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SIERRA COLLEGE TAHOE-TRUCKEE CAMPUS

SPRING CLASSES START JANUARY 25

SPRING CLASSES ARE ONLINE!
See if you qualify for First Year Free!

www.sierracollege.edu/firstyear
Online classes, counseling
and tutoring available

• Career/Technical Training
• Guaranteed Transfers
• Financial Aid available
• Community Education
Kaleidoscope and OLLI classes

TAHOE-TRUCKEE CAMPUS
11001 College Trail, Truckee CA 96161

Admissions (530) 550-2225
www.sierracollege.edu
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Earn a $3,000 grant from the Town of Truckee by
renting your home to a trusted local employee.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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DO TELL !
Will you take the COVID vaccine when it becomes
available to you? Why or why not?
It’s a fraught topic. When I posed the question on Facebook, 116 of our users weighed
in with comments, plus 32 reacts. I was pleasantly surprised by the largely respectful
discourse, even with many varying opinions. Let’s see a selection from the mix.
Note: While all the participants who we share say they would take the vaccine, some
community members do express differing opinions and we reached out to multiple.
Check out the original post on our Facebook page to read more perspectives!

BE KIND
BE CALM
BE HELPFUL

ANDREW MARSHALL,
Carnelian Bay
Freelance outdoor journalist
Yes, because science.

R E S E R VAT I O N S H I G H LY R E C O M M E N D E D
VOTED BEST

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
& Truckee Restaurant

ASHLEY WARREN, Reno
Writer/educator

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE | 530.587.4694 | 10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Absolutely, 100%. Although I will gladly wait my turn
so that other folks can get it before me.

KRISTIE SANTOS, Tahoe Donner

CEO, Merced County Employees’ Retirement
Association
Heck ya! Living like this sucks. Hoping everyone can
stay healthy until it becomes available!

CHARLES R. “YOGI” THOMPSON,
Incline Village

Confidence.

IVGID (Championship Golf Course in summer,
Diamond Peak Ski Area rental shop in winter)

When it comes to financial planning
and retirement, you need to get the
big decisions right.

Yes. Because I don’t want to either catch or spread the
disease. Also, I’m not an idiot.

Leverage our experience and expertise
to understand all your options, and to
feel confident in your choices.

Bill Austin

(530)563-5250 | Bill@PacificCrestWP.com

w w w. Pa c i f i c C r e s t W P. c o m

JUDI MORALES, Kings Beach

Instructor, Truckee Roundhouse Textile Shop
Absolutely yes, because history and science have
shown that vaccines work. Diseases like polio and
tuberculosis are no longer a threat thanks to vaccines.

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

William Austin is a Registered Representative and an Investment Adviser Representative with/and offers securities
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment
Adviser. CA Insurance #0D20353 Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.
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THANK YOU TRUCKEE!

Truckee Community Christmas could not have provided for so many families and seniors this year without the help
and generosity of numerous individuals and businesses. We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to those listed
below, and also to the many other community members who contributed donations or who selflessly volunteered.

TRUCKEE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS WOULD LIKE TO THANK:

Al & Susan Adams
Susan Lowry
Al Pombo, Inc.
Alice Liptrot
Alicia Weld
Andrea Lash
Angela White
Ann & Bill Lindemann
Anne Kallus
Arlene Becker
Bette Rohrback
Bill & Joan Kreamer
Bill & Sally Sterling
Cathie Foley
Charles Perez
Cindy & Ed Maciel
Claire Sternlicht
Cliff & Joan Hartwell
Colin Mclaughlin
David Humphreys &
Colleen Carroll
David Keller
Deane & Patricia Dvoracek
Diana Yale
Donna Morgan
Edy Klang
Emily Conn
MD
READ. Ernest
DISCUSS.Ribera,
CONTRIBUTE.

Evelyn Manetta
Galletto Construction
Gisco Family Fund
Goldie Smith
Goldring Travel
J. Smith
James Dudley &
Susan Fernyak
Jan & Louise Zabriskie
Jeanette & Andrew Terry
Jeannine Gallant
Jeff & Kellie Cutler
Jeff Schloss & Emily Desfor
Jen Hamilton & Seth Boro
Jennifer Boehm
Jennifer Gomez
Jim Duffy &
Kathleen Eagan
Jo Ann Polverari
John & Margo Groth
John Biebl
John Shaffer
Jonathan & Pamela Ross
Julie & David Coates
Julie Thorton
Kate Sade
Katharine Veni
Kathy Bender

Kathy Englar
Keri Paulson
Kimberly Sperlin
Kristen Mansel
Lauren & Jake Hudson
Lindsay Hogan
Lois & Dennis Anderson
Lois Ermak
Lorraine B Dixon
Lynette Powell
Lynn Cordner
Lynn Richardson
Margo Lausten
Mary Berelson
Mary Jo & Mark Johnson
Matthew & Gabriela O’Neil
Maureen Horvath
Melissa & Patrick Hodous
Melissa Long
Michael Griesmer
Michael Linnett
Mountain Hardware
& Sports
Nicole Folks
Patricia & Geoffrey Chin
Patricia & Paul Cardoza
Patti Brown
Paula Rachuy

Perennial Nursery, Inc
Stephen & Rondi Rembert
Peter Bosco
Steve Neft Construction
Peter Hanbury
Steve Randall
Phillipa & Dudley Nigg
Susan Detweiler
Plumas Bank
Susan Martinez &
R.S. Smith
Chris Omalley
Randy& Janie Sharp
Rebecca Bucar
Tahoe Oral Surgery &
Richard & Barbara Osborn
Implant Center
Richard Rohlf
Thomas & Terry Ross
Rick & Bobbie Andrs
Thomas Conk
Robert E.
Thomas Specht
Sutton Company, Inc.
Timothy & Karin Groden
Robert Papp
Roger Drosd
Tracy & Robert Nickelson
Ron & Vicki Decker
Tracy Giles
Ryan Stokes
Truckee Donner
Sabra Zwiers
Parks & Rec.
Sandy Horn
Truckee
Overhead Door
Sara Zaia
Truckee Tahoe Lumber
Sasha Spiegel
Schuyler & Joan Richardson
Veronica Derrick
Scott & Tresa Protzman
Virginia Donica
Sitkoff/O’Neil Accountancy
W. Arthur & Irene King
Star’s Snow Services
Waters Construction
Starbucks
Wendy Van Wazer
Stephanie &
Matthew Hanson 14 JANUARY – 10 FEBRUARY
Will Mendoza
MOONSHINEINK.COM
2021
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Counting Our 2020 Blessings

THANK YOU FOR

STEPPING UP for

EDUCATION
We met our fundraising goal and are
able to support TTUSD in purchasing
300 new Chromebook computers.
We appreciate the following businesses, organizations,
and the many individuals who generously supported
this important cause.
Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation
Tahoe City Rotary
Truckee Tahoe Airport
Raley’s O-N-E Market
Truckee Noon Rotary
Lopez Excavating
Pacific Crest
Wealth Planning
Ryan Group Architects

Soroptimist International
of Truckee Donner
Tahoe Getaways
Tahoe Sierra Board of
Realtors Foundation
Truckee Sunrise Rotary
Truckee Tahoe
Lumber Company
Truckee Optimist Club

Learn more at ExinEd.org.

HELPING PEOPLE AT
OR NEAR RETIREMENT

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Juliana Demarest

I think we can all agree that
2020 was a hell of a year,
testing us from start to
finish. But it wasn’t really
all bad, it’s just a matter of
perspective. It’s easy to feel
the weight of the world on
our shoulders, pensively
reflecting on the past year.
If you look a little closer, a
little deeper, however, you’ll
see the silver linings.
The thing about the human
spirit is that its beauty shines
brightest during the most
trying of times. As stay-athome orders were instated,
selfless random acts of
kindness spread faster than
the novel coronavirus itself.
It became a time for the little
things that often fall to the
wayside: spending quality
time with family, exploring
the outdoors, learning a
new hobby. In other words,
it’s been an opportunity to
become reacquainted with
ourselves and the things we
believe in and that make us
happy. The little things. But
really, the big things.
And the shining spirit keeps
on shining.

John C Manocchio, CFP,® CRPC®

WE TAKE YOUR FINANCIAL SUCCESS
VERY PERSONALLY!
Get a complimentary, no-obligation snapshot of your
progress toward meeting your retirement goals.

jmanocchio@wradvisors.com
myadvisor.wradvisors.com
11025 Pioneer Trail, Suite 208
Truckee, CA 96161
Waddell & Reed Inc. Member SIPC
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Some folks used the time to
explore their creative side,
and boy, did that mean
a landslide for Truckee
Community Theater. For
their 10-Minute Play
Festival, which this year
will be held at least in part
virtually in March, the
theater received over 300
scripts — more than seven
times the usual number.
The submissions came from
around the world including
the United Kingdom and
even a group of prisoners
in New York State who
were participating in a
theater program (p. 44).
Paying it forward became
a mantra during this
pandemic, and local
business Alpenglow Sports

M O O N S H I N E

I N K

experienced both ends. The
gear shop, whose Winter
Speaker Series has raised
$750,000 in 15 years for
area nonprofits, saw its
own karma come full circle
when the community rallied
to keep the shop from
becoming an economic
victim of the pandemic,
purchasing $100,000 worth
of gift cards in just a few
weeks. Owner Brendan
Madigan, overflowing
with gratitude, has since
extended a plea for the
public to direct its generosity toward local nonprofits
instead (p. 48).
The coronavirus pandemic
has touched nearly every
part of our lives in one way
or another, but while the
negatives have been plenty,
there have been just as
many positives.
Motivational speaker Tony
Robbins once said, “Life is
a gift and it offers us the
privilege, opportunity, and
responsibility to give something back by becoming
more.” Every day blesses us
with such an opportunity,
and to experience little
things that mean a lot. This
is true during and even
after this pandemic. Pay
a compliment, practice
patience, pursue your
passion, hold the door for
someone, pay it forward,
let your inner beauty shine.

S T A F F

“New year, new ______.” What is something you’re looking forward to “resetting” this new year?
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NEWS REPORTER

PHOTOGRAPHER

(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

(alex@moonshineink.com)

(wade@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

COPY EDITOR

CIRCULATION

(juliana@moonshineink.com)

(nina@moonshineink.com)

DIGITAL CONTENT EDITOR

GRAPHIC DESIGN

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Mayumi “connections” Elegado

Juliana “patience” Demarest

Becca “radical honesty” Loux
(becca@moonshineink.com)

Alex “priorities“ Hoeft

Nina “travel” Miller

Alex Hoeft
Sarah “horizons“ Miller
(sarah@moonshineink.com)

Wade “everything” Snider

Scott “gear” Robinson
Dawn Andreoni, Bill Dietz, Kara Fox,
Jackie Ginley, Tim Hauserman, Dave Jack,
Will Richardson, Charlotte Stodtmeister

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

530-412-3757

6

In this edition, Charlotte
Stodtmeister, an old soul
in the body of a 9-year-old,
shares what life has felt like
in distance learning with
a social bubble consisting
of only her immediate
family (p. 40). Though it’s
been tough not being with
friends, she recognizes the
quality time she’s spent
adventuring with her family. As the pandemic began
to take hold, Charlotte’s
grandmother started
sending weekly packages
filled with books. By the
end of August, she’d blown
through over a hundred
books, further cementing
her love of reading.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

ON THE COVER: ON A STREAK
ABOUT THE PHOTO | Always on the
lookout for witty sarcasm, tongue-in-cheek
comments, and photo ops, Nina stopped
to capture this marquee with no stars, but
stripes.

ABOUT THE ARTIST | Nina Miller can’t
wait to get off this mountain, onto a plane to
Europe, into a car for a roadtrip, and into the
CBC for a show.
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NEWS

HOME FRONT

8 | The Latest
Snippets of our most recent coronavirus
coverage; go online to read the full stories

37 | Market Watch
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The pandemic-driven boom continues.

14 | You Asked. They Answered.
Do pollinators winter here?

39 | Space it Up!
Dodge the draft with a

16 | $pecial Districts
What are the perks for special district
board members?

home-energy audit
MOUNTAIN LIFE

18 | News Briefs
Forest service acquires two of the last large
parcels of undeveloped land in the region;
NLTRA secures TBID green light; more

40 | Kids’ Perspective
Pandemic reflections from a 9-year-old
48 | Feel Good

20 | In the Past
Tales of Tahoe column was an institution.

Full-circle karma for Alpenglow Sports
SOUL KITCHEN

22 | Business Feature
Truckee meets the VirusKiller
24 | Business Briefs
Vail reports major losses for first fiscal
quarter of 2021; Nevada County
announces pick for Public Health Officer
role; more
33 | Think Local
Boosting business during the pandemic;
Tahoe Basics is about community; where
we shop

42 | Ding, Dong! Dinner!
Are meal delivery services worth it?
SPORTS & OUTDOORS
43 | In Top Form
READY, AIM: On Dec. 23, nurses and aides with Washoe County Public Health District
administered COVID-19 vaccinations to local first responders, frontline workers, and other
medical personnel. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

TAP CALENDAR
46 | What’s Happening?

11 | Airport ATM

Featured community events

Common talk says the airport is flush with cash.
Here’s a look behind the curtain at the district’s community benefit
funding, a part of which is undergoing an overhaul in 2021.

26 | 2021 Hit List

47 | Get Out & Go
Morning meetings keep you

YOUR CANVAS

Almost nothing could have prepared us for 2020.

50 | Puzzle Page

In such calamitous times, it’s important to remember history.

Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;

Here’s a look at the region’s key issues, how the Ink covered

a challenge

31 | Readers Reflect
COVID; Placer County taxes; letters to
Postmaster Seville; more

them last year, and what to expect in 2021.

51 | Parting Shot
Things aren’t always as they a-pier

C O N T R I B U T O R S
DAVE JACK graduated with a B.A. in
business marketing from the University of
Colorado Boulder. He’s worked for 13 years
as a certified personal trainer and specializes
in corrective exercise, performance
enhancement, functional movement, fitness
nutrition, weight loss, metabolic, and
pre-/postnatal fitness. Find his couchpotato workout on p. 43.

CHARLOTTE STODTMEISTER — Chuck
to family and friends — is a fourth grader
at North Star Online School. She enjoys
reading (especially Harry Potter), playing
soccer, riding her bike, rollerblading, and
watching movies. She hopes to become
a NASA engineer when she grows up.
She shares her thoughts on being socially
distanced during the pandemic on p. 40.

JACKIE GINLEY is a top-producing real
estate agent, licensed in California and
Nevada. She has owned property at
Tahoe for 20 years, and formerly lived in
the San Francisco Bay Area, where she
worked as an award-winning journalist.
Read up on the latest in the Tahoe real
estate market on p. 38.

KARA FOX is a longtime journalist and
16-year resident of Tahoe. She teaches
journalism at Sierra Nevada University
in Incline Village, works at Trunk Show
in Tahoe City, and hangs her beanie up
at night in Tahoe Vista, where she lives
with her 13-year-old son, two cats, and a
feisty Chihuahua. See her profile of Tahoe
Basics, p. 34.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

and announcements

in-the-know.

10 | Moonshine Member
Mitch Clarin says there is no local without
local news
28 | My Shots
2020, a blessing or a curse?; the stage
may be for you; NLTRA’s rebuttal

A R T S & C U LT U R E
TCT sees a burst of pandemic creativity

NEWS

6 | Editor’s Note
2020 wasn’t all bad

Hey, couch potatoes! This one’s for you!

44 | The Show Must Go On(line)!

F E AT U R E S

OPINION
4 | Do Tell
Will you take the vaccine when you can?
Why or why not?

38 | How’s the Market?

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the
second Thursday of each month. Opinions
and conclusions expressed are those of
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a Member at
moonshineink.com/contribute. For advertising
info, email sales@moonshineink.com.
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe.
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper.
Issue

Deadline

11 Feb – 10 March
11 March – 7 April
8 April – 12 May

29 Jan
26 Feb
26 March

These are the drop-dead deadlines.
However, if you want your submission
considered, please send in early.
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.
10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph | (530) 587-3635 fax
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The year began and the pandemic didn’t end. Yet we are transitioning; in
government leadership on all levels, into phased vaccine distribution, and into a
period of planning for the future.
It’s 2021 and the region is crying tears of snow, rain, and snain, washing
away a year that tested us and stretched us to our limits. While we aren’t

NEWS

seeing the rainbow dreams painted on hopeful March and April business
windows yet, Tahoe has learned through adversity that the way forward is
tough, but together it’s doable. Head online to check out our recent coverage
of the virus and its current effects on commerce and community.

By Alex Hoeft
Published Dec. 21

By Melissa Siig
Published Dec. 21

Local COVID-19 Vaccinations, ICU Availability,
and Improving Testing Capacity
Though the battle against the novel
coronavirus continues and the
number of positive cases soars,
reinforcements have appeared on a
local level.
As vaccines trickle throughout the
United States into the hands —
and arms — of healthcare workers,
Tahoe Forest Hospital received its
own batch in mid-December. In
addition to the top prioritized frontline workers for the vaccination are
residents of TFH’s skilled nursing facility.
Increased testing capacity and re-established lockdowns have also
emerged to curb the spread of COVID-19, though the stark reality
remains: We’re not out of the tunnel yet.

Full story on moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/vaccines-and-icu-capacity

By Moonshine staff
Published regularly

The Reason We Have a Season
On the first storm day in December, the lodge at Alpine Meadows
was eerily empty. It was noon on a wet and cold Sunday, and
normally the cafeteria would be bustling with skiers and riders looking to warm up and grab some food before heading back out on the
slopes. The lodge’s fireplace was crackling with a cozy fire, yet not
a soul was enjoying its warmth. Of the dozens and dozens of lunch
tables in the cavernous space, not a single one was occupied. There
were no lines for food, only a lone skier perusing the cafeteria’s
offerings. When I asked the cashier behind the plastic partition if
this was normal for a Sunday lunch hour, the answer was a resounding no.
Nothing is normal about the year 2020, and ski resorts are no
exception. Although ski passholders will see many changes, especially at the base area, skiing itself remains the same. And in a year
when so much is closed, the fact that skiing remains open provides
a small sense of normalcy during a time when that word has become
almost obsolete.

Full story on moonshineink.com/reason-for-the-season
Got a tip? Email us at editors@moonshineink.com.

8

14 JANUARY – 10 FEBRUARY 2021

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Coronavirus Rolling Updates
A new strain is invading from the
United Kingdom. As for the original
novel coronavirus, cases have been on
the rise once more locally, with ICU
capacity in the Greater Sacramento
region as a whole disallowing Tahoe/
Truckee from moving into a less-regulated tier of pandemic response (at
press time). Local testing continues
at nearly double the capacity thanks to a recent expansion. However, holiday
get-togethers yielded long lines (pictured) leading up to the new year.
With news coming at us fast during COVID-time, we relaunched our rolling
updates.

Visit moonshineink.com/tahoe-news/corona-updates

Do you miss us on the radio?
Visit moonshineink.com to give us feedback on
Moonshine Minutes that aired on KTKE in 2020

SOCIALIZE
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

LUXURIOUS
ALPINE LIVING
An intimate collection of new mountain modern homes in the heart of Squaw Valley.
The Palisades at Squaw Valley provides
thoughtful, contemporary design and floor
plans with modern convenience for the way
families live, engage, and play today.
Limited Availability.
(530) 414-9177

palisadesatsquaw.com/adventure

The information provided is for informational purposes only, and is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of offers to buy any investment or property. In particular, nothing is intended to be an offer to sell property
to, or a solicitation of offers from, residents from any state that require prior registration or qualification of real estate. The statements set forth herein are summary in nature, not intended to be complete,
and should not be relied upon in making any investment decisions. Offers to acquire property will only be made pursuant to separate complete set of purchase and sale documents to be provided by Palisades
Sales and Marketing and prospective purchasers should review all such documents carefully and should seek competent legal, tax and financial advice in connection therewith. No property view is guaranteed
and views may be altered by subsequent development and construction at the project. Dimensions, sizes, specifications, furnishings, layouts, and materials are approximate only and subject to change without
notice. Window sizes, layouts, configurations and ceiling heights may vary from condominium to condominium. DRE #01781565. Equal Housing Opportunity.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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THE LOCAL THREAD
THAT BINDS

COMMITTED TO COMMUNITY: Moonshine member Mitch Clarin feels strongly that staying connected
means having local factual insights and information. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

shine
MOONSHINE INK

MEMBER

Membership
Update

Let’s just say that without local journalism, there is no
local. No local pride, no local connection, no local politics,
nothing. It’s our wonderful affiliations that specifically set
Tahoe/Truckee apart from anywhere else on earth. No matter what side of the coin you sit on, we all have our region’s
best interests at heart. That’s about as local as you can get.
And Moonshine Ink is a key structure that keeps that local
pride, that local connection, even local politics, alive and
connected. It’s Moonshine Ink’s local journalism that makes
being a local a local.

