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If you’re going to Ski Tahoe
You should really See Tahoe

Purchase online: DiamondPeak.com

$84ADULT
TICKETs
starting at KIDS 6 & UNDER

SKI FREE

community-owned & stoke certified • Diamond Peak recently became the first ski resort in Lake Tahoe to become 
STOKE Certified. Criteria involved achieving best practices in snowmaking, interpretation, waste diversion, and community 
development. Learn about STOKE Certified on our website or attend a free guided tour to learn about the plant and animal life 
that flourishes within the ski area’s boundaries, sustainability efforts, the history of the resort, of Incline Village and Lake Tahoe.

stoke mountain tours - Jan 11, Feb 8, Mar 7 @ 10:30am
(Must be an intermediate skier or snowboarder and have a valid lift ticket or season pass to participate)
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www.TahoeDaves.com

TAHOE 
CITY

590/600 N. Lake Blvd., 
Tahoe City, CA 96145

530-583-6415

TRUCKEE 
DOWNTOWN
10200 Donner Pass Rd., 

Truckee, CA 96161
530-582-0900

TRUCKEE 
WEST

12047 Donner Pass Rd., 
Truckee, CA 96161

530-536-3407

KINGS 
BEACH

8299 N. Lake Blvd., 
Kings Beach, CA 96143
530-546-5800

SQUAW 
VALLEY

3039 Highway 89, 
Olympic Valley, CA 96146
530-583-5665

SKI & SNOWBOARD RENTALS

Easy Access for Rentals & Returns
Right Off Highway 80 in the Sears Outlet Mall

WE’RE EXCITED 
TO ANNOUNCE 

OUR

TRUCKEE 
LOCATION!

PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM

WAYS TO PLAY 
Downhill Ski Resort 
Cross Country Ski Center
Snowplay Sledding + Tubing Center

PLAY UP AN APPETITE?
The Lodge Restaurant & Pub

Alder Creek Cafe
Two other winter dining options

SO MANY  
WAYS TO PLAY
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6  | Safety First
Resorts are known for looking to swell their visitor 
numbers each year, but they’re with the CHP all the 
way when it comes to their riders’ safety.

10  |  Beat the Blues this Winter 
Navigating life is tough, and the “winter blues” make 
it tougher, but there are ways to cope.  

12  |  Space It Up!
Tricks of the natural light

M O U N T A I N  L I F EM O U N T A I N  L I F E

14  |  Snowflake Stories
Become a citizen scientist by uploading your flake 
photos.

16  |  Beanie Bums 
What does your beanie style say about you?

19  |  Locals to Visitors: Let’s Talk.
Craig Rowe has lived in Tahoe long enough to have a 
few good pointers to those passing through, as well 
as advice for locals to be good hosts.

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R SS P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S

21  |  Resorts 2019 in Numbers
Ski California brings you statistics from their 
participating resorts for last season. 

22  |  Different Slopes for Different Folks 
We all have our reasons for skiing our favorite 
mountain. 

25  |  What’s Up on the Hill? 
The tricky task of expanding mountain access around 
Lake Tahoe

27  |  Slediquette
Let’s play nice, kids: Best practices for a safe and 
happy sled day in Tahoe

T A P  C A L E N D A RT A P  C A L E N D A R

29  |  Winter Wonder-vents  
Your guide food, music, festivals, and more

32  |  Get Out & Go
Alpenglow speaker series: speakers from the summits 

35  |  Get Out & Go
Snowshoe the day away with guided tours offered 
around Tahoe

S O U L  K I T C H E NS O U L  K I T C H E N

36  |  Après Ski
Post-hill happy hours throughout the area

Y O U R  C A N V A SY O U R  C A N V A S

38  |  Snowpocalypse ‘19 
Reader-submitted photos tell the story of last year’s 
deep winter. 

Welcome to Tahoe Winter Times, brought to you by Moonshine Ink. 

In these pages, read about how CHP and the ski resorts handle the tension between 
masses of visitors and winter driving safety, ways to bring natural light into your home 
during the snow season, best ways to beat the winter blues, how to navigate the myriad 
resorts in the area, and how to practice good “slediquette.” You’ll also delve into the 
science of snowflakes, learn how to match beanie styles with your steeze, and more. With 
our comprehensive TAP calendar of events like live music, Tahoe Winter Times is your go-
to guide for all things winter.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  –  A P R I L  2 0 2 0

C o n t r i b u t o r s

Tahoe Winter Times is a winter 
publication published by Moonshine 
Ink. Join us next winter! Send us ideas at 
editors@moonshineink.com. Get your ad in, 
email sales@moonshineink.com. 

Printed with soy inks on recycled paper.  
Stay up to date at moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

It’s taken ALEX HOEFT a few years to 
adapt to the snowy mountains and Tahoe 
lifestyle (she grew up in Las Vegas, after 
all), but she’s finally doing it. Alex has 
worked as a news reporter for Moonshine 
since May 2019 (check out her story on 
p. 6) and spends much of her free time 
reading (book recommendations welcome 
any day of the week).

MOLLY WILCOX has been a Moonshiner 
for over a year. When she’s not putting 
together the TAP calendars each month, 
she’s crafting articles she’s passionate 
about, booking bands for Tiny Porch 
Concerts, and exploring the beautiful 
mountains she now calls home. Read her 
collection of après ski deals, p. 36. 

MIKE ENGLISH has been drawing Shine 
On cartoons for Moonshine Ink since 
February 2016. He considers the paper 
part of the fabric of Truckee that drew them 
here 10 years ago. It’s an honor for Mike to 
contribute, but he insists that what he does 
is far less important than reader support of 
the paper. See his Shine On, p. 24. 

CRAIG C. ROWE moved to Truckee 
from the biggest of all tourist towns, Las 
Vegas. His opinions are his own, but likely 
shared by others. He and his wife Karen 
have been married 16 years and Ranger 
their dog has been around for four of 
them. See Craig’s stories, p. 19 and 22.

O N  T H E  C O V E R
TAHOE CITY SERENITY

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  
Commons beach is often 
photographed in the summer, but 
there’s something calming about the 
blankets of snow that create a cap 
and a hush over the bustling little lake 
port town in the winter. Here we have 
the Ink’s version of The Beatles’ White 
Album in simple, pure, fresh Tahoe 
snow tones. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST  |  
Wade Snider was raised in Southern 
Virginia, where school was closed 
for 2-3 inches of snow. He grew 
up playing Mario Kart on N64 and 
blowing things up with fireworks. At 
23, he figured that he was too old to 
play with fire, and moved out west.  
He’s been taking pictures ever since. 
If you listen closely, you can hear him 
yelling “you won’t do it” at you from 
the chairlift, when in fact he probably 
wouldn’t either, but it makes him feel 
good about himself.

t a b l e  o f  c o n t e n t s

Publishing  
& Advertising
Mayumi Elegado 

Advertising 
Nina Miller

Graphic 
Designers
Mayumi Elegado 
Sarah Miller

Writers
Juliana Demarest
Le’a Gleason 
Alex Hoeft
Becca Loux
Sarah Miller
Craig C. Rowe
Wade Snider
Molly Wilcox

Artists
Mike English
Sarah Miller 
Wade Snider
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Squaw Valley
March 27-29, 2020

+  20  MORE  BANDS ,  20  BREWER IES  
&  FREE  BEER  TAST INGS  

FROM 2-5  EVERYDAY

League to Save Lake Tahoe

Whether you’re visiting for the 
first time, or have roots that go 
back generations, we’re all part of 
the Lake Tahoe community. 

And we all have a role to play in 
preserving the Lake we love.

Since 1957, the League to Save 
Lake Tahoe has been protecting 
our Jewel of the Sierra. Our work 
is only possible with your help 
and generosity.

Whatever brought you here, 
together we can Keep Tahoe Blue.

For your time, energy and support

�����������������
���������

DONATE | SHOP | GET INVOLVED
keeptahoeblue.org 

530.541.5388
2608 Lake Tahoe Boulevard

South Lake Tahoe

Thank you

���������������������
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If a fresh layer of snow 
forms at a ski resort and no 
one’s around to shred it, did 
it even fall?

The answer over 2019’s 
Presidents’ Day weekend 
in the Tahoe area was a 
resounding yes. Throughout 
the Basin, the snow was 
so deep that even plows 
couldn’t drive. A normal 
hour-and-20-minute drive 
from Placerville to South 
Lake turned into a 10- to 
15-hour drive due to the 
volume of snow (over 9 feet 
in some places) and periodic 
road closures for avalanche 
control.

California Highway Patrol 

begged people to stay home 
on the internet version of a 
bended knee: all caps. “To 
repeat what we have said all 
week, if you don’t absolutely 
have to go, then don’t. STAY 
HOME PLEASE,” wrote 
CHP’s Placerville division on 
its Facebook page.

And still the cars came, 
determined to holiday in 
Tahoe, yielding overcrowded 
mountain towns, a lack of 
restrooms, and skiers and 
snowboarders taking to the 
streets for recreation. 

Now it’s 2019/20’s turn to 
become a winter wonder-
land, and while ski resorts 
have opened to eagerly wait-
ing crowds, the impact of 
major snowstorms on travel 

is in the back of everyone’s 
minds, resorts included.

Our first taste of snowy 
winter gridlock came over 
Thanksgiving, seven days 
during which up to 6 feet of 
snow fell on North Tahoe 
resorts, and chain control 
and snow-related accident 
traffic gave us a preview of 
the days to come. Squaw 
Valley Alpine Meadows over 
in Olympic Valley doesn’t 
want your money at the risk 
of your life. Despite the 
ideal of receiving snow at its 
ski resort, Liesl Hepburn, 
public relations director at 
Squaw Alpine, emphasized 
the need for safe journeys to 
the resort in order to ski or 
snowboard in the first place.

“Getting stuck on the roads 
or in an accident is not 
the way we want people 
to interact with the moun-
tains,” Hepburn explained in 
an email to Moonshine Ink. 
“That’s why, when we hit a 
severe weather pattern that 
impacts travel, you’ll see us 
switch modes to make sure 
our guests are getting the 
information they need to 
make decisions: travel and 
road conditions, parking, lift 
and terrain closures, weather 
conditions.”

Mike Pierce with Mount 
Rose Ski Tahoe encour-
ages being informed above 
all else when it comes to 
extreme winter conditions, 
referencing resources like 

TO SNOW OR NOT TO SNOW, THAT IS THE QUESTION

AGENCIES, RESORTS PRIORITIZE SAFETY OVER RECREATING DURING WINTER WEATHER

ALERTING TAHOE: Should one of the major roads feeding the Tahoe Basin need to be closed, Caltrans sends an email alert specific to ski resorts in the 
area to help them communicate the information to their inbound and outbound travelers. Photo courtesy Caltrans District 3

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

See RESORTS AND CHP p. 8
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REACH 33,000+ READERS

SEND US STORY IDEAS
editors@moonshineink.com

JOIN US NEXT WINTER

WITH MOONSHINE INK'S SPECIAL WINTER EDITION 
ON SHELVES DECEMBER THROUGH APRIL

GET YOUR AD IN! sales@moonshineink.com
moonshineink.com  |  (530) 587-3607

OPEN NOW ON SELECT NIGHTS
AT THE CEDAR HOUSE SPORT HOTEL

530.582.5655
Innovative     Sustainable     Locally Sourced
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nvroads.com and Caltrans 
for road condition guidance. 
But resorts aren’t going to 
make the decisions for users, 
whether it be an average 
storm day or more extreme 
conditions.

“We don’t say go or no go,” 
Pierce said. “That’s the user’s 
choice.”

The link between skiing 
and safety is reflected in 
the policies and approach 
of CHP. Officer Andrew 
Brown, public information 
officer for CHP Placerville, 
said safety takes precedence 
during winter conditions.

“It’s definitely tricky,” Brown 
said. “We don’t ever want 
to discourage commerce 
from happening in the state 
of California, but safety 
is our goal. Life and limb 
always take priority over 
commerce. If we can make 
commerce occur, we will, but 
we have to take safety into 
consideration.”

Caltrans helps tag-team 
the push for safety among 
motorists on wintry 
California roads. Raquel 
Borrayo, public information 
officer for Caltrans District 
3, emphasized the benefits 
of the partnership between 
agencies in advance of 
and during a winter storm 
in her conversation with 
Moonshine.

“If we’re looking at the 
weather and the snow’s 
coming down and the 
highways are collecting with 
snow faster than we can 
manage, or the conditions 

are whiteout,” Borrayo said, 
“we’re speaking with each 
other as agencies that are 
charged with keeping the 
public safe.”

Then comes the Caltrans 
traffic alert, recommending 
to people that they not 
travel during a specific time, 
or, at the very least, inviting 
travelers to consider the 
types of weather they could 
encounter on the roads.

“We can give people as 
much warning as we can, 
but ultimately it’s up to 
them to make those smart 
decisions as motorists and 
licensed drivers,” Borrayo 
said. “At the end of the 
day, we want everyone to 
get where they’re going 
safely.”

