
community in a positive way, we’re trying to do that, and 
our ears are open.”

Allison feels that Pacaso will be a positive for Tahoe’s 
housing market, driving potential buyers to more 
expensive homes, thereby easing the pressure on homes 
in the middle and lower price ranges. There is also a 
strict no-rent clause in the contract, preventing Pacaso 
homes from becoming STRs.

Pacaso’s Second Home Sentiment Report found that 
Americans who do not already own a second home are 
much more likely to want one today compared to before 
the pandemic. According to the findings, “more than 
half (55.7%) say they desire to own a second home, 
compared with 46.4% before COVID-19.” Currently, 
Lake Tahoe and Napa Valley are Pacaso’s two biggest 
markets, and although the main focus remains on the 
West Coast, there are a few other areas of interest 
across the country. The eventual goal is to expand 
worldwide over the next few years.

“Our mission at Pacaso is to enrich people’s lives 
through second homeownership,” he said. “And the two 
most important words in that sentence are ‘enriching 
lives.’” 

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

MAN ABOUT TOWN: Former Zillow executive Austin Allison 
is introducing aspiring second homeowners to Lake Tahoe 
with a new start-up he co-founded, Pacaso. Courtesy photos

THE LAKESIDE: This home at 3135 West Lake Blvd. in Homewood is one of 
several listings Pacaso has in the greater Lake Tahoe region.

THE ALPINE: Potential homebuyers can purchase shares of this Olympic Val-
ley home, located at 211 Palisades Circle, and enjoy the benefits of second 
homeownership for a more affordable price than buying a whole house that 
might sit empty for much of the year.
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We all love our pets, but that doesn’t mean we love their 
bad habits … like stealing dirty laundry, hijacking your 
burger when you step away from the table, or peeing 

in your shoes. But what we might see as bad could be the result of an innate 
function of that particular animal. Even more, it could be a pet’s way of trying to 
communicate with its owner. While happy to share some simple tips, Guerrette 
noted that it is always wise to consult with your veterinarian or an animal behav-
iorist should any off behavior not be corrected through various modifications.

Moonshine turned to Tara Guerrette, canine enrichment coordinator and 
adoption specialist for the Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe, for advice to help 
break some of your pets’ bad habits. 

Problem: Your dog is a countertop klepto, stealthily swiping food the 
moment you turn your back.
Solution: While there’s the obvious answer of not leaving food on the table or 
counter within your dog’s reach, Guerrette suggests putting the dog somewhere 
else, like in a crate or bedroom, with a yummy, stuffed Kong or something 
similar safe to chew on. Gating off an area is also an idea.

Problem: Your dog has a thing for chewing: shoes, clothes, the leg of 
your dining room table …
Solution: Such behavior can often be a sign of boredom, or just not having 
enough appropriate things to gnaw, explained Guerrette. “Chewing is normal 
to dogs and it can help relieve anxiety, so you need to be sure to allow them 
appropriate items to chew on,” she said. “If you don’t want your dog chewing on 
certain items, just keep those items out of reach and make sure your dogs have 
lots of safe chewing toys or bones.”

Problem: Your cat thinks your kitchen counter is a good place to take a 
stroll.
Solution: “Old cats can learn new tricks!” asserts Guerrette. “In that scenario 
you would just need to make the counter unappealing for the cat to jump on.” 
She suggests lining the countertop with tin foil or double-sided sticky tape until 
the cat learns not to hop onto it.

Problem: Your cat prefers peeing in your shoes instead of the litterbox. 
Solution: Such behavior is usually a cat’s way of communicating to us that 
something is wrong. “It can be as simple as the litter box not being cleaned 
often enough, or it can be more complex and a way to tell us something is wrong 
medically,” Guerrette says. “With cats urinating in the house it is important to 
get to the bottom of why they are doing it in order to solve that behavior, which 
isn’t always easy.” First, try cleaning the box more frequently, switching litter, 

or adding another box in a different part of the house; it is always smart to have 
a litter box on every floor of the home. If there’s nothing wrong medically, and 
these suggestions aren’t working, a cat behaviorist can be helpful. As far as 
cleaning goes, make sure to get an enzymatic cleaner like Nature’s Miracle.

Problem: Your cat scratches — everything!
Solution: “Scratching is actually very normal for cats and we need to make 
sure to always give them appropriate things to scratch,” advises Guerrette. “If 
your cat is scratching the woodwork, buy a wood scratching post and put it 
near or on top of where they are scratching.” There are products you can buy 
to both discourage and encourage scratching. Try placing double-sided tape on 
the surface you don’t want scratched and put some fragrance that encourages 
scratching on the new scratch pad.

Guerrette noted that positive reinforcement training is a great way to build a 
strong relationship with your animals and show them what behaviors you want 
them to continue doing. She recommends always having a bag of treats on you 
so you can reward your pet whenever they offer behaviors you like.

“We often expect that animals automatically know what we want from them and 
they really don’t; it is our job to show them what we like and prevent them from 
doing things we don’t like,” she said. “If you don’t want them chewing on certain 
things, make sure to put those things away and give them items they can chew 
on to set them up for success.” 

Breaking Bad
Correcting pets’ common bad 

habits around the house

SPACE IT UP
By Juliana Demarest

CAUGHT IN THE ACT: Moonshine mascot Ovi was busted while looking 
to cause a little trouble. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

TAHOE CITY TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE WEST KINGS BEACH SQUAW VALLEY

Thanks for keeping Tahoe smart!

Moonshine Ink
‘S
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When Madonna Casini’s 8-year old 
Labrador bull terrier started throwing up 
and having severe diarrhea last October, 
she tried to get her seen at Burton 
Creek Veterinary Clinic in Tahoe City, a 
few minutes from her house, but they 
couldn’t fit her in for a week. So Casini 
took Jade to Animal Medical Center 
of Reno, where the doctor prescribed 
medication that improved Jade’s condi-
tion. Unfortunately, a few days later the 
symptoms returned and the dog started 
having seizures. Casini called every vet 
on the North Shore and in Truckee but 
could not get an appointment. She was 
on her way to the vet in Reno when Jade 
passed away in Casini’s arms in the back 
of the car near Truckee. After cradling 
her beloved pet while she sobbed, 
Casini bathed her in the Truckee River 
before returning home.

“We thought we were doing the right 
thing [driving her to Reno],” said Casini, 
who brought Jade’s body back to Reno 
the next day for cremation. The cause 
of death was liver failure.