The Ink has the capacity for super in-depth reporting, with investigative and professional journalism. It’s Moonshine Ink I turn to when I am in need of local information.
When I need to get back to feeling local again. To remember why I moved here in the
first place many, many … many years ago. To correctly remind me of my love for our
local environment.
It is a travesty how local journalism has been pushed out of the limelight in most of
mainstream America, probably the world. How lucky we are to have local journalism
in the form of Moonshine Ink alive and kicking, staying strong and keeping going that
thread of continuity all local communities need. There is no better way to stay locally
connected than to have factual information at your fingertips. Not just accurate, but
also easily accessible, which Moonshine is.
Further, it needs to come from local sources, real people vested in the local
community. Words you can trust written by people you see every day, out and
about sucking in that local air, that local vibe, seeing the same local environment,
being a part of the same local community.
What a great day it is when my edition of Moonshine Ink arrives in my mailbox! One
of the better donations I have made this year was to the paper which entitles me
to find the latest issue in my mailbox immediately after it is published. Oh, the joy
of opening the latest edition and learning what my neighbors are up to, anybody
or anything from Truckee Springs to the goings-on at public utility districts, from
chimney sweeping to pandemic puppies.
What a warm feeling I receive knowing I have contributed to local journalism, which
in turn is an extension of the local community. We live in a great place and Moonshine
Ink heavily contributes to its greatness.
Thank you, Moonshine Ink, for being my home-grown thread of constant, consistent,
in-depth, local, professional reporting.
~ Mitch Clarin is committed to serving his community. He is a founding member of the
Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe (CATT), was treasurer for Tahoe Sierra Board
of Realtors (TSBOR), and was the chair of the Tahoe Donner® Architectural Standards
Committee (TDASC) for more than eight years.
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MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

HERO $1,200+ annually

Heather Boger | Steve Teshara

WARRIOR $600+ annually

GUARDIAN $300+ annually

John & Dagny Borcich
Jeff Dalton
Roxanne Duffield
Kathleen Eagan &
James Duffy
Mike & Pam English
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Steven Jolly
Stefanie Olivieri
Rick Stephens
Ken & Lynne Weakley
Michael Witherspoon
Lois Zell
Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs
The Rayfield Family

Lisa Ascher
Walter Auerbach
Tom Ballou
Alison Bermant
Sierra College
Ruth Cross
Gary Davis
Kristi Denton
Cohen
Ann Diemer
Jessie Eastman
Dan Haas
Jon Hartung
(Anonymous
Donor)
Gretchen Corbin
KC Seymour
Andie Keith
(Anonymous
Donor)

SUSTAINER

Christopher
Kohlhardt
Lisa Laliotis
Laurel & Tom
Lippert
Dale Livezey
Jeff Loux
(Anonymous
Donor)
Mike Richardson
Clay & Lori Richey
Andrew Ryan
Laura & Mike Ryan
Scott Ryan
Chris Ryman
M.C. Sabarese
Jimmy Self
Kathryn Shaffer
Ian Simmons
Georgia Smith

Lee & Teri Smith
Heather Solomon
Jeanette &
Andrew Terry
Nelson & Edna
Van Gundy
Kimberly Warren
Tom Watson
Jennifer Wayman
Jane Weeks
Brian Wright
Jan & Louise
Zabriskie
Cedar Glen Lodge

$120+ annually

Tanya Africa
Doug & Pat Allen
Eddy Ancinas
(Anonymous Donor)
Kerry Andras
Elizabeth Archer
Paul & Alice Arthur
Eve & Roger Auch
Maxwell L. Bailey
Paul Barna
Daniel Beringer
Jean Bertrand
Candy Blesse
Mary Blocher
Jennifer Bloomfield
Virginia Boucher
Barbara Boyce
Beth Bradford
Kim Bradley
(Anonymous Donor)
Karen Bradshaw
Lucila Bratt
Melissa Brendt
Hailey Brewer
Carla Brown
Laura Brown
Pete Bucter
Tara Buffington
David Bunker
Coralie Burgess
Dale & Joan Bush
Scott Cadagan
Stacy Caldwell
Valeria & George Cano
Jen Carlile
The Carr Sick Family
Jamie Casey
Mark Charney
Megan Chillemi
(Anonymous Donor)
Mitch Clarin
Michele Coleman
Brent Collinson
Nanette Cronk
Peter Crosby
Breeze & Sue Cross
Mary & Paul Cushing
Courtney Dabney
Colleen Dalton
Gayle Dana
Marsha Demarest
(Anonymous Donor)
Jack & Lynda Detling
Drew Deurlington
Bret Dezordo
Seana Doherty
Brian & Joy Doyle
Kevin Drake
Sara Dube
Dennis & Leslie Dugger
James Easterbrook
Susane Eaton
Ingrid Eccles
Tom & Deb Echenique
Ellie Beals
Valerie Elder

Jen Ellermeyer
Lois Ermak
Vivian Euzent
Michael Eyton-lloyd
Trevor Fagerskog
Chris Fajkos
Shannon Falker
David Fenimore
Michele Finch
Christa Finn
Julia Flaherty-Lawrence
Wendy Floersch
Patrick Flora
Carolyn Fox
Kay Fox
Kathy Freeman
Sharon & David Freeman
Judy Friedman
Chris Gallagher
Isabelle Geiger
Lynn Gibson
Rolf Godon
Danny & Anne Goeschl
Christine Gordon
Mike Gorman
Pat Gregor
Gail Griesmer
Timea & Scott Griset
Arthur Grossman
Ron Grove
(Anonymous Donor)
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Plane
and
Clear
A look behind the curtain at the
airport district’s well known
community benefit funding
BY MAYUMI ELEGADO & ALEX HOEFT | Moonshine Ink
GROUND CONTROL: The Truckee Tahoe Airport District’s boundaries are as far-reaching as the hospital’s and schools’, covering both Placer and Nevada counties, lakeside communities to the mountain town of
Truckee, and all its neighborhoods. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

C

ommon talk in our community says the airport
is made of money and those seeking funds have
been taking notice. Between 2003 and 2019, the
Truckee Tahoe Airport District spent $16,723,472
in non-aviation investments within its boundaries.
The list of beneficiaries grows every year, and many
candidates in recent elections highlight these funds
as a point of interest. Not everyone agrees with
the special district's actions, wondering why the
airport is spending money on youth sports or land
purchases.
But in fact, community benefit is a stated mission
of the airport and its general manager, Kevin Smith,
sees it as a moral imperative.
“We’re flying airplanes and jets in and out of
here and making noise,” Smith said. “We remind
people we’re here and … we feel an obligation to
get out there, see what we can do as an airport
district to provide benefit in the community at

large while at the same time implementing
our mission.”
With other funding restricted, the airport’s property
tax revenue, roughly $7 million for 2021, is the
source of money for community-benefit bestowal.
What once was a couple hundred dollars gifted
to local Little League teams has morphed into a
calculated process to fund regional trails,
a new pool, affordable housing, and more.
“A lot of people think we’re flush with cash; we’re
not,” Smith stated. “But our board does allocate
a certain amount of money every year for agency
partnerships and community sponsorships because
we think it’s really, really important to help support
some of those things.”

board and executive staff expect a more competitive
process in years to come. That, and some former and
current board members want to see a more regional
approach to the funding of projects.
“If we are going to be making decisions with regard
to that [property tax] money that is not about
runways or not about maintenance on the field,” said
David Diamond, one of the newest board members.
“I feel like we have to be careful that it truly is a
benefit to everybody who paid into that pot.”

Piloting the Program

Allotted annual funds have thus far been able to
cover the needs of interested parties, but as the
money is used in higher profile situations, the airport

Donations to the local community have existed in one
form or another for a long time. Smith, who took the
helm of the district in 2010, guesses the airport has
offered various regional contributions since the 1960s
(the district was formed in 1958). The disbursements
run the gamut, from small amounts for youth sports
uniforms to six figures supporting other agencies.

CLEARING THE PATH:
Push for change to the
airport district’s community
funding programs revolves
around growing interest
for a region-wide approach
and collaboration between
special districts. “We’re not
a bunch of fiefdoms and
kingdoms trying to push
everyone away,” said Kevin
Smith, general manager of
the Truckee Tahoe Airport
District.

One such large transaction in 2015/16 triggered a careful look at the district’s community spending. When
the Truckee-Donner Recreation and Park District
sought to close a funding gap for its new aquatic
center, it approached the airport. Building requirements from being within the airport’s impact zone
increased construction costs — such as heavier beams
and sturdier window glass to handle the impacts of a
potential aircraft accident. Recognizing this, and with
considerable support from the community who showed
up to board meetings on the topic, the airport provided
$945,000 in partnership funding.
See AIRPORT p. 12

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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LIVE-WORK DEAL: The Truckee Tahoe Airport District holds a partnership with developer Rick Lee
and his Lizzando Housing Project. Currently, there are two units behind Smokey’s in Truckee that, when
available, are offered first to interested airport employees. The full project allows the construction of
20 additional units, which Lee is in the process of facilitating with the Town of Truckee. At the moment,
no airport staff lives on-site. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

AIRPORT from p. 11

“It’s a clear benefit and a clear mitigation partnership measure that the
airport contributed to the construction
costs of that building based on the
impact associated with the normal
flight path,” said Hardy Bullock,
the airport’s director of aviation and
community services. “I think it was an

enlightening moment for everybody
that the airport has an impact but also
plays a positive role in constructing
things that everybody shares benefits
from, so the pool was the start of that.”
Yet district staff and board realized
that funding the pool was going to
open the door for other interested
parties with projects needing money,

said Lisa Wallace, a former TTAD
board member who served two full
terms starting in 2012. She joined
an ad hoc committee to officialize a
community-money program. From
this process, a new policy 311 was
adopted Dec. 22, 2015, outlining the
district’s strategy to accept solicitations for both the smaller community
sponsorships and the more hefty
agency partnerships.

partnership submission guide and
application (for external use), and
program handbook (for internal use).

Wallace sees great promise in the
agency partnerships, but an aspect
for which she pushed hard was
“explicit action” from partnering
agencies through formal resolutions,
to encourage transparent accountability. The first version of the 311 policy
didn’t require this stipulation, but a
subsequent update established it.

In general, partnerships between
agencies are fairly common, Smith
emphasized, “we’re not the only
government agency doing that.”

“I remain a proponent of special
districts, the counties, and the towns
working together to the best way we
can to bring money and goals and
programs together to serve the constituents in ways that are as coordinated
and collaborative as we can get,”
Wallace said. “Policy 311 is one way
that can happen — it’s not the only way
that can happen, but it’s one way.”
Under Policy 311 in its current form,
the community sponsorship program
provides cash funding up to $3,000
to nonprofits or public organizations
that have successfully applied; recipients are selected by executive airport
staff. The larger amounts fall under
the agency partnership category
($3,001 and up), which go to other
special districts or local governments,
and are voted on by airport board
members.
Normally both 311-policy programs
are on rolling deadlines throughout
the year, but the Agency Partnership
Program was put on hiatus in January
2020 due to popularity and a need for
prioritization.
“In past years we’ve always had
enough funding to meet the demands
that were coming to us,” Smith
explained. “We saw in 2020 that
wasn’t going to be the case, so the
board said, let’s really take a closer
look at this and see if there’s some
improvements we can make.”
A rehaul of the 311 policy, board
members and staff agreed, was in
order. The board is slated to discuss
proposed revisions to the Agency
Partnership Program on Jan. 27,
an agenda item that was postponed
from Oct. 28, 2020. The staff report
proposes a number of revisions,
including an updated, 20-page agency
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But it’s important to note that not
all community funding falls under
the 311 policy. For example, some
projects are classified as service
agreements, where the airport pays
for work rendered or are otherwise
initiated by the staff and board.

“PI-311 is really a tool for the community, whether they be nonprofits, public
agencies, etc., to have a defined path
to approach our district to see if we
have interest in partnering on a project
they are working on or something
they desire to see accomplished that
benefits our common constituents,” he
explained in an email.
Rick Stephens, board member since
2016 and just re-elected in 2020, wrote
in an email that he “ran on spending
more TTAD property tax in the communities that pay that property tax.”
In 2017, Stephens said, according to his
calculations the district spent approximately $500,000 in the community.
That number has increased each year to
approximately $1.5 million in 2020.
California state law is lenient when
allowing special districts to determine
what qualifies as community benefit
under their enabling statute — power to
act is expected to be determined by the
governing body rather than by a court.
Past partnerships by the airport
include $85,000 to Tahoe Area
Mountain Biking Association and
North Tahoe Public Utility District for
trail restoration along Highway 267 to
Kings Beach, and half a million to the
Truckee Springs project. In the community sponsorship camp, the TTAD
has provided $3,000 to the Tahoe
Community Nursery School, $1,500
to the North Tahoe High School swim
team, and $1,000 to Girls on the Run Sierras, among many others.
For fiscal year 2021, the board of
directors set aside $100,000 for community sponsorships and $1,688,477
for large-scale partnerships. The
money for community sponsorships
was chosen with COVID-19 in mind
and a lack of applicants during 2020
thanks to so many canceled events
($53,000 of the allotted $70,000 was
distributed). The $100,000 in theory
will help the expected surge for the
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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new year. “It’s very rare for us to turn
someone away,” Bullock said.

WHAT ONCE WAS A COUPLE
HUNDRED DOLLARS GIFTED TO
LOCAL LITTLE LEAGUE TEAMS HAS
MORPHED INTO A CALCULATED
PROCESS TO FUND REGIONAL
TRAILS, A NEW POOL, AFFORDABLE
HOUSING, AND MORE.

“And then on the other side, they usually [set aside] a million dollars from the
property tax allocation for the partnership
program, but it’s divided into three buckets
essentially,” GM Smith said. “There’s
transportation money, there’s housing money,
and then there’s [the 311 policy] partnership
money. They’ll move the money back and forth
and around as requests come forward.”
Just over $688,000 of the agency partnerships
is set aside for multi-year commitments made
by the board prior to 2021 supporting the TART
Free Fare Project, Mountain Housing Council,
and Aim High, among others. That leaves $1
million at the discretion of the board in 2021.
Even when budgeted, the district has not always
spent all of the money allocated for community
spending, Smith said. “It is typically true that [the
board does] not spend the full amount budgeted.”

Redefining the ‘airport ATM’
When considering the far-reaching fingers of the
airport district, Diamond, who began his board
member term on Dec. 11, 2020, likes to think of
Tahoma. The community, though about a 40-minute drive from the airport on a good day, is part of
the district and thus its residents pay into the airport
property tax coffers.
“When I was campaigning, I saw a lot of people in
that area who didn’t even realize we had an airport,”
Diamond said. “You don’t see it on your property tax
statement; you don’t see ‘airport’ and then a dollar
figure. It’s lumped. Basically, unless you’ve been
educated on this, you’d have no idea. I always think
of them with regard to, they’re paying into this tax
pool and are basically benefitting from nothing the
airport provides unless they’re flyers.”
Diamond wants the proposed 311 policy update to
focus on funding projects and programs with full
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regional benefits. Right now, he compares the two
programs to an ATM: “If you want money, you go to
the airport board and you stand in line like you’re at
an ATM and you ask the ATM for money.”
Rather than providing money to whatever organization or agency might want it, Diamond “would like
to see the airport focus on building partnerships
with the other agencies, prioritize the majority of
that money in our budget toward funding the bigger
regional-wide benefit programs, and then after that,
focusing on the individual partnerships.”
The Tahoe Truckee Workforce Housing Agency, a
joint powers agreement that seeks housing for its
and other agencies’ employees,
is a type of project he wants to
see more of. Forming the JPA in
2020 through a resolution was
the significant action, Smith said,
but the district also contributed
$30,000 in 2020 from the housing
bucket of community funds.
The TTAD’s legal counsel, Josh
Nelson, noted in a staff report
explaining the recommended 311
policy changes that applicants
“simply providing a benefit to
the surrounding community or
generating goodwill is insufficient.
Rather, we need to tie the partnership to some dignified airport
purpose.”

HEAVY-DUTY POOL: Because the building lies within an “airport safety zone,” the
indoor community swimming pool at the Truckee-Donner Recreation and Park District was
constructed with additional heavy-duty beams, windows, and support to better withstand
a potential aircraft accident. Because of its influence on construction requirements, the
airport district helped fund the aquatic center. Photo courtesy TDRPD
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

airport impacts) offered to provide insight to
directors regarding the Agency Partnership Program.
The board agreed and directed staff to incorporate
ACAT recommendations into the 311 policy
revisions. Stacy Caldwell, CEO of the Tahoe Truckee
Community Foundation with 20 years of experience
as a grant maker and a current ACAT member,
played a significant role both in requesting that the
board seek guidance from the citizen advisory group
and providing ideas to rehaul the policy. Emily Vitas,
who oversees the JPA workforce housing agency and
is a former TTCF employee, also played a significant
role in crafting the proposed policy-311 overhaul.
“Believe it or not, giving away money is one of the
hardest things you can do in a fair, transparent, and
for the greatest good way,” Caldwell said.
ACAT’s recommendations to disperse that money
responsibly included “clearly and publicly” announcing
the program and its upcoming deadlines, considering
an annual strategic focus (like housing, forest health,
STEAM, etc.), providing expectations appropriate
for the requested dollar amount (“A $300 sponsorship does not require the same level of follow-up and
involvement as a $100,000 partnership,” stated the
specific suggestion); and conducting public opinion
surveys to understand the long-term effects of the
funding programs.
Caldwell shared with Moonshine personal thoughts
on further guidelines for the airport in community
spending: “Public funds should co-mingle with public
funds that feel right,” and high-dollar capital projects
would be a fitting priority.
Overall, Caldwell described the ongoing updates
of the 311 policy and airport community-spending
in general as “an example of slow, grinding public
process that finally works,” and one that other
special districts in the region should adopt.
“To me, this is a story of an organization maturing
and relying on really good governance and processes
to make some decisions,” she said.
If this is commonplace at local government, why
does the airport get so much scrutiny?
“I think the airport has been an incredibly generous, forward-thinking, community-based agency,”
Caldwell continued. “When you step into that light,
you call attention to yourself, which I think is probably a ‘no good deed goes unpunished’ thing. But this
should be happening across all of our agencies.”

At the May 22, 2019 board
meeting, members of the Airport
Community Advisory Team
(a community-volunteer
committee focused on minimizing
MOONSHINEINK.COM

MORE ONLINE
Find a direct link to the board packet
outlining the district’s community spending
since 2003 on moonshineink.com.
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DO POLLINATORS
STAY IN TAHOE/
TRUCKEE DURING
THE WINTER?
You Asked.

They Answered.
It depends on the pollinator in question. The
dominant plants in the region, certainly in terms
of biomass, are the coniferous trees that make up
our forests. As with grasses, conifers are windpollinated, and winds can certainly be present
during the winter months! However, I suspect this
question is asking about the myriad animals that
pollinate the great diversity of flowering plants
found here.
The vast majority of pollinators are insects,
most importantly bees, butterflies, wasps, flies,
beetles, and moths. This is an incredibly diverse
group, and as such, they display a wide variety of
overwintering strategies, though a given species
typically only adopts one. Wasps generally hibernate as adults, most often as fertilized females,
but different species may hibernate at different
life stages. Many hoverflies and flower flies hibernate as pupae or sleep away the winter months as
adults. The diversity of beetles that visit flowers is
staggering, and different species have evolved to
overwinter as eggs, caterpillars, pupae, or adults.
In every case, these insects must seek a sheltered
space to wait out the cold season, and many will
produce sugars to act as antifreeze to protect
their delicate tissues.
Our local butterflies also may overwinter as any
of the life stages, depending on the species. For
those that hibernate as adults, like the hardy
species Mourning Cloaks (Nymphalis antiopa),
a couple of weeks of warm weather can stir them

from their
sleep. You can
occasionally find
adults flitting
over the snow,
looking for a
taste of tree sap, animal feces, rotten fruit, or
other such gross substances in mid-winter. When
the weather starts to turn again, they quickly
retreat to a crevice behind peeling bark or find
similar shelter, to await the return of spring. Some
of our butterflies (most notably monarchs, Danaus
plexippus and California tortoiseshells, N. californica) and quite a few of our moths migrate to
lower latitudes or elevations, often to overwinter
as adults in milder climates. Other species, like
painted ladies, Vanessa cardui, migrate from Tahoe
to reproduce in a warmer climate, with spring
migrants passing back through before the snow
has melted.
Bees are arguably the most important pollinators,
central to the planet’s biodiversity (and human
food security), and the only group of insects that
actively collects pollen for transfer (most animal
pollinators are after nectar or directly consume the
pollen). This too is a diverse group (about 1,500
species in California), with a likewise diversified
array of overwintering strategies. Bumble bee
(Bombus sp.) queens hibernate as fertilized adults
in a shallow hole in the ground, often under a root
or on a gentle slope. Bumble bees fatten up for
the winter like bears do, filling a specialized honey

EARLY BIRD: Anna’s Hummingbirds used to only occur in
Tahoe as late-summer, upslope dispersers. These days they
regularly stay much longer, returning to Truckee as early as
Feb. 14 in some years. Storms drive these early arrivals back
downhill until they can return for the season, usually by late
April. ShaneCotee/bigstockphoto.com

stomach with nectar that, when full, can account
for 90% of the bee’s body weight.
Most solitary bee species overwinter in a nest
chamber, either as pupae or fully-developed
adults that have not yet emerged. Depending on
the kind, these nests can be down in the soil (an
estimated 70% of all bee species), in a hollow
plant stem, or perhaps a hole chewed in the siding
of your home. Honeybees are not native to this
continent, but they are nonetheless widespread
either as cultivated or feral colonies. The colonies
form a winter cluster around the queen, going
nearly dormant, and occasionally shivering to keep
warm.
One of the most conspicuous pollinators during
July and August is the Rufous Hummingbird
(Selasphorus rufus). During these months, you
can watch the tiny birds visiting successions
of red, pink, or orange flowers of the crimson
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columbine (Aqiulegia formosa), paintbrushes
and owl-clovers (Castelleja), gilias (Ipomopsis),
and penstemons. Interestingly, these birds do
not breed at Tahoe, but represent southbound
migrants returning from the Cascades and
northern Rockies, with the first males arriving
by mid-June.

longer migration, heading to Mexico and Central
America.

You can greatly enhance overwinter pollinator
survival in your yard by being an untidy gardener
and leaving any old bark, logs, or rocks where
they lie, brush piles unburned, cane fruit and
other hollow-stemmed shrubs
unpruned, soil undisturbed,
YOU CAN GREATLY ENHANCE OVERWINTER
and especially any piles of
POLLINATOR SURVIVAL IN YOUR YARD BY
leaves untouched, until late
BEING AN UNTIDY GARDENER.
spring. This last one is less
important with regards to the
pine needles that pile deeply in Tahoe/Truckee
Given their small bodies and high metabolisms,
yards, but deciduous leaf cover is so vitally
mountain-dwelling hummingbirds have evolved
important to overwintering pollinators, especially
to put themselves into a deep state of torpor to
moths and butterflies, that the Xerces Society
make it through each night. As you likely know,
has a created a “Leave the Leaves” campaign.
Truckee often registers the lowest temperatures
in the nation during summer nights. Males
For more information on what you can do to
also may make a nightly migration to higher
help local pollinators throughout the calendar
elevations, to escape cold air that sinks, associyear, give us a call at the Tahoe Institute for
ated with temperature inversions. Females of
Natural Science or visit tinsweb.org!
our locally-breeding calliope hummingbird (S.
calliope), the smallest bird in the United States,
~ Will Richardson, executive director of Tahoe
have to sit tight on their eggs, so nightly “miniInstitute for Natural Science
hibernations” are a critically important survival
strategy. However, hummingbirds cannot
Compiled by Mayumi Elegado
hibernate through the winter and migrate to
warmer climates, where flowers and insects are
available year-round. Our Anna’s Hummingbirds
YOU ASKED?
(Calypte anna) simply move to lower elevations,
Readers submit questions and we find the right
and I have had a male return to my yard in
people to answer them. Submit your query to
Glenshire as early as Valentine’s Day — during
editors@moonshineink.com.
a snowstorm! The other species commit to a

PAINTED LADIES retreat to breed in southern deserts for the
winter. The next generation of adults begins migrating back
north through Tahoe in March, often in huge numbers. They can
be seen streaming past the highest peaks and ridges when the
weather is mild. Photo by Evan/iNaturalist
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$pecial Districts Unit

Benefits, compensation, and commitment expectations for our local elected officials
BY BECCA LOUX
Moonshine Ink

In the Tahoe/Truckee government ecosystem, where myriad
small, niche local agencies provide the vertebrae for an intricate
backbone of leadership, “central” isn’t really applicable.
Copious elected boards are collectively our public servants.
But they receive in turn for serving, usually in the form of
compensation and benefits, with a range of exceptions and
variations.
Some of the region’s board positions merely require candidates
to live within their district boundaries, while the Town of
Truckee requires a “nomination” process with at least 20

signatures. Size of stipends and lists of benefits run the gamut:
Direct monetary compensation ranges from Tahoe Truckee
Unified School District’s unpaid board positions to IVGID
trustees’ $9,000 a year salary. Some positions provide full
medical insurance, including for family, while others don’t, but
include regional perks like free golf or downhill snow sports.
This chart displays each district’s prerequisites for entry,
benefits and compensation, as well as average number of
annual meetings and their length each to give a sense of time
commitment.

