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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR 2020
HOMETOWN HEROES!

HOMETOWN HEROES do what they do because they see
a need and want to help. They do it out of selfless love of
their community and pureness of heart. This is what makes
Truckee such a special community. We are proud of how
our community comes together in times of need.
Recently at the 67th Annual Truckee Chamber of
Commerce Awards...A Night at the Movies: A Virtual Event,
12 Hometown Heroes were announced. We congratulate all
the winners, and recognize the efforts of all the nominees.

2020 Hometown Heroes
Craig Fierro, Motorsport Express
Heather River, Bespoke & Atelier
JJ Morgan, Moody’s Bistro, Bar & Beats
JD Hoss, 101.5 Truckee Tahoe Radio
Court Leve
TTUSD & Excellence in Education Foundation
Sierra Business Council, SBDC
Old Trestle Distillery, Andy & Alicia Barr
Sierra Relief Kitchen
• The Station
• Tremigo Mexican Kitchen
• Auld Dubliner Irish Pub
• PlumpJack Cafe
Sierra Senior Services
Sierra Community House
GogglesForDocs
• Anne Slucky & Nicholas Gagnon
• Tahoe Sports Hub
If you missed the
• Wild Cherries
Virtual Event, head to
• BlueZone Sports
TruckeeAwards.com
to watch the show!
• Granite Chief Ski & Mountain Shop
• Full Belly Deli
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DO TELL !
Keeping it light and fluffy this month, what are our
readers most looking forward to this winter?
We need a good winter with lots of snow. That’s been the consensus: 2020 has been
the year of transition and unexpected hurdles, with global and national news feeling
like a blizzard piling on layers upon layers of situations that were all but unthinkable
in 2019. Yet, here in Tahoe, one solace comes in the form of knowing that we still get
real snow. Here are some thoughts from around the area about the best expectations
for the season.

KAT SEVERIN, Truckee

Ski instructor and recreational masters racer
Looking forward to camaraderie on the slopes with
friends as we engage in playful antics.

Back to Our Roots: Men’s & Women’s Now in One Store!

ANNA JUCHAU, Donner Summit
Nurse

This winter, I’m looking forward to starting my new
nursing job and doing plenty of cross-country skiing!

Next Steps

Help us take the
in designing a
new library for the Town of Truckee

NEALA MCGUIRE, Truckee
Regional husky barksperson

Winter is coming, friends. Start floofing up those
double coats. It’s gonna be a doozy, but with ample
snow to pounce upon and much squirrel to be had
by all.

Take our 2nd survey!
This survey focuses on the architecture and
design of the space.
We will gain a greater understanding of how
your community wants the new library to look and feel.

DAVE ZOOK, Tahoe City

Freelance writer, former Moonshiner, jaded
restaurant worker
I’m mostly looking forward to those cold and powderladen days where the snow retains its quality from start to
finish, and avoids the pesky heat of the sun ... but then are
followed by several crisp and fun sunny days.

Join our community on Zoom
Monday,

Nov. 16th at 6:00 PM

Review our preliminary design and provide feedback!
Help us develop the design for a new community library.
go to

KRISTEN FERRALL, Incline Village
On-air host, Lake Tahoe Television/Outside
Television
TONS of snow!

www.truckeefol.org to participate
COMPILED BY BECCA LOUX/MOONSHINE INK

4

12 NOVEMBER – 9 DECEMBER 2020

MOONSHINEINK.COM

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

GO ONLINE
MOONSHINEINK.COM
Forget the presidential election fallout! Here’s what’s happening, as Al Roker
delightfully puts it, in your neck of the woods. Short-term rentals, wildfire, and
development were all points of interest this month in our online-exclusive stories.
Plus, there’s been a significant update in the tale of Charles “Bill” Borden
and his nearly six-month-long attempt to return to his wife at the Tahoe Forest
Hospital’s long-term care facility.

IN NEWS

Q&A With Placer County’s New
Supervising Code Compliance Officer

Hospital executive staff met with
Borden’s son Jon, and shared with him
a detailed care plan to be enacted in
watching over his father. Bill will be in
a single room (separate from Bev).
“They said all the right things,” Jon
told Moonshine of his meeting with
staff. “I don’t necessarily believe
them, but he is readmitted to the
extended care [facility].”

THROUGH

THE LOOK

Published Nov. 10 by Stephanie Herrera (public information officer for Placer
County): Jayme Paine, Placer County’s new supervising code compliance
officer, shares her thoughts about what makes her role so important, including
how the short-term rental ordinance will come into play, which “is meant to
be a roadmap for both sides of the conversation,” she says — for visitors and
residents alike.

ING GLASS
oto
Long-term care facilities aren’t
accepting new patients at this time (at least
based on the 20 or so that have been contacted for possible transfer), so
Jon said he’s taking his father’s return week by week “to see [the hospital’s]
true colors and see what happens with this new care plan. But they told me,
Maggie [Link, director of the facility] told me they had zero plans of giving
notice, zero plans of discharge, and they’ll have someone with my dad 24/7
during waking hours as part of the care plan.”

A Race Against Wildfire

Moonshine reached out to the hospital for confirmation of Bill’s readmittance,
but staff declined to speak about patient information issues.

Published Nov. 6 by Alex Hoeft: “... The [wildfire] situations on the ground
strike me as urgent and needing an all-hands-on-deck, all-tools-in-thetoolbox response now,” said Angie Avery, executive officer for the Sierra
Nevada Conservancy in a recent interview. We dive into the key tools in the
Central Sierra and Tahoe Basin to combat future wildfires.

An Unlikely
Trio Teams
Up to Protect
Glenshire Land
Published Oct. 22 by Alex
TEAMWORK Photo by Alex Hoeft/Moonshine Ink
Hoeft: Illegal and dangerous
mountain bike trails were built earlier this year on the properties formerly
known as Canyon Springs. Now, key players are taking a stand.

A Recalibration of Visitor Numbers
Published Oct. 9 by Alex Hoeft: Numbers keep coming in regarding the
number of visitors in Tahoe this summer. New wastewater information
changes things.

Courtesy ph

Bill remained in a two-week COVID-19 quarantine for safety upon reentrance to the long-term care facility, and was able to visit his wife in the
flesh on Oct. 31.
Jon said he doesn’t fear retaliation by the hospital at this point: “I think
they’re on eggshells and they’re on the radar. They’d be absolutely foolish to
retaliate and do something again.”
Read the initial piece, Dementia Discharge, online at moonshineink.com.

IN OPINION

Environmental Endorsements
Published Oct. 23 by Brooke Summers Hume: One activist’s climate-conscious
voting guide for the region and its neighbors, with candidate and other ballot
endorsements focused on environmental goals.

Audio icon indicates the story was converted to
radio for our show on KTKE 101.5 Truckee Tahoe
Radio, Moonshine Minutes. Archived at the
Multimedia tab on our site.

Dementia Discharge — The Reunion
After 180 days of separation from his wife Beverly, Charles “Bill” Borden has
returned to Tahoe Forest Hospital’s long-term care center.
State and federal agencies ruled Borden’s discharge from the care facility on
April 20 as illegal, the latest decisions including Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, or CMS, charging a daily civic penalty; revocation of
Medicare payments for new admissions; and withdrawal of nurse training and
competency exams. Borden spent nearly six months away from his wife in the
hospital’s medical/surgery unit.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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Ask about exercises and
techniques to prevent injury
before it happens!

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Becca Loux

I write these words amid an
accelerating pandemic with a
sitting president openly calling
for a lid on democracy, wildfire
still barely at bay, and a global
community awaiting election
results on pins and needles right
alongside us (need I go on?) …

Tahoe Integrative Veterinary Care
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee

530-582-1133

Ta h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

r

a thousand silent, peaceful
protest-goers in solidarity with a
Black man killed by law enforcement five states away. Kings
Beach, Reno, and South Lake
Tahoe also staged protests and
vigils in the wake of the murder
of George Floyd and countless
others.
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FITNESS IS COOL

ElectionraReflection
tive Vete on Hope in a Hazy Future

It’s a sentence that in 2019
I would’ve thought was the
start to my next half-finished
dystopian novel. However, we’re
living it and today is 2020’s
election “day” (week? month?)
as I write in trepidation knowing
that results are unlikely to be
finalized by the time we go to
press in just a few days. And for
the four years leading up to this
day, I’ve watched an increasingly
divided country show some of its
seediest underbellies.
Yet within the daily existence of
that alarming reality, there is joy.
There is laughter, there is hope,
and there has been a deepening
collaboration among humanitarian groups that’s inspiring
innovation and amplifying
marginalized peoples’ voices
across the country to demand
equity and recompense for the
historical atrocities and current
injustices they face.
A small, rural, predominantly
White mountain town in
California called Truckee
showed up with more than

More individual votes have
already been counted in the
2020 presidential race than ever
before in any previous election
in our nation’s history.
Environmental, Indigenous
rights, Black Lives Matter,
feminism, and LGBTQ+ rights
activists across the country
joined in conversation to
further mutual aims and solidify
demands for equality and
progress by seeking to empathize and relate to one another’s
experiences. At the same time,
amid the inability to gather in
person, our local community has
come together with tremendous
feats of collaboration, based on
hope.
For example, read about the
effort and humanity behind the
partners that came together
to make the Food Hub Giving
Boxes a reality, p. 48. Hope felt
lost when so many people in the
region faced food insecurity,
often for the first time, yet
support and group thinking
prevailed, letting hope remain
the driving force behind the
project.
This month’s In the Past article
also reflects fellow feeling. The
Chinese construction workers
who forged the way to the West
through this region are receiving
acknowledgement … finally (p.
20).

M O O N S H I N E

I N K

Find feminism in action with
Women of Winter, four local
ladies taking the male-dominated industry by storm (p. 22).
Each of them in her interview
spoke to the power of supporting one other.
And a coordinated, concerted
effort has never been as
important as in working to best
mitigate the region’s wildfire
issue (see our latest On Fire
piece — online only — that
describes this coming together,
titled A Race Against Wildfire.)

Even Moonshine’s very own
membership campaign, the
budding effort we’ve watched
grow into organic enthusiasm for
a joint reader- and advertisingfunded publication, builds on
the same momentum, and we’re
riding it to create new models
for independent journalism.
(Our first Hero signed up!
Check it out on p. 8.)
The examples are big or small,
close to home or far off in
Washington, DC. Yet when
examined jointly, these trends
are connected, like a constellation you can’t make out at first.
We’re witnessing a population
waking up to its power, and
hope for continued progress
comes from collaboration.
I urge the Tahoe/Truckee region
to keep that momentum going
here in our mountain arena. If
this nation is waking up to the
need to listen to its citizens, and
if the people are rising to the
challenge, if the time is now to
accelerate progress … then the
world should hear from us here
on the spine of the Sierra.

S T A F F
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DIGITAL CONTENT EDITOR
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Nina “hippo” Miller
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The Bear
Whisperer ... 42
Leaking Lead in Tahoe? ... 9 | Wi-Fi Woes ... 12 | Women of Winter ... 22

ABOUT THE PHOTO | These two
black bears, mama and teenager, were
having a wonderful time together. Both
were clearly enjoying some afternoon bear
play on the meadow.

ABOUT THE ARTIST | Wendy Trabert,
through her photography, has been inspired
to create fine art, greeting cards, cocktail
napkins, and coasters as an avenue to give
back to local community foundations. Visit:
wendytrabertphotography.com.

Can Gyms Stay Strong Through COVID? ... 38
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HOME FRONT

9 | Lead Leaking into Tahoe
Two 1929 telecommunications cables
left abandoned near Emerald Bay are
reportedly toxic.

35 | Market Watch
V I N T A G E
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36 | Real Rentals
The pros of renters insurance
37 | Space it Up!

16 | You Asked. They Answered.
The former Incline Village Elementary
School site was sold to the Tahoe
Transportation District. What happens now,
and what will the site become?

Auto antifreeze in your pipes?
SPORTS & OUTDOORS
38 | Catching Their Breath
Gym owners fight to stay strong

18 | News Briefs
STR and noise ordinance adopted;
overdose deaths on the rise; Hotel Avery
application denied extension; more

amid pandemic
SOUL KITCHEN
40 | The Root of Pie

20 | In the Past
Remembering Chinese master railroad
workers

Simple crust for pie-baking season
MOUNTAIN LIFE

26 | Gift Picks
Local businesses highlight 2020 ideas

42 | Nature’s Corner

28 | Business Briefs
Alpenglow series details announced;
innovations in the restaurant, art, and
education industries; Art Haus in danger;
more

48 | Feel Good

OPINION

Our neighbor, the black bear

Neighborly nourishment
A R T S & C U LT U R E
CARVING OUT THEIR OWN SPACE: Meet four of the baddest in the business. Photos by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink

4 | Do Tell
What are you most excited for this winter?

F E AT U R E S

8 | Moonshine Members
… and a hero comes along
30 | My Shot; Readers Reflect
The case for recession relationship
banking by Plumas CEO; graffiti
removal; response to Religious Doesn’t
Equal Republican; more
33 | My Shot
The TRPA’s transit plan is a money grab;
infinite population meter

45 | What’s Happening?
Featured community events

12 | Women of Winter

and announcements

These women are trailblazers in an industry dominated by men.
Prepare to be motivated by their stories.

46 | Get Out & Go

MOUNTAIN LIFE
22 | The Woes of Wi-Fi
Suddenlink claims its reliability during an influx of new residents
and home-centric lifestyles.

Tahoe Film Fest
YOUR CANVAS
50 | Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;
a challenge
51 | Parting Shot
Indigenous wisdom-keepers

C O N T R I B U T O R S
LIZ BOWLING has served the North Lake
Tahoe business community for the past
eight years, enhancing economic vitality and
tourism sustainability efforts through content
campaigns and public relations tactics. She
is the director of global communications and
public relations for the North Lake Tahoe
Resort Association. See her interviews with
the region’s women of winter, p. 22.

SCOTT ROBINSON’S commitment to
supporting local journalism, by delivering
Moonshine Ink to the Truckee/Tahoe
region, is unwavering. So ... after working
through a few brutal winters, he decided
to upgrade and amend his quiver of cars
recently with a more snow-worthy vehicle.
Be patient, he’ll get to you.

PHIL SEXTON is a cultural and natural
history interpreter who has lived and
worked in the Sierra along the I-80 corridor
for over 30 years. Currently, he’s the director
of the North Lake Tahoe Historical Society
and has a longstanding passion for the
history of Donner Pass. He writes about the
nearly forgotten Chinese railroad workers
who made history on the summit, p. 20.

MELLE NORTH is a large-scale portrait artist
of indigenous wisdom-keepers, inspired
to amplify awareness of our extraordinarily
interconnected existence. She is a nomad of
the Sierra wilderness, distilling the richness
of raw beauty into everyday living. This has
catalyzed an emerging collection, honoring
our indigenous Earth guardians and their
sacred wisdom. See her creations on p. 51.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Holiday ideas for bookworms
TAP CALENDAR

NEWS

6 | Editor’s Note
Hope springs eternally collaborative

44 | Savvy Stacks

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s print edition releases the
second Thursday of each month. Opinions
and conclusions expressed are those of
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of
Ink staff or advertisers. Become a Member at
moonshineink.com/contribute. For advertising
info, email sales@moonshineink.com.
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe.
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper.
Issue

Deadline

10 Dec – 13 Jan
14 Jan – 10 Feb
11 Feb – 10 Mar

1 Jan
29 Jan
26 Feb

These are the drop-dead deadlines.
However, if you want your submission
considered, please send in early.
For info, email info@moonshineink.com.
10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph | (530) 587-3635 fax
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MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS

OUR HERO

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/MEMBERS

… And then a hero comes along

Also, a reminder that all members are
invited to our weekly editorial meeting
on Mondays. This is a key way to give
the Moonshine team story feedback and
ideas. Email members@moonshineink.
com by the previous Thursday to request
access.
If you’ve given a one-time contribution
before, we thank you!! And ask that you
please consider a recurring membership to fund our continued work. Visit
moonshineink.com/members.

members at each Level

1

Hero

shine

MEMBERSHIP
TRACKER
$1,200+ annually

Our first Hero
membership
arrived in
October, from
Truckee resiMOONSHINE INK
dent Heather
MEMBER
Boger. What
a treat in time
Membership
for Halloween!
Update
Another 15
members signed
up this month as well. The tribe keeps on
growing. Thank you to each of you willing
to support independent journalism in our
community — your time and dedication
are invaluable.

12 Warriors
$600+ annually

Guardians
$300+ annually

38

235 Sustainers

$120+ annually

0

Angels

97

$6,000+ annually

One-Time
Contributions

Monthly Goal

Goal Current
$25,000 $3,616.55

Keep shining everyone!

Confidence.
When it comes to financial planning
and retirement, you need to get the
big decisions right.
Leverage our experience and expertise
to understand all your options, and to
feel confident in your choices.

Bill Austin

(530)563-5250 | Bill@PacificCrestWP.com

w w w. Pa c i f i c C r e s t W P. c o m
11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

William Austin is a Registered Representative and an Investment Adviser Representative with/and offers securities
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment
Adviser. CA Insurance #0D20353 Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.
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Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs
The Rayfield Family

Walter Auerbach
Tom Ballou
Alison Bermant
Sierra College
Ruth Cross
Gary Davis
Kristi Denton Cohen
Jessie Eastman
Dan Haas
Jon Hartung
(Anonymous Donor)
Gretchen Corbin
KC Seymour
Andie Keith
(Anonymous Donor)
Christopher Kohlhardt
Lisa Laliotis
Laurel & Tom Lippert
Dale Livezey
Jeff Loux

(Anonymous Donor)
Mike Richardson
Clay & Lori Richey
Andrew Ryan
Scott Ryan
Chris Ryman
Jimmy Self
Kathryn Shaffer
Ian Simmons
Lee & Teri Smith
Heather Solomon
Jeanette & Andrew Terry
Nelson & Edna Van
Gundy
Kimberly Warren
Tom Watson
Jennifer Wayman
Jane Weeks
Jan & Louise Zabriskie
Cedar Glen Lodge

David Kirsch
Anna Klovstad
Jennifer Knox
Lis Korb Larson
Nick Kosla
Jon Krauss
Arden Kremer
Larry Lapkin
Gaylan & Lynne Larson
Mindi Leffler
Michael Linnett
Susi Lippuner
(Anonymous Donor)
Patricia Lopez
David Lougee
Kerry Loux
Tim Lucas
Andre Luthard
Sally Lyon
Laura Mader
(Anonymous Donor)
Kathlee Martin
Julie & Dave Maurer-Schotzko
P Tanzy Maxfield
(Anonymous Donor)
Robert & Brady McClintock
Shirley McCulloch
Carol Meagher
Shana, Nate, & Daisy Melen
Berger
Megan Michelson
Annaliese Miller
Lettie M. Miller
Robert Miller
Walter Mirczak
Tony Hardy & Molly Stuart
Dennis Moore
Mike Murphy
Jane Newhard-Parks
Elena Nyhan
Rob O’Keefe
Crystal Obregon
Steve & Sally Osborn
Heather Payne
(Anonymous Donor)
Natalie Pecoraro
Suzanne Peipher
Christopher Peterson
Dave Polivy
Steven Poncelet
Wayne Poulsen
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
(Anonymous Donor)
John Radebold
Laurel & Paul Raymore
Leighton Raynor
Laura Read
(Anonymous Donor)
Peggy Ricketts
Tom & Teri Rinne

Jose Rivero
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The Cables Leaking Lead in Lake Tahoe
Potential lawsuit claims four abandoned lines in Emerald Bay are toxic

E

That’s when Dreyer met
van Dreyer grew up
swimming in Lake
Seth Jones, president of
Tahoe offshore his
Marine Taxonomic
BY KARA FOX
parent’s vacation
Services, which
Moonshine Ink
home in Rubicon
does diving work
Bay. For his entire
for several Tahoe
childhood and thereafter, he
and state agencies. Jones
had assumed the water was
informed Dreyer that the
pristine. And he never gave
pipe sitting on the propa second thought to the pipe
erty was not a water pipe,
that lay five feet from the
but an abandoned telefamily’s private dock.
communications cable.
“We thought it was a water
pipe; I grew up looking at
that pipe,” the 32-year-old
Orinda resident said. “We
never thought anything was
wrong. We had no clue.”
But then Dreyer, whose
parents have owned the
home on Four Ring Road
in Rubicon Bay since the
early 1990s, said that during
a visit to the family house
this summer he saw a boat
that looked to be “scientific”
and waved it in. Dreyer,
who sits on the boards of
the Rubicon Mutual Water
Company and the San
Francisco Baykeeper, an
environmental nonprofit
that seeks to protect the
San Francisco Bay and its
tributaries, said he was
curious what the watercraft
was doing near there.

He shared that this cable
ran underwater for miles
along the West Shore and
into Emerald Bay. There
are others, too, he said,
and they’re leaking lead
into the lake. Dreyer said
he was shocked.
Lead is a heavy metal
known to be hazardous
to humans, mammals,
and fish. According to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, exposure to
high levels of lead may cause
anemia, weakness, as well as
kidney and brain damage.
“At the end of the day, there
are hundreds of people
swimming there and no one
knows,” Dreyer said of the
cable. “Any potential that it
could make someone sick is
the worst violation.”

ABANDONED CABLE: Underwater in the depths of Tahoe lies this 7-mile cable that runs from Rubicon Bay to Baldwin
Beach in South Lake Tahoe. The abandoned line sits on top of rocks. Photo courtesy Below the Blue

FINDING THE CABLE
In 2012, professional
divers Jones and Monique
Rydel-Fortner, an associate scientist for Marine
Taxonomic Services, were
doing work for Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency
laying tarps in Emerald Bay
for an Asian clam control
project. While diving and
working their way up the
shore, they saw a cable in
the water and noticed it
sticking out of the
sand. Jones took
a piece to have it
tested, noting it was
covered in tar on
the outside.
“We didn’t know
what was in
them,” said Jones,
whose company
specializes in
water quality work,
rehabilitation, and
habitat monitoring.