Casini is not alone in facing yet 
another new challenge created by 
the pandemic — local veterinarians 
are busier than ever. This is due to 
a perfect storm of factors brought 
on by the start of lockdown last 
spring: Tahoe/Truckee experienced 
an increase in full-time residents as 
people fled the city, vet offices have 
lost efficiency with curbside service 
and staff impacted by COVID-19 
exposure, and pet adoptions have 
exploded. All of this has contributed 
to a logjam at veterinarian offices in 
the region and beyond.

Dr. India Vannini, the chief medical 
officer at Donner Truckee Veterinary 
Hospital, said that her clinic has been 
three to five times as busy as in normal 
years since the day California went into 
lockdown last March. One reason she 
cites for this is that more people have 
moved to the area. 

“On any given day, at least 50% of 
clients are new clients, up from 10 to 
20% in a regular period,” Vannini said. 
“It’s been really hard on all the clinics 
here; a lot of people are having trouble 
getting into their regular vet.”

Sierra Pet Clinic in Truckee is seeing 
similar numbers. Owner Dr. Twylah 
Sperka reported her office is 20% 
busier. When her regular customers 
started complaining last spring that 
they couldn’t get an appointment, she 

began setting aside a few hours every 
day for longtime clients. Still, that 
doesn’t even come close to solving 
the problem.

“The extra hours may be filled up by 
9 a.m., yet people still need to come 
in for emergencies,” said Sperka, who 
noted that they are booking out one 
to two weeks for regular appointments 
and over a month for surgeries. “It 
gets challenging … If it’s something 
urgent but we are too booked to see 
them, I send them somewhere else, 
but a lot of places are not even seeing 
new clients.”

That’s the case with Tahoe Integrative 
Veterinary Care, which is no longer 
taking new clients unless it’s for rehab or 
acupuncture.

“We have stopped taking new clients 
because I can’t fit in my existing cli-
ents,” said owner Dr. Wendy Robinson, 
who is booking out three to four weeks, 
about twice as far as pre-pandemic 
times. “Our clientele could be increased 
by at least 25% if I took everyone who 
called me, if not more.”

Another consequence of the pandemic 
that has made vet offices less efficient is 
that pet owners are no longer allowed 
inside clinics. This uses up valuable staff 
time as clients call when they arrive, 
then a staff member has to go outside 
to collect the animal, and later bring the 
pet back out after the exam. 

“It takes twice as long to get through 
one animal,” according to Vannini.

Because of these new protocols, 
Robinson said her phone never stops 
ringing. In addition to scheduling, 
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WAITING GAME: Extra health and safety precautions because of COVID are putting a strain on 
veterinarians as treating each patient takes much longer than in ordinary times. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink

FULL HOUSE: Between a shortage in veterinarians, an influx of new residents, and COVID safety measures, local vet offices are taxed, making it difficult 
for people to get timely appointments. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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people now have to call when they arrive and to 
pick up medications.

“If we could go back to operations as normal 
it would help because we can operate more 
efficiently,” she explained. “It just feels crazy, like 
we are constantly going, going and not really 
getting anywhere. We never get caught up.”

Another issue is, of course, the pandemic itself. 
Burton Creek had to shut down in November 

for two weeks due to possible staff COVID 
exposure, which created a backlog. Tahoe 
Integrative Veterinary Care is short two employ-
ees because they are high risk and don’t feel 
safe returning to work. None of this is unique 
to Tahoe/Truckee. 

“There is a worldwide vet problem,” Robinson 
said. “Everyone is overwhelmed, over capacity, 
people are available to come in more, people 
see what’s going on with pets more because 
they are home.”

Another major reason why vets have seen an 
increase in customers is that pet adoptions 
have skyrocketed. The Humane Society 
of Truckee-Tahoe reports that animals are 
being scooped up much faster than in 
previous years once they are up for adoption. 
According to Executive Director Stephanie 
Nistler, in 2019 the average length of stay for 
animals in the shelter was 11 days. Now it’s 
around three days.

“What’s different this year [2020] is the urgency 
people have felt toward adopting pets,” she 
explained. “Whenever we post an animal for 
adoption, we have a large number of people 
interested in the animal.”

This is especially true for puppies. Vannini calls 
this phenomenon COVID Puppy Syndrome. 

“Everybody has gotten a puppy and continues 
to get a puppy,” she said. “I haven’t worked a 

day where we don’t see a new puppy. Today I 
saw three.”

Before the pandemic, Vannini would have one 
puppy about every other week come in. Currently 
she is tending to at minimum two a day. Sierra 
Pet Clinic reports an upsurge in puppies as well. 
The record was six puppy appointments on a 
single day at the end of December, about twice 
as many as normal.

“It seems like a lot of people are getting COVID 
companions,” remarked Sperka. 

While all vets understand clients’ frustrations 
if they can’t get an appointment, they say 
it’s important to practice patience in these 
difficult times.

“I have been working days when I am still up at 
midnight, still writing records. COVID is such a 
hard time for everybody,” Vannini shared. “There 
is nothing normal about the world we are in right 
now. We all have to remember to be kind.”  

ON ANY GIVEN DAY, AT LEAST 50% OF 
CLIENTS ARE NEW CLIENTS, UP FROM  
10 TO 20% IN A REGULAR PERIOD,”

 ~ DR. INDIA VANNINI

MOUNTAIN LIFE

STANDING BY: Health and safety precautions put in place due to COVID-19 have contributed to backups at 
local veterinarian offices. Most practices are not permitting pet owners to bring patients inside and they now 
have to call upon arrival for a technician to meet them outside. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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When a Truckee woman called 
Mountain Bounty Farm asking 

what it would take to have their 
CSA boxes delivered to the area, 
owner John Tecklin told her to find 
25 friends who were also interested 
and he’d make it happen. Within two 
weeks, she’d rounded up 40 people 
who sought the fresh produce deliver-
ies, reported back to Tecklin, and the 
rest, as they say, is history.

Approximately 15 years later, despite 
being located down in the Sierra 
Nevada foothills of Nevada City, 
Mountain Bounty Farm is a familiar 
name in the Tahoe/Truckee region.

“The farm has grown in proportion 
to people asking for it,” Mountain 
Bounty’s Grace Debbeler told 
Moonshine Ink in a phone interview 
discussing the farm’s recent restructur-
ing. “John said it’s not about inserting 
ourselves in a market we think is great, 
we want to go into a market that is 
asking for us.”

Tecklin founded Mountain Bounty in 
1997. After decades of running the 
show, he’s ready to take a step back and 
with years of hard work and dedication 
to the land under their belts, longtime 
farmers Maia Lipkin, Jake Benedict, 
Cory Jones, and Debbeler are stepping 
into senior management roles.

“It feels a little big now that it’s here,” 
Debbeler said, but really their new 
positions are just a natural extension 
of what they’ve been doing. “We all 

have different roles. We’re taking 
things off John’s plate.”