THE SPECIAL DISTRICTS are de facto local government for many communities in
the region, such as in unincorporated Tahoe City, where the utilities district is the
most central governing body. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Jurisdiction

Qualifications

Donner Summit Public Utility District

Incline Village General
Improvement District

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Live and be registered to
vote in district; $30 filing fee

Benefits

Compensation

Monthly allowance equivalent to the healthcare
plan premium for district
employees, depending on
age of director

Per regular board meeting, president:
$300, vice president: $275, directors:
$250; $125 for special meetings; up to
$4,800 a year

12-18 at 2-3 hours

Trustees receive compensation “if the
budget is adequate and a majority
of the members … vote in favor”
of it. In April 2006, the board voted
unanimously to increase the yearly
compensation to $9,000 per year

24 at 1-5 hours

One free visit to each
IVGID venue per week
for business purposes;
10% discount on food
and beverages, 20%
discount on merchandise
(same as residents);
business lunch expenses
compensated.

Meetings*

Same health insurance
plans as employees
available, but at full cost

North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District

North Tahoe Fire Protection District
North Tahoe Public Utility District

16
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Live and be registered
to vote in district

Public Employees
Retirement System
(29.25% of gross salary)

$300 per month

12 at 1-2 hours

Live and be registered to vote
within the geographical area
of the seat one is running for

Paid health insurance

$20 per meeting

12 at 2 hours

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Payment of medical/dental premiums, same as
employees (plus family)

$400 per month

20 at 4 hours

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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DON’T GET BOARD: While the board of directors of the North Tahoe Public Utility District
plays a vital role in maintaining park areas like these (left) on the North Shore, meetings
lately have been held in virtual spaces only. The NTPUD’s sister agency is the Truckee
Donner Public Utility District, whose board is pictured below at their Jan. 6 meeting over
Zoom. Photos courtesy NTPUD, TDPUD respectively

Jurisdiction

Benefits

Qualifications

Compensation

Meetings*

Be registered to vote in district

Elective reimbursement
of health, welfare benefits up to the amount
paid for the equivalent,
non-safety employees’
packages

$100 per meeting

12 at 2-4 hours

Live in district; trustee area;
candidates must file in Placer,
Nevada, Sacramento, and
El Dorado counties

Entitled to same level
of pre-tax benefits
as district employees
through what’s called a
cafeteria plan

$441 maximum monthly stipend, paid
only if meetings are attended, prorated
by number of meetings

13 at 3 hours

Be registered to vote in district

Up to $6,000 per year
reimbursement for eligible medical expenses
for directors/family

$600 per month

15 at 4 hours
(board);
8 at 1 hour
(committee)

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Fully paid health
insurance (plus family)

$400 per month; business/travel expenses
reimbursed

24 at 4 hours

Live and be registered to vote
in district; trustee area

Paid health insurance
incl. medical, dental,
vision, and life (plus
family)

Unpaid; mileage/expense reimbursement

30 at 2-3 hours

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Medical, dental, and
vision insurance

$100 per meeting up to $500 per month

24 at 1.5 hours
(committee)
3.5 hours (board)

Live and be registered to vote in
the Town of Truckee. Nomination
with at least 20 signatures.

None

$645 per month, regardless of number
of meetings

36 at 3 hours

Permanent residency in
Nevada or Placer County

Medical, dental, vision,
prescription insurance
(plus family)

$400 per month, regardless of number
of meetings

15 at 1-3 hours

Truckee-Donner Recreation
and Park District

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Use of district facilities,
20% off contract classes
and district programs,
quarterly pool pass,
West End Beach pass,
use of rental tables and
chairs (plus family)

$100 per meeting

12-18 at 2-3 hours

Truckee Fire Protection District

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Life and AD&D insurance
($10,000); CSFA
Membership

$100 per meeting up to 4 per month

12 at 2 hours

Truckee Sanitary District

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Health Insurance
coverage; mileage
reimbursement at IRS
rate per mile; retirement
program included

$265 per day of service

12-24 at 2-3 hours

Truckee Tahoe Airport District

Live and be registered
to vote in district

Reimbursed medical
insurance, not to exceed
what is provided for
district employee
premiums

$100 per meeting up to 4 per month;
mileage reimbursement

10 at 2-3 hours

Northstar Community Services District

Sierra Joint Community College District

Squaw Valley Public Service District
Tahoe City Public Utility District

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District

Tahoe Forest Hospital District
The Town of Truckee
Truckee Donner Public Utility District

*Average annual number of meetings, length
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Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.
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deviations by
Jan. 18, and the
ruling stipulates
that the agency
provide evidence
M
to the state board.
A
RT
Should TTSA not
comply in a timely
nor completed
manner, further enforcement may take place in the form
of civil penalties, suspension or revocation of laboratory
accreditation. The special district’s general manager,
LaRue Griffin, informed Moonshine Ink in an email that the
agency does intend to make corrections by the deadline.
~ AH

1

ES

5

New Homeownership Opportunities for Local
Workforce
MARTIS VALLEY

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND: The recently acquired Brockway Summit parcel will be added to the National Forest System of lands around
Lake Tahoe. Photo courtesy League to Save Lake Tahoe

1

monitor the effectiveness of restoration activities.
~ Nevada County, CTC press releases

Forest Service Acquires 120 Acres on
Brockway Summit
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
The USDA Forest Service Lake Tahoe Basin Management
Unit has completed the purchase of a significant portion of undeveloped land on the North Shore of Lake
Tahoe. The acquisition includes two parcels totaling
approximately 120.4 acres on Brockway Summit that will
be added to the National Forest System of lands within
the LTBMU. The property is one of the few remaining
large parcels of land in the Lake Tahoe Basin suitable for
acquisition by the forest service.
These parcels are part of a much larger property on
the north side of the ridgeline outside of the LTBMU
owned by Sierra Pacific Industries, adjacent to Northstar
California Resort. All other private lands on the LTBMU
side of the ridge have been previously acquired by the
NFS from Sierra Pacific’s predecessors in ownership. The
California Tahoe Conservancy was an integral partner during the purchase, assisting with the appraisal and helping
to keep the landowners engaged during the purchase
process.
~ USDA Forest Service press release

2

Federal Recognition, Funding Awarded to
Area Tribes
NEVADA CITY, SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
On Dec. 15, the Nevada County board of supervisors
unanimously voted to support the restoration of federal
recognition of the Nevada City Rancheria Nisenan Tribe.
The county received 888 letters in favor.
The Nevada City Rancheria was one of 44 rancherias
terminated in the 1950s and ’60s by the California
Rancheria Termination Acts. Most have been restored.
The action taken by the Nevada County board is one of
many next steps toward federal recognition of the tribe.
Additionally, the California Tahoe Conservancy Board
has awarded a $380,454 grant to the Washoe Tribe of
Nevada and California for the Máyala Wáta Restoration
Project at Meeks Meadow.
At its virtual meeting on Dec. 10, the conservancy
board awarded the grant to support the tribe’s plans
to restore the meadow in coordination with the USDA
Forest Service, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit.
After restoration is complete, Tribal crews will continue to
18
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Resort Association Gets Go-Ahead to Create
TBID
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
The North Lake Tahoe Resort Association has received
approval from the Placer County board of supervisors to
implement the proposed Tourism Business Improvement
District.
The new TBID, focused on bolstering a year-round
economy, could generate up to $7 million of locally
controlled funds annually to support infrastructure projects
and services, and free up millions in local guest lodging
tax revenues for workforce housing and traffic mitigation
initiatives.
The TBID would fund $3.15 million for marketing and
visitor services, functions that Placer County currently
contracts with the NLTRA via TOT revenue. NLTRA’s
roughly $3.9 million of TOT revenue would go to funding
other local priorities (housing, traffic mitigation, etc.).
Remaining TBID funds will be used for offsetting
tourism impacts, advocacy on behalf of local businesses,
and economic development initiatives, according to the
release.
~ NLTRA press release

4

Violations Documented at Sanitation Agency
TRUCKEE
California’s State Water Resources Control Board has
found four violations and two method deviations at
the Tahoe Truckee Sanitation Agency. They were discovered during an on-site investigation by the board’s
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program on Sept.
30, 2020, taking place in the agency’s laboratory and
documented as follows:
• Conflict of notice and posting for the lab director
position
• No documented training program
• Demonstrations of capability are not documented
nor reviewed annually
• Standard operating procedures have not been
reviewed or updated since 2017
The method deviations concern a chemical agent and
formula mismanagement.
TTSA is required to correct both the violations and
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Placer County will soon be seeking applications for a new
homeownership opportunity for the Tahoe/Truckee local
workforce.
Hopkins Village, a new for-sale housing development
located in Martis Valley, will begin selling in midFebruary. Forty units (20 half-plexes, each containing
three bedrooms, two-and-a-half baths, and a garage)
will be constructed and sold to local workers at a price of
$550,000.
The homeowners association fee of $660 per quarter
will include a management fee, replacement reserves
for roads, park maintenance, exterior painting, and snow
removal on roadways and driveways.
Buyers will have to meet certain requirements such
as employment averaging at least 30 hours per week
within the TTUSD boundary and total household income
at or below 180% of area median income. Applications
became available on Jan. 8.
The county will establish a list of qualified buyers in
mid-February and will consider applicants on a firstcome, first-served basis as the units are constructed on
a rolling basis in 2021. Interested buyers can visit placer.
ca.gov/7013/hopkins-village for more information.
~ Placer County press release

6

First Microgrid Added to Sagehen to Reduce
Risk of Fire Ignition
TAHOE
Liberty Utilities announced the construction of its first
microgrid is complete and in operation at UC Berkeley’s
Sagehen Creek Field Station. A microgrid is a decentralized electric source and distribution that can provide
electric power to an isolated area of the electrical
distribution system and be synchronized with the full
system, providing additional power and load balancing.
The Sagehen microgrid comprises 48 solar panels and
53kWh of battery storage with an emergency generator
back-up. The system allows Sagehen to operate almost
exclusively on solar power during the summer months
and will contribute to Liberty’s ongoing wildfire mitigation
efforts.
Located off Highway 89, just north of Truckee, Sagehen
Creek Field Station is a research and teaching facility that
benefits both the UC Berkeley and Tahoe Truckee Unified
School District students.
~ Liberty press release

7

Free Mental Health Services for Reno
Residents
RENO
On Dec. 2, Reno’s city council voted to approve an agreement with Talkspace Network to provide complimentary
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NEWS

9

2021. Vail Resorts’ donation, generated by $1 guest
donations from lift ticket and season pass sales, brings the
project closer to meeting a $100,000 match provided by
Tahoe Blue Vodka.
“Lake Tahoe has long been known for its clarity, but
it has been hiding a dirty secret beneath the surface.
Thousands of pounds of trash are breaking apart and
impacting the lake’s aquatic habitats,” according to a joint
Clean Up the Lake/Tahoe Fund press release. “When
this project gets underway, a team of divers will work
to recover trash that has been accumulating untouched
under the surface of the lake for decades.”
The estimated clean-up cost is $225,000. Learn more
about the project, how to donate, and how to volunteer
on dives at tahoefund.org.
~ Tahoe Fund, Clean Up the Lake press release

10 Vaccines in Local Arms

TRUCKEE/NORTH LAKE TAHOE

KING OF THE KAYAK: Volunteers with Clean Up the Lake can opt for diver positions or surface support. Pictured here is kayak support
taxiing bags of cans found below Lake Tahoe’s surface. Photo courtesy Laura Visconti

remote counseling services for one year to eligible
residents.
Those who live within the city’s boundaries and are over
the age of 13 can access Talkspace, which allows virtual,
private interaction with therapists 24/7 through text, voice,
and video messages. Residents interested in using the
system should visit redemption.talkspace.com/redemption/reno to validate their eligibility.
In June of 2020, Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak announced
Reno received $46.6 million in state funding from the
Coronavirus Aid, Relieve, and Economic Security Act.
City council ultimately approved $3 million of that money
to provide residents with COVID-related mental health
support. The amount the city is paying to Talkspace will
not exceed $1,32 million.
Opposition to the deal came from those claiming the
city did not explore local therapist options, that platforms
such as Talkspace have sold client/patient information in
the past, and frustration over the no-bid contract deal.
Mental Health America, a national nonprofit, placed
Nevada at 42nd in the organization’s 2021 adult ranking
list (California is 21st). For youth, Nevada was dead last,
with California at 33.
~ AH

8 Best in The Basin Awards Announced

TAHOE BASIN

Seven restoration, sustainability, and construction projects
have been recognized as recipients of Best in the Basin

awards by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency during an
online meeting of the agency’s governing board, chosen
for their planning and execution and for leading the way
in environmental stewardship in the Lake Tahoe region,
according to the agency. This year’s winners are:
• Tahoe Blue Crew Program (League to Save Lake
Tahoe)
• Bow Bay Historic Home Renovation (John and
Heather Mozart)
• East Shore Trail, Incline Village to Sand Harbor
(Nevada Department of Transportation)
• Pioneer Trail Utility Undergrounding (El Dorado
County Department of Public Works)
• Sierra Boulevard Complete Streets (City of South
Lake Tahoe)
• Spooner Lake Landscape Resilience Project
(Nevada Tahoe Resource Team)
• Incline Creek Restoration Phase V (Incline Village
General Improvement District)
~ TRPA press release

9

Tahoe Fund Receives Donation From Vail to
Clean Up Lake
TAHOE CITY
The Tahoe Fund announced that Vail Resorts has contributed $25,000 in support of its campaign to remove trash
around all 72 miles of Lake Tahoe with Clean Up the Lake.
The project will be completed by a SCUBA dive team
of professionals and volunteers that will begin in spring

COVID-19 vaccine shipments arrived in Reno at the
Washoe County Health District office on Dec. 23 at
noon, with Moonshine staff on the scene to witness the
historic moment when those in Nevada’s Tier 1 Critical
Infrastructure Workforce began to receive the first dose of
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.
Nevada County received its own shipment on Dec. 17,
including 975 doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, which
were distributed to the county’s two hospitals, Tahoe
Forest Hospital and Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital.
These vaccines are slated for the county’s frontline
healthcare workers.
~ BL, WS

11 Details Regarding GM’s Departure
TRUCKEE

Former Truckee Donner Public Utility District general
manager Rem Scherzinger, who was terminated from his
position in November 2020 after four months, received a
severance payment of $275,000 upon his release.
Based on his contract for a no-cause termination,
the amount covers a full year of base salary pay postdeparture and includes continued health insurance
benefits for six months. The pay covers all vacation leave,
paid holidays, and administrative leave.
Scherzinger separated from the public utility district
after a Nov. 18 board meeting during which the decision was finalized. Read more about the separation, a
board member’s and an employee’s differing views, and
Scherzinger’s response in In ‘n’ Out: Quick Stint for New
PUD General Manager online at moonshineink.com.
~ AH

10

SHOT BY SHOT: Among the first in the region to receive the primary COVID-19 vaccine dose are healthcare professionals in Washoe and Nevada counties, with 3,655 doses of Pfizer’s vaccine shipped to
Washoe County (pictured) on Dec. 23, and 975 doses of the same to Nevada County on Dec. 17. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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The Tales
of Tahoe
David Stollery’s weekly column
was a hometown institution

In the Past
BY TIM HAUSERMAN

When I was growing up in Tahoe
City, a weekly newspaper column
provided the knowledge I needed
to understand my hometown.
Tales of Tahoe, published in the
Tahoe City World penned by David
Stollery Jr., was an enlightening
and lighthearted look at Tahoe
history, myths, and legends.
David interviewed some of the
true pioneers of Tahoe, like Stella
Watson, from the namesake
family for Watson Lake and Mount
Watson. This one-time cattle driver
told the story of how grasshoppers
in Squaw Valley would be ground
into a meal that was later cooked
into a pancake. “Fried grasshoppers were a kind of delicacy to the
Indians, and as you know, they
are full of vitamins,” Watson told
David.

In fact, Indian legends
were such an important part of David’s
repertoire that he
created an alter ego,
Chief Wananipa, to
talk about important
issues such as:

DAVID OF ALL TRADES: While his career
spanned multiple fields — banking,
accounting, real estate — David Stollery Jr.
said his “basic interest” was always the
theatrical field. Courtesy photos

Why do blue jays squawk?
Originally the birds had great
voices but were such gossips
they got everyone who was where
they were not supposed to be
into trouble, so the Great Spirit
reduced their vocabulary to a
squawk so that no one could
understand them anymore.
Why are there mosquitos?
Wananipa said there were not any
mosquitos to bother the Indians
until the white man arrived and
caught too many fish out of Tahoe
area creeks. Then the Great Spirit
provided lots of mosquitos, so the
white man couldn’t stand to fish

Tahoe Dreamin’

Join our luxurious
laid-back lifestyle!

for very long. Wananipa then said,
“mosquitos were Indian so naturally they only bit the foreigners,
like the white man.”
The Tahoe City World was a
product of the Stollery family,
with David’s brother, Stub, as the
publisher and news writer; Stub’s
wife Bobbie attempting to make
the numbers crunch; and their son
Rod, who did just about everything
else that needed doing. The paper
dished out news, but also plenty
of irreverence and humor to boot.

As a counterbalance to his brother
David’s Tales of Tahoe, Stub took
on alter egos: that of Sierra Sue,
a sarcastic woman giving funny
advice, as well as Old Beady Eyes,
a cantankerous character who was
Sue’s male counterpart.
David began writing Tales of Tahoe
with the first edition of the Tahoe
City World in 1963. He wrote
over 600 columns in the next 12
years. A book incorporating some
of those stories, Tales of Tahoe
was published in 1969. After five
printing runs of the first book,
Stollery decided to give it another
go, publishing More Tales of Tahoe
in 1988. He gifted me one in 1989.

HEATED OUTDOOR DINING
TAKE OUT

Call me to
find yours.

530 582 0722
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EN-TOMED: The potent mix of tall tales and engaging history
eventually filled two book volumes.

Tahoe was embedded
deeply in David’s
psyche. Born in 1907,
he visited the area as
a child, briefly piloting
the famous S.S. Tahoe
steamship under the
close watch of Captain
Ernest John Pomin
in 1919; then in the
1920s he joined his
brothers Ted and Stub
at a summer job near
Emerald Bay. At 16,
David began studying
at Stanford University,
becoming the youngest
student at the time
to attend the school.
After graduation he
moved to Southern
California where he
spent several decades
as an accountant, radio
announcer, and actor in
TV commercials before
returning to his beloved
Tahoe in the early
1960s.

David and his wife Mitzi had one child who, of course, was named
David. He was David Stollery III, a child actor, appearing in a number of
Hollywood features, including his best-known role as Marty Markham, in
The Adventures of Spin and Marty, a 1955 rendition of the Mickey Mouse
Club. He left Hollywood soon after that pivotal role and became an
automobile designer who helped to create the iconic 1978 Toyota Celica.
Today David III is nearly 80 years old and still running his own firm in
Southern California, which is famous for designing the lifeguard towers
used throughout the United States.

TALES FROM THE HEART:
He was in his mid-50s when
he finally moved to Tahoe
full time, but ever since he
was a child David Stollery Jr.
always had loved Tahoe and its
history.

cials at the end of the
19th century to stock
mackinaw trout in
Tahoe area lakes and
streams decimated
the once-prolific
cutthroat trout.
I remember David Jr.
because he looked like
Santa Claus (which
made sense since both
he and his brother Ted
were seen ho-hoing
and handing out packages in a big red suit
underneath Tahoe City’s Big Tree for several years.) He was a neighbor in
Dollar Point and local real estate agent who all year round could be seen
heading down to the beach for a swim.
As I look back now, what gave Stollery’s history lessons their power was
that he was old enough to have been a young boy and ride on the steamer
Tahoe in 1919, and yet he was still around spinning his stories in what we
thought was the modern age of the 1960s and ’70s. It was a combination
of history, legend, and longevity that could only have come from Stollery.
And it was a fun read every week in the Tahoe City World.

“My dad was enamored with Lake Tahoe,” David III said. “When we
went on vacation when I was a child, the only place we went to was Lake
Tahoe.” Eventually, his father gave up a lucrative career in Southern
California because “he loved Tahoe so much.”
“He was just a nice guy and a gentleman, and that comes through in his
writing,” David III said.
In addition to his native legends, Tales of Tahoe would often focus on the
quirky characters that gave Tahoe its unique and hearty personality.
Here is one example from More Tales of Tahoe: “Martin Lowe was a big
man, weighing over 250 pounds dripping wet, which was a good deal
of the time. In his day he was considered Lake Tahoe’s salvage expert,
diving without benefit of rubber suit or air tanks for most anything worth
anything on the bottom of the lake … he was also a prodigious drinker,
consuming at least two quarts a day of whatever alcoholic liquor he could
get his hands on. He was a tremendously strong man, and a tough one.
He was never known to wear shoes and he frequently slept on the ground
outside his cabin at the mouth of Blackwood Canyon … without the
benefit of bed or blanket.”
While some of Stollery’s columns were myths and tall tales, many told
the true story of early life in Lake Tahoe. You could learn that the earliest occupations were hay farming and ranching in Tahoe’s high-altitude
meadows like Paige and Antone near Tahoe City; how after the railroad
was built the boom town of Boca popped up as a place that brewed beer
and harvested ice. And that a decision made by the Fish and Wildlife offiREAD. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

So many great books! Local titles,
new releases, staff picks, childrens’ and
young adult books.

New Year New Books!
Located at 10052 Donner Pass Road
in Historic Downtown Truckee.
Open daily for in-store shopping
or order online for pickup or shipping.
WordAfterWordBooks.com
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Killing It
Groundbreaking virus-killing
technology coming to Truckee

What if there were an air purifier that could kill viruses
and bacteria living in the air? Would you use it? Would
you feel safer going into a restaurant or fitness center
that uses such technology?
John Doolan, a Truckee
resident, sure would and
he’s working to help grow
a small South Koreanbased product line that
BY JULIANA DEMAREST
does just that, starting
with a test market right here in his home town. The
name leaves no doubt about its purpose: VirusKiller.
Upon hearing about this unique technology, Robert
Green, owner of the popular Cottonwood Restaurant
in Truckee, knew that he wanted in.
“[The VirusKiller units] are currently manufactured in a
facility in Seoul, South Korea,” said Doolan, explaining
that the patented technology was developed following
the 2003 SARS outbreak (see sidebar, next page). “There
are only a few people producing the units at this time,
which is why they need my help to quickly scale in order
to meet demand from [the North American] market.”

VirusKiller can be found in North America but up to
now has been used only in medical and dental facilities. With the help of Doolan, Radic8 is working to
boost manufacturing capability with the goal of bringing its products to other industries like restaurants,
fitness centers, schools, shopping centers, and public
places. There is also a model suited for personal use
in the home.
“We’re hoping with this equipment to be the cleanest,
safest space in Truckee,” Green told Moonshine Ink as
he unboxed Radic8’s VK 102 model a day after its New
Year’s Eve arrival.
Doolan had gotten to know Green a few years back
as he was launching his app Kynbo, an online marketplace for restaurants to showcase their menus, attract
customers, and take orders. When he became involved
with Radic8, he knew Cottonwood would be the
perfect place to introduce VirusKiller to the market.