Of course, the destina-
tion needs to be open 
and accessible, too. If the 
weather’s bad on roads 
going to Tahoe resorts, 
it’s a similar story up top: 
100 mph winds and 6 feet 
of snow on summit roads 
means all that snowpack 

piling on top of “every 
last chairlift chair, parking 
spot, and pathway,” wrote 
Squaw Alpine’s Hepburn.

“Like our local agencies, 
we are the experts at 
getting our operations 
open safely, and this can 
take time,” she continued. 
“Generally, if there [are] 
delays or closures on the 
roads, you can expect a 
similar story at the resort.”

Winter 2019 wasn’t as 
bad compared to previous 
winters in terms of road 
closures. It’s really how wet 
the winter is that determines 
how much time is spent with 
roads closed, and how many 
roads are affected.

“Obviously the ’16/’17 
winter was a doozy,” 
Brown said. “We had 
both [Interstate] 80 and 
[Highway] 50 shut down 
for a time that winter. 
But this last year didn’t 
so much compare to that. 
But there [were] a couple 
of, let’s say, perfectly 
timed storms … they were 

definitely well-timed in a 
bad way.”

Hepburn said that winter was 
hectic for the resort as well, 
describing it as “parked out” 
40 days that season — full 
lots, meaning cars were 
turned away. It was a lesson 
to be learned, and the resort 
has since improved its snow 
removal systems and the flow 
of parking areas, established 
additional free carpool park-
ing, and introduced a shuttle 
to downsize the number of 
cars on access roads.

“We’ve also doubled-
down on communicating 
transportation, road, and 
parking updates through 
all of our possible chan-
nels,” Hepburn wrote in 
her email. Because of 
the changes, the 2018/19 
season saw only six parked 
out days.

Caltrans’s suggestion for 
the best look-ahead at 
traveling to, from, or within 
the Tahoe Basin during 
the winter is utilizing its 
QuickMap app — “really 
one of the best resources 
for what’s happening on 
our highways,” as Borrayo 
put it. 

QuickMap provides real-
time traffic information 
for its users, including 
traffic speed, road closures, 
and camera snapshots of 
conditions. Soon-to-come 
updates to the app include 
push notifications letting 
travelers know of imminent 
closures on roadways — 
helpful to those who may 
or may not want to extend 
their trip. 

DUMBER-ER ON THE ROADS: The California Highway Patrol office out 
of Placerville shared snarky social media posts, educating drivers of wintry 
conditions during Presidents’ Day weekend in 2019. Image courtesy CHP 
Placerville

RESORTS AND CHP from p. 6
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Visit MoonshineInk.com/Tiny-Porch

Be sure to check out our wildly 
popular music video series!

WE DO TOO.

Do you believe in the 
power of music?

The 
Rainbow Girls
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Inevitably, Lake Tahoe’s 
summer has come to 

its conclusion. The aspen 
leaves have migrated to their 
winter home in the soil, 
hibernating until the spring. 
The bears dig through our 
trash, ignoring the gentle 
lullaby of their biological 
calling, impatiently beck-
oning them to succumb 
to their natural, sleepy 
slumber. 

The siren song that nature 
sings as each season changes 
is also luring us inside to 

enjoy the cozy crackling 
of the fireplace, which we 
bring to roaring life earlier 
and earlier each day. As the 
sun drops with increasing 
urgency behind the towering 
pass, and the sharp wind 
infiltrates our sweaters, 
some people begin to feel a 
certain sadness creep into 
their psyche. Some feel it in 
their knees, some feel it in 
their souls. Is there a way 
to cope with these winter 
blues? Even in Tahoe? Yes. 
Stop complaining.  

They say you can make a 
plant healthier just by think-
ing good thoughts about it, 
so first things first: think 
positive. Perspective shapes 
our reality. Rather than 
thinking, “Oh no, it’s dark 
so early. This is miserable,” 
flip the script and instead 
think, “I’m going to go to 
bed on time and start tomor-
row early!” Rather than, 
“Shucks, I can’t mountain 
bike after work and post 
about it on Instagram,” how 
about thinking, “Wow, I’m 

going to use this time to get 
my shit together and stop 
running from my problems 
with extreme sports.” 

Get more sun. The amount 
of sun we are exposed to not 
only regulates our biological 
clock, but also maintains 
our serotonin and melatonin 
levels, whatever that means. 
If you’re basically an inden-
tured servant to a stuffy 
office and sun exposure is 
out of the question, brighten 
up your environment. Open 
your blinds, sit close to the 

STORY & PHOTOS BY WADE SNIDER

BEATING THE WINTER
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window, poke a hole in 
your cubicle, or buy one of 
those artificial light boxes 
from Amaz— … a local 
vendor. If none of that is 
possible, eat some vitamin 
D pills and hope for the 
best.

Whether the sun is out 
or not, walk around the 
block, smell the air, and 
feel the breeze. Be one 
with the cold. We were all 
gifted the ability to experi-
ence our environment, so 
make the most of it. Go 
out with friends. Find a 
new hobby. According 
to the thrilling slew of 
articles vying for a good 
ranking on Google, uphill 
skiing is hot. Personally, I 
think it looks super boring 
and tiresome, but who 
knows, I might try it on a 
cloudy day after I run out 
of my vitamin D pills.

Speaking of uphill skiing, 
another good way to beat 
the winter blues is to get 
plenty of 
exercise. 
I get it, 
going to 
the gym 
at 5 in 
the after-
noon 
when it 
is com-
pletely 
dark outside is not the 
most enticing activity, but 
they say that 30 minutes 
of exercise per day keeps 
the doctor away. You 
know what else keeps the 
doctor away? Meditation. 
Personally I can’t do it, but 
I hear it’s like the “think-

ing about the plant thing” 
discussed earlier. 

I can joke about the winter 
blues because I feel the 
winter blues. Darkness and 

I don’t 
work well 
together. 
There are 
enough 
things 
out there 
that have 
the ability 
to bring 
us down, 
from social 

media envy to injuries to 
general life happenings. Life 
is chaos. One thing that is 
for certain, at least for the 
time being, however, is the 
cold, dark winters we get to 
enjoy here in Tahoe. Since 
we can’t change it, let’s make 
the most of it. YOLO. 

It is important to note that the 

“winter blues” are different 

from the more serious condition, 

Seasonal Affective Disorder 

(SAD), which can be a more 

urgent and serious condition. 

If you feel that you may be 

experiencing symptoms of SAD 

or other mental health issues, 

please contact your local health 

care services. If you’re experienc-

ing thoughts of suicide, contact 

the National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.

TahoeAdventureCompany.com  |  530-913-9212
GROUP & CORPORATE OUTINGS  +  TEAMBUILDING

• Full Moon & Sunset 
   Snowshoe Tours
• Snowshoe Star Tours 
• Daily Snowshoe Tours

Give the Gi�  
of Adventure!

Tahoe Adventure CompanyTahoe Adventure Company
Inspiring High Sierra Adventures

Redeemable for 
Tours & Rentals
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SPACE IT UP!
By Becca Loux

USE WHAT USE WHAT 
YOUR SPACES YOUR SPACES 

GAVE YOUGAVE YOU
Interior tricks of 
the natural light

WHAT ARE ALL THOSE MOUNTAINS FOR, if not to look at through huge windows? But not every Tahoe/Truckee-ite is blessed with windows like these. 
Here are some ways to maximize your natural light throughout the winter, regardless of your home’s window game. alenkasm/bigstockphoto.com

We live in the sunny and 
spectacular Sierra. Who 
wouldn’t want big windows 
and open interior spaces, 
allowing streams of golden, 
dappled light to reach 
every nook and cranny? 
Yet we don’t always have 
a say in the infrastructure 
of our homes. Many of us 
mountain-dwellers in Tahoe/
Truckee are renting in the 
context of a housing crisis, 
or don’t have the resources 
to expand opportunities for 
sunshine to brighten up cold 
winter days. 

What it comes down to is 
not every home is perfectly 
designed with passive solar 
sun-capturing techniques to 
maximize natural lighting. 

So what can you do as 
snow season looms on the 
horizon to maximize the 

light you do get, despite 
whether your homes passes 
the passive solar 
test? Turns out, 
there’s a bunch 
of creative “tricks 
of the light” you can use 
inside and outside to catch 
all the rays you can, even as 
you sit warm on the couch 
with your novel and hot 
chocolate. Here are six sug-
gestions that caught my eye:

☀1 Do you have a porch, 
a balcony, or any 

backyard space? Rig yourself 
a sun-catching GARDEN 
BAUBLE to reflect the light. 
Set it up near a window or 
glass door and enjoy the 
company of tiny rainbows 
dancing all over the room as 
you wash dishes or eat your 
breakfast. Eye-catching 
outdoor artwork has the 
added benefit of attracting 

helpful pollinators in the 
spring, while reflecting both 

sun and snow 
in winter. My 
personal 
favorites are 

also designed to be in 
constant motion, so they act 
as a sort of wind gauge as a 
bonus.

☀2 Mirror, mirror, bring 
me light; I want my 

home nice and naturally 
bright. MIRRORS placed 
strategically in common 
spaces can be a fun way to 
show off a beautiful painting 
or sculpture or favorite 
house plant in two places at 
once. They can also help 
improve the natural light in 
your home when placed 
directly across from a 
window by reflecting the 
sunlight. And we’re not just 
talking wall mirrors here; 

look for artwork and furni-
ture that incorporate 
metallic, reflective surfaces.

☀3 SUN FENG SHUI: A 
roughly 6,000-year-

old Chinese concept about 
how the placement of 
furniture and construction of 
a building can affect happi-
ness, abundance, and 
harmony, feng shui can also 
be applied to maximizing 
natural light in the home. 
For example, my bedroom is 
blessed to have large sliding 
glass doors and no shortage 
of natural light. But my bed 
was situated so that I didn’t 
typically wake up with a view 
outside. Since then, I’ve 
shuffled around my desk, 
bookshelf, and bed so that 
now I can catch the sunrise 
as the first thing I open my 
eyes to each morning. I start 
the day on, ahem, the right 
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MIRROR MENTALITY: Utilizing reflective surfaces like mirrors can replicate natural light from sun and snow around the 
room in a pleasant way to make better use of natural light. karelnoppe/bigstockphoto.com

side of the bed. Other ways 
to apply this concept include 
positioning couches and 
armchairs in the living room 
so that they can encourage 
conversation while also 
having a window in their 
sights. Or turning a dining 
room table sideways along 
the window so that more 
people have a view outside 
while eating. Remove obsta-
cles in the way of windows, 
and situate furniture, espe-
cially that which you sit on, 
toward windows. Feng shui 
translates literally to “wind” 
and “water,” so perhaps it is 
fitting that the concept can 
help us through weather-
induced issues that the 
Tahoe/Truckee winters can 
bring.

☀4 To state the obvious, 
if you need or want 

curtains for privacy or 
aesthetics, choose those that 
can be fully retracted to 
maximize the window space 
available. Some window 
treatment types, like Venetian 
blinds, are designed specifi-
cally to keep out as much 
light as possible. Steer clear 
of those varieties to maximize 
sunlight intake into the room, 
and opt instead for a light, 
GAUZY CURTAIN that can 
provide privacy but still let 
sunlight in when closed. 

☀5 Show your true colors: 
By PAINTING WALLS 

LIGHT, cool tones like blue 
gray or super light greens and 
yellows, you can allow 
sunlight to complement the 
colors; dark walls sometimes 
seem to do battle with natural 
light. Of course, color choices 
depend on your preference, 
and different colors will catch 
sunlight in different ways 

throughout the day (and 
depending on the orientation 
of the room). But, especially 
as the snow starts to stick to 
the ground and temperatures 
drop, it’s best to choose 
colors with the sun in mind. 
And when it comes to light, 
the paint’s finish is equally 
important. Houselogic.com 
cautions that “paint sheen 
also affects color. Glossy 
finishes will reflect light and 
change the way the color 
looks, whereas flat finishes 
are less reflective and allow 
colors to look truer under 
bright light.” So the sun will 
have an impact, and it’s up to 
you to pick a sheen that has 
the one you want.

☀6 INNOVATE. Every 
space is unique, and 

maximizing natural light 
means working with what 
you’ve got. Try out different 
furniture and artwork 
placements, reflective 

surfaces, or even water 
features indoors (water 
reflects!), and see how best 
you can use resources you 
already have or can get easily 
and cheaply to maximize 
sunlight.  

As magical as the winter is in 
our region, the winter blues 
(see story, p. 10) and a lack 
of sunlight during the deepest 
months of snow and cold can 
make those already prone to 
depression or anxiety struggle 

even more. Improving our 
daily access to sunlight can 
do a lot to improve our mood 
and outlook in addition to 
its physical benefits. If we 
can’t be outside quite as 
much during the winter, it 
is important to find ways to 
bring that sunlight inside. So 
be creative and crafty this 
winter, incorporate these 
ideas as well as your own, and 
you may find yourself glowing 
in the amplified natural light 
within your home. 