Lipkin and Benedict have each spent 
the past decade working the Mountain 
Bounty fields, while Debbeler has 
been there for four years and Jones six 
years. Aside from stepping into their 
expanded functions, there won’t be 
any changes to the farm’s operational 
structure. While the October 2020 
land acquisition by the Bear Yuba Land 
Trust of the land upon which Mountain 
Bounty sits will ensure the farmland is 
protected from development for future 
generations, it also opens the door for 
the farm to make various improve-
ments, including a new greenhouse as 
well as a new barn, which will enable a 
good amount of operations to move out 
of Tecklin’s house.

The purchase was made possible 
through Forever Farms, a partnership 
with the Bear Yuba Land Trust, Sierra 
Harvest, BriarPatch Food Co-op, and 
Tahoe Food Hub. Not only will the 
land trust hold the property in perpetu-
ity, thereby safeguarding affordable 
access to the farmland by providing a 
long-term lease to the farm, it will also 
manage the land to ensure it continues 
to produce local, organic food in an 
ecologically responsible way for the 
benefit of the community, according to 
the Mountain Bounty website.

Debbeler noted that preserving the 
land was something Tecklin had long 
sought to accomplish.

“For young farmers, it’s really hard 
to get started if they can’t afford it,” 
she explained. “This is primo, primo 

[agricultural] land. So much comes 
with that.”

For Debbeler, secure land means a 
secure job. It also provides the abil-
ity to house interns on the property, 
employing people for the long term, and 
attention to infrastructure projects, like 
the greenhouse and barn.

Nestled near the Yuba River, 18 of the 
farm’s 50 acres are actively cultivated; 
yet there’s much more to the land 
than the crops planted in the earth. 
The farmers at Mountain Bounty are 
quick to recognize that while they are 
the ones presently working the soil, 
the acres comprising the farm are the 
ancestral homelands of the Nevada 
City Rancheria Nisenan Tribe, which 
led them to share this sentiment on 
their website: 

We acknowledge this land was taken 
repeatedly with no compensation or 
regard for the lives and ways of the 
original people, until they had no land 
left. We acknowledge we are settlers here, 
that we live, love and work on land the 
Nisenan never ceded.

“It’s so obviously the right thing to 
do,” Debbeler described the acknowl-
edgements, noting that Mountain 
Bounty is donating $100 each month 
to California Heritage: Indigenous 
Research Project in partnership with 
the Bear Yuba Land Trust and Forever 
Farms. It’s not unusual, she said, for 
farmhands working the land to find 
Native American artifacts like grinding 
stones and arrow heads. “We’re so 
fortunate to be able to farm this land 
and to [just] be here.” 

SOUL KITCHEN

24 CARROT MAGIC: Carrots are just 
one of the 40 different crops, with 140 
varieties, grown at Mountain Bounty 
Farm. Courtesy photos

BERRY SWEET: Farmer Jake Benedict has spent 
the past decade working the fields of Mountain 
Bounty Farm.

FARMED OUT: The crew at Mountain Bounty Farm shares a love of the land.

JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink
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Tahoe Dreamin’Tahoe Dreamin’
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Join our luxurious 
laid-back lifestyle! 

Call me to
fi nd yours.

HEATED OUTDOOR DINING
TAKE OUT
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Roxanne Duffi eld Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

Combine auto and renters 
insurance and save.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Roxanne Duffi eld, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

530-550-9000

Here’s the deal, you can get the right coverage for your 
car and stuff at the right price for you. I’m ready to help 
you combine auto and renters insurance and save an 
average of  $722*. Call me for a quote.

*Average annual per household savings based on a 2020 national survey by State 
Farm® of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

Excellent Surgery Care | Compassionate Team | Competitive Rates
TahoeOralSurgery.com | 530-587-5440

Call today
to learn which dental implant 

option is best for you

TIME TO FIX 
THAT MISSING TOOTH

(we won’t be wearing masks forever)

MountainBountyFarm.com 
Call to join our CSA anytime (530) 292-3776

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm
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BEARING THE BRUNT: While larger predicting outfits like the National Weather Service 
typically give the worst-case scenario in forecasts in the interest of safety, Open Snow 
weather forecaster Bryan Allegretto tries to keep it real when putting out numbers so his 
forecast doesn’t come back to bite him. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink INTERVIEW BY CRAIG C. ROWE

How did you get into 
forecasting for Open 

Snow?  
I was already forecasting 
here in Tahoe. I had a 
site called Tahoe Weather 
Discussion. It was a hobby 
for me. I was working in the 
ski resorts, in the busi-
ness department running 
numbers. (Bryan studied 
accounting in addition to 
weather.) But I was storm 
chasing still, and started 
the blog so people would 

stop asking me to put them 
on my email list, which is 
exactly what was happening 
to Joel, too. His site was 
called Colorado Powder 
Forecast.

Joel is Joel Gratz, BA’s 
Colorado-based partner 
in Open Snow. The two 
decided around the same 
time to start national 
versions of their respective 
websites and agreed to 
combine them into what 

is now opensnow.com. The 
site and companion mobile 
app offer weather reports 
and mountain conditions 
for resorts around the 
world. To understand how 
BA’s reports come together 
demands some historical 
context on forecasting.  
When we started launching 
satellites that could track 
weather ... it was revolution-
ary. Instead of someone 
calling you from the other 
side of the world saying, 
‘Something’s headed your 
way,’ now we can see a storm 
coming. Then, the National 
Weather Service was set up 
as a safety service to let the 
public know when a hurri-
cane or tornado was coming, 
or a big snowstorm.

In that public safety effort 
is where we find the first 
fissure of discord between 
antsy ski bums and sea-
soned forecasters. 
I always have to remind 
people of that in the winter. 
‘Well, the National Weather 
Service is saying up to 4 

feet and you’re only saying 2 
feet.’ They have to say that. 
They have to let you know 
the worst-case scenario in 
case you’re traveling through 
the Sierra. That’s their job. 
I’m not going to sit there 
and tell you to expect 4 feet 
at Squaw tomorrow because 
you’ll want to murder me 
when it’s only 18 inches. Our 
roles are different.

In the same way that 
Zillow has made us all 
“experts” on property 
value, micro-forecasting 
apps like Open Snow make 
everyone aware of weather 
for whatever outdoor sport 
they prefer. But similar to 
home value, there’s much 
more to the bottom line. 
Geography, for example. 
Being in a maritime climate, 
we get Pacific air with our 
storms, they have more 
moisture and they’re warmer. 
Because the air isn’t as dry 
and the mountains not as 
tall, we get screwed. The 
Rockies don’t have to deal 
with that because the air 

is drier and the mountains 
are taller. They don’t deal 
with snow lines in their 
forecasts, either, which 
is a super complex added 
element, especially when 
snow levels are rising and 
falling throughout the same 
storm. I’ve seen it raining on 
Donner Summit but snowing 
on the east side of Tahoe.