On its
second
of three
settings, which
is what the main dining
room unit would be set to during business hours, noise
from the VirusKiller is barely noticeable, its sound
coming not from a fan but from the force of the air
flowing through it. And unlike other similar products,
the VirusKiller does not give off ozone, which, according to the Environmental Protection Agency, can
damage the lungs when inhaled. Low amounts of ozone
can cause chest pain, cough, shortness of breath, and
throat irritation. It may also worsen chronic respiratory
diseases such as asthma or compromise the body’s
ability to fight respiratory infections. Furthermore, the
FDA notes: “Available scientific evidence shows that,
at concentrations that do not exceed public health
standards, ozone is generally ineffective in controlling
indoor air pollution.”

“Robert Green at Cottonwood is a forward-thinker
and always is on the lookout for things that can help
his restaurant provide a great dining experience for his
patrons … and in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, he was looking for ways to help his customers
feel more comfortable dining indoors,” Doolan said.
“This, combined with Cottonwood's history and popularity, make it a great location from which to gauge
customers’ reactions and capture their feedback.”
Cottonwood isn’t the only Truckee business to have
discovered VirusKiller. Tahoe Mountain Fitness, whose
focus is group classes, is in talks to become the first
fitness center in North America to use this technology.
“At Tahoe Mountain Fitness, our utmost priority is
our members’ and guests’ health, safety, wellness,
and fitness, of course,” said Holly Hust, who owns
TMF with her husband, Jonathan Van Roo. “Although
many 2020 studies have proven that COVID-19 is
not being spread at gyms and other fitness facilities
due to heightened health and safety precautions gym
owners and staff have taken, we at TMF are definitely
interested in taking any further steps we can to ensure
our tribe’s safety.”

TEAMWORK MAKES THE DREAMWORK: John Doolan, right, got
to know Cottonwood Restaurant owner Robert Green, left, when he
was creating an app for restaurants. When Doolan became involved
with expanding Radic8’s presence in North America beyond the
medical and dental industries, he knew Green would want to be
part of the plan. Photos by Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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At Cottonwood, several units of three different
types will be installed. A rather unassuming and
freestanding 5-foot tall VK 103, with the VirusKiller
logo emblazoned on the front, will serve to purify
air in the main dining room. Smaller, wall-mounted
VK 401 units, each around the size of a standard
pillow, will protect both the fireplace dining room
and bar areas. A smaller tabletop Hextio model,
commonly used in homes, will be at the far end of
the bar and in the kitchen. Each unit emits a subtle,
soft blue glow.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

SMALL BUT MIGHTY: Cottonwood owner Robert Green shows
off the tabletop Hextio unit that will stand at the end of the
restaurant’s bar.

Studies show that viruses can penetrate high efficiency
particulate air filters. What sets VirusKiller apart is its
patented ultraviolet light reactor chamber, with key
placement after the HEPA filter, thereby destroying
any remaining particulates that might have passed
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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through. Test results show a near 100% kill rate on respiratory viruses, including
coronavirus, on a single air exchange.
“These have been tested on the [novel] coronavirus itself,” Green noted. “As well as
SARS, influenza, pathogens, and allergens.”
Although recently released vaccines offer promise, Green recognizes that it could still be
a long road back to normalcy. He says that for the government to make sweeping, onesize-fits-all regulations doesn’t work and is unfair, as some businesses may not be taking
measures to ensure a safe indoor dining experience, while many are willing to go the
extra mile to do so. He’s hopeful that the government will revisit dining regulations and
institute a fairer, more nuanced system that would allow those taking extra precautions
to remain open.
“John first suggested this and said, ‘You know, we can put it [toward the] back where no
one will see it.’” Green recalled. “I [said] no. I want it in the middle of the dining room.
With the sign and the blue light and everybody that walks in goes, ‘What the hell is that?’
That’s a virus killer.”

SIGN OF THE TIMES:
The smaller VK 401
model will be mounted
on the wall in the bar
and fireplace room at
Cottonwood. Green
hopes that seeing the
name VirusKiller on
the units themselves
will help give
customers peace of
mind once in-person
dining resumes.

ADVENTURES

BEGIN
AT TAHOE DONNER

DOWNHILL SKI RESORT

THE BEST PLACE TO BEGIN
Beginner-Friendly Terrain
Wide Open Bowls
Top-Notch Rentals

SKIING SAFELY THIS SEASON

Uncrowded Slopes
Pre-Purchase Tickets, Rentals + Lessons
Fun + Safe Private Lessons
Masks + Physical Distancing Required

RESERVE YOUR ADVENTURE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/DOWNHILL

HOW VIRUSKILLER CAME TO BE
“I was introduced to the owners of Radic8 by a friend who owns a home
in Tahoe Donner,” John Doolan shared, who is charged with boosting
the manufacturing capability of Radic8 to help the company expand.
“Radic8 was interested in growing the North America market, but needed
increased manufacturing capacity to meet the demand, but didn't have
the expertise in-house. In a previous life I was responsible for developing
and managing various consumer electronics supply chains, so I was
brought on to develop Radic8 NA manufacturing operations.”
During the 2003 SARS outbreak in South Korea, prominent researchers from
the Korean Aerospace University and Sungkyunkwan University joined with
other engineers to “create a technology that could effectively eradicate
airborne viruses and other pathogens from indoor air environments,”
according to the company’s website. By 2004, South Korean company
INBair, established by senior engineer Ken Lee, developed the VirusKiller
technology that destroys the widest range of airborne pollutants, including
viruses, bacteria, and VOCs (volatile organic compounds).

A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

GOOD MORNING
NOW VIRTUAL!
PRESENTED BY

The company continued to grow, receiving development grants from the
South Korean government, its technology being the only one to meet
the government’s specifications for lung examination rooms, the website
notes. VirusKiller has been installed in more than 370,000 locations
throughout South Korea, including hospitals, schools, and government
buildings, in addition to other public places like museums, restaurants,
nursing homes, and libraries.

Your monthly forum for timely, thought-provoking conversation
Connect and engage with community leaders
Programs, speakers and topics (as they are confirmed)
can be found by visiting Truckee.com under “What’s Happening”

In 2017, when his own father was diagnosed with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), British innovator Richard Greenwood began
to research different methods of indoor air purification. He discovered
that while numerous companies were making “ambitious claims” about
their products, they did not have the research and results to back up
those statements. Until he found VirusKiller. That same year, Greenwood
met with INBair founder Lee and Steve Kwon, who served as chief
technological officer of LG Electronics for three decades, and whom
Lee had brought on as a strategic technical advisor and director. Their
meeting led to Radic8, a partnership between INBair and Greenwood
that sought to take VirusKiller’s technology global.

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7:30–8:30AM

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

FREE VIRTUAL EVENT! No registration fee to attend.

TUNE IN AT Truckee.com/GoodMorningTruckee,
TahoeTruckeeMedia.org, or Suddenlink channel 18

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com
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NEWS

BUSINESS BRIEFS
1 New Option for Meal Delivery
Service
NORTH TAHOE

Jessie & Laurent is a new local food
delivery service specializing in bringing
delicious, fresh meals to your home each
week, which has expanded from the Bay
Area to the North Tahoe region.
Visit jessieetlaurent.com for the weekly
menu and to submit orders by Tuesday
before noon for Friday delivery.
“Lake Tahoe is an important location for
us. Not only do we have existing customers that bring our food up to the area, we
also recognize a growing need for food
delivery,” said Rick Graves, managing
partner for Jessie & Laurent. “Our goal is
to make it easier for existing customers to
enjoy our food and serve both full-time
residents and those visitors that are
outside of our existing delivery area.”

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases.
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.

Delivery is available in the following areas: Boreal, Carnelian Bay,
Homewood, Kings Beach, Tahoe City,
Tahoma, Truckee, Olympic Valley, Sugar
Bowl, and Incline Village (a pick-up
zone is available for Incline residents as
opposed to delivery services). See our
piece on the increasing trend of using
these services, p. 42.
~ Jessie & Laurent press release

2

Natural Family Medicine
Practice Goes Fully Virtual
KINGS BEACH
NaturaMed Natural Family Medicine
announced Dec. 7 the practice will be
transitioning to online services entirely,
after closing their brick and mortar
office on Jan. 1.
The vast majority of patients had been
receiving ongoing care via a telemedicine

system for 9 months during the COVID19 pandemic, and “everyone has
become comfortable with Zoom meetings or other video conferences across
our lives,” the press release explained.
“Many [customers had] expressed how
much [they] are enjoying the convenience and efficiency that telemedicine
brings.”
Some services and administrative tasks
that need to be in person will be offered
through Auburn Naturopathic Medicine.
~ NaturaMed press release

3

Vail Reports Losses in First
Quarter of Fiscal Year 2021
BROOMFIELD, COLORADO
Vail Resorts’ first quarter of fiscal year
2021 showed negative impacts from
COVID-19-related limitations, restrictions, and closures. As a whole, the

company’s net loss was $153.8 million —
that’s 44.4% down from the same quarter
in 2020 (August through October).
Season pass sales through Dec. 6,
2020 for the 2020/21 season increased
roughly 20%, though sales dollars were
flat comparatively thanks to redeemed
credits from 2019/20 pass holders. Vail
maintains significant liquidity, with $614
million in cash on hand by the end of
November 2020.
Chief Executive Officer Rob Katz said,
“Our results for the first quarter continue
to be negatively impacted by COVID-19
… In North America, our U.S. resorts
experienced improved demand from
leisure travelers throughout the quarter
relative to the fourth quarter of fiscal
2020, but summer visitation remained
well below historical levels.”
Read the full impacts at bit.ly/3aHlRYX.
~ Vail Resorts press release

MOVING IN, MOVING UP, MOVING ON
Married Olympic Pair Added to
Squaw Valley Ski Team Leadership
Roles
OLYMPIC VALLEY
The Squaw Valley Ski Team is proud
to announce the addition of former
Olympians and husband-wife duo Anna
and Marco Sullivan to team leadership
roles. Following long-standing competitive careers in alpine ski racing, Marco
joins as interim head coach for the
U16 team and Anna takes over as FIS
manager and head coach for the Squaw
Valley Ski Team.
A 2010 Olympian, two-time NorAm
champion, and nine-year member of
the Canadian National Team, Anna
has played an integral role within the
Squaw Valley Ski Team family for many
years, including her consistent presence
coaching spring camps and as a U14
assistant head coach. She holds degrees
in economics and conflict resolution from
Westminster College, coaches alongside
husband Marco at American Downhiller
race camps, and is co-founder of the Ski
Racing Sisterhood.
A lifelong Tahoe resident and Squaw
Valley Ski Team alum, Marco was a member of the U.S. Ski Team for close to two
decades, competing in over 150 World
Cups, as well as the 2002, 2006, 2010,
and 2014 Olympics. At the peak of his
career, Marco was ranked fourth globally
in downhill and helped to establish the
U.S. Ski Team as one of the best in the
world alongside Bode Miller and Daron
Rahlves.
~ Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows press
release

Water Quality Control Board
Appoints Executive Officer
SACRAMENTO
Michael Raymond Plaziak, a water
program expert and geologist with a
wide range of experience in water issues
24
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in both the military and public sector, has
been appointed executive officer of the
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control
Board.
Plaziak, who has been serving as
acting executive officer, stepped into
his new role Dec. 14. He replaces
former long-time executive officer Patty
Kouyoumdjian, who retired Aug. 21.
As executive officer at the Lahontan
Regional Water Quality Control Board,
Plaziak will lead a staff of 75 that oversees
a vast region spanning starkly different
landscapes — from the alpine settings of
Lassen County and the Lake Tahoe area
to the desert expanses of the Mojave
Desert in San
Bernardino
County.
~ California
Water Boards
press release

involvement in many community efforts
throughout the Lake Tahoe region. United
in the brokerage culture and vision, Elder
joins the Lake Tahoe operations as an
equity partner, bringing her talents and
expertise to the network of associates
and staff of Corcoran Global Living.
Already a member of Corcoran Global
Living, Tracy Voelker with the Tahoe City
North Corcoran office has been elected
to sit on the board of directors of the
Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors. She will
serve for two years and is eligible for
re-election for up to three consecutive
terms.
In her role as an elected member of the
board, Voelker and her fellow directors
will oversee the activities and affairs of the
TSBOR, including support for realtors and
MLS members through education, training, legislative advocacy, and technical
applications.
~ Corcoran Global Living press
releases

Tahoe Forest Health System
Welcomes New Physician
TRUCKEE
POWERHOUSE
LUXURY SALES:
Corcoran
Global Living
has welcomed
Elder Group Tahoe, led by Alison Elder (right).
Corcoran member Tracy Voelker (left) has been
elected to the Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors.
Photos courtesy Corcoran Global Living

Realtor Royalty in North Tahoe
TAHOE CITY, TRUCKEE
Corcoran Global Living, a franchise
affiliate of Corcoran Group, announced
that it has welcomed the powerhouse
Elder Group Tahoe, led by Alison Elder.
The Elder Group has been recognized
locally and nationally for its exponential
luxury sales volume success, as well as

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Tahoe Forest Health System is
pleased to announce that Sarah
L. Fletcher, MD, has joined
its team at the Tahoe Forest
Women’s Center.
As an obstetrician/gynecologist,
Fletcher specializes in women’s health,
particularly in pregnancy, childbirth, and
disorders of the reproductive system.
Fletcher attended medical school at
the University of New Mexico, School of
Medicine, and completed her obstetrics
and gynecology residency at the UC
Davis Medical Center. She is certified
by the American Board of Obstetrics &
Gynecology.
Her office is located on the second
floor of the Gene Upshaw Memorial
Tahoe Forest Cancer Center at
10121 Pine Ave. in Truckee. New patients

are accepted. For appointments, please
call (530) 587-1041.
~ TFHS press release

NEVADA COUNTY announced the
appointment of Dr. Scott Kellermann as
the new public health officer. Courtesy
photo

New Public Health Officer
Will Launch ‘Campaign to End
Pandemic’
NEVADA COUNTY
On Jan. 1, Dr. Scott Kellermann assumed
his role as public health officer, with his
formal appointment occurring at the
Jan. 12 meeting of the county’s board of
supervisors.
Dr. Kellermann received his medical
degree from Tulane University School
of Medicine with a masters in public
health and tropical medicine. Currently,
Dr. Kellermann is an adjunct professor at
the University of San Francisco and an
assistant clinical professor at California
Northstate University College of Medicine
in Elk Grove. He is a senior consultant
for the Centers for Research in Emerging
Infectious Diseases, through the National
Institute of Health and UC Davis. CREID
research will attempt to identify novel
viruses and prevent future pandemics.
~ Nevada County press release
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Our Poly-Armed Government
There are a lot of tiny governments
scattered around our coverage area
— almost two dozen, in fact. These
special districts were established
to wrest local control from faraway
county seats, and have served the
community well, but they weave a
tangled web of governing boards,
property taxes, and service charges.
For example, the complexity of our
local government remains a barrier
to solving the ongoing trash issue.

2021 Vision

Central issues for our community, how they were covered in 2020,
and what to expect this year
BY MOONSHINE INK EDITORIAL BOARD

Almost nothing could have prepared us for 2020. Early on, a global pandemic
threw us way off balance, then before we could get our bearings a wave of racial
unrest rushed in, and nearly in lockstep, a crippling wildfire season assailed the
West. All of this topped with a nerve-racking, highly contested election.
In the year that promised clarity of vision we ended up more universally
bewildered and disoriented than we have been in recent memory. At least no
one will forget this year.

Actually, there is one key thing that helps us in such calamitous times.
It’s the Scouts’ motto: Be prepared. For that, we need to have knowledge
of what came before.

Lasting Legacy of the Virus
the streets to share messages of hope,
inspiration, gratitude.

Parents were thrust into the role of
homeschool teacher while trying to
get their own work done, and kids
ended up with more screen time than
they could have imagined. Full-time
residents feared a drain on local
resources due to second homeowners
seeking refuge in their home away
from home during stay-at-home
orders. Panic shopping and kinks in
the supply chain resulted in product
shortages. But as bad as things
seemed to be at times, there was
always a positive side of the coin to be
found. A marked drop in automobile
traffic numbers led to a decrease in
air pollution. With the art and music
scene stifled, artists literally took to

We will continue our fight for
transparency in the numbers game
and accountability for those running
the show.

As the pandemic goes on to influence
all aspects of our lives, will look at
everything from its effects on mental
health to the ongoing plight of small
businesses like restaurants and
personal care services, still fighting for
survival.

The Ink’s coverage area is a land of rich
biodiversity, resources, and humans. It
is the land that drives the news in our
region, with diverse opinions on how to
best make use of it.

In 2020, we reported on the many
workforce housing projects coming online (Truckee Artist Lofts,
Coldstream Commons, Frishman
Hollow II), but will it be enough?
We’ll keep following the innovative
approaches sprouting up, such as
the joint powers agency that seeks

housing solutions for staff at the
hospital, schools, airport, and Truckee’s
public utility districts. The impacts
and ongoing attempts at regulating
short-term rentals are of course on the
2021 docket, as well as examining the
regulatory obstacles to getting affordable housing off the ground.

The valley-soon-to-be-formerly-known-as
Squaw is always a news headliner, and
in 2020 the ski resort village proposed
development was again challenged, the
name itself was slated to be retired in
honor of past land users, and neighboring White Wolf plans were unveiled.
Campaigns to revitalize Donner Summit
and to preserve the land east of Glenshire
also figured prominently in our coverage
this year.
All of it speaks to an ongoing debate
between conserving the resource-rich
land, housing a growing population,
and developing infill sites and tourism
facilities. As the year rolls forward,

Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

January: The Unveiling of White Wolf;
Environmental groups question zoning
swap placing homes adjacent to Granite
Chief Wilderness
February: WHY-FI!?!?
Suddenlink connectivity issues
have Nextdoor in a tizzy

June: Rent. The Crisis that Follows
a Crisis; Eviction moratorium protects
tenants, yet tensions with landlords rise

we will keep looking at the land zones
mentioned above as well as delve into the
unique challenges of land use in the Lake
Tahoe Basin. We will follow up on the
aforementioned development projects
on the horizon, proposals to preserve
our land for future generations, such as
Truckee Springs and Martis Valley West,
and the degradation that has happened
from past endeavors, such as cables
leaking lead into Lake Tahoe.

Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

May: Troubled Waters at TTSA;
State board rules sanitation agency
retaliated against unionizing

edented” number of red flag days Bubble, the last true green forest
and mega-fires to the fact that a
in the Sierra.
staggering 95% of the state’s blazes
Solutions include a massive effort
are human-caused.
called the Tahoe Central Sierra
We reported on proactive
Initiative aiming to restore 2.4 milsteps being taken to protect
lion acres, building biomass plants
the overall health of our vital
to convert collected forest materiwoodlands, known as the Green als into renewable energy, and

August: Is Tahoe Actually More
Crowded than Summers Past?
Survey says yes … and no

July: Dead Man Walking;
Truckee survivor shares grim
reality of COVID-19

November: The

Woes of Wi-Fi

October: California Firefighters: ‘Stop
Normalizing How Bad Things Have Become’;
Record number of red flag days, escaped/
abandoned campfires in Truckee/Tahoe

maintaining a system of cameras to
catch blazes early.
Moving into the new year, our eyes
will be on the progress of the initiative’s vital efforts, what we predict
will be an explosive growth in
biomass, and how officials manage
to mitigate the “human” factor.

November: The Cables Leaking
Lead into Lake Tahoe; Potential lawsuit
claims four abandoned lines in Emerald
Bay are toxic
December: A Backcountry Season
to Remember (Or Forget), With all the
ingredients for ballooning crowds in
place, concern for safety ramps up

But wait, there’s more ...
We compiled a thorough list
of 2020 stories that will help
you connect the dots in history
when considering the future.
Explore this full 2021 primer on
moonshineink.com.
Be a good scout and be
prepared.

March: First Confirmed COVID-19 Case
in Truckee; Mayor says more stringent social
distancing actions by town are possible
April: Tahoe Peak or Plateau;
TFHS physician, family of Truckee
COVID-19-positive patient are living
a global pandemic in real time

June: Truckee Springs Eternal; Despite
development potential, riverfront parcel
to remain open space
June: Behind the Threats that Shut

Down Truckee’s Anti-Racism March;

Personal information shared, armed
businesses, and more

October: Back (In)to School;
TTUSD to provide hybrid learning
update at Oct. 7 meeting
September: My COVID
Summer Vacation; Photo

essay showing Tahoe summer
during the pandemic

that the hospital was found in
violation of state rulings in a
patient case; and that the Truckee
postal office is facing crippling
challenges on several fronts.
Looking forward, as is the charge
of the fourth estate, we will keep
a critical eye on our local governments, considering effectiveness
and efficiency, and report on when
they work in concert and when in
opposition. We will also highlight
the town’s general plan update.
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Move Over, Tourism, Here Comes Something Different

Like Wildfire
Unfortunately, California hit
The Ink’s investigative series,
national news in 2020 regularly for On Fire, delves into critical issue
being on fire.
for our region and times. In 2020,
topics ranged from the new openLast year saw five of the state’s
fire bans in the area to a trail-host
top 20 largest wildfires in history,
program that was sparked due to
and over 10.3 million acres burned
an increase in illegal campfires;
compared to 2019’s 4.7 million.
from why we’re seeing an “unprec-

Courtesy photo

This timeline shows key 2020
stories that underscore the
community concerns on this
spread. They are color-coded
to show which issue they
touch upon.

Housing is that itch we can’t scratch.
The novel coronavirus pandemic
inspired more people to move to the
region; meanwhile those who’ve rented
here for years and years are finding
themselves pushed out by a hot real
estate market. A recent survey of
employees at local agencies cited housing insecurity as a main reason they
would consider leaving their jobs.

In 2020, we reported about the
executive-level vacuum at the
Town of Truckee due to the sudden
departure of the town manager
and police chief; that morale
among staff is currently low at the
sanitation agency and the Truckee
Donner Public Utility District;

This Land is Whose Land?

Home Is Where the Availability Is

The January onset of the COVID19 pandemic set the tone for the
entirety of 2020. As to be expected,
Moonshine’s coverage was heavy on the
COVID-front; in fact, we substantially
ratcheted up our online reporting in
response. Life as we knew it was sent
into a tailspin and by a quarter way
into the year, we were all learning to
live in the “new normal.”

Connect the
Dots

It’s worth noting that many special
district board member seats were

In this vein, here’s a look at the central issues in today’s Tahoe/Truckee
community, how the Ink covered them this year, and what to keep an
eye out for in 2021.

not contested in the 2020 election;
a few (Donner Summit Public
Utility District, North Tahoe Fire
Protection District, among others)
didn’t even have enough people
running to fill the seats.

November: A Race Against
Wildfire; Central Sierra and Tahoe
Basin groups continue to push forward
new ideas to protect local forests
November: In ‘n’ Out: Quick
Stint for New PUD General Manager;
Termination decision made by board
for ‘no cause’; some staff opposed

December :

Housing on the
Horizon

December : Why
the Long Lines at the
Truckee Post Office?

