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WE ARE: Deerfield Community Church  |  11605 Deerfield Dr., Truckee, CA 96161  |  11 a.m. Sunday service

MY NAME IS James Stark, a biblical archaeologist, and new pastor in town. I love Truckee, and pastoring  
in Truckee!

OUR COMMITMENT is making disciples by raising momentous leaders, great communicators, master teachers,  
faith believers in tangible facts, and passionate dreamers! 

THE GOOD: To create a cultural bridge from Baby Boomers to Gen X, Millennials and Gen Z and everything  
in between. To raise the level of love — pushing back indifference and judgmentalism ...

THE BETTER: Meeting the greatest local needs by linking real life to community. Joining the truth,  
with Beamers and Birkenstocks, artistic hobbyists, innovative dreamers and retirees. 

THE UGLY: U.S. has an average of 49 murders per day, marriages end in 50% divorce. There are more adult 
bookstores than McDonald’s restaurants, 3 to 1! Every 30 minutes 228 children and teenagers will be 
molested or abused ... and statistics go on ... We are guiding to prevent those from existing in the Truckee love 
culture! Come join us!

COMMITMENT: Hiking our authentic cultural struggles of everyday 
living in Truckee: Economics, hobbies, and health. Making a 
difference, in loved ones and friends. Living life to the fullest, 
stepping up to give back. Climbing and grinding — in season and 
out of season — to change the world one household a time!

BIG IDEA: God is real!

NOW — FUTURE: Our Christian calling is:  
building value and hope into people.

TRUCKEE LOVE – COME TO LIFE

DEERFIELD COMMUNITY  
Making a difference, one awesome life at a time ...

CHECK IT OUT: Join us for Back-to-Church Sunday
DATE: Sept. 16, 2018  |  TIME: 11 a.m. service

SNACKS: Donuts, pastries, coffee, tea, and more ... 

WELCOME, WELCOME!
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T RUCK E E  D OW N TOW N  M E RCH A N T S  A S S O CI AT I O N

T h i n k  lo c a l .  B e  lo c a l .  B uy  lo c a l .  G iv e  lo c a l .

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN!

Tickets: $35 in advance or 4 for $120 / $40 day of
Available at historictruckee.com or locally at Cooking Gallery.

SMALL BITES PROVIDED BY | Morgan’s Lobster Shack; Jax at the Tracks; Best Pies; 
Moody’s Bistro, Bar & Beats; Burger Me!; Northstar; Philosophy; Cottonwood;  

Bar of America; Tahoe Oil & Spice; Eats Cooking Company; The Station

SIPS PROVIDED BY | Anderson Valley; Bluemoon Miller Coors; Deschutes;  
Saint Archer; The Brewer’s Cabinet; 21st Admendment; Mike’s Hard Lemonade; 

Anchor Brewing; Hope Valley; Samuel Adams; Drake Brewing Co.; FiftyFifty 
Brewing Co.; Alibi Ale Works; Crispin Cider; Uncorked; Truckee River Winery; 
Bluestone Jewelry — The Bull and Binz Zinfandel, The Bruin; Art Truckee — 

Nevada City Wine; Heretic Brewing Co.

Follow us on

www.historictruckee.com
TDMA IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

2 0 1 8
Sept 15

Tech & Print

THANK 
YOU!

from

Community Arts Center,
Church St., Downtown Truckee

Tickets for sale at 
Cooking Gallery or online  

at historictruckee.com 

SATURDAY, OCT. 20th 
7–9:30 PM

Tickets available 
on September 14! SAVE

THE
DATE!

ONE DAY ONLY. IT’S FREE!

Recycle Old Paint and Mattresses for Free

SAT. SEPT. 22 • 9 am - 1 pm

Drop off leftover paint and old mattresses for recycling. 
California households & businesses only.

MATTRESSES
Households and businesses may drop off mattresses and box springs. Unacceptable items:  

futons, air mattresses, crib mattresses, mattress toppers, pillows, or bedding accessories.

paintcare.org/ca • (855) 724-6809 byebyemattress.com • (855) 700-9973

Truckee Tahoe Airport • 10356 Truckee Airport Road 
Tell Us Your Arrival Time: truckee-paint-dropoff.eventbrite.com

HOUSE PAINT, STAIN, & VARNISH
Households may bring any amount of latex or oil-based house paint. Businesses may bring any amount of latex paint, but there are  
restrictions on oil-based paint (contact PaintCare for details). No aerosols (spray paint) or unlabeled, leaking, or empty containers.
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Do Tell!

INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS  BY WADE SNIDER/MOONSHINE INK

You: An Origin Story
It’s a (not so proven) fact that 99 percent of North Lake Tahoe residents hail from New 
England, the land of clam chowder and frappes. A few of us come from Virginia, a 
handful from Oregon, and exactly one of us comes from Oklahoma. Most of us move 
here for similar reasons; to enjoy the beautiful summers and the debatably amazing 
winters. Some of us chase love into the mountains and linger after it’s over, while 
others find love in these here hills. We are all here now, but where did we come from? 
Moonshine Ink takes to the streets to ask, “Do you know where you came from? I 
mean not like where you moved from, but, where did you COME from?”

JOYCE SMITH, Truckee
New Moon Natural Foods

My grandfather, Lester Theodore May, was out of the hills 
of Tennessee. His father was Pleasant Savannah May. My 
grandfather was one of 18 children. His mother, my great-
grandmother, divorced and remarried the man who started the 
Foursquare Church. My grandfather detested church but his wife 
went to church every Sunday. He would sneak in and wait in the 
back of church so he could be with her.

ANDREW TERRY, Truckee
Retired

I am from Hereford, England. My middle name is Tudor, a 
famous English name. Three of my grandparents are from 
Hereford, England and there is not much more to it. You can 
call it Podunk, England. That is where I am from — Podunk, 
England.

NIELS KREJCIR, Truckee
Clear Capital

My dad was born in the Czech Republic but his family descends 
from Sweden. He came to the USA as an exchange student. My 
mom’s family has been in the USA for about five generations, 
but originally descended from the United Kingdom, specifically 
Great Britain.

MARIO VASQUEZ, Truckee
Performance Training Center 

You can trace my entire family back to Mexico City. My family 
brought me to Lake Tahoe in 1991, and we have been here ever 
since.  

NICOLETTE HOWELL, Truckee
Coffeebar

Hold on, I need to ask my mom … My paternal grandfather is 
Welsh and my grandmother is Swiss. As for my mother’s side, 
my great-grandpa was half Scottish and half German, and my 
grandma was Scottish and Irish. 
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FIND A SUMMER FULL OF EVENTS AT
SQUAWALPINE.COM

DRESS TO IMPRESSDRESS TO IMPRESS

Sat., Sept. 22 • 12–6PM

Village at Squaw Valley
Free Entry!

Sat., Sept. 22 • 12–6PM

Village at Squaw Valley
Free Entry!

BREAK OUT THE LEDERHOSEN, TOSS A BRAT AND HELP

SUPPORT THE HIGH SIERRA LACROSSE FOUNDATION
BREAK OUT THE LEDERHOSEN, TOSS A BRAT AND HELP

SUPPORT THE HIGH SIERRA LACROSSE FOUNDATION

GERMAN BIERS
FROM BITBURGER

Plus traditional beers from
a variety of craft brewers

$20 INCLUDES MUG & 2 BEERS
$5 FOR ADDITIONAL BEERS

GERMAN BIERS
FROM BITBURGER

Plus traditional beers from
a variety of craft brewers

$20 INCLUDES MUG & 2 BEERS
$5 FOR ADDITIONAL BEERS

AUTHENTIC
ENTERTAINMENT

JOE SMIELL’S
20 PIECE BAVARIAN BAND

ALPENTÄNZER SCHUHPLATTLER

ALMENRAUSCH SCHUHPLATTLER

AUTHENTIC
ENTERTAINMENT

JOE SMIELL’S
20 PIECE BAVARIAN BAND

ALPENTÄNZER SCHUHPLATTLER

ALMENRAUSCH SCHUHPLATTLER



6                    13 SEPTEMBER – 10 OCTOBER 2018                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  •  530-582-1133

T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

We are here for when they do. 
Our team is dedicated to your pet’s recovery. 

Restore Your Pet’s Health

Surgery • Spinal Cord Injury 
Ligament/Muscle Tear • Wounds 

Toe Injuries • Bone Fractures • Arthritis

Also: Ask about exercises and techniques 
to prevent injury before it happens!

If your animal has:

We create a custom holistic treatment plan including:  
Physical Rehabilitation • Laser Therapy

 Spinal Manipulation Therapy • Nutritional Support

Injuries happen. 

GO ONLINE

HOT STORIES FROM  
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s email list 
features stories that are 
published only online.  
Sign up by visiting moon-
shineink.com/subscribe.

The Movie to Keep Squaw True
This summer, environmental protection advocate Sierra Watch 
produced a movie focused on recent development plans in Squaw 
Valley. In our August Get Out & Go story we interviewed both 
the film’s writer and producer, and the story was our most-read 
online this month. The movie premieres Sept. 14 at Truckee 
Community Arts Center. 

READ ONLINE IN THE ARTS & CULTURE SECTION

Finding Affordable Housing
One of our most read stories online was Sage Sauerbrey’s The 
Wait List from the August edition. The story addressed the 
current availability of affordable housing in Truckee/North Lake 
Tahoe and what new projects are in the works. For details, you 
can read the full story on our website. Incidentally, a meme 
generated from that story received a lot of attention on our 
Facebook page, too (see Housing Stats below). 