You may hear people flatly 
explain that this year’s La 
Niña pattern is to blame 
for our slow start. BA’s not 
having it. 
Northern California and 
Tahoe aren’t really tied to 
El Niño and La Niña. We’re 
always in the middle — it 
can be above or below aver-
age with either one. A strong 
La Niña tends to tilt slightly 
above average, actually, 
because they’re typically 
colder as you’re getting the 
northern branch of the jet 
stream coming down from 
the Gulf of Alaska. We can 
have below average pre-
cipitation but above average 
snowfall, because we’ll have 

At risk of disparaging the undulating golden beauty of the Sierra 
Nevada foothills, they’re often the reason why a promised powder day 
might peter out. It’s because of something called “orographic lift.” 

But esoteric terminology won’t cut it — I want someone to blame.

So, I tapped on Open Snow, scrolled to the little bearded head on top, 
and contacted Bryan “BA” Allegretto, the popular app’s co-founder, 

Truckee resident, and chief meteorologist for the Tahoe region. If 
anyone can expound on why Tahoe winters range from weeks of shear-
pin-breaking atmospheric rivers to sunny, any-inch-will-do letdowns, 
it’s the guy who’s been with the now-ubiquitous ski resort weather tool 
from day one.

Here’s what he had to say: 
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STAY COMFORTABLE THIS WINTER
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a colder storm with higher 
snow ratios, meaning more 
snow depth from less water.

BA says that people 
prepare themselves for our 
fickle winters. He and his 
team actually don’t catch 
too much blame for less-
than-stellar conditions.  
They’re emotionally ready 
for it. They’re like, ‘Yeah, 
that’s just California.’ But, it 
was worse in the beginning 
… we’ve gained trust. They 
know we do all we  
can to be honest and accu-
rate. They know there’s no 
conspiracy. We have a pretty 
loyal following.  
If you say something nasty, 
you’ll get jumped on pretty 
quickly.

Sometimes the comment 
section will swell, and it’s 
usually under the same 
circumstances each time. 
[For example] low pressure 
swings through the Pacific 
Northwest, a cold front 
comes through, and we get 
three to six hours of heavy 
snow on a Monday. Then it 
clears, and everyone goes 
skiing. We’ll see a break, 
and the center of low pres-
sure tracks behind the front 
straight through Tahoe, 
and we’ll get another foot 
of snow on Tuesday. Well, 
the people who can only ski 
Monday get mad because 
we forecasted 2 feet, but 
they only saw a foot. The 
storm wasn’t over.

There’s some old-
fashioned sales involved at 

times, BA admits. He uses 
the word “should” a lot, 
and never “guarantees” 
anything or says “will.” 
There’s an art form to how 
you present it so expecta-
tions are not overblown. 
Snow levels can blow you 
up, too, and people just 
flip out if it’s raining at 
their house but snowing on 
the mountain. Look at the 
elevations. Don’t just look 

at the 8,000-foot mark on 
the mountain where it’ll be 2 
feet, look at the 6,000-foot 
mark too, where it says zero 
accumulation. Don’t blame 
me for rain at your house.

In case you’re curious, this is 
supposed to be a strong La 
Niña year.

But you didn’t hear that from 
me. 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
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EENY, MEENY, MINY, MOE. WILL IT RAIN 
OR WILL IT SNOW? Open Snow forecaster 
Bryan Allegretto says it’s important to pay 
attention to different elevations because 
the rain/snow line can often vary. Photo by 
Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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BY LE‘A GLEASON
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SUSAN AND MARTIN FISHER hope to share with the world their work based on identifying 
a person’s natural tendencies using subtle cues from their body. Courtesy photo

ARTS & CULTURE

Every year the blazing sun and 
silty dust of the Black Rock Desert 
beckon open-minded travelers to the 
radical festival many know and love 
as Burning Man. Perhaps there’s a 
special tie between this magical lake 
tucked in between the peaks of the 
great Sierra Nevada and the wide 
expanse of the Playa that draws a 
certain kind of person. 

That very festival is also what 
changed the lives of Susan and 
Martin Fisher. A chance meeting 
introduced them in 1992 while work-
ing in the Silicon Valley tech industry.

“Somewhere around our late thirties, 
we both realized that 1980s plan of 
get a job and live happily ever after 
was a myth unless you’re living from 
who you are, in your own power and 
strength,” Susan explained. 

By 2007, when the pair reconnected, 
Susan had already been seeking 
out her calling: to coach humans to 
better live their lives as whole indi-
viduals. She learned about a study 
of the sequence of nine numbers 
— called Natural Numbers — which 
could be used to identify a person’s 
nature and help them understand 
how to move through life. 

The work was profound. By 
understanding their own natural 
way of being based on number 
which correlates to physical traits, a 

person could not only live deeper in 
their own authenticity, but be more 
compassionate toward others’ natural 
ways. Susan dove into studying more 
about the subtle cues a person’s 
body could give off. That same year, 
the first person whose number she 
identified solely on her own was none 
other than Martin Fisher.

They shared the work in their 
then-home community of Novato 
with school groups, at festivals, 
and anywhere they could foster a 
community of people who could 
share and communicate about it. 
Then they ventured to Burning Man 
in 2012 where the opportunity to 
openly identify thousands of people 
helped them hone their technique. 
To date, the Fishers have used 
what they call Body of 9 to identify 
almost 7,500 people’s natural 
numbers. They now have a system 
so acute that even during a global 
pandemic, they can do it through 
an online coaching session within 
minutes just by visual cues. 

“We’ve learned by observing and 
talking to people,” Martin explained. 
“We’ve worked … to be able to look 
at somebody and say, ‘your body 
actually matches one of nine differ-
ent body types.’ We can say, ‘we’ve 
talked to 1,000 people just like you 
and this is what people like you have 
told us about their reality.’”

Key to this work is that each person 
experiences the world the same way 
as someone else of their natural 
number, no matter what that person’s 
background is. Knowing your own 
inner power can not only enable 
you to see your strengths more 
clearly and understand those of the 
same number, but eventually teach 
you how to also communicate as 
individuals of other numbers do, to 
share common ground. The work has 
impacted individuals, couples, fami-
lies, and even large companies. And 
interestingly enough, within a family 
unit, the numbers don’t repeat unless 
there are more than nine people. 

Understanding a person’s nature, 
Susan noted, “starts a progression 

of understanding of ‘who am I and 
where do I fit in the world? What’s 
the value that I bring versus the 
value and gifts of the people that I’m 
in relationship with?’”