A beautiful place
With lots of space
Has long made us home base ...
… for tourism. Even before this year,
the industry had been in turmoil.
Concerns about over-tourism, visitorcaused traffic, stressed infrastructure,
and teeming trash bins have been
bandied about for quite some time. In
COVID’s long ride, these issues have
been exacerbated.
It begs the question, if not tourism,
then what? One common response is
the inflow of remote-worker residents.
To support this industry, broadband is
crucial and right now, it’s not reliable.
In 2020, Moonshine reported on
why this is so and explored the
region’s options. We will continue
to delve into this infrastructure
that is becoming as necessary as
electricity and water.
Even so, a vibrant economy
requires diversity. From forest
management to cottage industries

to food system innovations, in 2021,
we will focus on ways the local community is finding footing in economic
diversification.
It’s important, though, to not throw
the baby out with the bathwater.
Tourism will remain. Several 2020
online-exclusive stories focused on
the nebulous answer to a seemingly
basic question: How many tourists are
there? How can we manage visitors
sustainably and yet protect the reason
they come? There’s lively and active
discussion out there on this topic,
which remains front and center on
our coverage radar.

Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Cultural Standards
The year 2020 afforded Moonshine
many opportunities to share stories
about life as we know it here in
Tahoe/Truckee. A handful of our
community’s youth raised their
voices, with high school writers
sharing wisdom and insight beyond
their teenaged years. Moonshine
cartoonist Mike English made us
LOL with his humorous take on
little slices of Tahoe times. As the
pandemic silenced music and arts,
we covered how that scene is working to survive.

Looking ahead, as life during the
pandemic continues to twist and
turn, we will chronicle the lasting
impacts on our community’s art and
music as well as find more ways to
inject much needed humor in our
lives. We are committed and seeking
to publish an increased number of
youth and minority perspectives, and
will follow those projects that invoke
stronger community ties, such as
the proposed Truckee Library.

Photo essays showed Truckee/Tahoe
joining the rallies for race equality
and passing our COVID summers.
In Think Local, we highlighted
thriving Latinx-owned businesses,
and in Sports & Outdoors, the
predicted frenzy of backcountry
skiing this winter.
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

OPINION

2020: A Blessing
or a Curse?
It depends on how you look at it
(Think of a one-word answer
here: an emotion word such
as happy, sad, angry, scared,
or relieved).

MY SHOT
By Lindsay Simon

I think we can all say 2020
has been a year like no other.
From a global pandemic to
riots to a heated and divisive
political election (just to
name a few), 2020 has been
a year full of stressors in the
world around us. Years like
this, with so much out of our
control and unknown, lead
to people reacting in many
different ways. Some people
might feel fearful or anxious,
some angry, and some excited
for the changes. The reality is,
we have much more control
in how we feel about 2020
than we might think.
Let me provide a thought
experiment to demonstrate
my point.
Imagine you are driving on
the highway and someone
cuts you off. You are fine,
but it was pretty close.
What would your immediate
thought be? Take a moment
to think about this. And then,
what would your emotional
reaction that you felt be?

Different people will answer
these two questions differently depending on the life
experiences they have had up
until this point. Without going
into too much detail, automatic thoughts are developed
generally based on what you
have been exposed to in your
life prior to this moment.
Now let’s explore how four
different people can have four
different emotional experiences in the same situation.
Person A thinks : “OMG
what a stupid A**. What is
wrong with people!?”
Now how do you think this
person feels emotionally? If
you guessed angry you are
likely correct.
Person B thinks: “Holy crap, I
just almost died, OMG, what
if he hit me and I died right
there and never said goodbye
to Roger today?!? OMG, I
almost died!”
How do you think this person
is feeling? Likely anxious and
scared.
Person C thinks: “Well, of
course this would happen
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to me, crap always happens
to me and never to anyone
else. I don’t know why I think
I would ever have an easy
ride in to work, it’s always
something.”
This person is likely feeling
sorry for themselves, has a
victim mentality, and maybe
is feeling depressed, hopeless,
and helpless.
Person D thinks: “Wow, that
was scary. I’m so glad no
one got hurt or any property
damaged. I’m going to send
some positive energy towards
them hoping that they make
it safely wherever they are
going, and that they don’t
have anyone they love in
danger right now whom they
might be rushing to see.”
This person likely felt scared
for a short period of time,
then grateful, and was likely
able to calm their emotions
back down by assuming the
best of another human rather
than the worst, and sending
them love and well wishes.
(Bonus pro tip: whenever you
are emotionally triggered, if
you repeatedly breathe gently
through your nose in for 5
seconds and out for 6 seconds
slowly, you can calm your
heart rate down and speed

MOONSHINEINK.COM

up the process of emotionally
regulating).
So four people had very
different emotional experiences during the same
situation based on their
interpretations.
The same can be said of
2020. If you focus on what
you are missing out on, and/
or on the bad behaviors of
others, then you will feel
bad. Partly because these
things are out of your control.
Instead, you can choose to
focus on the strengths and
growth that have come out of
2020. For each person this
will be different. For most, an
increase in resiliency will be a
result of the year’s hardship.
Humans are surprisingly
adaptive and can handle a lot
more than we think we can,
and 2020 has shown that.
After this year many people
will realize how strong and
resilient they really are. And
if we focus on that, it could
mean 2020 ends up being one
of the best growth years yet.
So, in conclusion: is 2020
a blessing or a curse? It
depends. It depends on what
you focus on, what your
interpretation of it all is, and
what meaning you give to

your experiences during it.
The important thing is that
you are in control of what
meaning you give to the year,
as well as what thoughts you
want to attach to, hold onto,
and foster. The human brain
is remarkable, and thanks to
neuroplasticity it can change
and will strengthen whatever
pathways you practice using.
Thus, if you practice focusing
on the negatives, you will
strengthen negative thinking
pathways and things will feel
worse. If you practice focusing on positives (like what
you do have to be grateful
for), then you will strengthen
positive thinking pathways
and feel better.
Will you be a victim of 2020,
or a survivor of 2020? The
choice is yours.
~ Lindsay Simon is a marriage
and family therapist with over
12 years of clinical experience
and is now the clinical director
and owner of A Balanced Life:
Individual, Family and Child
Therapy, a private practice
with ten clinicians based in
South Lake Tahoe. Lindsay
will be relaunching her monthly
column in Moonshine Ink
starting in 2021!
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OPINION

Theater Connections
As we look to a brighter future, theater is life

MY SHOT
By Yogi Thompson

As we slog through these evil
times, enemies both real and
imagined have threatened
our health and poisoned
our relationships with other
people. Zoom meetings and
social media lack the subtlety
and nuance needed for deep
connection, and many long
for physical contact. Hugs
and robust handshakes are
mostly memories, and six
feet can seem like a thousand miles. Community and
society at large need healing,
and that will require a new
sense of connection.
As a performer involved in
Truckee Community Theater,
I am saddened, as it has been
over a year since I have been
on stage. My fellow actors,
the set builders, costume
designers, and others express
a similar loss. We don’t do
this for money; we do it
because we love to entertain
and for the challenge of
creativity.
Whether one is a performer,
support staff, or audience
member, theater success is
ultimately defined by connection and communication.
The playwright concocts a
vision. The performer tries
to feel what was intended
by the author and convey
that feeling to the audience.
If I can be the conduit
that allows the audience
to feel what the playwright
intended, I have done my
job. Communication and
connection come alive and
can flourish among a widely
diverse population.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

As we try to see a glimmer
of hope for a return to
normalcy, I recommend that
anyone and every one of you
investigate the performing
arts as a means to express
yourself and improve the
quality of your life. Our
area is brimming with
opportunity. Young, old, or
in-between, lots of experience or none, there is a place
for you.

people’s theater one would
think unattainable in a
community the size of ours.
Comfortable, well-appointed
venues host performances.
TCT itself is well-equipped
to offer a complete entertainment experience. The high
schools in both Truckee and
Incline Village have delightful
theater viewing accommodations. What I have listed only
scratches the surface.

Immense potential for
growth and development
are available for our youth.
Young actors learn redoubtable concepts and apply
them. Teamwork, responsibility, commitment, a sense
of accomplishment, respect,
and much more develop as
young performers find their
place in the theater family.
They wake to the reality of
being a contributing member
of a community that includes
not just the players, but
society as a whole.

Too numerous to name are
the directors, producers,
coaches, and actors that have
greatly enhanced not only my
own performances, but the
quality of my life in general.
I number them among my
true friends.

We are in a region that
is copiously blessed with
exceptional talent. Many
performers of all ages may
be accurately labeled “triple
threats,” meaning they can
act, sing, and dance. While
these abilities are being kept
on simmer by pandemicrelated restrictions, online
and carefully-managed live
classes in acting, music, and
dance are available now to
keep creativity blooming.
Well-trained, talented, and
highly experienced veterans
such as Carrie Haines,
who took the torch from
Courtney Simson as artistic
director, and John Paul
Rivard, the musical theater
instructor with TCT and
other groups, are planning
great things for 2021.
Sara Turner-Carbajal and
Great Futures Productions
present a quality of young

Watch this space. As we
stretch and begin to snap
the threads of the cocoon we
are wrapped in, you will hear
more about our burgeoning
plans. Soon enough, comedy,
drama, music, and tales of
derring-do will once again
grace our local stages. We
will welcome all. Let’s leave
our perceived differences
and divisions at the door
and embrace the whole
experience as equals. Let’s
exercise our capacity to feel
our emotions. That, above all
else, makes us human.
Want to participate?
Check out our website:
truckeecommunitytheater.
com
~ Yogi moved to the Tahoe area
from Tennessee after vacationing here in 2008. Much of
that time, including currently,
he has lived in Incline Village.
For 11 years, Yogi has been
employed by IVGID, and in
recent years has been involved
with Truckee Community
Theater. He is acting in a
rendition of The Secret Garden
in his photo.
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In response to coverage of
the NLTRA

Tahoe Businesses/Locals,
Are You Ready for
Another Tax?
If you are an eastern Placer
County citizen, you should
be outraged. A compulsory
tax you’ve never seen on
a ballot is scheduled for
approval by Placer County.
While you had your hands
full with the coronavirus,
a new form of unelected
substitute for government
came to town with a new tax
that they are trying to call
something else. The North
Lake Tahoe Resort Association is trying to form a
Tourist Business Investment
District (TBID) that will
tax eastern Placer County
businesses to promote tourism, affordable housing,
and infrastructure improvements on SR 89 and 267.
This scheme will dip into
the pockets of every local
since there will be a tax on
just about everything except
gas and groceries. This is a
work-around on the requirement that a sales tax must
be approved by the voters

SOLUTIONS TO
P U Z Z L E PA G E , P. 5 0

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD
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by a two thirds majority. These people were not
elected and ... will manage
the initial $10 million pool
of yearly monies. The entity
is stacked with big resorts.
A non-governmental authority is going to tax your
business if more than 20%
of your customers are tourists. What gives them the
right? They can call it a fee
or an assessment or a tax,
but you will pay it. In fact,
the percentage will continue
to increase as it has in other
TBIDs.
We used to call this taxation without representation;
maybe we still should? Tell
Placer County this is no way
to run the county’s business.
The time and place for the
public meeting to hear testimony on establishing the
new TBID and levying assessments is set for Jan. 26
at 9 a.m. at 175 Fulweiler
Avenue in Auburn. Hopefully, it will be a Zoom meeting … stay tuned. Please
send your concerns to your
Placer County Supervisor
Cindy Gustafson at cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov or
me at preserve@ntpac.org.
~ Ann Nichols, Crystal
Bay, via letter
In response to COVID
coverage

VID-19. I did recover, and
yes, I never had a shot of
anything put into my body
for the last 30+ years.
This year, I had a flu shot
and also a pneumonia shot
at CVS Pharmacy in Tahoe
City in late October. Both
myself and my husband
know several well-respected
doctors/nurses who work
the frontlines and all have
taken the COVID-19 vaccine.
~ Mary Bennett, Alpine
Meadows, via letter

Time to Take the Vaccine
After 10 months of witnessing the coronavirus’s
destructive capacity and
now seeing our hospitals in
Los Angeles, San Diego,
and the Central Valley at
full capacity, I would gladly
take the COVID-19 vaccine
from Moderna or Pfizer. I
sincerely believe it would
be a layer of protection for
someone my age (66).
Despite the fact that
we now have over 322K
people who have died from
COVID-19, we are not
going to beat this without
several vaccines coming into
play with over 300 million
people.
I returned from Europe
in Jan. 2020, only to be sick
in bed for over a month. All
the symptoms were CO-
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NEXT? COVID-19 vaccinations are taking
place in each of Moonshine’s coverage
counties, currently to a mix of healthcare
workers, first responders, nursing facility
residents, and others. Washoe County
has begun administering the vaccine to
frontline K-12 school staff. Photo by Wade
Snider/Moonshine Ink
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In response to Truckee
“sanctuary city for small
businesses” campaign

Not a Sanctuary for Me
Excuse me, could we chat
for a minute? I listened to
all your arguments about
making Truckee a sanctuary
city and allow restaurants
and stores to open without
restrictions. It made me sad.
I get that we need to help
everybody get through the
plague. Just like you, I want
to get through it. But unlike
you, I might not survive
it, and your actions and
demands make it less likely.
Why?
I’m 55, was fit and
heathy, but a year ago found
out that I have stage IV,
metastatic, incurable, and
eventually terminal cancer.
My chances of dying if I
become infected are much
higher than those of the
general population. Therefore we barely leave the
house during the current
surge, except for some very
distanced, masked hikes,
and for medical appointments where I hope nobody
in the cancer center infects
me.
If we can’t stop the current surge, and just go
about our business, medical rationing will come to

California. This doesn’t
just mean that there will be
triaging of COVID patients;
it will also present me with
the real possibility that my
treatment will be interrupted, further shortening
my life. One of the drugs I
was on this year sent me to
the emergency room with
a heart attack. Luckily that
happened in the summer,
when the ERs and ICUs
were quiet. If it happened
now I might not be that
lucky.
So please, reconsider your
behavior and let’s celebrate
when this is over. And give
me a chance to see another
Christmas.
~ Silke Pflueger,
Truckee, via letter
In response to The California Advertising Tourism Industrial Complex
by Chris Gallagher
I would like to commend
Chris Gallagher for his insights shared in his recent
My Shot article regarding
the NLTRA, its practices
of hiring agencies outside
the area, and the duplicity
of many of their claims.
It seems that Chris, like
many of us, has recognized the resort association’s shallow rhetoric and
has called them out on it.
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Setting the Record Straight
The NLTRA and IVCBVB respond to criticism in Moonshine
In an era of fake news claims
and misleading information,
we felt that it was important to
respond publicly to an opinion
piece recently printed and
posted by Moonshine Ink. A
list of inaccuracies and false
statements were written about
the North Lake Tahoe Resort
Association and Incline Village
Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau,
none of which were factchecked or verified.

MY SHOT
By Jeff Hentz,
Andy Chapman

Editor’s Note: This
article is a direct response
to The California Tourism
Advertising Industrial
Complex, a My Shot that
ran in our December 2020
issue. Our opinion section is
the space for readers to react
to our content and what is
happening in our communities
(think of a My Shot as, quite
literally, your shot). We never
seek to misinform our readers,
and we encourage all opinion
contributors to provide sources
to back up statistics to make
our fact-checking process
easier. However, a matter of
opinion or part of an author’s
argument is just that and is
left alone. We also edit this
section lightly for spelling and
grammar to remain consistent
with AP style and our own
style guide.

Chris points out that the
NLTRA continues to trumpet their success of bringing
tourism to North Lake Tahoe
which cannot be substantiated by any tangible increase
in revenue. It was refreshing
to discover that others share
in this viewpoint.
Many of us remember back
in 2015 when an audit of the
NTLRA spending revealed irregularities with the finances
at the NLTRA, and these irregularities prompted Placer
County to cut back its fundREAD. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Let’s start by saying that we
believe in differing opinions
and the importance of public
opinion.
We openly ask for feedback to
analyze the work we do, the
agencies we hire, and the tax
dollars we spend to promote
the North Lake Tahoe region
in periods of need. We take
very seriously the role we have
in revenue generation for a
broad range of industries and
the thousands of jobs our
efforts support. Please take a
moment to review the facts:
Usage of Agencies, In-House
Talent: The Marketing
Cooperative (NLTRA and
IVCBVB) undergo an
extensive request for proposal
process every three years to
determine agencies of record
for social media, content
marketing, and advertising.
For the past six years, there
have been two agencies of
record for North Lake Tahoe
located in Washoe County and

ing. No longer content with
its share of TOT dollars, the
NLTRA has now garnered
even more funding by way of
a TBID assessment (otherwise known as a tax) on local
businesses.
The NLTRA is a relic of
the “Good Ole Boys (and
Girls) Network,” funding
friends and denouncing foes
and using our dollars to do it.
Thanks, Chris, for a shot well
placed!
~ Sam Rudnick, Tahoe City,
via letter

Placer County, respectively.
These agencies were selected
because of their service capacity, skillset, and knowledge of
the region. We also work with
a number of local vendors and
agencies to assist with web
development, photography,
and video, while a majority of
the marketing, sales, and communications content is written
and produced in-house. With
guidance from two boards
of directors and six committees, 74 local representatives
from varying industries in
North Lake Tahoe advise on
consumer initiatives, corresponding budgets, and agency
contracts to ensure they reflect
goals outlined in the Tourism
Master Plan.
Increasing Revenue for
Local Businesses: Based on a
2016 study by Dean Runyan,
tourism drives upwards of
$800 million annually to North
Lake Tahoe and employs
60% of the local workforce.
Both organizations are tasked
with increasing visitation to
North Lake Tahoe during
midweek and shoulder season
timeframes to support local
businesses. In evaluating the
10-year growth of Transient
Occupancy Tax in Placer
County with a focus on Q2
and Q4 (spring and fall), we
have increased TOT collections by up to 183% due to
sponsorship of events like
WinterWonderGrass, Spartan

World Championships, and
Autumn Food and Wine, along
with marketing and public
relations efforts that focus on
long-haul visitors. In 2018/19,
North Lake Tahoe’s paid
advertising influenced 125,000
visitor trips, which translates
to over $205 million in visitor
spending to local retailers,
restaurants, activity providers,
and lodging properties. As a
result of our public relations
efforts, many small, locallyowned businesses have been
featured in national publications with backlinks to their
website, increasing awareness
and booking traction for their
offerings. Our more recent
campaigns (Takeout Tahoe,
Shop Local) are dedicated to
infusing dollars back into local
businesses and results through
website analytics demonstrate
a high volume of readers utilizing these content tools.
Financial Equity and
Transparency: The NLTRA is
required to undergo an official
audit each year, and a finance
committee, composed of local
CPAs and business owners,
reviews financial statements
on a monthly basis to ensure
transparency and financial
equity of the organization.
The IVCBVB expends public
tax dollars, is governed by
Nevada Revised Statutes,
and is required to conduct
extensive monthly and annual
financial reviews and related

In response to Why the
Long Lines at the Truckee Post Office?

audits. CEO salaries and staff
budget line items noted in
the opinion piece are simply
incorrect. Additionally, the
full fiscal year marketing
cooperative budget is up 3%
(not 11%), and while paid
advertising is paused, the team
continues to create responsible
travel content in the form of
Know Before You Go guides,
informational videos, and
more.
NLTRA and IVCBVB staff
members have decades of
industry experience and have
dedicated their careers to
the success and resilience of
our local North Lake Tahoe
business community, while
supporting a wide range
of individuals, businesses,
organizations, and industries.
Our commitment is unwavering. We will continue to work
with the community, stakeholders, and local government
on decisions that move North
Lake Tahoe forward, and we
will serve, as we have in the
past and into our future, with
integrity, transparency, and
an ethically-based decisionmaking processes, all with the
advancement of our collective
communities in mind.
~ Andy Chapman is the
president and CEO of the
Incline Village Crystal Bay
Visitors Bureau; Jeffrey Hentz is
the CEO of North Lake Tahoe
Resort Association.

Have a thought?

Shout-Out to Our
Downtown Postmaster

We want to know what you think
of our coverage of local news,
mountain life, arts, and culture.

Our post office has responded to our and its
frustrations most creatively. Chronically understaffed, [with] an influx in
residents and the holiday
pressure, the lines at our
downtown post office
experienced one- to two-

We want to hear about the topics
you care about in the community.
Send letters to the editor to
editors@moonshineink.com to see
your name and thoughts in print!

See READERS p. 32
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“YOU CAN
DISAGREE
WITHOUT
BEING
DISGREEABLE.”
~ RUTH BADER GINSBURG

READERS from p. 31

hour waits. Postmaster
Daniel Saville has announced that his door is
open to emails and texts
and calls, and I am sure
he’s had many. He also
initiated a process wherein if one gets a yellow
slip they can contact the
P.O. and an employee will
bring their package(s)
out to them in their car.

32

I know folks who have
used that system and
it worked beautifully.
Also, I went to the [post
office] Sunday and had
a yellow slip, which I
decided to go to the
front with, and lo and
behold, they had the
Dutch door open and
were retrieving pick-up
packages for customers.
Very short line and wait,
whew!! Finally, Daniel
posted other ways to
deal with packages such
as a system of weighing
the package and prepaying the mailing fee and
then just dropping it off.
I laud Daniel and his
overworked staff for creatively working to manage
people’s needs. So helpful, particularly given all
we are having to deal with
at this time. Thank you
for your service.
~ Rolf Godon, Truckee,
via letter
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Dear Postmaster Saville
I read the article in
Moonshine Ink where you
explained why we have a
very long line at the post
office every day. After I
read the article, I still had
questions.
1) I assume you can’t
prevent people from getting their mail when there
is no mail box they can
rent at the post office.
Is there any way you can
separate their mail from
those that have a mailbox? It seems like there
should be a separate
window for those who are
picking up their mail sent
to them under “general
delivery.”
2) Why are Amazon
and other companies
allowed to dump huge
packages on the post office? There doesn’t seem
to be adequate storage
space. More importantly, it doesn’t seem
safe for the staff to haul
large, sometimes heavy

MOONSHINEINK.COM

boxes out to the front for
people to pick up. Last
time I was there, I saw a
box containing a ladder
and another containing a
dresser. This is ridiculous.
Shouldn’t there be a size
limit?
3) I signed up for
Informed Delivery. I got
a notice that a picture I
ordered was “ready for
pick-up.” My medication was still in process.
So when I went to the
window with the yellow
tag, I thought I was going
to get the picture but got
my medication. I waited
for another yellow tag for
several days but it never
came. I went to the window and showed the staff
my tracking number. They
found the picture I ordered. Two days ago, I got
a yellow tag, waited 55
minutes, and found out
there was no package for
me. It was probably for
the picture I had already
picked up.

4) I’m afraid to order
anything because I don’t
want to be stuck inside
the post office for an
hour, even though everyone is wearing a mask.
This can’t be safe for the
staff; the air circulates
through the open window
at the package pickup.
I would appreciate it if
there were more lock
boxes, even outside. I
also noticed some boxes
in the hallway are broken;
why can’t these be fixed?
Thank you and the
entire staff for doing
your best to deal with the
tsunami of packages and
new residents. But this
current situation is not
safe for anyone. Someone
will get sick with COVID
or get hurt trying to get
boxes off the shelf.
~ Min Yi, Truckee, via
letter
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campaigns,” said Amber Burke, NLTRA director of
marketing. “It’s been really rewarding to put together
campaigns that we’re hoping really have a positive,
direct impact on our business community right now.”