READ ONLINE IN THE NEWS SECTION

Additional Housing Solutions
As housing is on the forefront of most conversations in Tahoe, it’s 
no surprise that another widely read story was Amie Quirarte’s 
Innovative Solutions to Complex Housing Problems. In April, 
a “solutions slam” presented by the Mountain Housing Council 
resulted in a brainstorm on how to solve the problem. Read more 
about Quirarte’s winning idea to streamline ADU fees in her full 
story online. 

READ ONLINE IN THE NEWS SECTION

KEEP SQUAW TRUE

MORE HOUSING PLANNED
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ADU PATHWAYS

Marty O’Reilly 
& the Old Soul 
Orchestra

We shared our brand new Tiny Porch 5 | 
Marty O’Reilly & the Old Soul Orchestra 
on our Facebook to great response. At the 
time of printing, the video had received 
over 7,700 views. The band played a sweet 
acoustic rendition of Dreamcatcher from the 
porch of a Tahoe Vista home overlooking 
the lake. You can view the video and read a 
full interview about what it’s like to be in a 
traveling folk band on our website. 

Housing Stats
In our reports involving the housing crisis, we’ve obtained a lot of 
startling statistics to share with our readers. On our Facebook, 
we posted this one, and it sparked a passionate dialogue with 
our followers. Over 25 comments ranged from “rent is too damn 
high!” to “the majority of us can’t afford a one-bedroom shack for 
$350,000.”  

VIEW AT FACEBOOK.COM/TAHOEMOONSHINEINK

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST 
‘BOOKS, TWEETS & ‘GRAMS

Discover breaking news, 
generous giveaways, and 
behind-the-scene peeks at 
the Moonshine process.

TINY PORCH 5

BY THE NUMBERS 
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(530) 587-6263 (MANE)  ·  ManeAttraction.biz · 10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

MICROBLADING
WITH

FEATHER SHADING
7 available at our salon 8

BETTER LOOKING AND LONGER LASTING

21+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN PERMANENT MAKEUP

Lifetime Member

The final result is an ombre look with the front part of the brow  
light and airy moving into a more solid fill in.
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We have the latest technology to
provide  exceptional care.
CEREC for computer-aided crowns
and veneers can be done in one visit!    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay Avenue • Carnelian Bay, CA 96140

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay AvAvA evev nue • Carnelian Bay,y,y CACAC  9614A 9614A 0

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

NO MORE IMPRESSIONS!
NO MORE TEMPORARIES!
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530.563.8191 ~ LP Studio Jewelry
530.550.5400 ~ LP Studio Jewelry 

10007 Bridge St. Suite C Truckee. CA. 96161
9932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 96161

www.lorienpowers.com

Lorien Powers

Industrial Contemporary Designs

530.563.8191
10007 Bridge St. Suite C.

9932 Donner Pass Rd.
Truckee. CA. 96161
Lorienpowers.com

Lorien@lorienpowers.com

ON THE COVER:  
SUNSET FETCHES

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  On a trail off 
Donner Peak, there is a section where 
the sun soaks the landscape perfectly, 
creating light that works as well for a 
photo as it does for the eyes. Niels 
Krejcir plays fetch with his life partner, 
Clyde, in fall 2017. Follow the duo on 
Instagram @mtnclyd.

ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER |  
After much pestering from friends 
and family, Wade Snider started 
to put his work out there and 
now he’s the Moonshine Ink staff 
photographer. Fun fact: Besides 
being generally hilarious, he only 
knows one joke and it’s not even 
that good.

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “desert vibes” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “Mediterranea” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Le’a “graffiti noises” Gleason   
(lea@moonshineink.com)

Sage “yodel-opera” Sauerbrey 
(sage@moonshineink.com)

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
DAVID “bug symphony” BUNKER
MELISSA “alt EDM” SIIG
DAVE “restaurant classics” ZOOK

GRAPHIC DESIGN
LAUREN “junkshow” SHEARER
(lshearer@moonshineink.com)

PHOTOGRAPHER
WADE “cat punk” SNIDER
(wade@moonshineink.com)

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
JAMIE “shutter sounds” WANZEK
(jwanzek@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
SCOTT “four year punk” ROBINSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Olive Brown, Nancy and Bill Costello, Pat 
Dillon, Kara Fox, Tim Hauserman, Calin 
Lane, Holly Verbeck, Dave Zook

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
Inspired by a fuzzy definition on the Ink’s Facebook page, our fictional music genre of choice

As I child, I remember the crackling, poorly 
connected international phone calls on our land-

line from lawyers speaking 
in languages we didn’t 
understand. They were 
from a firm who’d been 
hired for a mass-settlement 
to aid survivors and people 
like my grandmother who 
were forced out of Austria 
during World War II. 

My grandmother, 
Marguerite Toepfer, was 
forced to flee her homeland 

of Austria due to her Jewish heritage. She 
escaped without harm, safe from the hor-
rendous treatment subjected to millions of 
others during that time. During that period, 
she was dating Peter Furst, who later penned 
the biographical novel Don Quixote in Exile and 
mentioned her in the book.

Fast forward many years. Marguerite became 
Margarite when she moved 
to America. She met my 
grandfather, and my father 
was born. Because of all of 
that, I am here today. Or 
should I say, because of all 
of those opportunities. My 
grandmother was allowed the 
opportunity and resources to 
become an American citizen, 
and for her it was a success 
and a new start.

This edition, we share stories 
of immigration experiences. 
We observe that even in 
our modern world, where 
resources are available at the 
touch of a button to some, 
opportunity still isn’t equal 
to all. This world, our reality, 

is still one where children are separated from 
their parents and kept in cages, people are shot 
crossing international borders, and wars rage 
over taxes, tariffs, and trade. 

I have everything I have today because 
Marguerite was strong enough, and had 
enough resources, to escape. I wish for equal 
opportunity for all and the option to procure the 
resources for success whether that be immigrat-
ing to the U.S., or simply trying to build a life 
here. 

While we cannot propose a solution to change 
the world in a day, we as a newspaper and as 
community members can do three things: share 
knowledge, form an educated decision in our 
own minds about what is right and wrong, and 
help others to receive the same opportunities 
that we have through our support of their 
struggles, be that by providing them resources, 
or just lending an ear. 

“More than any other 
nation on Earth, America 
has constantly drawn 
strength and spirit from 
wave after wave of immi-
grants. In each generation, 
they have proved to be the 
most restless, the most 
adventurous, the most 
innovative, the most indus-
trious of people. Bearing 
different memories, honor-
ing different heritages, 
they have strengthened 
our economy, enriched 
our culture, renewed our 
promise of freedom and 
opportunity for all ...” ~ Bill 
Clinton.  

Opportunity for All

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Le’a Gleason

CITIZEN: Our ad rep Nina Miller and son 
Levi, celebrating her official receipt of 
citizenship after moving to U.S. 17 years ago 
from Germany. Photo by Andreas Papaliolios

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

MOODYS
BISTRO, BAR & BEATS

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

September 14 & 15 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

West Grand Brass Band
(San Francisco)

September 20–22 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY

Apollo Bebop
(Hip Hop Jazz from Los Angeles)

October 5 & 6 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The George Souza Band
(Local Rhythm and Blues)

October 12 & 13 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Natalie Cressman
(New York City Jazz)
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink is published monthly and 
hits the streets on the second Friday of each 
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions 
expressed are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink staff 
or advertisers. Please contact us for advertising 
information at sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper. Stay 
up to date online at moonshineink.com.

Issue t Deadline

11 Oct – 7 Nov 28 Sept 
8 Nov – 12 Dec 26 Oct 
13 Dec – 9 Jan, 2019 30 Nov

These are the drop-dead deadlines. Howev-
er, if you want your submission considered, 
please try to send it in as early as possible 
and contact us for submission guidelines at 
info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

SCOTT ROBINSON grew up in the Easy 
Bay foothills and later received a BS from 
California Maritime Academy, going on 
to work as a merchant mariner. He moved 
to Truckee in 1998 to “chill out,” and 
raised two sons who attend Truckee High 
School. He is always looking for a reason, 
any reason, to be outdoors. Delivering 
Moonshine Ink to the region is one way.

OLIVE BROWN is a 12-year-old hound 
from Truckee. Olive has been writing for 
Moonshine Ink for over a decade (p. 36). 
She enjoys walking near Prosser Reservoir 
and has recently taken up stand-up 
paddleboarding. 

JULIANA DEMAREST is a Jersey girl with 
ink in her blood, a love which began at her 
uncle’s paper as a child. After cofounding a 
weekly suburban New Jersey newspaper, she 
photographed a local farmer who spent winters 
skiing Squaw and became a farmer’s wife. They 
moved to Truckee with their two kids in 2010, 
where she has excitedly made her return to 
journalism as the Ink’s new copy editor! 

DAVE ZOOK spent a year freelancing 
for Moonshine Ink, then was an associate 
editor for two years, and is now proud to 
be back as a sporadic-at-best freelancer. 
He has a fierce hope and belief in print 
journalism, no matter what the haters 
may say. See his drone story, p. 43.

N E W S
14  |  To be a Ghost in Plain Sight

We are a nation built by immigrants, but it has never been an easy journey. 
These are the stories of locals who have experienced our nation’s immigration 

policies firsthand, sometimes at a horrific cost.

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S S
40  |  Tahoe’s Drones

The key to responsible drone use in Tahoe is simple:  
Follow the rules (yes, there are rules).