Today, the Fishers run a thriving 
business, have authored a book, and 
are working to help anyone search-
ing for meaning in their life. It’s a 
magical partnership between the 
two of them that relies on Susan’s 
ability to love everybody and her 
effort to get that love out into the 
world, and Martin’s ability to pro-
vide context and a sounding board 

for her, helping bring the whole 
picture into focus as they navigate 
how these big ideas will land. 

“What made us dedicated to this 
is this knowing that it’s important 
to be able to help people have this 
conversation so they can actually 
choose to differentiate between 
their nurture and nature, and 
[make] a conscious choice about 
belief systems,” Susan added.

For more information about Body  
of 9, check out bodyof9.com. 

Radical Well Being Coach
Radical Forgiveness teaches us, 
“I’m not ok, you’re not ok, and that’s ok!”
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com 
www.radicalwellbeing.com

Even in these times,
We can uncover your best self.

Dinny EvansDinny Evans

In fact, there’s 
no better time. 
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•  It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event. TAP CALENDAR

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: FEB. 15: Monthly Cooking Course; FEB: 18: Shrimply Blue; FEB. 25: Alpenglow Winter Speaker Series season finale; STARTING FEB. 25: Guidance for Caregivers;  
Courtesy photos/Vasu Sojitra photo (top left) by Will Strathmann

FEB. 25

ONGOING

EDUCATION | Summertime  
Writing Workshops
Registration is now underway for 
the Community of Writers summer 
workshops. For over 50 seasons, the 
Community of Writers has brought 
together poets and prose writers 
for separate weeks of workshops in 
Olympic Valley. The group’s mission 
is to assist writers in the refinement of 
their craft and thus, in an atmosphere 
of camaraderie and mutual support, 
move them closer to achieving 
their goals. Due to the continuing 
pandemic, this year’s workshops 
will be held entirely online in the 
Virtual Valley. Classes will be cover-
ing poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and 
memoir writing.  
Info: communityofwriters.org

COMMUNITY | Library Book  
Pickups Are Back
The Washoe County Library System 
has resumed drive-up and walk-up 
hold pickup at five locations. Patrons 
are now able to place holds from 
home and pick up reserved items 
when they are available. Visit the 
library website for the full schedule of 
hold pickup hours.  
Info: washoecountylibrary.us

WEDNESDAYS

WELLNESS | Find Grief Support 
After Losing a Pet
The Humane Society of Truckee-
Tahoe offers a Pet Loss Support 
Group to help grieving pet parents. 

In a supportive, understanding 
format, participants can share 
and explore their difficult and sad 
feelings, in the comfort and safety 
of a private group intended for pet 
parents 18 years or older who are 
coping with the recent loss of a pet, 
those still mourning their loss beyond 
six months, or the anticipation of 
their pet’s death. Due to COVID-19, 
meetings are conducted over Zoom, 
facilitated by local grief counselor 
Bonnie Goodman. There is no charge 
but donations to HSTT are appreci-
ated. Size is limited to seven people, 
thus reservations are required, with a 
24-hour cancellation policy. Meetings 
are 1.5 hours long and take place 
every first and third Wednesday of 
each month, from 7 to 8:30pm. These 
groups are specifically designed for 
pet loss support only, and in no way 
will psychotherapy of any kind be 
offered. If psychotherapy is indicated, 
referrals will be given. Info: To sign up 
email Erin Ellis at erin@hstt.org

Feb. 15

FOOD & DRINK | TFHS Offers 
Monthly Cooking Course
Get out of your cooking rut and 
become inspired at Tahoe Forest 
Health System’s monthly Health 
Supportive Cooking Club. Registered 
dietitian Denice Hynd will provide 
a fun and interactive cooking demo 
during which you will have the oppor-
tunity to taste-test and take home 
easy, healthy, and delicious recipes. 
Registration is required. Classes run 
$15 each and are held at the Tahoe 
Forest Center for Health in Truckee. 
The Feb. 15 class, Fiber Is Fun, takes 
place from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and will 

feature chilis and tacos made from 
plant-based foods. March 17 is Set It 
& Forget It, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
with nutritious meals that will cook 
while you’re gone. Info: tfhs.com

Feb. 18

EDUCATION | Restoring Tahoe’s 
Clarity One Dog at a Time
Join UC Davis TERC for its latest 
Winter Science Speaks lecture to 
learn how new nonprofit Shrimply 
Blue is inviting dogs and their human 
sidekicks to restore lake clarity one 
dog treat at a time. The Tahoe 
Environmental Research Center has 
identified invasive Mysis as a key 
contributor to clarity decline. By 
removing the surprisingly nutritious 
Mysis and transforming them into 
premium dog treats, Shrimply Blue 
is creating a regenerative system for 
sustainable lake restoration. Join the 
journey, eat some Mysis, and learn 
how you can help spread the word. 
Presented by Yuan Cheng, founding 
director of Shrimply Blue, and Roger 
de Lusignan, Shrimply Blue board 
member. To join the webinar go to 
ucdavis.zoom.us/j/96202160996. 
Info: program starts at noon;  
tahoe.ucdavis.edu/events

EDUCATION | Learn About 
Invasive Species
Did you know your aquarium fish 
can harm native wildlife? Learn 
how you can prevent the spread 
of invasive species and keep our 
public waters healthy. Join out-
door educators from the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife and Lake 
Mead for a live workshop on aquatic 

invaders. This program will be held 
virtually via Zoom at us02web.zoom.
us. Registration is required. Info: 6 
p.m.; full details under events on 
NDOW Facebook page.

Feb. 25 to April 1

FAMILY | Program Provides  
Guidance for Caregivers
Tahoe Forest Health System pres-
ents the Build a Better Caregiver 
program. Supported by the Wellness 
Neighborhood this weekly series is 
available at no cost. An introductory 
session will be held on Feb. 18 from 
10 to 11 a.m. This series will be held 
on Zoom and will highlight skills to 
support stress reduction for both 
caregiver and care partner, self-care 
methods to improve caregivers’ 
health, how to handle difficult emo-
tions, managing troublesome care 
partner behaviors, planning for the 
future, information about resources, 
and ways to improve communication 
skills. For more information or to 
register call (530) 587-3769 or email 
wellness@tfhd.com. Info: 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., tfhd.com

Feb. 25

OUTDOORS | Last Chance for 
Alpenglow Speaker Series
For 28 years, Vasu Sojitra has 
navigated life with one leg, after an 
amputation that occurred when he 
was only 9 months old. Now 29, Vasu 
is one of the top adaptive athletes 

See CALENDAR p. 47

STARTING FEB. 25

FEB. 15FEB.18
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Find a New Pandemic Pastime 
at Atelier in Reno

Sudden, newfound downtime 
since the onset of the COVID-

19 pandemic has afforded folks 
the world over to explore their 
creative sides, and beloved down-
town Truckee merchant Atelier 
is happy to help you discover 
yours. Atelier regularly offers a 
series of artistic workshops, both 
virtually and in-person, at its Reno 
location, designed to help you 
become better acquainted with 
your inner artist. 