TRASH DIVERS: Monique Rydel-Fortner and Seth Jones, professional divers who
do work for local organizations and agencies, also pick up garbage they find in the
waters of Lake Tahoe. In eight years, the duo has collected 16,000 pounds of trash.
During their diving missions, they found cables that are leaking lead into the lake.
Photo courtesy Below the Blue
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What they found
was that the cable
consisted of several
layers, including 27
strands of 0.25-inch

thick solid steel rod, three
layers of twine, paper,
solid-copper wire, and “a
rolled 0.188-inch layer of
lead,” according to a 2018
letter MTS sent to several
Lake Tahoe-based agencies
to alert them about the
situation.
“The cable is huge; it’s
hazardous,” stated RydelFortner, who has been
diving since the 1990s. “We
thought we would remove
it, but realized it is a much
bigger project … There is
contamination in the cable.
It’s not pure lead or copper;
there is hazardous waste
involved.”
After more dives, Jones
and Rydel-Fortner found
even more cables, six in
total. While two are still
active, four are inactive and
abandoned. Five go across
the mouth of Emerald Bay,
while one makes its way up
the West Shore. Jones and
Rydel-Fortner estimate the
longest line is 7 miles long,
but they would like to see
all the abandoned cables
removed from Lake Tahoe.
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Two of the cables date
back to 1929, installed
by a telecommunications
company currently owned
by AT&T, and the other
is a Sierra Pacific Power
Company power cable currently owned by California
Pacific Electric Company.
One of the lines across
Emerald Bay is 2,000 feet
long.

POTENTIAL LAWSUIT
Concerned about the
environmental ramifications,
Jones and Rydel-Fortner
were put in touch with
Tahoe City-based attorney
Kirk Boyd through a mutual
friend. Once Boyd heard
their concerns, he was on
a mission to help them get
the abandoned equipment
removed from the lake.
Boyd and other lawyers
tracked down the owners
of the cable. After research
and testing, it was determined there are 89,000
pounds of lead in the
abandoned sections, with
See LEAD
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the heavy metal leaking from open
ends. Boyd noted these exposed
edges come from places the cables
have been cut, that anchors drop on
them in Emerald Bay, and that they
are fraying from age.
“It’s been in there so long that it is
deteriorating,” Boyd said. “These
divers are heroes. If it weren’t for
them, [the cables] would continue to
be seeping lead in the lake forever.”
Testing was conducted on a section
of one of the telecommunication
cables in September to see how
much lead is seeping into water. It
showed there are 29 micrograms
of lead per liter of water coming
from the wire, according to Boyd.
California law permits .5 micrograms per liter of water. The team
is “pretty sure” the two energy lines
are also leaking lead. They plan to
do more testing soon.
“There is no doubt that it is in
excess,” Boyd said. “[AT&T] left
their garbage in the lake and that’s
reason enough to take it out; plus,
it’s leaking lead.”

Boyd and three
other attorneys
sent a letter of
intent to sue on
Aug. 6 to AT&T,
Sierra Pacific
Power Company,
and California
Pacific Electric
Company. Boyd
said the entities
have up to 90
days to respond.
He intends to
file the lawsuit
later this month,
but said his goal
is to have the
cables removed.
He stated he
has spoken to
the companies’
lawyers.
“So far, they have not agreed to pull
up the cable,” said Boyd, noting the
lawyers have claimed turbidity is an
issue.
Turbidity happens when something
is buried and has to be dug up,

CABLES IN TAHOE: This map shows where submerged cables lay in Lake Tahoe
at the mouth of Emerald Bay, including the 7-mile-long telecommunications cable
installed in 1929 (yellow and also runs up the West Shore), another such cable
that was laid in 1929 (blue), an abandoned power cable from 1929 (green), a
telecommunications cable from the 1970s (pink), and two active lines (light green
and orange). Map courtesy Marine Taxonomic Services

creating silt. The measure of turbidity is a key test of water quality,
which is an important factor in
Lake Tahoe. However, Boyd said
the cable is lying on rocks and not
buried in the ground.
“I am hoping AT&T does the right
thing, then we don’t have to sue
them,” Boyd said. “If they pull up
the cable, then we can get on with
our lives.”
AT&T, for its part, is looking into
the issue.
“These are very old cables and we
are investigating to determine who
owns them” Jim Kimberly, AT&T
spokesperson, wrote to Moonshine
Ink in an email. “We will take
appropriate action as the facts
become known.”

SKI SEASON
PASSES NOW
ON SALE

Tahoe Marina and Excavating
Owner Matt Daniels would be
willing to remove the cables,
which he said are each 4 inches in
diameter. His business has barges
that could be used, but motorized
spools and divers to lift the cable
would be needed, he said. Daniels,
who has been in business since
1979, estimates the job would cost
“thousands of dollars,” but was
not exact on the details of such a
mission.

No Blackout Dates at Tahoe
Donner Downhill Ski Resort
or Cross Country Ski Center

4 Free Ski Days at Diamond
Peak Ski Resort Restrictions apply
Purchase Now and Receive
Buddy Passes, Discounts + More

LEARN MORE + BUY AT

TAHOEDONNER.COM/SKISEASONPASSES
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“I love doing things that help the
lake,” said Daniels, who has pulled
several things out of the waters,
including a plane. “If it’s lead, it
needs to come out.”

BIRTH OF A NONPROFIT
Having the remnant equipment
removed from the lake is just the
first step for Jones and RydelFortner, who have been diving in
Lake Tahoe for eight years. They
hope to set a precedent to have
such cables cleared away elsewhere,
noting that companies “haven’t
been forced to remove cables” from
bodies of water across the U.S. The
duo is also in the process of forming
a nonprofit, Below the Blue, which
looks to inform, educate, identify,
and empower the community about
the garbage issue in Lake Tahoe.
“We want to try to really go big,”
Rydel-Fortner said. “There’s a lot of
work to do.”
They have already collaborated with
agencies to put together a project
where local students make art out
of the 16,000 pounds of trash they
have collected. An art show was
scheduled for Boatworks Mall in
Tahoe City this summer but had to
be delayed due to COVID-19.
The main goal for the moment,
though, is to remove the leaking
cables from Big Blue.
“We want to educate and make
people aware,” Rydel-Fortner said.
“People care. They just don’t know.”
~ For more information about Below
the Blue, visit belowtheblue.org.
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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN RESILIENCE CAMPAIGN

LIGHT
UP
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE!

Money raised will support
Holiday and Year-Round
Lighting of Historic Downtown
Truckee and COVID-19
response projects created to
ensure economic vitality for
downtown Truckee.

Photo by C. Turne

r

JOIN US

DONATE
at

historictruckee.com

WHO ARE WE?

OUR COVID-19 STORY

THE ASK

The Truckee Downtown
Merchants Association
(TDMA) is a 501c6
non-profit that works
to create and maintain
a beautiful and vibrant
downtown that sustains
business and the
community. TDMA
produces events and
supports projects that
enhance economic
vitality for Truckee.

The greatest impact
of COVID-19 has
been the inability to
produce events that our
community enjoys such
as Truckee Thursdays,
Truckee Follies, Art & Soul
ArtWalk, and Cocktail
Bingo. These events are
TDMA’s main source
of revenue created to
support our vibrant
business community.

Please support a
community tradition that
has touched generations.
Your donation will
support Downtown
Holiday and Year-Round
Lighting as well as TDMA’s
ability to continue
working with small
business addressing and
implementing strategies
in response to COVID-19
and beyond.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING TDMA!

FOLLOW US ON

TDMA IS A NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

W W W . H I S T O R I C T R U C K E E . C O M
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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The Woes of Wi-Fi

As Truckee/North Tahoe continues to fill with people, internet lags
and agencies seek alternative solutions

SUDDENLINK, ASSEMBLE: Suddenlink staff recently told Placer County that the Auburn area is the “hottest market for [Suddenlink] as a corporation in the entire country,” said Dieter Wittenberg, IT
manager with Placer. “You would think with that would come higher level of service or more attention to it.” Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

E

very so often, James McMaster
would stop his distance-learning
PE lesson and say, “Hey, if you guys
can hear me, somebody move.”

[megabytes per second or mbps]. All
of a sudden, literally like clockwork,
school would start and then it would
go down.”

If one of the Alder Creek Middle
School students moved, McMaster
knew his internet was still working.

In his household, McMaster was
competing for internet usage with
his wife, also a teacher, and two kids,
who were part of the distance learning gang, too. They were all in need
of a solid connection, and their provider, Suddenlink Communications,
wasn’t providing one.

Since school started back up in
the beginning of September, he
hadn’t been able to rely completely
on seeing all of his class members’
faces on Google Meet because his
internet connection didn’t have the
bandwidth to manage such a task. If
there was no response to his plea, or
if students began commenting on not
being able to hear him, it was time
to take his family from their house
in Armstrong Tract and seek out a
better internet connection … like in
front of the nearby high school.
“My kids are sitting in the car and
I’m in the back, have my truck
tailgate down, and I’m teaching
from the parking lot of Truckee
High School,” McMaster recalled.
“… That almost became a daily
basis. Sometimes we would check
in [at home], I would check the
bandwidth. I’m like, oh, we’re looking pretty good, even though it was
way low — we’re talking under 10
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From July up until Oct. 18,
McMaster and his family lived with
touch-and-go internet, scheduled
seven appointments with techs at
Suddenlink (two of which were noshows), purchased one new modem,
filed three Federal Communications
Commission complaints and two
Town of Truckee complaints, held
numerous conversations with the
corporate Suddenlink office, and,
finally, benefitted from a working
connection after two different
technicians replaced wiring from the
street to the McMaster residence.
“We’re still under 100 megabytes
per second and we pay for up to
400,” McMaster said. “There has
been some improvement but obviously it’s taken a long time.”

MOONSHINEINK.COM

McMaster is not alone in his
Suddenlink trials — any nearby
neighborhood’s Nextdoor conversation will tell you as much. And that
was even before COVID-19 hit,
when working and schooling from
home became such a norm that
people moved from cities up to the
Truckee/North Tahoe region in bulk
just because they could.
It’s that influx that’s caused more
strain on the network, and while
Suddenlink employees say the

company is committed to upgrades,
the patience of local agencies and
counties (not to mention community
members themselves) is waning
rather quickly.

Keeping up with the digital age
In general, Ian Fitzgerald, chief information officer for the Truckee Donner
Public Utility District, said there was a
startling upward trend in the increase
in reliance on internet and streaming
services — “an explosion in the use

GHOSTED: One of the main complaints about Suddenlink that Placer County District 5
Supervisor Cindy Gustafson gets from her constituents is that the company’s technicians don’t
show up during their allotted appointment times.
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of data” as he described it —
even before 2020.
“The amount of data, the
cord-cutting, going to 4K
video, and now COVID
and going to distance
learning, working from
home, the number of
people working from
home…” he continued. “I
don’t think there was an
[internet service provider]
that could even think
about what occurred in the
last two to three years, let
alone in the last year.”
But companies are trying to keep up. Ashwin
Bhandari of Altice USA,
Suddenlink’s parent, noted
that his staff has “seen data
usage in Truckee and in our
California markets double
due to more people working
and learning from home full
time” since March.
The network remains
reliable, he furthered in
an email, despite this
increased traffic.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

“But we are continuing … to
support the increase in data
consumption,” Bhandari
said. “We are currently in the
process of upgrading the network to add more capacity
and support more simultaneous users, leading to a better
customer experience.”
Suddenlink’s nationwide
infrastructure improvement
projects were initiated back at
the beginning of COVID-19,
and several of them are nearing final stages of completion,
including field electronics
and additional market routers
(both part of critical network
infrastructure that provide
power and delivery service
to the customers), plus an
increase in long-haul bandwidth to carry data in and out
of an area.
“We have a very engaged
regional leadership team
with local leadership in each
area we serve to ensure
the health of our local
markets,” Bhandari said of
Suddenlink’s local focus.

BEHIND THE FRONTLINES: Though Truckee’s large seasonal population is becoming more permanent, Ashwin
Bhandari with Altice USA, Suddenlink’s parent company, said the network remains reliable. Pictured here is staff at
Truckee’s Suddenlink office. Photo courtesy Suddenlink

In addition to the network
infrastructure improvements,
he added, “Delivering a great
connectivity experience to
our customers is incredibly
important to us.”
Bhandari did not speak to a
local fiber option (a conduit
that uses light signals to
relay digital code) when
questioned specifically.

Fiber, though limited in
availability, is a technology
that provides more reliability
and greater speeds.
“Humans have seen
the capacity limits of
coaxial [also known as cable
internet],” said Fitzgerald
with the TDPUD. “… With
fiber optics, or light on
the fiber optics, humans

MOONSHINEINK.COM

haven’t seen the capacity
yet. It’s unlimited based on
the technology that we’ve
developed on either end of
it [the rate at which data
can be received or sent].”
AT&T offers fiber services in
Incline Village, and Teresa
Mask, spokesperson with
See WI-FI
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the internet service provider, told
Moonshine that its customers’ needs
for high-speed internet means the
company’s investment in wireless
capabilities and fiber is ongoing.
That, and slower internet options are
being phased out.
“As of Oct. 1, we’re not accepting
new orders for DSL service 6 mbps
and slower,” Mask explained. DSL
connections utilize phone wall
jacks and work through existing
telephone networks. “While current
DSL customers will still be able
to continue their existing service,
they’ll eventually have the ability to
upgrade to faster services too.”
Though AT&T’s internet presence
rounds out around the West and
North shores of Tahoe, as well as
Truckee, a preferred-to-remainnameless Suddenlink technician
informed the Ink for a previous article
that he’d installed Suddenlink for two
AT&T executives and a couple AT&T
technicians because it provided better
service in the rural mountain region
(read Why-Fi!?!? online for more).
In addition to Suddenlink and
AT&T, Earthlink also claims a
workable connection, and in Incline
Village, Charter Spectrum is a
popular route to take.

Thinking local
If efforts for better broadband are
to be localized, the Truckee Donner
Public Utility District is your guy
(at least in Truckee). The Town of
Truckee itself neither manages nor
has significant weight in the process
of internet discussions, though
Bronwyn Roberts, communications
analyst with the town, said there are
internal discussions about said topic.
Under enabling California legislation, however, the PUD has the
capability to become a broadband
provider.
In fact, about 20 years ago, a project
at the PUD sought to do just that,
with plans to install fiber in the
Truckee community. It made enough
headway (installing fiber optics,
building a system, and acquiring
cables in Truckee) to give the town a
foundation for a future home to fiber
optics community-wide, though the
fiber-to-home link isn’t available yet.
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“A lawsuit and some pretty aggressive market moves by the current
suppliers put a halt to that project,
and that delay in turn eventually
halted completion of it,” said Steven
Poncelet, public information officer
with the PUD.
Those suppliers did respond to this
move by the PUD, Poncelet went on,
and invested in the area — not solving the problem, “but it got better.”
Rem Scherzinger, the TDPUD’s
new general manager, said the
deployment of those investments
by the suppliers, however, were
patchwork and unfocused: “So
that’s something that [we] here at
the district are looking at to try and
help the community understand
that and try to find a solution out
of that space.”
The TDPUD’s power remains,
however latent. Under Scherzinger’s
guidance, the wheels for progression
are starting to turn again.
“I’ve asked the board to put together
a committee,” he said, “so the board
is now being informed, and as soon
as we have some of these studies
ready, we’ll bring the committee public and the public will start to be able
to come in and enjoy the information
that we’re delivering. Then at some
point we’ll go to the full board and
ask for reinitiation.”
Because the PUD already handles
water and electric, staff is keeping in mind how the addition of
another utility might fit in with
the existing two.
“[What] if we offered [fiber] to
all 20,000 metered accounts?”
Scherzinger asked. “Could we handle
it? Do I have enough staff, do I have
enough buildings, do I have enough
infrastructure to do the work and still
deliver high-quality water and highquality electric service? We’re not
going to let the third service infringe
on the performance of the other two.”
There’s the cost to consider as well,
which TDPUD staff can provide
a fairly exact dollar amount for:
Between $5,000 and $7,000 per
house to trench in fiber.
“We’ve got to find another way to
bridge that last mile as a community so that we’re not adding
another $7,000 to somebody’s
property tax,” Scherzinger said.
MOONSHINEINK.COM

No magic switch solution
The West and North shores of Lake
Tahoe sit differently than Truckee
in that there aren’t special districts
harnessing latent powers. Rather,
it’s county staff going to bat for its
residents.
Dieter Wittenberg, IT manager for
the telecommunications division at
Placer County, says roughly nine out
of 10 internet complaints he gets are
about district five, the rural portion
stretching from the eastern edges of
Auburn up to Tahoe — Supervisor
Cindy Gustafson’s district.
“In particular, most of the
complaints I receive are about
Suddenlink as a provider,”
Gustafson said, adding that constituents comment on Suddenlink’s
nonresponsiveness to requests and
missed appointments. “… People
wait all afternoon and they don’t
show up, those sorts of things. I
don’t see any excuse for that. I
mean, you can’t text or email or call
somebody and let them know?”
In addition to dealing with complaints from residents, the county
serves as an advocate. Placer
distributed a survey at the beginning
of October to understand the quality of internet service its residents
receive. Using this information (the
survey is open through Nov. 14)
and the aforementioned complaints,
Wittenberg said he has plenty of
conversation starters with the
Suddenlink staff.
He and Gustafson met with
Suddenlink at the end of October to
discuss improvements. Wittenberg
said there won’t be a “magic switch”
solution to suddenly give everyone
internet, but meeting on a regular
basis will push things forward.
Many community members have
called for a revocation of the
county’s franchise agreement with
Suddenlink. To that, Wittenberg
responded: “That sounds great, but
then what? If you revoke the franchise agreement, it doesn’t mean
that suddenly services get better.

have that, they’re not bound by
anything. I’m not a big regulation
guy, but I will say there’s some
value at times in holding people
accountable to service levels.”
Gustafson mused over the possibility of forming a community service
district or facilities district to handle
local internet — something similar
to the TDPUD’s latent powers, but
said in general, the Placer board of
supervisors would want to leave the
role in the private sector.
“But when the private sector fails
and it affects people’s lives, government sometimes has to step in and
interject,” she said. “That’s the role
I’m looking for: What is the right
impetus to get more investment and
service to our constituents?”
Both Wittenberg and Gustafson are
also considering higher-up methods
for internet improvement.
“The other options we have are
obviously to elevate it to our state
assembly and senators, to our
congressional representative, to
our U.S. senators,” Gustafson said.
“Wherever we have to go.”
California’s internet regulations have
oft been discussed on a statewide
level. Most recently, the state
legislature is seeking to improve
internet speeds by setting a baseline
at 25 mbps downstream (the rate at
which data can be received) and 3
mbps upstream (how quickly data
can be sent). The goal, set through
AB-570, is for internet speeds of 100
mbps both up and down.
Such speeds are something ACMS
teacher McMaster thinks the area
deserves — and not just because of
the teaching-over-broadband trial he
went through for a month and a half.
“We’re growing,” he said. “Definitely
our population has increased, so
the demands have increased …
Now [internet is] like water, like
electricity. We can deal without it for
a short term, but we can’t deal with
inadequacies for the long term.”

“I think the biggest challenge in
all of this is there’s no teeth in
any agreement,” he continued.
“There’s really [no] ‘thou shalt
do and must provide x.’ To me,
if they [the local suppliers] don’t
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WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS FOR THE OLD
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN INCLINE, SOLD TO
THE TAHOE TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT?
You Asked.

They Answered.
It seems that the old Incline Village
Elementary School lot has found a permanent purpose. The structure, originally
constructed in 1964, was used as a K-6
school until 2003, and then as a K-2
school through 2010. After that point,
all students attended the newer Incline
Elementary School. The old building sat
mostly vacant for a decade and residents
have been wondering about the fate of the
site.
In ensuing years, the Washoe County
School District, owner of the site, met
with community members and agency representatives in the region to understand
what would be most useful to the Incline
Village community in place of the school.
Discussions with property developers led
to such ideas as workforce housing and
commercial options.
The Incline Village General Improvement
District was courted most prominently,
and ideas from that relationship yielded
possible soccer fields, a dog park, bocce
ball courts, picnic areas, and a playground structure. However, in February
2019, the IVGID broke off negotiations
for the $2 million acquisition.
The Tahoe Transportation District, which
facilitates and implements multi-modal
transportation projects around the Basin,
expressed interest and the school board
of trustees approved the purchase price of
$2.35 million on Sept. 22.

PURPOSE RESTORED: With the purchase of the old Incline Village Elementary School property by the Tahoe Transportation District, plans are in place to
create a mobility hub on the site, as well as possibly other community options. Photo by Nina Miller/Moonshine Ink

Carl Hasty, district manager with the
TTD, explains what the next steps for the
property will be:

The Tahoe Transportation District
has been interested in the site since
2012 when it began to seasonally use
it as a public transit service anchor
for the summer shuttle to Sand
Harbor State Park. This service was
implemented to help alleviate the
traffic conditions on State Route
28 during the summer season, and
to work in conjunction with the
recently completed trailhead parking
and the shared-use path from the
old Ponderosa Ranch site to Sand
Harbor.

Fall Into

A Lake Tahoe or Truckee home
and a beautiful laidback lifestyle.

Call me to help you find yours.
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affordable workforce housing, boat
parking, and overflow parking.
Undoubtedly, there are others.
To explore those ideas and to arrive
at a design concept that can satisfy
transit system and multi-modal goals
as well as other potential community
amenities, TTD is planning a public
input and design idea process to
begin sometime after the first of
next year. TTD will be reaching out
to the community in the near future
to set up meeting dates and venues,
or, given the social distancing needs,
other means of connecting and communicating ideas.
~ Carl Hasty, TTD manager

TRUCKEE POST OFFICE UPDATE
The Truckee post office is no longer accepting
standard bulk mail, non-profit, and enhanced direct mail
pieces for processing. Your mail will be shipped to Reno
BMEU office for processing . . . if properly prepared.