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E
44  |  Art, in a Roundabout Way

Recent developments in Tahoe City uprooted a long-time local: the mackinaw 
trout sculpture which sat in the roundabout for many years. Kara Fox looks at 

the future of the sculpture and other public art in the Basin. 

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N T
30  |  Market Watch
Median home price is down again

31  | The Nitty Gritty; Space it Up!
What’s happening in market trends; start 
prepping your home now for winter

32  | On Sale Now
Three cozy properties

33  |  Real Rentals
Four homes with the potential to 
subdivide

M O U N T A I N  L I F E
34  |  A Flight of Geese
Tahoe’s feathered nuisance

36  |  Flip’s Friends
Ticks in Tahoe

46 |  Feel Good Story
Local teens trek through Nepal

T A P  C A L E N D A R

37  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events and 
announcements

38  |  Get Out & Go
Tiny Porch 5 and Lost Sierra Hoedown 
partner up

39  |  Get Out & Go
The Last Dalai Lama? film showing

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S
42  |  Balancing Act
Being at the pinnacle of a sport can 
wear the psyche. Professional climber 
Emily Harrington shares how being a 
beginner again, and even flailing a bit, 
helps to refresh the mind. 

S O U L  K I T C H E N 
43  |  Sauerkraut
Fermenting tips from Local Culture

Y O U R  C A N V A S
47  | Parting Shot; Trivia; Crossword
Ronnie Rector; Too many in Tahoe; You 
solve it

O P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell!
Insiders look at heritage 

10  |  Obituary; Fire in Your Backyard
David McBride; Friends of the Veterans 
building

11  |  My Shot
Seeking climate change solutions 
through art

12  |  Shine On, Readers Reflect
Sandy Poulsen’s centennial; In defense 
of a free press.

N E W S
8  |  Editor’s Note 
Equal opportunity for all

20  |  Upcoming Debate, Uncontested 
Races, Last Minute Candidates
Morse/McClintock debate is off; special 
district seats remain uncontested; final 
tally of who is running for local office.

22  |  You Asked. They Answered.
Why packages have been delayed and 
what the Truckee post office is doing 
about it, as well as the answer to an 
age-old question about the Ink.

23 |  In The Past
Learn why the most successful racing 
biplane in history has “Lake Tahoe” 
written on her nose, and the tragic story 
that accompanies it.

24 |  Shop Local
A roundup of local businesses; Arbor 
Boardhouse is by riders, for riders

26  |  News Briefs
Court upholds Squaw Valley Village 
approval; 945-acre Northstar-area 
property sold; $13 million for forest 
health projects; third potential 
roundabout for Kings Beach; and more

28  |  Business Briefs
New healthcare options in Kings Beach; 
Reno Airport sees economic boom; 
Tahoe Food Hub starts fundraising for 
location move; Mt. Rose commences $2 
million in upgrades; and more

46 NEW FRIENDSHIPS formed between Truckee and Nepali high school students, 
creating a bond that will continue as they communicate through online Amazon 
accounts even from across the world. Photo courtesy Calin Laine 

N I P  1 0V I N T A G E  1 6
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OPINION

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@moonshineink.
com.

In response to On Your Left

Bikers Need to be Heard
I enjoyed reading the article 
about bike safety that dis-
cussed issues for bikers, 
motorists, and pedestrians. 
Everyone who uses the roads 
and trails should read it. As a 
senior pedestrian who has hear-
ing issues, I would like to make 
a suggestion to bikers to make 
the trails safer for pedestri-
ans. In the Rules of the Road 
pamphlet in Illinois, bikers 
learn to call out “on your left” 
to pedestrians and horseback 
riders. Some bike riders use a 
horn or bell. For people with 
hearing loss, families, or dog 
walkers, this gives them time to 
get out of a biker’s way. Bikers 
need to remember that their 
bicycles are quiet and some-
times cannot be heard. I hope 
this suggestion helps everyone 
be safer on the trails.
~ Jim Swan, Incline Village, via 
letter

OBITUARY
David Dudley McBride,  

a Part of Tahoe’s Living Landscape
Jan. 31, 1922 – Aug. 27, 2018

FIRE IN YOUR BACKYARD
Editor’s Note: Sandy Stockton is the printing services coordinator 
at Gold Country Printing and a longtime trusted Ink asset.

On Aug. 1, Sandy Stockton was confronted with the immediate 
threat of the Omega Fire in her backyard, and the possibility 
she might lose her home. As the 727s dropped retardant and 
helicopters churned the smoke overhead, she and her family 
scrambled to save the irreplaceables, gather the necessary 
evacuation documents, and do what they could to protect their 
home. She watched three of her neighbors’ homes be lost to 
fire and came out of the experience with the realization that 
many aren’t fully prepared for wildfire — so she shared with us 
via email a useful to-do list she is currently putting into action in 
case the unthinkable happens.

1. WATER: Purchasing a 2,500-gallon water storage tank with 
fire hose fitting so we have back-up water and the ability to let 
firemen use our water source.

2. SOLAR POWER: Solar panel, hooked to an inverter, and 
connected to a 12-volt battery that gives us enough voltage 
to run our refrigerator and freezer off solar power so we don’t 
need electricity to save all our food. 

3. SPRINKLERS: Rain Bird sprinklers on the roof. Along with 
the tank we are going to hook up three sprinklers that will be 
on each peak of our house and run off the water storage tank 
and solar run 12-volt pump. This will allow us to turn on the 
sprinklers if we have to evacuate or if the fire gets close, so we 
have some sort of barrier to help save our home.

4. SOLAR LIGHTS: You know those cute little lights you can 
just stick in the ground. They work just as well inside during the 
night to light up hallways, rooms, etc. and recharge the next day 
from solar. These were great, it was basically the only light we 
had on the night of the fire.

It’s been about five 
years since the TDRPD 
committed to keeping 
the venerable Veterans 
Memorial Building as a 
public asset. The Friends 
of the Veterans Memorial 
Building was formed at 
that time as a community 
representative to help 
invigorate the hall as a 
space for recreational, 
social, cultural, and 
historic events; to help 
make it financially viable; and to bring the building and 
grounds to an attractive condition. 

Over these past five years the TDRPD has significantly 
increased recreational use of the building as well as rental 
use for events and workshops. We have done an enormous 
amount of research and submitted an application for the site 
to be on the National Historic Registry. On Saturday, July 28, a 
group of volunteers conducted a massive outdoor vegetation 
trim and cleanup on the grounds of the building. This is the 
latest example of the wonderful support we have gotten from 
the community and partnership with TDRPD, and we look 
forward to the continued invigoration and enhancement of 
this historic landmark.

SPRUCED UP: On Saturday, July 28, a 
group of volunteers conducted a massive 
outdoor vegetation trim and cleanup 
on the grounds of the building. Photo 
courtesy Rolf Gordon

Friends of the 
Veterans Building

OUT&

ABOUT

See READERS REFLECT p. 12

David Dudley McBride, 
Tahoe City, died peacefully at 
96 with family surrounding 
him. Dave was a cornerstone 
to the living landscape of the 
Tahoe community, contribut-
ing many hours, plants and 
opinions. We will miss his 
personality throughout the 

nursery. He is survived by his 
baby sister Sally Beckham; 
daughters Karen McBride 
(husband Fil Aguirre) of 
Tahoe City, Dianne Anderson 
(Doug Anderson) of Tucson, 
Arizona, and Leslie Hyche 
(John Hyche) of Tahoe 
City; grandchildren Ryan 
Anderson, Greg Anderson, 
Kevin Hyche, Kelsey Hyche, 
Patrick Stimac; and great-
grandson Davis Anderson. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in his name may be made to 
Sierra Senior Services, and 
Meals on Wheels. Friends are 
invited to join in celebrating 
his life Saturday, Sept. 22, 
1 p.m., at the Tahoe Tree 
Company. 

An excerpt from the 2016 
Uncle Dudley Among the 
Natives

By Carol Van Etten, 
Tahoehistory.com

In the summer of 1939, a 
young man named David 
Dudley McBride took a 
summer job washing dishes 
at Meeks Bay Resort, and 
thus got his first taste of Lake 
Tahoe. Over time, Tahoe 
had gotten inextricably into 
McBride’s blood, and by 
1950 he was working hard 
to develop a livelihood that 
could sustain him and his 
growing family at the lake 
year-round. He and his young 
wife Katherine (known by all 
as “Chick”) had their daugh-
ter Karen and her future 
siblings to consider.

Harvesting Christmas Trees 
was McBride’s entrée into the 
world of Tahoe agriculture. 
It is brutal, demanding work 
compressed into a short 
season, but this circumstance 
represented no great difficulty 
for the supremely fit McBride, 

and actually aided the 
development of other aspects 
of his plan. As he widened his 
contacts with old-time Tahoe 
woodsmen and gardeners, he 
began to learn the habits of 
native plants, long-favored for 
their adaptation to Tahoe’s 
harsh winters and short grow-
ing seasons.

In the spirit of Henry Kaiser, 
McBride was determined to 
find a need and fill it, and 
soon he was the man to see 
for firewood, fence posts and 
cedar rounds. In conversa-
tions with owners of lakefront 
estates too small to warrant a 
gardener on staff, he became 
aware of a widespread desire 
for some landscaping beyond 
what Mother Nature had 
provided. It was time to make 
the move.

With the help of Tahoe City 
pier builder and neighbor J.W. 

“Jim” Williamson, McBride 
secured a long-term lease on 
a portion of the 64-Acre par-
cel, and there he and Chick 
began to expand the various 
aspects of their business.