While pandemic protocol requires 
a reduced number of participants 
for in-person classes, you can 
still get out of the house and into 
the studio to try out something 
fun and new. As of press time, 
there was still availability in the 
Feb. 14 heart-shaped succulent 
planter workshop, during which 
participants will make their own 
succulent arrangement in locally 
handmade reclaimed wooded 
boxes. Come March, in-person 
offerings will include miniature 
botanical watercolor painting, 
teaching the techniques of using 
pen and watercolor paint to create 
“quick, loose, and lively” repre-
sentations of botanicals. Celebrate 
the change of seasons March 20, 
crafting spring equinox seasonal 
foraged moon wreaths. On March 
21, try your hand at greenwood 

spoon carving — no experience 
is necessary.  Other workshops 
include building a largescale 
abstract painting and intuitive 
animal portraits. 
 
In the virtual world of artistic 
instruction, budding creatives 
can work with needles of all sizes 
through Atelier’s intro to knitting 
on Feb. 13; a three-week short row 
knitting class Feb. 14, 21, and 28; 
and an introduction to embroidery 
on Feb. 20. Those who prefer to 
work with a brush can tune in to 
roses in watercolor on Feb. 19 and 
mountains in watercolor on Feb. 26 
or March 12. On March 26, artist 
Kristine Palmer will lead a workshop 
on painting crystals in watercolor. 
Participants will learn how to paint 
the “intricate geometric corners 
and planes of crystals.” 
 
In-person classes are held at Atelier, 
Reno, located inside Sierra Water at 
2135 Dickerson Rd. Private work-
shops are also an option. Virtual 
classes are held via Zoom. Sign up 
online. Any required supplies are 
noted under each listing.

Info: atelierinreno.com,

ateliertruckee.com

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink 

GETGET
OUT & GO

TAP CALENDAR

COVID CREATIVITY: Atelier offers regular opportunities to explore your creative side with 
workshops at its Reno location, featuring anything from making succulent planters and wreaths to 
knitting and watercolor painting. Courtesy photos

10099 Jibboom Street10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEEIN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

BACKSTREETBACKSTREET
FR AMERS FR AMERS && GALLERY GALLERY

530-587-1409530-587-1409
backstreetframers.combackstreetframers.com

Limited Operations:Limited Operations:  
11am - 4pm  |  Tuesday – Saturday11am - 4pm  |  Tuesday – Saturday
Appointments only, masks required.Appointments only, masks required.

Reach
24,000

Readers

Get this space for just 
$105/MONTH!

(530) 587-3607
sales@moonshineink.com

Located in Boatworks Mall at the Tahoe City Marina
SteveSchmiersJewelry.com  ·  530.583.5709

CUSTOM DESIGN
OF THE WEEK

SUPPORT A NEW LIBRARY FOR TRUCKEE
Learn more: www.truckeefol.org/new-library

WE ARE READY
FOR A NEW TRUCKEE LIBRARY

Our youth and teens to gather, study, and learn

Community rooms for remote work and meetings

Increased technology, computers, and training

Reading, browsing, and borrowing 
of books and digital resources

Inclusive, supportive, free access for all

A new facility will provide more space for:
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and backcountry skiers in the world, 
known for putting down First Disabled 
Descents (FDDs). However, that’s not 
where he stops. His true passion lies 
in making the outdoors accessible 
to all. He has coined his approach to 
backcountry skiing as “ninjasticking,” 
and uses this to bring intersectionality 
to the outdoor space. In the final 
installment of this season’s Alpenglow 
Sports Winter Speaker Series, Sojitra’s 
show Reclaiming Disability in the 
Outdoors: What Does Ninjasticking 
Really Mean? will look at this in-depth, 
as well as how reclaiming and break-
ing down stigmas that come with a 
disability can change how transforma-
tion of outdoor spaces are viewed, 
welcomed, and celebrated. Streamed 
through Wildbound Live Virtual Venue, 
registration is required. Info: free, 7 to 
9 p.m., alpenglowsports.com.

Feb. 27

ARTS & CULTURE | North Tahoe 
Outdoor Painting Workshop
North Tahoe Arts is offering a 
Plein Air Workshop with artist Ian 
Scott. This outdoor class will meet 
in a beautiful meadow along the 
upper Truckee River bike path, 
about 4 miles from the North Tahoe 
Arts gallery. Best access is from a 
parking lot riverside just past River 
Ranch Lodge, and a short walk 
upriver to the painting location. 
Improve painting in oils, watercolor, 
or gouache in the local landscapes 

through a professional demo and 
personal instruction. This class is 
Covid-19 compliant. Info: 1 to 4 
p.m., $65, northtahoearts.com

March 10 to 12
Learn How to Write Grants

EDUCATION |Learn How to be a 
Grant Writer with SNA
The Sierra Nevada Alliance is offer-
ing a free grant writing workshop. 
This three-day intensive course held 
via Zoom will help to build writing 
skills for organizations and agen-
cies in the Sierra Nevada region. 
Limited spots are available. Partici-
pation and writing will be required. 
Register by contacting brooke@
sierranevadaalliance.org. Each day’s 
instruction will start at 8:45 a.m. 
and end around 12:30. Reserve the 
entire day on days one and two; you 
will be expected to put in three to 
four hours in the afternoon working 
on writing. Materials and connec-
tion instructions will be sent out in 
advance. This program is intended 
for community, nonprofit, and local 
government representatives who 
would like to learn how to put to-
gether effective grant applications. 
Be prepared to discuss a real proj-
ect that you would like to fund and 
to write about it. Participants must 
be located in (or work in) the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy Region.  

Info: sierranevadaalliance.org  

Due to ever-changing COVID guidelines,  
all listings in the TAP Calendar and Get Out & Go are subject to change.

