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Truckee Community Christmas could not have provided for so many families and 
seniors this year without the help and generosity of numerous individuals and 

businesses. We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to those listed below, and also 
to the many other community members who contributed donations or who sel� essly 

volunteered to help out with food, coat and toy drives or with our senior e� ort.

Anne Kallus
Bill and Sally Sterling

Cabona’s
Cathey Foley
Charles Perez

Christopher and Katie Old
Church of the Mountains
Cliff and Joan Hartwell

Crystal and Christopher Sacca
David  Humphreys

David  Westall
Deane and Patricia Dvoracek

East River PR
Emily Conn

Ernest  Ribera, MD
Francis and Irene Schneller

Gabriele Schwarz
Goldie Smith

Independent Order of Oddfellows 
Donner Lodge

J.  Smith
James  Dudley and Susan Fernyak

Jan and Louise Zabriskie
Jeanette and Andrew Terry

Jeannine Gallant
Jim Duffy and Kathleen Eagan

Jo Ann Polverari
John  Schaake

John and Margo Groth
Julie  Huck, Gratitudes

Julie Thorton
Julie and David Coates

Kathy Bender
Kathy Echols

Lahontan Community Foundation 
Lauren  Schaake Hudson

Leta and Scott Bell
Lois and Dennis Anderson

Lynette  Powell
Lynn  Richardson

Martis Camp Community 
Foundation

Matthew and Gabriela O’Neil
Mayra  Islas

Mi Pueblita Market
Michael Griesmer
Michael Linnett

Mountain Hardware and Sports
Mountain Home Center

Northstar Employees
Patti Brown

Peggy McAllister
Perennial Nursery, Inc

Peter Bosco
Phillipa Nigg
Plumas Bank

Richard Adcock
Richard Rohlf

Rick and Bobbie Andrs
Robert and Maureen Horvath

Robert E. Sutton Company, Inc.
Ronald Olander
Rose Westkamp

Rotary Club of Truckee

Safeway
Sara Zaia

Schuyler and Joan Richardson
Sierra Mountain Mortgage
Sitkoff/O’Neil Accountancy
Soroptimist International of 

Truckee Donner
Stephen and Rondi  Rembert

Steve Neft Construction
Susan  Detweiler

Susan Lowry
Tahoe Forest Church

Tahoe Mountain Resorts 
Foundation

Tahoe Oral Surgery
Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors 

Foundation
Tahoe Truckee Community 

Foundation
Tami Fiddymint

Thomas and Terry Ross
Thomas Conk

TrailRunner International
Truckee Optimist Club

Truckee Overhead Door
Truckee Rotary Foundation

Truckee Sunrise Rotary
Truckee Tahoe Airport
Truckee Tahoe Lumber

Vail Resorts Epic Promise/Northstar
Virginia Donica

Waters Construction
Will Mendoza

IT TRULY DOES TAKE A VILLAGE AND A 
VIRTUAL ARMY OF CARING INDIVIDUALS

Truckee Community Christmas would like to thank:

THANK YOU
TRUCKEE!

Photo by Greyson Howard
 

20% off
painting 

must be completed by 3.31.2020

  
This offer not valid with other offers 

or previously contracted jobs. 
One discount per customer. 

Offer subject to availability. Restrictions apply.

KellyBr0therspainting.com

Tahoe/Truckee 530.550.0806  |   Reno 775.832.0806  
 Bonded & Insured CA LIC #822843   NV LIC #68238   
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This is one in a series of American art exhibitions created through a multi-year, multi-institutional partnership 
formed by the Smithsonian American Art Museum as part of the Art Bridges + Terra Foundation Initiative. 

America’s Art, Nevada’s Choice at the Nevada Museum of Art is exclusively sponsored  
by the Art Bridges + Terra Foundation Initiative and the E. L. Wiegand Foundation. 

Donald W. Reynolds Center for the Visual Arts | E. L. Wiegand Gallery
160 West Liberty Street in downtown Reno | neveadaart.org

Georgia O'Keeffe, Hibiscus with Plumeria, 1939, oil on canvas, Smithsonian American Art Museum, Gift of Sam 
Rose and Julie Walters, 2004.30.6 © 2019 Georgia O’Keeffe Museum / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.

ON VIEW THROUGH APRIL 19, 2020

FIND OUT WHY OUR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES LOVE CREEKSIDE CHARTER!
COME TOUR WITH US

C R E E K S I D E S Q U AW. O R G  |  5 3 0 - 5 81-10 3 6  x 2 01

CREEKSIDE IS AN AWARD WINNING TUITION FREE TK-8TH GRADE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL LOCATED AT THE BASE OF SQUAW VALLEY

Contact Jeff Kraunz, Creekside Executive Director | jkraunz@creeksidesquaw.org 

O P E N  H O U S E
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH 

FROM 12:30-2:00

N OW  I S  T H E  T I M E
TO BOOK YOUR PRIVATE TOUR TO SEE IF A 

CREEKSIDE EDUCATION IS RIGHT FOR YOUR CHILD
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INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS BY ALEX HOEFT/MOONSHINE INK

SAGE BOYER, Truckee
Everything-guy at Tahoe Sports Hub
Instagram or editing photos … going through photos, I guess.

CAROLINE LEE, Donner Lake
Founder of The Town Post
The thing that I do on my phone is I geek out on Spotify 
and read about artists like crazy, where they’re from, their 
influences, and all that stuff. That’s where I put my time in. 
They have an about the artist on Spotify and then linked artists 
that are similar, so I’ll read the crap out of everything about 
them.

CURTIS CARSENBURGE, Reno
Front of the house at Morgan’s Lobster Shack
I look at memes [on] Instagram.

KIMBERLY HITT, Tahoe Donner
Member services specialist at  
Tahoe Donner Association
I’m taking a vacation in March, so lately I’ve been looking up 
things to do, places to see, things to wear, places to go eat, 
drink, have fun. That’s been mostly my focus. I’m going to 
Hawaii.

JORDAN AYDELOTT, Truckee
Sales at Tahoe Sports Hub
Texting my fiancée.

WHEN YOU’RE ON YOUR PHONE, WHAT DO YOU 
SPEND MOST OF YOUR TIME DOING?
Ugh, our phones. Love ‘em, hate ‘em, can’t live without ‘em (especially not in 2020). This 
month we asked folks about their healthy/unhealthy addictions, and where they put most of their 
time when swiping, scrolling, and Snapchatting. Happily, not everyone is as addicted to social 
media as I am. *upside-down smiley face emoji*

DO TELL !
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Redemption Song
The Wailers rise again. A viewer of our Tiny 
Porch with the legends asked, “My question 
is why isn’t this more popular?” We couldn’t 
agree more. Curious why? Check out youtube.
com/c/moonshineink today.

Fight the Power
Moonshine covered the fourth annual 
Women’s March for North Tahoe 
and Truckee activists, who were 
focused on promoting human rights 
and fighting climate change. See the 
online-exclusive story on our website. 

On Instagram, comments on the 
story’s post featured lots of heart and 
hand-clapping emojis.

MOONSHINEINK.COMMOONSHINEINK.COM

’BOOKS, ’TUBES, ’GRAMS, & TWEETS’BOOKS, ’TUBES, ’GRAMS, & TWEETS

GOGO  ONLINEONLINE

GIRL POWER

March 18, 2020 7 p.m. Alibi Ale Works, Truckee 

Bingo | Beer | Prizes

HELP KEEP FREE PRESS, FREE !
Prizes from
Jones Snowboards, 

Coalition Snow, 
Homewood, 

Tahoe City Golf 
Course, 

Tahoe Art Haus, 
and more!

Funds raised will benefit Moonshine Ink, Tahoe/Truckee's Independent Newspaper

“THIS AINT 

YOUR GRANDMA’S 

BINGO”

HOST RUSTY REAMS

Take a photo 
of the beer 

to RSVP!
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COULD YOU BE LOVED?

Love the Lone Wolf
Last month’s epic cover of White Wolf owner  
Troy Caldwell went big on Instagram. 
Shout-out to Wade Snider, Moonshine staff 
photographer, who’s willing to trek through 
snow for that perfect shot (and another one, 
and another one).

Bingo!   
The biggest, baddest bingo master, Rusty 
Reams, is hosting a Moonshine Ink fund-
raiser! Prizes come from Jones Snowboards, 
Coalition Skis, Homewood, Tahoe Art Haus, 
Word After Word Bookshop, Tahoe City Golf, 
Tahoe SUP — and they keep on rolling in. 
Help keep free press, free at Alibi on March 
18 at 7 p.m. RSVP on Facebook.
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L I V E  M U S I C  C A L E N DA R

CottonwoodRestaurant.com
(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted  Best Fine 
Dining Restaurant

Reservations 
Appreciated

HAPPY HOUR in the BAR 
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:  
All Night Long (not  
avail. holiday periods)

Historic Hilltop  
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

Thursday, Feb 13 
Eric Daniel 

 
Thursday, Feb 20  

Julie Courtney & Doug Nichols
 

Friday, Feb 21 
Sheldon Felich & Stephanie 

Weatherford  
 

Sunday, Feb 23 
Sadie Tucker & Emily Tessmer 

(SPECIAL EVENT) 
Dinner Show - Main Dining Room
Advance ticket purchase required 

Thursday, Feb 27 
Serina Dawn Duo 

(Mark Sexton, guitar) 

Friday, Feb 28 
Bias & Dunn

 
Thursday, March 5 

Moon Gravy 
 

Friday, March 6  
David Beck 

Sunday, March 8  
 Mighty Mike Schermer

(SPECIAL EVENT) 
Dinner Show - Main Dining Room
Advance ticket purchase required

 
Thursday, March 12 

Bias & Dunn

FEBRUARY  13-16 | THURSDAY & SUNDAY  

The Rachael McElhiney Band
(Rhythm and Blues/Soul from Reno)

FEBRUARY  15 & 27 | SATURDAY & THURSDAY

Jenni Charles and Jesse Dunn
(Founding Members of the Dead Winter Carpenters) 

MARCH  6 & 7 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Margo Cilker
(Country/Americana Singer Songwriter)

MARCH  12 & 14 | THURSDAY & SATURDAY

Michelle Moonshine
(Country from Salt Lake City)

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

MOODYS
BISTRO,ISTRO, BARAR & BEATSEATS

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

ON THE COVER:  
MID POW - SLASH 

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  I shot this 
photo underneath the iconic KT-22 
during the heat of a Pain McShlonkey 
hot dog downhill race. I caught 
“Brandon Skinner” mid pow-slash 
doing his best to control his speed 
so as to not go tumbling into the 
menagerie of friends surrounding him. 
Hard to shoot photos when you’re 

laughing uncontrollably, but I’m happy I 
was able to pull the trigger.

ABOUT THE ARTIST  |  Ben Arnst 
is a local lifestyle and action-sports 
photographer and filmmaker. When he 
doesn’t have his hands tied creating 
digital content for Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows, you’ll catch him on top of 
a mountain, shooting music videos, 
riding his mountain bike, or deep in the 
woods making memories with friends. 

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “fair trade” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “mom’s house” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Juliana “Dutch café” Demarest
(juliana@moonshineink.com)

Becca “strong, at home” Loux
(becca@moonshineink.com)

NEWS REPORTER
Alex “Coffeebar” Hoeft
(alex@moonshineink.com)

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Mayumi Elegado
Alex Hoeft
Sarah “Looney Bean” Miller

PHOTOGRAPHER
Wade “my kitchen” Snider
(wade@moonshineink.com)

OFFICE MANAGER
Molly “Moonshine HQ” Wilcox
(molly@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
Scott “Circle K” Robinson

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Dawn Andreoni, Liz Chamberlain, Pat Dillon,  
Bill Dietz, Doug Farley, Le’a Gleason, JT Holmes, 
Pete Kristian, Haley Paronish

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
Favorite place to grab coffee, that illustrious beverage, p. 26.

Journalism and the written 
word was my aspiration 
through my early years. I pored 
over Harriet the Spy novels, 
enchanted by her obsession 
with observing and tracking the 
goings on in her neighborhood. 
I laid out collages of my poetry 
and stories with images that 
caught my fancy, and by the 
time I hit high school and col-
lege, I was editing and writing 
for local publications. 

Yet, during my undergrad years 
I battled with myself over the 
idea of being a writer: Was it 
selfish? Did it conflict with my 
strong desire to do something 
tangible to make a difference in 
the world on the environmental 
and social justice issues that I 
cared about? I veered away and 
chose a career in professional 
activism, learning the tools 
of advocacy and community 
organizing. 

Working for a variety of 
nonprofits only increased 
my passion for protecting 
open spaces, fighting climate 
change, and understanding the 

intersection between human 
rights and climate justice. Yet 
I was using my (very limited) 
free time to write poetry and 
essays on social media about 
civic engagement, politics, and 
history. Clearly, my muse was 
antsy. 

Cut to the decision to attend 
grad school for journalism in 
the UK, and after a jam-packed 
year of courses, it was time to 
code, design, and write my own 
mini-publication. I wanted to 
find a way to marry my passion 
for the environment with writ-
ten and visual storytelling. 

I came up with an idea that I 
didn’t think existed: local news 
defined by natural geographic 
barriers rather than human-
made jurisdictional lines. I 
created what I described in 
my mission statement as “an 
innovative slow news site which 
publishes stories centered 
around the UK’s 15 National 
Parks.” Little did I know there 
was a local monthly publication 
based out of Truckee/Tahoe that 
is essentially doing just that.

Moonshine covers towns like 
Kings Beach and Incline Village 
as well as Truckee, but it is our 
great blue lake, the Jewel of 
the Sierra, intersecting with 
the mountain range that is the 
spine of California, that truly 
defines our coverage range. 

In the fast-paced UK media 
environment dominated by the 

partially government-sponsored 
BBC and other large media 
conglomerates, my ideas 
were radical. Back home in 
California, in the mountains 
that had always felt like my 
true home, I found an outlet for 
my passion for communication 
that is dynamic, hyperlocal, and 
based on geographical borders. 

During the first social gathering 
I attended with Moonshiners 
after landing here last summer, 
I described the serendipity of 
this opportunity as “Moonshine 
Magic.” 

This month, I was able to 
cover the complicated topic 
of safety at ski resorts, and 
how loved ones of those who 
suffer accidents have rallied 
their communities to create 
change in that realm (p. 16); 
it’s an issue that straddles the 
line between human and wild 
societies, the kind of story I’d 
always wanted to write. (See 
also In The Past on p. 24 for 
a glimpse into the history of 
how Tahoe Nordic Search and 
Rescue, too, was born out of 
the passion of those left behind 
after a ski-related tragedy.)

To write in and about the 
natural world while maintaining 
coverage of community and 
connection to human society 
didn’t end up being a pipe 
dream. My aspirations have 
made the journey, as Bilbo 
Baggins would say, “there and 
back again.”  

When the Moonshine Aligns

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Becca Loux
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OLIVE BROWN is a 13-year-old mutt 
originally from Placer County. Once the 
puppy (at left) nipping at her brother Flip’s 
heels, she is now the senior writer at Flip’s 
Friends with more than a decade on the 
beat, see p. 33. Olive enjoys walks in the 
meadow, relaxing by the fire, and randomly 
snapping at her cat.

C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink is published monthly and hits 
the streets on the second Thursday of each 
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions 
expressed are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink 
staff or advertisers. Sign up for a Membership 
at moonshineink.com/contribute. Please 
contact us for advertising information at 
sales@moonshineink.com. Subscriptions 
are available for $25/year. Sign up online at 
moonshineink.com/subscribe. Printed with 
soy inks on recycled paper.

Issue Deadline

12 March – 8 April 28 February 
9 April– 13 May 27 March 
14 May –10 June 1 May

These are the drop-dead deadlines. 
However, if you want your submission 
considered, please try to send it in as early 
as possible and contact us for submission 
guidelines at info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

LIZ CHAMBERLAIN works and lives in 
Truckee. You will most likely find her pouring 
beers at Truckee Brewing Company or 
slinging burgers at The Auld Dubliner. If 
you’re lucky, you’ll find Liz with the Little 
Ds on the skin track or sliding over to the 
Chammy after a long day of KT laps. Phones 
down, tips up! She finds herself in the Lost 
Sierra, in this month’s Quick Trips, p. 34.

JT HOLMES is a pro skier, stuntman, 
speaker and host. He was featured twice 
on 60 Minutes and has coordinated and 
performed stunts for major motion pictures 
and commercials. JT is a product of Squaw 
Valley and its youth programs. He won the 
Cushing Crossing in 2009 and the switch GS 
at the Pain McShlonkey in 2017. Read his 
article about the start of PMS on p. 35.

Living in the foothills for 37 years has brought 
MARY HAZELWOOD much joy. Being 
the pre-press supervisor for Gold Country 
Printing (the skillful outfit responsible for 
Moonshine Ink’s print editions) has allowed 
Mary to express a profound love of art in her 
career. When she’s not at work she is with 
her horses and teaching horsemanship to 
children and adults.

N E W SN E W S
12  |  GM Gone, Community Cries Foul Play

The Tahoe Donner Association board elected to let go of general manager 
Robb Etnyre after 10 years for “no cause.” Some claim that a long-

standing clash between Etnyre and two board members was the cause.

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R SS P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S
35  |  Long Live Saucer Boy

The Pain McShlonkey Classic perpetuates the fun-loving spirit of the late 
Shane McConkey and his beloved misfit alter-ego, Saucer Boy.

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N TH O M E  F R O N T
29  |  Market Watch

30 |   Who’s got Internet Issues?
Suddenlink shortages sweep the Sierra 

31 |   On Sale Now
Itsy, bitsy houses 

32 |  Space it Up!
Go-to gear for snow removal

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E
33  |  Flip’s Friends
Volunteers make the world go ’round at 
the Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe.

34  |  Quick Trips
Find yourself in the Lost Sierra.

44  |  Feel Good
Meals on Wheels delivers more than 
food to Sierra seniors.

S O U L  K I T C H E N S O U L  K I T C H E N 
38  |  Fired-Up
Capture the cozy of a wood fire in your 
evening meal.

A R T S  &  C U L T U R EA R T S  &  C U L T U R E
39  |  Chemical Balance
A North Tahoe stylist’s journey from 
celeb stylist to master perfumer

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R
40  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events and 
announcements

42  |  Get Out & Go
SnowFest! returns to celebrate Tahoe’s 
love of all things winter.

43  |  Get Out & Go
TEDxUniversityofNevada brings a day of 
enlightenment to Reno.

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S
46  |  Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars; a challenge

47  |  Parting Shot
Riverside Studios shares works from the 
10th Annual CR Johnson Memorial Lion 
Heart Art Show.

O P I N I O NO P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell
What do you do all day on your phone? 

6  |  Editor’s Note
The journey “there and back again” to 
find journalism as a meaningful career, 
in a bout of “Moonshine Magic.”

8  |  Join Us
All eyes on our Membership Drive

9 |  Readers Reflect; Shine On 
Reactions to Women’s March, the 
Cremello stallion, more; Bingo night for 
local news

10 |  My Shot; Shine On   
A pro-Dollar Creek Crossing plea to 
Tahoe City; Northstar parking blues 

11 |  My Shot
The anti-stance on Dollar Creek Crossing

N E W SN E W S
16  |  Inherent Risk 
Action follows tragedy at resorts yet 
mountain freedom still reigns

20  |  You Asked. They Answered. 
Why such cheap gas, Hirschdale? 

21  |  News Briefs 
Backcountry ski access; saving cat lives; 
Placer goes sustainable; more

24 |  In The Past
History of Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue

26 |  The Business of Coffee
Bean enthusiasts are on the rise as the 
local artisan roasterie sector takes off.

28 |  Business Briefs
Assembly Bill 5 affects contract workers; 
Guitarfish says goodbye; restaurant 
upgrades; more

35

N I P  3V I N T A G E  1 8

KING OF THE HILL: Find out who has what it takes to bring home the Golden Saucer at the PMS 
Classic, March 28 at Squaw Valley. Photo by Ben Arnst

26



8                    13 FEBRUARY – 11 MARCH 2020                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

We are appealing to you, our dear readers, to save and support Moonshine Ink with Memberships at five levels of support: 
Sustainer, Guardian, Warrior, Hero, and Angel, depending upon what you feel you can afford to keep the Ink benefiting our 
community.

PLEASE NOTE: Moonshine Ink is not an official “nonprofit organization.” (For practical reasons involving the likelihood of 
local factional efforts to dominate a nonprofit’s board so as to gain editorial control of the paper, it could not be.) Therefore, 
your Membership contributions are NOT tax deductible. 

Members have no ownership or voting interest in Moonshine Ink. And we know our Members appreciate that we cannot allow 
the fact of their Memberships to influence or control the paper’s ongoing editorial policies and decisions.

Membership Benefits:
• Subscription to print editions of Moonshine Ink
• Sweet Member car-window decals, which we very much hope you will display so as to encourage others to join us.
• Recognition of your Membership in Moonshine Ink, unless you request anonymity.
• Occasional offers, special to our Members, from local businesses.
• Standing invitation to join our monthly editorial team meeting.
• Invitations to what we hope will be the annual Moonshine Ink Stellar People Ball.
• And most important and valuable of all: You will receive the satisfaction and pleasure of knowing that you are doing your part 

to support a real newspaper in this mountain hamlet for the benefit of our entire community.

Contact Molly with any questions, (530) 587-3607 x0 or molly@moonshineink.com.