HAIRCUTS FOR MEN & WOMEN
COLOR | HIGHLIGHTS | OMBRE

4915 West Lake Blvd., 
Homewood, CA  96141

530.525.1089

K I M  C O B U R N  F R O M  T H E  B A L C O N Y  
N O W  A T  S T U D I O  8 9 

USE WHAT USE WHAT 
YOUR SPACES YOUR SPACES 

GAVE YOUGAVE YOU



FANCY FLAKES: When most people think of snowflakes, their mind’s eye sees the perfect six-armed flake known as a stellar dendrite. But snowflake 
shapes are far more varied than that and their design is fully dependent on the conditions in which they are formed. Researchers from the Desert Research 
Institute want citizen scientists to submit their snowflake pictures via the Tahoe Citizen Science app so they can better predict where and when moisture 
will fall. Photos courtesy Desert Research Institute

Winter in Tahoe means one 
thing — SNOW! And if the 
snow gods are smiling, lots 
of it! Each and every one of 
those flakes that dance down 
from the sky tells a unique 
story, and the Desert Research 
Institute (DRI) is seeking the 
help of snow lovers to learn 
what those stories are.

“Stories in the Snow involves 
taking pictures of snow crys-
tals for science,” researcher 
Meghan Collins explained. 
“People in the community 
and students are the eyes and 
the ears for scientists in this 
project.”

What this means, essentially, 
is that the Reno-based 
research organization wants 
you to get outside and play in 
the snow. In the greater Lake 
Tahoe area, this is a relatively 
small request. Snow sport 
enthusiasts are known to be 
unofficial meteorologists, 

ever studying winter weather 
patterns and dissecting the 
NOAA forecast discussion, 
waiting for those flakes to fall.

The overall question scientists 
are trying to answer, Collins 
said, is: Can we better predict 
where moisture will fall and 
when in our region by looking 
at snow crystals?

“The goal on the education 
side,” she furthered, “is to 
inspire more curiosity and 
care for the world around us, 
specifically our place and the 
water that we have available.”

Now in its fourth year, the 
Stories in the Snow program 
has doubled annually since its 
inception. While participants 

are typically requested to 
give a $25 donation to the 
environmental research 
nonprofit — providing one 
kit for the donor as well as 
one kit for a classroom — this 
season, the Tahoe Fund has 
stepped in with a grant that 
will offer 1,500 snow lovers 
the chance to obtain one for 
free. DRI representatives, 
including Collins, will be mak-
ing the rounds at various ski 
resorts throughout the winter, 
explaining the project and 
distributing the kits to lucky 
snow lovers.

While the prospect of being 
part of a scientific study 
might seem intimidating, the 
program is rather simple, 
and smart phone technology 
makes it easier than ever to be 
part of this exciting project. 
The first step to getting 
involved is downloading the 
Citizen Science Tahoe app, 
launched by University of 
California, Davis’s Tahoe 
Environmental Research 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

DRI launches citizen science program

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink
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MAPPED OUT: This heat map depicts the areas from where DRI scientists 
have received the most snowflake photo submissions. They would like to see 
that area expand and include more samples from backcountry areas. Image 
courtesy Desert Research Institute
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Center. Each kit contains 
a macro lens and a black 
felt snow crystal capture 
card. Don’t be fooled by the 
seemingly rudimentary macro 
lens — it’s a dime-sized lens 
attached to a rubber band that 
slides onto your smartphone 
or small tablet.

“There are a couple of reasons 
why this is nice,” explained 
Collins. First, it 
makes it easier for 
teachers with 30 little 
hands trying to prep 
their devices. And 
if citizen scientists 
are out adventuring 
or playing in the the 
snow, they won’t 
have to worry about 
the lens falling off 
and into the white 
powder abyss as their 
device goes in and 
out of their pockets.

The snow crystal 
capture card is also 
perfectly pocket-
sized. The most 
important note with 
respect to the card is 
to place it outside on 
a surface and let it acclimate 
to the temperature because 
as soon as flakes fall onto a 
surface, they begin to melt. 
The key component to this 
project is that the pictures 
have to be of fresh flakes as 
they fall from the sky.

“We’ve all heard the old adage 
that no two snow crystals 
are alike,” Collins said. “It’s 
pretty much true because the 
probability that every single 
water molecule in two snow 
crystals will arrange itself in 
same exact way is so close 
zero … as to be pretty much 
impossible.”

To the naked eye, the ability 
to see the minute details of 
snowflakes is just not feasible. 
Enter: macro photography. 
The tiny lens magnifies the 
flakes to five times their actual 
size, allowing for the citizen 
scientist to snap a shot using 
a smart phone or tablet and 
upload it to the DRI database 
via the app.

“That’s what’s cool about this 
project,” Collins said. “It’s 
interesting for any level of 
learner or nature enthusiast. 
You don’t have to be a 
scientist, but we’re using it for 
really cool things.” 

Conditions of temperature 
and humidity impact what 
general shapes or trends of 
snow crystals we see. Very 
moist warm storms that come 
off the ocean will tend to drop 
different shapes than colder, 
drier storms, for example.

“In the cloud, the ingredients 
needed to form snow are 
water — so, molecules, drop-

lets, or vapor — and a seed, 
or what scientists call an ice 
nucleus,” Collins said. “And 
that could be soot pollen, 
volcanic ash, a whole range 
of tiny little things that water 
gloms onto.”

Low-humidity crystals are 
much more simple and basic, 
she explained. They are more 
hexagonal in shape. A wetter 

storm, however, whether it be 
a cold wet storm or a warm 
wet storm, tends to result in 
more complex crystals.

“Most people, when they 
think of snow crystals, they 
think of stellar dendrites 
— the six-sided branching 
crystals. [There are] so many 
more varieties,” Collins 
said. “Don’t just send us the 
classic six-arm snowflake, we 
want to see everything. The 
key thing is that [the photo-
graph] is in focus.”

And citizen scientists 
aren’t limited to using the 
DRI-offered macro lens. 

Novice and professional 
photographers alike are 
invited to submit snowflake 
images shot through their 
own macro lenses. In place 
of the snow crystal capture 
card, participants can use any 
dark-colored background, 
with the most important fac-
tor again being that the flakes 
are freshly fallen. Ideally, if a 

citizen scientist was 
going to be outside 
in a storm for say 
three hours, the 
researchers would 
love for that person 
to submit a photo 
every half hour, as 
storms can change 
throughout their 
duration.

Collins is currently 
working with two 
other researchers to 
launch a separate 
citizen science 
program. Tahoe Rain 
or Snow, another 
app-driven project, 
will help determine 
the exact location of 
the rain/snow line. 

“Tell us if it’s raining, 
snowing, or if it’s mixed, if 
it’s in between,” she said, 
explaining that NASA has 
a hard time modeling how 
much water is falling from 
the sky at the freezing point. 
“If you’re driving [to Tahoe] 
from Auburn and it’s raining 
and changes to snow, we 
want to know where that 
happens.”

In the meantime, the new 
Tahoe Citizen Science app is 
available for download on the 
Apple App Store, on Google 
Play, and can be found at 
citizensciencetahoe.org. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE
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EXTREME CLOSE-UP: The macro lens contained in the Stories in the Snow kit is easy to use and 
attaches right to your mobile device. It magnifies snowflakes to five times their original size. Photo 
courtesy Desert Research Institute
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There’s a beanie out there for you
STORY BY LE‘A GLEASON  |  PHOTOS BY WADE SNIDER

The condom tip
It says, “I’m from LA and my rap name definitely 
contains the world ‘lil.’” That said, this style has been 
around in the mountains for a while. The reservoir tip 
that pokes off your head can be due to the way the hat 

is stitched or the fact that it’s just too tight. 
Some like the look, and we’ve all seen this 
style in construction worker neon worn by a 
PBR-drinking skier somewhere. If it isn’t for 
you, don’t fret: Like the color or fabric but 
hate the tip? Throw it in the wash and stretch 
it over a mixing bowl to dry. Over time, this 
will lead to a more slouchy effect.

The minimalist
This beanie is shallow from seam to edge, and usually 
has a folded over cuff. It can look great when worn 
on small heads, by people who are bald or have very 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

In mountain steeze culture, there’s a 
particular item that will have people 
picking you out from across the room in 
a sea of flannels at the latest crowded 
ski movie premier. That item is a total 
utility in winter and totally useless 
in summer, but hey, wear it any way 
you like — and I bet you will! Yes, I am 
talking about the elusive beanie. Why 
“elusive,” you ask? Because, my darlings, 
there are a ton of beanies out there in 
all colors, shapes, and sizes — but only 
one fit for your head! Need help navigat-
ing the sea of wool? Read on ...

See COOL BEANS p. 18
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100% Organic produce

New Moon Natural Foods 
TAHOE CITY

ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE
75+ items

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers  &  over 100 wines

REMODELED & 
VASTLY EXPANDED

Tahoe City (530) 583-7426
505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426
11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS

H I S TO R I C  D OWN TOWN  T R U C K E E
̶  S I N C E  1 9 8 9  ̶

530-587-4446  |   whitebuf falotruckee.com

530.536.5400 530.536.5400 
9932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 961619932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 96161

www.lorienpowers.comwww.lorienpowers.com

Lorien Powers

Industrial Contemporary Designs

530.563.8191
10007 Bridge St. Suite C.

9932 Donner Pass Rd.
Truckee. CA. 96161
Lorienpowers.com

Lorien@lorienpowers.com

W ’e’ve Moved!ee vvee MMoovveedd!!
Come visit us in ourme visit us in our

our newly renovated space!
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short hair, and is usually worn incognito 
in an earthy color. The effect produced 
is a slightly hipster look. But on a big 
forehead, it’ll leave your friends wondering 
where the extra two inches of your hat 
went.

The favorite slouchy
Most mountain dwellers have a ton of these in a bunch of 
colors. All brands make ‘em, but think: Burton or Carhartt. 
They don’t have a cuff, so you can rock the fold-over or 

not, and they have a loose fit on your head. 
To find the right one, check the seam at the 
top. Some patterns create a more squared 
top, and others a more rounded top, chang-
ing the way it sits. The extra-steezey among 
you will situate the hat right at the back 
of where your bangs start so a little hair 
pokes out. Then, scrunch the back down 
toward your shoulders slightly for the 
baggy look. If it stretches out too much 

to wear over time (and it will, if you do the above), 
wash and dry it on high heat.

The branded minimalist
Like the minimalist above, the design of this 
beanie is simple, and the fit is “low rise.” But, add 
a branded logo to the front of the hat and you’ve 
gone from wearing this with jeans to the grocery 
store to wearing this with a collared shirt and 
blazer to a holiday party.

The snow bunny 
Entirely the stupidest and least functional of the beanies, 
this style is condom tip meets decorative pompom. The knit 
of these decorative beanies is typically very wide, leaving 
you with cold ears, and sporting a puffy ball 
that won’t fit inside a helmet, if you were 
planning to do anything productive today. 
But, if you’re just out to play in the snow, it 

looks really pretty. These beanies 
are made of all types of yarn, with 

all colors of pompoms (they’re 
actually dog toys) added. 

Pick whatever makes your 
personality shine!

Thanks to Tahoe Sports Hub for the 
hat loans. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

COOL BEANS from p. 16

“Life is like a new hat. You don’t know if it suits you if you keep trying it on in front of your own mirror.”  

~ Shirley McLaine

Photo by Nina Miller/Moonshine Ink



BROUGHT TO YOU BY MOONSHINE INK                     TAHOE WINTER TIMES  |  DECEMBER 2019 – APRIL 2020                    19

MOUNTAIN LIFE

Dear visitors from near and far, 

Welcome to another winter in Truckee and North Lake 
Tahoe; we’re very excited to have you back.

Notice a few changes? Tahoe City has a bypass. 
Truckee has new apartments and fat, fresh sidewalks! 
And, of course, there are a few new roundabouts 
thrown in just to keep things interesting. We hope you 
enjoy the fruits of your 2019 investment.

While we always appreciate what you do for us here in 
the mountains, there are issues we should discuss. The 
opinions expressed herein are mine, but you’re free 
to share them. They’ve been gathered from years of 
observation of the human spirit and then mixed with 
snap judgements. I ride mainly at Sugar Bowl but have 
visited many a mountain around the west. So, with 
all due respect, here’s a short list of helpful advice to 
ensure a fun, frustration-free 2020.

#1: Traffic circles

Know that we don’t use these exotic traffic tools to 
merely brainstorm landscaping ideas or house giant, 
iron insects — they serve a real purpose.

In brief, treat a traffic circle as you would a polite 
conversation. If someone is talking upon approach, 
you wouldn’t interrupt. You’d pretend they’re talking 

BY CRAIG C. ROWE

SOME MODEST 
PROPOSALS

DEAR WINTER TOURISTS, 
THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR 
SUPPORT EACH YEAR. MIND 

IF WE REQUEST A FEW THINGS 
FROM YOU THIS SEASON? 

See MODEST PROPOSALS p. 20

AKIRA SAYS its equally important for locals to be good hosts as for visitors to be 
good guests. Photo by Mayumi Elegado/Moonshine Ink
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about a new ride-share startup. 
Likewise, in the slow-moving 
conversation of a Truckee 
roundabout maze, wait your 
turn. When they’ve left the 
roundabout — or, stated their 
case — it’s then time to move 
forward with yours. Everything 
flows nicely.

With focus, and as long as 
the common sense oak trees 
grant acorns, we believe our 
roundabout Tesla-benders can 
be reduced by at least 25% 
this year.