NO-TOUCH LOCAL SHOPPING
In March, the North Lake chamber recognized that
businesses had lost all foot traffic and the chance
to even open their doors, but it also realized that
people could still support local shops online.

SANITIZE ME: To be COVID-safe, Trunk Show
created a bubble around the cash register,
installed air scrubbers in its HVAC system, and
keeps the front door wide open during business
hours. Courtesy photos

BOOSTING BUSINESS
IN THE PANDEMIC
Local campaigns
that help keep
Tahoe/Truckee alive

To calm those meltdown
moments, as she drives to
work, Woznicki recounts all
of the protocols she’s done
to keep her store sanitized
and she feels better. For
her, there’s no choice.

“I still have to be in the public, because
I need to save my business, because I
love it,” she said. “I love what I do and
I love my community and I’ve become
a part of it as a result.”

BY MAYUMI ELEGADO
Moonshine Ink

On the eve of holiday shopping season, which is
typically a time most retailers feel certain of good
and profitable times, Tahoe City merchant Jaclyn
Woznicki confessed to me she was pretty fraught.
“I actually had a full-blown meltdown on Tuesday
morning while getting ready to go to work,” said
Woznicki, who owns Trunk Show, a store with locally
made art, jewelry, and stuff.
Granted, she’s a unique case because to treat her
MS she had a hematopoietic stem cell transplant
treatment in January, which her doctors say is “less
than ideal for a pandemic.” The stress of being out in
the world with basically no immune system and navigating these uncertain times is great, but the Philly
native says her natural immediate response to trauma
and disaster is to “push and push and go hard.”

We are all prone to — and excused from — having
meltdowns during this novel coronavirus global
crisis. Small local businesses especially have been
susceptible to the pandemic tornado. Most had to
close for nearly two months early on, then were
forced to navigate dizzying new protocols, and
recently, adhere to renewed state restrictions.
Yet luckily, the local businesses in Tahoe/Truckee
have staunch advocates. The North Lake Tahoe
Resort Association/Chamber of Commerce/CVB
and the Truckee Chamber of Commerce have
been working feverishly to develop campaigns that
encourage people to think local, which is the theme
of this quarterly section, so of course we had to
highlight them.
“It’s definitely been a lot, what we’ve been working
on, but it’s been really exciting too. I think what’s
come out of this is everyone thinking outside the
box a little bit and coming up with these new

The chamber put together a one-stop shop to buy
gift cards, a perfect way to help keep businesses alive
in that moment, in a no-touch manner. Any business
was welcome to participate, and currently there are
128 listed. The chamber highlighted the portal on its
website and pushed the message out on a local and
national level.
Shoppers took notice. The gift cards page is the
second most visited page after the home page at
nltra.org, with nearly 40,000 page views since it
launched.
“Some businesses didn’t have a gift card program
in place, they didn’t know how to do that,” said Liz
Bowling, NLTRA communication director. “We did
create a DIY toolkit for businesses to be able to
implement a program if they didn’t have one.”
Trunk Show was one of these businesses.
“The gift card program proved to be quite helpful,”
Woznicki said. “We rushed to create a gift card
button for the website. I didn’t have much of a
website before, but I always wanted to, so I forced
myself to take some photos, make some content,
and get that up. I sold a lot of gift cards during
shutdown. It helped a lot. I probably raised about
$2,000 and that was huge for my tiny little store.”

YOU GOTTA EAT
Everyone gets hungry so all the chambers had to
do was show people the way.
“Restaurants are creatively adapting to ever-changing
conditions,” said Lynn Saunders, president and
CEO of the Truckee Chamber of Commerce. To
help customers stay up to date, the Truckee chamber
released its Truckee Dining Guide in mid-December,
and North Tahoe published the Takeout Tahoe
Guide at the end of October, outlining all of the dining options from Incline Village down to Homewood.
See BUSINESS

BOOSTS p. 34

Shop Local. Eat Local.
Spend Local. Think Local.
ADVERTISE LOCAL.
Jibboom Street Downtown Truckee 530 550 9664

designing environments that
enrich the human experience

Farming with love & care since 1997
USDA Organic | Certified CCOF Organic

Love the wine you’re with

(530) 583-9222
jkaedesign.com

(530) 292-3776
mountainbountyfarm.com

530.550.9664
thepourhousetruckee.com

Employs
14 people

Over 35 years
in business

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Employs
15 people

22 years in
business

Place your ad in the next

Employs
2 people

16 years in
business
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(530) 587-3607
sales@moonshineink.com
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“We started working on [the takeout
guide] in September and in anticipation of not knowing what restrictions
would be in place,” Burke said. “We
felt the one constant through all of
this was takeout. It was intentional
so it could be an evergreen program,
running throughout fall, winter,
spring, and even into summer.”
Lee Kresy, owner/operator of The
Burrito Window and D’lish Catering
in Kings Beach, confirms that the
takeout guide has been bringing
people to his doors.
“As people come in, they tell us they
saw us in the guide,” Kresy said. “A
lot of people are driven to it and say
they are trying to patronize as much
of the local businesses as they could,
to keep everyone in business.”

ucts or services from local businesses
and post it to social media with the
hashtag #ShopLocal365Truckee, and
you will be entered to win $100 in
gift cards. The chamber will draw
three names at the end of each
month at least through June.
“We won’t be asking for donations
— we will be purchasing these gift
cards — now is the time to infuse
a little cash into our businesses,”
Saunders stated in a press release
announcing the campaign.
"It will take time for this to gain
momentum — but it is a long-term
play and not a fleeting campaign ...
we’re in this for the long haul,” she
told Moonshine Ink.
The North Shore managed a Shop &
Win Contest over the holidays, with
surprisingly great results given the
shutdowns that were put into place
in December. Seventy-seven teams
signed up and turned in 609 challenge submissions in the form of text
responses, photos, and videos.
“Considering the stay-at-home order
was implemented a week after the
launch of the campaign, I'm pleased
with results,” Burke wrote in an
email. “Participants were a mix of
full-time residents, part-time residents, and both first-time and repeat
visitors. All of the teams I spoke
with said they had a blast with the
challenges, and knowing their dollars
were being spent locally felt impactful. Many said they were looking
forward to playing again.”

EATING ON THE GO: The Takeout Tahoe Guide
and the Truckee Dining Guide are both updated
regularly to keep up with the pandemic’s changing
rules. Courtesy image

LONG HAUL
The Truckee Chamber is emphasizing that supporting local commerce
is a way of life, and thus it launched
the #ShopLocal365Truckee campaign in late November.
“We know that our money in the
deep pockets of monster online
retailers will do nothing for our
community,” Saunders wrote in
a November editorial. “We know
that by shopping more consciously,
we can each do our part — 365
days a year — to contribute to the
sustainability of Truckee. When we
all commit to this, the impact to our
community will be massive.”
In the inaugural 365 program,
shoppers have the chance to win gift
cards by showing their local pride.
Take a selfie with purchased prod-
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A key point that every person
interviewed shared is that thinking
local is a long-term commitment and
that every little bit helps.
“Basically, what we’re saying is
that there are still options to shop
local whether you do that in person
or online,” Bowling affirmed. “We
always say shop small — do it right
because your impact and your dollars
make a huge difference.”

WALL-TO-WALL WARES: Randy Anger and Tracy Voelker run Tahoe Basics out of their Agate Bay
home. The couple uses a spare bedroom to store the company’s products.

Big Love for
Big Blue

WORDS BY KARA FOX
PHOTOGRAPHY BY WADE SNIDER

In 2015, Randy Anger was driving down
Dollar Hill when he spotted tourists at
the well-used overlook taking selfies with
Lake Tahoe as the backdrop. He had
been mulling over designs for his then-2year-old company Tahoe Basics, and the
scene before him sparked an idea that
turned into their flagship graphic.
“I was thinking, ‘I bet they wished this
was their home.’ It made me think how
lucky we are to call Tahoe our home,”
Anger said. “Then, bam!” Inspiration
struck.
Anger’s signature design, based on this
epiphany, features the state of California
with “HOME” overlaid and, in a fit of
perfection, the Lake Tahoe silhouette
serves as the “O.”

At the time we spoke in December,
Woznicki shared that Trunk Show
sales were down 40% for the year
and that she and fellow businesses
were doing “300% of work for 40%
income.” But she’s hopeful. In fact,
she even recently renewed her lease
for five more years.

In two weeks’ time, Tahoe Basics began
producing and selling the Home design
on T-shirts and hoodies, nearly 11,000
pieces. Local stores stocked the wares,
and sports celebrities, including Major
League Baseball player Eric Byrnes,
could even be seen wearing the design
on TV.

“Everybody likes to blame everything
on 2020,” Woznicki said. “But the
past two years have been a gift,
proving to me that I’m stronger than
I realized.”

“We hit a home run with the Home. That
is when our company became legitimate,”
Anger said. “Things started blossoming.”
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Community is
at the heart of
Tahoe Basics

IT BEGAN WITH A BEAR
Tahoe Basics was born out of one part
necessity and two parts activism. Anger,
who had a personal chef business at the
time, was looking for napkins he could
use for his cooking gigs. The timing also
coincided with a well-known bear being
shot and killed on the West Shore
in 2012.
The incident upset Anger, and he wanted
to do something proactive. Again while
on the move, this time trail running, he
came up with the phrase “Keep Tahoe
Bearable.” He thought he could do a
run of T-shirts and give proceeds to the
Homewood-based BEAR League. After
doing some research and finding they
had to form a company to make the
product and protect the copyright, Anger
proposed five names to friends and Tahoe
Basics was the winner. The name was
registered, and they started printing tees
and paper napkins with the Bearable
slogan and two bears inset into a Lake
Tahoe outline.
“Our company came from unfortunate
circumstances,” said Anger, who owns
the company with his wife, Tracy Voelker.
“We started coming up with ideas. Next
thing you know, we just stumbled into
a company.”
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And because Tahoe Basics
was founded on giving back,
Anger and Voelker keep adding
Tahoe-based nonprofits to their
growing list of beneficiaries
every year. While the Bear
League was the first nonprofit to
receive love from Tahoe Basics,
other organizations include the
Gene Upshaw Memorial Tahoe
Forest Cancer Center, Shane
McConkey Foundation, Achieve
Tahoe, and Tahoe SAFE Alliance
(which was absorbed into Sierra
Community House in 2019).
“We have members and supporters all around the world, and
they proudly wear their Bearable
T-shirts and display their bumper
stickers,” wrote Bear League
Executive Director Ann Bryant
in an email to Moonshine Ink. “It’s
been an amazing campaign, and
we are very grateful that Randy
joined our Bear Team.”
Anger said giving to his neighbors “is an important part of
the company.” It is common
for Anger to make late-night
donations to local GoFundMe
campaigns, and he and Voelker
have fed the healthcare professionals in the emergency rooms
at Renown Regional Medical
Center in Reno and Tahoe Forest
Hospital in Truckee twice during
COVID. Tahoe Basics also freely
donates apparel to local fundraisers and causes.
“We do a lot of random acts of
kindness. It is a very important
part of why our company is so
successful,” Anger said. “We do
outreaches in all different facets.
We will do anything if it is good
for the community.”

ON A ‘STEADY CLIMB’
A true mom-and-pop business,
Anger and Voelker run Tahoe
Basics from their Agate Bay
home. The couple comes up

with original designs — 28 to
date — and then have products
printed at Silver Screen Printing
in Reno. Ninety percent of the
clothing they use is also bought
from companies based in Reno.
Anger then personally delivers
his wares to nearly 40 stores
around Tahoe, Squaw Valley,
Truckee, and Reno.
“Our business model allows a
lot of local companies to make
a profit on our product. From
print to final sale, our company
is designed for everyone along
the way to make a profit,” said
Anger, who does all the orders,
invoicing, and deliveries himself.
“Numbers have gone up every
single year in Tahoe Basics. Even
with COVID, we have a 10 to
12 percent increase in sales. The
company has been on a steady
climb.”
Anger said 95 percent of Tahoe
Basics is wholesale, but three
years ago, the company began
doing custom printing jobs
for local businesses, including
design.
Darin Pepin, who owns Pep’s
Place in Tahoe Vista with his
wife Kristen Pepin, began selling
T-shirts and hoodies with the
café’s logo on them this past
spring. He chose Tahoe Basics
to print his apparel because of
Anger’s commitment to local
sourcing, and his promptness.
“He invited us into his home for
product selection. That personal
touch is where he takes his
business,” Darin said. “He is
very community-oriented; that is
the core of his principles.”
West Shore Market owner Chris
Schuster agrees. Schuster has
carried Tahoe Basic goods since
their opening in 2015, and uses
the company for its own apparel
and glassware.

“He is pretty creative in his
designs,” Schuster said of Anger.
“He is thoughtful and mixes it
up.”
While Anger and Voelker create
the designs — sometimes as
scribbles on bar napkins— they
work with local graphic designers
Allison Crookston, Bryn Merrill,
and Scott Ackley to bring those
designs to life. Jeff Schomberg, a
Reno-based metal artist, does all
of Tahoe Basics’ metal art.
A former Deadhead, Anger
incorporates several iconic
pop culture symbols into his
creations, including The Beatles,
Coca-Cola, and Tide. The most
popular seller is the “Steal Your
Lake” design, which uses the
Grateful Dead’s “Steal Your
Face” logo with Lake Tahoe
inside the skull. Other hits
include “Dark Side of the Blue,”
which is a riff from Pink Floyd’s
Dark Side of the Moon album,
and “Livin’ Lovin’ Tahoe,” taken
from a Led Zeppelin song.

POP CULTURE IN TAHOE: A former Deadhead who looks to pop culture for
inspiration, Randy Anger has used iconic images, like this one of The Beatles, as
inspiration for his Tahoe Basics designs.

Tahoe Basics currently offers
a variety of items, including
T-shirts, hoodies, glassware, hats,
beanies, onesies, cookie cutters, metal art, and custom cut
address plates. Customers have
come to love finding sale items
at Anger and Voelker’s yard sale
at their home over the Fourth of
July, Labor Day, and Memorial
Day holiday weekends.

TAHOME: Randy Anger holds up his HOME design, which uses the Tahoe
silhouette in place of the O. Although Tahoe Basics is most known for their
graphic tees, hoodies, and hats, the company also produces metal signs.

Anger gives credit to the success
of Tahoe Basics to his long-time
supporters.
“We have an awesome following
of clients and friends who love
our products,” Anger shared
proudly. “The local stores that
carry our product and our loyal
customers are the backbone of
our company.”
BEST SELLER: The most popular seller for Tahoe Basics is their “Steal Your
Lake” design, which uses the Grateful Dead’s “Steal Your Face” logo with Lake
Tahoe inside the skull. The company’s number one product type is hats.

Insurance office of Roxanne Duffield

How do you pivot while marrying
culture with strategy?

(916) 761-2045
linkedin.com/in/pamela-hurt-hobday-9176305

Employs
16 people

41 years in
business

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Working to ensure
Community Vitality!
historictruckee.com
info@historictruckee.com
52 years in business

Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is
there! We are all in this TOGETHER!

530-550-9000
www.insuranceroxanne.com
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2 persons

32 years in
business
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888.3PLUMAS
plumasbank.com
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40 years in
business
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WORD ON THE
STREETS AND
LIFT SEATS
Community members
show their love for local
establishments
Andy Jacobs,
Olympic Valley
I loved doing some holiday
shopping at Cha Fine Teas of
Truckee. The owner told me
how they source their tea and was so knowledgeable
about everything on the shelf. I also treated myself to
a matcha boba. :)

Sarah Nisbet,
Truckee
Sock Parlour, Tahoe Sports Hub,
Ace, BlueZone, Bespoke,
California 89. Love thy neighbor.
I shop local because I know how
important it is to have small
businesses in our small town and that it also goes to
supporting local families as well during a difficult time.

THINK LOCAL highlights the
importance and impact of being a localist.

Dennis Alexander,
Kings Beach

It’s not just shopping — it’s about services,
restaurants, medical care, nonprofits,
businesses, and even media.
THINK LOCAL is a signature on a
statement saying we believe in Tahoe/Truckee and
want to see a thriving community we all love.

I tend to bounce between all
three Alibi Ale Houses and
Whitecaps Pizza! In these
strange times they both seem to go over and above
to keep things safe/clean. Outstanding food and
beers! I love how involved Alibi is with community
events! Great staff too!
COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX
Moonshine Ink

Nourishing Healthy Communities

(530) 587-7426
newmoonnaturalfoods.com
Employs
84 people
36

23 years in
business
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Keep Tahoe Smart

(530) 587-3607
moonshineink.com
Employs
9 people

18 years in
business

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Creating bespoke fine art furniture

(530) 548-5112
roundwoodfurniture.com
Employs
8 people

19 years in
business

Official Sponsor of
Good Times in
North Lake Tahoe & Truckee!

(530) 583-6415
tahoedaves.com
Employs
120 people

44 years in
business
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hile seasonality slowed sales volume in December as anticipated, there remained a significant
increase compared to the numbers from 2019. The Tahoe Sierra MLS saw December sales volume
increase 78% year over year, while in Incline Village and Crystal Bay, December sales volume climbed
138% over last year. Also in the Tahoe Sierra MLS, the number of homes actively listed for sale is down
66% compared to 2019, continuing the trend of low supply and high demand. All micro regions reached
their highest median price of the year in December, resulting in the highest monthly median sale price
since Market Watch began running in 2016. With ongoing stay-at-home orders in place, the Tahoe/
Truckee region continues to appeal to many seeking a second home or new residence to work from with
access to outdoor activities. ~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe Luxury Properties

UNITS SOLD

HOMES FOR SALE

Single-family homes sold
December 2020

Single-family homes for sale as of Jan. 1

Truckee*

60

North and
West Shores**
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Incline Village/
Crystal Bay

4

Tahoe
Lakefronts
0
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72

30

MEDIAN PRICE
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Single-family homes for sale as of Jan. 1
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Single-family homes sold
December 2020

$
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Truckee*
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Tahoe
Lakefronts
=
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500000
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2000000
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TLUXP.COM

HOMES PENDING
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46
20

Brought to you by

Including 9 Tahoe Lakefronts

Including 4 Tahoe Lakefronts

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $974K
Truckee*

North & West Shores**

Incline Village/Crystal Bay

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows
~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

North and Incline Village/
West Shores** Crystal Bay
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW: Hawk’s Peak and the Tahoe Donner Cross
Country Ski Center are easily spotted from this Pinnacle Loop
home in Tahoe Donner that sold in just three days for $1,010,000
— $115,000 over asking price. Photo courtesy Matt Waclo
Photography

When demand exceeds supply
Last year was a memorable market at all price levels
are the minority. Two-thirds of all properties sold
there in 2020 went for more than $1 million, and
a handful soared far above $10 million.

2020 was an unprecedented
year for real estate in North
Lake Tahoe and Truckee. Once
COVID-related shutdowns
were lifted, money flowed into
Tahoe like water.

As with other Tahoe luxury destinations, the volume
of home sales in Incline/Crystal Bay more than
doubled to $895 million last year, and the median
sales price of a single-family house rose 12% to
$1,455,000.

Almost $3 billion worth of
real estate changed hands in
HOW’S THE
the Tahoe/Truckee and Incline
MARKET?
By Jackie Ginley
Village/Crystal Bay markets
last year. For single-family
homes, that’s a whopping 87% increase in volume
over 2019 — a staggering jump that no one has seen
in recent memory, and more than double the gains
we witnessed in 2012, when bargain-buying fueled a
recovering market.

Driving the luxury market were well-heeled buyers
seeking a retreat from the confines of their urban
environments in the Bay Area, Los Angeles, and
other big cities. And they were showing a decided
preference for tony, gated communities like Martis
Camp, with its own lift on the backside of Northstar
and a 55,000-square-foot clubhouse that boasts his
and hers spas and a heated saline lap pool.

But there were almost no bargains to be found last
year. Homes that were priced right and showed well
received multiple offers and often sold for far over
asking.

Sales at Martis Camp were close to twice what they
had been the year before, with 60 homes selling for
a total of close to $338 million (almost all of them
cash). The vast majority were sellers cashing out;
only eight houses were brand-new.

The highest demand was for homes priced under
$1 million, but luxury sales also soared in 2020.
Close to half (45%) of the homes that changed
hands in North Tahoe and Truckee last year closed
for $1 million or more.

On the California side of Lake Tahoe, buyers showed
a preference for lakefronts priced under $10 million,
but it was also a summer marked by low inventory,
with a number of beautiful estate properties only
hitting the market in the fall. The Nevada side of
the lake saw some spectacular estate sales. Over the
summer, waterfront home sales in both states tripled
from what they had been
the year before.

In Incline Village/Crystal Bay, a millionaire’s tax
haven where the beaches are all private to homeowners and their guests, homes priced under $1 million

Happy New Year,
neighbors.

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com
530-550-9000
2006045
38

I wish all my neighbors a healthy, happy
and safe New Year. Here’s to this year
bringing you nothing but the best.
DOWNLOAD THE STATE FARM® MOBILE APP
IN THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY TODAY.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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At Gray’s Crossing, a
golf course community
just north of downtown
Truckee, sales also doubled from the year before.
Many of the homes there
are built in “mountain
modern” style, boasting
contemporary finishes and
walls of windows. With
prices there hovering at or
under $2 million for much
of last year, Gray’s also
represented somewhat of

a bargain compared to other golf course communities like Lahontan, where, for much of the summer
and fall, it was challenging to get an offer in on
anything priced under $3 million.
Wealthy buyers weren’t the only hallmark of 2020.
Seeing the spike in prices, many locals decided to
cash out.
In Glenshire, for example, home sales nearly
doubled over what they had been in 2019, and
the median price of a family home rose 22% to
$698,000. That’s a big jump for a neighborhood
largely composed of full-time families locally
employed in Truckee or Reno.
Prosser Lakeview and Prosser Heights, similarly
full-time neighborhoods, experienced the volume of
sales nearly tripling from the year before, and the
median sales price rose 33% to $700,000. Those who
owned their homes for a decade or more witnessed
significant appreciation.
The same was true for Tahoe Donner, where even
those who had owned for just a few years pocketed
big gains. The volume of home sales doubled there,
with more than half of all homes selling at or above
asking, and the median sales price rising to a record
high of $815,000.
So where are we headed?
Low inventory and high demand continue to put
pressure on the market segment below $3 million,
with the greatest number of buyers looking under
$1 million. At the time of this writing, just after
New Year’s Day, there were only 27 homes for sale
in our entire market (including Incline Village) that
were priced under $1 million.
Where we go from here depends a lot on the degree
to which professionals can continue to work from
home, and the strength of the economy moving
forward. New inventory could help balance the
market, and the key indicators to watch as we move
into 2021 will be sales volume and days on market.
~ If you would like a personalized valuation of your
home or neighborhood, call or email Jackie Ginley at
(775) 391-9443 or jackie@tahoeishome.com.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Dodging the Draft
Checking your home’s
energy efficiency
Picture this: It’s the perfect
stormy night. Snow is falling.
You’re curled up on the couch
by the fire, binge-watching Cobra Kai on Netflix. The wind
howls outside while at the same time a draft through the
house battles the heat of the fire roaring in your wood
stove. Brrr. If this sounds familiar, you could probably
benefit from an energy assessment of your home.
SPACE IT UP

By Juliana Demarest

One of the biggest violators during wintertime is a drafty
window. According to the U.S. Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, heat gain and loss through windows are responsible for 25% to 30% of residential heating and cooling energy
use. Short of replacing all the windows in your home, there are steps you can
take to decrease drafting.
Frost King makes both indoor and outdoor window insulation shrink kits that
seal your windows. Though not the most aesthetically pleasing solution, it’s as
easy as some double-sided tape and a hairdryer. The kits can be installed on
metal, vinyl, painted, or varnished window frames and are also available for
basement, standard, extra-large, and picture window sizes. There’s also one
for patio doors. Ace Hardware carries its own version in addition to the Frost
King, 3M, and Duck brands.