Vote for Independent Voices. Visit moonshineink.com/contribute to sign up online. K e e p  T a h o e  S m a r t

WARRIOR 
$600+ annually
Roxanne Duffield

Mike and Pam 
English

Geoffrey Griffin

Stefanie Olivieri

Pomin’s Tahoe  
Hot Tubs

Steve Teshara

Michael Witherspoon

Lois Zell
 

GUARDIAN 
$300+ annually
Walter Auerbach

Cedar Glen Lodge
Ruth Cross

Gary Davis

Kathleen Eagan and 
James Duffy

Jessie Eastman

(Anonymous Donor) 

(Anonymous Donor) 

Jeff Loux

Gretchen Corbin KC 
Seymour

Jeanette & Andrew 
Terry

Nelson and Edna Van 
Gundy

Andrew Ryan

Laura and Mike Ryan
Scott Ryan

Chris Ryman
Sierra College

Kimberly Warren

Jennifer Wayman

Jan and Louise 
Zabriskie 
 

SUSTAINER 
$120+ annually
Doug and Pat Allen
Elizabeth Archer
Eve and Roger Auch
Maxwell L. Bailey

Ellie Beals
Virginia Boucher
Barbara Boyce
Beth Bradford
Kim Bradley
Karen Bradshaw
(Anonymous Donor) 
Lucila Bratt
Melissa Brendt
Laura Brown
David Bunker
Coralie Burgess
Dale and Joan Bush
Scott Cadagan
Valeria and George 
Cano
Jen Carlile
Jamie Casey
Michele Coleman
Peter Crosby
Mary and Paul 
Cushing
Colleen Dalton
Gayle Dana
(Anonymous Donor) 
Drew Deurlington
bret dezordo
Brian & Joy Doyle
Sara Dube
Ingrid Eccles
Tom and Deb 
Echenique
Jen Ellermeyer
Vivian Euzent
David Fenimore
Christa Finn
Patrick Flora
Chris Gallagher
Rolf Godon
Ron Grove
Emily and Dean 
Headley
Judy Hemingway
Ralph Hendrix
Kathy Hess-Slocum
Ellen and Donald 
Hyatt
Sue Rae Irelan
Rene Kaldunski
Otis and Virginia 
Kantz

Jack Kashtan
Dan Kates
Charles Kellermyer
Lis Korb Larson
Jon Krauss
Arden Kremer
Laurel & Tom Lippert
Susi Lippuner
(Anonymous Donor) 
Kerry Loux
Laura Mader
Kathlee Martin
(Anonymous Donor) 
Robert and Brady 
McClintock
Lettie M. Miller
Dennis Moore
Heather Payne
Wayne Poulsen
John Radebold
Leighton Raynor
(Anonymous Donor) 
Jose Rivero
Katherine & Neil 
Rodriguez
David Rothman
M.C. Sabarese 
Sage Sauerbrey
Andrea Schaffer
Jennifer Schaller
Kurt Schmitz
Wendy Shelton
R.S. Smith
Laurel Spivock
(Anonymous Donor)
Molly Stuart
Arthur Takaki and 
Brita Tryggvi
William Thauvette
Ed and Janet Thorp
Katharina Tonett
Michael Turner
Rich Valentine
Tom Watson
Kenneth and Lynne 
Weakley
Linda Welch
Laura Whittall
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Picture a Tahoe dried up of any 
local media. All the regional 
coverage comes from tired “top 
10” lists of best ski resorts, 
frantic video spots of incoming 
weather, or sporadic national 
news coverage on issues 
decided by news desks in lands 
far away. 

Sounds lacking to us as well. 
And did you know that such 
a “news desert” has also been 
shown to impact voting habits 
in small towns?

Local news sources are drying 
up at an alarming rate. More 
than 3,000 journalists were let 
go in 2019 alone, reports the 
Columbia Journalism Review.

A November 2019 paper from 
the Brookings Institution 
stated that “the local news 
crisis has precipitated a general 
disengagement from local 
democratic life.” It goes on to 
relay that as local papers go 
away, so does local political 
coverage. In turn, so does inter-

est in local elections. Not the 
type of snowball-effect we are 
enthused about.

As the California March 3 pri-
mary comes around the bend, 
it seems the national contest 
is the only politics to which 
people are paying attention. Yes, 
whoever takes the Oval Office 
is surely an important moment, 
but local elections hold the 
same importance — sometimes 
more. A vote for a local board 

member is a vote to elect your 
community priorities on a much 
smaller and more personal scale. 
These elections are swayed by 
exponentially fewer votes, thus 
exponentially increasing the 
impact of said votes. 

As you may have guessed, 
one way to help assuage this 
issue is to contribute to North 
Tahoe and Truckee’s premier 
news outlet, where we will 
help to keep readers informed 
and make more simple the 
hornet’s nest of local politics. 
And if we don’t know all 
the answer, we can aim to 
recommend a specialized local 
political resource. 

Tahoe can be an excellent 
escape from politics, but 
sometimes it can be beneficial 
to square up the issues, figure 
out what’s what, and make 
that vote. 

~ Dave Zook, former Moonshine 
Ink editor and reporter 

No Local Media, No Voters

OPINION

Our Membership drive is starting off strong! More than 170 donors have signed up to support the paper with 
the large majority electing to come in at set Membership levels, which gives us an indication of how much 
support will be coming in monthly. We are grateful, encouraged, and invigorated to continue our work. 

Update on Our Membership Campaign
You are helping keep Moonshine Ink as a real newspaper for the benefit of our community!

MOONSHINE INK MEMBERS

HARD NEWS: Download the 
Brookings Institute report online. 
Courtesy image

Goal 
Tracker
Goal: $25,000 monthly
Current: $7,500 monthly
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READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com

In response to online 
exclusive Women’s March, 
a Platform for Local 
Activists 

I Saw the Sign 
Girlcotting is the best thing 
I’ve heard in a while!

~ Darren Campbell, Squaw 
Valley, via Instagram

In response to What’s Go-
ing on With the Truckee 
Art Haus & Cinema?

A Performing Arts Center 
We Should Support
I can’t remember the details, 
but I believe the NLTRA 
funded a region-wide arts 
study which addressed the 
issue of size of performing 
arts centers. If I remember 
correctly, the study encour-
aged multiple smaller scale, 
and intimate, performing art 
centers. I think we should 
be supporting this one, and I 
thought the building design 
is appropriate for the use and 
likely affordability is a factor. 
Please join me in asking the 
town to waive and/or dramati-
cally reduce the impact fees 
for this community-minded 
project.

~ Carla Beebe, Truckee, via 
Facebook

Doesn’t Fit  
Town Character
Oh, I thought it was on 
hold because the renderings 
look like something out of 
Stockton or Los Banos (no 
pun intended), and nothing 
like the beautiful, historical 
architectural integrity of 
downtown Truckee. 

~ Todd Braden, Truckee, via 
Facebook

In response to The Roll of 
the Cremello Stallion

Attention to the  
Plight of Wild Horses
Thank you for the wonder-
fully written Parting Shot 
featuring the wild horses of 
the Onaqui range.  

There is much debate now 
over land use in Nevada and 
the wild horses are unfortu-
nately, quite literally, losing 
their ground. It is commonly 
said that the wild horses are 
starving and suffering, but 
this is not the case 90% of the 
time. 

Their fate at the hands of 
the BLM will, however, end in 
death. Pieces such as this will 
hopefully make more people 
aware of their plight and work 
toward finding a solution to 
shared land use. Wild horses 
are part of Nevada’s and the 
nation’s natural history, and 
should be preserved.

~ Lori Tucker, Truckee, via 
letter

March 18, 2020 7 p.m. Alibi Ale Works, Truckee

Bingo | Beer | Prizes

HELP KEEP FREE PRESS FREE !
Prizes from
Jones Snowboards, 

Coalition Snow, 
Homewood, 

Tahoe City Golf 
Course, 

Tahoe Art Haus, 
and more!

Funds raised will benefit Moonshine Ink, Tahoe/Truckee's Independent Newspaper

“THIS AIN’T

YOUR GRANDMA’S 

BINGO”

HOST RUSTY REAMS

Take a photo 
of the beer

to RSVP!

OPINION

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

S O L U T I O N S  T O 
P U Z Z L E  PA G E ,  P.  4 6

We want to know what you think 
of our coverage of local news, 
mountain life, arts and culture, 
and more. Got feedback on our 
Membership campaign? Opinions 
about politics? Write it down and 
share. Discourse is the heart of 
democracy.

Send letters to editors@
moonshineink.com.

Have a thought?
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The Tahoe City Dollar Creek 
Crossing Project presents a 
significant opportunity which 
the Tahoe City community 
can’t afford to bungle. We 
absolutely need to increase 
both the quantity and quality 
of our long-term housing 
inventory and learn from 
our neighbors’ mistakes 
and successes. The county 
has already invested in the 
property. As a community, 
we must ensure this invest-
ment serves our needs. 

If we want our hometown 
to stay the best place to 
live, work, and play, then 
we need to enable growing 
families to thrive. Long-term 
rental inventory is in such 
short supply that it is having 
a negative impact in every 
corner of the community. 
Without long-term housing 

available, keeping a good 
employee becomes more 
dependent on that employ-
ee’s landlord than anything. 
Many local businesses have 
found there are few choices: 
Either close up shop, move a 
successful business elsewhere 
with employees, or invest in 
employee housing. Relying 
on an employer for housing 
is not conducive to establish-
ing a long-term presence or 
starting a family. The largest 
employers in eastern Placer 
County have been “solving” 
this problem by hiring an 
increasing percentage of 
foreign workers each year to 
fulfill their human resource 
needs. There is also a rise in 
commuter employees, many 
living out of state. Needless 
to say, other small businesses 
that depend on local patrons 
are feeling the effects, par-
ticularly in the off-seasons. 

The long-term housing 
inventory we do have is 
both poor quality and 
unaffordable, especially 
in areas further affected 
by TRPA regulations. The 
majority of housing stock 
was constructed before 
1978. Despite being dated, 
often with serious deferred 
maintenance issues, residents 
are overpaying just to secure 
housing. If we do not make 
some progress in offering 
more modern options which 
remain affordable, we will 
continue to lose full-time 
resident population. By 
reducing the number of 
long-distance commuters, we 
can alleviate some traffic and 
retain the income associated 
with residents. We have the 
opportunity to see the con-
sequences from a few nearby 
projects — Placer County 
low income housing and 
Truckee’s Coburn Crossing 
— and we need to learn from 
them. What I hear as main 
points of contention in these 
projects include that qualify-
ing for low income housing 
is difficult and may promote 
career stagnation; addition-
ally, housing restricted to 

local employees doesn’t help 
much if it’s unattainable or 
not sustainable because of 
cost. We are also able to see 
what works, like Sawmill 
Heights Apartments at 
Northstar. Not without some 
issues — such as adequate 
parking — this development 
provides many local employ-
ees a sustainable long-term 
solution. Other high-density 
apartments in the immediate 
vicinity of the proposal offer 
a glimpse of what could 
be achieved. Backing the 
proposed property on Village 
Road, dozens of success-
ful apartments which are 
actively leased to long-term 
residents already exist and 
are thriving as part of the 
Highlands, arguably one 
of the most sought-after 
neighborhoods in the area for 
full-time residency. 

Adding to the long-term 
rental inventory, especially 
inventory restricted to full-
time occupants working in 
the area, is the best solution 
available to us at this time. 
If we can be smart about 
income level restrictions 
to be sure they encourage 
success, address parking, 
and ensure affordability, we 
may be able to considerably 
increase the efficiency of so 
many lives, enable businesses 
and families to thrive, all 
while setting a new standard 
for achievable housing. 

P.S. The county finally 
approved plans for a new jus-
tice center at Burton Creek. 
Let’s make Dollar Creek 
Crossing happen sooner than 
later so we can be done with 
construction.  

~ Sean Michael Wiley was 
born in 1988 at Tahoe Forest 
Hospital. Now he keeps birds 
and loves to ski Homewood 
and Alpine. He currently 
runs a boutique vacation 
rental business in Tahoe City, 
but has likely served you a 
smoothie, coffee, or breakfast 
over the years at various local 
businesses. 

OPINION

Dollar Creek Crossing:
 Addresses Community Needs 

MY SHOT
By Sean Wiley

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“THE SECRET OF CHANGE 

IS TO FOCUS ALL OF YOUR 

ENERGY, NOT ON FIGHTING 

THE OLD, BUT ON BUILDING 

THE NEW.”  

~ SOCRATES

“THERE IS A CRACK IN 

EVERYTHING; THAT’S  

HOW THE LIGHT GETS IN.”

~ LEONARD COHEN

“SOMETIMES LIFE HITS YOU 

IN THE HEAD WITH A BRICK. 

DON’T LOSE FAITH.”

~ STEVE JOBS
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Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

Create  |  Install  |  Maintain
Commercial  |  Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.

VISIT TahoeBoho.com for TIX & INFO

475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA  |  530-584-2431
Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

SERVINGSERVING
BEER, WINE
BEER, WINE

HARD CIDER
HARD CIDER

AN
D

Birds of Prey: And the Fantabulous 
Emancipation of One Harley Quinn

FEBRUARY  13-27

Downhill
FEBRUARY  TBD

LUNAFest
MARCH  12

The Way Back
MARCH TBD

Fantastic Fungi
MARCH TBD

OPINION

The proposed Dollar Creek 
Crossing housing develop-
ment, for which the last 
proposal was to provide 
162 low-income units and 
12 for-sale units in the 
Dollar Hill area of Tahoe 
City, has been irresponsi-
bly planned and is going 
to put a great strain on the 
surrounding community. I 
have worked as the CFO 
for two major home build-
ers in California for over 
30 years and have worked 
on numerous projects 
throughout California and 
Utah. As a proud resident 
of Tahoe City for the last 
15 years, I am shocked and 
dismayed at how Placer 
County and the New York-
based developer of the 
project are trying to push 
through a proposal that is 
completely flawed and will 
put all residents at risk.

The current infrastructure 
of the town and local 
neighborhood is not 
equipped to handle the 
possible 30% increase in 
the town’s population that 
this development would 
create. Current traffic 
in Tahoe City, especially 
during peak summer and 
holiday times, is already 
problematic. The short 
7-mile drive from this area 
into downtown Tahoe City 
has taken up to 45 min-
utes at times. The added 
strain of a 30% population 
increase, and no sufficient 
upgrades to the city’s roads 
or infrastructure, is irre-

sponsible and inefficient. 
The developer assumed 
that public transportation 
would help to solve the 
traffic issues, but this is 
not New York! We do not 
have the same public trans-
portation systems and they 
do not have the amount of 
snow we receive annually. 
Not to mention that this 
area is designated as a very 
high fire zone with most 
of the area rated an 89 out 
of 100 on the fire line risk 
meter. If an evacuation was 
ever needed, the conges-
tion and time it could take 
could cost lives.

The other alarming part of 
this proposal are the lim-
ited open parking spaces 
for the project. Where 
is everybody else going 
to park? This area is the 
access road for the high 
school and middle school 
and is a high-traffic area 
for students and parents 
each day. The amount of 
on-street parking that 
would be a natural result 
of this project would turn 
this into a highly danger-
ous zone for the entire 
community.

I commend and am in full 
support of low-income 
housing projects, as are 
our neighbors, but they 

need to be proposed with 
integrity; otherwise, they 
miss the mark and hurt 
rather than help communi-
ties. The current proposal 
does not provide any 
housing for the “missing 
middle” housing bracket.

Please do not be deceived: 
Placer County and the 
developer stand to make 
millions of dollars from 
this project and are trying 
to push it through under 
the guise of helping low-
income individuals. The 
fact is, they do not know 
this community and have 
been irresponsible in the 
planning of this develop-
ment. The consequences 
will fall on us if we do not 
speak out and stand up to 
these injustices.  

I am hopeful the county 
will consider the input 
from the community and 
reevaluate the density and 
mix of housing.  

~ Kathleen Sheehy has 
lived in Tahoe City for 15 
years, where she owns three 
rescue dogs and promotes 
dog rescue. In the area, she 
loves to hike, bike, yoga, ski, 
and paddleboard. She loves 
Tahoe and its community.

Dollar Creek Crossing:  
Putting Tahoe City  

Residents in Danger 

MY SHOT
By Kathleen Sheehy
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NEWS

Tahoe Donner General Manager Ousted  
for No Cause

Community members cite unrest and a clash of personalities on the hill

MANAGING EXPECTATIONS: Robb 
Etnyre worked as Tahoe Donner’s general 
manager for over a decade, until this past 
December. “One of the really neat parts 
of working in the position as general 
manager is the great employee team I had 
the opportunity to work with,” he told 
Moonshine. Photo courtesy Robb Etnyre

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

Ousted

BOARDED: Tahoe Donner is governed by a board of directors. Elected members sit in their director positions for three 
years. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Ousted

 
 
 
 
On its face, Robb Etnyre’s 
termination as general 
manager of the Tahoe 
Donner Association seemed 
pretty straightforward; it 
was a parting of ways, and 
he’d been looking for new 
opportunities anyway. He’d 
headed one of the largest 
homeowners associations in 
the state for more than 10 
years, with excellent reviews 
and contract extensions by 
previous happy boards. 

The private association, 
according to the posted 
General Manager Transition 
FAQ, wished Etnyre “the 
best in his next endeavor.”

Yet Etnyre left nearly two 
years prior to his official 
September 2021 end date, 
and reports of unrest swirl 
on the hill. 

At the Jan. 31 TD board 
meeting, president Charles 
Wu provided insight from 
the board perspective: “The 
consensus of the board was 
that Robb’s skillset and 
performance was no longer 
what Tahoe Donner needed 
in the GM position.”

There was no felony nor 
fraudulent act, Wu assured 
the attendees, and because 
Etnyre’s contract allowed 
termination for cause under 
“very, very narrow grounds” 
like those mentioned, he 
was terminated from his 
position without cause and 
received a severance payout 
of $230,000 (one year’s 
salary) when he left on Dec. 
6, 2019.

Wu’s remarks certainly 
confirmed one thing a 
number of TD residents 

had thought: Etnyre did 
not leave; he was let go. It 
didn’t, however, address 
the crux of the matter, 
claims that a long-standing 
clash between Etnyre and 
two TD board members, 
Jeff Connors and Jennifer 
Jennings, were the reason 
Etnyre left. Numerous 
residents, including several 
former board members, 
reported to Moonshine that 
over the past two years, 
there has been growing 
alarm over a mounting 
consolidation of board 
member power.

Etnyre’s departure, these 
residents allege, was simply 
the culmination of a long-
time-coming attempt to gain 
a board majority to dismiss 
the general manager, causa-
tion be damned.

 
A well-oiled machine

Etnyre came to Tahoe 
Donner on June 15, 
2009 after retiring from 
the Marine Corps as 
the commanding officer 
and executive officer of 
the Mountain Warfare 
Training Center in 
Bridgeport.

“My experience … in the 
Marine world, mostly you 
get a lot of overseas,” 
Etnyre told Moonshine 
Ink. “But really being 
able to settle down in 
one community and be 
accepted and be a part of 
the community and trying 
to make a difference in 
everything we’re doing in 
the community — it was 
tremendously meaningful 
to me.”

Courtney Murrell, who’s 
lived in TD since 2003 and 
has worked, volunteered, 
and served as a board 
member for the associa-
tion, noted what she saw 
as Etnyre’s stand-out 
accomplishments, includ-
ing the implementation of 
snowmaking machines, the 
demolition and rebuild-
ing of the Alder Creek 
Adventure Center, and 
the purchase of Crabtree 
Canyon.

“Truckee locals used to 
refer to Tahoe Donner as 
Total Downer,” Murrell 
said. “Robb turned this 
place around, building it 

into a thriving resort com-
munity for all seasons.”

Come 2017, Murrell 
continued, the association 
was running “like a well-
oiled machine.”

“The budget was set 
and met,” she furthered. 
“Necessary capital project 
investments were made. 
Committees were work-
ing well with the board 
and staff. The community 
was growing, healthy, and 
positive. The board was 
collegial and in sync. The 
board believed in the Tahoe 
Donner vision statement. 
And the GM executed on 
that vision.”

Another former board 
member, Steve Miller, 
who also served as board 
president, echoed Murrell’s 
comments, citing such GM 
performance warranted 
Etnyre’s salary increases 
and contract extensions, as 
approved by the board.

“Generally, his evaluation 
was excellent,” said Miller, 
now working as a cross-
country ski instructor at 

TD’s Adventure Center. 
“Over six different years, 
six different boards, we all 
felt the work he was doing 
here in Tahoe Donner was 
exceeding expectations.”

Vocal minority

A number of community 
members felt otherwise.

“There was a split in the 
community and the board 
about how fast to upgrade 
facilities and really make 
sure that we kept up with 
the market in terms of 
what people were looking 
for,” said Michael Fajans, 
a 25-year TD property 
owner who served on the 
board for a short stint. 
“… and an element (even 
though all the surveys 
seem to suggest it’s a 
small element) are very 
concerned about the 
increase in dues. Which 
has not been dramatic, but 
it certainly has been going 
up.” 

(The current assessment fee 
for homeowners association 
members, which subsidizes 
TD’s amenities, is $2,065 
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(530)563-5250  |  Bill@PacificCrestWP.com

www.Pacif icCrestWP.com

C o n f i de n c e .
When it comes to financial planning 
and retirement, you need to get the 
big decisions right. 
 
Leverage our experience and expertise 
to understand all your options, and to 
feel confident in your choices. Bill Austin

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161

Formerly AUSTIN & ABRAMS FINANCIAL PLANNING. 
William Austin is a Registered Representative and an Investment Adviser Representative with/and offers securities 
and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment 

Adviser. CA Insurance #0D20353 Commonwealth Financial Network® does not provide legal or tax advice.

per year. From 2010 to now, the fee 
has risen 59%; from 2005 to 2010, 
it rose 31%.)

The “small element” utilized the 
social media platform Nextdoor 
as its megaphone, venting concern 
over the Adventure Center recon-
struction, the purchase of Crabtree 
Canyon, and Etnyre’s executive 
salary.

Jennifer Jennings honed in on the 
latter two prior to her board of 
directors position, sharing her 
frustrations at multiple board 
meetings about real estate 
decisions being made during 
executive sessions (aka behind 
closed doors) and Etnyre’s com-
pensation involving a deferred 
payout.

Jeff Connors’ appeal for a board run 
focused in part on the association’s 
fiscal spending and “managing [the 
association’s] financial and environ-
mental resources in an effective and 
efficient quality manner so that Tahoe 
Donner remains affordable” (a listed 
campaign goal).

Both Connors and Jennings held 
heated exchanges at board meetings 
with Etnyre prior to sitting on the 
board, and Etnyre did not stand down.

“If Robb had a fault,” former board 
president Miller said, “it was that he 
was mission-dedicated. He occasion-
ally might be too confrontational with 
members who felt entitled … His 
Marine philosophy was if he felt his 
board members were being threatened 
or challenged, he would step in to 
defend. He was very honorable that 
way.”

Connors and Jennings were success-
fully elected to the Tahoe Donner 
Board of Directors in July 2017, 
seemingly coming out of nowhere, 
some say. 

TD resident Dick Gander said most 
board members had previously 
served on various committees 
(general plan, finance, etc.) for 
a couple years to understand the 
association.

“But Connors and Jennings didn’t 
have the background,” said Gander, 
who himself is a former board and 
general plan committee member. 
“They came to the board meetings 
and decided things were messed 
up and they needed to get on the 

board to fix them … They got on 
the board; they didn’t do much 
fixing.”