#2: Tire chains

Ample discussions revealed a 
fundamental misunderstand-
ing of this topic that we’re 
sorry hasn’t been broached in 
previous seasons.

Apparently, the overall 
marketing pitch of tire chains, 
news coverage of their require-
ment, and bearing witness to 
Caltrans-approved roadside 
installation zones, have fallen 
woefully short of communicat-
ing why, how, and where tire 
chains should be applied to an 
automobile. For the record: 
They go on tires. They are also 
rendered ineffective when in a 
vehicle’s trunk. 

That out of the way, we ask you 
dedicate time to studying what 
locations are suited for installa-
tion, a conundrum best solved 
by knowing where not to do it: 
highway entrance ramps, half-
way up Northwoods Boulevard, 
traffic circles, turn lanes, stop 
lights, retail drive-throughs, or 
anywhere impeding a local’s 
access to powder — or home or 
work.

#3: Safeway

As with #2, please know we’ve 
only recently realized that 
Truckee is the only town within 
500 miles of the coast to have 
grocery stores. (We’ll soon have 
five!) While Google, Yelp, and 
a general awareness of how 
capitalism functions suggest 
otherwise, we can only go on 
the facts provided us.

Given this new evidence, we 
retract the request that you 
consider shopping for your 
stay’s supply of food, life-line 
beers, and wine you can buy 
where you live before arriving 
on the Friday afternoon of a 
holiday weekend. 

Should you find yourself 
troubled for a parking spot 
in the Safeway plaza, we’re 
pleased to announce that 
Save Mart — another large 
California retail grocery chain  
— also exists and should be 
easily discoverable given its 
proximity to a Starbucks and 
the traffic line to Squaw. 

#4: Resort traffic

We suggest refraining from 
publicly complaining about 
traffic to our area resorts if 
you depart for one any time 
after 9 a.m. 

We know how kids malfunction 
without a daily dose of screen-
time, and that you simply can’t 
go on without a fourth venti 
skinny latte, but please know 

that when conditions are good 
on the mountain, alarms need 
to go off in the dark. 

If you’ve ever wondered why 
it’s “skied out” or “the parking’s 
impossible,” know that it’s 
because you drink venti skinny 
lattes. 

Addendum A:

Pulling off a successful winter is 
a two-way street, which is why 
we ask that it not be blocked 
for chain installs. 

In exchange for fulfilling the 
above requests, we promise to 
offer increased patience and, at 
all times, a helpful demeanor. 
After all, we want you back 
next year. 

Need help with your chains? 
Just ask! Not sure what lifts 
offer the best tree runs, let’s 
look at the map. Here’s a pro 
tip for removing your car’s Jerry 
cap (the dangerous, windslab-
in-waiting snow on your car’s 
roof): Stand on your tire. 

In short, we’re all in this 
atmospheric river together, so 
why not paddle in the same 
direction?

Lastly, remember to get grocer-
ies on your way home because, 
well, see #3.

Sincerely,

Year-round residents of Truckee 
and North Lake Tahoe 

EXPERIENCE NORTH LAKE TAHOE’S 
ONLY ALL-INCLUSIVE 

WINTER RECREATION FACILITY

WINTERSPORTSPARK.COM | 530-583-1516

2019/20 Season Passes ON SALE NOW

SLEDDING • XC SKIING • ICE SKATING • SNOWSHOEING

MOUNTAIN LIFE
MODEST PROPOSALS from p. 19

GRIDLOCK is common during winter months. 
Remember that everyone has the same idea to get  
up on the mountain early as you do, and if you want 
to beat the inevitable car queue you’d better be ready 
to be out the door before the sun peaks over the 
mountaintop. Photo by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink
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SKICALIFORNIA.ORG

DATA AND GRAPHICS
DATA AND GRAPHICSBY SKI CALIFORNIA

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
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DIFFERENTDIFFERENT  
              SLOPESSLOPES  
         FOR          FOR 
             DIFFERENT   DIFFERENT  
                                                                                     FOLKS             FOLKS

“W hoever is having the 
most fun wins.”

I say that every time lift 
conversations veer into 
the territory of the age-old 
skiing versus snowboarding 
debate.

I find the topic intellectually 
vacant, its discussion fruit-
less. I’d rather stick my head 
in a tree well than rehash 
that tired argument. 

And as is true about pre-
ferred modes of downhill 
travel, we tend to also have 
opinions on what makes one 

resort gnarlier than another: 
One is quicker to open the 
best terrain; the beer is 
cheaper at another; some-
where else the locals aren’t 
totally agro. 

I get it. Like movies, IPAs, 
and kids, we all have our 
favorites. And your reasons 
why are equally valid with 
another’s. 

Brad Eccles of Truckee, for 
example, prefers a mid-
week Alpine Meadows day 
over all other options. 

“That’s when the crowds 
are down,” he said. “I’m 
fortunate enough to work 

from home and re-arrange 
my schedule for when the 
mountain is at its best.” 

Eccles relocated from the 
Bay, and believes he has 
a tip-up on lift-line com-
petition. “I have a pretty 
good idea of when they’re 
going to show up,” he told 
Moonshine. 

Emily Setzer is a resident of 
Kings Beach, and she pre-
fers to head over Brockway 
Summit to get in her turns. 
Sorry Northstar, Ms. Setzer 
shreds at Sugar Bowl. 

“It’s just not as crowded 
as the bigger name resorts 

and it has sweet powdery 
tree runs,” Setzer said, and 
she’s not wrong; I myself 
have often enjoyed carving 
up the glades and gullies off 
of Crows Peak chair. When 
operable.

James Paul lives in Truckee 
and his top choice is tack-
ling the challenges of Squaw 
“… for the one time a year 
they open Broken Arrow,” 
he said. “When I ski else-
where, I feel like a stronger 
skier. Everything else seems 
like baby-cakes.” 

Paul’s assessment seems 
on par with that of others 
I spoke to regarding resort 

WE ALL HAVE OUR REASONS FOR LOVING WHERE WE SHREDWE ALL HAVE OUR REASONS FOR LOVING WHERE WE SHRED  

BY CRAIG C. ROWE
Moonshine Ink

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

SENDING IT: A hungry powder hound gets some good air at Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe. Courtesy photo
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preferences. Truckee-ite 
Lexie Lynn offered another 
anecdote in support of the 
idea that Squaw is not for 
the faint of heart.

“One of my more humbling 
moments at Squaw was when 
a 10-year-old girl on the lift 
up Granite Chief asked me, 
‘Are you guys looking for any 
cliffs to drop?’” 

Lynn likes that Squaw offers 
progressively tough terrain. 
“Every time you conquer a 
new piece of terrain, there 
is another one to test your 
skills on,” she said. “Any 
time you feel you’re a strong 
skier, someone stronger skis 
past you. You can’t help but 
feel inspired.”

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

10981 Truckee Way, Truckee, CA 96161

3-2-1, DROPPING: Decisions, 
decisions … A skier assesses the 
gnarly terrain of the Palisades 
at Squaw Valley, looking for that 
perfect line. Photo by Sarah 
Miller/Moonshine Ink

See SLOPES AND FOLKS p. 24
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Inspiration is all relative, 
of course. Tahoe Donner’s 
runs may not challenge 
Lynn or Paul, but you 
would be hard-pressed to 
tell a smiling child who 
made her first turns on its 
mellow slopes not to be 
inspired. 

Rising between Tahoe and 
Reno is the unmistakable 
Mt. Rose, the surrounding 
wilderness of which is now 
a backcountry hotbed. But 
for those who prefer their 
fun lift-assisted, its name-
sake resort offers plenty of 

tough terrain in its Chutes, 
and has more than enough 
room for the rest of the 
crowd to pizza and french 
fry it up to their heart’s 
content. 

And while Mt. Rose has 
some lake views, they’re 
not quite the vistas 
offered by Homewood 
and Diamond Peak — 
alone worth the cost of 
a lift ticket. In town, 
Northstar’s backside tends 
to thin out the crowds and 
the cattle-crossing begin-
ners. (No shame though, 
we were all there once.)

Of course, we can’t forget 
Boreal, whose team has 
done an excellent job 

leveraging location and 
the Woodward facility 
to lure in park riders 
and high-performing 
freeride competitors. The 
mountain’s variety of man-
made features, off-highway 
access, and unwavering 
dedication to keeping 
downhill snowsports all 
about fun go a long way 
toward reminding us why 
we love living here. 

The respective dogmas 
underlying our choice of 
instrument or hill to ride 
them on are based largely 
on hollow opinion and 
stereotypes.

Ask me how I know. 

SLOPES AND FOLKS from p. 23

SKI BETWEEN THE LINES: Cruising through a creamy pow field at Northstar California Resort. Photo by 
Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink
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   Boreal Mountain Resort 
Opens Saturday, Nov. 23 
• New restaurant and bar, 
The Hub & Spoke, inside the 
Boreal Base Lodge 
• New classes and clinics, 
which guests with a season 
pass, Bunker Pass, or any 
Bunker Access product can 
drop in on 
• RFID (radio frequency iden-
tification) access system and 
automated self-ticket kiosks 
• Mountain Adventure ticket 
option, allowing for simpli-
fied and faster access to the 
Tubing and Planet Kids venues 
(does not include skiing or 
snowboarding) 

• Updated look to The Grind 
Café, formerly Moondoe’s, 
plus expanded snack, beverage, 
and coffee options 
• Woodward Mountain Parks 
and Woodward Mountain 
Kids, focusing on progression 
in a year-one Woodward Start 
Park learning venue; year two 
of Woodward Peace Park, a 
facet of Woodward Mountain 
Parks, has a new park location 
in the Sierra zone 
• Multi-week instructional 
program for young skiers and 
riders of all ability levels in the 
4-17 age range 

      Diamond Peak Ski Resort 
Opens Thursday, Dec. 12 
• Village Terrain Park is back 
for year two with more innova-
tive features 
• Four new TechnoAlpin TR8 
high-efficiency snowmaking guns 
• A new 400 ParkPro 4F 
grooming machine becomes 
the third ParkPro groomer in 
Diamond Peak’s fleet of five 
snow cats 
• 58 complimentary lift tickets 
at 15 (or more) partner resorts 
across the country for season 
pass holders, who also receive 
four discounted Bring-A-
Friend tickets 

• Moonlight snowshoe 
hikes, offering nonskiers the 
chance to enjoy the slopes of 
Diamond Peak in wintertime 
and encourage exercising in 
a social setting; dates for the 
2019/20 ski season include 
Jan. 10, Feb. 7, and March 6, 
2020

  Homewood Mountain Resort 
Opens Friday, Dec. 15 
• First-time backcountry 
and snow cat guide training 
in which participants will 
learn basic safety protocols, 
rescue techniques, avalanche 

Where 
do you go 

when you just 
need to shred?

Depends on how and when you want to carve up the mountain with your board or skis. Here we provide tailored 
updates as the season kicks into full swing from your local Tahoe/Truckee downhill resorts to help you navigate 
not just that favored mountain’s natural obstacles and manmade features, but also the complex and intercon-
nected world of downhill sport locations in the area. 
Ski California has collected extensive data about usage of that organization’s participating resorts for the 
2018/19 ski season, designed by their stellar team and published here in Tahoe Winter Times, p. 21. 

In addition to those listed with major announcements and updates, don’t forget that Donner Ski Ranch opens Dec. 14; 
Heavenly Ski Resort, Kirkwood Mountain Resort, and Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows all opened back in November.

Enjoy the following new features of your favorite winter wonderland, and 
happy shredding, Tahoe!