In every small town, civic 
betterment is largely the work 
of concerned individuals, 
and as Tahoe City began to 
think about how it looked 
to the world at large, Dave 
McBride played an important 
role in helping it put its best 
foot forward … in a huge 
community effort directed by 
McBride, the athletic field at 
the newly-completed North 
Tahoe High School was 
sodded, and there were many 
other commitments of time 
and materials over the years.

And now another three 
decades have evaporated 
before our eyes … It is a 
pleasure to recall a vibrant 
personality whose vision has 
done so much to make Lake 
Tahoe more beautiful. Thank 
you, Dave! 

FOREFATHER: David McBride 
contributed a wealth of knowledge to 
the Tahoe community and landscape. 
Photo courtesy McBride family
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LIVE  MUSIC  CALENDAR

CottonwoodRestaurant.com
(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted  Best Fine 
Dining Restaurant

Reservations 
Appreciated

HAPPY HOUR
in the BAR 
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:  
All Night Long

Historic Hilltop  
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

Thursday, September 13
Brooke and Dave

Friday, September 14
Jeremy Thomas

Thursday, September 20
Jacob Westfall

Friday, September 21
Peter and Dan

Thursday, September 27
Bias and Dunn

Friday, September 28
Tom and Tony

Thursday, October 4
Moon Gravy

Friday, October 5
Robert and Michael

Early Dinner Special $2900

Sunday–Thursday · 5-6 pm from Sept. 9 – Dec. 10, 2018

MOUNTAIN HARDWARE
SAVEMART
SAFEWAY

THE STORE
& ONLINE AT

www.ExinEd.org

DININGFOR

SCHOOLS

$50 entitles the holder to
50%off any individual

dinner entree at over 40
local restaurants.

Over 40 restaurants
participating

All proceeds benefit
Excellence in Education

Foundation

CARDS CAN BE
PURCHASED

AT THE FOLLOWING
LOCATIONS:

2018
CARDS 

ON SALE
NOW!

OPINION

“Beyond stun-
ning!” That’s 
how Dr. Geoff 
Schladow, direc-
tor of the Tahoe 
Environmental 
Research Center, 
describes the 
rapid increase 
in Lake Tahoe’s 
surface water 
temperature documented in 
the 2018 State of the Lake 
report. From July 2016 to 
July 2017, average surface 
temperature increased by 
6.1 degrees Fahrenheit. 
A warmer lake becomes a 
greener lake, due in part to 
increased algae growth. The 
report also predicts a 7- to 
9-degree Fahrenheit rise 
in the average temperature 
of the Sierra this century, 
threatening many species 
and ecosystems (and making 
it virtually impossible to 
live up to the slogan, “Keep 
Squaw True”).

I’m not using this ink, how-
ever, to rehash evidence of 
human-causation and predic-
tions of species extinction, 
rising sea levels, and the 
collapse of industries. You’ve 
either heard it all already, or 
you probably don’t care to 
listen.

Academics who study why 
many Americans do not 
believe in human-caused 
climate change have pointed 
to herd-mentality, or school 
cliqués. “It’s like we never 
left high school,” observed 
Science editor, Marcia 
McNutt, in a 2015 National 
Geographic article The War 
on Science. “People still need 
to fit in, and that need is so 
strong that local values and 
local opinions are always 
trumping science. And they 
will continue to … especially 
when there is no clear down-
side to ignoring science.”

Turns out, solutions to 
climate change may be more 
about social science than 
any other science. And there 
could be important roles for 
art and artists, too. One way 

to change hearts and 
minds could be local 
engagement, putting 
skeptics face-to-face 
with their neighbors 
who care. Public art 
can create non-con-
frontational, engaging 
experiences that help 
empower and give 
voice to concerned 

neighbors, relatives, and 
offspring of skeptics, even in 
conservative communities.

This conclusion led me and 
others to start a nonprofit 
two years ago — Climate 
Arts — to explore ways in 
which public art can increase 
dialog and positive action to 
combat climate change in 
America. Climate Acts™ is 
our initiative to encourage 
students and instructors to 
write and perform public 
“flash carnivals” that include 
local artists and residents. 
Props mark predicted future 
sea levels on participants. 
“Threshold gates” represent, 
for example, a 2-degree 
Celsius average global 
temperature rise, with 
performers commenting on 
species extinction and other 
predictions for these thresh-
olds. “Hope” is an important 
part of the message: Existing 
technologies are powerful 
enough, right now, to slow 
and even reverse the effects 
of climate change.

This past spring and summer, 
we collaborated with stu-
dents and staff from Hartnell 
College and Millennium 
Charter High School in 
Salinas, along with local 
artists and musicians, to 
conduct test Climate 
Acts™ performances 
and workshops at 
Moss Landing and 
Carmel, and at the 
Jersey Fringe Festival 
in New Jersey. You’ll 
find videos on our 
website and YouTube. 
This fall and winter, 
we’ll work with 
existing and new 
collaborators (maybe 
you) to evolve 

themes and create larger 
performances. Within a year 
we hope to collect enough 
imagery and curriculum to 
inspire educators, artists, 
and concerned citizens 
to produce Climate Acts 
performances beyond the 
“Left Coast.”

Climate Arts is a nonprofit 
relay. We’re running a first 
leg: Planting seeds for 
collaboration or adoption by 
other nonprofits, foundations 
or companies. Would you 
like to support or participate 
in encouraging students and 
artists here and in other cor-
ners of our country to create 
Climate Acts? By mid-cen-
tury, sea levels are predicted 
to swamp Galveston, Gulf 
Shores, Jacksonville, Mobile, 
Charleston, and much of 
Washington, D.C. and NYC. 
Empowering and converting 
citizens and voters in those 
places may be the best shot 
we have for keeping Lake 
Tahoe blue, Sierra creeks 
clear, and western forests 
green.

Every year that our country 
fails to focus on the core 
problem facing our children’s 
future will make their lives 
more difficult.

~ Chaco Mohler is founder of 
Climate Arts Foundation, a 
local 501c3 nonprofit. He is 
former publisher and editor-
in-chief of Tahoe Quarterly 
magazine and former contrib-
uting editor and photographer 
for Skiing and Powder 
magazines. For more informa-
tion, visit climatearts.org.

Seeking Climate Change Solutions 
Through Art and Drama

MY SHOT
By Chaco Mohler

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD, P. 47
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OPINION

In Response to The Wait List 

The War on Workers
As part of the affordable 
housing problem, why aren’t 
we also discussing the multi-
decade “war on workers,” and 
the fact that median and below 
inflation-adjusted wages have 
been flat for decades?
Please read For most U.S. 
workers, real wages have 
barely budged in decades, 
pewresearch.org/.../
for-most-us-workers-real.../

~ Tom Cal, via Facebook 

Garbage, Garbage Every-
where …
This past summer we expe-
rienced one of the biggest 
tourist seasons in recent 
memory, and I found myself 
cleaning up hundreds of 
pounds of trash and getting 
increasingly frustrated. So 
much so that it prompted me 
to start speaking with other 
residents and eventually form 
a Facebook page, Truckee 
Tahoe Litter Group. What I 
quickly discovered is that I am 
not alone, and many share the 
same frustrations and down-

right anger! The group grew 
from four members to over 
800 in less than 10 days and 
continues to increase daily.

 What I also have discovered 
is that the issue is complex. 
Overlapping jurisdictions 
makes it hard to know who 
manages refuse in an area, or 
to have a consistent plan in 
place. Plus, infrastructure isn’t 
keeping sync with the growing 
influx of visitors.

 While it is easy, and in 
some cases perhaps accurate, 
to blame the litter on tourism, 
the onus is also on locals and 
local businesses to take action. 
We’ve all seen overflowing 
trash bins in Kings Beach or 
downtown Truckee. Please 
consider joining the Facebook 
page as it’s quickly proven to 
be a hub where we can share 
ideas and there is power in 
numbers. We have already 
seen positive action in a few 
local areas and I expect this to 
continue.  

~ Court Leve, Truckee, via 
letter

Tower Issues
My neighbor right behind 
me is applying to the town 

to put in a 92-foot monopine 
cell tower. My house will 
be 850 feet from the tower. 
My neighbor stands to make 
thousands of dollars on a 
lease contract for allowing 
the cell tower to be put in his 
yard. I’m talking upwards of 
$45,000 per year in perpetu-
ity. I live in Buckhorn Ridge. 
And have had a home here for 
20 years.  

Did you know that the FCC 
passed legislation to allow cell 
towers basically anywhere? 
American citizens cannot 
argue that they are unhealthy 
due to legislation passed 20 
years ago. Towns supposedly 
cannot deny the towers based 
on health reasons as the FCC 
conveniently decided that they 
are not harmful for people to 
live near. 

This tower will be visible 
from nearly every room in my 
house, so I have no doubt it 
will lower my property value. 
I am convinced after much 
research that this tower will 
also harm people, animals, 
and maybe even trees in the 
neighborhood.

~ Beth Cushman, Truckee, via 
letter

READERS REFLECT from p. 10

Sandy Poulsen’s 
Centennial

OUT&

ABOUT

For over 50 years, Sandy and Wayne Poulsen celebrated 
Sandy’s birthday at their home on the eastern edge of the 
Squaw Valley meadow. Now, with both parents gone and the 
estate for sale, Russell, the youngest of the seven Poulsens, 
thought it would be fitting to celebrate their mother’s 100th 
birthday with a fundraiser for a project his parents deeply 
cherished — a museum of Sierra and Olympic ski history. 