Shifting powers

Three hours into the duo’s first regular 
board meeting on July 29, 2017, after 
a lengthy discussion on delegation of 
authority to the board president (at 
this time, Connors), Etnyre cut in.

“There’s been a very clear indication 
that you’ve communicated to my 

staff, President Connors, that you 
have a board majority,” Etnyre said. 
“Matter of fact. And it’s been com-
municated to me by several members 
of the community and staff, you have 
indicated that I will not be here very 
long; that I’ll be terminated.”

Connors disagreed with Etnyre, 
saying “your character assassination 
is not appropriate and it’s not in tune 
with what I think took place.”

Tuned or not, shots had been publicly 
fired. Gander explained that the pair 
made life “very miserable for Robb” 
regarding his ability to perform as 
general manager.

“They wanted to be involved in every 
decision and didn’t want him doing 
anything that he hadn’t passed by 
them,” Gander said. “Which, when 
you read about how to screw up a 
homeowners association, that’s the 
first thing, where the board doesn’t 
let the general manager be the general 
manager.”

A former staff member with 
Tahoe Donner, who asked to be 
anonymous due to job security, 
shared a laundry list of themes 
“thrown out on the table” by 
Jennings and Connors over 
the course of their term: “They 
definitely have some master plan 
in mind, whether [or not] it’s to 
change the face of Tahoe Donner. 
I’ve heard talks of privatizing, 
keeping the public out, shutting 

down the amenities, [and] firing 
the general manager.”

This person described over-
micromanagement by Connors and 
Jennings, explaining, “there was a lot 
of busy work created by them among 
many staff members, especially senior 
staff. A lot of people were spinning 
their wheels.”

Enough that several senior staff left 
the association because of the conten-
tion, sources said. In fact, Moonshine 
learned that there have been multiple 
complaints made against Connors 
regarding intimidation, bullying, and 
harassment.

“I know this happened twice,” stated 
a different source via email. “I made 
numerous formal complaints in writ-
ing from July 2017 [to] July 2018 and 
was interviewed by an attorney hired 
by TD in February 2018, along with 
other employees who made formal 
complaints. It appears that another 
professional has been brought in to 
investigate new complaints against 
Connors from committee volunteers. 
I believe there have [been] 7-8 differ-
ent employees or volunteers making 
complaints, with 7-13 separate com-
plaints in total since July 2017.”

Corey Leibow, who served as presi-
dent of TD’s financial committee until 
this past December, resigned from the 
position in protest due to Connors 
“bullying the finance committee as 
well as many of the staff members.

“Although he never intimidated me 
one second,” Leibow said, “I saw 
him intimidating people both on our 
committee and our staff. I felt like I 
needed to resign in protest because 
I didn’t like the environment that he 
was creating.”

All in favor

The perceived goal of getting a board 
majority to officially terminate Etnyre 
swung back and forth from 2017 
through 2019.

“For a while, Jeff Schwerdtfeger 
seemed to have similar views as 
[Connors and Jennings] did,” former 
director Fajans said. “They had a 
board majority for a while and did not 
do anything in terms of terminating 
[Etnyre]. Then when I got on and 
then a month later when Director 
[Suzy] Knisley was appointed after 
Darius’s [Brooks] death, it was very 
clear that they did not have a majority 
to do that.”

WHEN YOU READ 
ABOUT HOW 
TO SCREW UP A 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, 
THAT’S THE FIRST THING, 
WHERE THE BOARD DOESN’T 
LET THE GENERAL MANAGER 
BE THE GENERAL MANAGER.”
              ~ DICK GANDER
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Speculation is that Schwerdtfeger got 
cold feet on terminating Etnyre and 
there wasn’t an opportunity again 
until Charles Wu’s successful cam-
paign. Thus, in July 2019, Connors 
and Jennings got their majority wish. 
At the very least, Etnyre’s ties with 
Tahoe Donner were severed months 
later.

Moonshine Ink contacted TD 
board members numerous times 
for comment, and two members 
responded, deferring questioning 
to President Wu, but he did not 
respond come print deadline.

“My own sense is the board voted 
3-2,” said an anonymous source 
about the termination decision, 
which was determined by the board 
during executive session. “… I 
think Jennings, Connors, and Wu 
voted to end his contract early 
without cause … I think [Jim] Roth 
and [Don] Koenes voted to keep 
him.”

Roth is probably a safe bet, par-
ticularly after his comment at the 
Jan. 31 board meeting.

“You said there was board con-
sensus,” he said to Wu regarding 
Etnyre’s termination, “which 
implies we all agreed and that’s 
not true … You have basically said 

something I think is not correct 
and I want to correct the record.”

Plans are for a new general manager 
announcement to be made come 
May 2020. With this hiring, Leibow 
pointed out that the association will 
be double paying for an amount of 
time, considering Etnyre’s severance 
pay, as well as the expense of hiring 
an executive search firm.

“You’re talking about a board who’s 
trying to ‘penny pinch’ every place 
they can …” Leibow said. “And 
yet you’re going to pay out some 
enormous sum to a guy that you let 
go, where in most accounts from 
knowledgeable people, he’s done a 
very competent job. And you don’t 
have anybody to replace him.”

Connors’ and Jennings’ terms are 
up in June, and the two will need to 
re-run to stay on the board. 

As for Etnyre’s view of his dismissal, 
he said there were no surprises, but 
he’s not sour grapes about the affair.

“I’m not the kind of person … [to] 
call my old employers evil or anything 
like that,” he said. “It’s not my style, 
it’s not productive. I think people 
who are intuitive or understand, they 
see through all that stuff.” 

NEWS

TAHOE DONNER sits as one of California’s largest homeowner’s associations. Its 7,300 acres house about 6,500 properties and 25,000 members. Courtessy photo

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

T R U C K E E     TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O
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T R U C K E E  D O W N T O W N  M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN!

W W W . H I S T O R I C T R U C K E E . C O M

FOLLOW US ON

TDMA IS A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION

SAVE
THE

DATES!

TICKETS ON SALE APRIL 1st!
Available at Cabona’s starting at 7 AM

THURSDAYS  |  5–8:30PM
JUNE 11th – AUGUST 20th

Vendor applications will be  
available starting March 1, 2020

truckeethursdays.com
Available at historictruckee.com  
and locally at Cooking Gallery.

TICKETS ON SALE MAY 13th!

2020

Downtown Truckee Artwalk

SEPTEMBER 12th  |  1–5 PM
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Imagine: You pause while skiing your 
line, proudly watching your 10-year-

old son’s smooth turns just above you 
on an expert Squaw Valley slope and 
the unthinkable happens. 

First, a young skier zooms by your 
son, brushing so perilously close to 
your child that his jacket moves in the 
skier’s draft. Seconds later, another 
youth bombs down the hill, this time 
on a collision course destined for 
disaster.

Such was the reality for Joseph Chong 
this past New Year’s Eve at Squaw 
Valley Alpine Meadows. The San 
Francisco-based father of two was on 
Squaw Valley’s Siberia Bowl, watching 
from below when his son Nolan was hit. 
Helpless and horrified, he rushed to his 
child, who was “writhing in pain.”

While Nolan is expected to make a full 
recovery after the terrifying impact, 
he will be in a custom back brace for 
six weeks and may permanently lose 
future height growth due to two now-
crushed vertebrae. The fifth grader 
will miss two seasons of basketball, be 
unable to lift his backpack or partici-
pate in physical education at school, 
and is on a regimen of bone broth and 

calcium pills interspersed with special-
ist doctor visits and consultations. 

It is the nightmare scenario, and the 
inherent risk we all take when we sign 
that waiver at our favorite resort. 

When tragedy and accidents strike, 
loved ones are known to catalyze 
change to help make skiing and riding 
safer. Care must be taken though, 
say many, to preserve freedom on the 
mountain. 

Changemakers
“I haven’t had a decent night’s sleep 
in a month,” Chong told Moonshine 
Ink. He and his wife have had multiple 
meetings with Squaw Alpine officials, 
including COO Ron Cohen, over the 
last few weeks since the collision. 
They are working to update safety 
practices and policies with the resort, 
especially regarding the ski team, of 
which both of the fast, young skiers 
are members.

The new commitments, Chong says, will 
include: appointing a specific employee 
as safety program manager for each ski 
team to track incidents and follow up 
directly with parents; allocating on-duty 
ski patrol members to collision manage-
ment and the communication around 
it; rolling out new safety programs and 

training for their coaches and teams; 
and lastly, providing clearer categories in 
their corrective guidelines.

The resort currently classifies an 
at-fault collision incident as due to 
either “high,” “medium,” or “low” risk 
behavior. Corrective action ranges from 
the possible loss of a day pass to full 
season passes being pulled (“or longer,” 
the policy states for high-risk behavior). 
Yet as Chong pointed out, there are no 
specific parameters within this definition 
for what constitutes an incident to move 
to the next category. “Does high mean 
you’re drunk and belligerent, skiing out 
of bounds?” Chong wonders. “What is 
medium? What is low?”

Chong says these pledges from Squaw 
are “concrete,” and he and his family 
take solace that tangible change to safety 
policy at the resort will be one end result 
of their horrific experience.

At Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows, safety 
considerations are always on the brain, 
Cohen says, but an accident provides 
an opportunity to reevaluate safety 
measures as well as corrective responses 
to reckless or unsafe skiing. “Can you 
completely eliminate the chance of 
collision on an expert run? I don’t think 
so. Can we educate to inform people 
so that they’re thinking about it more? 
Absolutely,” he said.

Chong and his family are 
working internally with the 
resort, but in another key 
example of a changemaker, 
Dan Gregorie used a 
strategy of external pressure.   

On Feb. 6, 2006, 24-year-
old Jessica Gregorie, who 
was living in San Francisco 
at the time, died in a 
snowboarding accident at 
Alpine Meadows. After 
sliding down an unmarked 
and unfenced area, she 
“careened out of control 
across that boundary 
into the Granite Chief 
Wilderness area, and over 
a cliff just beyond onto 
the rocks 80 feet below,” 
explains the website of a 
foundation subsequently 
created by her father. The 
writing also points out that it 
was “a cliff over which other 
resort patrons had preceded 
and followed her in the 
months and years before and 
after her accident.”

Feeling that his daughter’s 
death was preventable, 
Gregorie began researching 
resort safety policies and 
data. He said he found that 

there is little to no statewide or resort-
specific accident, injury, or casualty data. 

(The National Ski Areas Association 
provides national catastrophic and fatal 
ski accident data annually, however. 
Forty-two U.S. deaths were reported in 
ski-related accidents over the 2018/19 
season, slightly higher than the 10-year 
industry average of 38 deaths per 
season.) 

So Gregorie took matters into his own 
hands, transforming his family’s grief into 
action, and established two nonprofits: 
the California Ski and Snowboard Safety 
Organization and the Snowsport Safety 
Foundation. The first sponsors ski safety 
transparency legislation in California 
and the second collects and publishes 
incident and safety data from resorts. 
Since 2013, they have used that data 
to compile reports on specific safety 
components. 

“I’m a proactive person and I’ve always 
believed that you learn the most from the 
worst experiences in your life,” Gregorie 
told Moonshine. “When you have suffered 
the kind of experience that we have, the 
way to deal with that and, quite frankly, 
the way to feel better about it is to 
turn that around to something that will 
prevent that from happening to some 
other young woman or family.”

NEWS

TREACHEROUS TERRAIN: While the danger of downhill sports provides some of the excitement, resorts work to balance that freedom with safety policy and 
infrastructure. Photo by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink

BY BECCA LOUX
Moonshine Ink

Crash Course Crash Course 
SafetySafetyinin

Action follows trAgedy At resorts yet mountAin freedom still reigns
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Featuring a playful menu of comfort food 
that only Michael Mina can deliver. Come 

in and warm up over Nachos, Spicy 
Korean Wagyu Tacos, Mac & Cheese or a 

Snow Fashioned cocktail.

NEWS

In 2017, Snowsport Safety Foundation 
released a comprehensive report card, 
titled Safety is Not By Accident, provid-
ing an overall grade to each resort’s 
safety practices that is focused on 
infrastructure rather than guest educa-
tion. The analysis is broken down into 
categories such as impact protection, 
trail design and maintenance, and 
protection around lift-related structures, 

isolated trees on beginner terrain, and 
other buildings. 

Most Tahoe/Truckee resorts have a grade 
somewhere in the “C” range on the 
foundation’s report card, meaning that 
they address up to 65% of the organiza-
tion’s recommended safety infrastructure 
solutions. Notable outliers (all smaller 
resorts) include Boreal Mountain Resort 

and Donner Ski Ranch, which received 
a “D+” and “D” respectively, and Soda 
Springs and Tahoe Donner, which each 
excelled for the region with a “B-.” (Few 
resorts in the state earned “Bs” and none 
received “As.”)

“The significance of those report cards 
is that they give you some sense of how 
well-managed safety is at each of these 

resorts,” Gregorie said. “If they know 
that their customers now have informa-
tion to grade them on how well they 
are managing safety, safety is going to 
become a competitive consideration for 
the ski resort, just like snowfall and rain 
and all the other things people look at 
before they go to a resort.”

Not a Theme Park
Michael Reitzel, president of the 
California Ski Industry Association, 
known also as Ski California, said 
that during the many meetings he 
facilitates with resort representatives 
(which include all resorts in Tahoe/
Truckee), there has never been an 
instance in which the sharing of ideas 
to improve safety has not been a major 
topic of discussion. 

But he says providing minor injury 
or overall incident data by resort or 
by region or state would be “a huge 
perception issue.” (Gregorie’s organi-
zations have been in contact with Ski 
California as well as individual resorts 
over the years.) Reitzel maintains 
that, just like a gym wouldn’t report 
individual injuries from everyone play-
ing basketball in it, a resort shouldn’t 
make accident data public. 

See CRASH COURSE p. 18

MERGE ZONE: Skiers and riders on Lakeview run at Sugar Bowl show how dynamic merging on the mountain can be. Resorts highlight personal 
responsibility as the first and most important key to avoiding collisions. Photo by Vincent Zacha-Herthel/Sugar Bowl Resort
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“There’s so many variables that go into 
why a particular piece of data would 
look a certain way,” he explained. His 
concern is that data would provide an 
inaccurate picture of each resort, that 
a total or list of incidents would not 
provide any indication of how “safe” 
a ski area is, because it’s up to the 
individual rider or skier.

For Reitzel, no matter where you ski 
or ride, the resort’s responsibility is to 
provide their guests with the tools to be 
responsible skiers, rather than finding 
solutions to prevent every collision. 

“We don’t want to make a situation 
that when you get to the top of the 
chair, you’re forced to do something 
very specific,” Reitzel told Moonshine 
Ink. “The freedom of the sport comes 
into play, where you go, how fast 
you’re going … it’s the guests making 
the decisions.” 

Reitzel said there is a delicate balance 
that resorts must maintain between 
providing safety infrastructure and 
preserving what he calls “the integrity of 
the sport,” that freedom you have on the 
mountain to know when you can push 
your own limits and choose how you 
want to experience the mountain.  

“We choose to educate (skiers/riders) 
on how to make good decisions, not tell 
them what to do,” he said.

Squaw Alpine’s Cohen says his team 
spends a great deal of time considering 
the resorts’ safety infrastructure, deter-
mining out-of-bounds areas and resort 
maps, and installing padding around 
hazards like lift polls or trees. They even 
go so far as to debate the orange color of 
a SLOW sign, wanting it to be visible but 
not arresting to oncoming skiers. Often 

what comes up is the “philosophical” 
debate of how heavy of a guiding hand 
the resort needs to play in a sport that 
has traditionally been about knowing 
one’s self and pushing limits.

Yet, he says, a ski area can never be fully 
“safe” in the same way an amusement 
park can take full legal liability for a 
roller coaster. As a vital counterbalance, 
he says he lives and runs his resort by the 
Germanic alpine ski culture concept of 
“du musst es selbst wissen,” translating 
loosely to “know for yourself.”

Personal Responsibility
In the dynamic weather conditions of a 
Sierra Nevada resort, there will never be 
a catch-all solution to safety concerns 
for skiers and riders. Ultimately, resorts 
want their visitors to remember that it 
is the responsibility of the individual to 
know their limits. 

Ski California’s resources for education 
include the Skier Responsibility Code, 
created by the National Ski Areas 
Association over 50 years ago and used 
by all member resorts of the organiza-
tion. In 2017, Ski California released its 
own more extensive Mountain Safety 
Guide, delving into safety issues on 
lifts and in avalanche or deep snow 
conditions, and into understanding 
resort signage and slope difficulty 
classification. 

“We are not in the business of telling 
people what they can and can’t do,” 
said Vincent Zacha-Herthel, marketing 
supervisor for Sugar Bowl resort. The 
Norden-based ski area is known for 
its ties to the beginning of lift-assisted 
skiing in California and its world-class 
chutes (not for the faint of heart), but 
like all Tahoe ski destinations is also 
frequented by families and beginners, 
which means safeness is a big factor. 

According to Zacha-Herthel, Sugar 
Bowl’s best resource for safety is its web 
page, located at sugarbowl.com/safety, 
which provides emergency phone num-
bers for ski patrol and emergency rescue, 
as well as guides for child and beginner 
safety, lift safety, and resources for 
understanding the Skier Responsibility 
Code. Sugar Bowl also has a live-
updating page dedicated solely to daily 
conditions, allowing visitors to check 
in on safety concerns as they ski. The 
resort provides ample signage, including 
their pilot program of signage providing 
warnings and safety tips specifically for 
children under 55 inches tall.  

Northstar California Resort, owned 
by Vail Resorts, released a mashup 
between artificial intelligence technol-
ogy and ski resort preventative safety 
in the 2018/19 season. “Emma” is a bot 
available via text to answer direct and 
up-to-date questions about safety or 
other concerns. She responds directly 
to questions about conditions, lift line 
wait times, lessons, wayfinding, parking, 
weather, and more. 

Even with extensive safety measures 
in place, Cohen says, skiing and riding 
are dangerous. “That’s the nature of 
inherent risk. Things happen,” he said. 
“And if you have multiple people skiing 
and they’re all obeying the code, you 
still may have an accident. You might 
be an expert skier and you might fall 
on a green run. You might be the most 
head-on-a-swivel observant skier on the 
hill and you still might get in a collision 
with the other most observant person 
on the hill.”

That inherent risk includes avalanche 
safety and awareness, as two skiers 
notably discovered the morning of Jan. 
17 at Alpine Meadows “in the area 
between Scott Chute and Promised 
Land near Scott Chair,” reads the 
official statement from the resort. Cole 
Comstock, 34, of Blairsden, was killed 
in the incident while another man 
suffered “severe lower body injuries,” 
according to the statement. Skiing with 
life-saving avalanche technology like 
a transceiver and airbags, as well as 
always skiing with a buddy and keeping 
abreast of avalanche warnings, can 
prevent this kind of tragedy.

But some say we can and must lessen 
the exposure to danger. “My agenda is 
not to hurt the ski industry,” Gregorie 
said. “I think skiing is a wonderful, 
exhilarating outdoor recreational 
sport. All I’m interested in seeing it be 
managed as safely as possible. There’s 
always going to be injuries and deaths, 
but it can be done far better than it is 
being done.” 

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

Library & Bookstore 
at For Goodness Sake 

is open 
Tuesday – Saturday

 12 p.m. – 3 p.m

Now more Classes & Events
Check out the website
www.goodnesssake.org

for details

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
530-587-8981  |  www.goodnesssake.org

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

when staffing is available

NEWS
CRASH COURSE from p. 17

CAUTIOUS KIDS: Sugar Bowl has a dedicated signage program for children under 55 inches tall. 
Photo by Vincent Zacha-Herthel/Sugar Bowl Resort
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Transit Study Increases  
Truckee TART Service! 

Transit service in Truckee is now FREE and is offered
7 days per week: YEAR-ROUND!

In 2018 the Town of Truckee supported a Transit Funding Equity Study 
resulting in an additional $450,000 of transit funding that may be allocated 
to the Town through State Transit Assistance funding (STA).   

As a result of the additional revenue, in November 2019, the Fixed Route 
and Dial-A-Ride (DAR) service hours were expanded from 9am to 5pm, to 
7am to 7pm!  Additionally, Sunday Fixed Route service was also added!  
DAR was already being provided on Sundays through grant funding.  

In December 2019, the new Truckee TART Regional Winter Night service 
that operates from 6pm-11:30pm between Truckee and the Northstar and 
Squaw Valley resorts was implemented.  The Regional TART also pro-
vides night service, and meets up at the resorts providing regional con-
nections for transit passengers—you!  

We are excited about the opportunity to provide transit to our visitors and 
residents, and will strive to continue making improvements to our transit 
services as funding allows. 

Travel Truckee Transit! #onetruckee 

To view all TART services, please visit www.TahoeTruckeeTransit.com.
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It’s something we’ve been 
thinking about doing for a 
while, offering super low 
gas prices to try to get more 
people to come. It’s like free 
advertising for the other 
aspects of our business 
and it’s really worked: Our 
deli has gotten a lot more 
busy; we have a great beer 
selection. We’ve owned 
this place for six and a half 
years and there’s still people 
coming in from Glenshire 
who said they didn’t know 
we were here. We’ve always 
been 40 or 50 cents cheaper 
than town, but that wasn’t 

enough to really get people’s 
attention, so we thought, 
what the heck, let’s just try 
it and see what happens. 
And it’s working. We’re not 
making as much on the gas, 
obviously, but all the other 
aspects of the business are 
picking up, and it’s just been 
free advertising. 

The gas stations in Truckee 
are out of control. They’re 
absolutely ridiculous, acting 
like they’re in the middle 
of nowhere and that people 
don’t have an option. … 
We are finally in a position, 
since we have bought the 
place and are recovering 
from buying the place … to 
be able to give it a try. We 
[first lowered the prices] at 
the beginning of December, 
just kind of a thank you 
because we just got voted 
the best RV park in Truckee 
… And an early Christmas 
present [for our customers]. 

It seemed like the time to 
try it because we’d been 
thinking about doing it for 
a year. We’re staying as low 
as we can. When we first 
[lowered prices further], we 

were selling a ton of gas and 
we even ran out a couple of 
times because we couldn’t 
keep up. We thought, if we 
can sell this much gas then 
we can stay at this price. But 
it has dropped a little bit and 
we’re trying as hard as we 
can to maintain the price. If 
we don’t start selling a little 
more soon, we might have 
to bump it up a little bit 
because we have a certain 
amount we have to make. 