WHAT’S UP ON THE HILL? 
 UPDATES FROM LOCAL SKI  RESORTS  

OPEN SESAME: Shred’s up at Homewood. Photo by Sam Hamilton

BY ALEX HOEFT AND BECCA LOUX
Moonshine Ink

See WHAT’S UP ON THE HILL p. 26
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hazard awareness and 
management, and more  
• AIARE Level 1 Avalanche 
Training: Jan. 7 to 9, 2020 
• Snowcat Guide Training: 
March 15 to 17, 2020  
• Homewood and NASTC 
Backcountry Basics: Jan. 18 
to 19, 2020 and Feb. 8 to 9, 
2020 
•A new PistenBully winch cat, 
allowing for high angle groom-
ing and maintenance on the 
resort’s most well-trafficked 
trails with low emissions 
in compliance with Tier 4 
standards 
• A water bottle refill station 
in the North Lodge 
• The Ultimate Pass, which 
includes complimentary 
ski days at over 20 partner 
resorts across the country 
 

   

m    Mount Rose Ski TahoE 
Opens Friday, Oct. 25 
• New Axess RFID lift 
gates, allowing skiers and 
riders to enjoy a simplified 
process for lift access and 
easy season pass upgrades 
and daily lift ticket reloading 
• Friday daily ticket special 
“SKI-GIF,” featuring 
$49 tickets after 12 p.m. 
complemented by live enter-
tainment and bar specials 
• Complimentary women’s 
clinic included with Ladies’ 
Day Thursdays 
• Improved general lodge 
and parking lot, plus all new 
furniture in the Timbers Bar 
• Additional new snowmak-
ing machines, including two 
Pole Cats on Kit Carson 
Bowl, one Pole Cat on 

Ponderosa Trail and six 
portable snow guns 
 
  Northstar California Resort 
Opens Friday, Nov. 29 
• Bourbon Pub, a new après 
spot that takes dining to a new 
level

         SiErra-at-Tahoe 
Opens Saturday, Nov. 30 
• RFID, a hands-free access 
system to all entry lifts

          Sugar Bowl Resort 
Opens Friday, Nov. 29 
• A new, 240-foot covered 
surface lift designed to protect 
beginner skiers and riders from 
the elements that replaced the 
Flume Surface Lift on Judah 
• Drop posts for safety bars 
on the White Pine, Christmas 
Tree, and Nob Hill lifts in 
support of the nationwide Kids 
on Lifts safety initiative 
• A Zaugg pipe cutter and a 
new 13-foot mini-pipe. The 
resort will also build a top-to-
bottom terrain park featuring 
extra small, small, medium and 
large features off of the Judah 
lift. The park will be punctu-
ated with 21 new terrian park 
features including a 13-foot 
butter box, 20-foot chubbie 

box, 10-foot quarterpipe box, 
and 10-foot wallride 
Renovation of 12 of the 
mountain-view rooms in the 
Sugar Bowl Hotel (the resort’s 
Mid-Mountain Lodge was also 
renovated in the serving and 
seating areas; resort guests can 
expect a new outdoor BBQ 
and fresh menu) 
• E-commerce platform 
• Two new shuttle busses 
• This year, when purchased 
online at least two days in 
advance, adult all-day lift 
tickets are $99 any day 
in December, including 
weekends and holidays. Also, 
when purchased online at 
least two days in advance, 
children ages 5 to 12 can ski 
or ride for just $49 all season 
long, including weekends and 
holidays

             Tahoe Donner 
Opens Friday, Dec. 13 
• Tahoe Donner 2019/20 
Downhill Ski Resort and 
Cross-Country Ski Center 
season passholders receive 
four ski days at Diamond 
Peak Ski Resort and two 
ski days at Homewood 
Mountain Resort valid for 
the 2019/20 ski season 

RFID (radio frequency identification) systems are a common update to 
this season’s resort experience; easy identification of pass holders as 
they pile onto lifts ensures shorter lines and swifter ascension to glory 
on the slopes at Mt. Rose. Photo courtesy Jessica Weaver

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

PEAK PARK SPRINGS ETERNAL:  While Village Park will return with 
innovative features for its second year, impromptu features are known 
to pop up on Crystal Ridge during springtime. Courtesy photo

WHAT’S UP ON THE HILL from p. 25
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PICK THE RIGHT SLED for 
the right hill and surround-
ings. The basic breakdown 
splits into two camps, each 
good for a specific type of 
sled-shredding mission.

THE SAUCER: This is that 
brightly colored round disc 
that can and will send you in 
any direction without prior 
notice. It’s a wild ride, so 
its optimal use is on a slope 
where there are few trees — 
and even fewer people — to 
hit. It’s known for its speed 
and tendency to spin, so if 
you do not like the tea cup 

ride at Disneyland, and 
prefer even a small amount 
of control, it may be in your 

best interest to steer clear of 
the saucer option. If you are, 
however, seeking to simulate 
what it might be like to 
twirl like Michelle Kwan at 
a James Dean pace, look 
no further than that classic 
neon disc of unbounded, 
unpredictable joy.

If you wish to have some 
measure of control, and 
I stress some measure, 
then perhaps the LONG, 
SQUARE-HULLED SLED is a 

better option. Rest assured, 
like the saucer, they are 
often still available in a 
healthy spectrum of neon 
and other bright colors; in 
the world of sledding, flare 
will not be spared. These 
rectangular sleds are best-
suited for crowded areas, as 
you have better control over 
steering and stopping. Since 
these sleds are typically 
longer, they can also accom-

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

BY SARAH MILLER | Moonshine Ink

SEARCHING for the perfect sled hill can take time, but at least there are friends to talk to and 
hot chocolate waiting back home. Photo by Becca Loux/Moonshine Ink  

SLEDIQUET TE
First off, I have to admit I am not an avid sledder. Most 
of my snow-sliding experience comes from competitive 
snowboarding, but being the proud aunt of three nieces and 
a nephew, I have started to collect my fair share experiences 
and am learning what can go right –– or wrong! –– during any 
good sledisode.

Here are some tips to have a safe and thrilling time hurtling 
your body down frozen water on a small plastic boat; aka 

THE UNOFFICIAL 2019/20 
GUIDE TO SLEDIQUETTE

COLD SMOKE: Nothing makes you feel more 
alive than a face full of fresh powder. Photo by 
Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink  

See SLEDIQUETTE p. 28

SLOPESTYLE: Head 
first, feet first, back 
first, the possibilities 
are plenty. Photo by 
Juliana Demarest/
Moonshine Ink  
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modate two riders. Should 
you choose to share your 
sled run with a friend, it’s 
best to let the heavier of the 
two of you ride in the back 
of the sled as it will help 
keep the nose of the sled 
off the snow. Doing so will 
also help with keeping face 
plants to a minimum. And 
always bear in mind that 
steering features are a total 
bonus. You and your family 
may not be the only ones out 
enjoying the freshly fallen, 
precious Sierra Nevada 
resource we all love.

That said, here are a few 
courtesy reminders:

It is a treat to see so many 
families making use of these 
majestic mountains, staying 
active and creating new 
memories. That’s exactly 
what we want for visitors 
and locals alike during the 
sledding season. Please show 
respect to the mountains and 
the community by cleaning 
up after your family activity. 
It is disheartening to drive 
by the notorious meadow-
that-shall-not-be-named, 

known by locals as Hospital 
Hill. This popular sled spot 
is traditionally riddled with 
shards of sled debri, coffee 
cups, and a myriad of other 
trash. Remember, the most 
basic rules of thumb around 
here say, “pack it in, pack 
it out” and “leave no trace.” 
Moonshine Ink has joined 
the worldwide #TrashTag 
movement, encouraging 
our readers with tantalizing 
prizes to post “before” and 
“after” photos on social 

media when you clean up 
an outdoor area that needs 
some TLC. Let’s apply that 
same care to our sledding 
adventures! Keeping those 
principles in mind, we will 
all have the added benefit of 
setting an example for the 
observant younger genera-
tion. Little steps go a long 
way. 

Have fun out there! Keep 
warm and dry! And, beware 
the saucer!  

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
 SLEDIQUETTE from p. 27

LOCAL LUGE: Want to try something different? It’s a long way from the top 
on this remote run in Tahoe Donner. (Arrow shows the start of the journey). 
Photo by Matt Scott  

VICTORY: Reach the top of your sled hill just to slide down it and 
have to make the trek back up. Photo by Becca Loux/Moonshine ink 

SO WHERE 
SHOULD YOU 
PLAN YOUR 
NEXT SLED 

ADVENTURE?

FREE AND LEGAL
Incline Village Snow Play 
Area; Mount Rose Snow 
Play Area; North Tahoe 
Regional Park

IF YOU FEEL LIKE 
PAYING (WITH A 
SPIN – COURTESY 
OF FRIENDLY 
TUBING STAFF)
Granlibakken Tahoe’s 
Sled Hill; Boreal Mountain 
California’s Tahoe Tubing; 
Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows’ SnoVentures 
Activity Zone; Tahoe 
Donner’s Snowplay; 
Northstar California’s 
tubing hill; Soda Springs 
Mountain Resort’s Tube 
Town; Tahoe City Winer 
Sports Park’s sled hill

DO NOT SLED ON 
THE SIDE OF THE 
FREEWAY OR IN 
REST AREAS 
California Highway Patrol 
information officer Pete 
Mann told Moonshine 
Ink about invisible frozen 
lakes near the Donner 
Summit rest stops, saying 
“every year we do a 
bunch of rescues.” He 
continued: “In all honesty, 
if it seems like a bad idea, 
it’s probably a bad idea 
… pay attention to your 
surroundings and what’s 
going on out there.”

FUN FACT: Your sled can be used year-round! 
It works great on sand or grass making 
lugging gear around a breeze! Illustration by 
Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink
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ONGOING
THURSDAYS 
COMMUNITY | Bingo & 
Beers at Alibi 
Join in a Thursday night Alibi 
tradition, Bingo and Beers. Head 
over to the Ale Works Incline 
Village location for your grand-
ma’s favorite party game, Alibi 
style. Bring your friends, because 
the more people who play, the 
bigger the gift card prizes will be. 
Info: 7 to 10 p.m., Incline Village; 
alibialeworks.com

THROUGH APRIL 19
MUSIC | Northstar 
California Music Series
Spend your après time enjoying 
live music. Info: free, Fridays, 
Saturdays, Sundays; 2 to 5 p.m. 
at Northstar ice skating rink; 
northstarcalifornia.com

SUNDAYS
MUSIC | Bluegrass Open 
Jam Sessions
Calling all bluegrass enthusiasts. 
Come jam with Sean McAlindin 
at the Alibi Ale Works Truckee 

Public House. All skills and 
levels welcome. Info: free, 6 to 9 
p.m., Truckee; alibialeworks.com

DECEMBER
DEC. 12, 19, AND 26
SPORTS | Silent Skating
Grab your favorite scarf and a 
pair of skates and head over 
to the Northstar Village for 
Silent Nights. Set your head-
phone channel to the movie 
being shown at the village 
stage, or tune in to holiday 

jams as you skate under the 
night sky. Info: 5 to 6:45 p.m.; 
northstarcalifornia.com

DEC. 13 & 20
FAMILY | Noel Nights
The Village at Northstar 
becomes a winter wonderland 
featuring live music, ice skating, 
face painting, activities, and 
Santa Claus, himself. Grab some 
cocoa and cuddle up by the fire 
this holiday season. Info: 5 to 8 
p.m.; northstarcalifornia.com

TAP CaleNDaR
OF 

WInteR evenTS

MARCH 27 TO 29: Get ready for beer and bluegrass at this year’s WinterWonderGrass Music Festival in Squaw Valley. Photo by Molly McCormick

See CALENDAR p. 30
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DEC. 14, 15, 20 TO 22
ARTS & CULTURE | The 
Twisted Nutcracker
Truckee Dance Factory 
is celebrating the season 
at Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows with a twist on 
the timeless tradition of the 
Nutcracker. A spectacular 
choreography of upbeat and 
passionate performances will 
thrill and amaze audiences in 
the lavishly decorated “Merry 
Wonderland.” Hors d’oeuvres 
and bar service available. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and 
show at 7 p.m. Info: $25 adult 
ticket for performance only or 
$40 adult ticket performance 
plus preshow reception, $15 
child ticket (5-17 years) for 
performance only or $30 
child ticket for performance 
plus preshow reception, free 
for children 4 and under; 
squawalpine.com

DEC. 14
SPORTS | Moonlit 
Snowshoe Tour and Dinner
After the mountain closes 
and the winter moon rises, 
experience a snowshoe tour 
to the mid-mountain Chalet 
at Alpine Meadows. Enjoy 
an intimate seated dinner 
where you will be served a 
Bavarian-inspired multi-course 
culinary experience created 

by Executive Chef Steve 
Anderson. Featuring classics 
such as raclette, spaetzle, 
rouladen, and apfel streudel, 
this unique experience is only 
available to 40 guests during 
select winter dates. Info: $119 
per person; squawalpine.com

DEC. 15
OUTDOORS | Winter Birds 
of Galena Forest
It’s winter, it’s cold, and all 
the birds have flown south. 
Or have they? Not all birds 
migrate out of here; many 
do stay all winter. Join Alan 
Gubanich, longtime mem-
ber of the local Lahontan 
Audubon Society, as he shows 
slides and taxidermy mounts 
of over 20 species of birds 
that you can see in the Galena 

Forest when you hike the 
trails this winter. You may be 
surprised at how many birds 
are still around! Info: sug-
gested donation $5, 10 a.m., 
Galena Creek Visitor Center, 
(775) 849-4948; galenacreek-
visitorcenter.org

DEC. 22 TO 24
SPORTS | Santa Skis at 
Homewood
Santa Claus is coming to town 
— and he’s bringing his skis! Be 
on the lookout for a skiing Santa 
Claus as he brings holiday cheer 
to the slopes at Homewood. If 
you see him, be sure to stop and 
ask for a photo or a gift from his 
Christmas bag. Info: 11 a.m. to  
2 p.m. skihomewood.com

DEC. 22 TO 31
FOOD & DRINK | Après 
Ski and Lobby Music
Pull up a chair by the outdoor 
fireplace at the Resort at Squaw 
Creek and sip on your favorite 
holiday beverage from the 
outdoor bar. Later, cozy up inside 
by the lobby fireplace and listen 
to live music. Info: Slope-Side 
Après 3 to 5 p.m., Music in the 
Lobby 7 to 10 p.m., destination-
hotels.com/squawcreek

DEC. 26
FOOD & DRINK | Farm to 
Table with Olympians 
Gather alongside local 
legends for an intimate even-

ing of stories, camaraderie, 
and history in the making 
over a delicious family-style 
dinner created by local chefs 
in collaboration with Tahoe 
Food Hub and regional farm-
ers. Info: 5:30 p.m., $56/ages 
14 and up, $29/kids 5 to 13, 
Olympic Valley Lodge, Squaw 
Valley Alpine Meadows; 
squawalpine.com