WE CAN ASSIST YOU. . .

We will design & layout your postcard, personalized letters or
BRMs. We use updated mailing software, are familiar with all
boxing and wrapping rules, insuring your mail is
delivered to the post office ready for processing.

P: 530.587.3551 12177 Business Park Dr. #9 Truckee, Ca 96161
info@printtip.com | www.printtip.com

Trinkie Watson

530 582 0722

TTD’s long-range transit master plan
calls for the creation of a series of
what are known in transportation
terms as mobility hubs in communities around the lake, and eventually
in areas outside of the Tahoe Basin.
A mobility hub concept is intended
to provide access to transit and other
modes of travel including walking,
biking, as well as auto. Such a hub
can also be built to integrate with
the community in which it is located.
The Incline site provides a great
opportunity for that. A number of
other needs have been expressed that
could be compatible with a transit
function. Ideas heard to date include
a play park for children, a dog park,
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PLACER COUNTY IS
HIRING BUS DRIVERS!
We have openings for the following positions:

BUS DRIVER I/II AND SENIOR

Whether you have no experience or years of experience,

THERE IS A POSITION FOR YOU.

EARTH TO TABLE
BE KIND | BE CALM | BE HELPFUL

115 Grove St ., Tahoe Cit y CA 530 -5 83- 8551

Please visit our website

JOBSATPLACERCOUNTY.COM

for more information and to submit an application (scroll
down to Regular/Open Positions – Tahoe Area Only).

• SALARY + ADDITIONAL $875 PER MONTH
TAHOE BRANCH ASSIGNMENT PREMIUM*
*for employees who meet residency requirements.

HELPING PEOPLE AT
OR NEAR RETIREMENT

BEHIND EVERY

DETERMINED
DREAMER
IS A BOLD BANK.

Douglas Dale
Owner of Wolfdale’s - Tahoe City, CA

WE TAKE YOUR FINANCIAL SUCCESS
VERY PERSONALLY!
Get a complimentary, no-obligation snapshot of your
progress toward meeting your retirement goals.

530-412-3757

jmanocchio@wradvisors.com
myadvisor.wradvisors.com
11025 Pioneer Trail, Suite 208
Truckee, CA 96161
Waddell & Reed Inc. Member SIPC
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

For All Those Who Have Been Made to Feel Small,
Written Off, Ignored by The Big Banks — We See You.
We recognize your resilience, resourcefulness and resolute
determination. We’ve been serving businesses like yours for
decades — supporting the hopes, dreams and ingenuity of the
local businesses that create community. It’s time to choose a bank
that answers the phone, takes the time to talk through complex
issues, walks beside you as you confront unforeseen challenges.
It’s Time To Discover Plumas Bank — A Bank
That Believes In You.
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All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases.
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.

Local Election Projections for
Contested Races
NORTH TAHOE

2

Town Adopts STR and Noise Ordinance
TRUCKEE
On Oct. 13, Truckee’s town council voted to adopt
a new short-term rental and noise ordinance. The
purpose of the ordinance is to create rules to address
nuisance issues associated with STRs. It also creates
the framework to register STR operators and enforce
the new regulations. The full ordinance is available at
townoftruckee.com/STR_regs.
An annual STR registration certificate and fee will be
required for all STRs operating in Truckee, beginning
Jan. 1, 2021. Regulations put forth in the ordinance
include occupancy limits, on-site paved parking
requirements, a minimum of two-can trash service,
and interior posting requirements. Homes registered
for short-term rental will be required to install a bear
resistant trash enclosure by Oct.
31, 2021. New town-wide noise
regulations, including quiet hours
between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m., will
also be imposed.
To ensure compliance with fire
codes and defensible space regulations, each short-term rental will
be required to complete an annual
self-certification and a Truckee Fire
Protection District inspection once
every three years.
Planning for ordinance implementation and enforcement has
begun and the registration program is set to go live in December.
~ Town of Truckee press release

5

3

4

Planning Commission Denies Extension on
Hotel Avery Application
TRUCKEE

The Town of Truckee planning commission members
unanimously voted to deny an extension of the
Gertrude Holdings, LLC/JMA Ventures Hotel Avery
development application. The commission’s decision
did not consider the merits of the project. Rather,
the appellant has not responded in a timely manner
during the planning process and the commission’s
vote allows the application to go inactive. The appellant can file a new application with the town despite
inactivity.
Gertrude Holdings/JMA Ventures requested two
90-day extensions prior to the planning commission’s
Oct. 20 decision: on March 9 and on June 12, both
of which were granted. Truckee’s development code
does not allow for a third extension, and the appellant appealed this.
Grant Keeney, an associate with JMA Ventures,
presented for the appellant and stated the third
extension as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic’s
impacts on project modifications.
If the appellant chooses to resubmit the application
with new features or a change in development, the
process would begin
anew. On March 24,
2020, the appellants
shared with planning
staff that a hotel will
likely not be pursued; on
Aug. 25, they discussed
a possible residential
project, which would
include affordable
housing.
Planning commission
members centered
their decision for denial
around the idea that
an extension would not
provide full benefits.
~ AH

Accidental FentanylRelated Overdose Deaths on
the Rise
NEVADA COUNTY
A dramatic increase in the number
of accidental drug-related overdoses and deaths due to fentanyl
is occuring in Nevada County.
Fentanyl is a powerful synthetic
18
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Bear Box Art
Fundraiser
TRUCKEE/NORTH
TAHOE
OUTSIDE THE BOX: Marianne Bartley paints a bear box
as part of the Sierra Parks Foundation’s Bear Box Art
Fundraiser. Photo courtesy the Sierra Parks Foundation
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The Sierra State Parks
Foundation has joined
forces with its local
artist community for a

WASHOE
COUNTY

PLACER COUNTY

unique Bear Box
Art Fundraiser
with the goal
of raising funds
to support the
M
foundation’s
A
RT
mission, support
local artists and
art scene, and
beautify Lake Tahoe one bear box at a time. For a
donation of $500, the Sierra State Parks Foundation
will match donors with one of its partnered artists
and help facilitate having one side of the bear box
painted in the style of the donor’s choosing. Three
hundred dollars of each donation will go directly to
the Sierra State Parks Foundation, which provides
funding to eight California state parks at Lake Tahoe
and Donner Lake.
To learn more and sign up, visit sierrastateparks.org.
~ Sierra State Parks Foundation

ES

Elections haven’t been officially called for local
campaigns as of press deadline. Thus, for contested
local elections only, candidates below were in the
lead as of election week. For full election coverage as
the races continue to be called, visit moonshineink.
com.
• Incline Village General Improvement District
board of directors: Matthew Dent*, Sara Schmitz*,
Michaela Tonking
• North Tahoe Public Utility District board of directors: Narrow margin at press time
• Town of Truckee Town Council:
» Full term: Courtney Henderson, Lindsay
Romack
» Short term: Jan Zabriskie
• Truckee Donner Public Utility District board of
directors: Narrow margin at press time
• Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District board
of directors: Mark Tanner*, Jason Hansford*
• Truckee Tahoe Airport District board of directors:
Narrow margin at press time
• Measure K: Yes
* Incumbent

opioid that is similar to morphine, but is 50 to 100
times more potent. Fentanyl may be added to drugs,
is sometimes present in counterfeit drugs, and,
because of its potency, can lead to an overdose very
quickly. In 2019, Nevada County had zero accidental
overdose deaths due to fentanyl. So far this year,
there have been 10.
These fatalities could possibly have been prevented,
and the Nevada County Public Health Department
hopes to support the community in avoiding additional ones. Various county departments and local
organizations offer free resources to help prevent
accidental overdose opioid deaths, including due to
fentanyl.
For more information on fentanyl use and overdose
prevention, please visit mynevadacounty.com/
fentanyl.
~ Nevada County press release

NEVADA COUNTY
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Students Get Critical Connection for
Distance Learning
TRUCKEE
Significant challenges facing our local schools, students, and families continue as Tahoe Truckee Unified
School District navigates the complexities of distance
learning, and now a partial re-opening. TTUSD’s
leadership and staff have been working diligently to
effectively serve the needs of every student despite
the numerous challenges posed by distance learning.
TTUSD had identified several communities within
Truckee with significant student populations, where
access to the internet was a barrier for the students
to access the high-quality education they deserve.
Truckee Donner Public Utility District became aware
of this critical community need and reached out to
the school district to collaborate on a solution.
TDPUD determined that it was possible to repurpose existing equipment to set up temporary free
Wi-Fi hotspots for student access at critical locations
in Truckee. The first location for the temporary free
Wi-Fi hotspots will serve househoulds of approximately 25 families with students attending TTUSD.
The free Wi-Fi hotspot installations are using TDPUD
equipment mounted on TDPUD’s electric poles.
~ TTUSD, TDPUD press release

7

North Lake Tahoe Visitor Center
undergoes name change
INCLINE VILLAGE
The North Lake Tahoe Visitor Center, operated by
the Incline Village Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau, will be
renamed to the D.G. Menchetti Visitor Center, honoring the legacy of longtime community leader Geno
Menchetti. During a celebration of life ceremony on
Sunday, Nov. 1, the announcement was made by
Michael Murphy, board president of the Incline Village
Crystal Bay Visitors Bureau.
Menchetti’s service to North Lake Tahoe spanned
nearly four decades; he was a founding board
member of IVCBVB when the organization began in
1991 and also served as chairman of the Lake Tahoe
Shakespeare Festival. His extensive list of community
accomplishments includes establishing the D.G.
Menchetti Young Shakespeare Program to introduce
young audiences to the works of Shakespeare and
serving as president of both the Incline Village Rotary
Club and the Tahoe-Incline Rotary Club. His most
significant contribution to rotary was establishing
the Geno Fund over 23 years ago, which continues
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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campground) is allowed;
generators are allowed for
use within staging areas,
developed recreation
sites, and within open
campgrounds.
In a separate Forest
Closure Order, the Tahoe
National Forest continues
to prohibit dispersed
camping, currently through
Nov. 30, but with the
caveat that it may be
rescinded earlier “depending upon conditions.”
This prohibition includes:
No camping outside of
developed campgrounds.
“There are two exceptions to this prohibition,”
according to the forest
service press release.
ONE MAN’S TRASH: Staff and board members of the Truckee Donner Public Utility District gathered
“Dispersed camping
in mid-October to clean up the roads and shore of Donner Lake. Photo courtesy the TDPUD
within the Granite Chief
Wilderness is allowed.
to help local families in need. Menchetti was chair
Dispersed
camping
within
500
feet of the Pacific Crest
emeritus of the Pet Network Humane Society and
Trail is allowed.”
appointed by Washoe County to serve on the Reno
A list of open Tahoe National Forest campgrounds
Tahoe Airport Authority, where he volunteered for six
can be found here: fs.usda.gov/detail/tahoe/
years and was chairman in 2000. He also served as
news-events/?cid=FSEPRD725833
director of the Reno Air Race Foundation and Reno
~ USFS press release
Air Race Association.
~ North Lake Tahoe Resort Association press release
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Shane McConkey EcoChallenge Launches
20/21 Program
OLYMPIC VALLEY
In 2013, the Shane McConkey EcoChallenge was
established, empowering students from across the
nation to participate in long-term environmental
stewardship. The goal? To protect the planet through
actionable solutions that are driven by the very
generation who will inherit it. Through team building, critical thinking, and problem-solving, results
of the EcoChallenge have shown an overwhelming
dedication to the betterment of our planet from kids,
teachers, and parents.
Students form teams and identify an environmental
problem in their school or community. From there,
teams outline solutions and take real action to make
a positive impact. They are encouraged to call on
local government agencies, media, and influential
voices to make their problem and solution heard. Past
EcoChallenge winners have installed low-flow sinks
and toilets, collected plastic lids for benches and ecobricks, established composting systems, and eliminated styrofoam packaging from school cafeterias.
To date, the Shane McConkey Foundation
and its sponsors, supporters, and donors have
raised over $550,000 for charitable causes and
organizations. Learn more at shanemcconkey.org/
shane-mcconkey-ecochallenge.
~ Shane McConkey Foundation press release

9

National Forest Restrictions Extended
CALIFORNIA
Fire restrictions statewide were extended by the
USDA Forest Service through Nov. 6 while Tahoe
National Forest extended the prohibitions on dispersed camping through Nov. 30.
Fire restrictions up through the beginning of
November included: No Smoking; no building,
maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, or
stove fire; the use of a portable lantern or stove using
gas, jellied petroleum, or pressurized liquid fuel
within a Developed Recreation Site (such as an official
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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Collaboration to Install Over 100 Bike
Racks in Town Centers
LAKE TAHOE

With a grant from the Tahoe Fund and matching
contributions from local businesses, the nonprofit Lake
Tahoe Bicycle Coalition completed the third phase
of its efforts to create secure bike parking within the
Tahoe Basin. The bike coalition purchased and installed
100 bike racks in high-priority spots near town centers
and one public bike repair station around Tahoe this
summer, offering parking for 200 bicycles. In total,
the bike coalition and Tahoe Fund have teamed up to
provide access to 450 bike racks at outdoor recreation
locations, area businesses, and community hotspots all
around the lake since 2018, offering secure parking for
up to 900 bikes.
An interactive map of existing rack locations can be
found online at tahoebike.org/bike-parking.
~ Tahoe Fund, Lake Tahoe Bicycle Coalition press
release
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Placer County approves Resort
Triangle Transportation Plan
KINGS BEACH

Placer County has taken a step forward on sustainable
transportation in its eastern region with the board
of supervisors unanimously voting in support of the
Resort Triangle Transportation Plan.
The plan is intended to provide a unified local vision
for North Lake Tahoe’s three main transportation corridors, state routes 28, 89, and 267 as well as adjacent
communities, which make up the area’s ‘Resort
Triangle’ between Placer’s lakeside communities,
mountain resorts, and the Town of Truckee.
It prioritizes programs that reduce traffic, get people
out of their cars, encourage alternative commuting
options, and address congestion. Proposed programs
and projects in the plan include a transit-only lane for
the state route 89 and 267 corridors, a paid-parking
program, a micro-transit program, and more.
Placer County staff will now develop an implementation plan for accomplishing the RTTP goals and present
it for the board’s consideration in the coming months.

The RTTP was funded through the state’s Road
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account —
Sustainable Communities Grant Program, established
with revenue from California’s 2017 gas tax measure,
Senate Bill 1.
~ Placer County press release

12

Fee Program Aimed at Boosting
Affordable Housing in Placer County
KINGS BEACH
Facing escalating housing affordability challenges,
the Placer County board of supervisors has adopted
a new affordable housing inclusionary requirement
and fee program to help advance Placer’s affordable
housing initiatives.
The county’s new affordable housing ordinance
establishes a requirement on private housing
developments larger than 100 units for 10% of the
development’s units to be in the affordable range and
an in-lieu fee option for fulfilling that requirement.
Developments with between eight and 100 units
would have the option to instead pay an in-lieu fee of
$2 per square foot of building area.
It also establishes a new employee accommodation
fee for nonresidential development in the Sierra
Nevada and Lake Tahoe areas.
The ordinance takes effect Jan. 1, 2021.
Residential projects with seven units or less and
developments in an ‘infill’ area or near major public
transit stops would be exempt from the inclusionary
requirements.
~ Placer County press release
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Tahoe Forest Hospital Outpatient Lab
Services Moving to New Location
TRUCKEE/NORTH TAHOE
Tahoe Forest Hospital announced its outpatient lab
services relocated to a new space, effective Monday,
Oct. 19.
Outpatient lab services moved from the main
laboratory inside the hospital to the medical office
building at 10956 Donner Pass Rd., Suite 260, in
Truckee. The hours of operation for the outpatient lab
at the new location are Monday through Friday, 7 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m.
Appointments for lab work can be scheduled
through Tahoe Forest Health System’s online scheduling at tfhd.com/lab or by calling (530) 582-6510.
~ TFH press release

14

Local Agency Participates in Clean-Up
DONNER LAKE
The Truckee Donner Public Utility District’s staff
and board of directors participated in a community
clean-up day in mid-October. This hands-on effort by
over 70 people involved the clean-up of portions of
the state park, roads, and over six miles of shoreline
around Donner Lake.
The visual result was a cleaner neighborhood and
a large TDPUD dump truck full of trash. Common
items found included cigarette butts, beer cans and
bottles, plastic water bottles, paper products, and
other discarded items. For those participating, it was
an opportunity to celebrate everyone’s hard work,
rejuvenate, and help our community.
The TDPUD community clean-up event was
organized in partnership with the town’s Truckee
Litter Corps program. The town provided maps of
the clean-up area, safety vests, trash bags, and tools
to pick up the trash. The idea for the action came
organically through the ranks and was originated by
local TDPUD employee Regina Cooley.
~ TDPUD press release
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Honoring ‘The
Work of Giants’
at Donner Pass
Effort to designate a
national landmark
honoring the master
work of Chinese
laborers

In the Past
BY PHIL SEXTON | Special to Moonshine Ink

For those of us who live, work, and play in this
region, it’s hard to ignore the mountains to the
west of Truckee, particularly the pass. It’s both
a barrier and an opportunity, as it has been for
thousands of years. Up there are petroglyphs that
may be 4,000 years old, evidence of Gold Rush
immigrants to California, and the first automobile
route to cross the United States. The very name,
Donner Pass, speaks to the challenge of crossing
the Sierra.
A key section of the historic transcontinental
railroad also lies up there, perched high above
Donner Lake. Even though the tracks in the original roadbed were dismantled in 1993, it remains
visible, as well as tunnels, massive rock walls, and
concrete snowsheds, somehow blending into the
landscape as if they’ve always been there.
Completion of the railroad was vital and meaningful to our nation’s history, and this part was
particularly daring and dangerous to achieve. Have
you ever thought about who did this work and how
it was done? Increasingly, people are interested in
this chronicle, which for decades had been nearly
lost to historical record.
Before the 1860s, no one had ever built a railroad
over such high mountains. The owners of the
Central Pacific were politicians, attorneys, and
merchants, not railroaders. To complicate things
further, there was a labor shortage in California
due to the Civil War and demand for silver miners
in the Comstock Lode. Because they were the
only workforce available, local Chinese labor was
hired by Central Pacific when railroad construction
reached Auburn in 1864. By the time the railroad
reached the High Sierra in 1865, perhaps 5,000
Chinese worked for Central Pacific, making the
company the largest employer of Chinese outside
of mainland China.
20
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INCH BY INCH: Chinese workers bored out more than a dozen train tunnels in the High Sierra, drilling and blasting with black powder
and later, nitroglycerin. The painstaking labor was done by hand and a day’s work was measured in inches. This Library of Congress
historical photo shows the east portal of Summit Tunnel, a 1,660-foot bore.

A prime example of the treacherous and mindboggling feats that railroad work entailed on
Donner Pass: In one significant section, the route
had to go straight through rock, for a total of
1,654 feet. It was painstaking drudgery — laborers
drilled and blasted with black powder and later,
nitroglycerin, done by hand, with a day’s work
measured in inches. Work began on this tunnel 6
in late 1865 and the first train passed through in
November 1867. For 126 years, this passageway
was a direct connection between the East Coast
and San Francisco Bay. During World War II, the
route helped liberate the Chinese mainland from
the Japanese empire, since much of the troops and
munitions used in the Pacific theatre came west by
railroad over the pass.
But few, if anyone on the ground at the construction site, thought in such grand terms. There was
a job to do, and the Chinese were most unlikely
workers for such hard work. Physically small, most
with no knowledge of English, it just didn’t make
any sense. In the process of constructing 40-plus
miles of track bed between Auburn and Cisco,
Chinese workers had become master road builders,
master masons, and masters of organizing work
gangs. Dependable and hard-working, they were
the right people in the right place.

was renewed interest in understanding, learning,
and teaching the history of construction for the
entire railroad. PBS, the History Channel, and foreign television have aired numerous documentaries.
AMC broadcast the drama Hell on Wheels from
2011 to 2016, a heavily fictionalized western centered around building the railroad. On New Year’s
Day 2019, a float in the Rose Parade, sponsored
by the Chinese-American Heritage Foundation,
re-created the moment when locomotives came
together at Promontory Summit, Utah in 1869.
From 2009 to 2019, Stanford University’s
Chinese Railroad Workers in North America project
attempted to document as much verifiable information about the contribution of the Chinese
as possible, ultimately publishing two books
and providing a wealth of information available
online. At the same time, advocacy groups such
as the 1882 Foundation, the US-China Railroad
Friendship Association, Chinese Railroad Workers

In a foreign and hostile environment, working in
tight groups, these men worked, lived, and in many
cases died to bore more than a dozen railroad tunnels through granite and metamorphic rock. Still,
the contribution of Chinese workers to this great
national undertaking was barely a footnote in most
historic accounts. In 1969, at the centennial celebration in Utah, the one Chinese speaker invited
to the official event was bumped from the program
when John Wayne showed up at the ceremony.
But over the last two decades, history is remembering the work of these labor giants. In the years
leading up to the 150th anniversary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 2019, there
MOONSHINEINK.COM

FOUND TREASURE: This Chinese coin, recently found on a
Donner Summit site, underscores the historical significance of the
area. Photo by Phil Sexton
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NEWS
Descendants Association, and others have
lobbied, educated, and shared their members’
knowledge. Museums along the railroad corridor
developed programs and exhibits. From 2012 to
2019, UC Davis’s History Project, which provides
continuing education for history teachers across
the nation, presented 14 sessions of Teaching the
Transcontinental Railroad in partnership with the
California State Railroad Museum and noted
scholars.
The milestones achieved with Chinese labor at
Donner Pass is the most visible and dramatic
monument to their work between Sacramento
and Promontory, Utah. Much of the original route
remains in use, but at Donner Pass, the roadbed,
tunnels, and China Wall, while still owned by the
Union Pacific Railroad, are not in service. Today, all
trains run on track 2, about a mile south.
On public land near the roadbed, evidence of
buildings, habitation, and work sites used by these
workers can still be found. Thousands of people
visit year-round to explore this area. Sadly, others come to paint graffiti on the tunnel walls and
snowsheds, operate motorized vehicles in closed
areas, and damage or remove remnants of the past.
While a lot of information is available on the web,
much of it is inaccurate, and there’s little or no
on-site interpretation that can help people better
understand this important part of both American
and Chinese history. Enter the 1882 Foundation —
which would like for this to change.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

GREAT RESOURCES TO
LEARN MORE
The Chinese and the Iron Road:
Building the Transcontinental Railroad,
by Gordon H. Chang and Shelly Fisher
Fishkin, Stanford University Press
Ghosts of Gold Mountain, by Gordon
Chang, Mariner Publishers
Chinese Railroad Workers in North
American Project, Stanford University
Summit Tunnel, Exploring APA Heritage
Legacy, 2019, 18-minute film, directed
by Joe Flannery, USDA Forest Service
Soda Springs General Plan, Nevada
County Planning Department
Find direct links on moonshineink.com.
The foundation is a national nonprofit advocacy
and educational group named after the year of
the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act, that
provided for an absolute 10-year moratorium on
Chinese labor immigration. Among its work, the
organization is spearheading an effort to nominate
a portion of the Donner Pass railroad area as a
National Historic Landmark, a designation by the
federal government for exceptional places that
illuminate U.S. heritage.