We’re still selling a lot more 
than we ever have for this 
time of year. At first … 
people were coming in and 
literally buying gas and just 
driving away, and it was kind 
of a bummer. Like, come 
on! The idea is to get you to 
come in. But now that we’re 
becoming people’s regular 
gas station, they’re definitely 
coming in more and they’re 
buying their smokes and 
their coffee and their Red 
Bulls and their breakfast 
burritos, so it’s working now 
over time. 

It’s been fun. Everyone’s 
so appreciative. People are 
opening the door and just 

yelling, “Thanks!” People 
are emailing, telling us 
how much time they saved, 
money they saved, and how 
it was so great to have it 
over Christmas because 
they were able to do better 
things with that money. So 
it’s a feel-good thing, too. It 
makes us feel really good to 
make people happy and give 
back to the community.

I like to call us the People’s 
Gas Station. The people of 
Truckee come here and the 
tourists go elsewhere. Our 
supplier is really happy and 
we’re really happy. Now 
we sell a lot more gallons 
… we make a lot less per 
gallon, but it washes out. 
People are coming in 
and we’re making money 
in other aspects, and 
everyone’s super happy. If 
we can keep the volume 
up, we will keep the price 
down. If we can’t keep the 
volume up, then we’ll have 
to raise it back up.

~ Tammy Inis, owner, Truckee 
River RV Park gas station   

You Asked.
They Answered.

WHY IS GAS SO MUCH CHEAPER AT THE TRUCKEE 
RIVER RV PARK ON HIRSCHDALE ROAD?

530-582-8304530-582-8304

CA License #549948

Alex Leslie
alex@leslieheating.com

SALES / SERVICE / INSTALLATIONS / RADIANT FLOOR HEAT / FORCED AIR HEAT 
SNOW & ICE MELT SYSTEMS / INTERNET & PHONE-UP THERMOSTATS

Don Leslie
don@leslieheating.com

It’s a well-known headache 
that gas prices in Truckee 
are the highest in the 
region. So why has a small, 
privately owned station 
at the Truckee River RV 
Park on Hirschdale Road 
been able to offer such low 
prices? They are currently 
selling unleaded gas for 
$3.29 a gallon, but in 
December prices were as 
low as $2.99. We spoke with 
the owner to get the scoop.

Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

NEWS
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1 Wife, Daughter of NTHS Alumni Lost in 
Kobe Bryant Crash
LA COUNTY
Sarah and Payton Chester were victims in the 
helicopter crash that killed NBA star Kobe Bryant 
and his daughter Gianna. They are survived in 
part by Chris Chester, husband and father, a 
former North Tahoe High School student.

~ AH

2 Backcountry Public Access Secured
DONNER LAKE
In a unanimous vote on Jan. 19, the Donner Lake 
Woods Homeowners Association decided to lease 
a vacant lot at the base of the Donner Lake Run on 
Washoe Road to the Truckee Donner Land Trust for 
$1 per year. The lot will serve as public parking for 
backcountry skiers and snowboarders, alleviating 
the issues of parking and trespassing. Plowing will 
be covered by the Tahoe Backcountry Alliance. The 
homeowners association and nonprofits were brought 
together by Truckee Mayor Dave Polivy.

~ TDLT website

3 Charter School Goes Solar
OLYMPIC VALLEY 
Creekside Charter School installed 74 solar panels 
on its roofs with funding from Proposition 39 
California Clean Energy Jobs Act, which allocates 
general funds to allow charter and public schools 
to pursue energy efficiency and renewable 
projects. Simple Power Solar, a locally owned and 
operated company, managed the installation of the 
29.23-kilowatt project, which is expected to almost 
entirely offset the school’s annual usage. The custom 
design provides much-needed shade for many of 
the buildings, and also sheds snow away from the 
classroom walkways and entrances.

~ Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows press release
 

4 NLTRA Seeking Board Members
TAHOE CITY
The North Lake Tahoe Resort Association elects 
board members during February and has asked 
for qualified members to submit applications to 
become a board member until Feb. 3. To qualify, a 
candidate must be an owner or manager of an active, 
current business, be a member in good standing 
with the Chamber of Commerce (or the designated 
representative of that member), and be licensed in 

both the state of California and the county of Placer. 
The NLTRA general election began Feb. 11 and will 
extend through March 10 until 5 p.m. with results 
announced the following day.

~ NLTRA newsletter

5 Life-Saving Cat Program at HSTT
TRUCKEE
The Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe has been 
selected to participate in the 2020 class of Cat 
Pawsitive, a life-saving initiative that introduces 
positive-reinforcement training to cats in shelters and 
rescues. Supported by the Petco Foundation, this 
innovative program aims to increase feline adoption 
rates and maintain cat “mojo.” Highlights of the 
program include maintaining cat “adoptability” 
and feline social skills, increasing adoptions, and 
decreasing length of shelter stay.

~ HSTT press release

6 Point in Time Homeless Count
GRASS VALLEY
Nevada County’s Point in Time (PIT) homeless count 
took place on Jan. 29. The annual count is coordinated 
by the Nevada County Regional Continuum of Care, 
the Homeless Resource Council of the Sierras, and 
the county’s Health and Human Services Agency. 
This year’s PIT count focused on collecting a detailed 
“sheltered” count, whereas odd-numbered years focus 
on both sheltered and unsheltered individuals and 
families. Results will be released in the coming months.

~ Nevada County press release
 

7 Supervisors Approve Sustainability Plan
PLACER COUNTY
The Board of Supervisors approved the first-ever 
Placer County Sustainability Plan, a road map to meet 
California’s greenhouse gas emission reduction goals 
and reduce the county’s vulnerability to climate risks 
like worsening wildfire severity. The plan is designed 
to mitigate and avoid such emissions associated 
with county operations and community activities in 
the unincorporated areas of the county. It addresses 
emissions from buildings, land use, transportation, 
water consumption, and waste generation.

~ Placer County press release

8 Call for Artists Complete
INCLINE VILLAGE
Since its opening in June 2019, the Tahoe East 
Shore Trail connecting Incline Village to Sand 

Harbor State Park has quickly 
become an attraction for both 
residents and visitors interested 
in exploring Tahoe’s famed East 
Shore on foot or by bicycle. To 
augment the natural beauty of 
the immediate surroundings 
and transform a utilitarian 
tunnel into an enjoyable, 
relevant art experience, the 
Tahoe Fund and Tahoe Public 
Art, with financial support from 
Raley’s, have joined together to 
commission a mural that will be 
unique to the space. Following 
an official call for submissions, 
the deadline for consideration 
expired as of Feb. 1.

~ Tahoe Fund press release
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RAYS THROUGH THE GRAY: Creekside Charter School recently installed solar panels 
in an effort to pursue energy efficiency and renewable projects. Courtesy photo

See BRIEFS  p. 22

9 Decade of Service 
Celebrated
TAHOE CITY
The North Tahoe Fire 
Protection District Board 
of Directors recognized 
the Community 
Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) program 
for a decade of service to 
and began recruitment 
efforts for new members 
at a late-January meeting in Tahoe City.
   The program began as a response to the 2007 Angora and Washoe 
fires. An “After Action Review” of the incidents prompted the hiring of 
a public information officer and the formation of a team of volunteers 
prepared to assist with the information gap resulting from a large-scale 
event. In 2009, the Citizen Emergency Information Team was officially 
organized with 12 volunteer members on the North Shore, and over 
the years evolved to a district-wide FEMA-Certified CERT program with 
nearly 50 members.
   For information on becoming a member, visit ntfire.net/cert.

~ NTF press release

10 Update on Frishman Hollow Project
TRUCKEE
Town staff has prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed Frishman Hollow project. The document is now available for 
review in the Community Development Department, Planning Division 
(10183 Truckee Airport Rd.), and online. 
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Resort at Squaw GM Steps In
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Resort at Squaw Creek has announced that Greg 
Gooding will oversee hotel operations as the resort’s 
general manager, including its six on-site restaurants, 
golf course, and spa. Gooding comes from Litchfield, 
Arizonia, where he served as vice president and area 
managing director for The Wigwam. He has 15 years of 
senior executive hospitality experience.

~ hotelmanagement.net

Resort Association Announces New CEO
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
After conducting a nationwide search to fill the vacant 
CEO position at North Lake Tahoe Resort Association/
Chamber of Commerce, a hiring committee assembled 
by the NLTRA Board of Directors has selected a final 
candidate to take the helm. With extensive tourism 
and economic development experience in California’s 
High Sierra region, Jeffery Hentz will start in late 
January as the organization’s new CEO. The position 
was previously held by Cindy Gustafson, now District 5 
Placer County Supervisor. 
   Hentz will relocate to North Lake Tahoe from 
Mustang Island, Texas, where he served as president/
CEO of Mustang Island/Port Aransas Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau, Chamber of Commerce, and Chamber 
Foundation since 2016.

~ NLTRA press release

School District Superintendent Leaving
TRUCKEE
On Feb. 5, Superintendent Chief Learning Officer 
Robert Leri announced his retirement as head of the 
Tahoe Truckee Unified School District. Leri has served 

in the position for over eight years, and said he is proud 
of the growth and accomplishments that have come 
about. His retirement will be effective July 2020.

~ TTUSD newsletter

Doherty Hired as 
Full-time Housing 
Manager
TRUCKEE
Building on the work of 
the Planning Division, 
the Town of Truckee is 
adding Seana Doherty 
as a full-time housing 
program manager to 
study and manage a wide 
array of potential new 
housing activities such as: 
incentives for accessory 
dwelling units (also called 
granny flats), incentives 
for long-term rentals, 

assistance to new strategic affordable housing projects, 
down payment assistance, exploration of short-term 
rental options, employer-based housing solutions, deed 
restriction programs, and exploration of town-owned 
properties.

~ Town of Truckee press release

Airport CEO Retiring, Search Begins
RENO
The Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority (RTAA) Board will 
conduct a national search to hire a new president/
CEO for the 66th busiest airport in the nation in 
the wake of current President/CEO Marily Mora’s 
November announcement that she will retire June 30.
   In a special meeting, the RTAA Board unanimously 
voted to conduct a national search to replace Mora. 
She has served as president/CEO for six and a half 

years and helped lead an air service renaissance 
since she was named CEO in July 2013. During the 
economic downturn and before her hiring, RNO lost 
36% of its flights. Over the past six years, Mora has 
rebuilt the air service schedule. Major flights added 
during her tenure include JetBlue to New York, 
Volaris to Guadalajara, Mexico, and daily service to 
Atlanta. RNO now serves 4.5 million passengers per 
year.

~ RTAA press release

Changes to Tahoe Fund Board
TAHOE CITY
The Tahoe Fund recently announced that founding 
board member and former board chair Art Chapman 
will step down from his role and join the Tahoe 
Fund’s Council of Special Advisors alongside former 
Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval and former Tahoe 
Fund board member and longtime Tahoe advocate 
Steven Merrill. This change comes at the same time 
that Meg Sandman, a seasoned technology and 
operations executive with significant experience in 
fundraising, has joined its board of directors.

~ Tahoe Fund press release

Outdoor Recreation Administrator Selected
CARSON CITY
The Nevada Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources has announced the appointment 
of Colin Robertson as the inaugural administrator for 
NDCNR’s Nevada Division of Outdoor Recreation. 
As its first administrator, Robertson will help 
build the new division with a focus on enhancing 
Nevada’s unique outdoor recreation experiences 
and promoting a healthy and sustainable outdoor 
recreation economy that centers on protecting 
Nevada’s natural landscapes. Robertson assumed the 
role of administrator on Jan. 27.

~ AH, NDCNR press release

MOVING IN, MOVING UP,  
MOVING ON

HOUSING HELPER: The Town 
of Truckee has hired Seana 
Doherty to serve as a full-time 
housing program manager. 
Photo courtesy Town of 
Truckee

   Potential significant environmental impacts identified 
include air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, 
geology and soils, hydrology and water quality, 
transportation, and tribal cultural resources. However, the 
town has incorporated mitigation measures to reduce or 
eliminate the potential impacts. The public review period 
for the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration began 
on Jan. 27 and ends Feb. 25. The Planning Commission 
hearing will be Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. at Town Hall.

~ Town of Truckee press release

11 Mountain Life Gallery Exhibit
TAHOE CITY
North Tahoe Arts is collaborating with the Alpenglow 
Sports Mountain Fest to showcase local artists’ depictions 
of how they live “mountain life.” Submissions were 
accepted during January. The exhibit runs through March 
3 with a public reception taking place Feb. 21 from 5 to 7 
p.m., at which time the winners will be announced.

~ North Tahoe Arts newsletter

12 Alpine Meadows is Wildfire-Prepared
TAHOE CITY
Homeowners in the Alpine Meadows community were 
recently recognized with the National Fire Protection 
Association’s designation as a Firewise USA community. 
The Alpine Meadows Fire Safe Council coordinated with 
North Tahoe Fire and the Placer County Fire Safe Alliance 
to fulfill a rigorous set of criteria required to participate 
in the national program. Stakeholders completed a 
community wildfire hazard assessment and developed 

an action plan to guide their efforts to reduce the risk of 
wildfire in their community.

~ North Tahoe/Meeks Bay fire protection districts 
press release

13 Funding Supports MAP Advocacy Work
TRUCKEE
Mountain Area Preservation received a grant from the 
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation’s Nature Fund grant 
cycle to support the expansion of its advocacy work. MAP 
will use the funds to advocate for sound land use planning, 
open space protection, and meaningful affordable and 
achievable housing opportunities. MAP often serves as the 
environmental voice at public hearings, hosting outreach 
and education programs focused on development 
applications, writing letters, and mobilizing the community 
to participate in the public process.

~ MAP press release

14 Tahoe Fund Reaches Goal, Plans Renovation
TAHOE CITY
An outdoor learning center will be built this summer at 
Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care’s new 27-acre property in South 
Lake Tahoe thanks to the support of the Tahoe City-based 
nonprofit Tahoe Fund and a $15,000 matching grant from 
Tahoe Blue Vodka, bringing the total grant to $30,000. 
The center has a long history of rescuing, rehabilitating, 
and releasing over 16,000 of Tahoe’s injured and orphaned 
wildlife. 
   Tahoe Fund is also planning to renovate facilities at 
Spooner Lake, and is seeking $300,000 from private 
donors to name a new amphitheater onsite. These funds 

will help unlock $2 million in public funding to complete 
significant improvement projects at the park.

~ Tahoe Fund press releases

15 Adopt a Mile of Tahoe’s Shore
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
Local nonprofit Clean Up the Lake is seeking donations 
for Adopt-a-Mile, a 72-Mile scuba clean-up program 
along the shores of Lake Tahoe. Funds raised will help 
procure equipment and engineer special tools, provide 
logistical preparation, support months of staff planning and 
collection research, purchase dive gear and surface support 
vehicles, provide wages for employees and contractors, 
and other project needs. Info: charity.gofundme.com/o/en/
campaign/cleanupthelake.

~ Clean Up the Lake GoFundMe page

NEWS

BRIEFS from p. 21

CLEAN-UP TAHOE: Help support a scuba scour of the lake’s 
bottom. Courtesy photo
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which to be registered to attend. The Nevada Democratic Caucus 
will be held on Feb. 22. There will be no Republican Caucus in 
Nevada. For more information on the caucus, visit nvsos.gov/sos/
elections/2020-election/2020-presidential-caucus.

(Washoe County folks, to serve as a poll worker, go to 
washoecounty.us/voters/get-involved/poll%20workers/index.php.)

EVERYTHING LEADS UP TO THE BIG GENERAL 
ELECTION DAY: TUESDAY, NOV. 3.
If you couldn’t care less about who to vote for, picking the 
opposite of whatever candidate sign your annoying neighbor has 
stabbed into his or her lawn shouldn’t be plan B. Now’s the time, 
2020 is the year: Be an informed voter! 

YOUR 2020 
MINI-ELECTION GUIDE
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We have the latest technology to
provide  exceptional care.
CEREC for computer-aided crowns
and veneers can be done in one visit!    
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215 Carnelian Bay Avenue • Carnelian Bay, CA 96140

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.
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California is a new member of the Super Tuesday gang, 
meaning the state’s presidential primary is happening March 
3. The addition of California means 28.75% of the U.S. 
population have a chance to make their decision on who the 
next president will be in one day. 

Nevada’s primary election won’t take place until June 9, 
so there’s a little bit more time to muse over candidates. 
Remember, Nevada’s a swing state, so it wears some pretty 
important britches in the national elections scene.

Mainstream media is shining the election spotlight brightly 
on the presidential role, but there’s a lot more to the general 
election than just the president. U.S. Representatives Tom 
McClintock (R-CA) and Mark Amodei (R-NV) are due for 
reelection, as well as a number of other state assembly people 
and senators for both California and Nevada. 

On a local level, a multitude of city and town council, county 
supervisor, and district director spots are on the table. Election 
guides for each county have been or will be mailed out prior to 
the March 3 and June 9 elections.

Those residing in Nevada County can find election-specific 
information at mynevadacounty.com/1847/Elections-Voting.

Placer County residents, find a voter information guide, plus 
polling locations at  placerelections.com/polling-place-locator/.

And last, but certainly not least, Washoe County folks should 
visit washoecounty.us/voters/elections/20electioninformation/
index.php for election info.

CALIFORNIA PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION: 
TUESDAY, MARCH 3
Voter registration should be done online or postmarked by 
Feb. 18. You can conditionally register and vote provisionally at 
your county elections office after the 15-day voter registration 
deadline.

Vote-by-mail ballot requests must arrive by Feb. 20.

Personally delivered ballots must be delivered by close of polls 
on March 3; mailed ballots must be postmarked on or before 
March 3 and received by your county elections office no later 
than March 6.

(By the way, the counties are looking for poll workers. For 
Placer County, sign up to help at placerelections.com/become-
a-poll-worker/. Nevada County, head here: mynevadacounty.
com/850/Becoming-a-Poll-Worker.)

NEVADA PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION:  
TUESDAY, JUNE 9
• Early voting:  May 23 to June 5

• Deadline to request an absentee ballot:  May 26

• Register via mail-in/in-person/DMV or other outside agency: 
Must be postmarked by May 12

• Register online by June 4

Per the Washoe County Registrar of Voters office, Nevada does 
not conduct primary elections to select presidential candidates. 
Instead, major political parties hold caucuses. The political 
parties determine the dates of the caucuses and deadlines by 

eyeliner
22 Years of Experience

Permanent Make-Up with Melody

Lifetime Member

Melody Meng  •  Mane Attraction
10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee  •  (530) 587-6263

maneattraction.biz/permanent-makeup

KEY DATES
Feb. 22: 
Nevada Caucus Day 

March 3: 
California Primary

June 9:
Nevada Primary

Nov. 3: 
General Election

BY ALEX HOEFT  |  MOONSHINE INK
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On a cloudy day in March of 1976, 
Larry Sevison dropped his 12-year-old 
son Lance off at Northstar ski area, 
just as myself and many other local 
parents have done for years. 

Lance was an able skier and knew 
the mountain. He’d be skiing with his 
friend Mike Kelly, and his mom was 
working that day at Northstar, so Larry 
could feel safe dropping him off and 
taking a friend to the Reno airport.

Yet Lance did not come back down the 
mountain that afternoon at sweep.

In the ‘70s, there was no formal search 
and rescue team on the North Shore, 
no 9-1-1 system, and no agency to 
support the ski patrol if someone got 
lost. As the weather deteriorated and 
night fell, Sevison’s desperate phone 
calls cobbled together some friends and 
fellow Nordic skiers to begin a search. 

A lift operator remembered the boys 
getting on his lift earlier in the day, 
but not returning. The search began 
from the top of that lift in blizzard 
conditions.   

As Sevison punished his little Spryte 
Snowcat up the sides of Mt. Pluto, he 
got a radio call that the boys had been 
found by Ottvar Helgeson and the 
skiers. 

It wasn’t until he reached the scene 
that Sevison was told his son was dead.  

“A lot of people came out that night, 
snow-shoeing and skiing for three days 
and two nights in terrible conditions to 
help us,” he told Moonshine Ink.

For Sevison, and for the family and 
friends who rushed to his family’s aid 
when tragedy struck, this may have 
been the end of a terrible story.

Yet, to the benefit of many a lost 
or injured person in California and 
Nevada, it was just the beginning of his 
journey to work against anyone feeling 
the same loss 
he felt. 

Together with 
his friend 
Doug Read, 
Sevison decided 
that Lance 
would be the 
last skier that 
died as a result of a delay in search 
and rescue. They put together a team 
of like-minded Nordic skiers and  
formulated a communication plan. 
Enlisting the help of the Placer County 
Sheriff’s Office for dispatch, and the 
local hospital and fire districts for 
training and skilled volunteers, the 
Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue Team 
(TNSAR) was born. 

Forty-four years after the tragic 
incident that sparked its creation, 
TNSAR has come a long way and is 
a far cry from the informal group of 
friends and Nordic skiers that began 
the effort. The team has logged over 
500 rescues to date. What remains 
unchanged is the passionate drive to 
help someone in need.  

Today’s TNSAR is a volunteer force 
that responds to 9-1-1 calls through the 
Placer County Sheriff’s Office dispatch, 
with expert teams of Nordic skiers, 
snowmobilers, snowcat operators, and 
dispatch and communications. 

Often in the dark of night or pre-
dawn hours, this dedicated rescue 
squad is prepared to come to the aid 
of people lost or injured in Tahoe’s 
backcountry and ski areas, sometimes 
in life-threatening weather or mountain 
conditions.

Until recently, team members used their 
personal snowcats to effect rescues, 
just as Larry did in 1976. But in 2019, 

a Truckee Tahoe Airport grant provided 
a new, rescue-specific PistenBully 100 
snowcat. The new machine replaced 
a well-used and oft-repaired 1989 
snowcat donated by the Placer County 
Water Agency in 2005. Additionally, 
TNSAR members still use their personal 
snowmobiles to respond.

Recent years have seen the team expand 
its off-road capability during warm-
weather months as today’s population 
explores the western wilderness in ever-
increasing numbers. The work hasn’t 
been confined to mountain accidents: 
TNSAR volunteers have searched for lost 
children and missing suicidal persons; 
they have recovered remains and 
evidence after suicides; they’ve assisted 
airplane crash victims; and they have 
discovered victims whose deaths were of 
suspicious circumstances. 