DEC. 29 TO 31
ARTS & CULTURE | 
SnowGlobe Music Festival 
South Lake Tahoe will host the 
annual New Year’s Eve moun-
tain and music extravaganza 
that is MTV’s SnowGlobe Fest. 
This year’s line up will include 
FISHER, Gigantic Nghtmre, 
GRiZ, Louis The Child, Tchami 
x Maala, ZHU, Vince Staples, 
E-40, LIL TECCA and Skrillex, 
with a set that will ring in 
2020. Info: ticket prices vary 
and will go up, advance 
3-day festival tickets between 
$209 and $499, Lake Tahoe 
Community College Field; 
snowglobemusicfestival.com

DEC. 31
COMMUNITY | New Year’s 
Eve Torchlight Parade
Squaw Valley wants to ring in 
the new year with you. Join 
them in lighting up the sky at 
the world’s largest Torchlight 
Parade on New Year’s Eve. Skiers 
and snowboarders of all ages 
are encouraged to join in on the 
ski down the 3.2-mile Mountain 
Run with colorful LED torches. 
Info: free, weather permitting, 
5:45pm., Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows; squawalpine.com

FOOD & DRINK | Gather 
at West Shore Café
Celebrate the New Year at 
West Shore Café and enjoy 
a special dinner menu, live 
music, party favors, and 
champagne toasts. Two 
seatings accommodate both 
families and adult revelers 
looking for an evening to 

TAP CALENDAR

DEC. 12, 19, AND 26: Lace up your skates and grab some headphones at 
Northstar California’s Silent Skate Nights. Courtesy photo See CALENDAR p. 32

CALENDAR from p. 29

DEC. 31: Help light up the sky and ring in 2020 this New Year’s Eve at the 
Squaw Alpine torchlight parade. Courtesy photo
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See CALENDAR p. 30

TAP CALENDAR

Meet the legends throughout the 
snowy season as the ALPENGLOW 
WINTER SPEAKER SERIES returns for 
its 14th year. As in the past, this year’s 
roster of presenters includes some 
of the biggest names in the world of 
adventure sports.

Presented by Peak Design, the series 
kicked off in November with appear-
ances by renowned climber Dave 
Nettle and ski legend Jim Morrison. 
That means you still have three oppor-
tunities to hear some of the world’s 
top athletes regale stories of their 
adventures with names on the list this 
year to include Kit DesLauriers, Adrian 
Ballinger, and Hadley Hammer.

“We pair five of the biggest names in 
the ski and climb space with five local 
nonprofits ... and then raise a nice 
chunk of change for them through 
an awesome raffle plus bar and pizza 

proceeds,” Alpenglow Sports owner 
Brendan Madigan told Moonshine Ink.

To date, the Winter Speaker Series has 
raised more than $300,000, with each 
show bringing in $25,000 to $40,000. 
Proceeds from this year’s series will 
benefit Adventure Risk Challenge, 
Achieve Tahoe, Sierra Community 
House, Truckee Donner Land Trust, and 
Tahoe Fund.

“In addition to this amount, our anony-
mous philanthropic group, the Donor 
Party, has pledged over $200,000 for the 
19/20 series in an initiative we call ‘quiet 
karma,’” Madigan noted. “That means 
that each nonprofit will walk with over 
$40,000 per show. It’s such a feel-good 
win-win for our community, and they are 
some of my favorite nights of the year.”

All shows are free and designed to moti-
vate, educate, and inspire, he said. The 
three remaining sessions for this season’s 

series feature Kit DesLauriers, the first 
person to ski the highest peak on every 
continent, on Jan. 2; climbing legend 
Adrian Ballinger, featured in Academy 
Award-winning documentary Free Solo, 
Jan. 23; and late-blooming skier Hadley 
Hammer, who didn’t enter her first big 
mountain competition until age 25, Feb. 
20. Each session starts at 7 p.m. at Squaw 
Valley’s Olympic Village Lodge.

“We believe in the power of adventure 
storytelling and its ability to unite the 
community for the greater good,” 
Madigan said. “While the WSS has 
always been about inspiring mountain 
athletes to chase their own adventures, 
it is also designed to educate the 
audience about some key nonprofit 
organizations making a real difference 
in the North Lake Tahoe and Truckee 
communities.”

~ Juliana Demarest/Moonshine Ink  

SUMMITING SUPERSTAR: Renowned 
climber Adrian Ballinger will appear Jan. 23 
at Squaw Valley’s Olympic Village Lodge 
as part of the Alpenglow Sports Winter 
Speaker Series. Photo by Ming Poon

speaking of summits ... 
Jan. 2 and 23, Feb. 20

GETGET
OUT & GO

INFO: alpenglowsports.com
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TAP CALENDAR

remember. Family-friendly ser-
vice is offered from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. Adults are $90, 
kids ages 12 and under are 
$25 each. Designed for guests 
ages 21 and older, the second 
seating includes live music 
by Jeff Jones and is available 
from 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. with 
tickets priced at $120 per 
person; skihomewood.com

MUSIC | The California 
Honeydrops
Party with The California 
Honeydrops at the Crystal Bay 
Casino. Their music and stories 
take you through many eras, 
places, and points of view. 
Some songs might find you 
reminiscing, cruising your old 
neighborhood on a sunny day 
with a full orchestra pouring 
out of the stereo. Then sud-
denly you hear tambourines 
and voices pouring out of a 
storefront church. Info: $50, 
Crystal Bay Casino Crown 
Room; devildogshows.com

JANUARY
JAN. 4 & 5
SPORTS | Backcountry 
Demo Day 
This annual demo day is one 
to not miss. Experience next 
year’s goods at what has 
become the largest and most 
well-known backcountry demo 
event in North America. Info: 
free; participants must possess 
a valid lift ticket/season pass for 
Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows, 
along with a driver’s license and 
credit card for deposit; 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.; Alpine Meadows; 
alpenglowsports.com

JAN. 16 TO 20
ARTS & CULTURE | Wild 
and Scenic Film Fest
Considered one of the nation’s 
premier environmental and 
adventure film festivals, this 
year’s films will combine 
stellar filmmaking, beautiful 
cinematography, and first-rate 

storytelling to inform, inspire, 
and ignite solutions and 
possibilities to restore the earth 
and human communities while 
creating a positive future for the 
next generation. Festivalgoers 
can expect to see award 
winning films about nature, 
community activism, adventure, 
conservation, water, energy 
and climate change, wildlife, 
environmental justice, agri-
culture, and Native American 
and indigenous cultures. Info: 
schedule of films and tickets at 
wildandscenicfilmfestival.org

JAN. 24 & 25
COMMUNITY | 11th 
Annual Ullr Fest
Come dressed in your best Ullr 
Fest attire and support this 
classic Incline Village fund-
raiser benefiting the Diamond 
Peak Ski Team. The weekend 
begins Friday night with a 
torchlight parade, bonfire, and 
party, continuing with a gala 
and auction at The Chateau 
at Incline Village Saturday 
night. Info: 3:30 to 11 p.m.; 
diamondpeak.com

JAN. 26
SPORTS | Tahoe Rim Tour 
and Race 
Join the Nordic skiing com-
munity in one of the most 
memorable tours of the year. 
This year’s epic, 26K Tahoe 
Rim Tour and Race starts at 

North Tahoe High School 
in Tahoe City and ends at 
Northstar California’s Cross-
Country, Telemark, and 
Snowshoe Center. There is a 
hot chili and cornbread lunch, 
an award ceremony, and 
raffles following the race. Info: 
$50 for adults, $20 for juniors; 
farwestnordic.org

FEBRUARY 
FEB. 1
ARTS & CULTURE | Sierra 
Writers Conference
Calling all writers! Novelists. 
Poets. Essayists. Travel writers. 
Short-story writers. Beginners. 
Award-winners. Dreamers. 
Best sellers. Come to this 

all-day workshop that will be a 
day of learning, growing, and 
sharing with like-minded peo-
ple. Info: 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
$45-$65/early bird, $65-$85/
after Jan. 15, $15/students; 
Sierra College, Grass Valley; 
sierracollege.edu

FEB. 1 TO APRIL 11
FOOD & DRINK | Last 
Tracks Wine, Beer Tasting
Treat yourself and take part in 
one of Lake Tahoe’s most unique 
on-mountain events this winter 
with Diamond Peak’s Last Tracks 
Wine/Beer Tasting events, held 
most Saturday afternoons from 
February through the end of the 
ski season. Last Tracks partici-
pants have the opportunity to 
take advantage of a late-day lift 
ticket valid from 2 to 4 p.m. fol-
lowed by a final chair ride up to 
Snowflake Lodge to experience 
breathtaking views and wine or 
craft beer tastings paired with 
delicious appetizers. When the 
event is over, participants enjoy 
one final run down a freshly 
groomed trail. Info: 2 to 4 p.m.; 
diamondpeak.com

FEB. 7 & 8
ARTS & CULTURE | Writers 
in the Woods Workshop
Well-known poets and writers 
from all over the country 
come to the Tahoe campus 
for intimate readings and 
workshops. Audience mem-
bers can meet and exchange 
ideas with the guest writers. 
June Sylvester Saraceno and 
Gayle Brandeis headline. 
Info: Friday is a free reading 
open to the public at 7 p.m.. 
Saturday is a $50 workshop 
from 10 a.m. to noon; Sierra 
Nevada College, Incline 
Village; sierranevada.edu

FEB. 10
ARTS & CULTURE | 
Mystery Science Theater 
3000 Live
The hilarious Peabody Award-
winning hit TV comedy is 
coming to Reno with an all-new 

CALENDAR from p. 30

FEB. 15 TO 17: What better way to get schooled in avalanche rescue 
techniques than on the mountain itself? Check out NASTC’s AIARE 1 
avalanche course. Courtesy photo

FEB. 10: Here’s your chance to sit 
in the theater with your favorite 
snarky silhouetted movie critics. 
Courtesy image
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Mystery Science Theater 
3000 Live: The Great Cheesy 
Movie Circus Tour! Join show 
creator and original host, Joel 
Hodgson, and the world’s 
greatest — and only — movie-
riffing robots, Tom Servo, Crow, 
and Gypsy, as they take you on 
an exhilarating roller coaster 
ride through some of the 
cheesiest films ever made. Info: 
tickets $28 to $328, 7:30 p.m., 
Pioneer Center for the Arts, 
Reno; pioneercenter.com
 
FEB. 15 TO 17
SPORTS | NASTC Level 1 
Avalanche Training
Each year more skiers are 
venturing into the backcountry, 
lured by the opening up of resort 
boundary lines and the promise 
of pristine powder fields and 
underpopulated terrain. This 
three-day intensive seminar is 
designed to give you an under-
standing of avalanche formation, 
“nature’s billboard” observation 
skills, the ability to use an 
avalanche transceiver and probe, 

and how to dig a snow study pit. 
There is time spent daily in the 
classroom and in the field. Info: 
$495; skinastc.com

FEB. 15 TO 23
SPORTS | Alpenglow 
Mountain Festival
A nine-day celebration in North 
Tahoe of human-powered moun-
tain sports, with events, clinics, 
critically acclaimed films, and 
more. This year, the festival will 
showcase almost 80 individual 
events. Geared toward begin-
ner and intermediate winter 
recreation enthusiasts, some of 
the best activities Lake Tahoe has 
to offer — backcountry skiing 
and splitboarding, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing, natural 
history, yoga, and live music — 
are featured at the event. Info: 
alpenglowsports.com

FEB. 23
SPORTS | Captain Nordic’s 
Throw Back Dress-Up Day
Dress up in your best retro ski 
gear or bright colors for a fun 

day on the trails to remember 
the spirit of local kids’ coaching 
legend Mark Nadell (aka Captain 
Nordic). Info: free, 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Tahoe Donner Cross 
Country; tahoedonner.com 

FEB. 28 TO MARCH 8
COMMUNITY | 39th 
Annual SnowFest! 
10 fun-filled days and nights 
of mountain Mardi-Gras. Since 
1982 SnowFest! has brought 
events and activities for all ages. 
Complete the Gar Woods Polar 
Bear Swim, or simply enjoy the 
Tahoe City Parade. This year’s 
event will bring back annual 
favorites along with a host of new 
ones, on and off the mountain. 
Info: tahoesnowfest.org

MARCH
MARCH 1
COMMUNITY | Want to 
Build a Snowman?
Looking for an excuse to get 
your creative juices flowing? 
Build the most epic snowman 

you can for this fun and friendly 
competition. All snowmen must 
be completed by 2 p.m. to be 
considered by the judges. Info: 
starts at 9:30 a.m. with judging 
at 2 p.m.; tahoedonner.com/
snowplay

SPORTS | Great Ski Race
Join the 42nd annual Great 
Ski Race and ski from Tahoe 
City to Truckee in the largest 
Nordic ski race west of the 
Mississippi while supporting 
the Tahoe Nordic Search & 
Rescue Team, a nonprofit, 
all-volunteer organization. 
This main fundraising event 
for the team is organized by 
community supporters, team 
members, and volunteers. 
Race proceeds are used to pur-
chase equipment and support 
winter survival and avalanche 
education programs sponsored 
and conducted by the team. 
Info: thegreatskirace.com