EASY AS 1-2-3: Shrink-wrapping your windows with plastic
insulating film, above, is an easy and affordable way to keep
chilly air outside while preventing warmer air from drifting
through the cracks. Courtesy photo
At left: Just a few of the options available at Mountain Hardware
in Truckee. Photo by Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink

The Truckee Donner Public Utility District,
Liberty Utilities, and NV Energy offer such
free home energy assessments. NV Energy,
which has temporarily suspended in-home
audits due to the pandemic, offers customers a complimentary online
energy assessment instead. Visit nvenergy.com to start your own assessment, and you’ll receive tips on how to reduce energy consumption as
a bonus. You can also find a five-minute home energy checkup through
Pacific Gas and Electric at pge.com.
Energy.gov is a great resource when it comes to energy efficiency, offering
a do-it-yourself energy assessment in addition to tips for scheduling and
preparing a professional audit. Learn about the different types of weatherstripping, choosing the right variety, and proper installing techniques for
both windows and doorways.

While some windows and doors may be obviously drafty, there are less
conspicuous spots like ductwork, flue or chimney shafts, and exterior wall
staircases that could be letting in cold air. The quickest and easiest fixes for
these types of draft issues are caulking and weather-stripping. For nonmoving
components, caulking is suggested to fill in cracks or gaps less than a quarterinch wide. For moving parts like windows and doors, weather-stripping is the
preferred method of sealing off any spaces that could allow air to drift through
the cracks.
Most utilities providers offer customers the opportunity to schedule a home
energy audit, for which someone will come to the home to evaluate its energy
efficiency and determine areas where energy is being lost. A specialist will
assess a number of areas in the home: lighting, caulking around windows
and doors, insulation levels of walls and ceilings, HVAC systems, the age of
appliances. You will receive customized tips to improve energy efficiency; the
auditor will recommend upgrades and tell you about rebates you may qualify
for to help cover the costs.

Expect Excellence
Jackie Ginley

Unparalleled Advertising | Proven Results

775-391-9443 | Jackie@TahoeisHome.com | www.TahoeisHome.com | Broker NV. 145245 CA. 1969342

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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MOUNTAIN LIFE

Going the Distance
M y f e e l i n g s a b o u t C OV I D - 1 9
and online learning
BY CHARLOTTE STODTMEISTER
Kids’ Perspective

I don’t even know where to start.
My feelings about distance learning
change, sometimes daily. Last year,
when we did not return to school after
spring break, I was excited about the
idea of a few more weeks of vacation;
but those few extra weeks turned into
the rest of the school year, which turned
into an endless summer, with little to do
and no friends to play with. Boredom
and frustration quickly overpowered the
sense of excitement that I felt at first.
My dad is a family physician who
has lost patients to COVID-19, and
both he and my mom feel strongly
about the importance of proper social
distancing. Since March, our family
has limited social contact to just a
few people who are also limiting their
contact to just us. Our social bubble is
tiny. While I know that social distancing
and wearing a mask is important to
keep ourslves and others safe, I wish
that it would end. I want to see my
friends again. I miss playing sports and
having play dates. I miss being able
to see without steam from my mask
fogging up my glasses. I miss leaving
the house to see different faces and
experience new things without my
little brother as my constant companion. I miss seeing kids my age.
Despite the strictness of my parents in
social distancing, my family has been
trying to keep it interesting. Since

March, my grandma has sent me
Amazon packages filled with books
every single week. By the end of
August, I had read over a hundred
books. It is more than that now, but
I have lost count. My parents have
also tried to keep life fun. We spent
our canceled Santa Cruz vacation
money on backpacking gear
and hiked and camped a lot this
summer. I also went to the drivein movies and learned to make
cookies on my own. There were
definitely happy moments in spite
of the loneliness and boredom.
When summer break ended, my parents were not comfortable sending
my brother and me back to in-person
school, so they enrolled me at North
Star Online School. Fourth grade has
been academically challenging, for
sure; but more than that, adjusting
to schooling at home has been hard.
My only classmate is my 6-year-old
first-grade brother. Recess consists
of going to the kitchen for a snack
and reading my book. PE includes
doing a workout video with my
mom and brother, walking around
the neighborhood with my mom and
brother, or occasionally riding my bike
or rollerblading at a park with my mom
and brother. Always with my mom and
brother. And while I love my mom and
brother, sometimes I just need a break.

KEEPING DISTANCE: Fourth-grader Charlotte
Stodtmeister loves the together time she’s had with
her family during the pandemic, but she’s really
looking forward to the day she can once again be with
kids her own age. Courtesy photos

On the other hand, I am happy to be
going to online school because I know
it helps keep me safe from catching
and spreading COVID-19. Also, I like
that I have learned more at North
Star than at any other school I have
attended. (It sure beats the experience I had with distance learning
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after spring break last year, which was
a disorganized mess and a waste of
time.) At home, I have a great teacher:
my mom. She is very smart. I love
being with my family all day, but I am
really looking forward to missing them
when I go back to school and being
excited to see them again at the end
of the day.

ALL KINDS OF ENVELOPES
ALL KINDS OF SIZES
1-COLOR, 2-COLOR, 4-COLOR
CATALOG, BOOKLET,
REMITTANCE,
STANDARD & WINDOWS,
DUAL WINDOWS & CUSTOM MADE!

Thank you for your continued support of our business
& your effort to contain the virus in our community.
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Open Thursdays
to Sundays

christyhill.com

Historic Hilltop
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

RESERVE NOW ON
C O T T O N W O O D R E S TAU R A N T. C O M

EARTH TO TABLE
BE KIND | BE CALM | BE HELPFUL

OUTSIDE DINING THURSDAYS TO SUNDAYS
serving brunch & lunch options
TAKEOUT DINNERS
with bottled wine & cocktails to go available
Thursdays to Sundays 4:30-7:30pm

115 Grove St ., Tahoe Cit y CA 530 -5 83- 8551

CHECK OUR WEBSITE
for current menus, time details
& to order takeout online



Voted Best Outdoor Dining by Readers of Tahoe Quarterly



CottonwoodRestaurant.com

(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

 

    



UNIQUE SUS TA IN A B L E
H A NDCR A F T ED JE W E L RY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands

530-581-3117 • Gift Cards Available
599 N. Lake Blvd., Ste. A • Tahoe City, CA 96145

HIGH FIVE
TO WINTER FITNESS
Featuring

LORIEN
POWERS
Studio JewElry

MONTANA SAPPHIRES
Ethically Sourced Gems

9 9 3 2 D o n n e r P a s s R d . Tr u c k e e . C A . 9 6 1 6 1
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READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Dr. Amanda Stuart, DVM
Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM

530-582-1133

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
Ask about exercises and
techniques to prevent injury
before it happens!

1 2 0 6 8 D o n n e r P a s s R d , T r u c k e e | Ta h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m
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SOUL KITCHEN

Meal subscription saves locals time, users point to pros and cons
JULIANA DEMAREST

T

Moonshine Ink

ahoe is making
use of the no-cook
fad that’s sweeping
pandemic-time U.S.
culture: meal subscription services. Sun Basket,
Hello Fresh, Every Plate,
Gobble, Home Chef, Purple
Carrot, Blue Apron, Freshly,
and Hungryroot are just a
few of the dozens of delivery
services available. You can
also find options for just
about all dietary needs: vegan,
pescatarian, gluten free, keto,
paleo, you name it. Of course,

HELLO, DINNER: Hello Fresh is one of dozens of meal subscription services
offering options for a whole host of dietary needs and preferences. Courtesy photo

like with most any service of
convenience, there are pros
and cons to be found.
“We did Sun Basket for years
and just recently paused our
subscription just to take a bit
of a break,” Lauren Tapia of
Truckee told Moonshine Ink,
noting that her family was
going to try Daily Harvest
for a change. “We stuck with
Sun Basket because they were

The time is NOW to fulfill
your real estate dreams!

the most consistent regarding
delivery; only once or twice
was our order delayed. It was
honestly a godsend to rely
on the box during the height
of pandemic craziness in the
spring. Everything was also
organic, which was a plus.”
The specifics of each service
run the gamut, with prices
based on the number of
meals and servings per
week. Each subscription
service provides a choice of
numerous dishes, anything
from pork sausage-stuffed
peppers with jack cheese and
Japanese gnocchi with miso
tomato butter and nori spice
to parmesan-crusted chicken
with lemon-basil orzo salad
and walnut pesto sustainable
salmon with quinoa.
“I think I’ve done them all and
settled on Every Plate because
of cost, easy, family-friendly
recipes, and portion size,”
said South Lake Tahoe mom
Nicole Pillatsch.

Experience Truckee & Lake Tahoe
real estate at a higher level

Carmen Carr
(530) 448-1643
carmencarr.com

Before COVID, Pillatsch, her
sister, and their respective
families would have dinner
as a group at their parents’
house four nights a week,
with each family taking turns
cooking for a total of 10
people. Dinner on the other
three nights would often be
takeout, which would easily
cost at least $100. Using
Every Plate, that $100 has
dropped to $68 per week.
“The measurements and portions are perfect for my family
of four,” she said. “We rarely
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have leftovers … We waste a
lot of food when I buy from
the grocery store as I have
containers full of food that get
tossed on garbage night.”
In the year she used Blue
Apron, Truckee’s Thea Kimura
noticed portion sizes becoming
smaller. “Three mini potatoes
[are] not going to feed two
people,” she said, noting that
she was happy with Hello
Fresh after trying that. When
she switched to a plant-based
diet, Kimura, a registered
dietician, moved on to Purple
Carrot, which she says is
essentially a vegan service.

other subscriptions. From
what she’s read about the
issue, to Kimura it seems
that the packaging waste is
outweighed by food waste
since people tend to over-buy
at the grocery store.
“Every Plate helps to
minimize our food waste,
though we are tossing ice
packs away weekly because
I can’t save them due to
lack of space in the freezer
now,” Pillatsch said. “The
other packaging is minimal.
Veggies don’t get wrapped
and the condiment/seasoning
packets are very tiny.”

“Depending on the meal, I
might add more food. More
rice, quinoa, pasta, etc. We
usually eat the whole thing,”
she said, explaining that if there
are any leftovers, her husband
often takes them to work for
lunch the next day. “… I like
that there’s zero food waste.”

Leslie Marcacci of Truckee
alternates between Home
Chef — “because they have
some quick, no-mess, easy
meals” — and doing an
Imperfect Foods box for
which she can select her own
ingredients and have them
delivered to the house.

And speaking of waste, some
say that’s the biggest negative
on the list of pros and cons of
a meal delivery service.

“I have tried them all,”
Marcacci said. “There is
definitely a lot of waste in
packaging with some of them,
but Imperfect Foods has
been amazing — except that I
have to meal-plan for it. I get
salmon, chicken, ground beef,
veggies, fruit, pastas, bread,
cheese, and dried goods at
a much lower cost than the
grocery store, and it gets sent
to my home in
minimal packaging from a local
facility.”

“I have been using Gobble
for a while,” Truckee
resident Becky Jackson
Rivard told Moonshine. “It’s
typically 15 minutes of prep,
which is nice. They have
lean and clean options, vegetarian, larger family-style
options ... The downside is a
lot of packaging.”
Kimura said that packaging
waste from Purple Carrot
appears to be less than with
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Earn Your

Couch Time
IN TOP FORM
By Dave Jack

F

eeling depressed, out of energy,
and concerned about your future?
You’re not alone! According to
researchers from Boston University, one
in three Americans is suffering from
anxiety or depression. COVID-19 has
tripled the rate of depression in adults
among all demographic groups.
With many of our social communities shut down, anxiety is up and
so is our time spent at home. The
Washington Post reported that since
the onset of the novel coronavirus,
Americans now spend an average
of 89% of their days at home. With
that, online and TV usage time have
skyrocketed. Streaming services
such as Netflix, Amazon Prime,
and Disney+ have reported over 12
million new subscriptions with an
average of more than 1.25 hours per
day spent watching — double what it
was before the pandemic.
It’s safe to say that with people
being depressed, home, and consuming more media, couch time is
the highest it’s ever been!

Earn Your Couch Time
Do you want to stay healthy and avoid
the coronavirus? Increasing your immunity with exercise will help. Moderate
intensity exercise helps flush bacteria
out of the lungs and airways. Exercise
also causes changes in antibodies and
white blood cells that fight off disease.
According to the British Journal of
Sports Medicine, those who did aerobic
exercise for five or more days per week,
for 30 minutes a day over a 12-week
period, reduced the likelihood of upper
respiratory infection by more than 40%.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

1 POTATO, 2 POTATO, 3 POTATO — FLOOR! Time spent channel
surfing doesn’t have to be a total loss. These exercises are perfect
to do right from the comfort of your couch.

Furthermore, the CDC recommends
30 minutes a day, five days a week,
of aerobic exercise to help reduce
infection and prevent obesity, which
can also help reduce symptoms and
severity of COVID.
With gyms closed and workout
equipment on backorder for weeks
to months, it’s time to stop making
excuses and use whatever you can.
Even the couch you enjoy sitting on
so much can be a crucial tool for an
amazing workout. It’s great!

Here is a workout
you can utilize the
couch for to earn that
relaxation time on it.
1. Bulgarian split
squat: One foot back on the

couch, lower your hips to be in line
with your knee and push through
the heel, keeping the knee over the
ankle (not turning in) to stand up. Do
10-15 reps per leg.

2. Push-ups: You can either
do the push-ups on the back of the
couch, or if you want to make it
harder, put your feet onto it and
hands on the floor. Keep the elbows
in line with the wrists to avoid hurting your shoulders. Do 10-15 reps
(try to push to failure once a week).
3. Balance step-up: Put
one foot on the couch and step up
to raise the opposite quad parallel to the floor. Don’t bounce off
your back foot! Keep it slow and

controlled, again keeping your knee
over your ankle (not turning in).

4. Incline sit-up: Put your
feet on the couch while you lie on the
floor. Sit up to get your shoulders off
the ground as you reach your wrists
over your kneecaps. Try for 10-20.
5. Hip thrust: With your upper
back on the edge of the couch and
both feet on the floor, push through
your heels to bring your hips in line
with your knee and shoulder, hold for
2 seconds, and lower the hips back
toward the floor. Do at least 15 reps.

6. Couch dips: Hands on
the edge of the couch and feet out
in front of you, lower your body
until your elbows are level with your
shoulder tucked in toward your body,
push your body weight back up.
7. Couch mountain
climber: Put your hands on

the edge of the couch and pull one
knee at a time, slowly and controlled,
between your elbows. Keep it slow to
increase your abdominal time under
tension while in plank. Do 15-20 reps
per leg (30-40 total).

8. Repeat the full
sequence 3-4 times.
Follow with
a nice stretch.
The couch can help!
1. Child’s pose: On your
knees with your hands on the couch,
MOONSHINEINK.COM

sit your hips down to your ankles and
turn your chin to one side at a time.
Feel the stretch through your lats.
Can you smell your hard work? Hold
for 20-30 seconds per side.

2. Kneeling pigeon:

Put one ankle and knee up on the
couch and sit the hips toward the
floor. Feel it stretch the outer glutes.
Hold for 20-30 seconds per side.

3. Kneeling hip flexor:

With one foot on the floor and one
knee pressed onto the edge of the
couch, lower your hips to the floor
while keeping them level. Hold for
20-30 seconds per leg.

4. Sitting shoulder
stretch: Sit on the floor with your

hands back behind you on the couch,
lean forward. Hold for 20-30 seconds.
Like David Goggins wrote in his
book, Can’t Hurt Me, “I earned the
pain, now I’m going to enjoy it.”
Get your workout in before you let
yourself sit and enjoy your favorite
shows. It will help your chances to
fight off the virus and prevent the
severity of the symptoms if you
contract it. You’ll feel much better
both physically and emotionally.
~ Dave Jack has been a certified
personal trainer for 13 years, specializing in a variety of areas from
nutrition to performance. He believes
in training properly to improve one’s
ability in sports.
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ARTS & CULTURE

The

Must Go Online

TCT sees record number of play submissions
BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

When the Truckee Community
Theater first started its 10-Minute
Play Festival in 2016, company
members were thrilled to get 15
original submissions. As they had
hoped, that number has steadily
grown in the ensuing years — but
nothing could have prepared them
for the flood of scripts that would
fill the theater company’s email
inbox this past fall.
“By late October, we had received
about 35 to 40 submissions, which
is the norm, and I thought, ‘Great,
we are off to a really strong start,’”
said TCT artistic director Carrie
Haines. “By mid-November, with
the deadline quickly approaching,
we had received over 200 submissions. I think my first reaction was,
‘How on earth are we going to read
all of them?’”
By the time the Nov. 30 cutoff
date rolled around, a whopping
306 plays from coast to coast and
as far away as the United Kingdom
had arrived.
“We’re running out of bodies to
read them,” Haines said with a
laugh. “You would think during
quarantine we would have all this
time on our hands … it’s not that
way. Everybody’s busy.”
During the festival’s first year in
2016, TCT put on a two-night

event with the first night featuring original plays and the second
professionally written plays, for
which royalties had to be paid to
publishers. When theater founder
Courtney Simpson decided to
bring the event to life, TCT was
the first theater company in the
state to host a 10-minute play
festival.
“No one was doing these. It was
kind of an East Coast thing and
she decided to give it a try because
there are so many 10-minute
plays,” said Haines, noting that
this format is, “a little better than
a one-act-play festival because
one-act plays can be two hours
long.” As she sits down to review
scripts, Haines sets a timer to
ensure that any given play runs
within the allotted time limit.
The festival was originally planned
for March when it first started
five years ago, but eventually was
moved to the fall, which proved
not to be a good fit. Following
the October 2019 event, it was
decided that TCT would skip the
affair in 2020 and move it back to
its original wintertime slot.
While the COVID-19 pandemic
wasn’t the reason behind the
missed 2020 festival, it is having
a great effect on the 2021 installment. The pandemic is a running
theme in a number of the submissions, in large part due to the

company’s call for COVID plays
back in May.
“When we all locked down, we
thought, ‘Oh well, let’s get people
to be creative. Let’s get people
to write plays about this,’” said
Haines, explaining that when only
a handful of submissions trickled
in, TCT pushed the deadline to
Sept. 30 and put out a call for
scripts on any topic through the
American Council for Community
Theaters. “They started just
coming in. We would get 10 one
day, then 25. When it got closer to
Thanksgiving, they were coming in
at like 50 a day.”
While a great deal of reading
through scripts remains for the
play reading committee, there are
already a few submissions that
are shoo-ins.
“I’ve got to tell you, I was so
hoping for a lot of comedy — but
they were really sad,” Haines said,
noting that some of the pandemicthemed submissions turned pretty
dark, focusing on loneliness,
depression, death, and not being
able to see family during times of
stay-at-home orders. “But there
are some that are seriously funny.”
One such comedic submission
is actually a 10-minute musical.
Written by local resident Andrew
Quadri, COVID-19: The Musical
will treat theatergoers to hilarious

parodies of existing showtunes
like COVIDcabana, a silly twist
on Barry Manilow’s ever-popular
Copacabana. Past festival attendees will be happy to finally learn
the fate of Bella and Coco, the
two feline leads of playwright
Chris Whidney’s previous I Hate
Cats. Whidney, who splits his time
between living in Truckee and
New York, has submitted a sequel,
I Hate Cats, Too, which Haines
herself will be directing. And
Texas resident Sylvia Ashby’s 55th
Reunion takes place on a bench in
a high school gymnasium during a
class reunion.
There were even several submissions from a group of prisoners
from New York State who participate in a theater program for
inmates. As of press time, those
scripts were still in the stack
waiting to be read.
If there’s one guarantee, it’s that
the 2021 festival will be at least
in part, or possibly even entirely,
virtual. That includes auditions,
too, which will be held once play
selection is finalized in January.
The time commitment for rehearsals is an hour a week, during
which a 10-minute play can be run
through three or four times. Those
interested can send an email to
info@truckeecommunitytheater.com
with “10-minute play audition” as
the subject line.

GHOSTS OF PLAYS PAST: Previous
productions that were part of the Truckee
Community Theater’s 10-Minute Play
Festival included, from left, Open to
Interpretation, I Hate Cats, and The Seal
Wife. Fans of I Hate Cats will be able to find
out what Bella and Coco have been up to
with this year’s sequel, I Hate Cats, Too.
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Gift
Certiﬁcates
Available

AND … ACTION! With 306 scripts
submitted for consideration
for the 10-Minute Play Festival,
Truckee Community Theater artistic
director Carrie Haines and the rest
of the reading committee have
their work cut out. Courtesy photo

“We are looking for plays
that could be shown on
Zoom,” Haines said. “So,
god forbid we can’t get into
the Community Arts Center,
we can’t cast on a stage
together, we’re thinking,
‘Are there plays that would
translate well with all the
actors in little boxes?’”

are permitted come March
showtime, there will likely
be a reduced number of
seats available. So with
livestreaming pretty much a
given, any in-person tickets
would be sold at a VIP rate,
while livestreaming would
be available for a minimum
requested donation of $5.

When the show does go on,
if live audience members

“That’s the plan for the end
of March,” Haines explained.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

“We have so many plays and,
with livestreaming, I think
maybe we’ll do another round
in April and maybe another
round in May. We’ve talked
about extending it so we can
do maybe up to 40 plays.”
Find updated information
on the Truckee Community
Theater Facebook page or at
truckeecommunitytheater.com.
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14 JANUARY - 10 FEBRUARY 2021

45

• It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.