Members of the 1882 Foundation have met
with representatives of Union Pacific Railroad,
Sugar Bowl Ski Area, Tahoe National Forest, and
National Park Service to develop consensus and
support for this landmark; they are currently engaging regional stakeholders in the process as well.
Locals have always known how special and
important this site is, and many people are passionate about its history and meaning. In 2016,
Nevada County, together with local residents and
businesses, prepared a general plan for the area to
encourage informed, wise development and historic
preservation. You may have noticed the construction on the summit this summer that is tied to this
plan. A National Historic Landmark designation
would complement and enhance these efforts,
making it easier to fund grants, gain philanthropic
and professional support, and complete a proper
setting and infrastructure for this crown jewel of
our history.
Thankfully, due to the efforts of many, the work of
the giants will not be forgotten.
~ Phil Sexton is the executive director of the North
Lake Tahoe Historical Society and has returned to the
Tahoe/Truckee area after an 11-year detour working for
California State Parks at the California State Railroad
Museum, Sutter’s Fort, and the State Capitol Museum.
You can contact Phil at pesexton@gmail.com.
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Women of

Winter

The evolution of this story began
almost a year ago as I was preparing
for a media tour in New York City.
A portion of my job is dedicated to
telling North Lake Tahoe’s stories
and crafting travel content with
journalists. I pitched the Women of
Winter concept to several top-tier
publications, but soon thereafter our
world turned upside down and our
media focus completely shifted. While
I would love to have national attention shine on the women in this piece,
I’m honored to have been the one to
conduct the interviews and highlight
their work here in our community
paper.

My conversations with these women
were powerful. Their motivation to
carve out space in each respective
industry was not passed down or
inherently given. They’ve worked tirelessly to own the titles and credentials
next to their name. Michelle Parker
is a professional skier, photographer,
musician, and advocate. Kari Brandt
is forming global connections among
female ski patrollers; Deirdra Walsh
22
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is one of eight women leading Vail’s
portfolio of 37 resorts; and Jen
Gurecki … well, Jen deserves her own
category of awesome. What stood out
to me is that these ladies are in no
way seasonal in their impact. They
are year-round forces who are blazing forward with unwavering Sierra
resilience.

Michelle Parker
PROFESSIONAL SKIER
Connect: @myshellparker
The mountains are clearly in
your blood. How has growing up
in the Sierra shaped the person
you are today?
I grew up in Squaw
Valley and was
influenced by supportive parents, ski
coaches, and various relationships
that formed as a
result of constantly
being outside. The mountains raised
me by structuring my community
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Carving out space
in the industry
WORDS BY LIZ BOWLING
PHOTOGRAPHY BY WADE SNIDER

and mindset. I’m still close with
the same individuals who helped
develop my confidence and the
desire to improve my skillset as an
athlete. I am acutely aware of how
that foundation translates into my
broader life and business approach;
the mountains established an
openness to learning and they have
become a reflection of who I am.

occur to me that I, too, could make
a career out of what I loved the
most. When I was approached by a
sponsor at Squaw Valley who didn’t
realize at first that I was a woman,
that’s when things started to shift. I
became part of the conversation and
from there it all started to unfold.
Younger women should know that
anything is possible.

You’ve shared that the idea of
being a professional skier was
not even in your realm of possibility when you were younger.
What changed that mindset and
how?

What’s your message to the next
generation of female athletes?

I wasn’t exposed to other females
in this sport; there
were not a lot of
role models for me
to look up to and
the path wasn’t
clearly paved.
While I viewed
skiing as my
greatest passion
and watched guy friends excel into
the professional world, it didn’t

The message I want to portray
throughout my career is that if you
believe it, you can do it. I have
experienced a number of firsts: I
participated in the first women’s X
Games, competed in slopestyle and
halfpipe at the US Open, and have
started my own short movies with
Red Bull. My number one message
would be to speak up. Sometimes
women don’t feel comfortable
taking the initiative and asking for
what they deserve. Own the space!
You are worth it. You are valuable.

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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If you were to identify your most powerful
mountain adventure, what would it be and
why?

CARVING LIFE LINES: The “mountains raised”
Michelle Parker, but as a young female skier she
never imagined they could provide her a career, too.

I was invited on a trip to the Kichatna Spires
(deep in the Alaska Range) with Chris Davenport
and Jim Morrison. They are extremely knowledgeable athletes — the best at what they do and
super dialed in as a team — and it was at that
moment that I realized I was able to hold my
own in that type of terrain where a multitude of
skillsets come into play. Christian Pondella documented the expedition and captured the steepest
lines I’ve ever skied, the most exposed I’ve ever
felt. And I was 100% confident. During that trip I
realized my skill set. The power of the mountains
is real and the experience made me reevaluate the
risks I was willing to take. I pushed myself physically and mentally, reconciling my space. I also
discovered that I can have equally as much fun
with my mom and dad making turns at our local
resort as I do pushing myself in those challenging
moments.

What are you reading? What are you listening to?
Reading: Breath, Braiding Sweetgrass, Americanah,
Between the World and Me
Playlist: Lately a lot of jazz-funk. I spend a
decent amount of time in Portland, Oregon, and
I’m missing live music so much. Others include:
Khruangbin, Gold Fir, Leon Bridges, The Barr
Brothers, Sturgil Simpson, Colter Wall, Lukas
Nelson & Promise of the Real.

Deirdra Walsh
VICE PRESIDENT, GENERAL MANAGER AT
NORTHSTAR CALIFORNIA
Connect: @northstar_california
You accepted your position at Northstar
California in spring of 2019; can you tell us

about what brought you to this role and what
it means to you to lead one of North Tahoe’s
most prominent resorts?
Prior to coming to Northstar, I spent 10 years at
Park City Mountain Resort as the senior director
of food and beverage. I was part of the resort’s
leadership team that led the transformation of what
was at the time two resorts (Park City Mountain
Resort and Canyons) into one resort, which is now
the largest ski resort in the U.S. That experience
inspired me to want to be part of impacting and
influencing at the next level. When the former GM
at Northstar was promoted to Beaver Creek, I
knew I wanted to take the opportunity of running a
resort known for exceptional guest service, unique
traditions, and passionate employees.

What has motivated you throughout
your career? Have there been any pivotal
moments that paved the path for where you
are today?
Ultimately I am motivated to bring out the best
in others, and therefore I am always focused on
doing my best work. I love working with people
and seeing guests and employees come together
through skiing and snowboarding at Northstar.
There are so many moments that create memories
that will last a lifetime for our guests, and being a
small part of that inspires me.
There was a critical moment early in my career at
Park City when a leadership role became available and my boss at the time asked if I would
apply. I was so hesitant. I was young and felt I
wasn’t qualified in the “traditional” way; but she
didn’t give up. She saw something in me that I
didn’t see in myself. That was a micro-moment
that I may not have realized at the time, but
now I utilize to serve as a constant reminder as
a leader: to help people see their capabilities and
potential even when they may not.

What’s the best career advice you have
received … and given?

A LIFT TO THE TOP: Deirdra Walsh
has worked hard to get to the top
of the mountain at Northstar, and
she attributes an assist on her career
journey to another female in the
industry who took a chance on her:
“She saw something in me that I
didn’t see in myself.”
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Vail Resorts recently held a virtual Leadership
Summit and one of the guest speakers was Nadia
Rawlinson, the Chief People Officer of Slack.
She really blew me away overall, and her advice
around a question of finding balance between
work and home really resonated with me in this
current moment. She said, “There is no ‘balance.’
In all things in life there are negotiations and
trade-offs. You have a choice. You decide how
that’s working for you.”
When giving career advice I seek to listen to
understand. Everyone naturally experiences fear
or perceived barriers that may be holding them
See WINTER p. 24
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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back. I want to help them see what
they can control and how they can
bring their best and whole selves
into whatever it is they do.

What are you reading? What are
you listening to? What’s on your
winter playlist?
I am reading The Book of Awakening,
inspired after a Zoom call with a
group of women in Truckee. I also
have FYI - Learning Agility and A
Little Life on my bedside table.
Since my two young kids and my
husband often control the playlist
in our house these days, I have to
include their song choices too. My
son just discovered Coldplay so that
makes the cut, my daughter loves
Lizzo, my husband is an eternal
Grateful Dead fan, and I like to
throw in some ’90s hip hop whenever I can.

Jen Gurecki
CEO, COALITION SNOW
Connect: @yogurecki I
@coalitionsnow I @sisumagazine
The mission of Coalition Snow
is simple: to build women’s skis
and snowboards that don’t suck.
What was the final straw that
led you to starting your own
company?
I don’t think there was a final
straw as much as there was an
opportunity. I was curious about
what would happen, how consumers
and the industry as a whole would
respond. Would they value our
products? Accept them? Would we
be successful? As someone who has
snowboarded and skied for many
years, I knew women’s equipment
was subpar to men’s. My curiosity
and willingness to challenge the
norm was what motivated me.

Coalition Snow is revolutionary in that it builds women’s
skis and snowboards, but your
commitment to sustainability
and inclusivity is an equally
important pillar of your brand.
Tell us about your multi-faceted
business approach and how you
have successfully integrated
cultural conversations into your
work.
From a business standpoint you have
to create something that isn’t there,
or solve a problem, fill a void that
doesn’t currently exist. We thought
about what Coalition could do in the
snow sports industry and I didn’t
have any desire to do more of the
24
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BLOWING BY GENDER BOXES: “Our process is collaborative, and we
believe that the recipe for making a kick-ass product has nothing to do
with what’s between your legs, but in fact, what’s between your ears and
in your heart,” says Jen Gurecki.

same. The idea of a podcast, magazine, and newsletter was derived
from wanting to create content
that spoke to people the way we
wanted to be spoken to and address
issues that we deem important. I
couldn’t just do skiing; that wasn’t
going to be enough. I have a deeply
intellectual side and this business
is reflective of my values and who
I am as a person. I’m committed to
making an impact.
As women, we are uniquely aware of
what it means to move in the world.
Men haven’t been forced to think
about how they move [around].
Traditionally, when we talk about
sustainability it’s ecological and
environmental. No one is exploring
the social side of sustainability,
and I don’t believe that you can
separate human beings from that
conversation. At Coalition, we work
to uniquely address the social side
of sustainability and social change.
I think we do this well and we aren’t
seeing other people in the industry
approach the topic, which makes it
all the more important.

If there was one message you
could send this winter, what
would it be?
I’ve been following the discourse in
Tahoe [about] parking, trailheads,
tourism. My message would be to
locals specifically, and that’s to think
MOONSHINEINK.COM

about others. It’s incredible that
people want to be outside and equally
sad that it took a pandemic to spark
that interest. The outdoors belong
to everyone. Just because you’re a
Tahoe local doesn’t mean there is [an
inherently] deserved access to the
land. Technically, we’re all on stolen
land from the Washoe people. We’re
going to continue seeing people want
to access the outdoors, and if we
move into an ‘us vs. them’ or ‘better
than’ mentality, that will erode any
sort of progress we’ve made in terms
of inclusivity and diversity in the
outdoors. Everyone deserves these
experiences.

What’s next for Coalition Snow?
I’m always looking for the next thing,
that’s my personality. Coalition Snow
is growing — we’re doing the things
we’ve always done, but we’re also
entering new spaces. We recently
launched the Coalition Clubhouse,
an intentional community centered
around our values and the impacts we
want to create. It’s open to women,
non-binary, and other under-represented genders, and we also have a
group specifically for BIPOC snow
sports enthusiasts created and run by
two of our BIPOC Ambassadors.

What’s your favorite mountain
to ski in North Lake Tahoe and
what are you riding and wearing
this winter?

Shredding: My favorite mountain
shifts, historically it was Alpine
Meadows but lately I’ve been spending a lot of time at Mount Rose. It’s
pretty relaxed and has the highest
elevation at the lake. I’m the lone
snowboarder on the Coalition team
so I’ll be riding my Myth and playing
on our Shred Sled.
Wearing: Trew Gear bibs. The company is based in Portland, they are
super cozy, and the bum zips out.

Kari Brandt
DIRECTOR OF SKI PATROL,
DIAMOND PEAK
Connect: @womenofpatrol
You found a combined passion
for emergency medicine and
outdoor adventure. How did you
decide to trust yourself early on
and turn these passions into a
career?
I took a NOLS Wilderness First
Responder (WFR) course that helped
me identify an interest in emergency
medicine. I enrolled to become a
hiking and backpacking guide for the
Yosemite Mountaineering School,
and halfway through the WFR
course, I enrolled in an EMT program with a new goal of becoming
a ski patroller to help pay my way
through a master’s degree program.
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In my second season of patrol at Snow Valley California,
I was promoted to supervisor. My patrol director
saw something in me I hadn’t yet seen in myself. I
was encouraged to pursue certification through the
Association of Professional Patrollers (APP), and it was
after that second season that I became determined to
make a career in the ski industry. I had an extremely
quick progression to the top; the following season I
was promoted to patrol director. Although it took a
bachelor’s degree in math, teaching credentials in math
and P.E., and a master’s degree in integrated STEM
education to realize where I wanted to spend my professional career, I am so glad for the journey and where I
am today.

The ski patrol community is a tight-knit group
that often finds themselves in extremely challenging circumstances. How does your “office” culture
differ from most?
I have the best office in the world; if you have skied
at Diamond Peak, you know exactly what I am talking
about. Although my position still requires office work,
I get to sit at my desk with ski boots on every day.
A patrol becomes a super close-knit team. Partially
because we end up in small shacks across the mountain
together but also because many of us share the same
passions and we truly work together as a team when the
job gets difficult. It isn’t always high stress, but there
are moments that are extremely challenging. A closeknit team helps in these situations.

You’re going into your second winter season
leading Diamond Peak’s ski patrol. What are some
of your key takeaways from the past year and how
are you approaching this winter?
One of the biggest takeaways from last season is the
importance of support in a work environment. My
manager and the rest of the mountain operations management team at Diamond Peak are world-class. They
are some of the best in the industry, and having their

unconditional support through last season made a huge
difference in my job performance. I was excited about
coming to work every single day. Because of this teamwork and support, I have the ability to further develop
training programs for my patrol team this season and
dedicate more time to helping my staff — both as a team
and as individuals.

One of your many certifications and accolades
was the creation of Women of Patrol, a platform
for women ski patrollers to meet up, support each
other, and participate in specialty clinics. Tell us
about your motivation to start that and why.
After participating in two women-focused clinics, I saw
firsthand the power of women training together and
the importance of talking through our challenges in
this field of work. From there, I knew I wanted to do
something more to highlight the amazing women I was
meeting and learning from. I started with an Instagram
account titled Women of Patrol. The response was
amazing and way bigger than I anticipated it would be.
Female patrollers from across the world share their
photos and I have been able to make some really amazing connections through the platform. My goal is to
continue promoting women in the industry and show
that ski patrol is not just a job for men; it is a job well
within their reach. Having a diverse group of people on
any team only makes it better. I’m committed to helping
with the growth and development of female patrollers
and am expanding Women of Patrol into a nonprofit
organization.

Even in these times,
We can uncover your best self.

In fact, there’s
no better time.

Dinny Evans

Radical Well Being Coach

Radical Forgiveness teaches us,
“I’m not ok, you’re not ok, and that’s ok!”
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com
www.radicalwellbeing.com

Love
Moonshine?
Like us on...

What are you most looking forward to this winter
season?
As in any season, I am most looking forward to skiing! I
am excited every day that I have found a career where I
get to ski for work. And living in this incredible area, I
also ski (or snowblade of course) on my days off!

BACKSTREET
FR AMER S

& GALLERY

10099 Jibboom Street

IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE

Limited Operations:
11am - 4pm | Tuesday – Saturday
Appointments only, masks required.

PATROL PIONEER: Kari Brandt, ski patrol director
at Diamond Peak, recognizes the power of women
supporting each other in her field, which led to
the creation of Women of Patrol: “My goal is to
continue promoting women in the industry and
show that ski patrol is not just a job for men; it is a
job well within their reach.”
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

530-587-1409
backstreetframers.com
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BUSINESS BRIEFS
1 Great Gold Arrives
TRUCKEE

David Steele, creator and restaurateur (with chef
Thomas McNaughton) of Ne Timeas Restaurant Group
in San Francisco, opened Great Gold, formerly in San
Francisco’s Mission District, in Truckee on Nov. 6.
Steele and others made a conscious decision to close
the San Francisco restaurant this past August, but what
many people didn’t realize at that time was that plans
were already in motion to open Great Gold in Truckee.
For the past 20 years, Steele has been splitting his time
between San Francisco and Tahoe, and recently made
the decision to make the latter his primary residence.
Great Gold is located in the Pioneer Commerce
Center. With its rebirth in Truckee, Steele has evolved
the cuisine away from strictly Italian-American classics, embracing its new location with cuisine dubbed
“Mountain Italian.”
~ David Steele email

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press releases.
Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.

throughout the season amid the pandemic and its
dynamic effects on visitors to the resort community.
The free Mountaineer app will always have the current
days and hours of operation throughout the season. Intervalley transportation services will continue to be offered
between the two resorts via the Squaw Alpine Shuttle
operated by Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows ski resort.
Learn more about SATCo and Mountaineer online at
squawalpinetransit.org.
~ SATCo press release

3

Elevation Opens to Local Communities
TRUCKEE/NORTH TAHOE
Elevation is a new day program for adults with developmental disabilities. The program serves individuals 18
years and older who reside in the Truckee/North Lake
Tahoe areas. Marliese Bankert, former program director
and manager for Choices (Truckee’s only day program that
closed in September), is Elevation’s program manager.

2

Mountaineer Shuttle Service Returns
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Squaw Alpine Transit Company, the nonprofit
formed as a collaborative effort by Squaw Valley
and Alpine Meadows’ homeowner associations,
lodging properties, and the ski resort, announced
the return of its complimentary Mountaineer ondemand shuttle service provided within the two
valleys during the 2020/21 winter season.
SATCo is conservatively approaching the
upcoming winter season due to COVID-19
tourism impacts resulting in decreased assessments and based on uncertain skier visits to the
resort community. A Mountaineer vehicle fleet of
six is scheduled to offer service starting Dec. 17
through April 11, 2021 in Squaw Valley, Thursday
through Monday from 7 a.m. until 9 p.m., and
in Alpine Meadows on Saturdays and Sundays
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. SATCo is prepared to
be as responsive as possible to shifts in demand

ALL ABOARD: Through its early closure date in mid-March 2020, the shuttle service
Mountaineer’s 19/20 winter season was tracking against its inaugural season at a
20% increase in passengers at nearly 70,000. Photo courtesy Squaw Valley Alpine
Meadows

Alterra Creates New Company Divisions
DENVER, COLORADO
Alterra Mountain Company Chief Executive Officer
Rusty Gregory announced leadership promotions and
organizational changes as the company looks toward its
long-term future, while navigating the upcoming winter
season during the pandemic.
Alterra is adding two new divisions to the company:
hospitality and real estate. These divisions will work
in parallel with the mountain division, made up of the
company’s 15 North American mountain destinations.
The hospitality division is responsible for elevating the
guest experience and growing the offerings beyond
the company’s current 45 lodging properties, over 100
food and beverage outlets, and various membership
clubs. The real estate division is responsible for growing
the overall appeal of each destination by combining
strategic on-mountain and base-area development.
~ Alterra press release

New Leadership at Diamond Peak Ski Team
INCLINE VILLAGE
To lead continued development and execution of the
Diamond Peak Ski Team’s mission, vision, and values,
DeeDee Cole Driller has been appointed as the
program’s director.
12 NOVEMBER – 9 DECEMBER 2020
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Truckee Ed Group Fills Local Niche
TRUCKEE

2

MOVING IN, MOVING UP,
MOVING ON
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Currently, Elevation is connecting with clients through
Zoom classes and one-on-one outdoor meetups, and
is following all COVID-19 protocols. “Elevation recently
found a site in the downtown Truckee historic district and
is busy getting ready for the day when the clients can
once again meet together. The site will feature a retail
space where clients can display and sell their original art
and promote their own entrepreneurial businesses,” the
program’s press release reads.
When the building opens, Elevation will welcome the
community to take a tour and experience the activities.
To visit, volunteer, or teach a specialized class, Elevation
invites the public to reach out to: Marliese Bankert,
marlieseb83@gmail.com, (530) 386-0890; or Mandy Lis,
mlis@truckeeelevation.com, (901) 239-0337.
~ Elevation press release

Cole Driller grew up skiing and
racing in Vermont and competed
for the University of Vermont and
the U.S. Ski Team before heading
to Tahoe, for “just one winter”
in 1984. For more than 35 years,
Cole Driller has been coaching
skiers of all ages.
Prior to becoming the DPST
Mighty Mite program director, Cole Driller coached and
managed ski teams at Alpine
Meadows, Squaw Valley, and
Homewood.
~ DPST press release

Kristen and Andy Giordano recently launched
Truckee Education Group, a business focusing on
tutoring services, developing relationships with
school-aged children, and helping them through
whatever challenges they face to be successful in
school. It’s a one-on-on advisory opportunity that’s
lacking in local schools, Kristen Giordano told
Moonshine.
“[We’re] focusing on the whole child and focusing
on the whole person,” she continued. “[That’s] a
piece we’re really passionate about. Kids won’t
work well and meet their goals if they’re not feeling
stable and safe.”
Truckee Ed primarily focuses on middle- and high
school-aged students, but has resources in place
for elementary ages as well. The brick and mortar
location is at 12242 Business Park Drive, Suite #1
in Truckee, currently for outdoor meetings with
COVID-19 restrictions in place, with remote options
also available.
The Giordanos recently left Sugar Bowl Academy

Sierra Avalanche Center’s social media
presence while also working in the field as a
professional observer. In 2014, he founded
the California Avalanche Workshop. He has
nearly two decades of professional snow and
avalanche experience across three continents, as well as a track record of nonprofit
administration.