According to Ray O’Brien, a retired 
North Tahoe Fire District Captain/EMT 
and a TNSAR member for 23 years, 
technological advances, especially cell 
phones with built in GPS and location 
applications, have shortened the squad’s 
response times. 

“Knowing even a general location before 
we start out is a huge advantage,” 
said O’Brien, who lends his expert 
snowmobile and snowcat operation skills 
to TNSAR. “In the old days, we’d need 
to interview people that may have known 

four decades of 
Selfless Service 

Local heroes formed Tahoe Nordic 
Search and Rescue following tragedy

In the Past

WE WANT TO FIND THE LOST OR 
HURT PERSON AND GET THEM 
BACK SAFELY AS QUICK AS WE 

CAN, AT ANY HOUR, IN ANY WEATHER.

 ~ BERNIE MELLOR

RESCUE TRAINING: TNSAR volunteers participated in training last year with a CHP H-20 helicopter. Photos by Brandnew Ray O’Brien

BY PAT DILLON
Moonshine Ink
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MountainBountyFarm.com 
Call to join our CSA anytime (530) 292-3776

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

or seen where missing persons started 
out, confirm that, then guess which way 
a lost person might normally go in a 
given situation.” 

Over the last 44 years, the team has 
developed encyclopedic knowledge of 
where skiers or lost hikers will go. Many 
outdoor enthusiasts are taught to walk 
or ski downhill, then follow streams to 
civilization. Unfortunately, in the Tahoe 
Basin this could mean hundreds of miles 
of walking in deep, wet snow on a trek 
that leads to a place such as Hell Hole 
reservoir, uninhabited during winter.

Bernie Mellor, a local builder and Team 
Nordic skier for over two decades, has 
been a volunteer with TNSAR for the 
last 25 years and recognizes that as 
much as these advances have made a 
difference, the gear isn’t everything. “The 
equipment gets better every year, but the 
team still goes out for the same reason,” 
he said. “We want to find the lost or hurt 
person and get them back safely as quick 
as we can, at any hour, in any weather.”

TNSAR has also been recognized 
for their Winter Aware program, an 

outdoor safety course taught by team 
members to local schools and groups. 
The program was inspired by the 
Hug-a-Tree education given to local 
elementary school kids after the death 
of local Scout Danny Olsen in 1978. 
In addition to precautions to stay safe 
outdoors, it teaches kids how to cope 
with emergencies and what to do in 
different scenarios if things go wrong. 

My own kids are now 31 and 29 and 
have friends that used the training 
they learned from TNSAR’s Winter 
Aware program to save a life in an 
avalanche and to help injured fellow 
hikers.

TNSAR remains an all-volunteer team 
that exists and thrives solely through 
the support of the community. The 
group’s primary fundraiser is the 
Great Ski Race, one of the largest 
Nordic ski races in the west, which 
will be held March 1 in Tahoe City. 

Their website, tnsar.com, has more 
information about the group’s history 
and rescue efforts as well as ways to 
volunteer or donate. 

THERE IN TIMES OF NEED: TNSAR and North Tahoe Fire paramedics move a snow mobile rider 
who was injured at Watson Lake from a snowcat to an ambulence. 

HEADQUARTERS: The majority of the current stock of TNSAR volunteers pose proudly at their 
home base in Tahoe City. 
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Within 
the past decade, North 
Tahoe has become home to four 
separate coffee entrepreneurs. In 
the post-Starbucks era, younger 
generations have transformed into 
the “coffee-shop generation” with 
more and more people seeking out 
unique, single-origin coffee to boost 
their morning rather than the sugary 
lattes of coffee-shop chains. 

On a journey to dominate their 
niche in a fast-growing industry, 
four local roasters opened up to 
Moonshine about their journey to 
becoming independent roasters as 
well as their goals for future growth.

DRINK COFFEE DO STUFF:  
Active Lifestyle Meets Specialty Coffee

The name DRINK COFFEE DO 
STUFF started as a tongue-in-cheek 
inside joke between friends, but 
evolved into a mantra by which to 

live. Husband and wife team Nick 
and Laura Visconti started DCDS 
in December 2017. Between the 
ages of 18 and 28, Nick was a 
professional snowboarder and 
one of his favorite pastimes 
during European competitions 

was to refuel 
with coffee at the 
bottom of the monstrous 
mountaintops. 

This love of coffee and mountains 
proved lucrative. Five years after 
apprenticing in the coffee industry, 
the couple decided to move back 
home to Truckee and start their own 
business. “You see it in consumer 
marketing across the board — fuel, 
gear, beer,” Nick told Moonshine 
Ink. They wanted to capitalize on 
the outdoor lifestyle they love and 
focus on natural ingredients: No 
sugary or processed drinks for this 
duo. As a professional snowboarder, 
Nick “was getting recruited by some 
of the energy drinks for a multi-year 
sponsorship,” but he “just couldn’t 
get behind the artificial, synthetic 
fuel.” 

DCDS’s goal is to source all of their 
coffee from high altitude (6,000 feet 
and above), often mountain-grown, 
areas. For example, Rutas del Inca 
from Peru is grown at just below 
9,000 feet in the Northern Andes. 

According 
to Nick, the 
winds and temperatures at 
higher altitudes produce grit and 
tenacity. The more strained the 
plants are, the deeper the roots have 
to be, thus extracting more vita-
mins, minerals, and nutrients going 
into the fruit.

Nick said the company’s most 
unique feature is that it functions as 
a lifestyle brand as well as a coffee 
roaster, saying of their clientele: 
“It’s your marathon runner in San 
Francisco, it’s your centennial bike 
cyclist in Sacramento, it’s your 
trail runner in Reno, it’s the skiers 
and snowboarders and kayakers in 
Tahoe.”

DCDS won four national awards in 
2019.

DARK HORSE: Riverside Indie

Upon walking into Dark Horse 
Coffee Roasters, you can’t help 
but catch a certain vibe. There’s a 
diverse collection of local art on the 
wall, houseplants scattered about (a 
collection started because employ-
ees kept bringing their pet plants to 
work), rustic exposed-stone walls, 
and a small-batch roaster in the cor-
ner. The lighting is low, yet there’s a 
disco ball hanging in the middle of 
the room, coffee-table books cover-
ing topics from the Rolling Stones 
to Airstreams are stacked around 
the shop, and vinyl records spin all 
day long. Eclectic and laid-back, 
casual yet ultra-hip, Dark Horse’s 
atmosphere belies its history. 

In 
2013, 
Drew and Cassie Taylor moved from 
San Diego to Truckee to be closer to 
family and embark on a new coffee 
roasting endeavor. Years ago, Drew 
and a friend started roasting coffee 
in a little popcorn popper in his 
house. That roaster has sat by the 
front door since Dark Horse opened 
in 2014. 

“The beauty of coffee is that it’s 
an art, it’s a craft, it’s something 
you have to put a lot of time into,” 
Drew said. “We’re passionate 
about it, so we’re always striving 
to learn and be better at what we 
do.”

The Dark Horse team strives to 
live up to this ethic by incorpo-
rating cutting-edge practices, 
equipment, and sourcing in 
order to make the best cup of 
coffee possible. They primarily 
roast arabica beans, which are 
of a higher quality than oft-used 
robusta beans.

Drew’s business strategy comes 
down to emphasizing the “fact 
that people are creating it instead 
of machines,” he said. For 
example,  the farmer who grows 
Dark Horse’s El Salvador coffee 
has visited the shop a few times 
in person. Drew likes to form 
“a direct trade connection with 
the people that actually grow the 
coffee,” he said. 

IT’S IN THE NAME: Nick Visconti, owner of Drink Coffee, Do Stuff, talked about the 
power of creating a more holistic fuel source and outdoor brand. Courtesy photo

ROASTING IN PROGRESS: Drew Taylor 
conducts daily roasts to keep the coffee fresh 
for his dedicated customers and accounts. 
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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PACIFIC CREST COFFEE: Local Chillers

On Christmas Day in 2009, Ralph Backstrom (like 
Drew) tried roasting his first batch of coffee in a 
Whirley Pop popcorn maker. His brother had already 
dipped his toes in the coffee-making scene, so Ralph 
wanted to try it out for himself. In his own words, that 
first attempt tasted terrible. But lucky for Truckee 
locals, the two joined forces and persisted, and in June 
2018, Pacific Crest Coffee opened to the public. 

The original plan was to focus on e-commerce and 
wholesaling beans, but after finding their current space 
in Truckee’s Pioneer Commerce Center, the broth-
ers started crunching some numbers, bought a fancy 
espresso machine, and tried their luck at retail. “We 
flipped our whole business model upside down,” Ralph 
said.

A word-of-mouth marketing strategy has led to a primarily local customer base ready for a good 
morning chat over coffee. “People hang out and talk with us a lot, and I enjoy that,” Ralph said. 

Upon entering the shop, one of the first things you’ll see is a big wooden fridge, made by the team 
at the Truckee Roundhouse from donated wood. “That refrigerator used to be a shed when I lived 
in Squaw, and I took it down, bought a refrigeration unit, bought a replacement refrigerator door, 
did a spray foam insulation,” Ralph explained. “It took six months extra build out, but it’s a place 
that I feel really happy coming into every day.”

All the art in Pacific Crest Coffee is done by their barista, Beau, and their mugs were made from 
friends in the area. Pointing to my mug, Ralph said, “Oh yeah, Ally made that one.”

TWISTED TREES COFFEE: Coffee with a Cause

Gale Klenk, former professional alpine ski racer and coach of 25 years, knows her mechanic 
by name and makes sure he leaves her business with a bag of beans to take home for his 
family. She cares about local, in terms of supporting both Tahoe businesses and the people 
growing her coffee beans. 

Because of this, Gale recently got involved 
with Café Femenino, a nonprofit with a 
mission to empower women in Third World 
countries by giving them financial stability. 
She explained that when women are able to 
be financially stable, 90% of their income is 
invested back into their community in some 
way, be it education, health, or nutrition for 
themselves and their families.

Gale was originally part of Sierra Pacific 
Coffee, now an umbrella company to the new, 
smaller Twisted Trees line — still supported 
by the larger brand — which is all fair 
trade, organic, sustainable, and dedicated 
to  furthering women in the workforce in 
Third World countries. “This isn’t just about 
empowering women, which is incredibly 
important, this is about really good coffee. I mean it’s wicked good, and these women are 
badasses,” Gale told Moonshine.  

Twisted Trees is a wholesale coffee roaster, meaning they don’t have a brick and mortar store 
front, but the coffee supporting their mission is sold at Z Market in Tahoe Donner, Tahoe 
Food Hub, Zuri Coffee, and 19 Nugget Markets. 

“The mission of Twisted Tree is to support women farmers at all levels who really grow great 
coffee beans, Gale said. “I want to spread their missions to others in our area, outside the 
area, who can really get behind paying that little bit more for fair trade, organic, quality, 
specialty coffees. In our area, we’re conscious people; we care about the environment, we 
care about mankind, and I just would love to see people get behind this model.” 

Locals
Lakefront Menu

3-Course $35
Sunday – Thursday

Excluding Holidays

Happy Hour
Daily

5 – 6pm

HIT US WITH YOUR 
BEST SHOT!

DO YOU HAVE A COOL PHOTO 
OR ART PIECE?

Share it! 
Send your submissions to:

editors@MoonshineInk.com

Check out  Parting Shot , inside back page

COOL BEANS: Ralph Backstrom 
tries his best to incorporate 
sustainable and local business 
practices, from mugs to wall-art. 
He even turned a repurposed shed 
into a refrigerator. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink

GIVING TREE: Gale Klenk endevors to 
empower by furthering women in the 
workforce in Third World countries.  
Courtesy photo
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All the news that fits — from original reporting or press 
releases. Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS

1 New Law Affects Contractors
CALIFORNIA
Assembly Bill 5, which went into effect in January, now 
“creates a presumption that a worker who performs services 
for a hirer is an employee for purposes of claims for wages 
and benefits.” The law requires a three-part test, an “ABC” 
test, to establish whether or not a worker is an independent 
contractor. 
   Exceptions apply if the hiring party can verify the person 
is free from control and direction of the hiring party; the 
person’s work is outside the hiring party’s normal course 
of business; and the person is normally engaged in 
independent work. Licensed insurance agents, commercial 
fisherman, graphic designers, and those providing licensed 
barber or cosmetology services are some of the listed 
exceptions.

~ AH

2 Guitarfish Festival Says Farewell
CISCO GROVE
After nine consecutive years, the Guitarfish Music Festival 
will not happen in 2020. Staff released a statement saying 
they made the difficult decision “due to a variety of factors 
[and] we feel this is the best option for the festival at this 
time. We can’t say if a return is in the cards, either as 
Guitarfish or the next manifestation of this dream, but you 
can be sure you’ll all be invited to the party if/when it does 
happen!” To all who purchased early bird tickets for 2020, 
staff will reach out directly regarding a full refund. 

~ Guitarfish newsletter

3 RNO Hits 4.45 Million Passenger Mark in 2019
RENO
For the first time since 2008, Reno-Tahoe International 
Airport (RNO) served almost 4.5 million passengers, up 
5.7% from 2018, and the fifth consecutive increase in year-
over-year passenger growth. The record growth at RNO 
can be attributed to the community’s “team” approach to 
air service. 

Passenger traffic at RNO has grown 35% since 2014 as a 
result of the introduction of larger aircraft on several West 
Coast routes, upgrading seasonal markets to daily, year-
round service, and added frequencies to existing markets.

~ Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority press release
 

4 Paint-it-Forward
TRUCKEE
Kelly Brothers Painting is currently accepting nominations for 
its 2020 Truckee recipient, and is asking for the community’s 
help in nominating a family or nonprofit in need of painting 
services. The chosen recipient will receive up to $10,000 in 
painting services. The window to nominate ends Feb. 29.

~ Kelly Brothers Painting email

5 POWDR, Mammut Partner Together
PARK CITY, UTAH
POWDR, an adventure lifestyle company with destinations 
across North America, recently announced a new long-term 
partnership with Mammut, the leading Swiss-born premium 
outdoors brand, with more than a century of experience in 
producing mountain safety equipment, technical apparel, 
and accessories for outdoor activities.
   The partnership makes Mammut the official uniform 
and apparel provider for more than 8,000 mountain 
professionals working at 10 of POWDR’s mountain 
resort locations, including Boreal Mountain Resort. The 
partnership begins with the 2020/21 season, continues 
through 2026, and also includes POWDR’s heli-skiing 
operation, Powderbird, located at Snowbird, Utah.

   ~ POWDR press release

6 Philosophy Goes Tapas
TRUCKEE
Philosophy has transitioned into a tapas-inspired menu. Chef 
David Silva, formerly of Menlo Park’s Madera, came on board 
and completely revamped the offerings. The new menu is 
created from locally sourced organic ingredients whenever 
possible and is passion-driven. Tapas-style dishes work well 
in the space and go with the social party concept. Philosophy 
is striving to be the intimate party venue; the go-to space 
for birthday celebrations, wedding rehearsal dinners, and 
music nights. The new offerings include tapas such as Spanish 
octopus, hamachi ceviche, salumi boards, and oysters, along 
with unique salad offerings and larger entrees such as pasta 
bolognese and braised short ribs. The menu can be viewed 
online at truckeephilosophy.com. 

~  Philosophy staff

7 New Brewery Comes to Town

TRUCKEE
The Good Wolf Brewing Company officially opened its 
doors on Feb. 1, after a successful soft launch late last year. 
The Good Wolf will offer a selection of hop-forward and 
forest-inspired craft beers, all brewed locally.
   The 50-seat tasting room, lined with moss and a verdant 
jungle of plants, isn’t your typical industrial brewery tasting 
room. Owners Matt and Heidi Petyo, who designed the 
space themselves, aimed to exude a lush, rustic vibe with a 
warm feel, while using colors and textures inspired by the 
area’s natural setting. The tasting room also comes stocked 
with classic board games for those seeking some old-school 
entertainment. 
   Lead brewer Matt has spent time working for renowned 
breweries like Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, Seattle’s 
Elysian Brewing Company, Oskar Blues Brewery, and 
Wildcard Brewing Company. A hops aficionado who 
regularly forages for fresh ingredients, he enjoys “exploring 
and experimenting with unique hop varietals and creative 
beers that push the boundaries of the brewing tradition.”
   The taproom is located at 10990 Industrial Way, Suite 
B103. For more information, visit thegoodwolfbrewing.com.

~ The Good Wolf staff

8 Old Greenwood Starts Next Phase
TRUCKEE
The Signature Home Collection at Old Greenwood is 
entering its second phase of construction. All eight 
of the homes unveiled during the first phase of the 
collection have been purchased and each of the 
new families moved into their homes in time for the 
holidays. This new mountain contemporary addition to 
Old Greenwood is a PARADIGM8 (P|8) development 
represented by Carr Long Real Estate. Already, three of 
the eight homes in phase two are pre-sold with five still 
available for purchase pre-construction.

~ PARADIGM 8 press release

9 Plumas Bancorp Reports Record Earnings
QUINCY
Plumas Bancorp, the parent company of Plumas Bank, 
recently announced record earnings for the 12 months 
ending Dec. 31, 2019. For the year, Plumas Bancorp 
reported a net income of $15.5 million, an increase of $1.5 
million, or 11%, from $14.0 million in 2018. Earnings per 
diluted share increased to $2.97 for 2019, up $0.29 from 
$2.68 for 2018. Earnings for the fourth quarter of 2019 
totaled $3.9 million, an increase of $0.3 million, or 9%, from 
$3.6 million for the three months ending Dec. 31, 2018. 
Earnings per diluted share increased to $0.74 for the three 
months ending Dec. 31, 2019, up $0.06 from $0.68 for the 
fourth quarter of 2018.

~ globenewswire.com

10 Matt Reardon Opens Music Venue
RENO
Former Squaw Valley Institute head Matt Reardon recently 
opened Peavine Taphouse Eats and Beats, a new food and 
music venue in Reno. The location holds over 300 people 
and the space is designed by musicians, for musicians. Food 
includes pizza, tapas, and salad, plus 20 beers on tap, a full 
cocktail bar, and a vast selection of wine. A full menu can be 
found online at peavinetaphouse.com. The venue is located 
at 7665 Town Square in Reno.

~ Matt Reardon Facebook post, Peavine Taphouse 
website

11 New Chefs, Upgrades at Cottonwood
TRUCKEE
Recent additions to Cottonwood Restaurant & Bar are 
chefs Ben Deinken and Joe Bell. Deinken served as 
chef de cuisine at the American Hotel, which hosted 
all of the broadcast networks during the Salt Lake City 
Olympics. He won first place at the P.C.A. cake and 
chocolate competition in 2006 and was the executive 
chef at Chocolate Bar in Reno. At the West Shore Café, 
Deinken provided seasonal California cuisine and at 
Rapscallion he produced fresh seafood specials and 
top-quality Angus beef culinary creations. Bell was the 
executive chef at Wild River Grille for five years after 
working with celebrity chef Mark Estee at Chez Louie, a 
French-inspired eatery located in the Nevada Museum 
of Art. Bell was also the opening chef of Feast in Reno.
   A new commercial kitchen is currently under 
construction on the east side of the Cottonwood 
dining room.

~ cottonwoodrestaurant.com
GOOD PHILOSPHY: With the new year came a new tapas-inspired 
menu at Philosophy. Courtesy photo

GOOD WOLF: Truckee’s newest brewery, The Good Wolf 
Brewing Company, opened Feb. 1 with a 50-seat tasting room 
and forest-inspired craft beers. Courtesy photo

7
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single family homes for sale as of Feb. 1

Including 17 Tahoe Lakefronts

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single family homes for sale as of Feb. 1

Including 0 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*         North & West Shores**         Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single family homes sold 
January 2020

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $800K

MEDIAN PRICE Single family homes sold 
January 2020

HOME FRONT
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T     he new year begins strong. In January, three single-family lakefront homes sold 
between Incline Village and Rubicon Bay, each of which sold for over $7 million. 

Sales volume is in line with the data we have seen for the last four years in January, while 
the median price is trending higher overall based on the same time period.

~ Bill Dietz, principal broker of Tahoe Luxury Properties

*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows∼ 

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.
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If you live in the Truckee/North 
Tahoe area, one word has lately been 
on the brain: Suddenlink. For three 
consecutive days in January, the 
“most popular posts” emailed out by 
the Nextdoor social media platform 
were regarding internet issues. 
Moonshine Ink even got in on the 
struggle: Our wifi connection was in 
and out this month for weeks, though 
we ultimately discovered that was 
likely due to a faulty modem. (Thank 
the journalistic powers that be that 
you’re reading this now!) 

Complaints ranged from repeated ins 
and outs in connectivity to customers’ 
struggle to get an actual representa-
tive on the line. “I’ve had Suddenlink 
for 1 1/2 months [and] have made my 
4th call to them about the service not 
working. This is becoming increas-
ingly frustrating, and I’m looking 
for alternatives,” wrote one Sierra 
Meadows Nextdoor user. 

Unfortunately, according to a 
Suddenlink employee who shall 
remain nameless, that person is 
unlikely to find an alternative because 
other networks just aren’t viable in 
the area. In fact, the employee has 
installed Suddenlink for two AT&T 
executives and two technicians from 
that company, who knew that their 

own corporation wasn’t 
going to cut it to connect 
in this region if they had to 
work from home.

“Suddenlink has been 
having network issues for more than 
a month,” wrote a Tahoe Donner resi-

dent on Nextdoor. “I lost 
internet late December. 
The Suddenlink tech came 
over and he said they had 
too many customers on the 
network.” 

According to Ashwin Bhandari, 
manager of communications for 
Altice USA, the umbrella company 
that acquired Suddenlink in 2015, 
that Nextdoor user is not wrong. 

“Over the holidays, we experienced ele-
vated levels of usage on our network as 
we supported the needs of residents and 
their visitors,” Bhandari told Moonshine 
Ink in an email. “Suddenlink’s goal is to 
provide all of our customers throughout 
the area with the best connectivity 
experience possible, and we continue to 
invest in our local network and services 
to accommodate growing needs.”

Some Tahoe/Truckee 
residents have resorted to 
unconventional methods of 
securing wireless internet 
throughout the “drought,” 
such as one Nextdoor user 

who prefers to keep an old iPhone 
set up with an unlimited plan and 
a constant hotspot running in their 
home to provide internet, rather than 
a modem.

According to our anonymous 
employee, problems began in earnest 
following the 2015 acquisition of 
Suddenlink by Altice USA and 
stemmed from an increase in outside 
contractors hired as technicians. Such 
technicians are paid by the job rather 
than on salary, incentivizing them to 
work quickly. 