TAP CALENDAR

JAN. 23

JAN. 20

THROUGH FEB. 12

UNTIL FEB. 4

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: UNTIL FEB. 12: The artwork of Marie Wolf; JAN. 20: Be a Birdwatcher; JAN. 23: Catch a virtual concert, Courtesy photos; UNTIL FEB. 4: Alpenglow Sports Winter Speaker
Series presents Ingrid Backstrom, Photo by Jim Delzer

ONGOING
Mondays
WELLNESS | Silently Meditate

Into Awareness
For Goodness Sake holds weekly
meditation sessions via Zoom every
Monday night. Silent meditation starts
at 5:30 p.m. with introductions and
check-in at 6 p.m. Partially guided
meditation begins at 6:10. Meditation
is a practice of shifting from thought
to awareness. Sessions are led by Jon
Weedn. Info: goodnesssake.org

Tuesdays
EDUCATION | Lunch With A
STEM Scientist
Headwaters science institute continues its weekly program Lunch With A
Scientist. This series offers students
of all ages exposure to working STEM
professionals. Each week students
are introduced to a new scientist who
will present his or her research and
answer questions from the audience. This is a great way to still give
students insight into science-related
careers while learning remotely.
Watch the talks Tuesdays at 11 a.m.
on YouTube or Facebook Live or find
them in the archives on the Headwaters website. There are also downloadable worksheets and vocabulary
lists related to each session.
Info: headwatersscienceinstitute.org

Thursdays
FAMILY | Arts and Crafts Fun
The Washoe County Library invites
children to participate in Crafternoons.
Held on the second and fourth Thursday of each month, this program offers a fun family arts and crafts project
each session. On Jan. 14, the project
46
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will be birdseed ornaments and on
Jan. 28 kids can create a rainbow spinner toy. All virtual events are shared
on Facebook and are archived on the
library website and YouTube. Registration is not required, but encouraged
in order to receive an email reminder
with the link prior to the event. Info:
4 to 5 p.m.; washoecountylibrary.us

Feb. 3 at 4 p.m. on Zoom. Registration
is required. Gallery hours are Tuesday
through Friday, noon to 4 p.m.
Reserve private gallery time for up
to 10 people by emailing gallery@
thecenterforthearts.org or calling
(530) 274-8384. Masks are required
when visiting the center.
Info: thecenterforthearts.org

Fridays

Jan. 20

WELLNESS | Road to Recovery

Through Buddhism
Reno Buddhist Center offers a Buddhism-inspired approach to recovery
from addictions of all kinds. RBC is a
community of people dedicated to
the practices of mindfulness, compassion, forgiveness, and generosity, using meditation and kindness to heal
the pain and suffering that addiction has caused in our lives and the
ones of those around us. Teachings
provide the framework for understanding that leads toward wellness.
Weekly peer-led meetings include
guided meditations, readings from
various Buddhist recovery books, and
group sharing and discussion. Open
to people of all backgrounds and
respectful of all recovery paths, these
meetings are appropriate for anyone
in, or interested in, recovery from any
forms of addictive behavior. No prior
meditation experience necessary.
Always free; donations welcome. Info:
6 p.m.; renobuddhistcenter.org

Through Feb. 12
ARTS & CULTURE | New Art
Exhibit Now Open
The artistic works of Marie Wolfe are
now on display in the Granucci Gallery
at The Center for the Arts in an exhibit
titled Sparks of Imagination. There will
be a question and answer session on
MOONSHINEINK.COM

OUTDOORS | Be a Birdwatcher
Interested in nature, discovery, exploring outside, and a bit of a challenge?
Birdwatching just might be a perfect
fit. Join Sarah Hockensmith of the
Tahoe Institute for Natural Science as
she introduces you to the 2021 Tahoe
Big Year, a year-long birding event
that celebrates the hundreds of bird
species occupying the Tahoe region,
bringing together birding beginners
and enthusiasts alike. This online
presentation, accessible at ucdavis.
zoom.us/j/91289746901, will acquaint
you with common and unique birds of
Lake Tahoe, birding destinations in the
area, explain what a bird Big Year is,
and how to get involved. Info:
6 to 7 p.m.; sierranevadaalliance.org

Jan. 23
ARTS & CULTURE | Catch a
Virtual Concert
Strings Concerts Presents David Wilcox live at 7 p.m. Wilcox’s streamed
shows are as joyful for him as for his
fans. His first Mandolin concert, this
will be an audience request night in
cooperation with the western U.S.
presenters he’s worked with over
the years. This ticketed event will
be livestreamed by Mandolin, and
will remain available on-demand for
ticket holders for 48 hours following
the broadcast. Tickets for the virtual

performance are $20. Upon purchase,
log in, go to the chat function, and
enter your song requests. If you’re
asking for an older tune that Wilcox
might have to freshen up on, please
put in your requests as far ahead as
possible. Info: stringsconcerts.com

Feb. 4
OUTDOORS | Winter Speaker
Series Continues
An extreme skier of international
fame, Ingrid Backstrom established
herself in Matchstick Production’s
2004 ski movie Yearbook and was the
only female to be featured as one of
Powder Magazine’s Future Big Mountain Heroes in 2002. She has also won
prestigious awards for appearances in
ski films at the 2005 Powder Magazine
Video Awards. Her show, Little Big
Mountain Skiing, will depict a few of
her best trips and ski lines, followed
by the transition of a continuing ski
career while becoming a mother. The
2020/21 Virtual Winter Speaker Series
is livestreaming to you at home. All
shows are free of charge and all ages
are welcome. The much-loved and
anticipated in-person raffle will take
place this year in a virtual capacity
with tickets available for purchase
at online registration and winners
announced in real-time during the
screening. Proceeds from Backstrom’s
show will benefit the Tahoe Fund. The
Donor Party, the anonymous philanthropic arm of the Winter Speaker Series, will supplement the funds raised
via the raffle.
Info: alpenglowsports.com
Due to ever-changing COVID
guidelines, all listings in the TAP
Calendar and Get Out & Go are
subject to change.
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Get In the Know About What’s Going On:

NLTRA First Tuesday Breakfast Club,
Good Morning Truckee

UNIVERSITY

TAHOE

A WORLD CLASS
EDUCATION IS
CLOSER TO HOME
THAN YOU THINK

THE BREAKFAST BUNCH: The North Lake Tahoe Resort Association’s First Tuesday Breakfast
Club held its first virtual session of the year on Jan. 5. Courtesy photo

Rise and shine and find out what’s
going on in your neck of the woods.
Although the pandemic is keeping
people from congregating in person,
the folks of Good Morning Truckee
and the First Tuesday Breakfast Club
are continuing to bring you their
monthly programs via a virtual format.
The First Tuesday Breakfast Club
is held on, well, the first Tuesday
morning of each month, of course.
This community forum is presented
by the North Lake Tahoe Resort
Association/Chamber of Commerce
and is an opportunity to learn about
timely community news and project
information, along with relevant
updates from movers and shakers in
North Lake Tahoe.
It’s a free program, taking place
virtually for the time being from 7
to 8 a.m. Digital doors open for
networking at 6:30 a.m. A welcome
and updates from various agencies
such as Placer County, fire departments, Tahoe Regional Planning
Authority, the Tahoe City and North
Tahoe public utility districts, and
others begin at 7. Presentations
start at 7:15 with the opportunity
for stump speeches at 8. Recent
presenters included the Tahoe
Truckee Community Foundation,
Tahoe Truckee Unified School
District, and Sierra Small Business
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Development Center. Sign up via
Zoom links that can be found on
the NLTRA Facebook page and the
nltra.org event calendar.
Good Morning Truckee is also a free
community forum, providing timely,
relevant information on a variety of
topics. This virtual program is held
on the second Tuesday of every
month, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.
Recent speakers included Harry
Weis, CEO of the Tahoe Forest
Health System, who provided an
update on the COVID-19 vaccine;
Stacy Caldwell, CEO of the Tahoe
Truckee Community Foundation,
speaking on the impact that COVID19 has had on the community and its
nonprofits; and Porter Simon attorney David Wolfe, who discussed
state and federal COVID-19 tenant
eviction protection legislation.
Good Morning Truckee is presented by the Truckee Chamber
of Commerce in partnership with
numerous sponsors and can be
livestreamed at truckee.com/
goodmorningtruckee and tahoetruckeemedia.org. It can also be viewed
on Suddenlink channel 18 or via
Zoom. Each session is recorded and
available for viewing at a later time.

Hybrid Courses - On Ground and Online
A Track Record of Student Success
Committed Expert Faculty
A Tight-Knit Institution Dedicated to
Education and Safety for its
Students and Community

VISIT OUR CAMPUS TODAY AND APPLY
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
LIMITED ENROLLMENT

virtual tour: sierranevada.university-tour.com
sierranevada.edu/visit | admissions@sierranevada.edu
999 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village, NV | 866-412-4636

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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Give Unto Others

Windfall of generosity leads to unique request
BY TIM HAUSERMAN
Moonshine Ink

T

he golden rule. Paying
it forward. Karma.
These philosophies are the
cornerstone of the Alpenglow
Sports Winter Speaker
Series. For 15 years, the
speaker series has brought
world-renowned outdoor
adventurers to North Lake
Tahoe to tell their stories,
while fundraising for a wide
variety of local nonprofit
organizations. When COVID
hit, the North Tahoe community returned the favor,
helping to keep Alpenglow
afloat. Now, karma has
come full circle as Alpenglow
owner Brendan Madigan sent
out a Christmas Eve letter
urging folks to not shop at his
store, but instead give money
to local nonprofits.
The Winter Speaker Series
began with Dave Nettle and

Shelley Pursell in 2006 and
was taken over by Madigan
the following year. At first, it
filled up the former Sawtooth
Cafe (now Thai Kitchen) in
Tahoe City, but then, “it got
so popular we had to move,”
said Madigan. Since the
series relocated to Squaw
Valley’s Olympic Village
Lodge, it has taken on a life
of its own with more famous
speakers, increased attendance, and more sponsors
giving better prizes each
year. Over time it became the
event to attend in the winter
and also has become a very
important opportunity for
people to easily give back to
the community.
From the beginning, the
series has always been
as much about helping
the local community as

The market changes.
Are you prepared?
Michael R Murphy, CFP®
Financial Advisor
12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102
Truckee, CA 96161
530-587-2672

edwardjones.com
MKT-5894K-A

Member SIPC

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

OFFERING SNOW REMOVAL
Walkways 0 Stairs 0 Decks
Hot Tub 0 Bear Bins

Handcrews & Snowblowers
Commercial & Residential

gratefulgardens.biz

Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372
You dream it. We make it happen.
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entertainment. Madigan
believes they will receive
donations of over $300,000
this year. Since its inception, the Winter Speaker
Series has raised $750,000
for area nonprofits like
Tahoe Nordic Search and
Rescue, Truckee Donner
Land Trust, Adventure Risk
Challenge, and Achieve
Tahoe, to name a few.
While the event has primarily raised money for
nonprofits in what is legally
called a prize giveaway,
five years ago Madigan
developed a whole new
source for fundraising
through an effort he called
the Donor Party. It began
when someone approached
Madigan and said, “I’ve
been coming to these shows
for 10 years, love the vibe
and the fundraising, and I
want to give $2,500 anonymously to support the next
event,” relayed Madigan.
Thus begun the Donor
Party, which consists of
people who anonymously
contribute $500 or more
to the speaker series,
which then distributes
the money to nonprofit
organizations. Donors
include locals as well
as people
from
out
of the
area who
love our mountain
community. One
group that has been
especially helpful are
long-term second
homeowners.
“They have the financial
means and want to help, but
they don’t know where to
give,” Madigan explained.
“The speaker series made it
easier for them to donate.
They feel good and see their
friends at the shows. They

MOONSHINEINK.COM

are willing and able to
support this community that needs
their help.”
Even the lack
of ability to
meet in person this winter
hasn’t stopped the speaker
series, and surprisingly,
the virtual version has
been bringing in more
money than the live
events. “We’ve discovered
that there are a great
many people who can’t
make it to Squaw on a
Thursday night,” Madigan
said. Those people, however, are happy to watch
the presentation at home,
and are chipping in to
help the five nonprofits
being sponsored this year:
Truckee Donner Land
Trust, Boys and Girls Club
of North Lake Tahoe,
Sierra Community House,
Tahoe Fund, and Tahoe
Institute for Natural
Science.
The last presentation this
year supports the Tahoe
Institute for Natural
Science. Like many

nonprofits,
TINS usually
receives a lot of
support from
local businesses
that are hurting
as a result of the
pandemic, and thus a nod
from this season’s series
is a true blessing for the
organization.
“Funding the mission of
a nonprofit is challenging
during the most prosperous
of times, so to have Brendan
fundraising on behalf of
the community, and having
this level of success, is just
incredible,” TINS Executive
Director Will Richardson
told Moonshine Ink. “He’s
like a one-man community
foundation. And let’s not
forget that he’s running a
retail shop, putting on the
speaker series itself, putting
on the free summer and
winter Mountain Fests for
the community, and hosting a podcast. And, after
all of that, he somehow
manages to chase down
the Donor Party pledges.
It’s unbelievable how hard
he’s working to make this a

FOUNDING FATHER: Dave Nettle
started the Alpenglow Sports Winter
Speaker Series with Shelley Pursell in
2006, handing off the reins to Brendan
Madigan the following year. Nettle,
pictured climbing near the San Joaquin
River in the Western Sierra Nevada,
returns regularly as a featured speaker.
Photo by Dave Nettle
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better place. We are truly honored,
and extremely grateful, to be part
of this year’s series.”

larly — purchasing $100,000 worth
of gift cards in just a few weeks —
which helped keep Alpenglow afloat.

When COVID-19 restrictions shut
down Alpenglow Sports for 10 weeks
in March, Madigan worried about
whether his small retail business
could survive, so he reached out for
help. The public responded spectacu-

Madigan believes it is time to step
up to the plate and return the
favor. In a letter to his customers,
he asked people to pay forward
the karmic generosity his business
has experienced.

“I propose that you consciously
divert your spending from the shop
and help me to continue Alpenglow’s
philanthropic efforts in our community,” Madigan wrote. “When
we asked for help in the spring, our
customers came to help us. Since
June we have been so busy that
we are on strong financial ground.
I thought it was the right thing to

do and people who have helped us
wanted to return the favor.”
Why does a successful local retailer
advise people to spend money
donating instead of buying gear
from his shop? “We are a community-centered business model, we
feel strongly that we have a platform, and we can use it to better the
community at large,” Madigan said.
“I firmly believe that if you do good
in the world it comes around.”
This, he has proven to be true.

Even in these times,
We can uncover your best self.

In fact, there’s
no better time.

Dinny Evans

Radical Well Being Coach

Radical Forgiveness teaches us,
“I’m not ok, you’re not ok, and that’s ok!”

Two shows still remain for this
year’s online speaker series.

DREAM CHASERS: For 15 years, the Alpenglow
Sports Winter Speaker Series has been a
popular North Lake Tahoe wintertime event.
With proceeds from each installment going
to a different nonprofit, the series features
renowned outdoor enthusiasts like Vasu Sojirta
and Angel Collinson sharing stories of their big
mountain adventures. Vasu Sojirta photo by Jason
Thompson/Angel Collinson photo by Jeff Cricco

530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com
www.radicalwellbeing.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMER S

& GALLERY

Go to alpenglowsports.com for more
information and to register for the
event. Watching is free, and you can
purchase raffle tickets upon registration for a chance to win cool prizes
and to prove Madigan’s theory that
paying it forward works.

Feb. 4:

Ingrid Backstrom, who established
herself in Matchstick Production’s 2004
Yearbook, was the only female to be featured as one of Powder Magazine’s Future
Big Mountain Heroes in 2002. She has
also won awards for appearances in ski
films including Best Female Performance
and Breakthrough Performance at the
2005 Powder Magazine Video Awards.
(See TAP Calendar p. 46.)

Feb. 25:

10099 Jibboom Street

Vasu Sojitra. For 28 years, Sojitra
has navigated life with one leg. As
one of the top adaptive athletes and
backcountry skiers in the world, he is
known for putting down First Disabled
Descents (FDDs) and his passion for
making the outdoors accessible to all.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE

Limited Operations:
11am - 4pm | Tuesday – Saturday
Appointments only, masks required.
530-587-1409
backstreetframers.com
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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P U Z Z L E

CAN YOU
WE’RE PUZZLED

Q U I Z

S
P
O
N
S
O
R

P A G E

We have questions.
Brought to
For you.
We need answers.
From you.

C R O S S W O R D

By Margie E. Burke

GUESS WHAT THIS IS?

Do you like to puzzle? Do you enjoy this page? What do you love,

you
what by:
don’t you like? Do you want this page to keep coming? If so,
are you up for sponsoring it and having the only ad on this page?
Email your feedback to quiz@moonshineink.com.

Email quiz@moonshineink.com with
your answer for a chance to win a pair
of tickets to the Tahoe City Winter
Sports Park, courtesy of the Tahoe
City Public Utility District. Correct
guesses will be entered into a drawing
from which a winner will be randomly
selected. Submit your guess by Feb. 1.
LAST MONTH: We asked you to guess
the object in a macro image.
ANSWER: Snowboard binding
WINNER: Daisy Melen, Truckee

THE S T A R S

By DAWN ANDREONI | Moonshine Ink

Astronomy | Perseus is a circumpolar constellation, a category including those

stars that revolve around the North Star. It is named for the hero of
a Greek myth, who slayed the snake-haired Medusa. Perseus is often
depicted holding Medusa’s decapitated head in his fist. Fittingly, one
of its main stars is called Algol, which translates to “demon’s head.”
Algol is an eclipsing binary star. As the two stars in this system rotate
around one another, the point of light we see appears to brighten and
dim. To find Perseus, locate the distinct “W” pattern of Cassiopeia
and the red star Aldebaran of Taurus, then follow the trail of the Milky Way between the
two. The brightest star in this region is part of Perseus, called Mirfak (“elbow”). A line of
stars continues down and curves back up, resembling a fishhook dangling in front of the
Pleiades star cluster, while Algol sits to the side of Mirfak. Perseus is not a particularly
bright constellation, and you’ll need a good view of the northern sky to see it. At nightfall,
Perseus is seen rising in the northeastern sky. By 8 p.m. he is reaching his northernmost
point, when Cassiopeia appears as an “M.” In the early morning hours, Perseus sinks low
in the northwestern horizon, with part of the constellation dipping below it by sunrise.

Astrology | Shortly into the new year, we have all planets in direct motion. We have

broken free from the Jupiter/Saturn/Pluto conjunction in Capricorn that
characterized much of 2020, bearing down on us with an intense, heavy
pressure. Saturn and Jupiter have moved out of the Earth sign and into
the lighter air sign of Aquarius. When Uranus turns direct on Jan. 13, all
planets are in direct motion and progress is promising. However, as we
learn from the moon, all astrological aspects have waxing and waning
phases. Mars and Saturn form a square that same day, placing hurdles in
the path before we’ve even begun. Additionally, Uranus and Jupiter will be forming a square to
one another three times in 2021. The first of these will occur on Jan. 17. As Jupiter is the planet
of opportunity and Uranus the planet of genius, it seems an ideal combination. However, the
square aspect is one of tension. Jupiter is the planet of expansion, pushing past limitations.
Uranus is a disrupter, shaking loose our foundations. New information may challenge the ideas
that are familiar and comfortable, which we may not receive gladly. Though unsettling, these
insights are liberating forces, able to catapult us into new realms of growth and opportunity.
This is a breakthrough energy, and a welcome one for the new year.
~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow
her at facebook.com/astronotions.
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S U D O K U
HOW TO SOLVE:
Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column
must contain the number 1
to 9; and each set of 3 by
3 boxes must contain the
numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN
THE OPINION SECTION.
Difficulty: Easy
Edited by Margie E. Burke

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Parting Shot

As a Pier Appears

Just as every day at this pier is a new day, every year is a new year — with new conditions
different than before and fresh opportunities for a better experience and existence.

A reminder after one of the most tumultuous years in our lifetimes:
Every day is a new day — a chance for things to be different.
Just ask your everyday utilitarian pier.

Just as one day on this pier is not the sum total of the pier’s reality, 2020 is not the
sum total of our reality.

READ.
READ. DISCUSS.
DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
CONTRIBUTE.

Sounds good to me!
Happy New Year!
May 2021 gift you your best days yet!

❅

To peer at more appearances of this pier, or for prints, booking, exhibition, and
collaboration, visit tc3imagery.com or tc3imagery on Instagram.

❅

Photos by Ted Coakley III

❅

❅

Photo by Daphne Hougard

❅

❅

Some days, the sun reaches high in the sky, and you feel its warmth.
Some days, it’s low, obscured or seemingly unfelt.
Some days, the air is still.
Some days, the air is beating the waves upon your ribs.
Some days, you’re blanketed in white powder.
Some days, you’re drenched clean from the sky.
Some days are drab as gray can be.
Some days gift us colors we may not have remembered were there.

FREE

TRULY
CONNECT

skiing for youth and 70+

Friendly, knowledgeable staff

❅

❅

tahoexc.org | 530.583.5475
MOONSHINEINK.COM
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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ALL RIDES ARE

FREE

Erik Bergen

Just hop on the bus.

TAHOE TRUCKEE AREA

REGIONAL TRANSIT

WINTER 2020/2021 BUS SERVICES
FREE Park and Ride Weekends | President’s Day
To/from Squaw Valley, Northstar, and all Winter Recreation
From area Park and Ride lots
January 2021: 2–3, 9-10, 16–17, 23–24, 30–31
February 2021: 6–7, 13–15, 20–21, 27–28
March 2021:
6–7, 13–14, 20–21, 27–28

Transit Service Highlights
· Hourly Mainline (Tahoe City–Incline Village)
· Hourly Hwy. 89 (Tahoe City–Squaw Valley)
· Hourly Hwy. 267 (Crystal Bay–Northstar)
· Hourly Hwy. 89 (Tahoe City, Squaw Valley, Truckee)
· Hourly Hwy. 267 (Crystal Bay, Northstar, Truckee)
· Hourly Truckee Local Route
Night service on both the Northshore and in Truckee is
currently suspended. Check TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for
schedule updates.

Park and Ride Lots are located at:
Truckee Tahoe Airport District
10356 Truckee Airport Rd, Truckee CA
Tahoe Truckee Unified School District Admin. Offices, 11603
Donner Pass Rd., Truckee CA
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For more details, go to: TahoeTruckeeTransit.com/park-ride

Alpine Meadows

267

P

NORTHSTAR

Deerfield Dr. | Crossroads

Tahoe City Transit Center, 180 W. Lake Blvd., Tahoe City, CA

Henness Flat

431

RIDE

Brockway
Rd.

KINGS
BEACH

National /28
P

28
Grove St.

Truckee Airport
Town Hall
PARK &

TAHOE VISTA
89

RENO

I-80

P

Tahoe Bilitmore

28
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Event
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CRYSTAL BAY
Hyatt

CARNELIAN BAY

P

INCLINE
VILLAGE

28

Minnow

Diamond
Peak

PARK &

RIDE
Tahoe City Transit Center

Daily Regional Routes

P

Granlibakken

Hourly service on Highway 267 and Highway 89
to/from Truckee.

TAHOE CITY
SUNNYSIDE

89

Homewood Mountain Resort

Sand Harbor

LAKE TAHOE
HOMEWOOD
TAHOMA
Sugar Pine Point

Covid-19
TART is taking several precautions to keep passengers and
employees safe. Visit TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for details.
Schedule times vary. Visit TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for detailed schedules,
more tranist options, and Covid-19 information.

MEEKS BAY

TART
PUBLIC
BUS

P PUBLIC
PARKING

PARK & RIDE
to Northstar,
Squaw Valley
and Winter
Recreation

MASK UP. ADVENTURE OUT.

TahoeTruckeeTransit.com – Text “TART” to 24587
Take the North Lake Tahoe Express: Daily airport shuttle from 5:30am–midnight. NorthLakeTahoeExpress.com | (833) 709-8080