~ Sierra Avalanche Center press release
Tahoe Truckee Media Manager
Appointed to National Board
TRUCKEE

Tahoe Truckee Media manager Rory O’Farrell
has been appointed to the National Board
of Directors of the Alliance for Community
Sierra Avalanche Center
LEADERSHIP SHIFT: Sierra
Media, joining the board in November.
Hires ED
Avalanche Center announced last
O’Farrell has been with TTM (formerly
month
the
hiring
of
David
Reichel
as
TRUCKEE
TTCTV),
an educational and government
their new executive director, on the
Avalanche educator and
media center, for more than 10 years.
heels of a long stint working with the
California Avalanche Workshop
organization. Courtesy photo
As a member of the Western Regional
founder David Reichel joined
Board of the ACM, O’Farrell has organized
Sierra Avalanche Center as the organization’s new
the annual WAVE awards for community video excelexecutive director Oct. 7. In his new capacity, Reichel
lence for the past three years.
will lead the nonprofit’s avalanche awareness, fundraisThe ACM works to protect the interests of these
ing, and avalanche forecasting support missions.
access centers, and the communities they serve, to
Reichel is a long-time avalanche educator, mountain
advance their causes through cable television and the
guide and professional avalanche observer in the Tahoe
Internet.
region. He spent the last several years coordinating
~ TTM press release
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after working at the college preparatory for 14 years.
Joining them are Nata Calabro, Colin Hull, and Shannon
Decker, M.Ed. More information about Truckee Education
Group can be found at truckeeed.com.
~ AH

5

5 15th Annual Virtual Winter Speaker Series
TAHOE CITY
On Thursday, Nov. 19, Alpenglow Sports will welcome
local guide Dave Nettle as the first speaker of the 15th
annual Virtual Winter Speaker Series, presented by Peak
Design.
Established in 2006, the Alpenglow Sports Winter
Speaker Series is a free event designed to motivate,
inspire, and educate. Traditionally held at Squaw Valley’s
Olympic Village Lodge, it’s a five-part series that features
one show per month from November through February.
Due to the pandemic, Alpenglow Sports will take the
2020/21 season “on the road” to living rooms around the
globe in a virtual capacity.
In addition to Nettle, other presenters this season
include famed athletes Cody Townsend (Dec. 3), Angel
Collinson (Jan. 7), Ingrid Backstrom (Feb. 4), and Vasu
Sojitra (Feb. 25).
Admission for all virtual Winter Speaker Series shows
is free and all ages are welcome. To register for Nettle’s
kick-off show, Sheltering in Place, and to purchase
automatic entries into the giveaway, visit wildboundlive.
com/events/alpenglownettle. Access information to the
event will be emailed following registration.
The much-loved and highly anticipated in-person raffle
will still be held, virtually this time, with tickets available
for purchase before each show. Proceeds from the raffles
will benefit the five hand-picked nonprofit organizations
for the 2020/21 season including the Truckee Donner
Land Trust, the Boys and Girls Club of North Lake Tahoe,
the Sierra Community House, the Tahoe Fund, and the
Tahoe Institute for Natural Science.
~ Alpenglow Sports press release

6

Town Offers Outdoor Dining Restaurant
Resiliency Grants
TRUCKEE
The Town of Truckee is excited to offer a grant program
for restaurants wishing to extend outdoor dining through
the winter in support of COVID-19 adaptations. The
restaurant resiliency grant application period closed
on Oct. 13 with 27 applications received; 20 from the
downtown business district and seven from other areas
within the town.
This grant program is a component of the Truckee
Winter Wonderland program, a partnership between
the Town of Truckee, Truckee Downtown Merchants
Association, Truckee Chamber of Commerce, and Sierra
Business Council to keep Truckee’s downtown and
business districts vibrant and successful throughout the
coming winter.
The town recently received a $400,000 CARES Act
Economic and Community Resiliency Grant from Nevada
County to fund the downtown portion of this program
and provide enhanced holiday lighting. Truckee’s town
council has approved additional funding to extend
outdoor dining support throughout Truckee.
For an overview of the grant, to see the list of approved
applications, and for updated information about outdoor
business activity guidelines, visit townoftruckee.com/
government/town-manager/economic-development/
outdoor-dining-grant-program.
~ Town of Truckee press release

7

Art Gallery Owners Launch COVID-inspired
Art Subscription Service
TRUCKEE
Olof and Elizabeth Carmel, owners of the Carmel Gallery
in Truckee, have launched a new art subscription channel,
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

In the past few weeks, the two blockbusters theaters
were counting on for fall (Black Widow and No Time
to Die) were delayed until spring. This was the nail in
the coffin for many movie theaters, and Regal Cinemas
announced last month they are closing all theaters in the
U.S. If movie theaters do not have a product to show,
they cannot stay in business.
With the reality that it may not have any major movies
to run, the Tahoe Art Haus & Cinema is facing a dire six
to nine months. While the theater always strives to be
creative and inventive in its programming, it asks the
community for support in any way possible so that it can
still be in business this time next year.
A few ways you can help:
• See a movie! Buy concessions
• Buy a gift card, in person or online
• Buy an Art Haus or drive-in t-shirt
• Watch movies through Art Haus’ virtual cinema
• Buy a growler and fill it up with the Haus craft beer,
hard cider, or kombucha.
~ Art Haus e-newsletter

9

Wellbeing ‘Moving and Evolving’
TRUCKEE

SPEAK ON IT: The 15th annual Alpenglow Speakers Series
will include local guide Dave Nettle and famed athletes Cody
Townsend, Angel Collinson, Ingrid Backstrom, and Vasu Sojitra.
Courtesy photo

naturestream.tv, featuring streaming art displays and
ambient nature films. Their newly released naturestream.
tv apps provide instant access to the Carmels’ fine art
photographs and ambient
nature films on televisions,
mobile devices, and
computers.
The couple have owned
and operated their gallery
since 2006, where they
sell their limited edition
photographic prints.
Naturestream.tv is their
newest venture, created
with the goals of expanding
access to their work during
the COVID era and connecting viewers to the benefits
of experiencing nature’s
beauty. More information
on the Carmel Gallery is
available at thecarmelgallery.com.
~ Naturestream.tv press
release

Wellbeing at 10075 W. River St., Suite B is permanently
closed.
As of Nov. 1, Wellbeing will begin a new chapter as
Kensho Wellbeing Center in partnership with Camp 1
Fitness in their location at Pioneer Commerce Center. “At
our new facility, we will expand our services to include
fitness testing and collaboration with acupuncture
and physical therapy,” the team wrote in an email to
Moonshine. “We look forward to continuing with you on
your path to wellbeing!” Contact (530) 536-0346 to book
your appointment, and visit camp1fitness.com/wellness
or kenshowellbeing.com for more information.
~ BL

8 Art Haus Needs Help
TAHOE CITY
It’s a difficult time for movie
theaters. Not only have most
cinemas in the U.S. been
closed for six months or
longer, but when reopening, owners are confronted
with two challenges: Many
people do not yet feel
comfortable inside enclosed
spaces for two hours, and
major studios continue to
push back big releases to
the spring or summer of
2021.
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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OPINION

Relationship Banking Shines in a Recession
Plumas president advocates for their kind of banking

MY SHOT
By Andy Ryback

Editor’s Note: The author of this
My Shot is director, president, and
chief executive officer of Plumas
Bank, writing in his professional
capacity as well as sharing his
opinion as a local resident.
Recessions are the true tests
of banking relationships. They
are the moments when small
businesses need an ally and a
true partner more than ever
before. They are make-or-break
times when a strong relationship
with a local bank can make the
ultimate difference.
The last recession gave us insight
into how different banks supported small businesses during
tough times. A U.S. Small
Business Administration study
dissected how small business
lending fared before, during, and

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com

In response to Religious
Doesn’t Equal
Republican
Thanks for your insightful
editorial in the 8 October
issue of Moonshine Ink.
Polarization around social,
political, and religious issues
threatens one of America’s
most important foundational
precepts: the separation of
church and state. It’s hard
enough to choose between
only two impactful parties
without having also to choose
between religious dogma and
personal fidelity. Issues are
complicated and there a lot
of them. Nuanced analysis is
not popular in America but
we need to bring it back. No
30

after the 2008 recession. The
findings were that community
banks led big banks in small
business loan growth before
the 2008 recession and began
lending to small businesses
again more quickly following the
economic downturn.
When you consider the baseline
for community banks’ business
lending — community banks
account for 60% of all small
business loans, according to
the Independent Community
Bankers of America — you
can see that these banks are
the backbone of small business
success in both good times and
challenging times.
This vital support to businesses
during difficult economic times
is built into the DNA of banks
like Plumas Bank, a community
bank serving small to mid-sized
businesses in Northern Nevada
and Northern California. And it
shows in the way Plumas Bank
is responding to this current
economic uncertainty, pulling
out all the stops to support
entrepreneurs facing unprecedented circumstances.

Community banks across the
country are doing all they can
to help the small businesses
that rely on them. But this is
nothing new. Finance experts
and economists have long taken
notice of this trend.
“Simply put, community-based
lenders stick with their borrowers in tough times,” wrote
Raphael Bostic, chairman of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
in a column for American
Banker.
For small businesses, it is not
just access to capital, it’s also the
little things that end up making a
huge difference as entrepreneurs
confront an unpredictable
environment and complicated
federal relief programs. Like
not having to navigate endless
phone trees and automated
1-800 numbers when your small
business’s future is on the line.
Or having confidence that your
bank doesn’t have dozens of
larger customers prioritized in
line ahead of you as you wait to
get your critical loan documents
filed, federal assistance applications completed, or business
questions answered.

Relationship banking means
community banks already
know your business inside and
out, making every step of the
banking process more personal,
streamlined, and effective. It is
an incredible asset to a small
business in good economic
times, and critical lifeline
during challenging economic
conditions.
During this crisis, Plumas Bank
processed more than 1,200
PPP applications totaling
close to $120 million. We also
deferred payments on over 400
loans totaling more than $100
million to provide our clients
payment flexibility while their
circumstances rapidly evolved.
We fielded thousands of calls
from our clients and focused
on being open, accessible, and
responsive to their needs.
This is what community banks
do during a crisis — we fight
for the small businesses that
have entrusted us with their
financial well-being and their
future. Plumas and other
community banks are the
way forward to ensure true
relationship banking, which

could be the life raft your small
business or family accounts
need to weather this storm. If
you’re banking with a larger
institution, consider switching
to a community bank that can
meet your human needs as well
as your wallet’s.
We’ll emerge from this crisis
because of the resilience and
ingenuity of small business
owners. They are the heart and
soul of our communities. That’s
why we’re proud to be a locally
owned and managed community bank standing alongside
the small businesses that make
up our vibrant communities.
~ Andrew J. Ryback is director,
president, and chief executive
officer of Plumas Bank and
its holding company, Plumas
Bancorp. An advocate for small
business growth and thriving
local economies, Ryback serves
national appointments to
the Federal Reserve Board’s
Community Depository
Institutions Advisory Council
and the Federal Delegate Board
of Independent Community
Bankers of America.

party can please all of the
people all of the time, so we
have to make choices. Keep
up the good work.
~ Rick Tavan, Truckee, via
letter
In response to Sustainable
Investing: Forging Our Way
to A Better Future by John
Manocchio
Long-Time Sustainable
Investor
I have been investing sustainably for years. It’s my deepest value personally and the
investments have done well
enough “financially.” It’s an
investment that transcends
money itself.
~ Susi Lippuner, Truckee, via
Facebook
See READERS
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Railroad Snowshed
Graffiti Removal
A community responds, again and again

MY SHOT
By Dick Simpson

Graffiti is everywhere — in
subways, on bridge abutments, on blank walls ... some
has artistic value; other pieces
are little more than scribbles,
signatures, dates, or fourletter words.
Prehistoric cave art and rock
carvings may once have been
graffiti, though they are held
in different regard now. Spray
paint and marker pens make

tagging quick, easy, and
difficult to control today. The
abandoned railroad tunnels
at Donner Summit and
their interior paintings have
become a tourist attraction
of sorts, though visitors can
be cited for trespassing since
the property is owned by
Union Pacific Railroad, which
discourages entry.
An early summer explosion in
graffiti on the outsides of the
summit railroad tunnels and
snowsheds caught locals by
surprise. Markings could be
seen from I-80, Donner Pass
Road, and parts of Truckee.
Its suddenness shocked locals
into action; members of the
rock climbing community
were particularly upset

because of their interest in
keeping rock surfaces clean
and natural. Although no
climbing areas were immediately affected, migration of
graffiti to nearby natural and
historic surfaces is common.
The U.S. Forest Service was
concerned about damage to
historic and archeological
artifacts in the area, which
are both numerous and often
indistinct.
The Donner Summit
Association, a volunteer
group dedicated to revitalizing the summit area, is
coordinating a removal campaign, which is supported by
the forest service, the North
Tahoe Climbers Coalition,
See GRAFFITI p. 32

SCRUBBED: The eastmost tunnel entrance, visible from Donner Lake, defaced and resurrected. Photos by John Scott
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

12 NOVEMBER – 9 DECEMBER 2020

31

OPINION

PROGRESS: Before, during, and after views of graffiti removal from the old CalTrans storage shed at Donner Summit. Photos by Pat Malberg and Dick Simpson

GRAFFITI from p. 31

Donner Summit ski areas, the
Truckee Donner Land Trust,
local businesses, and individual volunteers from across the
Truckee/North Tahoe region.
Seventy volunteers signed up
for three- to four-hour shifts
on three days in the week
before Labor Day.
Sugar Bowl provided staff
time, a truck-mounted
pressure washer, and $1,000
in financial assistance, which
was matched by a $1,000
contribution from the land
trust. Individuals gave a total

of another $1,500. Boreal
and Soda Springs resorts also
provided support. Mountain
Hardware and Sports donated
$250 worth of supplies, KellyMoore Paints provided 180
gallons of light brown paint
at a discount, and The Real
Graphic Source contributed
new signs. Equipped with
painting gear and solvent, the
volunteers removed most of
the graffiti visible from the
highways during the initial
three-day campaign.
Taggers returned almost
immediately; but a second

UNIQUE SUS TA IN A B L E
H A NDCR A F T ED JE W E L RY
Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands

wave of two dozen volunteers
on Sept. 24 repainted the
freshly marked surfaces and
extended coverage eastward
to less accessible panels
that had not been cleaned
earlier in the month. Taggers
returned again, and smaller
clean-up groups have followed. The cycle is likely to
repeat several more times
before snow makes the
exterior tunnel and snowshed
walls difficult to reach.
Although the removal project
has enjoyed wide community
support, there have been
challenges. Just before Labor
Day, taggers hit an old
CalTrans supply shed at the
top of Donner Pass Road;
cleaning the shed became
another task for several of
the first 70 volunteers. A web
sign-up page was filled with

bogus names and contact
information so that only three
of the expected 28 volunteers
showed up; DSA is now confirming volunteer information
before shifts start. And an
earlier graffiti removal project
by Sugar Bowl Academy was
documented on the internet
until threats against both
the school and students
led to quick removal of the
Facebook pages.
A trail host, parked at the
entrance to the longest
tunnel, has called in suspicious activity, and the Nevada
County sheriff’s office have
escorted suspected taggers
away from the tunnels in
response. Video cameras are
being installed and signs have
been placed at likely access
points warning of fines and
imprisonment.

The granite walls around
Donner Summit are one of the
region’s primary attractions.
Rock climbing has blossomed
in the last 30 years. Cycling
between Truckee and Cisco
Grove has become an aerobic
challenge; it will become even
more popular once bike lanes
open on Donner Pass Road.
The summit’s past is complicated; but there is no denying
that historian Bill Oudegeest’s
characterization of it is apt:
“Donner Summit is the most
historically significant square
mile in California and maybe
the entire Western United
States.”
The new graffiti is not a welcome addition to that square
mile; community involvement
is essential in controlling its
spread. Anyone witnessing
suspicious graffiti activity
should contact the Nevada
County sheriff’s office at (530)
265-7880. For more information on volunteering or to
make a financial contribution
to this effort, visit donnersummitca.com/projects.
~ Dick Simpson is a semi-retired
planetary radar astronomer.
When not helping NASA
interpret space data, he is taking
long dog walks or backcountry
skiing at Donner Summit. He is
secretary of the Donner Summit
Association.
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TRPA
Money Grab
Transportation plan does not
address the root of the
problem

MY SHOT
By Ann Nichols

This is a doozy. The draft
2020 Linking Tahoe: Regional
Transportation Plan &
Sustainable Communities
Strategy (RTP) is out. For
the last 13 years the North
Tahoe Preservation Alliance (of
which I am the president) has
been addressing the need for
growth to be in sync with our
infrastructure.
NTPA believes while the RTP
contains projects and plans that
may be beneficial to transportation at Lake Tahoe if actually
completed and funded, we are
extremely concerned about the
basis of the report and its connection to other disturbing new
funding proposals such as One
Tahoe and the 2020 Prosperity
Center Report.
Our concerns include: The RTP,
with TRPA’s blessing and in
advance of the full RTP report,
changes the historical vehicle
miles traveled (VMT) standard,
which is their solution for not
meeting the existing capacitybased TRPA standard for VMT.
Although environmental thresholds are the baseline standard
which projects are compared
to, changing environmental
thresholds have become
TRPA’s de facto solution to its
inability to improve the reality
of Lake Tahoe’s environment.
Manipulating the numbers
is not the solution. The new
proposed greenhouse gas-based
VMT standard would allow
traffic in the Basin to increase
without any capacity limits.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Uncapped VMT growth would
result in negative impacts to
other thresholds, including
water quality. We have begged
TRPA for decades to determine
a capacity that our existing
infrastructure can handle.
TRPA’s response has been
crickets. It refuses to provide a
lake resident and visitor population capacity maximum, citing
VMT as a restricting determination. Now TRPA is changing
VMT to fit their narrative.
The RTP fails to address the
underlying problem at Lake
Tahoe which is overdevelopment. Lake Tahoe is clearly
at maximum capacity now
in advance of the unbridled
growth projected for the Reno
area and a surge in population
increase in the Tahoe Basin
since COVID hit. We are over
the capacity tipping point
without the completion of
TRPA-promoted community
enhancement projects in
Homewood, Boulder Bay,
Ferrari Crown, and Kings
Beach. Don’t forget the Martis
Valley West project and Nevada
County’s promotion of crushing
new Truckee development.

poses threats to public health
and safety (i.e. in the event
of an emergency evacuation).
Shelter in place is a sad and
terrifying cop-out. The RTP
fails to identify adequate funding and continues to place the
heaviest burden on residents
despite the greatest impacts
coming from visitors. One
Tahoe is another attempt to
change TRPA’s bi-state compact
and is represented as the solution to the RTP’s $1.5 billion
financial shortfall. One Tahoe
wants to generate $60 millionplus per year from visitors,
residents, and the Truckee area
by charging tolls or creating a

special use district. In addition,
the 2020 Prosperity Center
Report proposes increasing
residents’ property taxes. The
proposed money grabs are
unrelenting and there will never
be enough money. It’s the
same old thinking, the same
players, and it has led to bigger
problems.

visitor “Reservation America”
type internet permitting in
conjunction with Lake Tahoe
entrance toll stations. Let’s
do the hard work and really
fix the problem. We need a
major adjustment in thinking
about the problem … densifying development is not the
solution.

The solution is to determine
capacity and then shut down
access to Tahoe visitors once
the maximum has been
reached, much like Yosemite
does. Our local ski areas often
close down. This could be
accomplished with a required

~ Ann Nichols is a Nevada and
California Real Estate Broker
and has been a Tahoe resident
for 50 years. She is the president
of the North Tahoe Preservation
Alliance working to sustain
the natural beauty and rural
character of North Lake Tahoe.