Availability to respond to customer 
concerns has been another frequent 

matter of complaint, such as from 
a Glenshire Nextdoor user, who 
manages 48 homes in the area and 
deals with Suddenlink “TOO often,” 
he wrote. “We see them no show 
for countless appointments, no call, 
no email, just ghosted.” (Moonshine 
visited Truckee’s local office multiple 
times in person to get a comment 
from a local representative, only to 
be told that any comments needed 
to come from Altice USA 
headquarters in New York). 

Bhandari explained 
that another reason 
for recent connectivity 
issues stemmed from an updated 
system for billing and operational 
platforms, “which will make account 
management more streamlined and 
user-friendly, among other customer 
benefits,” he said. “During this 
process, there were brief delays and 
longer wait times for some customers. 
Our service levels have normalized 
and we have greatly appreciated our 
customers’ patience during this time 
as we resolve any unintended disrup-
tion caused by this upgrade.”

Altice USA provides video, mobile, 
and broadband services across 
the country and manages multiple 
provider networks, including the local 
Suddenlink retail store and office in 
Truckee. 

“We greatly value our long-standing 
relationship with the Truckee 
community and the opportunity to 
serve its residents and businesses,” 
Bhandari said. 

HOME FRONT

1801336

Roxanne Duffi eld, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

530-550-9000

Roxanne Duffi eld Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL

I’m here. 
I’m ready.

When natural disasters strike, I’m backed 
by one of the industry’s largest catastrophe 
response teams. We will be ready to help 
when you need us. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

ERROR: Suddenlink customers in the area have complained of connectivity and customer service 
issues over the last few months. Screenshot 

BY BECCA LOUX  
Moonshine Ink

WHY-FI!?!?WHY-FI!?!?
Suddenlink connectivity issues have Nextdoor in a tizzy  
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It’s the little tiny 
home that could! 
This tiny home 
is newly built to 
withstand any 
winter Tahoe can 
throw at it. Within 
240 square feet fits 
two lofts, a closet, 
mudroom, kitchen, 
bathroom, stor-
age space, living 
area, and even a 
redwood deck. 
No need to worry 
about appliances either; the place comes with an oven/stovetop, washer 
and dryer, refrigerator, hot water heater, and wall heater. Time to pack up 
and choose where you’d like to live your dream life with this little number 
in tow, which will happily force you to adapt to that minimalist life you’ve 
been talking about for so long. 
 
Info: $48,000, 1 bed, 1 bath, 240 square feet, seller based in Tahoe City

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR A 
WOODSTOVE REPLACEMENT?

To help clear the air,
the El Dorado County Air Quality Management District (AQMD), 
administers the Chimney Smoke Reduction Incentive Program (RIP) 
in Placer County.  If you replace an old non-EPA-Certi�ed (pre-1988) 
wood stove or wood insert, AQMD will pay;

For more info call 530-621-7501 or go to www.EDCCleanAir.org 

$500* 
for replacement with a 2020-compliant 
wood or pellet burning device or... 

$600* 
for replacement with electric, propane, or 
natural gas or up to...

$2,500
for pre-quali�ed low income applicants*
the AQMD will also pay for your Building 
Permit. Funding is limited on a �rst-come, 
�rst-served basis! 

*PRE APPROVAL IS REQUIRED PRIOR 
TO REMOVAL OF OLD DEVICE

THANK YOU FOR WORKING WITH US TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY!

We’re tightening our belts for this month and thinking small. That means tiny homes, condos, and mobile options, which gives you the bonus of choices that are a lot 
more affordable. By keeping home-living tight, you can put your extra money toward other things — travel or extracurricular activities or what have you. One of this 

month’s options can even do the traveling with you! Tahoe-living comes in all shapes, sizes, and prices; here are three options that swap size for other perks.

HOME FRONT

ITSY, BITSY HOUSES
BY ALEX HOEFT  |  Moonshine Ink

Manufactured Joy Mini Tahoe-Livin’

Riverfront Condo Good for Any Season

Envision a cozy little place with everything you need and nothing more 
— three bedrooms, two bathrooms, storage, and a backyard … all for an 
affordable $725 per month! Living in Tahoe doesn’t mean you need to live a 
grandiose life. Besides, at the Village Green Mobile Home Park, you’re right 
by the Truckee River Regional Park, Ponderosa Golf Course, and commercial 
spots for food, drink, and happiness. It’s everything you could need with a 
nice bow wrapped around it called affordability. 
 
Info: $175,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 1,326 square feet, 11070 #26 Brockway Rd., 
Truckee, Coldwell Banker Realty — Truckee-Tahoe Donner

Photo courtesy Coldwell Banker Realty — Truckee-Tahoe Donner

Photo courtesy tinyhouselistings.com

Photo courtesy Sierra Nevada Properties — Midtown

Looking for a home away from home? Or a little piece to call your own 
completely? There’s a spot in Reno with your name on it! This spacious condo 
sits right on the Truckee River, the gem of a waterway connecting Lake Tahoe 
and Pyramid Lake, and provides the perfect view for any season — colorful 
trees during the fall; a frozen and romantic snow-scape during the winter; 
cherry blossoms come spring; and the comfort and buzz of nature during 
summer. Between the river and the condo lies a large patch of open space 
good for friend and family gatherings. As part of an HOA, there are such 
amenities as a clubhouse, pool, snow removal, landscape maintenance, 
carport, and more. This corner of Reno offers the best of both worlds: The 
wonder of nature melds with the ease and convenience of civilization. 
 
Info: $199,900, 2 bed, 2 bath, 1,195 square feet, 2300 Dickerson Rd., Apt. 
31, Reno, Sierra Nevada Properties - Midtown
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As we know all 
too well, snow 

in the Sierra can 
be brutal — and 
having the right 
snow removal 
tools can make a 
world of difference 
when the flakes 
start flying again. 
Using the proper 
removal equipment will help you get 
winter clean-up done quickly and 
efficiently, saving more time for fun 
and adventure! Here are a few sugges-
tions about the vital snow-removal gear 
to have on hand from employee-owners 
at Mountain Hardware and Sports in 
Truckee:

Editor’s note: Hayley Paronish and Doug 
Farley represent Mountain Hardware 
and Sports, and provided price points 
and specific pieces of equipment available 
there. Though it is certainly not the only 
place to find snow removal equipment, it 
is a solid, employee-owned local option! 
This can act as a general price and 
features a guide for your snow-removal 
tool shed regardless of where you shop.

SNOW 
SHOVELS
Depending on its 
use, the type of 
shovel you’re using 
is important in 
properly managing 
snow. Removal area 
and snow types can 
determine what 
snow shovel is best 

for you and the task at hand. 

Lightweight and durable, the Poly Pro 
“Tuffy” is one of our favorite all-around 
shovels. It features a nonsparking 
polymer and nonstick surface that is 
less likely to crack over time and comes 
in three different sizes. It is priced at 
$29.99 and up. 

For more icy shoveling conditions, we 
suggest the Garant Mountain Mover 
Shovel with a reinforced steel wear 
strip. It combines the best features 
of a shovel and a scraper — and it’s 
sized perfectly to clear large areas and 
remove thin ice. Retails $16.99 and up.

For transporting large amounts of 
snow, the Garant Sleigh Shovel makes 

short work of the largest jobs. With 
its extra-large scoop, it allows you 
to gather large amounts of snow 
with each push. It also features an 
ergonomic handle that provides 
comfort and maximum stability. 
Priced at $54.99.

ICE MELT 
This product is a crucial way to 
keep walkways safe for you and 
your guests. Ranging from 10- to 
50-pound bags to 11-pound shaker 
jugs, we sell ice melt that is safe for 
concrete, asphalt, wood, and even 
for your pets. $8.99 and up. 

ROOF 
SNOW 
REMOVAL
Prevention is 
key for prepar-
ing the roof 
of your Tahoe 
home for winter. 
Installing heat 
tape prior to 
oncoming storms 
can significantly 
prevent snow 
and ice from 
building on the 
eaves of your 
home. Heat tape 
comes in 20- to 
240-foot rolls and 
retails at $29.99 and up.

For when an ice dam forms or a build-
up of excess snow arrives, we offer a 
roof ice melt “puck” that is designed to 
be thrown onto your roof to help create 
a stress point in the ice, which allows 
it to shed more quickly. Roof ice melt 
retails at $23.99.

Still have stubborn snow on your 
housetop? We also carry rakes specifi-
cally designed to help pull snow from 
the roof. Available in various lengths 
and retailing from $44.99 to $139.99.

VEHICLE SNOW REMOVAL
When it dumps heavy snow in Tahoe, 
removing it from your vehicle can be 
stressful and time-consuming. But it’s 
good practice and courteous — while 
you’re driving, chunks on the roof 
could slide into your line of vision or fly 
off and hit other cars. With push-style 
devices such as the SnoHoe or the 

SnoShark, you can easily remove large 
amounts of snow off your car quickly 
and efficiently. Retails from $19.99 to 
$44.99.

We also carry a wide range of Honda 
and Ariens snowblowers for those 
bigger snow removal jobs.

~ Doug Farley started at Mountain 
Hardware in 2007. He has held many 
positions within the company, and is 
currently manager of the hardware and 
plumbing departments and material 
stockers. Doug is a member of the commit-
tee that helps build and promote employee 
ownership. He has become a smiling “go-to” 
within the company.

~ As a marketing coordinator, Hayley takes 
great pride in her work promoting 100% 
employee-owned Mountain Hardware and 
Sports. Whether she’s designing print ads, 
managing social media, or planning the 
next event, her positive and creative outlook 
has been greatly appreciated within the 
company.
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Go-To Gear for Snow Removal
Featuring employee-owners from Mountain Hardware and Sports

Trinkie Watson
530 582 0722   TrinkieWatson.com

    Love Winter?
Call me to                          help you 
                                                   find yours.

Enjoy a beautiful laidback lifestyle in 
a new Lake Tahoe or Truckee home. 

ICE ISSUES: Ice-melting tape like these Easy 
Heat Cables do the work for you when it comes 
to diminishing ice. Photos courtesy Mountain 
Hardware and Sports

DIG OUT YOUR CAR: When heavy snows pile up on car rooftops, 
Mountain Hardware and Sports employee-owners recommend the 
SnoHoe to get you quickly on the road.

SHOVELS GALORE: There are a wide range of makes and models when it comes to shovels, so 
do your research to maximize your scooping. 

SPACE IT UP!
By Hayley Paronish, Doug Farley
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Helping Hands and Paws
Volunteers are key to success at HSTT

How many volunteers does it 
take to run an animal shelter? 
The answer, it turns out, is 
more than 400. The force of 
volunteers don’t just help run 
an animal shelter; alongside 
their furry friends, they help 
improve reading skills, visit 
patients in the hospital, raise 
money at events, and make 
the adoption of over 600 
animals possible each year. 

I talked to Erin Ellis, vol-
unteer and director of the 
Humane Education programs 
for the Humane Society of 
Truckee-Tahoe (HSTT). “We 
are always looking for more 
volunteers to help us grow 
and promote our programs 
and services,” Ellis said. “We 
are one of the only shelters 
in the United States to allow 
volunteers as young as 8 to 
work with the animals.”

Prospective volunteers must 
attend an orientation before 
putting in any time. Ellis put 
on enough orientations in 
2019 to add 378 volunteers 
to the organization. These 
numbers don’t take into 
account recent growth, as 
HSTT has now expanded 
into South Lake Tahoe. Five 
orientations have already 
been held in South Lake with 
54 new volunteers looking 
to donate their time. These 
volunteers do more than just 
walk dogs and pet cats, and 
there are opportunities for 
everyone. I got my paws on 
some numbers. Let’s dig in. 

Dogs are teaching kids how 
to read. The Read Up For 
Fun or RUFF program 
is designed to improve 
children’s reading skills. 
Volunteers bring trained 

dogs to schools 
and libraries and 
kids read to them. Students’ 
confidence improves along 
with their reading.

Volunteers also support the 
Pet Pals program in which 
HSTT visits local schools and 
educates kids on important 
pet topics like spaying and 
neutering, safety around 
pets, and pet care. In 2019, 
HSTT conducted 46 class-
room visits, up 27% from 
last year. Pet Pals will soon 
be expanding to South Lake 
Tahoe. Reading programs 
already exist in South Lake 
at the El Dorado County 
Library. Overall, around 
25 students are reading to 
animals in HSTT programs 
each week. 

Fundraising is another way 
volunteers make an impact. 
Over $150,000 was raised 
in 2019 at Humane Society 
events. Whether it’s their 
signature annual event, 
Black Tie and Tails, a barn 
party, date nights at the 
shelter, concerts, or a race 
like the Ididarun, volunteers 
make the HSTT world go 
around. These events help 

fund the great programs and 
shelter operations.

With all the programs and 
events going on, we almost 
forgot about the shelter itself. 
According to HSTT, volun-
teers spent over 6,000 hours 
at the shelter in 2019. With 
all that volunteer support, 
HSTT is able to do things 
most shelters can’t. Dogs 
get training, exercise, and 
quiet time. Quiet time helps 
promote calm in the shelter 
and leads to higher rates of 
adoptability.  
 
HSTT has recently been 
accepted into a new cat 
training program called the 
Jackson Galaxy Project. 
This program is designed 
to increase cat adoptions, 
enrich their day to day life, 
and reduce the number 
of days they spend in the 
shelter. When they finish at 
the shelter, can they come to 
my house? My cat is out of 
control.  

If you are interested in 
volunteering for the Humane 
Society of Truckee-Tahoe, 
contact erin@hstt.org. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

SKIING FOR SCHOOLS
DISCOUNT LIFT TICKETS

trail passes to 
most North Tahoe 
ski areas.

Visit ExinEd.org for 

All Skiing for Schools proceeds are donated to Excellence 

FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON TICKETS &

HOLIDAY RESTRICTIONS:
ExinEd.org

530-550-7984
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grative Veterinary Care

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  •  530-582-1133

T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

Ask Us About PRP
A minimally-invasive treatment using your dog’s 
own blood to enhance healing of injured tendons, 

ligaments, and arthritic joints!

Paired with a rehabilitation program catered to your 
pet’s needs, PRP helps decrease inflammation, 
improve tissue regeneration, and help get your 

Tahoe dog back to the trails.

Same day procedure.

Also: Ask about exercises and techniques 
to prevent injury before it happens!

HEAL INJURIES 
WITHOUT SURGERY!

QUIET TIME: Volunteers will 
often sit quietly and read a 
book while spending time with 
shelter dogs. This helps promote 
a sense of calmness, in turn 
boosting the rate of adoption. 

Courtesy photo

FLIP’S FRIENDS
By Olive Brown
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Quick Trips: 
Find Yourself in the Lost Sierra

We step into 
the cozy red Intorf 

Lodge, set at the bottom of 
Plumas Eureka Ski Bowl, where 

we would come back the next day 
to watch the legendary Longboard 
Races. The fire crackles and the 
stage glows in an exuberant shade 
of blue. After introducing Willy Tea 
Taylor, one of the show coordina-
tors offers his condolences to the 
community for the passing of Cole 
Comstock, a Blairsden local who 
passed away in an avalanche at 
Alpine Meadows the day prior. As 
we raise our beer cans in unison 
and slurp one down for Cole, Willy 
steps up to the mic and brightens 
the room right back up. Man, this 
guy has the voice of a folk-singin’ 
angel. He’s back on the booze, 

he says, cracking jokes (possibly 
metaphors?) about being a burger 
between two buns. “I’m meat, 
cheese, and bread. That’s it! I don’t 
mess with no lettuce or nothin’.” 

Willy 
also manages 

to work some improvised lyrics 
about longboarding and Dope is 
King into the riff. Laughter and 
chatter fill the room, and we are 
loving every second of it. Three girls 
in Bavarian garb dance around us, 
sipping whiskey out of a massive 
flask, “warming-up” for the races 
tomorrow in more ways than one. 

We stop at the Mohawk Tavern on 
the way back to the inn. 

I personally re-name the tavern 
the “Leaning Tower of T-Club,” 
as the 500 square-foot establish-
ment is leaning at what seems to 

be a 25-degree angle. It has that 
quintessential dive bar charm you 
can only hope to find in the middle 
of the Lost Sierra. Pool table? 
Check. Glowing neon signs? Check. 
Hundreds of dollar bills dangling 
from the ceiling? Check. The longest 
story you have ever had to listen to 
from the local Chatty Cathy? Check. 
Ten for 10; highly recommend. 

The next morning was spent with 
a mild hangover (also known as 
a “personal problem,” as Rachel 
would soon clarify), hotel coffee, a 
hike up to Eureka Peak, and party-
wave soul-tunes all the way down 
to the races. High fives all around. 
We crack a beer and watch as the 
contestants fly down the bunny hill 
on their 13-foot wooden skis, lean-
ing back for dear life in their leather 
boots and bindings. 

What a weird, special place. If 
you’ve been to the Plumas-Eureka 
Ski Bowl, you know that you have 
found one of the Lost Sierra’s 
best-kept secrets. Western pioneers 
once traveled thousands of miles to 
find gold within these golden hills. 
What they discovered was a treasure 
of sorts: rugged peaks, lush valleys, 
and isolated beauty. Turns out, in 
the Lost Sierra, you might just find 
what you’re looking for. 

BY LIZ CHAMBERLAIN
Special to Moonshine Ink

It’s sometime around 5 o’clock when 
Maggie, Rachel, and I find ourselves pulling up to the 
Blackbird Inn, about an hour north of Truckee, off of 
Highway 89. A nearby sign declares, “Welcome to Clio. 
Population: 74. Dogs: 36.”

The place is adorable and the innkeeper welcomes us 
as a band sets up equipment for the night’s live music 
on the first floor of the Ricochet Cafe. Upstairs we find 
one hallway, five rooms, shiny wood floors, and crisp 
white sheets on large queen beds. Downstairs, three 
more friends join us as we dine on crafty waffle-based 
entrees accompanied by Dope is King Pale 
Ale from Blairsden’s The Brewing Lair 
to wash it down. It’s now 
6:30 p.m. Alright, team 
— showtime! 

BREWS WITH BUDS: The gang soaking in the 
sun on the deck of the Intorf Lodge. Photo by 
Maggie Andrews DOLLAR DOLLAR-BILL Y’ALL: Rachel’s 

contribution to the Dollar Wall at the Mohawk 
Tavern. Photo by Maggie Andrews

MOUNTAIN LIFE

Excellent Surgery Care | Compassionate Team | Competitive Rates
TahoeOralSurgery.com | 530-587-5440

Board Certified
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons 

right here in Truckee!

Small Town Care...
Big City Credentials

Dan Martin DDS 
Rachel Appelblatt DDS MD

TAHOE 
CITY

530-583-6415

TRUCKEE 
DOWNTOWN
530-582-0900

TRUCKEE 
WEST

530-536-3407

KINGS 
BEACH

530-546-5800

SQUAW 
VALLEY

530-583-5665

SKI & SNOWBOARD RENTALS

Book rentals online 
OR present this coupon 

at any location and 
SAVE up to

10%
OFF*

your ski, board & 
snowshoe rentals!

*ONLINE BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE 2 DAYS IN ADVANCE. NOT TO BE USED WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS AND/OR DISCOUNTS.
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS

BY JT HOLMES | Special to Moonshine Ink

PMS Classic keeps the 
free spirit alive

MISCHIEF MAKERS: The Pain McShlonkey is a fun-filled day 
featuring switch GS racing, a hot dog downhill, and small air contests 
in which participants break out their best Saucer Boy-inspired 
skiwear. Photo by Jason Abraham/Elevated Image Photography

3-2-1 DROPPING: Contestants in the 
PMS Classic look for the very line that 
Saucer Boy himself would have skied. 
Photo by Ben Arnst

Just prior to the turn of the  
millennium, freeskiing blew up. 
A charismatic California kid with 
a Tom Cruise smile catapulted 
freestyle skiing to the world stage 
with a gold medal in Nagano, Japan, 
and magazine covers with Cindy 
Crawford. The stagnant “old school” 
era of hop turns and skinny skis was 
in the rearview mirror.

American downhillers flashed lines 
in remote Alaska in five turns that 
were previously skied with 50. Shane 
McConkey skied them in zero turns, 
sometimes naked. Squaw Valley’s 
CR Johnson stomped a 1440 in the 
Riviera Park, a zone known as a 
“snowboard park” rather than today’s 
terrain park. 

As badass as skiing was proving 
to be, skiers were struggling to 
find their identity. They knew 
that snowboarding was first 
to popularize such things as 
landing backwards on snow, 
grabbing and even floating on 
powder. Even more to their 
chagrin, skiers knew that given 
snowboarding had roots in 
skateboarding, it was inherently 
skiing’s far cooler counterpart. 

New-school skiers sure tried 
to be cool. Gold chains, 
baggy pants, dyed hair, rap 
songs, fancy cars, facial hair, 
mean-mugging portraits, and 
attitude. Skiers tried it all. Stars were 
born and the impossible was con-
stantly being proven doable — there 
was no telling what was coming next. 

Then one individual emerged who 
made fun of the new school, the old 
school, and everything in between. 
He did not ski. He did not snow-
board. Rather, he claimed to be 
able to stick uphill ice on snowler-
blades. His name: Saucer Boy. 

Saucer Boy was a whiskey-swigging, 
cheese-grater-carrying, Bogner-
clad outcast. He was adamant to 
prove that his sport — a hybrid of 
saucer-riding and snowblading — 

was to be the next great craze in 
snow-sliding. 

Nobody bought it.

Even when coupled with a saucer 
for extra flotation, the shortcom-
ings of a 130-centimeter ski on 
the hill outweighed the luxury of 
walking into a bar without clicking 
out of your skis. Furthermore, 
they were like rollerblades, which 
definitely were not cool, and skiers 
were desperate to be cool. 

But Saucer Boy was born with a 
never-give-up mentality. He crashed 
photo shoots, stowed-away on 
boats with helicopters, and ran his 
mouth incessantly about his skills. 

Pro skiers and riders shunned 
him, told him to beat it. Mountain 
guides complained that he was a 
hazard and a nuisance. 