Invitations went out to the Poulsens’ list of attendees and then 
to the Museum Foundation’s list. The $200 tickets sold out in 
one month. On Aug. 11, 200 people plus 30 Poulsen family 
members gathered on the lawn for appetizers, wine and an 
Argentine asado. 

Bill Clark, former president of the SVSMF, spoke about the 
importance of collecting, preserving and sharing our winter 
sports heritage in a modern facility accessible to locals and 
visitors. Dave Antonucci, SVSMF board president, gave details 
about the interior — exhibit space in two wings, a hall of fame, 
theater/multi-use room, library, café, gift shop and public 
restrooms. Jill Milne, executive director, closed the talk with 
the announcement of a second NLTRA grant approved by 
Placer County, and hands went up with additional donations. 
The combination of community camaraderie, enthusiasm for 
the museum and nostalgia for the end of an era made the last 
Poulsen party an event to remember and raised $40,000 for 
the museum.

IN DEFENSE OF A 
FREE PRESS
In addition to our government’s 
formalized checks and balances 
with three main branches — 
executive, legislative, and judicial 
— there is a fourth estate that is 
just as crucial to democracy. This 
is the free press, which acts as a 

watchdog to monitor the govern-
ment in the interest of citizens. 
Yet in recent times, the executive 
branch has declared the news 
media the “enemy of the American 
people.” 

This August the U.S. Senate 
responded to these claims by 
unanimously passing a resolution 
confirming the importance and 

necessity of the free press. The 
resolution “reaffirms the vital 
and indispensable role that the 
free press serves to inform the 
electorate, uncover the truth, 
act as a check on the inherent 
power of the government, further 
national discourse and debate, 
and otherwise advance the most 
basic and cherished democratic 

norms and freedoms of the United 
States.”

In other news, on Aug. 29 
the U.S. International Trade 
Commission nullified the tariffs put 
in place on Canadian newsprint 
earlier this year by the Trump 
administration. The tariffs put an 
especially large burden on the 
already struggling newspaper 

industry, but the trade commission 
“determined that a U.S. industry is 
not materially injured or threatened 
with material injury by reason of 
imports of uncoated groundwood 
paper from Canada.”

To the U.S. Senate, and the 
trade commission for their recent 
actions, Moonshine Ink gives a tip 
of the hat.

LIVING HISTORY: Proposed Olympic ski museum. Rendering by Art Zendarski

OLYMPIANS: (left to right) Jeff Hamilton, Marcus Nash, Eric Poulsen, 
Starr Walton-Hurley, Osvaldo Ancinas, Tamara McKinney, and Bill 
Hudson. Photo by Nicole Dreon
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November 9th thru 11 th 
2018

Don’t Miss  

Dr. Mike!

A SERIES OF WELLNESS EVENTS

WELLNESS WEEKEND

granlibakken.com/
wellness-packages 

800.543.3221

Wellness Weekend is three days of 
health and wellness just steps from Lake 
Tahoe, with a mix of movement classes 
and educational workshops, and a 
keynote speaker you won’t want to miss!

Keynote Speaker 
DR. MIKE DOW

WW

Nov. 11: Meet and learn from 
The New York Times Bestselling 
Author Dr. Mike Dow, author 
of Heal Your Drained Brain

RE SERVAT I O NS H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

Join anytime, year-round.

(530) 292-3776 
MountainBountyFarm.com

Veggies 
$21-30/week

Fruits 
$15-20/week

Flowers 
$20-21/week

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

Weekly CSA Boxes
locally grown organic convenient

BACK TO SCHOOL
WINTER IS COMING — NEW PRODUCT DROPPING DAILY

NEW 18/19 ARBOR SNOWBOARDS IN STOCK NOW
GEAR FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

FOR RIDERS BY RIDERS

Open 7 days a week | 10 am to 6 pm
11486 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA | 530-536-5006

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP
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Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) officers 

were on North Lake Tahoe/Truckee 
streets on Aug. 6 conducting 
targeted searches. On this day, the 
agency was limiting its investiga-
tions to those who have outstanding 
warrants for serious crimes, but 
any ICE activity sends shock waves 
through local neighborhoods. 
According to one source for this 
article, anytime a search like this 
occurs, fear spreads through the 
Latino community with one message 
— tread lightly, ICE is in town. 

We are a nation built by immigrants, 
but it has never been an easy jour-
ney. As the latest wave of nationalist 
fervor builds on the back of a 
staunchly anti-immigration presi-
dential administration, the loudest 
voices on both sides of the issue 
fall back to their respective talking 
points. In the clamor and noise of 
the argument, the voices of those 
who are most profoundly affected by 
these laws are often lost. Often they 
are too nervous to speak. 

For this reason, we reached out 
to learn the stories of local people 
who have experienced our nation’s 
immigration policies firsthand. After 
conducting inquiries, we found a few 
people who were willing and able to 
share their stories; although it was 
not our intention, all of the people 
who came forward are female. They 
come from all walks of life, from 
students to grandmothers, but 
they all share a firm and unyielding 
desire to live the American Dream. 
Sometimes this comes at a horrific 
cost. Although a tough decision in 
journalism, we have respected the 
anonymity of two sources in order 
to bring you the stories you would 
not otherwise hear. ~ SS

by Sage Sauerbrey,  
mOnica caldari, eve QueSnel, 
and Jamie wanzek
Moonshine Ink ‘Alejandra’

“One feels like a ghost, always having to hide,” says 
Alejandra, a woman who’s lived in Tahoe/Truckee for over 
20 years, about being an immigrant in the area.

The story of Alejandra (not her real name) begins in a 
small town in Mexico, where she lived modestly with 
her husband and five children. Life was simple, bills a 
struggle, but two incomes helped. Her husband began 
having mental health issues, and somewhere between the 
dark and light of an average morning in the 1990s he took 
his own life. 

For Alejandra, the daily routine faded into complexity. 
A single, widowed mother trying to make ends meet 
meant even her children’s education became a challenge. 
“In Mexico, school is expensive, this country (U.S.) is 
privileged; anyone who wants an education can have one,” 
Alejandra said. Poverty kept them from moving forward.

Alejandra believed joining her sister in California, who 
had been granted amnesty in the ’80s, would provide 
economic stability for her family. She hired a coyote, or 
human smuggler, and promised to send money to her 
parents in Mexico as soon as she found work. According 
to Havocscope, a crime data site, the current average cost 
of human trafficking from Mexico to the U.S. on foot is 
around $4,000. She and her youngest daughter boarded a 
bus to Tijuana armed with faith in God, two sandwiches, 
and two bottles of water. 

Once off the bus in Tijuana, they met the coyote, who 
said, “Follow me, don’t look back or talk to me.” Mother 
and daughter shadowed the man into the cool desert night 
accompanied by the sound of barking dogs, helicopters, 
and howling coyotes (the Canis variety). Tragically, 
a young Nicaraguan also attempting the journey was 

bitten by a venomous snake while leaning against a tree. 
There was nothing they could do but watch as the poison 
coursed through his body. The coyote refused to take 
the young man and he was left to die alone. This is not 
an unusual thing on such a journey, and an article by The 
Guardian cited about 412 migrant deaths on the U.S. 
and Mexico border in 2017 with drowning, exposure, and 
dehydration as the most common causes. 

After eight hours of walking, they boarded a truck in San 
Diego bound for Los Angeles “packed in like animals,” 
Alejandra says. Upon arrival, food was offered and kind-
ness was a welcome stranger. The wife of a coyote took 
pity on Alejandra and allowed her to shower. Three days 
later her sister arrived. 

Alejandra found employment at a hotel in housekeeping 
and food service. She managed to send money home and 
the rest of her children crossed the border with relatives 
or friends. Their transition into American life was dif-
ficult. After more than 10 years with steady income, her 
employer laid her off due to her status. Jobs were hard 
to find, but “God never abandoned us,” Alejandra said. 
“Here there is tranquility because even when you run out 
of money, you know the next check will come.” 

As of this writing, one of Alejandra’s daughters is a DACA 
recipient who fears revocation of the program that cur-
rently protects her status as a legal student. Another, born 
here, is an activist for underserved populations. Two of 
her sons were deported — one crossed the border again to 
work and has since returned to Mexico. He now lives with 
his family in the house he built with the money earned 
in the United States. Alejandra has lived among us for 
almost 30 years. ~ MC
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To be a Ghost
in Plain Sight

Profiling the collateral damage of our nation’s immigration policies

‘ALEJANDRA’ 
(not her 
real name) 
experienced 
poverty, 
starvation, 
and watched 
death on the 
immigration 
trail to come 
to the U.S. 
over 20 years 
ago and raise 
enough money 
to bring the 
rest of her 
family across 
the border. 
manopjk/
bigstockphoto.
com
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Our Incline Village 
Crystal Bay Voice

WHAT’S WRONG.
Information about Incline Village 
General Improvement District you 
won’t hear anywhere else. 
We dissect and explain the goings-on of the Incline Village 
Improvement District through research and study. Our stories contain 
in-depth analysis with important details in order that you can have  
reasonable knowledge on IVGID actions. 

New stories appear weekly and cover a wide range of subjects like 
budgets, meetings, spending, long range plans and topics you care 
about. We sprinkle a little sarcasm here and there and of course give 
our opinion. Several stories have been posted in the past which you 
may find interesting. 

Clifford F. Dobler and Linda Newman, both Incline Village residents 
for over 20 years, are the journalists and have spent nearly four 
years combing through IVGID data. We hope you will find the stories 
interesting and provocative.