In the last 15 years, none of
TRPA’s development solutions to traffic problems have
worked. To be realistic, even
the East Shore Bike Trail didn’t
get people out of their cars as
much as create a new “attraction” drawing more people.
The RTP ineffectively addresses
issues associated with all Lake
Tahoe visitors, and does not
adequately deal with associated
traffic, especially by day-only
visitors. Lake Tahoe requires
a limit on visitor capacity now.
Residents are currently prisoners confined to their homes
due to existing traffic with
no respite during off season.
Unrestricted VMT growth also
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SOLUTIONS TO
P U Z Z L E PA G E , P. 5 0

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

food and drink industry, as
you can imagine, and it was
possible thanks to an amazing team composed by former
CERN physicists (European
Center of Nuclear Research)
in Geneva, Switzerland and
biologists from the Truckee
Meadows college.
Our team feels the importance in sharing our findings
with you and with our community members, and we
would like to say thank you to
all of them and let them know
that 50% of research has been
designed at Donner Lake and
Kona, Hawaii.
~ Luca Tagliapietra, Truckee
and Honolulu, via letter
In response to online exclusive A Recalibration of Visitor Numbers
Digging Through the Sh*t

READERS REFLECT from p. 30

In response to election coverage, national elections
In Defense of the Electoral
College
Our Founding Fathers in their
wisdom created the Electoral
College to protect against
mob rule through popular
vote. Hitler was elected by
popular vote. Enough said!!
However, because the
number of EC votes a state
contributes to presidential
elections is still based on
population, the more populated states still hold the less
populated states hostage. This
needs to change.
Just as each state has two
U.S. Senators [regardless]
of population, so it is that

the EC votes each state has
should only be two.
That would make a state
like Montana as powerful as
a state like California. That
would ensure that a predominantly left-wing state like California can’t make a predominantly right-wing state like
Montana irrelevant.
With only two EC votes
per state it would take 51 EC
votes to win the election, a
simple and common majority. This would allow small
population states real power
in choosing a POTUS.
Remember, the EC was created when 95% of Americans
lived agrarian lives, and the
number of states in 1804 was
only 17, and the U.S. population then was only 5.3 mil-

lion, 900,000 of whom were
enslaved people who couldn’t
vote, so it wasn’t perceived
back then that any state could
become so massively populated that its number of EC
votes could end up making
other states irrelevant regarding EC votes.
The Dems want to eliminate
the EC because they know
that would turn America into
a one-party country like all
dictatorships are, so we must
keep the EC in an effort to
thwart that. However, as I’ve
laid out above, the EC needs
to be revamped so that each
state has the same number of
EC votes which would be a
strong defense against a oneparty country.
~ Jeff Middlebrook, Truckee,
via letter
Candidate Gratitude
Thanks for the important coverage of our local elections!
~ Lindsay Romack, Truckee,
via Facebook
In response to coverage of
trash in our lakes (like Trash
Talk from the Sept. 2019
issue and Why Can’t Tahoe
Solve the Trash Issue? in this
year’s Sept. issue)

34
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Microplastics Research in the
Region
My name is Luca J. Tagliapietra and I am the director of
BabuHawaii Foundation, a
U.S. nonprofit entity based
in Honolulu, Hawaii and
Truckee, California which is
involved in scientific research
concerning environmental issues such as microplastic pollution and endangered species.
In the past two years, BabuHawaii Foundation (babuhawaiifoundation.org) focused
its research on finding a
solution to identify microplastic particles in water samples
and in all processes involving
possible human ingestion and
contamination, which can
affect human health, leading
eventually to cancer and tumors (according to the World
Health Organization).
The research paper on the
microplastics identification
was invited, accepted, and
published by the international
peer-reviewed journal Instruments, in Basel, Switzerland,
whose editor-in-chief is Professor Antonio Ereditato of Albert Einstein Physic Institute
of Bern, Switzerland.
Here is the link to the
publication: mdpi.
com/2410-390X/4/4/32
This new research paper
could be a revolution in the

Way to literally dig through
the [poop emoji]. The reality
is these agencies have very
unreliable data that they base
decisions on and present as
facts. Now at least some are
willing to admit the “calibration errors” once it’s actually
questioned.
~ Chris Gallagher, Tahoe
City, via Facebook

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“WE ARE
OUR OWN
DRAGONS
AS WELL AS
OUR OWN
HEROES,
AND WE
HAVE TO
RESCUE
OURSELVES
FROM
OURSELVES.”
~ TOM ROBBINS

TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

HOME FRONT

T

he seasonal shift shows sales volume dipping from September in all micro-regions except
Incline Village and Crystal Bay, where sales volume stays flat. However, sales volume
remains significantly higher year-over-year, showcasing the 2020 trends that we have seen
as a result of COVID-19, which demonstrates high demand and flexibility where October
behaves similar to summer months. Historically, we expect to see a slowing trend as winter
approaches.

Brought to you by

~Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe Luxury Properties

UNITS SOLD
North and
West Shores**

51

Incline Village/
Crystal Bay

2

Tahoe
Lakefronts
0

70

20

40

60

80

100

Single-family homes sold
October 2020

$

1200000

1.4M

$

900000

899K

840K

$

300000
0

Truckee*

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT
Single-family homes for sale as of Nov. 1

115

1500000

$

Single-family homes for sale as of Nov. 1

54

56

95

North and Incline Village/
West Shores** Crystal Bay

3.350M

Tahoe
Lakefronts
=
$9.7M

161

99

82

MEDIAN PRICE

600000

HOMES FOR SALE

Single-family homes sold
October 2020

Truckee*

TLUXP.COM

120

Including 19 Tahoe Lakefronts

Including 4 Tahoe Lakefronts

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $884K
Truckee*

North & West Shores**

Incline Village/Crystal Bay

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows
~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

TRUCKEE

TA H O E C I T Y

RENO

ACCIDENT & INJURY ATTORNEYS
JUST ONE OF OUR MANY PRACTICE AREAS

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

53 0. 587. 20 02
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

w w w. por ter simon .com
12 NOVEMBER – 9 DECEMBER 2020

35

HOME FRONT

Yes, Renter, You Do
Need Insurance!

live, a process that in the
Sierra can take a while,
as we all know.
Unfortunately, depending upon where you live,
obtaining or keeping
homeowners insurance
has been a challenge
the last few years. After
taking some sizable hits
with all these devastating
fires, insurance companies have been canceling
policies, not renewing,
or just not taking on new
policies in areas that
they deem are too high
of a risk to insure. And
in some cases, if they will
not insure the dwelling,
they will also not provide
renters insurance.

REAL RENTALS
Tim Hauserman

Over the last few
months, hundreds of
structures in California
have gone up in flames,
which has been a stark
reminder of the importance of insuring your
home and possessions
against a fire. But what
if you are a long-term
renter? Are your possessions insured if the
property you are living in
has homeowners insurance? Unfortunately,
the answer is simple:
At State Farm, eligibility
Nope. Nada. It turns
is address specific, not
out in fact that you
by the neighborhood;
need your own rental
one property may have a
insurance policy not only
problem and another in
WORTHY INVESTMENT: If you’re a renter, it’s wise to get yourself a renters insurance policy because it’s very unlikely that your
to get reimbursed for
the same development
landlord’s homeowners insurance will cover the cost of replacing your possessions.
the loss of your prized
will not. “We can do 70%
personal possessions, but
starts at just $130 to $150 per year.
mulate and might be worth a lot more
of the addresses in Tahoe
perhaps more importantly, to insure
The price goes up if you have lots of
than you think. Add up the cost of
Donner, for example,” said Sprang.
you against personal liability in our
expensive possessions and need more
the hundreds of items hanging around
Each insurer has different rules
litigious society.
liability coverage, but it is a relative
in your house: bikes, skis, high-tech
regarding which areas or addresses
bargain in comparison to regular
clothing that you wear when you bike
“The only reason to not have renters
they will insure — if you can’t find
homeowners insurance because the
and ski, those lightweight sleeping
insurance is that you don’t know
a policy with your favorite insurer,
cost of personal possessions is much
bags and tents, Grandma’s hutch and
better,” said Kristin Sprang from the
seek out an insurance broker who
less than the cost of rebuilding a
that cool couch, and all those kitchen
State Farm office of Roxanne Duffield
represents a number of companies. “If
house. In order to protect tenants,
supplies that make you a master chef.
in Truckee. “It not only insures your
I put the address in and they decline
some landlords do require a renters
It can easily top $50,000 before you
stuff, but personal liability. If you are
it, I can just go through the next
insurance policy as part of the lease.
blink an eye.
on your mountain bike and injure
company,” said Cindi Hoyt from Aegis
someone, if you have renters insurNot sure if you have enough possesYou can also get loss of use coverage
Insurance. A last-ditch answer is the
ance with personal liability coverage it
sions worth buying insurance for?
as part of your rental policy. So, if
state of California’s Fair Plan, which
will cover the costs if they sue you.”
While some things are irreplaceable,
there is a fire and you are forced out
provides insurance for those who can’t
like my collection of awesome ’70s
of your home, you can get money
find it elsewhere. Nevada does not yet
The other good thing about renters
records, the stuff that can be replaced
from your insurance company while
offer Fair Plan insurance for high-risk
insurance is that it is inexpensive.
probably took you a lifetime to accuyou are trying to locate a new place to
policies.
Basic coverage, according to Sprang,

Surprisingly great rates
right around the corner.

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com
530-550-9000
2001878
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FARE THEE WELL, ‘ON SALE NOW’
We’ve had a good run, scouring Zillow and other local listings
for houses on a hill, within biking distance, or, most recently,
historically inspired homes. However, in keeping with our
mission at the Ink to utilize our limited staff and resources
to bring our readers the most in-depth, unique information possible, we are looking into innovative ways to cover
the region’s complex housing market. Thus, we decided to
discontinue the column with the intention of morphing it into
bigger and better things, and always with a finger on the
Tahoe/Truckee housing pulse.
~ Column authors Becca Loux, Alex Hoeft
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Mythbusters, Plumbing Edition
To use or not to use antifreeze
in household pipes, that is the
question
SPACE IT UP | By Juliana Demarest

While we’ve been spoiled with summer-like days well into the fall season, freezing
temperatures and winter snows are not that far away. (At least we hope so!) In a
region where many homes sit vacant for extended periods of time, it’s important
to take proper measures to prevent pipes from freezing. While the common practice is to drain pipes of water, some homeowners have instead taken to putting
automotive antifreeze into their plumbing system to prevent freezing.
Mountain Hardware and Sports hardware and plumbing manager Dough Farley
recently told Moonshine that he’s had a number of people come into the store who
have put the wrong type of antifreeze in their household pipes. That got us thinking: Is using antifreeze intended for an automobile in pipes really a good idea?
“Generally speaking, the TDPUD does not recommend the use of antifreeze
products in residential plumbing,” Truckee Donner Public Utility District
Assistant General Manager and Water Utility Director Brian Wright wrote in an
email to Moonshine Ink.
Wright stressed that there are two different types of antifreeze, and should a
homeowner choose to use an antifreeze product to prevent frozen pipes, it is
extremely important to understand that the two varieties of antifreeze have different chemistry. One is the ethylene glycol-based variety, such as the antifreeze
commonly used in vehicles’ coolant systems. There are also propylene glycolbased products which are less toxic and available in food-grade compositions. The
latter is often used for the winterization of recreational vehicle plumbing systems.
“If a homeowner or resident is not familiar with the differences between the two,
it may present some serious health concerns to occupants of the home who later
drink from water passing through the plumbing,” Wright explained. “Oftentimes,
a home may have been winterized with antifreeze in the plumbing and the first
occupants the next spring were not aware that the plumbing required thorough
flushing. It is important that homeowners fully understand which product they
are using and consult with professional plumbers on making these decisions.”
Jim Winterberger, president of second-home management company Tahoe
Getaways, which often oversees the winterization process for homes that will
remain unoccupied during cold winter months, told Moonshine that he has not
had anyone use automotive antifreeze in a home setting, but is familiar with the
use of RV antifreeze.

ICE, ICE, BABY: Draining the plumbing if you plan to be away for prolonged periods of time is the
preferred method over using chemical antifreeze to prevent pipes from freezing.

• Keep the inside thermostat at 45 to 50 degrees when away during the winter to
ensure the interior temperatures do not drop below freezing on those extremely
cold nights and damage internal plumbing.
• Properly insulate exposed plumbing structures under the home. There are heat
tape products for insulation but be cautious of electrical fire hazards and consult
a contractor.
• Ensure irrigation systems are turned off and drained (blow out empty irrigation
lines with compressed air).
Should using antifreeze remain your number one solution to prevent pipes from
freezing, Wright advises homeowners to contact a licensed plumber for guidance.
He also noted that there are many do-it-yourself tutorials that can be found
online on websites like homeadvisor.com and mrrooter.com.

I n cas e
ta l k i n g a b o u t
insurance makes
yo u r h e a d s p i n

“Most RV antifreezes are ethanol based, and generally recognized as safe for use
in potable water systems,” said Winterberger, noting that using a “stop/drain”
is standard practice for his company, as well as maintaining heat at 55 degrees.
“Even with the water supply stopped and drained, there are a myriad of areas
that will hold water, an icemaker line being one of many examples I can think of.
There are ways to completely flush a water system, but most of our properties are
used somewhat regularly, so that’s an overkill.”

We make

Wright shared a number of ways homeowners can prevent pipes from freezing,
without resorting to chemical assistance:

u n d e rs ta n d i n g

• Close vents to the space under the house (crawl space) to prevent freezing
temperatures from developing under the structure. (This is a very important step
and a common cause of freezing pipes.)
• Turn off (isolate) the primary water line (stop and drain valve) and drain the
plumbing if you plan to be away for prolonged periods of time.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

i n s u r a n c e e a sy
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catching
their
breath
BY CRAIG C. ROWE
Moonshine Ink

Gym owners try
to keep their
businesses fit
amid a pandemic

T

here are a lot of stigmas about CrossFit.

It’s cult-like. It causes injuries. Only
elite athletes are welcome.
These are preconceptions that Jason
Berger, owner of Truckee’s Dreamtown
CrossFit, addresses and dismantles
immediately with aspiring members.
Berger is vocal about the overall
emotional benefits of group fitness,
not just the increased endurance or a
better overhead squat. He considers his
business a community.
That’s why, when he had to close
down in March, he worried like a
parent whose child didn’t come home
at night.
But Berger and other fitness center owners in the region were facing a problem
much more wide-scale than a minor bout
with teenage rebellion. The culprit was
— is — a fitness business’s worst-case
scenario: a fast-spreading respiratory
ailment that thrives from close human
contact in indoor environments.
“For sure, I lost some sleep,” Berger said.
An afternoon class was underway as
we sat outside Dreamtown’s rear door,
waiting for a Union Pacific train to clunk
past. Berger’s NFL-linebacker frame is
not quite what the manufacturer of the
folding chair he’s in had in mind. Like he
does with his gym, he’s making it work.
38
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Berger and his wife, Andrea, built
Dreamtown out of bricks of devotion to
CrossFit’s results, specifically the ones
he achieved himself. He openly admits
to not having been in the best physical
shape when he first tried the sport, and
it’s that growth that firmly pins him to
staying fit.
Berger first heard about the virus
in mid-January. Like everyone else
around Lake Tahoe and the country,
he didn’t equate it with a significant
business — or life — risk. It was just
sort of looming out there.
Andrea Berger is a surgical nurse at
Tahoe Forest Hospital. As the virus
spread, Andrea was adamant that Jason
take the rapidly evolving health restrictions seriously.
A couple of weeks before the official
stay-at-home order was enacted by
Gov. Gavin Newsom, Dreamtown
stopped allowing drop-ins, a CrossFit
tradition of encouraging out-of-town
athletes to use other gyms when
traveling. Class sizes were cut, and
socially distanced workouts mandated.
“She said we need to be responsible
and close our doors,” Berger said.
“She was on the forefront of what was
coming into the hospital; it wasn’t just
hearsay for me.”
Thus, before mandated by the state,
Dreamtown shut it down.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST: Area
fitness center owners, like Dreamtown
Crossfit’s Jason Berger, pictured,
moved quickly to adapt their
businesses once the pandemic forced
them to close. Photo by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink

“It was the right thing to do for our
Dreamtown community and Truckee,”
Berger said.

cases, according to Johns Hopkins
Medicine. Mild cases, too, can create
long-lasting breathing problems.

The situation was similar at Kelley
McKenzie’s Liv Studio, a Pilates and
group fitness facility in Truckee’s Pioneer
Center. The gym is an advocate of
Les Mills programming, a provider of
organized classes that focus on sustained
aerobic movements and weights.

Existing health concerns, or comorbidities, exacerbate what the virus
is capable of doing to a body. This
is what leads the ill-informed to
believe it’s not the virus that kills you.
However, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s website
reports that 6 in 10 Americans live
with chronic illness, a sobering fact
that puts the potential power of this
pandemic into bleak perspective.

“When we first heard of it, like
anywhere we weren’t sure how serious
it was,” McKenzie wrote in an email.
“We thought it would be a couple
weeks but as time went on, as a business it was hard. We’re in the business
of health and fitness, we did not want
to put our members at risk.”
Like Berger’s Dreamtown, McKenzie’s
business thrives on group participation, on classes led by certified
coaches motivating people in unison
to, among other things, better combat
the threat of illness.
Unfortunately, coronavirus thrives in
the same environment, a fact that only
augments its impact.
While furtive in transmission and fickle
in impact, seemingly affecting everyone
differently, the novel coronavirus is
consistent in its target: the respiratory
system.
Pneumonia and acute respiratory
distress syndrome are common in severe

The organization also published a
coronavirus fact sheet to advise fitness
facility owners on safe reopenings and
operation during the pandemic.
“It was devastating to close our doors,
even when we thought it would be
for a short period of time,” McKenzie
said. “Not only for our business but
because we knew that if members lose
their chance to stay fit they are more
at risk of the side effects of the virus.”
Because physical wellness encompasses more than one’s looks on the
outside, McKenzie worried about how
her members would cope being away
from something that’s also critical to
emotional balance for many.
“Our members need the gym to relieve
stress and set aside time for themselves,” she said.
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS
McKenzie acted quickly to
create online classes, responding like countless other
American business owners
who had to learn to lead from
behind a screen.
“We rented our equipment
out [to members of] the gym
and found an outlet to stream
our classes live ... we could
connect with our members
and they could connect with
each other,” she said. “The
live classes were so important, not only for them, but
for us as well.” She bolstered
the live classes with recorded
sessions members could take
at will. The online comments
and pictures sustained the
sense of communal fitness so
critical to their daily lives.
“It carried us through a tough
time,” she noted. “It kept us
pushing forward.”
Berger, too, knew that the sense
of community he works hard
to instill through his instruction and universal appeal for
wellness would suffer under the
requirements needed to quell
the virus’s spread.
With meeting in person not
possible, he, too, doled out
equipment to members and
learned how to use this new
thing called Zoom.
Being based heavily on
fostering improved mobility
and functional strength,
CrossFit doesn’t mandate
high-tech equipment.
It’s a lot of heavy items made
of metal, such as kettlebells
and barbells, nothing fragile.
There are also rowing machines,
long and incommodious,

requiring disassembly to fit
into most Subarus. The aptly
named Assault Bikes were all
checked out, too. So did the
jump ropes.
“We didn’t have a piece of
equipment left, every single
thing was gone,” Berger
said. “We didn’t have any
rowers, no bikes, not a single
dumbbell.”
In short, Berger and
McKenzie watched substantial investments — equipment
— go out the door to be used
and maintained by people
all over town, well outside of
their reach.
“The only way I can explain it
is, this is family, you’d do the
same for your brother, sister,
or mom or dad,” Berger
said, motioning toward the
class, which was then darting by us in waves as part
of the workout’s 400-meter
run. “What could I do for
you guys? Because you’re
keeping us alive, I wanted
people to get value out of
their memberships.”
With the strictest limitations
lifted for now, both McKenzie
and Berger have resumed
in-person classes, albeit under
careful considerations.
Masks are mandatory during
warm-up and instruction
at Dreamtown, and, like at
Liv Studio, late summer and
early autumn warmth enabled
members to be outside.
“Space, large open doors,
windows, and air flow as
well as the warm weather we
have been experiencing has
allowed us to stay safe and
open,” McKenzie said.

Berger’s landlord was more
than agreeable to his idea for
installing an outdoor “cage,”
essentially a series of connected pull-up bars at varied
heights, critical to many of
the sport’s movements.
In addition to open-air
workouts, temperature checks
and rigorous equipment
wipe-downs are typical best
practices for the gym owners.
Both facilities are in the
process of moving into new
locations to improve air
circulation and thus safety.
WEIGHTED RESPONSE: When COVID-19 forced fitness
centers to close down this past spring, many owners rented
out their equipment to members so they could continue
workouts at home. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Dreamtown isn’t going far,
only to the adjacent bay
once occupied by Quality
Automotive. It has a little
more square-footage and
most importantly, an
overhead door that can be
opened to help ventilate
the space, and its oftenexhausted inhabitants
breathe more safely.

simply know a little more about
handling the situation.
Even with progress, however,
McKenzie thinks many things
have changed for the fitness
industry in general, but that
being in Truckee and Tahoe
makes a difference.

Liv Studio’s new place has a
hospital-grade air purification system, according to
McKenzie, “...that changes
the air constantly.” It also
has large doors and a heated
outdoor workout space.

“This has been devastating to
the fitness industry,” she said.
“We are lucky in Truckee to
be able to be open at a small
capacity but in larger populated
areas, gyms, Pilates, yoga
studios are all still closed.”

In the spirit of new locations,
Performance Training Center
is nearing completion of its
new facility in Pioneer Center,
and High Altitude Fitness’s
second North Tahoe indoor
climbing-based gym is going
vertical at Northwoods and
Donner Pass Road. Certainly,
neither business plan included
contingencies for a pandemic.

From interactive mirrors to
web-connected stationary
bikes, at-home fitness is
surging as a result of regulations in large urban areas,
McKenzie points out.