Saucer Boy turned to the only man 
who just might believe in him: Shane 
McConkey. Shane was a fellow misfit 
who once lived in a shed. He had per-
severed in adversity and shrugged off 
the jaded pro skiers who told him that 
fat skis were cheating and that water 
skis would never work on snow. Shane 
had even believed in his sport so much 
that he started the International Free 
Skiers Association to create a platform 
for freeskiers to legitimize their 

broad-sweeping claims of radness. 
Shane had proven that skis and a 
parachute were a combination for 
limitless fun, how could he not see 
that snowlerblades and a saucer was 
the next big thing?

But alas, Saucer Boy and 
Spaulding (his saucer) struggled 
to catch Shane’s attention. Shane 
was constantly shredding fresh 
tracks in unthinkably bold places 
and flying through the air having 
more fun than imaginable. He won 
trophies and had many leather-
bound books.

But one lonely February day, Saucer 
Boy caught the iconic Squaw 
Valley and Red Bull-sponsored pro 

rehabbing an ACL 
injury and looking for 
something fun to do. He 
convinced Shane that 
through his alliances 
at Squaw Valley, he 
could put snowlerblad-
ing on the map. He 
offered up $88 of his 
sponsor money, from 
Pelican Snow Saucers, 

to see it through. 
Shane took the 
bait and the Pain 
McShlonkey (PMS) 
Open was born. 

Sixty-five pros 
from nine conti-

nents and 77 countries converged 
upon Squaw Valley, with saucers 
and snowlerblades in tow, to take 
part in first-of-their-kind events. 
The disciplines were switch GS 
racing, hot dog downhill (once 
affectionately referred to as 
Chinese downhill, but changed for 
political correctness), and small air.

Thousands of screaming fans 
watched in awe as the biggest 
names in sports flailed down 
mountainsides in brightly colored 
clothing. Corporate sponsors 
pledged to write checks for 
hundreds of dollars to sponsor the 
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next event. Saucer Boy was ecstatic.

After two years of putting on the 
PMS, Shane moved on with his 
fast-paced life. He designed skis that 
changed the ski industry forever, 
none of which were shorter than 130 
centimeters. He married the stylish, 
snowboarding daughter of a super-
model and had a beautiful daughter 
named Ayla and even skipped powder 
days to spend time with her. When 
asked why he stopped organizing 
the Pain 
McShlonkey 
Open, he 
offered a 
characteris-
tically deep 
explanation: 
“Events 
are a lot of 
work.”   

Since then, 
Saucer Boy 
was spotted just twice: once posting 
flyers in Boulder, Colorado, about a 
“Saucer Cross” that never happened 
and another time crashing a posh 
rehab facility in Malibu preaching to 
celebrity addicts about how the saucer 
is a source for the “ride of your life” 
and that its shape is a metaphor for 
“life’s journey.” 

Soon, the nameless hybrid sport of 
snowlerblading with a saucer had 
vanished into obscurity. Upon Shane’s 
death in 2009, the two founders of 
the PMS were officially gone. 

In 2011, Shane’s Zimbabwean trophy 
wife and her amazingly supportive 
group of friends and board mem-
bers started the Shane McConkey 
Foundation (mcconkey.org). The 
team spearheaded a wildly successful 
event in Squaw Valley featuring a 
saucer-blade hot dog downhill, which 

was to become forever known as 
the Pain McShlonkey Classic, and a 
gala hosting the Silicon Valley elite, 
several Saudi Princes and Russian 
oligarchs, three NBA stars, and one 
mountain bike baron. 

The Shane McConkey Foundation 
is run by Sherry McConkey and 
inspired by Shane’s passion for life, 
his community, nature, competition, 
and acronyms. The foundation is 
committed to R.A.D., which stands 

for Random 
Awesome 
Deeds. Over 
the past 10 
years, they have 
donated more 
than $450,000 
to local charities 
and they hold 
two coveted 
competitions 
each year: The 
PMS Classic 

and the Shane McConkey Eco-
Challenge, which challenges kids 
to identify and creatively resolve an 
eco issue. To date, 1,500 kids have 
participated in the Shane McConkey 
Eco-Challenge.

The McConkey Foundation and the 
PMS Classic are cherished by the 
mountain community. Mark your 
calendars and wax your snowler-
blades, because Squaw Valley will 
once again host the PMS on March 
28. Be at the bottom of Red Dog by 
9 a.m. sharp to watch the all-time-
greatest ski event ever known to man 
or woman, in the global history of 
the world. 

For information about the Shane 
McConkey Foundation or to donate, 
check out mcconkey.org 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

BAD BOY: Shane McConkey’s misfit alter-ego, Saucer Boy, lives in perpetuity 
every March when Squaw Valley hosts the Pain McShlonkey Classic — 
also known as the PMS, paying homage to the late pro skier’s affinity for 
acronyms. Photo by Hank de Vré

DOWNHILLERS 
FLASHED LINES IN 
REMOTE ALASKA 

IN FIVE TURNS THAT WERE 
PREVIOUSLY SKIED WITH 50. 
SHANE MCCONKEY SKIED 

THEM IN ZERO TURNS, 
SOMETIMES NAKED.
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www.thebareffect.com
10775 Pioneer Trail 105 #A, Truckee, California, 96161

RAPID RECOVERY HYDRATION IS 
AT BAR EFFECT

Ever y  Wednesday f rom 3 to 5  p.m.

Combining forces to bring you wellness from the inside out

FEATURING IV HYDRATION 
AND VITAMIN INFUSIONS
Vitamin B12 and B-Complex Shots

MOST POPULAR TREATMENTS
Fatigue Fighter, Beauty Booster, 
Athlete Recovery. 

SAVE BIG with packages of 
treatments and Bar Effect 
classes.

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 
at  r rhydra t ion .com |  Wa lk  in s  a re  we lcome

in fo@r rhydra t ion .com |  ( 775 )  737-9717

H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  T R U C K E E
—  S I N C E  1 9 8 9  —

530 -587- 4 4 4 6  |   w h i te b u f fa l ot r u c ke e.co m

RE SERVAT I O NS H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST
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SOUL KITCHEN

BY MAYUMI ELEGADO  
Moonshine Ink

When the fire is crackling 
and all you want to do is 
roast your tush in the raging 
warmth, take it one step 
further and use it also to cook 
your meal. You are arguably 
being more efficient in energy 
use and maximizing time by 
your beloved blazing soporific, 
but perhaps more enriching is 
the sense of being an alche-
mist at your hearth, infusing 
the coziness of your fire into 
the food you eat.

All you really need to cook 
on a wood stove is a flat 
surface, says Devon Perry, 
who does sales at Mountain 
Home Center in Truckee. 
Most wood stoves are made 
of plate steel or cast iron, 
he says, and either work 
well for cooking. Bonus: 
If you scratch the matte 
black surface of steel or iron 
when cooking, you can use a 
high-temperature black spray 
paint to repair it. But, “stay 
away from using porcelain or 
enamel surfaces,” says Perry, 
“as they are more susceptible 
to chipping and if it does, it’s 
really difficult to repair.”

The surface of a regular wood 
stove gets mighty hot, ranging 
from 400 to 1,000 degrees, 
Perry says, so beware and be 
safe. For those in the modern 
world, a pellet stove doesn’t 
get as hot, usually staying 

within 300 to 500 degrees, 
thus they aren’t a great option 
for cooking.

When winter hit this year, the 
wood stove in my home became 
host to a range of cooking 
experiments, everything from 
broth to omelets. Below is a 
recipe I created there, inspired 
by the ultimate dance, for a 
meal that is warming inside and 
out, while filling your house 
with a delightful spicy aroma. 
Words of Wisdom: Start with 
good ingredients and your job is 
made easy. 
 
 

GEAR FOR WOOD 
FIRE COOKING 
Heat-resistant cookware.  
For this recipe, I like to use a 
Rockcrok Dutch Oven with a lid 

and a 10-inch cast iron pan for 
sautéing 
Oven mitt 
Small table for supplies

 
FIRE-INFUSED THAI 
CHICKEN SOUP
Ingredients

5 tbsp high-heat oil, split 
1 medium onion 
2 garnet yams 
2 carrots 
2-ish cups of other veggies 
1.5 lbs organic boneless 
skinless chicken thighs 
3 cups broth or water 
1 13.5-oz can of coconut milk, 
full-fat 
4 tsp Mae Ploy Red Curry 
Paste, to taste 
Salt to taste

 
Build a hearty fire and let it 
roar for about an hour.

Meanwhile, 
cut vegeta-
bles, all about 
three-quarter-
inch size. 
In addition 
to the yams 
and carrots, 
I used bell 
peppers and 
cauliflower 
because I 
had those on 
hand. Reduce 
food waste 
and use the 
stem and 

leaves of the cauliflower or 
other veggies.

Put Dutch oven on stove 
and let it heat up about 15 
minutes. Test by flicking 
water on it. It should sizzle. 
When hot, add 3 tbsp oil 
and sauté yams for about 10 
minutes. Let them caramelize 
and start to be aromatic, but 
don’t overcook. Sprinkle salt.

Put cast iron sauté pan on 
stove to heat up.

Add other hearty veggies 
to Dutch oven. I put in the 
carrots and cauliflower stems/
leaves at the same time. Sauté 
for 5 minutes.

Cut up chicken, also into 
about three-quarter-inch 
squares.

Add softer veggies to Dutch 
oven. Sauté for 5 minutes.

Meanwhile, mix the curry 
paste with a cup of broth. 
The paste is spicy so adjust 
accordingly. Put it in the pot, 
along with remaining broth/
water, then add coconut milk. 
Stir well. Cover.

Add 2 tbsp oil to sauté pan. 
Heat up for 2 minutes. Drop 
in chicken and stir. Sprinkle 
with salt.

When the chicken has seared 
well, about 10 minutes, add 
to pot and stir. Cover.

Let simmer for at least 20 
minutes. You want the sauce 
to thicken slightly. Enjoy 
by itself or over rice. (Of 
course this can be made on 
a traditional stovetop, but be 
adventurous and try to cook 
this on your wood stove!) 

(Left) FIRE IN A POT: The 
curry paste I use was a 
recommendation by Wolfdale’s 
Douglas Dale in a cooking 
class I took with him years ago. 
It is fire-encapsulated — not 
just heat, but also a dynamic 
flavor profile. Photo by Mayumi 
Elegado/Moonshine Ink

(Below) EASY WAY TO DO 
VEGGIES: Get creative on the 
vegetables and as nutritionists 
recommend, use the rainbow 
as your inspiration. Photo by 
Mayumi Elegado/Moonshine Ink
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ARTS & CULTURE

Great Chemistry 
North Tahoe native’s journey from celebrity stylist to master perfumer

In a chic office 
at the back 
of Incline’s 
Perception 
Salon, Nicholaus 
Augustine the 
chemist is at work. 
Little bottles of 
ingredients line 
some tastefully 
modern 
shelves, wait-
ing to be filled 
with ingredi-
ents stocked 
below. 

Augustine 
the hairdresser’s career began over 20 
years ago, at just 17, initially choosing 
it as a side job to keep busy through 
college. His family had been in the 
industry for three generations, with 
his grandparents owning 20 salons in 
the Bay Area. Augustine soon discov-
ered it was his calling too.

“I’m very sensory,” he says. “I can 
remember being [at North Tahoe 
High] and there was a girl that sat in 
front of me and she’d always want me 
to braid her hair. That [was] kind of 
the beginning … the texture of hair, 
the fact that you can manipulate it 
into shape, color, and structure. When 
those things were shown to me, that 
was really exciting.”

Today, his credits include styling at 
fashion weeks in Los Angeles and 
Seattle, working fashion shows for 
Oscar de la Renta and Dior, and going 
on to work in nearly every major city 
on the West Coast. During this time, 
his curiosity grew about how to create 
products that were more natural, 
more effective, and not tied to major 
cosmetic companies, so Augustine 
began to research the process. 

“I realized real quick it’s a lot of chem-
istry. I went to a couple suppliers, 
looked through their recipes, and I 
thought, ‘I’ve always been really good 
at cooking, so it should be kind of the 
same,’” he recalls with a laugh. “I was 
in our bathroom trying to make this 
gel and it was totally awful. I stuck 
with it, and I realized, ‘if I’m going to 
do this, I have to get serious.’”

In 2013, he committed to the process. 
“I got stacks of books and put myself 
through a university,” he says. 

Augustine 
created 
Tahoe Born, 
an aloe-based 
collection 
of hair care 
products 
inspired by 
life in Tahoe. 
Local stores 

started 
carrying 
his line, 
and soon 
there 
were 15 
accounts 
offering 

his products. But, looking to enter the 
cosmetics industry with a bang, he 
decided to hang up the collection and 
focus instead on perfume. 

“I thought my ‘in’ would be to focus 
on fragrance [first],” he says. “Once 
I got in the door, though, I realized 
it’s all together. You need to be able 

to understand how a fragrance works 
with the texture [of a product], how 
it performs, the label, the bottle, 
everything.”

After three years in develop-
ment, Augustine’s new 
line features carefully 
crafted fragrances, 
but is delivered in 
several forms. 
Three initial 
perfumes 
he’s 
created 
will also 
become 
scents for 
body oil, 
hair wash, and styling spray.

His aim with the collection is to show 
his sons, 18 and 10, that dreams can 
be achieved, and to honor his father’s 
legacy. As an artist, his current focus 
is to figure out who he is — in the con-
text of his classical training and career 
experiences — and transform that into 
what he can offer to the world. 

“[The collection] is an expression of 
me and my work in the salon around 
women for 20 years,” he says. “Some 
people say, ‘nobody wants to be put 

in a box.’ Some people do want 
to be put in a box. Their box! 

With big labels all over it 
and painted with lights, 

and they really want 
people to see who 

they are. Every 
person has 

something 
in them that 
wants to 
shine. That’s 
my favorite 
thing about 
when I’m 

doing hair or fragrance; when I can 
see somebody’s confidence spark, 
and they’re like ‘get out of my way,’ 
and I love that.”

Info: augustineparfum.com; for hair 
styling, @NicholausAugustineHair 
on Facebook 

BY LE’A GLEASON
Moonshine Ink

HUMBLE beginnings led this hardworking North Tahoe 
graduate to travel the country styling hair, working for 
luxury fashion brands, gaining celebrity clients, and 
eventually developing two product lines of his own. 
Photo by Le’a Gleason/Moonshine Ink

THREE SCENTS are the flagship of Nicholas Augustine’s 
new collection. Each is bold and “not for someone who 
wants to smell like peony,” laughs the creator. Photo by 
Le’a Gleason/Moonshine Ink

10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

Open  10am - 5pm
Tuesday – Saturday

530-587-1409
backstreetframers.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMERS & GALLERY

•  Diabetes

•  Thyroid and
parathyroid disease

•  Adrenal disorders

•  Calcium disorders, 
osteoporosis, and 
metabolic bone disease

•  Lipid disorders

•  Pituitary disease

ENDOCRINOLOGY
TA H O E  F O R E S T

Our specialized services include the 
evaluation and treatment of:

10956 Donner Pass Road
Suite 260, Truckee

(530) 582-6400
tfhd.com/endocrinology

Treating Hormone and Metabolic Disorders
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•  It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap for the full calendar, or to add an event.

ONGOING 
 
ARTS & CULTURE | A Look Back at 
the Chinese in California  
Developed with the guidance of 
subject matter experts from across the 
state, Gold Mountain: Chinese Califor-
nian Stories chronicles the history and 
contributions of Chinese Californians 
through a display of historic artifacts 
accompanied by interactive video sta-
tions, games, and activities. Spanning 
more than 175 years of history from 
the Gold Rush to present times, the 
exhibit highlights their overlooked 
but significant role in history, reveal-
ing parallels to issues of immigration, 
race, and civil rights that are relevant 
today. Info: California Museum, Sacra-
mento; californiamuseum.org

 
ARTS & CULTURE | Edi Rama Art 
Exhibit in Reno
WORK is an exhibition by artist and 
Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama. 
Featured in this, his first solo museum 
exhibition in the United States, is 
a series of new drawings made on 
documents and notes that Rama 
created during meetings and phone 
calls, as well as ceramic sculptures 
and a floor-to-ceiling wallpaper that 
emulates the wallpaper in his office 
at the Ministry in Tirana. His drawing 
practice has developed in close paral-
lel with his career as a politician. Info: 
runs through April at Nevada Museum 
of Art; nevadaart.org
 
Tuesdays 
MUSIC | Open Mic Night in Truckee

Show off your talent or sit back and 
listen, because every Tuesday night, 
Philosophy hosts an open mic night, 

coordinated by Carl Davis from the 
Tahoe Truckee School of Music. All 
ages and experience levels welcome. 
Info: free, 7 to 9 p.m.
 
Wednesdays 
COMMUNITY | Word After Word 
Hosts Workshops 
Writing sessions take place in the 
store every second and fourth 
Wednesday of the month (unless 
otherwise specified). Spend the 
evening working on writing practice 
and exercises, occasionally under the 
guidance of guest leads. Reserve a 
spot ahead of time or drop in to see 
what it’s all about. Info: 6:30 to 8 p.m, 
(530) 536-5099 
 
MUSIC | Live Music at CB’s Bistro

Get your foot tapping and head 
bobbing every Wednesday at CB’s 
Bistro for live music, great cocktails, 
and tasty bites. Music from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Info: free admission, Carnelian Bay; 
cbsbistro.com 
 
MUSIC | Wild Winter Wednesdays
Head over to River Ranch Lodge on 
the Truckee River on Wednesday 
evenings through March 25, with a 
different local nonprofit organization 
beneficiary each week. Enjoy happy 
hour all night with drink specials, 
raffles, games, great prizes, and music 
by Mr. D. Info: 4 to 7 p.m.; river-
ranchlodge.com
 
Feb. 14 
COMMUNITY | Movie Night in 
Kings Beach

Following up on this past summer’s 
successful Movies in the Park, the 
North Tahoe Public Utility District is 

offering a community movie night at 
the North Tahoe Event Center. Head 
over to watch The NeverEnding Story. 
Snacks will be available for purchase.  
Order takeout or delivery from a 
local restaurant and make it dinner 
and a movie. Bring blankets, pillows, 
sleeping bags, chairs, and whatever 
else will make you feel cozy. Info: free, 
6 p.m.; northtahoeparks.com 
 
Feb. 18 
MUSIC | South African Sounds in 
the Sierra Foothills
As South Africa’s Cultural 
Ambassadors to the world, Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo sings of peace, 
of love, and for people to live in 
harmony. The Tony-nominated and 
Grammy-winning group was featured 
on Paul Simon’s Graceland, among 
many other film and music projects. 
Info: $40 to $55, 6:30 p.m., Foothills 
Event Center; thecenterforthearts.org
 
Feb. 20 
SPORTS | Hadley Hammer to Speak 
at Squaw Valley

The Alpenglow Sports Winter Speaker 
Series wraps up with professional skier 
Hadley Hammer detailing her unlikely 
entry into the pro-skier world at the age 
of 25, when she was catapulted to the 
top of the Freeride World Tour. However, 
rather than being an overnight success 
story, Hammer’s talk will look at how 
the limitations we place on ourselves 
can hold us back the most, and how 
overcoming those obstacles can lead to 
amazing results. Raffle and bar proceeds 
will benefit Tahoe Fund. Info: free, 6 to 9 
p.m., Olympic Valley Lodge; alpenglow-
sports.com 
 
 

COMMUNITY | Author Offers 
Satirical Look at the Ski Bum
Jonathan Grant, author of Snow Valley: 
Last of the Ski Bums, will be reading 
from his novel and sharing stories from 
life as part of Snow Series 2020 at Word 
After Word Bookshop. A satirical look 
at ski culture and ski resorts in what very 
well could be Lake Tahoe. Reviewed 
by Scott Barry as “a beautifully written 
tale full of rich characters and existential 
angst, where our cultural obsession with 
the almighty buck has been replaced 
by the zen-like pursuit of the perfect 
ski turn.” Info: free, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
Truckee; wordafterwordbooks.com
 
Feb. 22 
EDUCATION | Presentation to 
Highlight Constellation Orion

Join the Astronomical Society of 
Nevada to learn about the facts 
and many wonders found within the 
boundaries of the celestial constellation 
Orion the Hunter, such as red giants, 
nebula, and star clusters. An outdoor 
viewing session will follow the indoor 
presentation. The program is weather 
dependent, so in the case of snow, call 
in advance. Info: 6 to 8 p.m., Reno, 
(775) 849-4948; galenacreekvisitor-
center.org 
 
MUSIC | Feeling Folksy at the CBC
Storyteller and folk singer Steve Poltz is 
heading to the Crystal Bay Casino for a 
night you won’t forget. Funny, enduring, 
and talented, Poltz will surely make you 
laugh and maybe even cry. Throughout 
over three decades in music, Poltz 
did it all and more — often shared 
by way of his rockin’ countrified folk 
slices of sardonic Americana. Info: $22 
in advance, $25 day of, Crown Room; 
devildogshows.com 

TAP CALENDAR

FEB. 22FEB. 22FEB. 29 MARCH 9 to 14

FEB. 20 FEB. 18

TAP HIGHLIGHTS: FEB. 20: Hadley Hammer – Courtesy photo. | FEB. 18: South African sounds – Courtesy photo. | FEB. 29: Polar Plunge – Courtesy photo. | FEB. 22: Astronomical Society of Nevada 
– Courtesy photo. | FEB. 22: Singer-songwriter Steve Poltz – Courtesy photo. | MARCH 9 TO 14: Junior XC National Championships – Courtesy photo. 
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THE BEST PLACE 
TO BEGIN

LEARN TO SKI + RIDE AT

TAHOE DONNER DOWNHILL SKI RESORT

GET SKIING AND RIDING TODAY! TAHOEDONNER.COM/DOWNHILL

Safe, Low-Angle Learning Terrain 
40% Novice | 60% Intermediate
Affordable + Convenient  
Learn-to-Ski Packages for Kids  
as Young as 3 Years Old

Some of the Region’s  
Best Instructors 
Lift tickets start at $74 for 
adults and $44 for children 
ages 7-12

Yoga+Acupuncture+Massage

Osteopathic Medicine+Nutrition

Let us help you on  your path to wellness

A Center for Wellness in Truckee

20% off Acupuncture with Veronica

$25 off of Initial Nutrition Consultations

Holistic primary care and prolotherapy 

for injuries and illness

New Student Yoga  Special: 

$30 for 3 classes in 30 days

www.namastetruckee.com

New Moon Natural Foods  

TAHOE CITY 

100% Organic produce

ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE
75+ items

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers  &  over 100 wines

REMODELED & 
VASTLY EXPANDED

Tahoe City (530) 583-7426
505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426
11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS

We have 
what 

you’re 
looking for.