 Visit Our Village Voice and get viewpoints other than those generated 
by IVGID’s senior management and legal counsel.

Your comments are welcome and we will respond immediately to any 
questions.

stay informed and up to date

Your local source for  
truth and transparency

Our Village Voice
facebook.com/ourinclinevillagecrystalbayvoice
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Leslie Caratachea is an 18-year-old 
graduate of Truckee High School, and 
a recipient of a full-ride scholarship to 
Wesleyan University in Middletown, 
Connecticut. At the time of this 
writing, she is en route across the 
country with the knowledge that her 
immigration status could be revoked 
at any time, and her college dreams 
snuffed out alongside.

Caratachea is currently protected 
under DACA (Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrival) status. The 
program is an immigration policy 
signed into law by former President 
Barack Obama in 2012 that allows 
for two-year renewable periods of 
deferred action from deportation for 
children brought into the country 
illegally. When Caratachea applied 
for the program four years ago, it 
was a relatively smooth process, and 
she came out the other side with a 
work permit and a Social Security 
number that allowed her to pay her 
way through school working at Jax At 
The Tracks in Truckee. The program’s 
safeguard became a form of security 
she had never known.

“When you’re here illegally you wake 
up with fear and you go to sleep with 
fear,” Caratachea said. “When DACA 
happened not only was it a relief and 
you felt more confident to go out and 
live your life really like everybody else 
… but also knowing that you have a 
better chance at a greater future.”

Caratachea came to the U.S. by way 
of a desert crossing when she was 4 
years old, and says that the reason for 
immigrating was ever present through-
out her childhood. “[My parents] had 
come to the United States because 
they wanted a better education for 
me,” Caratachea said. And she fol-
lowed through. After some coaxing by 

a teacher at Truckee High, she started 
taking honors classes, advanced 
placement college courses ranging 
from psychology to criminal studies, 
and helped found a Latino empower-
ment group called La Fuerza Latina 
at the school. The group has raised 
funds to help with textbooks, college-
level courses, SAT prep and testing, 
and is quickly growing, according to 
Caratachea. 

A barrier to the group however, and 
other students who might follow in 
Caratachea’s footsteps, is that the 
DACA policy has been in a state of 
flux over the last two years and is 
currently hanging on by a thread. 
The Trump administration threatened 
to dissolve it in early 2017, and on 
Sept. 5, 2017 the Department of 
Homeland Security announced the 
rescinding of its 2012 policy and an 
end to processing new applications — 
the announcement coincided with a 
White House memo that stated “The 
Department of Homeland Security 
urges DACA recipients to use the 
time remaining on their work autho-
rizations to prepare for and arrange 
their departure from the United 
States.”

Since the 2017 announcement DACA 
has been held up in the courts, with 
the most recent event being an Aug. 
19 U.S. District Court ruling that the 
current administration does not have 
to continue to accept new applicants 
but must continue to accept renewal 
applications while the program is 
under appeal. Future decisions will 
most likely lead the DACA decision to 
the Supreme Court. In the meantime, 
Caratachea is on her way to Wesleyan 
regardless of the obstacles in her way, 
and she says she hopes to become an 
immigration lawyer. ~ SS

Leslie 
Caratachea

newS
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LESLIE Caratachea is a DACA 
student currently on her way to a 
full-ride scholarship at Wesleyan 

University in Connecticut. 
She hopes to find a career in 

immigration law. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink
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Undocumented immigrants are one of the most vulnerable demographics in the 
country to crime and abuse. According to a study by San Diego State University, 
“The majority, 58 percent, of the unauthorized migrant laborers currently in the 
work force have experienced at least one type of trafficking violation or abusive 
practice.” Fear of deportation or a lacking knowledge of the rights available to all 
immigrants, legal or not, blocks them from seeking the help they need until irrepa-
rable damage has been done. This was the case with Maria (not her real name) and 
her family.

Maria, her husband, and their 20-year-son were deported from the North Lake 
Tahoe area in 2010 after a mistake by their lawyer caused a problem with their 
work visas. According to Elizabeth Balmin, director of Tahoe-Truckee Mediation 
and Legal Assistance Program, processing mistakes with different visa forms hap-
pen to many immigrants who must go to less qualified lawyers, or notarios, because 
of cost constraints. Maria’s younger sons, ages 12 and 18, were left in the country 
on their own. Because of the mistake, the three were barred from entering the 
country, but decided to immigrate illegally to be reunited with the family. “There 
was nothing for us in Mexico,” Maria said.

On the first attempt, a hired coyote abandoned them in the desert for three days 
before they were rescued on the verge of death by some passing Mexican Army offi-
cers. Maria says they sold everything they had just to get back to Mexico City. On a 
subsequent attempt, her husband and son successfully crossed the border then set 
about raising enough money to reunite the family. In 2011, Maria’s husband made 
a deal for Maria’s passage through three brothers living in Tahoe who had connec-
tions with smugglers across the border.

‘Maria’

Francesca Curtolo’s final evening in her studio apartment was a 
mess of sorts. There were haphazard piles scattered throughout 
the room — it was everything important and sentimental that 
her life in America had accumulated. And it all, somehow, 
needed to fit into a few duffel bags. The next day she was going 
to San Francisco, then back to northern Italy.

“Tahoe is the home I’ve built,” she said before her final farewell. 
“And it’s sad to think I can never live here again and return to 
the life I’ve lived here. I can only now be a visitor.”

Leaving Tahoe/Truckee and the life she’d built here, in the 
end, wasn’t her decision, but that of the complicated U.S. 
immigration visa policies that international students face when 
graduating from college in America.

For Curtolo and most international students, it ends with the 
H-1B visa: an employer-sponsored visa allowing students to 
continue work in the United States. Students must have an 
employer who is willing to pay up to $8,000 (for lawyer and 
government filing fees) in order to file an application that goes 

Francesca 
Curtolo

FRANCESCA Curtolo obtained a bachelor’s degree after four years at Sierra Nevada College in Incline Village, and led 
bigtruck’s path to B Corp status, but obstacles in obtaining an H-1B visa led to her involuntary decision to leave the 
country. Courtesy photo

‘MARIA’ (not 
her real name) 
became a 
victim of human 
trafficking in 
her efforts to 
be reunited 
with her family 
in North Lake 
Tahoe. Access 
to a U-visa, 
available to 
victims of 
crime, has 
allowed her to 
find meaningful 
work in 
the region. 
4theBoyz/
bigstockphoto.
com
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SPRAWL HARMS ALL. The Martis Valley West development will destroy 662 acres of 
pristine forest and build a massive gated subdivision with 760 units + 6.6 acres of 
commercial on Brockway Summit. The development location is a high-severity �re 
danger zone. Learn why Mountain Area Preservation (MAP) is �ghting this ridgeline
proposal. Help us Protect Our Mountains – you can make a di�erence! 
Go to ProtectOurMountains.org sign the petition and contribute to our campaign. 

Maria was told the journey would take 30 minutes this time. Instead, it wasn’t 
until the fourth night of her journey when she crossed the border, barefoot and 
exhausted — the last remaining immigrant out of 10 who had attempted the 
journey. The other nine had been apprehended by ICE or left behind. When 
the coyote finally brought Maria to Phoenix though, it was against her will. 
She says he stole her phone, locked her up in a hotel, and used her as ransom 
to bleed more money out of the husband and son. The family paid the ransom 
and Maria was returned to the rest of her family in Tahoe, but the extortion 
continued. The three brothers who had arranged the crossing continued to 
demand more money and beat her husband so badly he was sent to a hospital. 

Although she had been reunited with her family in the U.S., Maria still lived 
in constant fear. She says it was difficult to find work because employers 
didn’t want the trouble, and she suffered from severe depression. A saving 
grace came from a connection through the Tahoe SAFE Alliance where Maria 
found therapy for three years. She was put in contact with a local law officer 
who helped apprehend two of the brothers who had beaten her husband — 
one left jail with a work visa, and the other returned to Mexico where he 
allegedly killed three teenagers within three months. “That’s my fear of going 
back to Mexico,” Maria said.

A detective on the case suggested Maria and her husband apply for a U-visa, 
which is available for immigrant victims of crime. They were awarded the visa 
and she now has steady and meaningful work in the Tahoe Basin. 

“I want people to know they can have hope, and there is the opportunity to 
move forward,” Maria says, explaining why she pushed through the many 
tears to tell her story — her historia. “I want it to go to people who don’t 
know, because so many of us have stories like this.” ~ SS

into the H-1B lottery system. If picked, the U.S. immigration services look at 
the salary and education. The highest of both get accepted. For students just 
entering the workforce, it’s hard to stand out on paper.  And, with President 
Trump’s recent executive order “Buy American, Hire American,” some think 
it’s making the H-1B process tighter.

“The only people they bring in are advanced in their careers,” she said, “and 
they don’t give people the opportunity to get there. To me, that’s very distant 
from what the U.S. used to be. Everyone deserves that opportunity to build 
something.”

A revered student-athlete, Curtolo first arrived in Incline Village with a 
full-ride athletic and academic scholarship to Sierra Nevada College Tahoe in 
2014. Completing college in three years, Curtolo graduated in May of 2017 
with honors, earning a B.S. B.A in economics and finance with a minor in 
journalism. She was the valedictorian of her graduating class and represented 
SNC Tahoe as a collegiate ski champion in alpine skiing. 