PLEIN AND SIMPLE: Join North Tahoe Arts in the great outdoors for a COVID-friendly 
painting workshop along the Truckee River, Feb. 27. Courtesy photo

SIERRA NEVADA
UNIVERSITYTAHOE

A WORLD CLASS 
EDUCATION IS 
CLOSER TO HOME 
THAN YOU THINK

Hybrid Courses - On Ground and Online

A Track Record of Student Success

Committed Expert Faculty

A Tight-Knit Institution Dedicated to 
Education and Safety for its  
Students and Community 

virtual tour: sierranevada.university-tour.com
sierranevada.edu/visit | admissions@sierranevada.edu 
999 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village, NV | 866-412-4636

VISIT OUR CAMPUS TODAY AND APPLY
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 

LIMITED ENROLLMENT

CALENDAR from p. 45
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Helping the 
Heroes

Incline man walks around 
Lake Tahoe to  

raise money for veterans

BY JULIANA DEMAREST 
Moonshine Ink

WALK, PARKER, WALK: Incline Village resident Parker Fontecchio, right, pictured with friend 
Bennett Welco, circumnavigated Lake Tahoe, carrying a 22-pound weight in each hand, to raise 
money for veterans. Courtesy photo

A lifelong resident of Incline 
Village, Parker Fontecchio has 

seen Lake Tahoe more times in his 
life than he could count. But a few 
weeks ago, he observed it in a new 
light and from every angle as he 
walked the 72-mile circumference 
of it in an effort to raise funds for 
veterans while also boosting aware-
ness about the challenges they face 
upon returning from war and trying 
to reenter into civilian life.

What started out as a fleeting joke 
quickly morphed into something 
much greater: the 72 Project.

For years, the 19-year-old has 
competed in endurance competi-
tions such as the Spartan Race. 
Like every other large-scale, 
crowd-drawing event, COVID put 
the Spartan on hiatus and all 2020 
events were canceled. In December, 
when Fontecchio noticed registra-
tion was open for a January 2021 
race, he signed up, hopeful that the 
show would go on. But it wasn’t 
meant to be, and the competition 
was soon canceled as the pandemic 
continues to rage on.

“I … wanted to do something, 
and my workout partner was like, 
“Why don’t you just put on some-
thing yourself?’” Fontecchio told 
Moonshine Ink. “He joked saying, 
‘Why don’t you just run around 
Lake Tahoe?’”

That got him thinking

A personal trainer, Fontecchio 
already works out regularly for 
four to five hours a day, seven days 
a week with a focus on endurance. 
Yet running 72 miles to circumnavi-
gate the lake still seemed like a bit 
much for him. Still, the wheels had 
begun turning and he thought of 
doing a farmer’s carry around the 
lake instead, meaning he’d walk the 
circumference while carrying two 
dumbbells.

Once settled on what he was going 
to do, Fontecchio focused on the 
why. He wanted to do something for 
a good cause and quickly settled on 
veterans. With many friends in the 
fitness industry and family in the 
military, he set out to find a founda-
tion he could support and learned 
about FitOps, which helps veterans 

“find purpose through the power 
of fitness.” FitOps supports those 
returning from war and reentering 
civilian life by guiding them to 
become personal trainers.

“One of the big messages I’ve been 
pushing with this is, I’ve talked to a 
lot of veterans … when they come 
home from war, the war comes back 
with them, and the fact [is] that 
they’re dealing with PTSD and the 
other mental issues,” Fontecchio 
explained, noting also that veterans 
often have difficulty finding employ-
ment upon their return. “They really 
try, and [while] a lot of them don’t 
have a lot of job experience … we 
know that they’ve done so much 
for our country and they actually 
do a have a lot of experience and 
knowledge.”

Returning veterans are also typically 
very physically fit, something FitOps 
taps into so they can use that to 
their advantage.

“They talk a lot about PTSD, but 
other mental health issues factor 
down a lot lower when you’re not 
competing with as much stress,” 
Fontecchio said. “So just taking 
away that stress of making them 
personal trainers and getting them a 
job back in real life, in the real civil-
ian world, will definitely help lower 
the mental aspects and the stress.”

After setting his goal of walking from 
9 a.m. on Jan. 18 to 9 a.m. on Jan. 
21, Fontecchio set out on a test day 
prior, carrying a 30-pound weight 
in each hand. Turns out that was a 
little too much to haul for such an 
extended period, and he decided 
to cut the weight, landing on two 
22-pounders. This specific number 
was no coincidence, but rather a 
nod to the 22 veterans that statistics 
indicate commit suicide in the U.S. 
each day. Thus prepared, on the 
morning of Jan. 18 he set out on his 
mission, joined by his workout buddy 
and best friend, Bennett Welco.

“I had a lot of friends and family and 
sponsors that wanted to come out and 
walk the last 2 or 3 miles with me, so 
we stopped Wednesday night at Sand 
Harbor,” he explained. “We took five, 
six hours of rest and started back up 
the next morning.”

Fortunately, the weather cooper-
ated. Mostly. The first night, 60 to 
70 mph winds moved in, making it 
quite cold. Further, wintertime road 
conditions forced Fontecchio to cut 
his mileage short. With the 11-mile 
stretch of roadway around Emerald 
Bay having no real shoulder and 
numerous blind curves, Fontecchio 
decided to bypass that section in the 
interest of safety.

“One of my main strategies when 
walking, our whole idea was to try to 

�
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stay happy because I really believe in 
the power of a smile — and you can’t 
grit your teeth all the way through an 
endurance event. So just having fun 
with it just makes the event go by so 
much quicker,” Fontecchio said. “We 
were trying to keep the smile, but 
the whole time throughout, in the 
back of my head was what I’m doing 
right now is not even close to what 
they have experienced over in war 
… This is nothing compared to what 
they’ve done for us.”

Sixty-one miles and 134,802 steps 
later, the feat was complete.

Between word of mouth and  a Face-
book post, the news of Fontecchio’s 
endeavor quickly spread. Through a 
fundraising link on mightycause.com 
his goal of $5,000 was easily sur-
passed, with a total of $7,763 raised 
by the end of its run.

“The whole community kind of came 
together,” Fontecchio said. “Everyone 
was calling and asking for updates, 
pictures. The whole community came 
together because we all know that 
we were trying to do it for a great 
cause — trying to give back for our 
veterans.” 

SUPPORT SYSTEM: Parker Fontecchio spent the last night of the trek at Sand Harbor, 
resting for several hours so that friends and family could join him the following morning  
to walk the last few miles of his  journey around the lake. Courtesy photo
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We have questions. 
For you. 
We need answers.
From you.

Do you like to puzzle? Do you enjoy this page? What do you love, 
what don’t you like? Do you want this page to keep coming? If so, 
are you up for sponsoring it and having the only ad on this page? 
Email your feedback to quiz@moonshineink.com. 

WE’RE PUZZLED

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; each column 
must contain the number 1 
to 9; and each set of 3 by 
3 boxes must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN  
THE OPINION SECTION.

Difficulty: Easy     

Edited by Margie E. Burke

S U D O K U

CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS?