Still, winter looms, the time
when this all started, and things
aren’t all that much better. We

DINE IN or TAKE OUT

Happy Hour is BACK!
Delicious food and drink specials weekdays 3-5pm

“Large box gyms are filing
for bankruptcy, boutique
studios are closing, and trainers
are moving on and out of
the industry ... the virtual
component on the other hand

is thriving with Peloton and
Apple Fitness.” When asked
what’s changed since having
been allowed to reopen, Berger
replied, “nothing.”
In a recent class, he started
instruction with a rare,
somewhat somber prologue,
juxtaposing coronavirus conditions with going back to an
abusive relationship, reminding
members that they shouldn’t
expect to be treated differently
by the virus, that being together
in class doesn’t mean the risk
has subsided.
“Think of others, think
about what you would want
someone else to do if they
might have been exposed,”
he said. “It’s still out there.”
McKenzie and Berger may
be secretly wishing for a
mild winter, despite a large
number of their members
relying on their classes for
winter sports fitness, as a dry
season could help them both
keep the doors open.

Grateful for our Community

Visit our website for our updated response to Covid-19
TahoeOralSurgery.com | 530-587-5440
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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SOUL KITCHEN

The Root of Pie √

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

OFFERING SNOW REMOVAL
Walkways 0 Stairs 0 Decks
Hot Tub 0 Bear Bins
Handcrews & Snowblowers
Commercial & Residential

gratefulgardens.biz

Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372
You dream it. We make it happen.

FEED YOUR PIE HOLE: This author’s personal favorite is pumpkin. Actually, marionberry. No, wait! Olallieberry. Any kind
of forest berry. Strawberry rhubarb. Back to pumpkin. Clearly there’s no such thing as a favorite pie filling.

530-582-8304

BY BECCA LOUX
Moonshine Ink

SALES / SERVICE / INSTALLATIONS / RADIANT FLOOR HEAT / FORCED AIR HEAT
SNOW & ICE MELT SYSTEMS / INTERNET & PHONE-UP THERMOSTATS

Don Leslie

don@leslieheating.com

Alex Leslie

alex@leslieheating.com

CA License #549948

Brunch on the Deck
Sundays 10:30 to 1:30

Historic Hilltop
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

RESERVE NOW ON
C O T T O N W O O D R E S TAU R A N T. C O M
Dinner Service 5 pm to Close
(closed Mondays and Tuesdays for the Fall)
Brunch on the Deck Sundays
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Live music at Sunday brunch from 11:30 to 2:30
Reservations and Masks Required
Takeout Still Available – Order Online
Voted Best Outdoor Dining by
Readers of Tahoe Quarterly

CottonwoodRestaurant.com

(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161
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T

ime stands still during a
good pie-making session.
My childhood memories of
being taught the ins and
outs of baking all kinds of
delicious pies by my mom,
who’d learned from hers,
are each a delicious reprieve
from the monotonous march
of the clock.
We’d switch back and forth
between delicious tasks, from
concocting sweet berry blends
for a filler that needed little
of sugar’s aid, to winding the
apple peeler to create juicy
morsels awaiting cinnamon;
from drowning in the perfect
combination of smells
that are the ingredients of
pumpkin pie to rolling out the
dough and making my own
crust designs to bake into
the strips atop some of the
fruity varieties. Hours spent
pie-making always consisted
of golden, elongated minutes.

No shame in the pre-made
game! Make sure the crust
ingredients in a cheater crust
work with the cooking time and
oven temperatures you’re using.
So go that route when you’re
short on time, but also don’t
let “experts” on the internet
tell you it’s super complicated
to make your own. You know
those blog posts that take
eons of scrolling to get to the
actual recipe?! Yes, there are
crusts that need fancy foldingin techniques, and you can
certainly do crusts wrong, but
there are easy options. This
one is the simple way I was
taught by mom, passed down
from her mom:

MIX TOGETHER:
1/3 cup cold water
1 scant cup vegetable oil
2 ¾ cups flour
a pinch of salt

The kitchen was our
laboratory and my family, the
designated pie-bringers to fall
gatherings, had pie-making
down to a science. Here’s a
few crust and filler lessons I
picked up along the way.

Once everything is fully
combined to the point at which
no ingredients are sticking to
the bowl, you’re ready to roll.
Make sure to sprinkle extra
flour underneath your dough as
you roll it out. This makes two
crusts, good for two custard
or other open-face pies or one
fruit pie with a top crust.

CRUSTS

FILLING

Of course, there are many
kinds of fun pre-made pie
crusts containing all sorts of
ingredients from the ultrahealthy to cheater crusts that
are also, well, cheater crusts.
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Your oven times and temperatures will vary based
on the filling you choose,
and that information is just
a click away these days so

it’s easy to wing it if you’re
using a fruit combination or
other filling for which you
don’t have a specific recipe.
Most fruit pies bake at a
temperature between 350
and 450 degrees. Typically,
pie recipes call for higher
temperatures for about 15
minutes then turning down
the oven to about 350. My
favorite fillers are pumpkin
(canned pumpkin pie mix is
great and easy to use, and
will often have oven times
and temperatures on the
side; starting from scratch
is a delicate flavor process
so make sure you have a
good recipe); any kind of
forest berry (marionberries,
blueberries, ollallieberries,
oh my!); and strawberry
rhubarb. Try combinations
of fruit: apples, peaches,
pears, and cherries all go
well in pies; or custard-based
options, like key lime, lemon
meringue, or chocolate or
coffee-based custards; or
if you’re feeling nutty, try
walnuts or pecans.
So enjoy the slow roll, the
fruit prep, the crust strip
cutting. Live in each second
of each moment of creating
the simple delicacy of a pie
in the fall, and you’ll have
your very own temporary
time machine. Make sure
to spend those expanded
moments with people, and
flavors, you love.
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Mountain Bounty Farm
Growing food for our community with
love and care since 1997

BE KIND
BE CALM
BE HELPFUL
R E S E R VAT I O N S H I G H LY R E C O M M E N D E D
VOTED BEST

MountainBountyFarm.com
Call to join our CSA anytime (530) 292-3776
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Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
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DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE | 530.587.4694 | 10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
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In a Torpid
State of Mind

Right under our noses, the black bear roams
another. Old bear.
One-eared bear.
Ugly bear.

BY EVE QUESNEL
Moonshine Ink

W

ith winter coming,
hopefully soon to
help put out remaining
fires, birds will migrate and
bears will hibernate. Which
brings me to the next
subject matter of Nature’s
Corner — the black bear.
I knew that if I ever
researched the black bear
my first inquiry would
have to do with its size and
diet. I mean, honestly, how
does a newborn black bear
weighing only 8 ounces,
the size of a rat, turn into a
200- to 400-pound adult by
primarily eating vegetation?
Hmmm, who might know?
The Bear Whisperer?
Of course! So I called him.
The Bear Whisperer
would be Steve Searles,
former wildlife officer
of the Mammoth Lakes
Police Department (he
resigned in summer 2020),
a man who has become so
familiar with local bears
in the area that he can
differentiate one from

NATURE’S
CORNER

His main job?
To retrain bears
that have become
habituated to man’s
ways and to steer
them away from
tempting garbage
bins, unlocked cars
with food inside,
even vacant houses,
persuading them
back into the forest.
His tactics? Yell.
Sound a loud horn.
Use pepper spray.
Set off fireworks.
Only if a bear does
too much damage
EVENING STROLL: This bruin was on its way to take a dip in the backyard pond of a
over too many years
Truckee home, a place it frequents. Photos by Juliana Demarest
will a police officer
be summoned to put
an “in-no-rush-for-the-day”
the summer and fall, any
down a persistently harmmammal,
and
it
becomes
embryos may not implant
ful bear. If a bear is minding its
obvious
why
(as
an
adult)
it
or grow well. Because
own business, however, Searles
doesn’t
need
the
high
caloric
of this unpredictability,
advises to simply leave it alone.
diet that other mammals
bears are not known for
But back to the question that
might require.
overpopulating.
has always puzzled me. How
The black bear is all about
So, black bears gorge. For
does such a small animal
consumption,
its
main
objecwinter’s sake. For reproducbecome so big?
tive to gain as much as 30%
tion. For survival.
Before a cub even begins to
of its mass in fat before
During its winter hibernation
eat solid foods in the wild it
winter dormancy. Feeding all
phase, which is more like
nurses during its first year,
summer long and even more
semi-hibernation, also known
taking in rich, fatty milk.
fervently in the fall is part
as “torpor,” a black bear’s
Compared to cow’s milk,
of a black bear’s seasonal
heart rate drops dramatically.
which contains 3 to 5% fat,
routine. Such hyperphagia
Yet, bruins aren’t completely
bear’s milk weighs in at 20 to
escalates the caloric intake
asleep; they still respond to
25%. This naturally enriched
to 20,000 or more calories a
danger — albeit, more slugmilk is then supplemented
day. In Searles’ own words:
gishly — and amazingly, sows
with vegetarian fare, such as
“A bear is basically a stomstill give birth. During this
grasses, tubers, and roots,
ach with four feet.”
period, a bear might venture
but also protein-rich insects,
For
the
female,
or
sow,
out of the den to move about
bird eggs, fish, and small
gaining
weight
is
intrinsiand stretch, but a pregnant
mammals. Still, bugs and
cally
tied
to
motherhood;
female rarely leaves her home,
grass? It seems a mystery how
pregnancy
depends
on
weight
the space readied for her new
Ursus americanus can grow
gain. After mating, if a sow
cubs. The den, created in large
so large so quickly. Take into
does not attain sufficient
rock crevices, under downed
consideration, though, this is
body fat or weight during
trees, or dug into softer soils

<<< STEALTH MISSION: Bears can often be so quiet that you might be completely unaware of their presence.
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MOUNTAIN LIFE
near roots, might be tight,
but roomy enough to house
the sow and her litter.
In mid-winter, January or
February, one to three cubs
are born, the female entering motherhood around
the age of 4, producing
additional offspring every
other year. In spring, the 3to 4-month-old cubs emerge
from their cozy den, weighing approximately 6 pounds,
as much as a bowling ball.
One might think that once
cubs appear in the wild,
they are on their own, but
why leave home when the
mother is willing to nurse,
shelter, and protect?
Young bears continue to
suckle from the mother’s
teats through their first
summer and sometimes
well into their second
year. They may even nurse
after being taught how to
forage in the wild.
When in the wild, cubs learn
how to claw at downed
logs to glean beetles, ants,
ground wasps, and insect
larvae. Or they learn to tug
at the leaves of mule’s ears,
skunk cabbage, or aspens.
They may dig up grasses,
roots, and tubers. Berries
are favored as well, from
manzanita, serviceberry,
or currant bushes. If an
opportunity presents itself,
a mother and cub might
even be spotted dragging
a fish from the edge of a
Sierra mountain lake.
To summarize, cubs are
born in January or February,
emerge from the den in
spring at 3 to 4 months of
age, and remain with their
mother through the following winter. After a secure 16
to 18 months, they are then
pushed out to find a territory of their own.
And the dad in all this? His
role is strictly to perform
his initial perfunctory duty
and leave. Deadbeat dadbear so to speak.
To my second question
about black bears.
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

If a black bear is for the
most part residing in
its den all winter, how
does it balance its caloric
requirements? And does
it ever urinate and/or
defecate in the den?
Answer: During
torpor, a black bear
continues to survive
off its stored fat and
reabsorbs its wastes.
Searles describes a very
interesting function
that occurs in hibernations: While in torpor
(beginning around
Halloween), the bear
makes a “fecal plug”
consisting of feces, hair,
dead intestinal cells,
and bedding material.
This plug, blocking the
gastrointestinal tract,
allows the sleepy bruin
to remain in its den
for up to six months,
without eating, hydrating, defecating, or
urinating.

BEARLY SLEEPING: Bears in the region
typically spend the winter months in
torpor, a state of semi-hibernation,
rather than full hibernation.

be slotted for extermination. Madonna Dunbar
at Bear Smart, one of the
Incline Village General
Improvement District’s
environmental programs,
says a bear can be (but isn’t
always) shot for simply
entering a building. Her
motto: Be proactive, not
reactive. As in, don’t tempt
bears with human garbage;
put out your garbage cans
the morning of garbage day,
not the night before. Don’t
tempt them with a greasy
barbecue. And if you so

especially the first time we
see one; they’re large and
Black bears are among
intimidating. But these
the most intelligent
hefty Sierra mammals, for
land animals in North
the most part, simply run
America. Plus, their sense
away. Only habituated
of smell is so keen that
bears will hang around
they can detect a scent
humans, knowing a good
3 miles away. Because of
meal when they smell one.
this hypersensitivity and
Sows, however, might have
intelligence, black bears
a different agenda. If a
can become habituated to
female sees an intruder
human practices. Leaving
approach her cubs, she may
garbage or compost piles
take a few steps forward,
exposed, not covering or
while snorting, huffing,
locking dumpsters, hangblowing, moaning, mooing,
ing bird feeders within
or talking with a “ruhr”
reach, or
sound,
walking
says
THE BLACK BEAR IS ALL ABOUT
away
CONSUMPTION, ITS MAIN OBJECTIVE TO GAIN Searles.
from
AS MUCH AS 30% OF ITS MASS IN FAT BEFORE This is
food in
known as
WINTER DORMANCY.
unlocked
a “bluff
cars will
charge.”
attract
Males
any hungry bruin. It is
desire, do get a bear box
may employ these noises
these temptations that
for your waste, a container
too, as well as protrude
most often lead to contact
that can be installed at the
their lower lip. But with all
with humans, mainly their
end of a driveway and that’s
this huffing and puffing and
refuse, which can tragically
fully bear proof. If you’re
carrying on, black bears are
end a bear’s life.
new to bear country, it’s
generally known to be nonimportant to educate yourconfrontational, at least in
For example, in Nevada, if
self about living in harmony
the Sierra.
a bear makes a nuisance of
with these creatures.
itself it might not have the
Lastly, Ursus americanus is
luxury of being transported
We might be frightened
incredibly stealthy. A mama
elsewhere and instead
of the big black bear,
and three cubs could be
MOONSHINEINK.COM

walking a mere 20 feet from
us and we wouldn’t know it.
A big old male could do the
same and we’d most likely
miss it. One hundred and
fifty to over 500 pounds of
muscle, bones, fat, and fur,
striding along in our midst,
and we may not even realize
it was there.
A few more things of note:
Black bears can live in the
wild for 20 years or longer
and while they are most
often black in color, they can
also be cinnamon, light or
dark brown, or even blonde.
An important ecological
contribution of the black
bear is berry eating, as the
seeds expelled in feces aid in
dispersing plants to grow in
a rich fertilizer.
To see more of Searles and
his past work with black
bears, check out Steve
Searles, Bear Whisperer
on YouTube.
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Sugar and Spice to
Readers Entice
Word After Word shares holiday gifts for bookworms
SAVVY STACKS
By Andie Keith and Tara Flanagan

O

ne of the unexpected
silver linings of the
pandemic has been a
renewed love of reading,
and while we at Word
After Word Books
would rather go without
a society-altering
worldwide health crisis,
we’re thrilled by the
opportunity to meet the
demand and share our
love of books! Thanks to
delays in publishing over
the summer, we’re seeing a
whole slew of new releases
this fall, and we’ve selected
a few of our favorites to
add to your TBR list. To-beread, that is.
If you haven’t been to our
new location in downtown
Truckee yet, come on in
and check it out! The new
store is so much bigger
and better. We have tons
more books, games,
puzzles, journals, cards,
and an entire room for
children’s books! Add
to that gift cards and complimentary gift wrapping,
all in the beautiful, historic Truckee Mercantile
Building, which itself is
worth the visit. It dates
from 1915 with rock walls,
brick floors, tin ceilings
with Victorian era fans, and
a vintage wooden phone
booth. Our friendly booksellers are available to help
you find just the right book
or gift this holiday season.
Read on for some of our
favorite new picks.
It should come as no
surprise that at the top
of our list is Clarity,
the gorgeous new
photography book by
44
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Dylan Silver, presenting a
literal deep-dive into the icy
blue waters of Lake Tahoe.
Right up there alongside it
is the latest publication by
our favorite tattooed naturalist, Obi Kaufmann, The
Forests of California. This is
his third release following
The California Field Atlas
and State of Water, and it’s
the first installment of The
California Lands Trilogy.
To round out our nonfiction
picks, we’re super excited
about Barack Obama’s memoir, A Promised Land, out in
November. The first of two
parts, it encompasses the
former president’s early days
as an aspiring politician,
as well as the transformation, turmoil, and landmark
moments of the first term of
his historic presidency. We
have a bunch of these coming in, but they’re going to
go fast! Guarantee you score
a copy by hopping online
now at wordafterwordbooks.
com and placing a preorder!
Moving on to fiction,
Akwaeke Emezi’s The Death
of Vivek Oji — about a man
essentially telling the story
of his own death — was one
of this year’s most anticipated books, and quickly
became a staff fave. To
quote one of our booksellers, Vivek Oji’s story is “raw
and heartbreaking and a
testament to how hiding or
denying who you truly are
can have consequences as
great as death.” We’re also
enjoying Anxious People by
Fredrik Backman (of A Man
Called Ove fame — he is a
master of character development!), and Yaa Gyasi’s
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follow-up to Homegoing
(unanimously loved by all
WAW staff), Transcendent
Kingdom, which is every bit
as rich and powerful as her
debut novel.
For those of you who like a
little science in your fiction,
there are two books topping our list this fall: Frank
Herbert’s political sci-fi
masterpiece Dune (especially
now that you have extra time
to read it before the movie
comes out next year!), and
the brand new space epic
To Sleep In a Sea of Stars by
Christopher Paolini. This is
Paolini’s newest novel since
The Inheritance Cycle series
of books that began with
Eragon, and we couldn’t
be more excited about this
departure into adult fiction!
Of course, your TBR piles
would not be complete
without a couple of picks
from the kids and teen section. Lucky for you, some of
our favorite books fall into
these categories, and we love
recommending them. We’ve
got new releases from two
blockbuster women authors:
Marie Lu with Skyhunter,
book number 1 in a new scifi dystopian series for teens,
and Rebecca Roanhorse
with Race to the Sun, a
new middle grade fantasy
inspired by the civilizations of the Pre-Columbian
Americas woven into a tale
of celestial prophecies,
political intrigue, and forbidden magic (psst: Rebecca
has a new release for adults
too, Black Sun, which we
would absolutely sneak onto
your list if we could.)

For the little ones, we’ve
stocked up on a whole
bunch of fun picture books
with corresponding stuffies.
Some of the stand-outs are
Escargot (a picture book
about our favorite friendly
snail), It’s Not All Rainbows
(pair it with the star of the
story, Kevin, the perfect
unicorn), and Llama Destroys
the World — if for no other
reason but to treat yourself
to the cutest llama stuffie
you’ve ever seen!
We could go on and on
recommending books for
this renewed season of
reading, but we’ll stop and
let you come in do some
browsing yourself. All of the
above titles are available in
the store at our new location
at 10052 Donner Pass Rd. in
downtown Truckee or online
at wordafterwordbooks.com.
Get your holiday shopping
done early this year and
grab a book (or three) for
everyone on your list. If you
like our recommendations,
come in and see us — we
have so many more choices
to tell you about. Finally,
thank you so much for
supporting us through this
challenging time! It’s been a
whirlwind, and we couldn’t
do it without you. Please
continue to support your
local businesses and restaurants throughout the holiday
season. We are grateful and
we are here to stay!
Information and book selections brought to you by Word
After Word Books founder
and owner Andie Keith
and general manager Tara
Flanagan.
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• It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.

NOV. 6 TO DEC. 23

NOV. 18 to 19

NOV. 18

DEC. 5

NOV. 5 TO JAN. 7

TAP CALENDAR

THROUGH DEC. 31

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: NOV. 5 TO JAN. 7: Holly Arts Crafts Fair; NOV. 6 TO DEC. 23: The Center for the Arts presents Denise Wey; DEC. 5: A day of family fun; NOV. 18 TO 19: LUNAFEST goes virtual;
NOV. 18: Restoring aquatic species in Yosemite; THROUGH DEC. 31: Art Hikes come full circle. Courtesy photos

ONGOING
Mondays
ARTS & CULTURE | Weekly Writing

Workshop
Just My Type is a casual writing
group that welcomes anyone from
nonwriters to hobbyists to published
authors. Virtual meetings are held
through Zoom and start with a
15-minute free-write session based
on a provided prompt followed by
time for sharing and discussion. At
the end of the meeting, participants
are given a homework prompt,
which gives people something to
work on throughout the week if
desired. Info: 4 to 5 p.m., mynevadacounty.com/library

Tuesdays
WELLNESS | Do You Believe In

Miracles?
A Course In Miracles, led by
Richard Mallett, is a self-study
course consisting of three volumes:
a text, a workbook for students,
and a manual for teachers. This
ongoing course is a year-long spiritual journey, with one meeting each
week, following a carefully planned
workbook. Participants can join the
group any time. (New members,
please contact the facilitator first at
richardmallett@sbcglobal.net.) The
goal of the program is to change
the perception that we are sepaREAD. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

and may include Legos, blocks, play
circuits, arts, games, books, and
more. Different kits are developed
for infants, preschoolers, elementary
students, and children with special
needs. Info: kidzonemuseum.org

rated from our source, to the truth
of our unity with our high power.
As we learn to forgive and release
judgements of ourselves and others,
we gain god’s peace and well-being,
and bring these qualities into our
homes and communities. Info: held
online via Zoom, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
forgoodnesssake.org

Nov. 5 to Jan. 7

Thursdays

the Holidays

Wey is a painter and teaching-artist
residing in Nevada County. Her
vibrant, large-format contemporary
paintings in acrylic of the Yuba River
grace many homes in the county and
beyond. Her work will be on display
in the Granucci Gallery. Info: Tuesday
through Friday, 12 to 4 p.m., Grass
Valley, thecenterforthearts.org

ARTS & CULTURE | Holly Arts for

WELLNESS | Angel Card Readings

For Goodness Sake in Truckee holds
weekly angel card readings with
Lilliana Cartegena from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Cartegena is an angel therapy
practitioner certified by Doreen
Virtue and has a Master Angel
Certification from Charles Virtue
and Peroshini Naidoo. Stop by to
have a reading or call to schedule an
appointment. Suggested donation of
$5 to $30. Info: (530) 550-8981
forgoodnesssake.org

Daily
FAMILY | Bring the KidZone Home

KidZone@Home kits are available
to donate to under served families
so they can enjoy weekly lesson
plans, activity instructions, and
learning videos handpicked by
museum staff. Donate $50, which
covers the cost of putting the boxes
together, and helps kids learn, stay
occupied without screen time, and
decrease family stress. Kits vary

North Tahoe Arts is celebrating
the holiday season with the Holly
Arts Fair. This annual event takes
place in the North Tahoe Arts
Artisan Shop and the adjacent
Corison Gallery. Nine guest artists will join the existing Artisan
Shop group, offering a wide selection of handmade art, fine crafts,
and holiday specials. Find original
art, prints, fiber arts, mosaic,
jewelry, sculpture, art glass,
wood, ceramics, photography,
note cards, eclectic wall hangings,
and more. There is something for
every interest and every pocketbook, many reflective of our rich
Tahoe environment and lifestyle.
Info: daily, 11 a.m to 4 p.m.,
Tahoe City, northtahoearts.com

Through Dec. 3
COMMUNITY | Online Auction

The Sierra State Parks Foundation is
hosting a virtual auction Oct. 15 to
Dec. 3 in support of the Lake Tahoe/
Donner Lake California state parks.
This is an important fundraiser,
offering unique gifts and experiences
only found during this event. The
end-of-the-year auction comes just in
time for holiday gift shopping and will
host exclusive private items. Up for
bidding are original artwork by Andy
Skaff, private wine and tour tastings
at Vikingsholm, and much more.
There is something uncommon and
exciting for all members of the family.
Bidding closes at midnight Dec. 3.
Info: bid online at sierrastateparks.org

Through Dec. 31
Nov. 6 to Dec. 23

ARTS & CULTURE | Art Hikes Come

ARTS & CULTURE | Yuba River Art

Full Circle

Exhibit

With COVID-19 canceling all of
the Trails and Vistas annual art

The Center for the Arts presents
Denise Wey — A Retrospective: 22
years of painting the Yuba River.
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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NEW!