Following a college marketing internship with the Truckee clothing 
manufacturer bigtruck, Curtolo spent a year as its project manager under 
a one-year Optional Practical Training visa, independently spearheading 
bigtruck’s B-Corp certification. She also spent the year working for Stanford 
as head coach of the alpine ski team. 

Of her two employers, bigtruck was willing to be her sponsor, but when 
realizing the unlikelihood that Curtolo would get the H-1B visa, decided not 
to pursue it.

“After four years I finally had my roots in Tahoe and America, and I 
finally didn’t feel like a stranger,” she said. “I worked hard to find my way 
there. And now I am back home, starting all over again. It’s hard feeling 
unappreciated from a country you spent so much time and energy for.” ~ JW

T R U C K E E    TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

WAKES AND WRITS
B R I A N  H A N L E Y

A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R
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i do not wish to speak with you, answer your questions, 

or sign or hand you any documents based on my 5th 

amendment rights under the united States constitution.

i do not give you permission to enter my home based 

on my 4th amendment rights under the united States 

constitution unless you have a warrant to enter, signed 

by a judge or magistrate with my name on it that you 

slide under the door.

i do not give you permission to search any of my 

belongings based on my 4th amendment rights. i c
hoose 

to exercise my constitutional rights.

These cards are available to citizens and noncitizens alike.

newS

Know your
riGhTS!
Recent visits to Tahoe/Truckee from U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) were focused on arresting specific individuals 
with warrants based on serious crimes, such as domestic violence, 
DUI, and drugs. This was the case on Aug. 6 when ICE officers 
apprehended several local residents. While it has not happened 
recently, it is still possible for an ICE agent to ask bystanders about 
their immigration status. In order to avoid detention and removal, 
it is important to Know Your Rights.

remain Silent: You cannot be detained without probable 
cause. Don’t run away or provide incriminating information (such 
as your place of birth or immigration status), as these could be 
probable cause for detention. Instead, use a “red card” — a card 
you can print from online listing the rights of the holder — to help 
communicate that you are choosing to remain silent.  

dOn’t cOnSent tO a Search: The law does not require that 
you carry or show any identification documents except a driver 
license when driving or at a border. Neither you nor your employer 
need to consent to a search without a valid warrant signed by a 
judge. 

dOn’t Sign anything withOut Speaking tO an 
attOrney: Detained individuals may be able to avoid 
deportation if they can show an immigration judge that they are 
rehabilitated, or have family depending on them.  

get an immigratiOn general Screening: There 
are various benefits available that can provide temporary or 
permanent immigration status, such a Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrival (renewals only at the moment, although this 
program is constantly changing), U-visas for victims of crimes, 
family petitions, etc.  

be prepared:  Community members at high risk of removal 
should consider signing travel documents so they can be reunited 
with their children, and caregiver documents, including medical 
and school information, so children can stay with a trusted adult. 

~ Elizabeth Balmin is director of Tahoe-Truckee Mediation and 
Legal Assistance Program, which provides Know Your Rights 
education, General Immigration Screenings and other legal and 
immigration services at the Family Resource Center of Truckee, 
(530) 587-2513 and the North Tahoe Family Resource Center,  
(530) 546-0952.

En ESPAñoL
encuentra la traducción de conozca sus derechos  
en línea en moonshineink.com

Leticia
Aguilar

“At age 14, I had never been farther away 
than half an hour from my hometown, so 
I figured the United States was about that 
same distance, not three days and three 
nights of travel,” said Leticia Aguilar, who 
immigrated to the United States over 40 
years ago. After a few hours on the road 
with her sister, brother-in-law, and their five 
children, Leticia was mired in fear of what 
was to come. Would immigration officers 
stop her and put her in jail? Would she never 
see her family in Mexico again? What was to 
become of her? 

Yet even with all these questions, Leticia 
always felt her decision to leave Mexico 
was the right one. She was adamant, even 
as a young child, not to repeat her mother’s 
life, a woman who gave birth to 18 children 
and was always under the thumb of her 
domineering husband; she wanted more. 
Leticia wanted to help others like her in 
similar situations, especially women; she 
wanted an education; and most importantly 
she wanted respect, first from herself and 
then from others.

Once across the border, in 1971, Leticia 
lived in Sacramento with her sister and 
sister’s husband, looking after their children. 
She learned English by sitting in the back 
of the classroom of the oldest child’s 
kindergarten class. Leticia also picked 
tomatoes in the fields near Sacramento and 
worked at a laundry service. In the fields, she 
met a man whom she would marry in Reno. 
Later, she remarried, had three children in 
Truckee, and started Lety’s Preschool and 
Daycare, a wildly successful preschool and 
immersion program. 

“Things are getting hard for the Latino 
community right now,” Leticia says of 
current immigration practices. She recounts 
two families in Truckee where both wives 
were sent back to Mexico, leaving their 
husbands and children behind. “And neither 
family has criminal records,” she says. In 
one case, the family had just lost a child to 
cancer. “Then they send the mother away? 
How could they do that?” 

Leticia says that Mexicans are constantly 
harassed about their immigration status 
— “green card holder or citizen?” Those 
who do not have citizenship are highly 
discriminated against, especially those 
who are trying to get jobs. “But what will 
happen when so many Mexicans leave the 
United States?” she asks. “Who will pick the 
lettuce and strawberries? Who will be the 
dishwashers? Who will build all the homes 
in Tahoe?”

If there ever were a person who exemplifies 
the definition of determination — strength 
of character and resolve — it’s Leticia. She 
grew up in a 2-bedroom house with barely 
enough food to eat, watched a mother 
whose only job was to bear children, cook 
and clean, and a father who worked but 
who drank often. Today, and for 35 years, 
she has owned and managed a flourishing 
preschool. Leticia is known as the bridge 
between the Anglo and Latino communities 
in Tahoe, and she’s been an encouraging 
mentor to many: “It’s all about respect. 
If you don’t respect yourself, you have 
nothing.”  ~ EQ

LETICIA Aguilar has become a well-loved and integral part of the Truckee/North Lake Tahoe community after 
illegally immigrating to Sacramento in 1971. In 2011 she received the Soroptimist of the Year Award. Courtesy photo
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RED CARD: Visit ilrc.org/redcard to order or 

download and print your own Red Card today.
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Paid for by The Committee to Elect Chelsea Walterscheid for Truckee Town Council 2018

Things that Matter 
Affordability: Lack of workforce 
housing, a shrinking employee 
pool, and the cost of living.

Community: Preserve the 
character of Truckee; work 
from the inside out on existing 
neighborhoods and business 
districts; make progress in 
transportation systems.

Business: Maintain healthy 
economic development, 
encourage new business and 
smart growth.

chelseafortruckee.com   |  chelsea4towncouncil@gmail.com

 chelsea4towncouncil   Committee to Elect Chelsea Walterscheid

 Lifelong custodian and ambassador for Truckee. Brings a unique 
perspective to the table through years of volunteer service, active 

participation in local politics, and a love for the community.

I am an engaged listener, independent thinker, and bring an honest  
and real voice to represent our community. Truckee has always  

embodied an authenticity that I will guard the best I can. I would be  
honored if you vote for me for Truckee Town Council.”  ~ Chelsea

“

LUDKE
TRUCKEEFO

R

TOWN COUNCIL‘18

CONNECTED. CARING. COMMITTED. CLOSE. COMMUNITY.

REMEMBER TO VOTE NOV.6
Paid for by Ludke for Truckee.
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DAVID

POLIVY
TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL

DAVID

POLIVY
TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL

Leadership with 
experience, vision  
and transparency.

Paid for by Polivy for Town Council 2018

530-913-5163
polivyforcouncil.com

facebook.com/davepolivyforcouncil

DAVID

POLIVY
TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL

Tahoe Debate Cancelled, 
Uncontested Local Races, Last Minute Candidates

McClintock Pulls Out of Tahoe 
Debate with Jessica Morse
Both the Morse and McClintock cam-
paigns for California’s 4th Congressional 
District accepted a debate invitation by 
the North Lake Tahoe Resort Association 
and the Sierra Business Council earlier 
this month, according to Steve Frisch, 
president of the SBC. At the time of this 
writing, however, Frisch told Moonshine 
Ink that the McClintock campaign has 
now pulled out of the debate as of Sept. 
10. Although Frisch had notified the 
McClintock campaign that he was a 
personal supporter of Jessica Morse in 
their first interactions, and worked with 
both teams to craft an unbiased and infor-
mative debate structure, McClintock’s 
team cited his support as a reason to 
discontinue plans for the debate. The 
McClintock campaign has not responded 
to a request for comment.

Put Your Campaign  
Where Your Mouth Is
Seats on the local special district boards 

open up on 
revolving sched-
ules every two to 
four years, to give 
an opportunity 
for fresh perspec-
tives and enhance 
the democratic 
process. Last 
month we 
brought you 
the candidates 
who had filed 
for these local 
offices to date 
(see Tackling 
Housing Crisis via Propositions, Who’s 
Filed for Local Seats), and now with the 
filing deadline in the rearview mirror, we 
look now at the races that failed to make 
it to the November ballot. The following 
are uncontested seats due to a lack of 
qualified challengers for the current 
incumbents. We include the require-
ments and benefits.

TAhoE TRuCkEE uNIFIED SChooL 
DISTRICT:  TA 1, TA 4, AND TA 5
•  Application Requirements: Must live 

within district boundaries and within 
the trustee area. Current open seats 
are Area 1, Area 4, and Area 5.

•  Benefits: Board members and their 
families are eligible for fully paid health 
insurance. Includes medical, dental, 
and vision with a life insurance policy. 