MARCH 19 TO 22: Head over to Red Dog at Squaw for a legendary Freestyle Moguls Championship that dates back to the 1960s. Photo by Ben Arn

See CALENDAR p. 34
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MARCH 2 TO 4
SPORTS | Advance Your  
Ski Skills
The All-Terrain/All-Conditions 
course (for skier levels: 6-9) 
is NASTC’s trademark full 
immersion course designed 
to get you off that intermedi-
ate or advanced plateau. 
Experienced and nationally 
ranked coaches will help you 
make the changes you need 
to meet your skiing goals. 
Through a successful method-
ology including breaking down 
your skiing to its fundamentals, 
reviewing the building blocks 
of high-level skiing, video, 
equipment discussions, fitness 
recommendations, practical 
technique/tactics, and lots 
and lots of mileage, our top 
trainers will guide you through 
our step-by-step progression 
towards total skiing mastery. 
Info: skinastc.com

MARCH 7 TO 14
SPORTS | Cross-Country 
Junior Nationals
Auburn Ski Club on Donner 
Summit in cooperation with 
U.S. Ski and Snowboard 
presents the ultimate junior 
cross-country skiing event of 
the year. Join the community 
in a celebration of the country’s 
best young athletes in com-
petition. Info: event details at 
xcjuniornationals2020.com

MARCH 19 TO 22
SPORTS | U.S. Freestyle 
Moguls Championship
The nation’s top freestyle moguls 
skiers will descend on Squaw 
Valley Alpine Meadows in the 
season-culminating event. 
The U.S. Freestyle Moguls 
Championships brings the 
nation’s top freestyle moguls 
skiers together for two days of 
intense competition in moguls 
and dual moguls events. National 
team members and divisional 
athletes will face off on the 
renowned Red Dog ski run — a 
venue that’s hosted elite ski 

competition as far back as the 
1960 Olympic Winter Games to 
compete for national titles. U.S. 
Ski Team members Jaelin Kauf 
and Jesse Andringa will both look 
to defend their double titles of 
current reigning 2019 moguls and 
dual moguls national champions. 
Info: squawalpine.com

MARCH 27 TO 29
MUSIC | Return of 
WinterWonderGrass
Need your craft beer 
and bluegrass kick? The 
WinterWonderGrass Festival 
is back at Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows for its fifth year, 
hosting more than 25 artists 
and 20 California and Nevada 
breweries. This year, The Devil 
Makes Three, The Infamous 
Stringdusters, and Billy Strings 
will be headlining the event on 
four stages along with others 
— including the Fruition, The 
Lil Smokies, and The Brothers 

Comatose. Sierra Nevada 
Brewing will be the presenting 
brew sponsor. Info: all-ages 
family event but must be 21 
to buy alcohol, $179-$329; 
winterwondergrass.com

MARCH 28 & 29
SPORTS | Luggi Foeger 
Uphill/Downhill Festival
You gotta get up to get down! 
Pick your preferred leg-
powered method: snowshoes, 
skins, running shoes, etc., 
and join other endurance 
athletes for a race to the top of 
Diamond Peak. Formerly called 
the Uphill/Downhill Dash, the 
Luggi Foeger Uphill/Downhill 
Festival is being expanded into 
a full weekend of fun. For those 
less competitive, a recreational 
course will be available. The 
weekend will also include 
backcountry ski workshops, 
avalanche education, and more. 
Info: noon; diamondpeak.com

APRIL
APRIL 18
COMMUNITY | Tahoe 
Truckee Earth Day Festival
The Tahoe Truckee Earth Day 
Festival is a volunteer-run 
nonprofit event to recognize, 
celebrate, and promote the 
region’s unique beauty. Head to 
the Village at Squaw Valley for 
live music and entertainment, 
and learn how to preserve and 
protect our local and global 
natural resources. The Earth Day 
Festival provides a multitude of 
educational booths on the topics 
of watershed health, forest health, 
pollution prevention, alternative 
energy, waste management, local 
art, and more. Info: free, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.; squawalpine.com 

APRIL 28
ARTS & CULTURE | Nat 
Geo Live in Reno
Go around the world in search 
of big cats with award-winning 
photographer Steve Winter. A 
determined explorer, Winter 
will lead you from Asian jungles 
where resilient tiger popula-
tions persist, to the Himalaya, 
home of the rare snow leopard. 
Co-author of the National 
Geographic book Tigers 
Forever, Winter’s mission is to 
share the beauty of big cats 
while working to save them. 
Info: tickets $28 to $58, 7:30 
p.m., Pioneer Center for the 
Arts, Reno; pioneercenter.com

APRIL DATE TBA
SPORTS | Cushing Crossing
The 30th annual original pond 
skiing event is now a popular 
classic. Join the celebrity guest 
panel and enjoy the thrills and 
spills while participants make 
their way across the pond at 
the base of Squaw Valley. Keep 
an eye out for 2020’s official 
Cushing Crossing date. Info: 
squawalpine.com

Thirsty for more TAP? See our 
full calendar of events at moon-
shineink.com/tahoe-events  

CALENDAR from p. 33

TAP CALENDAR

APRIL 18: Head over for a day filled with fun and educational events, 
including the ever-popular Trashion Show when the Tahoe Truckee Earth Day 
Festival returns to Squaw Valley. Courtesy photo

FEB 1 TO APRIL: End your day with a chair ride up to Diamond Peak’s 
Snowflake Lodge for Last Tracks. Photo by Robyn Scarton
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STARS, NATURE, AND 
HISTORY WITH TAHOE 
ADVENTURE COMPANY

This winter, Tahoe Adventure 
Company and Tahoe Star 
Tours are partnering to offer 
Snowshoe Star Tours on Lake 
Tahoe’s North Shore. The tour 
starts with an easy 1- to 3-mile 
sunset snowshoe tour during 
which guides teach about the 
natural and human history of 
the area. Participants will enjoy 
the alpenglow and Tahoe’s 
majestic, snow-topped winter 
forest. The evening comes to 
an end with the brilliant night 
sky. Hot beverages and snacks 
are also included. 

This crew recommends 
advance reservations, which 
can be made online at 
tahoeadventurecompany.com. 
Tickets are $85 per person and 
include snowshoes, trekking 
poles, knowledgeable guides, 
permit fees, and more. Tours 
are scheduled Dec. 23, 2019, 
Jan. 20 and Feb. 24, 2020. All 
tours begin at 4:30 p.m. and 
conclude at approximately 
8:30 p.m.

DIAMOND PEAK 
MOONLIGHT HIKES

Join the Incline Village Parks 
& Recreation for three com-
munity snowshoe hikes to the 
Snowflake Lodge at Diamond 
Peak. This award-winning 
event is intended for ages 
10 and older and is part of 
the Community Health and 
Wellness Outreach Initiative. 
The 1.5-mile (3-mile round trip) 
hike includes guides, exclusive 
after-hour access to Diamond 
Peak and Snowflake Lodge, 
s’mores, and hot cocoa. Food 
and bar items will be available 
to purchase at the lodge. 
Participants are required to 
bring their own equipment; 

however, snowshoe rentals are 
available at the Village Ski Loft 
or Hyatt Sport Shop.

Hikes are scheduled for Jan. 
10, Feb. 7, and March 6, 
2020. The group will meet at 
Diamond Peak’s Base Lodge 
Deck (upper parking lot) at 
5:30 p.m. for the 1.5-mile hike 
to Snowflake Lodge and return 
to the Base Lodge around 9:30 
p.m. Cost is $25 per person, 
or $20 with a valid IVGID pass. 
Preregistration is required 
and may be completed at 
the Incline Village Recreation 
Center by phone at (775) 
832-1310, or online at register.
yourtahoeplace.com.

VIEW OF THE COSMOS  
AT NORTHSTAR 

Guests of all ages will enjoy an 
easy-to-moderate snowshoe 
walk with an unobstructed 
view of the cosmos. Stargazing 
Snowshoe Tours are two 
to two and a half hours in 
length, and meet at 5 p.m. at 
Northstar California Resort’s 
Cross Country, Telemark 

& Snowshoe Center. Tours 
conclude at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Lake Tahoe with telescope 
viewing and hot beverages. 
Tours will take place Dec. 28, 
2019, Jan. 18 and 25, 2020, and 
Feb. 15 and 29, 2020.

Advance reservations are 
required, as tours do sell 
out, and can be made online 
at northstarcalifornia.com. 
Tickets are available for $79 
for guests ages 13 and older 
and $57 for kids ages 12 and 
under. Snowshoe rentals 
are available for $27. Well-
behaved, leashed dogs are 
also welcome. Prices exclude 
Eventbrite reservation fees.

LAKE TAHOE TOURS,  
NINE OPTIONS

This one is perfect for first-
timers and athletic children 
ages 10 and up. The tour takes 
you on a 1- to 2-mile trek at a 
slow pace. During the two-
and-a-half-hour guided tour, 
you’ll see mountaintop views, 
pristine wilderness, and North 
Tahoe wildlife. Lake Tahoe 
Snowshoe Tours have tons of 

different options, including 
a marriage proposal trek, a 
sunset and stargazing tour, and 
a morning wildlife photo tour. 

Check out all nine options on 
their website for ticket pricing: 
tahoesnowshoetours.com.

OLYMPIC VALLEY WITH 
ALPENGLOW EXPEDITIONS

Snowshoe through Olympic 
Valley’s snowy meadow and 
designated trail system at the 
Resort at Squaw Creek. The 
resort’s Nordic Center, at the 
trailhead of the Cross-Country 
Ski & Snowshoe trails, rents 
snowshoes for adults and kids. 
All trails originate at the Resort 
at Squaw Creek, which is just 
a short, complimentary shuttle 
ride from the Squaw Valley 
parking lot. Hop on the shuttle 
near the preferred parking 
area of the main lot. 

Call (530) 583-6300 for more 
information.

~ Molly Wilcox/Moonshine Ink 
 

SHOE-IN: A guided snowshoe tour is a great way to check out Tahoe’s stellar star view. Courtesy photo

Snowshoe the Day Away with these guided tours
Around the Region

GETGET
OUT & GO
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There’s nothing better than 
cozying up with good friends, 
warm food, and your beverage 
of choice after a long, sometimes 
brutal, day on the slopes. No 
matter where you are in North 
Tahoe, you can take refuge 
from the storms in these warm 
restaurants. Here’s a roundup of 
the best après in the Truckee/
North Tahoe area. From Incline 
Village to Truckee and all along 
the lake, pull up a seat at these 
eateries 

SQUAW VALLEY
The Auld Dubliner Irish Pub  
and Restaurant
 
After a day on the mountain, go 
experience The Auld Dubliner’s 
happy hour from 2 to 4 p.m. Save $2 
on all 14 draft beers, have a Red Bull 
and vodka for $5, or get a $3 Pabst 
Blue Ribbon. Try one of their delicious 
appetizers at discounted prices: 
spinach artichoke dip, fish tacos, curry 
chips, or Reuben-style fries. Info: (530) 
584-6041, aulddublinertahoe.com

Coffeebar Squaw Valley 
For a break from the typical bar 
scene, head over to Coffeebar’s 
Squaw Valley location from 3 to 5 
p.m. on Fridays through Sundays 
for $5 beer and wine specials, 
two-for-$12 canned red wine, and 
two-for-$5 Peroni and Tahoe Pale 
Ales. You might even go for one of 
their fresh baked pastries to go with 
it. Info: (530) 580-4200, coffeebar.
com  

Tremigo
Craving some authentic Mexican 
food? Well lucky for you, Squaw 
Valley just opened a brand-new 
Mexican restaurant right in the heart 
of the Village. Enjoy over 100 types 
of tequila and mezcal, as well as 
fresh, authentic food to share in this 
new, family restaurant. Info: open 
seven days a week, (530) 584-6021, 
tremigotahoe.com

22 Bistro 
Located conveniently just off the 
slopes, right under the Squaw Valley 
funitel, you can’t go wrong with 22 
Bistro after a long grueling day of 
downhill. Grab a $5 draft beer, house 
wine, or well cocktail and check back 
in for rotating food specials from 
their menu. Info: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 to 5 p.m., (530) 484-
6170, 22bistro.com

Le Chamois
Popularly known as “The Chammy,” 
this legendary Squaw bar is the 
perfect place to meet your friends 
at the bottom of the slopes for 
wine, beer, and maybe a slice of 
pizza. They have an outside bar 
with plenty of seating, as well as an 
upstairs loft to get cozy. Info: (530) 
583-4505, squawchamois.com

NORTHSTAR 
Rubicon Pizza Company 
Ready for some grub from the 
Village after hitting the slopes? 
Stop by Rubicon Pizza between 3 
and 5 p.m. Mondays to Thursdays 
for $1 off draft beers, wines, and 
cocktails, as well as a pint and per-
sonal pizza for $14. Info: excludes 
holiday weeks, (530) 562-2199, 
rubiconpizzaco.com 