530.536.5400 530.536.5400 
9932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 961619932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 96161

www.lorienpowers.comwww.lorienpowers.com

Lorien Powers

Industrial Contemporary Designs

530.563.8191
10007 Bridge St. Suite C.

9932 Donner Pass Rd.
Truckee. CA. 96161
Lorienpowers.com

Lorien@lorienpowers.com

WW ’e’ve Moved!vvee MMoovveedd
Come visit us in ourvisit us in our
newly renovated space!
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Feb. 25
COMMUNITY | Join in Group Book Discussion
Read the book, Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor 
Noah, then join the Inclined to Read Book Club for a discussion. Refreshments 
will be served. Info: free, 10:30 a.m. to noon, Incline Village Library; events.
washoecountylibrary.us
 
Feb. 29 
COMMUNITY | Take a Polar Plunge

Gar Woods Grill & Pier and Bacardi USA are hosting the 32nd Annual Polar Bear 
Swim to celebrate Leap Day. Swimmers may sign up at Gar Woods or online. 
Enjoy complimentary appetizers following the swim, courtesy of Gar Woods Grill 
& Pier, as well as a raffle with many fabulous prizes. Info: $30 in advance, $35 on 
the day of the swim, 2:30 p.m., Carnelian Bay; garwoods.com/calendar.
 
OUTDOORS | Snow Camping 101
Join the Tahoe Rim Trail Association for Snow Camping 101 and learn how to approach 
your winter camping activities safely and comfortably. This two-tiered snow-camping 
course is designed for new or seasoned winter backcountry enthusiasts eager to learn 
how to upgrade their wilderness experience by learning the skills needed to success-
fully snow camp. Experienced TRTA guides will be there every step of the way to share 
with you the fundamentals of winter weather, trip planning, winter Leave No Trace 
principles, backcountry cooking, and staying warm. Participants are required to attend 
both the classroom and in-field sessions of this program, with the classroom portion 
scheduled for Feb. 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and the overnight field portion from 9:30 
a.m. on March 14 to 1 p.m. on March 15. Info: $150; tahoerimtrail.org 

 
March 9 to 14 
SPORTS | Junior XC National Championships
More than 400 of the country’s elite cross-country skiers and future Olympic hope-
fuls ages 14 to 19 will gather in March to compete in the 2020 Junior XC National 
Championships, presented by ASC Training Center in cooperation with U.S. Ski & 
Snowboard. Following opening ceremonies March 8 at Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows, 
races will be held March 9 through March 14 at the ASC Training Center on Donner 
Summit. Info: Soda Springs; xcjuniornationals2020.com
 
March 18 
COMMUNITY | Moonshine Ink’s Great Bingo Fundraiser

Are you ready for a wildly entertaining night? Please join the Moonshine Ink team 
at Alibi Ale Works Truckee Public House for an incredible evening of bingo, prizes, 
and beer. As Great Bingo Revival host Rusty Reams says, This ain’t your grandma’s 
bingo! We’re appealing to the community to help us keep independent news alive 
and thriving in Truckee/North Tahoe. So far, we have some amazing prizes from 
Jones Snowboards, Coalition Snow, Homewood Ski Resort, Diamond Peak, Tahoe 
City Golf Course, Tahoe Art Haus, and many more to come! Don’t miss out on 
this fun-filled opportunity to help us shine on! Info: free to enter, bingo boards to 
purchase from $1, 7 p.m.; moonshineink.com/tap-calendar. 

TAP CALENDAR
CALENDAR from p. 40

38th Annual SnowFest! – Feb. 28 to March 8 

Every spring since 1982, North Lake 
Tahoe comes alive with 10 fun-filled 
days and nights of mountain Mardi-
Gras. SnowFest! is a celebration of all 
things winter: community, snow, and 
braving the storm for what’s to come.

Packed with events and activities for 
all ages, this year’s SnowFest! will 

bring back annual favorites, along with 
a host of great new ones on and off 
the mountain. The festival has various 
lively events scattered around North 
Lake Tahoe, including fireworks, a 
parade, a hot wing-eating contest, 
and a snow sculpture contest. Join 
in the fun at North Tahoe’s award-
winning resorts and stunning lakeside 

neighborhoods — 
there’s something for 
everyone. 

Before we dive into the 
details of the events, 
let’s start with some his-
tory. Back in the spring 
of 1981, Bob Everson, 
then marketing director 
at Alpine Meadows, set 
up a meeting with the 
Tahoe City Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
Visitors and Convention 
Bureau. His idea was to 
establish a winter carni-
val hosted by the North 
Tahoe community for 
early March to foster 
more tourism for the 
early spring. In the early 
’80s, skiers (and the few 
fledgling snowboarders 
at the time) typically 
made their trips from 

December through February, missing 
out on a potentially huge snowpack 
available to ride in March.

As many mountain-town folks know, 
shoulder season can be a great time 
to breathe in the fresh air and live 
secure in the knowledge that you’ll 

always find a parking spot, but busi-
ness can struggle. Everson’s plan was 
to create more traffic throughout the 
season. After many meetings with the 
Tahoe City Chamber and various ski 
resorts, SnowFest! was established as 
an opportunity for locals and tourists 
alike to get out and celebrate Tahoe 
at its winter’s finest.

This year’s annual SnowFest! parade 
will take place on March 7 from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in downtown Kings 
Beach. The event brings upwards 
of 1,700 spectators and premieres 
entries from more than 30 local com-
munity organizations and businesses. 
Featuring costumes, floats, and live 
music, the parade is a perfect oppor-
tunity for family and friends. 

Other events include the Alaskan 
Open Snow Golf Tournament held at 
the Tahoe City Golf Course, a $1,000 
cash prize for this year’s winning Tahoe 
City parade entry, the Great Ski Race, 
an ice-carving competition, and a 
SnowFest! closing ceremony party. 

INFO: free, times of events vary, 
North Tahoe; tahoesnowfest.org

~ Molly Wilcox/Moonshine Ink 

GETGET
OUT & GO

SNOWFEST! PARADE: Bring your family and friends to celebrate creativity and your love for winter at the 
Snowfest! parade. Courtesy photo
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TAP CALENDAR

SIERRA 
N E VA D A 
UNIVERSITY

C O L L E G E  O F  E N T R E P R E N E U R I A L  L E A D E R S H I P

ENTREPRENEURS. 
LEADERS.
DOERS.

MADE HERE

Learn From Successful Leaders in  
Our Mentorship Program

Hands-On Classes Taught by  
Professionals in Their Fields

Job Readiness is Guaranteed

sierranevada.edu/visit | admissions@sierranevada.edu 
999 Tahoe Blvd, Incline Village, NV | 866-412-4636

VISIT OUR CAMPUS TODAY AND APPLY
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE 

LIMITED ENROLLMENT

TEDxUniversityofNevada returns to Reno with a full slate of engaging speakers 
and performers. With over 20 presenters — and more local lecturers than ever at 
11 total — the time is now to get your tickets to hear from a roster of folks with 
various areas of expertise, ranging from authors, filmmakers, and musicians to 
attorneys, entrepreneurs, foodies, and more.

Following in the vein of the world-renowned TED Talks, TEDx is a grassroots ini-
tiative that fosters the overall TED mission to research and discover “ideas worth 
spreading.” The goal of the TEDx program concept — with the “x” indicative 
of it being an independently organized event — is to bring together a program 
featuring speakers with more of a local rather than global nature.

“We don’t have an event theme, so topics are extremely varied,” event organizer 
Bret Simmons told Moonshine Ink in an email. “We looked for the 20 best ideas 
we could find and then challenge[d] our speakers to prepare and deliver their 
best ever short talk for us … Artificial intelligence, fermented foods, learning to 
fly, leadership, and parenting are just some of the topics covered.”

Simmons said his team ran an open call for speaker proposals in June and July of 
2019. They received over 180 proposals from all over the world. A committee of 
five team members selected the 20 best ideas.

“We were looking for great ideas and not necessarily experienced speakers,” 
Simmons said, whose enthusiasm for the event and the speakers they’ve selected 
shines through. “I’m excited for them all! Patrick Lencioni is one of the best 
speakers I’ve ever seen and he will be here with a talk on teamwork. We have 
a guy from Kentucky who owns a bourbon distillery and he will discuss how 
changes to the environment might affect your whiskey in the future.”

With 2020 marking the eighth TEDxUniversityofNevada, the event has grown 
from its humble beginning (the first was held in a 220-seat theater) to attracting 
1,700 attendees.

“It’s one of the best TEDx events in the country and it’s right here in Reno,” 
Simmons said. “The videos of our talks now combine for over 60 million views on 
YouTube, so talks delivered and recorded right here have spread influential ideas 
all over the world.”

Seating is limited. Tickets are $100 for general admission; a discount is available 
for groups of 10 or more. Student tickets are $30 and may be purchased at the 
Wolf Shop on the University of Nevada, Reno campus.

“Anyone who comes with an open mind will leave with a new perspective on the 
importance and power of ideas,” Simmons said. “TED’s theme is ‘ideas worth 
spreading’ and we think our attendees will leave with plenty of new ideas that 
they will want to discuss with friends, family, and colleagues.”

INFO: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., tedxuniversityofnevada.org 
 
~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink 

TEDxUniversityofNevada 
Feb. 29, Reno Convention Center 

GETGET
OUT & GO

NATIVE SPEAKER: Born and raised in Reno and a two-time Olympic gold-medalist, 
freestyle skier David Wise was a presenter at TEDxUniversityofNevada in 2019. 
Courtesy photo
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Delivering Life-Saving Meals 
& Warm Smiles

The man standing in the doorway, 
sporting a bathrobe and holding a 
plastic bag of chicken noodle soup 
and a banana, peered out onto his 
porch at the small group of people 
clustered there.

“Are you playing your—” he began.

“Bagpipes? Yeah,” said Ty Eidam, 
one of two Meals on Wheels deliv-
ery drivers to Kings Beach each 
Wednesday.

“Still driving her nuts?” Danny 
continued, a twinkle in his eye as he 
glanced at Ty’s wife, Michelle, nearby 
on the porch.

“She puts her headphones on,” Ty 
chuckled.

“You do it every time you want to do 
it,” said Danny, granting  Ty permis-
sion to play.

Michelle jumped in. “Woah, woah, 
woah!” she laughed. “Whose side 
are you on here?”

Danny was stone-faced, though 
his mischief was infectious 
through the facade. “I’m on his 
side.”

He then turned to me, his voice 
scratchy in a pleasant way. “Let me 

tell you, these two guys right here, 
that young lady and this guy, I love 
them to death. Every Wednesday, it’s 
like, ‘Oh, my kids are coming.’”

Back in the car, Ty and Michelle, 
both retired fire captains from 
Sacramento Metro Fire District, 
swap facts about Danny’s life: His 
father was a doctor who spoke eight 
languages and died when Danny was 
young; he’s a vet who taught himself 
Spanish to be able to communicate 
with those in the nursery he 
worked in.

Since March of 2019, the 
Eidams have pieced together 
the backgrounds of those they 
serve through Sierra Senior 
Services, the local Meals on 
Wheels provider, over the 
course of many visits. The 
program provides home-
delivered meals to seniors 
living independently in the 
North Tahoe community five 
days a week, with the option 
for frozen weekend meals. 
Moonshine staff joined the fray on a 
mid-January Wednesday, hovering on 
the sidelines as Ty and Michelle made 
the rounds.

Each weekday, drivers spread out 
across Truckee, Squaw Valley and 
Alpine Meadows, Kings Beach, Tahoe 
City and the West Shore, and Incline 
Village/Crystal Bay with a different 
meal in tow — anything from white 
turkey chili to shrimp stir fry. The 200 

daily miles undertaken by the volun-
teers fan out over two states and three 
counties.

And for many of the Meals on Wheels 
recipients, the food is nice, but the 
company is better. 

“I think I almost like the people that 
deliver it better than everything else,” 
said Keith from the comfort of his 
front-room couch, Lake Tahoe spar-
kling happily through the window.

“We like the volunteers very much, very 
cordial,” echoed Tally, a self-described 
“cougar” for being a woman in her 
90s married to Keith, who’s in his 80s. 
Keith and Tally have been part of the 
meal delivery for at least two years now.

In fact, the pair recently cemented why 
Michelle and Ty commit to volunteer-
ing on a regular basis. After gifting the 
senior couple a Christmas card, the 

TALLY AND KEITH regularly invite Michelle and Ty Eidam 
inside their home on delivery days. The two couples 
exchanged words about pets, Mexico, and Keith’s adoration 
for Moonshine’s October issue cover. Photo by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink

Meals on Wheels provides food and 
friendliness to North Tahoe seniors

DANNY happily receives his Wednesday dose of Meals on Wheels, a delivery service to independent 
seniors in the Truckee/North Lake Tahoe area. Ty Eidam, right, and his wife are the Wednesday Kings 
Beach drivers. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink
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Eidams arrived at the Kings Beach 
condo shortly after the holidays to a 
warm reception.

“They said they were going to keep 
our card forever because it meant 
so much to them, and they gave us 
back a card that said, ‘We wait for 
Wednesdays every week. It’s a high 
point,’” Michelle said. “That is exactly 
why we do it. We love them, too.”

(That’s not to say every single 
recipient is as welcoming; there are 
a few who prefer to take the food 
and quickly shut the door, avoiding 
extended niceties.)

Regardless, participating in the 
program has been eye-opening 
to Michelle and Ty, providing an 
understanding of what resources are 
out there for seniors, though they 
believe Meals on Wheels is something 
extra-special.

“You get a great meal, but there’s 
something so much more powerful 
with someone who comes by with a 
smile,” Michelle said between the 12 
deliveries on our ride-along.

Meals on Wheels isn’t a low-income 
program, and Sierra Senior Services 
Executive Director Sharon Romack 
wants that point made clearly: “It’s 
based on medical need,” she told 
Moonshine Ink. “If you know of 
someone, if you think your neighbor 
could benefit, we’re interested to 
hear about them.”

To be eligible for the food delivery, 
Sierra Senior Services has a list 
of guidelines including that the 
senior must be lacking in two or 
more areas of “Activities of Daily 
Living:” bathing, toileting, dressing, 
eating, or transferring and stand-
ing for lengthy periods; and it also 
takes other medical concerns into 
consideration.

Bruce — who rocks skull belt 
buckles and has an affinity for garlic 
bread, of which Michelle and Ty 
always try to nab a loaf for him from 
the pile of SaveMart donations back 
at Sierra Senior Services headquar-
ters — has received meal deliveries 
for over a decade now. 

He gets two meals a day and frozen 
weekend meals on Friday; the 
Eidams explained it’s basically his 
only source of food.

“Without them I would starve to 
death, big time,” Bruce said.

Meals on Wheels relies on money 
from roughly 30% government fund-
ing (both state and federal), 40% 
fundraising, and 30% grants. Only a 
small part of the program’s funding 
is garnered from Meals on Wheels 

recipients, who are kindly asked for 
a $5 contribution per meal, though 
it’s not mandatory.

“We depend a lot on the kindness 
of the community because we don’t 
get enough from the government 
funding,” explained executive direc-
tor Sharon. “If someone can’t afford 
to be on the program, we still feed 
them. We don’t turn anyone down. 
If they want to contribute, that’s 
great but it’s never a requirement.”

In reality, the donation money 
received shakes out to about $1 per 
meal, though to get a meal to some-
one in Kings Beach, for example, it 
costs around $7. Thus, government 
funds, grants, and extra fundraising 
efforts are needed to make up the 
difference.

Sharon said she hopes to talk local 
and state government officials 
into upcoming Meals on Wheels 
ride-alongs to show the need for 
additional funding. As things stand, 
the program receives no money 
directly from the Town of Truckee, 
Tahoe City, or Incline Village.

The local Meals on Wheels chapter 
doesn’t have a waiting list for 
wannabe participants at this time; in 
fact, Sharon said they’re about 50 to 
60 people away from capacity.

“If there’s a need of someone’s being 
released from the hospital and has 
no one and isn’t able to get their 
own food, we make sure they’ve got 
a Meals on Wheels person there the 
next day,” she said. “As long as the 
need is there medically, we’ll make 
room for them.” 

MICHELLE AND TY Eidam, former fire 
captains with Sacramento Metro, began 
volunteering for Sierra Senior Services in 
March 2019. Michelle discovered the Meals 
on Wheels volunteer program after seeing 
a Subaru commercial about it on TV. Photo 
by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

A LOAF OF GARLIC BREAD 
is the way to Bruce’s heart. 
The Wednesday Meals 
on Wheels delivery team 
regularly includes a loaf 
of the bread with Bruce’s 
meals. He assured all 
present that he wasn’t, in 
fact, a vampire. Photo by 
Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

WINTER GREENS DELIVERY BRINGS THE FINEST-
GROWN LEGAL CANNABIS RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
Browse our website to learn more or submit your order today.

wintergreensdelivery.com 
(530) 562 - 7017     orders@wintergreensdelivery.com

10%
OFF

FIRST-TIME CUSTOMERS GET

THEIR ORDERS!

™ Wanna 
make 

it snow?
Like us on...
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In mid-February, the spirit of 
St. Valentine’s Day inundates 
our social landscape, 
turning our attention to 
matters of the heart. This is 
the province of Venus, the 
planet of love, bonding, and 
beauty. On Feb. 10, however, 
Venus is challenged by a 

conjunction to Chiron in the second degree 
of Aries. Chiron is an asteroid and carries 
the archetype of the “wounded healer.” It 
exposes our deepest pains, but also shows 
us how to learn from these injuries. In the 
fire sign of Aries, Venus conjunct Chiron may 
feel like a case of emotional heartburn. This 
combination reveals how we have sacrificed 
our self-identity to be accepted by others. True 
love, of course, can only be found when we are 
unapologetically authentic and honest about 
our needs. Meanwhile, Mercury (in charge of 
mind and communication) approaches Neptune 
before stationing retrograde in Pisces on Feb. 
17, confounding our ability to communicate. 
While rational explanations remain out of reach, 
tapping into our inner poet during this time 
allows a different way to express our feelings. 
Later on, a romantic surprise may be in store for 
us when Venus conjuncts Uranus in early March!

Astrology |Astrology |

In the last two installments, 
we established our bearings 
on two circumpolar 
asterisms — the Big Dipper, 
part of the Ursa Major (big 
bear) constellation, and 
the “W” pattern within the 
constellation Cassiopeia. 
Now we will use these two 

stellar formations to find the central star of 
the northern sky: Polaris, aka the North Star. 
First, locate the outer two stars of the bowl of 
the Big Dipper, draw a line between them and 
extend it outward. Next, locate the center peak 
of the “W” in Cassiopeia and follow that line. 
Polaris lies approximately where these two lines 
intersect. Polaris is the tip of the handle of the 
Little Dipper asterism, which in turn is part of 
the constellation Ursa Minor (little bear). As 
we discussed, the Big Dipper and Cassiopeia 
rotate around the North Star each day, but 
the North Star itself stays in a relatively fixed 
position, located above the Earth’s North Pole 
and axis point. Because these stars are always 
visible to us at this latitude, they can act as a 
guide to show us our direction as well as a way 
to estimate the time. By observing the relative 
positions of the Big Dipper and Cassiopeia 
throughout the night, we can learn to read their 
movements like the hands of a clock.

Astronomy |Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is yoga teacher and 
astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake 
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at 
facebook.com/astronotions. 

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the numbers 1 to 
9; each column must contain the number 
1 to 9; and each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN  
THE OPINION SECTION.

CAN YOU GUESS 
WHAT THIS IS?

Email quiz@moonshineink.com  
with answer for a chance to  
win a month’s gym membership to 
Performance Training Center.

LAST MONTH: We asked you to guess 
the object in a macro image.

ANSWER: Sand

WINNER: Sage Sauerbrey, Montana

S T A R S
THE

C R O S S W O R D By Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Easy  |  Edited by Margie E. Burke
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We have questions. 
For you. 
We need answers.
From you.

Do you like to puzzle? Do you enjoy this page? What do you love, 
what don’t you like? Do you want this page to keep coming? If so, 
are you up for sponsoring it and having the only ad on this page? 
Email your feedback to quiz@moonshineink.com. 

WE’RE PUZZLED
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Parting Shot
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‘Stellars Jay”  12x12

Kendel Leslie

acrylic on panel

‘Tahoe Collection” 12x12

J. Luca Stevens

sailcloth, umbrella cloth, marine 
vinyl, india ink  on panel

“Mt Shady (blue)”  12x12

Chris Crossen

water color on paper on panel

“Honey Girl” 12x12

Tina Mokuau

acrylic and art resin on panel

Riverside Studios in downtown Truckee held its 10th annual CR Johnson Memorial Lion 
Heart Art Show on Feb. 7. Works created by local artists were featured on the artist’s choice 
of medium on either 4-inch-by-2-foot skis or a 12-by-12-inch panel of wood. Proceeds from 
the sale of the artwork were donated to the CR Johnson Healing Center, a program service of 
the nonprofit High Fives Foundation, which provides resources for athletes in recovery from 
outdoor-sports-related injuries. Johnson’s sister Kahlil is a co-owner of the studio, which will 
sell any remaining works through the end of February. 



TahoeTruckeeTransit.com – Text “TART” to 24587 
Take the North Lake Tahoe Express: Daily airport shuttle from 5:30am–midnight. NorthLakeTahoeExpress.com | (866) 216-5222 

FREE Park and Ride 
Weekends | President’s Day 

FREE to/from Squaw Valley and Northstar California

From area Park and Ride lots 

January 2020:   4–5, 11–12, 18–19, 25–26 

February 2020: 1–2, 8-9, 15–17, 22–23, 29 

March 2020:  1, 7–8, 14–15, 21–22, 28–29

Go to TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for Park and Ride details. 

FREE Daily Regional Routes 

Hourly service on Highway 267 and Highway 89 to/from 

Truckee. Extended 30-minute service through April 6 to: 

Crystal Bay, Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, Carnelian Bay,  

Tahoe City, Squaw Valley, and Northstar.
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TAHOE TRUCKEE AREA
REGIONAL TRANSIT
WINTER 2020 BUS SERVICES

FREE North Shore and  
NEW Truckee Night Service! 
NEW this winter night service extends to Truckee until 

11pm with North Shore routes extended until 2am.  

Enjoy a night out on the town within Tahoe City, Tahoe 

Vista, Kings Beach, Crystal Bay, Northstar, Squaw Valley 

and Truckee! 
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NOW FREE! 
Just hop on the bus. 