Email quiz@moonshineink.com with your 
answer for a chance to win a growler 
with a free fill from Alibi Ale Works. 
Correct guesses will be entered into a 
drawing from which a winner will be 
randomly selected. Submit your answer 
by March 1. 
 
LAST MONTH: We asked you to 
identify the object in a macro photo. 
ANSWER: Snowshoes  
WINNER:  Michele Leavy, Oakland

Q U I Z

Brought to you by: 

Winter is when the hunter, Orion, rules the sky. Most people are 
familiar with Orion, whose three-star belt is arguably the most 
recognizable stellar pattern. Running behind Orion are his trusty 
hounds, Canis Major and Canis Minor. Canis Major is easy to spot 
because the constellation is home to the brightest star in the night 
sky, Sirius. Directly south of Orion and west of Canis Major is the 
object of their hunt — a small constellation called Lepus, the rabbit. 
Mid-February into March, Orion appears in the southern sky as night 

falls after the sunset. As Orion stands upright at this time, it is simple to spot Lepus, 
which lies directly beneath him on the right side of Sirius. Like Orion, Lepus is shaped 
like an hourglass, but Lepus is oriented on its side. Each end of the hourglass is situated 
beneath each of Orion’s “knees,” with two central stars that cinch at the center of the 
constellation. On the top right side of Lepus, two dimmer stars extend upwards toward 
Orion’s right knee (also known as Rigel) to form the rabbit’s “ears.” This constellation is 
sometimes called the “Easter Bunny,” as it is most prominent in the early spring.

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake 
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow 
her at facebook.com/astronotions. 

In February, we have the first of this year’s three Saturn-Uranus 
squares. Outer planetary aspects always carry global influence, and 
this one is especially critical in 2021, as Aquarius is the signature sign 
of this moment and these two planets co-rule the sign. In the words 
of venerable astrologer Richard Tarnas, “there is a tendency for 
certain polarities to constellate with greater oppositional force and 
tension than usual — between the established structures of the past 
and the unpredictable impulses of the new.” Recent political tensions 

highlight this archetypal clash. With images of the Confederate flag inside the Capitol 
Building still fresh, it is interesting to note that there was a Saturn-Uranus square in 
1861, the year the Civil War was initiated. This was also a year of a Great Conjunction, 
a meeting of Jupiter and Saturn, such as we saw in December 2020. The interplay of 
restriction and rebellion looms large on the world’s stage, an outsized influence with 
a range of expressions. As some fight for freedom from oppression, others battle to 
maintain their dominance, each certain of their moral imperative and that their cause 
reflects true justice. Internally, we struggle with conflicting desires for revolution, 
change, and liberty and on the other longing for order, security, and stability. 

Astrology |Astrology |

S T A R STHE By DAWN ANDREONI  |  Moonshine Ink

By Margie E. BurkeC R O S S W O R D

ALIBI ALE WORKS
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Parting Shot

Beach Buds

 
Golden retriever Jaxon is content just hanging out with his new friends on the West Shore of Lake Tahoe. At almost 6 years old, Jaxon has been in several 
photo shoots, such as for Izod and Dick’s Sporting Goods, and a couple of commercials, most recently for Celestial Seasonings Tea. He even had a cameo in 
a Christmas video by the band Train. I wish the world was like this: Why can’t we all get along, no matter how different we are?

Photo by Ray O’Brien, Jaxon’s human



TahoeTruckeeTransit.com – Text “TART” to 24587 
Take the North Lake Tahoe Express: Daily airport shuttle from 5:30am–midnight. NorthLakeTahoeExpress.com | (833)709-8080

FREE Park and Ride Weekends | President’s Day 
To/from Squaw Valley, Northstar, and all Winter Recreation

From area Park and Ride lots 
January 2021:   2–3, 9-10, 16–17, 23–24, 30–31 
February 2021: 6–7, 13–15, 20–21, 27–28 
March 2021:  6–7, 13–14, 20–21, 27–28

Park and Ride Lots are located at: 
Truckee Tahoe Airport District 
10356 Truckee Airport Rd, Truckee CA

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District Admin. Offices, 11603 
Donner Pass Rd., Truckee CA

Tahoe City Transit Center, 180 W. Lake Blvd., Tahoe City, CA

For more details, go to: TahoeTruckeeTransit.com/park-ride

 
Daily Regional Routes 
Hourly service on Highway 267 and Highway 89  
to/from Truckee.

Covid-19  
TART is taking several precautions to keep passengers and  
employees safe. Visit TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for details. 
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TAHOE TRUCKEE AREA
REGIONAL TRANSIT
WINTER 2020/2021 BUS SERVICES

Transit Service Highlights
· Hourly Mainline (Tahoe City–Incline Village) 
· Hourly Hwy. 89 (Tahoe City–Squaw Valley) 
· Hourly Hwy. 267 (Crystal Bay–Northstar) 
· Hourly Hwy. 89 (Tahoe City, Squaw Valley, Truckee) 
· Hourly Hwy. 267 (Crystal Bay, Northstar, Truckee) 
· Hourly Truckee Local Route

Night service on both the Northshore and in Truckee is  
currently suspended. Check TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for 
schedule updates.

 

   
 

Tahoe City Transit Center
Granlibakken

Depot

Hyatt
Diamond 
Peak

Sand Harbor

TRUCKEE

CRYSTAL BAY

NORTHSTAR KINGS 
BEACH

INCLINE 
VILLAGE

CARNELIAN BAY

RENO

TAHOE CITY

SUNNYSIDE

Homewood Mountain Resort HOMEWOOD

TAHOMA

MEEKS BAY

Alpine Meadows

SQUAW 
VALLEY

TAHOE VISTA

Sugar Pine Point

Grove St.

North 
Tahoe 
Event 
Cntr.

Minnow

P

P

National /28
P

P
P

P

Donner Lake

89

89

28

28

28

431

Gateway 
Center

South
Shore
Dr.

Deerfield Dr. | Crossroads

Truckee Airport
Town Hall
PARK &

RIDE
Brockway 
Rd.

Regional
Park

Henness Flat 

I-80
I-80Old 

Highschool

Donner Memorial 
State Park

89

89

267
H

PARK &

RIDE

Tahoe Bilitmore

TART
PUBLIC
BUS

PUBLIC
PARKING

P PARK & RIDE
to Northstar, 
Squaw Valley
and Winter
Recreation

LAKE TAHOE

PARK &

RIDE

ALL RIDES ARE 

FREE 

Just hop on the bus. 

Schedule times vary. Visit TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for detailed schedules,  
more tranist options, and Covid-19 information.

MASK UP. ADVENTURE OUT.