OFFERING
A

100%

TAP CALENDAR

GET
OUT GO
&

Tahoe Film Fest
Dec. 3-6; times and locations vary

COVID-19
GUARANTEE!
Please call for more details!

Get Your Kids Geared Up for the Winter with Our

Kids’ Season Leases

Packages
start as low as $99*
*Come in before December 14 to receive
the early season discount of $50 OFF

PARADISE FOUND: Director Ron Howard’s documentary Rebuilding Paradise, which follows
victims of the 2018 Camp Fire as they piece their lives back together, is billed as a “sincere portrait
of humanity … a tribute of resilience in the face of uncertainty.” Photo by Holiday Newton

F
Numerous Upgrades Available — Come in Soon for the BEST Selection!
Plus! Exchange Sizes Throughout the Season as they Grow
530-583-6415
TAHOE CITY

TRUCKEE DOWNTOWN

TahoeDaves.com

TRUCKEE WEST

KINGS BEACH

SQUAW VALLEY

or the first time since the COVID-19
pandemic sent people’s social lives
into a tailspin, Moonshine is finally able
to bring you an event to which you can
actually go. The Tahoe Film Fest returns
for its sixth year, with a diverse selection
of motion pictures from both here at
home and around the world.
Moviegoers can take in shows at three
different venues this year including
Incline Village Cinema, Crystal Bay
Crown Room, and Northstar Village
Cinemas, all of which will strictly be
following state-mandated COVID-19
health and safety precautions. Seating
will be available at only 50% capacity,
so be sure to get your tickets ahead
of time.
All ticket sales from Tahoe Film Fest
benefit research, education, and public
outreach through the UC Davis Tahoe
Environmental Research Center. Some
of the environmental films on the program include Public Trust, Rebuilding
Paradise, Kiss the Ground, That’s Wild,
Purple Mountains, The New West
and the Politics of the Environment
(featuring Nevada’s own Harry Reid),
and the premiere of Patagonia Film’s
Solving for Z. Several of these features
have ties close to home.
In Purple Mountains, Truckee professional snowboarder and mountaineer
Jeremy Jones sets out on a physical
and philosophical journey to find
common ground with fellow outdoor
people across diverse political
backgrounds. Rebuilding Paradise is
a Ron Howard documentary following a group of residents as they
struggle to rebuild their lives after
the Camp Fire, one of California’s
deadliest and most destructive fires
in history that displaced over 50,000
residents, leaving an entire community in ashes. While coping with
the trauma and grieving their loved
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ones, the film’s subjects must wrestle
with the logistics and bureaucracy
of rebuilding their lives and homes.
The New West and the Politics of the
Environment features the journey of
Congressman and Sen. Harry Reid,
who brokered historic pacts to end
water wars on the Truckee and Carson
Rivers that reframed water in the West
and set in place new agreements at
Lake Tahoe, along with numerous
signal public lands and water deals, as
well as numerous other environmental
achievements. While focusing on
Reid’s passionate connection to the
environment in a state not known as
a bastion of green thinking, let alone
politics, the documentary points the
way forward for pragmatic environmental politics in the American West.
Other screened films include Critical
Thinking, John Leguizamo’s directorial debut; Blood on the Wall from
Sebastian Junger; The Cave, which
was nominated for an Academy
Award this past year; Parasite (if you
haven’t seen last year’s Academy
Award-winning Best Picture); Ema,
starring Gael Garcia, directed
by Pablo Larrian; family-friendly
Norwegian film Gunda; and Citizen
Penn, which documents actor Sean
Penn’s humanitarian efforts following
the devastating earthquake in Haiti.
Other notable films include Shirley,
Clemency, Monsters and Men, and the
award-winning Sibyl from France.
Full movie descriptions as well
as movie showtimes and ticket
information can be found online at
tahoefilmfest.com. Follow the Tahoe
Film Fest page on Facebook for the
latest information updates.
INFO: tahoefilmfest.com
~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink
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Nov. 18 to 19

hikes for 2020, artistic director
Nancy Lopez shifted focus and
went to work producing and
filming a virtual art hike movie.
She collaborated with about a
dozen artists to create the film
Full Circle, showcasing visual
and performance art at four art
hike trail locations. Your ticket
purchase helps the nonprofit
Trails and Vistas continue its
mission to create community by
celebrating the arts and nature.
Info: tickets $20, trailsandvistas.org

ARTS & CULTURE | Lunafest

Nov. 14 to 15
SPORTS & OUTDOORS | Ski

Swap is Still On
The Tahoe Cross-Country Ski
Swap is on at the lodge in Tahoe
City. Suggested donation is $10.
Online registration is required
this year as space is limited due
to COVID-19 health and safety
regulations. Please visit the
Tahoe XC website for full detail
as this year’s event will be run
differently than in years past
due to the pandemic. Proceeds
support Tahoe XC youth
programs. Food trucks will be
present with libations available
for purchase; however, guests
are encouraged to take food
orders to go. Info: 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., tahoexc.org

Nov. 18
EDUCATION | Restoring Aquatic
Species in Yosemite

The Sierra Nevada Alliance
presents its monthly webinar
highlighting the restoration of rare
and endangered aquatic species in
Yosemite National Park. Yosemite
National Park Aquatic Ecologist
Rob Grasso will lead this Aquatic
Wildlife Restoration Program
aiding endangered amphibians and
rare turtles. Grasso will describe
the steps Yosemite has taken to
establish a successful restoration
and reintroduction program for
the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged
frog and the California red-legged
frog, and discuss the park’s
bullfrog eradication efforts as well
as long-term monitoring projects
for the Yosemite toad and western
pond turtle. Info: 1 to 2 p.m.,
register online at
sierranevadaalliance.org
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Goes Virtual
The American Association
of University Women Tahoe
Nevada Branch is hosting a
virtual Lunafest film screening
fundraiser to benefit its scholarship fund. The cost is $25 and
there will be an optional Zoom
discussion on Nov. 19 at either
4:30 or 6:30 p.m. Lunafest was
created 20 years ago to provide
a platform for women to share
their untold stories with the
world. The eight short films are
written, directed, and produced
by women and can be watched
at your leisure (within a 24-hour
window) in the comfort of your
own home. Viewing time is 103
minutes; rated PG13. Info:
tahoe-nv.aauw.net/lunafest2020

SIERRA NEVADA

UNIVERSITY

TAHOE

A WORLD CLASS
EDUCATION IS
CLOSER TO HOME
THAN YOU THINK

Dec. 2
EDUCATION | Sierra Nevada
Tree Mortality

Learn about tree mortality in
the Sierra Nevada and how it
changed with management,
precipitation, and forest density
from the U.S. Forest Service.
For its December monthly
webinar, Sierra Nevada Alliance
will host the forest service’s
Amarina Wuenschel, who will
speak on the USFS tree mortality project. Info: 10 to 11 a.m.,
register online at
sierranevadaalliance.org

Hybrid Courses - On Ground and Online
A Track Record of Student Success
Committed Expert Faculty
A Tight-Knit Institution Dedicated to
Education and Safety for its
Students and Community

Dec. 5
FAMILY | A Day of Family Fun

The Center For The Arts will
present the next Family Fun
Day virtually, featuring The
Story of Ebenezer Scrooge with
the Traveling Lantern Theater
Group. This free online event
will be livestreamed at 10 a.m.
on YouTube and Facebook Live.
Attendees can also take part
in arts and crafts with painter
and multi-media teaching artist
Nancy Schaefer. Family Fun
Days are held four times a year.
Info: online registration required,
thecenterforthearts.org

VISIT OUR CAMPUS TODAY AND APPLY
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
LIMITED ENROLLMENT

virtual tour: sierranevada.university-tour.com
sierranevada.edu/visit | admissions@sierranevada.edu
999 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village, NV | 866-412-4636
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Nourish Thy Neighbor
Food Hub’s Giving Boxes help those
in nutritional need

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink
HOW FULL IS YOUR BUCKET? Kelly Brothers Painting donated paint buckets for Tahoe Food Hub to fill with fresh produce through the Feed Your
Neighbor Giving Box (which is really a bucket) program. Courtesy photo

T

he folks at Tahoe Food Hub
knew there were families facing
food insecurity in our area, but they
never realized to just what extent —
until the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
Enter the Giving Box program. Since
April 1, they have delivered more
than 3,500 boxes of fresh produce
to residents in need, an effort made
possible solely through the generosity of the community with $70,000
in donations to the Food Hub’s Feed
Your Neighbor program.
While sizable donations from local individuals and organizations including the
Tahoe Mountain Resorts Foundation,
Elder Group Tahoe Real Estate,
and the Tahoe Truckee Community
Foundation have helped the program
to grow, it truly blossomed with the
literal click of a button.
It was just about a year ago when Food
Hub added an option to donate a Giving
Box during the checkout process on
their website for their popular Harvest
to Order produce box program, through
which up to 40 boxes were sold on a
weekly basis. Harvest to Order provides
customers with the opportunity to place
an order online for a box filled with a
bounty of fresh fruits and vegetables, all
of which are harvested at nearby farms.
Available in two sizes, the smaller $20
box was enough to feed one to two
people, while the larger $30 box was
enough for up to four.
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Upon checkout, customers are presented with the option of donating a
$20 box for neighbors in need. Things
were off to a bit of a slow start with a
handful of boxes being donated here
and there, but unexpectedly exploded
this past spring when service
industry workers found themselves
unemployed as the novel coronavirus
spurred state mandates, shuttering
much of the local economy.
The program started when local
business Kelly Brothers Painting
expressed a desire to pledge $100
every month to those facing food
insecurity. “It was such a great idea
that we developed a program around
it and shared the idea with other
businesses,” Sutphin said. “But it
didn’t take off like we had hoped.”
Then COVID hit.
In March, when Gov. Gavin Newsom
required all nonessential businesses to
close due to the onset of the COVID19 pandemic, the Tahoe/Truckee
tourist economy was hit hard. A great
part of that included the restaurant
and hospitality service industries,
employees of which suddenly found
themselves out of work, not knowing
when their next paycheck would come.
“We were seeing people facing food
insecurity for the first time,” Sutphin
said. “The whole lid has been blown
off in the last six months.”
MOONSHINEINK.COM

The Food Hub first started offering
Giving Boxes to restaurant workers
who had become unemployed, donating 10 per week. With growing interest
and only a limited number available,
the boxes were distributed through a
lottery system.
As COVID started to seep into everyday
life back in early spring, the Food Hub
started to see an increase in the number
of people purchasing Harvest to Order
boxes online, growing from 40 per week
to a hundred and finally up to 200 boxes
— within a two-week span. Then the
unexpected happened: With more and
more people finding themselves out of
work due to mandated business closures,
people were looking for ways to help out
their neighbors in need. The number of
people clicking on that donation button
during checkout skyrocketed.
“We thought there was a glitch in
the system,” Sutphin recalled. In a
seven-day period, the number of boxes
donated weekly had shot from an
average of eight to 10 up to 70.
By May, with monetary contributions
and donations of Giving Boxes holding steady and restaurants starting to
reopen, fewer service industry workers
were in need of Giving Boxes. Sutphin
reached out to Kat Soltanmorad, director
of Food and Nutrition Services for the
Tahoe Truckee Unified School District.
Tahoe Food Hub has been partnering
with TTUSD since 2012, and with

approximately 600 families taking part
in the district’s free and reduced lunch
program, Sutphin knew there were
many families who could benefit from a
donation of fresh produce.
“As restaurants opened up and people
returned to work, fewer people were in
need of the Giving Box,” Soltanmorad
told Moonshine Ink in an email. “This created an increase in the number of boxes
available for donation for our TTUSD
families … to an average of 70 boxes
a week. There were even times Tahoe
Food Hub provided up to 100!”
Each week, TTUSD provides milk
crates to the Food Hub. The crates
are prepared and packed with enough
produce to feed a family of four. The
TTUSD team then picks up the boxes
on Friday mornings and provides same
day delivery to families in Truckee,
Kings Beach, and Tahoe City.
“We communicate and interact with our
families regularly to make sure no one
falls through the cracks and their needs
are met,” Soltanmorad added. “[The free
and reduced lunch] list was one resource
to identify those who might be in need.
We reached out to families by phone or
in-person to confirm if they would like to
participate. About 30% of our students
are eligible for free meals in our district;
we know there may be more eligible.”
In addition to the assistance from Tahoe
Food Hub, TTUSD has also been able
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

to help district families through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Seamless
Summer program.
“We are so proud of the fact that since
March 17, we have provided over
175,000 free meals (breakfasts and
lunches) to all children 18 and under
in our community,” said Soltanmorad,
noting that the program has now been
extended through June 30, 2021. “For
the first month of the program, our
Food Services team and I picked up and
delivered the produce boxes. Since June,
our TTUSD school bus drivers pick up
the boxes and deliver every Friday. It’s
truly a community effort!”
Sutphin said it has been “amazing to see
the Giving Box program emerge from
the pandemic as a shining light of hope!”

Following a booming summer, however,
Giving Box donations have now started
to subside. But as the pandemic
continues, so does uncertainty of the
future for many, so the Food Hub is
working to keep the program going
indefinitely. With the holiday season fast
approaching, and COVID numbers on
the rise once again, Tahoe Food Hub is
appealing to the public to lend a hand
by purchasing a Thanksgiving Box for
$50. Your donation will include all the
ingredients needed for a festive and
nutritionally well-rounded Thanksgiving
dinner for those who may otherwise go
hungry for the holidays.
Learn more about the Giving Box
program at tahoefoodhub.org.

Take Stella home, to work and to the slopes.
Breakfast is offered daily,
including fresh baked
pastries, breakfast wraps,
bowls and sandwiches
that are perfect to pack
for skiing or to enjoy at
the office.

Breakfast
Daily 7am to 11am

Dinner
Thurs. - Sun. 5pm to 9pm

We make it easy. Order online
for curbside pickup.

Indoor dining is temporarily
suspended - outdoor dining or
take out only until further notice.
SPEEDY DELIVERY: Each week, Tahoe Food Hub provides upwards of 70 — and as many as 100
— Giving Boxes filled with fresh produce to families in the Tahoe Truckee Unified School District,
which are delivered to recipients by TTUSD bus drivers. Courtesy photo

530.582.5655 | stellatruckee.com

For Goodness Sake

Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

Personal Growth - Spirituality - Health & Wellness Resources
LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE
Open Tuesday-Friday 12-3
and Saturday 12-5
Gifts & Cards for All Occasions

Go to our website
goodnesssake.org
for calendar of
events & classes
Visit us on Facebook

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA 96161
530-550-8981 | www.goodnesssake.org
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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Astrology | The tides shift this month, with

We have questions.
Do you like to puzzle? Do you enjoy this page? What do you love,
What kind of games would you like to see on this page?
For you.
what don’t you like? Do you want this page to keep coming? If so,
We Email
need your
answers.
you up for sponsoring it and having the only ad on this page?
requests toare
juliana@moonshineink.com.
From you.
Email your feedback to quiz@moonshineink.com.

CAN YOU GUESS
WHAT THIS IS?

Email quiz@moonshineink.com with
answer for a chance to win tickets to the
Tahoe City Winter Sports Park. Correct
guesses will be entered into a drawing
from which a winner will be randomly
selected. Submit your guess by Dec. 5.

rises from the depths to swim
across the night sky. Cetus
is seen as the sea monster
from Greek mythology, often
called the “whale.” True to
its name, Cetus is a massive
constellation, the fourth
largest in our sky. It is part of the “sea of the sky,”
a grouping of aquatic constellations that include
Pisces (the Fishes), Aquarius (the Water Bearer),
and Eridanus (the River). Cetus is located beneath
the Pisces constellation, where Mars can now be
found. At approximately 9 p.m., both Mars and
Cetus will be visible due south. From Mars, track
south and slightly west to find the brightest star
in the constellation, Deneb Kaitos (the “tail of the
whale”). Almost as bright is Menkar, the whale’s
“nose.” To find it, start again at Mars, and look
eastward and slightly south. Menkar is situated
near Taurus and is part of a circular formation that
forms the sea monster’s head. A sinuous neck
stretches southwest, connecting to Cetus’s body,
with Deneb Kaitos at the southwestern-most point.
Despite these traditional markings, I, personally,
see the whale in reverse with the head looking
westward and Deneb Kaitos at the chin, and the
“neck” as the tail that spreads into a tail fin, of
which Menkar is a part. Get outside for some
celestial whale watching and see for yourself!

S U D O K U
Difficulty: Easy | Edited by Margie E. Burke

HOW TO SOLVE:
Each row must contain the numbers 1 to
9; each column must contain the number
1 to 9; and each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and
astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at
facebook.com/astronotions.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN
THE OPINION SECTION.
12 NOVEMBER – 9 DECEMBER 2020

By Margie E. Burke

Mercury, Mars, and Neptune all
stationing direct. Mercury leads,
stationing on Nov. 3, with Mars
following suit on Nov. 12. Once
Neptune turns direct on Nov.
28, only Uranus will remain in
retrograde motion. It has been
a long retrograde season this year. Including both
Venus and Mars, whose retrograde cycles happen
only once every two years or so, the retrogrades of
2020 have had a more personal dimension. Indeed,
we have all had to grapple with the effects of global
shutdowns and stalled social lives. Although the
influence of these events will continue to affect our
reality, as we move through November, we are able
to process the information that has been gathered
during these months of reassessment, recalibration,
and revision into practical knowledge. As it moves
direct, each planet revisits the terrain it backtracked
across, known as its post-retrograde “shadow
period.” Do not fret if it seems you are stuck in
the same loop. Although we have traversed this
psychological landscape before, if we have properly
utilized the retrograde cycle, we will do so with a
renewed perspective — perhaps a little humbler
and a little wiser for the effort.

Astronomy | At this time of year, Cetus

LAST MONTH: We asked you to guess
the object in a macro image.
ANSWER: Glass gem corn
WINNER: Brooke Barnum-Roberts,
Truckee.
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Moonshine Ink

Moonshine Ink is expanding its puzzle page and would like
WE’RE
PUZZLED
to know:

C R O S S W O R D

S T A R S
By DAWN ANDREONI

Hey, puzzle people!

Q U I Z
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Parting Shot

In a world that currently feels unfamiliar to our usual sense of living, something else is finally being born. As
systems of macro and microcosms, collective and personal levels become unbound during these unprecedented
times. We find very fertile soils to unbind ourselves, too, and expand into a human capacity that is written in
prophecies — written in our destinies, stars, bones, and blood, and kept alive in the wisdom lineages of indigenous
cultures around our world. These wisdom-keepers are living carriers of pathways of expanded consciousness
available in the human spectrum. Perhaps bending the western understanding and practice of what it means to
be human, indigenous wisdom-keepers invite us into what can feel like a whole new world, and yet mysteriously
familiar, as they gift us a consciousness that derives identification with more than the perimeter of a human
body, but interconnected with all the cosmos and Pachamama (Mother Earth) beings. When we can explore our
infinite inherent nature of being, interrelating with the far and intimate reaches of our existence, we can begin
to commune with this harmonic intelligence that permeates all; we begin to speak the cosmic language. We can
restore and evolve a humanity that knows its extraordinary interconnection, reflecting it into the threshold we are
oh-so-currently upon, as we recreate and redream our personal and collective worlds on and with our dear Earth.
This is why I paint what I do. May their portraits invite you into a deep curiosity, a deep knowing, and a deep
courage of your own transformative emergence into all that you are, and all that this truly rising world is becoming.
~ Melle North
For information, connection, giclées, and gallery availability, please reach out via mellenorth22@gmail.com or visit mellenorth.com.
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