Bourbon Pub
This new Michael Mina restaurant 
is sure to be the talk of the village 
this winter season. Check out their 
truffle potato chips, steamed bao 
buns, or spicy Korean Wagyu tacos 
and warm up with a beverage. Info: 
open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 
northstarcalifornia.com 

INCLINE 
Brewforia Beer Market

From the tall pine forests in Incline 
Village, go enjoy a tasty happy 
hour at Brewforia Beer Market and 
Kitchen. From Monday through 
Friday, 3:30 to 5 p.m., take 
advantage of two-for-one drinks and 
discounts on happy hour foods. They 
also have a food menu including 
cheesy bread, pork ribs, house 
pies, and tasty bowls. Info: (775) 
298-7660, brewforia.com 

Glasses Wine Bar
If you’re looking for the perfect glass 
of wine and maybe even a good 
read, try Glasses’ happy hour. They 
have 26 different wines by the glass, 
live music every Saturday starting 
at 8 p.m., and an in-house library 
for you to sit and browse. Choose 
any four wines from behind the bar 
for a $12 happy hour wine tasting. 
Info: Happy hour is Tuesday through 
Friday from 4 to 6 p.m. (775) 298-
7472, glasseswinebar.com

Alibi Ale Works
Stop by for a delicious locally 
brewed beer at Alibi Ale Works in 
Incline Village any day of the week 
for delicious, local beer and filling 
bites. Also check out their Truckee 
location, offering similar deals 
and events. Info: (775) 298-7001, 
alibialeworks.com

Crosby’s Tavern
Head over to Crosby’s Tavern from 
3 to 6 p.m. daily for 70-cent wings 
and $4 well drinks, micro drafts, and 
glasses of wine, as well as domestic 
drafts for $3. Other food deals 
include their nachos grande and 
Irish nachos. Info: (775) 833-1030, 
crosbyspub.com

TRUCKEE 
Cottonwood  

In the bar room at Cottonwood, 
you can enjoy discounted prices on 
wines by the glass, as well as draft 
beers, martinis, and cocktails until 6 
p.m. — and all evening on Thursdays 
for locals’ night. They also offer a va-

A ROUNDUP OF THE BEST IN THE AREA

WHAT’S YOUR ALIBI?: Check out some local beer and quality eats in Alibi Ale 
Works’ newest location in Incline Village. Courtesy photo

Happy Hours
By Molly Wilcox 
Moonshine Ink

SOUL KITCHEN

IRISH PUB COMFORT FOOD: 
Slàinte! Cozy up in The Auld 
Dubliner’s dining room for a Guinness 
and the best hot wings  
in the Olympic Valley. Courtesy photo
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riety of small plates such as mac and 
cheese gnocchi, poutine, and their 
delicious char-grilled burger. Info: 
4:30 to 6 p.m. daily, (530) 587-5711, 
cottonwoodrestaurant.com  

Truckee Tavern and Grill

Belly up to the bar at Truckee Tavern 
and Grill for their nightly happy hour 
from 5 to 6 p.m. Enjoy $1 off draft 
beer, specialty cocktails, and glasses 
of wine, or $5 well drinks. They also 
have a few discounted plates such as 
BBQ wings, a juicy half-pound burger 
with fries, and the house pasta. Info: 
(530) 587-3766, truckeetavern.com 

 

Pianeta

Cruise over to Pianeta when you’re 
done on the mountain to enjoy their 
drink specials: $6 house red and 
white wine, $5 micro brews and well 
cocktails, and $7 specialty cocktails. 
If your stomach’s growling, you’re 
in luck. Chow down on Pianeta’s 
yummy bites including a pesto 
caprese salad, bruschetta, and herb-
marinated olives. Info: 5 to 6 p.m. 
Sundays through Thursdays, (530) 
587-4694, pianetarestraunttruckee.
com 

Drunken Monkey 
Mondays through Thursdays from 
3 to 5 p.m. are your chance to 
get some of the best Japanese 
food in the area for a great price. 
Head to Drunken Monkey for 
discounted bottled beers including 
Sapporo, as well as hot and cold 
sake, white wine, red wine, and 
ginger brew. Discounted food items 
change daily. Info: (530) 582-9755, 
drunkenmonkeysushi.com 

Old Town Tap
Who doesn’t like a $3 beer on tap? 
Old Town Tap has a $6 specialty 
cocktail, $5 glass of red or white 
wine, $2 Pabst Blue Ribbon in a can, 
$5 beer and a shot deal, and a $3 
Truckee Brewing session ale. And 
if that isn’t enough, you can grab a 
snack for $6 or less including burrata, 
hummus and flatbread, and warm 
olives. Info: 4 to 6 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays, (530) 563-5233, 
oldtowntaptruckee.com 

Bar of America
There’s never a dull moment at Bar 
of America. Join them Mondays 
through Fridays from 4 to 6 p.m. 
for some discounted well drinks, 
draft beer, and house wines. Also 
enjoy discounted prices from the 
bar’s cocktail menu. Info: holiday 
periods excluded, (530) 587-2626, 
barofamerica.com

Mellow Fellow
Get comfortable and cozy at the 
bar at Mellow Fellow in Truckee 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays for $1 off beer pints and 
food specials. Info: (530) 214-8927, 
mellowfellowpub.com 

TAHOE CITY 
The Pioneer Cocktail Club

If you haven’t checked out Tahoe 
City’s new cocktail bar, it’s time. 
Happy hour is daily from 3 to 6 
p.m. and from 10 p.m. to close. 
You can order half-priced pizzas, $3 
tacos, cocktail specials for $8, and 
a Mexican lager beer on tap with a 
well shot for $8. For the night owls 
out there, the kitchen stays open 
until 11 p.m. and never closes early. 
Check back in regularly for special 
events and discounts. Info: (530) 
523-0402, pcctahoe.com

Fat Cat Bar & Grill
Calling all football lovers! Just across 
the street from the lake at Fat Cat 
Bar & Grill, you can have a $5 well 
drink or 16-ounce draft, a glass of $6 
house wine, or 30% off all appetizers 
and salads. Happy hour runs from 4 
to 6:30 p.m. from Sunday through 
Friday and is extended to 9 p.m. on 
Sundays, Mondays, and Thursdays 
for football games. Info: (530) 583-
3355, tahoefatcat.com 

Sunnyside
Want to catch some beautiful 
lake views? Every Wednesday at 
Sunnyside is Taco Night, beginning 
at 4 p.m. with $4 fish, carne asada, 

or chicken tacos. Enjoy their drink 
deals of $4 Pacificos and a margarita 
special. Info: (530) 583-7200, 
sunnysidelodge.com 

Uncorked Tahoe City 
Stop by Uncorked’s Tahoe City 
location Mondays through Thursdays 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Wine is $6 a glass and 
cheese plates are $14. Catch glimpses 
of the gorgeous wooden accents 
built by Roundwood designs at this 
location and at Uncorked Squaw. 
Also, check out Uncorked Truckee for 
similar happy hour deals. Info: (530) 
581-1106, uncorkedtahoe.com 

Bridgetender Tavern and Grill
Just across from the lake and 
right on the Truckee River, the 
Bridgetender has delicious happy 
hour. Well drinks and a variety of 
house wines are $6, and choose 
from a selection of draft beer for 
$4 or $5. Also enjoy tasty treats like 
bacon bleu brussels sprouts, Saag’s 
Bavarian bratwurst with sauerkraut, 
and a deep-fried sushi roll, all under 
$9. Info: 4:15 to 6:15 p.m. Mondays 
through Thursdays, (530) 583-3342, 
tahoebridgetender.com 

Za’s Lakefront
With picturesque views across the 
lake in Tahoe City, Za’s Lakefront 
happy hour is from 3 to 6 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays. Enjoy 
a $10 draft beer and pizza deal 
when purchased with happy hour 
drinks. On top of that, there are 
6o-cent wings. Info: (530) 583-9292, 
zaslakefront.com  
 

KINGS BEACH,  
CARNELIAN BAY
Lanza’s
Lanza’s is known for huge portions 
and delicious-tasting Italian food. 
Stop by for their daily happy hour 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. for $1 off beer, 
wine, and well drinks. From Sunday 
through Thursday, 4:30 to 6 p.m., 
enjoy 50% off select appetizers such 
as garlic bread and garlic cheese 
bread, garlic bread with meatball or 
sausage, and baked artichoke hearts. 
Info: (530) 546-2434, lanzastahoe.com 

Whitecaps Pizza
In scenic Kings Beach, happy hour at 
Whitecaps Pizza is from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Mondays through Sundays. All 16-ounce 
beers on tap and wines by the glass are 
$1 off and you can add a “monster” 
pizza slice for just $4.95. Info: (530) 
546-2200, whitecapspizza.com

Spindleshanks
Head over to Spindleshanks for their 

awesome all-day happy hour every 
Tuesday, as well as every weekday 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Enjoy rotating 
deals such as $5 glasses of wine, $2 
raw oysters, and taco specials. Info: 
(530) 546-2191, spindleshankstahoe.
com 

Las Panchitas
In the mood for some traditional 
Mexican food? Las Panchitas’ 
happy hour runs from 4 to 6 p.m. 
every day, and specials include $4 
margaritas, $3 beers, and 25% off all 
dinner meals. Info: (530) 546-4539, 
laspanchitas.com 

Gar Woods Grill & Pier
Take in beautiful Lake Tahoe at 
Gar Woods from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Specials include discounted prices 
on “deck favorites,” appetizers, 
and select discounted drinks like 
the original Wet Woody, house 
wine, and draft beer. Info: Mondays 
through Fridays, (530) 546-3366, 
garwoods.com 

CB’s Bistro

Lookin’ for variety? Check out the 
packed menu full of favorite comfort 
foods at CB’s Bistro, with a daily 
happy hour from 4 to 6 p.m. You’ll 

love getting $1 off of all draft beer, 
house wine, and appetizers including 
jalapeno poppers, crispy cauliflower, 
garlic dough knots, and fried 
zucchini sticks. Info: (530) 546-4738, 
cbsbistro.com 

SOUL KITCHEN

CHARISMATIC COCKTAILS: The 
Truckee Tavern has a handful of 
unique drinks, tasty share plates, and 
a famous burger. What’s not to love? 
Courtesy photo

LUXURIOUS LAKE VIEWS:  
Gar woods offers more than great 
food and drinks. Photo by Nina Miller
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Snowpocalypse Now
YOUR CANVAS

Last year’s winter was a doozy. We all have flashbacks of back-breaking snow 
shoveling and dogs sinking hilariously in extraordinary amounts of pow; fresh, 
deep days carving up the slopes and opening our doors to find a wall of 
snow instead of a world out there. As we enter “the season” in Tahoe, 
let’s look back at some of our memories from the last one. Here, 
community member-submitted photos speak many thousands 
of words about that shared experience as we look forward to 
a year of unknown snow mass in the Sierra. People were 
eager; we shoveled through quite a few submissions 
to pick our favorites. 

WHAT’S UP DOG?: Photo by Dane Molina

SNOWPOCALYPSE 2019 rendered decks 
useless and made mountains out of molehills. 
Photo by Michelle Mastroianni

POW POW: It’s all worth it when we get out in that fresh drift. 
Photo by Emily Lo Prescott

BURIED: Historic downtown sees historic snowfall.  
Photo by Sarah Miller/Moonshine Ink
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YOUR CANVAS
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FREE skiing for youth and 70+
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GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER? 
No one. Photo by Brittany Burris

SNOWPLOWS keep our community up and running 
when snows get high. Photo by Candace Gehring SNOW DOG Photo by Dane Molina

WINTER’S SWORDS:  We all know and love the glittering, majestic weapons that 
form and grow from our rooftops each year. Remember not to stand underneath 
one, even for a photo opp. Photo by Ruth Cross



TahoeTruckeeTransit.com – Text “TART” to 24587 
Take the North Lake Tahoe Express: Daily airport shuttle from 5:30am–midnight. NorthLakeTahoeExpress.com | (866) 216-5222 

TAHOE TRUCKEE AREA
REGIONAL TRANSIT
WINTER 2020 BUS SERVICES

FREE Park and Ride 
Weekends | President’s Day 
FREE to/from Squaw Valley and Northstar California

From area Park and Ride lots

December 2019: 28–29 
January 2020:   4–5, 11–12, 18–19, 25–26 
February 2020: 1–2, 8-9, 15–17, 22–23, 29 
March 2020:  1, 7–8, 14–15, 21–22, 28–29
Go to TahoeTruckeeTransit.com for Park and Ride details. 

FREE Daily Regional Routes 
Hourly service on Highway 267 and Highway 89 to/from 
Truckee. Extended 30-minute service through April 6 to: 
Crystal Bay, Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, Carnelian Bay,  
Tahoe City, Squaw Valley, and Northstar.
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NOW FREE! 
Just hop on the bus. 

FREE North Shore and  
NEW Truckee Night Service! 
NEW this winter night service extends to Truckee until 
11pm with North Shore routes extended until 2am.  
Enjoy a night out on the town within Tahoe City, Tahoe  
Vista, Kings Beach, Crystal Bay, Northstar, Squaw Valley 
and Truckee! 
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