•  Compensation: Unpaid. Usual 
mileage reimbursement and expense 
reimbursement as per board policy

NoRThSTAR CoMMuNITy SERvICES 
DISTRICT AND NoRThSTAR 
CoMMuNITy SERvICES DISTRICT: 
ShoRT-TERM SEAT
•  Application requirements: Must 

reside and be a registered voter in the 
Northstar district boundaries.

•  Benefits: Healthcare reimbursed for 
up to $1,470 per month.

•  Compensation: $100 per day of service.

NoRTh TAhoE FIRE PRoTECTIoN 
DISTRICT DIvISIoN 4
•  Application requirements: Must be a 

registered voter and reside within the 
geographical area of the seat.

•  Benefits: Paid health insurance
•  Compensation: $20 per meeting

TRuCkEE FIRE PRoTECTIoN DISTRICT 
& TRuCkEE FIRE PRoTECTIoN 
DISTRICT ShoRT-TERM SEAT
•  Application requirements: Must 

reside within the Truckee Fire 
Protection District boundaries.

•  Benefits: Life and AD&D Insurance - 
$10,000.00; CSFA Membership

•  Compensation: $100 per meeting 
with a maximum of four meetings 
per month. (TFPD does not pay into 
Social Security).

TAhoE FoREST hoSPITAL DISTRICT
•  Application requirements: Resident 

and registered voter in the TFHD 
boundaries

•  Benefits: Medical, dental, and vision 
insurance

•  Compensation: $100 per meeting, up 

to $500 per month

 DoNNER SuMMIT PubLIC uTILITy 
DISTRICT
•  Application requirements: Must reside 

and be a registered voter within the 
Donner Summit PUD boundaries.

•  Benefits: Monthly allowance 
equivalent to the premium paid by 
the district to its employees for their 
healthcare plan corresponding to 
each director’s age. This benefit is 
for individual directors and does not 
include spouses or dependents.

•  Compensation: President — $300  per 
regular board meeting. Vice president 
— $275  per regular board meeting. 
Directors — $250 per regular board 
meeting. $125 for special meetings. 
$4,800 maximum annually.

In the Interest of Being Thorough
Filing for local elections has officially 
closed since we last published, and 
with it came a few last minute entries. 
To complete the picture on your 
November ballot, here are all the 
applicants who filed after our August 
press deadline, as well as one local 
southerly race we missed (We’ve got 
you, El Dorado!).

TRuCkEE-DoNNER RECREATIoN AND 
PARk DISTRICT — Long-term (4-year) 
board member Jason Hansford has filed 
for reelection, but only for a short-term 
seat. Dan Kates and John Mon Père 
have also filed for the short-term seat; 
although this leaves an uncontested 
vacancy for the long-term position.

TRuCkEE DoNNER PubLIC uTILITy 
DISTRICT — Ali “Kaveh” Mansoor, 
Christa Finn, Tony Laliotis, Paul 
Warmerdam

TRuCkEE SANITARy DISTRICT — 
Nelson Van Gundy, Kurt R. Smart, 
Jerry Gilmore, Ron Sweet

TRuCkEE TAhoE AIRPoRT DISTRICT 
— Mary Hetherington, Peter Foss Van 
Peborgh, John Jones, Jim Morrison, 
Joe Lorenz

NoRTh TAhoE FIRE PRoTECTIoN 
DISTRICT — Heidi K. Doyle, Nathan 
Chorey, Steven Hook, Danielle Hughes 

NoRTh TAhoE PubLIC uTILITy 
DISTRICT —  Sue Daniels, Pippin 
Mader, Alex Mourelatos, S. Lane Lewis 

TAhoE CITy PubLIC uTILITy DISTRICT 
— Gail Scoville, Daniel Wilkins, John Pang  

MEEkS bAy FIRE PRoTECTIoN 
DISTRICT — Incumbent Stephen W. 
Hyde is the only candidate to file thus 
far. 

DEbATE: After 
initially agreeing to 
a proposal by the 
NLTRA and SBC, 
the McClintock 
campaign has 
called off plans 
to debate Jessica 
Morse in Tahoe. 
For a virtual 
debate conducted 
by Moonshine 
Ink, see Morse, 
McClintock 
Square Off 
online. Inspiring/
bigstockphoto.
com

by Sage Sauerbrey
Moonshine Ink
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IVGID CANDIDATE
CALLICRATE PUTS 

RED WHITE & TAHOE 
BLUE IN THE RED.

For more info visit TrueBlueFacts.com
Paid for by TruBluFacts, P.O. Box 6616 Incline Village NV 89450

Poor financial management nearly darkens Tahoe’s 4th.
• Disregarded Board warnings and 
   approved expenses exceeding budget
• Incurred losses of $206,000*

• Only emergency funding from RSCVA 
   and others saved the event
• Put future events at risk

*Source: RW&TB tax returns

CARMEN
CARES

www.VoteCarmenCarr.net
Learn more by visiting

TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL 

CARR
CARMEN
VOTE

Achievable Housing

Alternative Transportation

Renewable Energy

• Focusing on noise and annoyance mitigation
• Providing dedicated and experienced leadership 
• Conducting community outreach for feedback
• Stewards for open space
• Proud to serve the district for another 4 years
• Committed to being a good neighbor to ALL residents 

in the district

INCUMBENTS 
RUNNING FOR 
RE-ELECTION

BALANCING THE NEEDS OF THE DISTRICT WITH THOSE OF THE COMMUNITY 

votemorrisonjones.com

JOHN 

JONES
JIM 

MORRISON

BUILDING ON SUCCESS

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Morrison and Jones

Truckee Tahoe Airport 
District Board

A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

GOOD MORNING

PRESENTED BY

O N L I N E  P R E - R E G I S T R A T I O N  A T  T R U C K E E . C O M

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com

SPONSORED BY

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7–8:30AM

Truckee Tahoe Airport  |  10356 Truckee Airport Road
Open to the public $12  |  Chamber Members $10

I N CLU DES CO NTI N ENTA L B R E A KFA ST

Your monthly forum for timely, thought-provoking conversation

Connect and engage with community leaders 

Programs, speakers and topics (as they are confirmed) 
can be found by visiting Truckee.com under “What’s Happening”
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i’ve recently been having 
trouble with my packages 
being delivered from the 
Truckee post office. Why the 
drop in service and what can i 
do to make sure my mail finds 
its way home?  
Last month there were days when we 
had to double up on assignments and 
that often meant mail was delivered later 
in the day. Mail has different priorities 
of delivery and levels of service based 
on postage paid by the sender. When 
staffing is challenged, a manager often 
has to prioritize the order of delivery.

The good news is that we’ve been able 
to borrow personnel from surrounding 
areas and all mail is now delivered every 
day. To continue and improve our service, 
we are looking to hire several clerks and 
carriers. Go to usps.com/careers to start 
the application process if interested.

Customers can also keep track of what 
is coming to their mailbox with a new, 
free service called Informed Delivery. 
After signing up at informeddelivery.

com, an email is sent every morning 
that will contain scanned black-
and-white images of the expected 
envelopes. In that email will also be a 
notification for all the packages that 
are destined for your address.

The Truckee Post Office entrance 
off Bridge Street is a fire danger 
and an eyesore. weeds are 
waist-high and brown. people 
have created a shortcut off the 
alley that’s a path of dry dirt. 
This certainly doesn’t reflect 
well on the uSpS or government 
agencies in general. why isn’t it 
being taken care of?  
We appreciate the feedback from 
our customers and are responding in 
ways that our customers will see going 
forward. We are working with our 
landlord and maintenance department 
in Truckee to address landscaping 
concerns with lasting impacts.

~ David Rupert, United States Postal 
Service communications, Denver

i’ve been reading your 
publication for decades now, 
and I still can’t figure out if 
Moonshine Ink is a newspaper 
or a magazine. which is it?  
It’s no secret that Moonshine is 
an independent newspaper — the 
distinction is printed on the cover 
of every issue — but we still get this 
question a lot. We choose to believe 
it’s because our vibrant images and 
quality design make our 
pages pop like an issue of 
National Geographic. 

Because we only print 
once a month, we have a 
little extra time to devote 
to piecing together a 
higher quality publication 
than if we were under 
weekly time constraints. 
Our writers can dive 
deeper into multifaceted 
feature stories, send 
our photographer on 

more creative assignments, and give 
our designer added time to lay out 
each issue in such a way that it’s an 
almost a cozy experience to read 
it. We do all this in the pursuit of 
high quality, community-oriented 
news reporting. So, yes, we are a 
newspaper, but we strive to find a 
place on your coffee table next to all 
your favorite magazines nonetheless. 
#keeptahoesmart 

newS

You Asked.
They Answered.

you “DoN’T” GoT MAIL; AND ANSwERING ThE AGE-oLD 
QuESTIoN, IS Moonshine A NEwSPAPER oR A MAGAzINE?

Meetings the  
first Tuesday of  
every month.

tahoetruckeedems.org

Radical Well Being Coach
Law of Attraction, Radical  
Forgiveness & Radical Manifestation
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com 
www.radicalwellbeing.com

Dinny Evans

Find a Peaceful Life Balance

bACkED uP: Following complaints about late mail 
earlier this summer, and difficulty staffing, the  
Truckee Post Office has been borrowing  
personnel from other areas.  
Photo by Wade Snider
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As I worked in the backyard 
this summer, the unmistakable 
roar of vintage aircraft engines 
made me drop my rake so I 
could catch a glimpse of a B-24 
bomber or a gleaming silver 
P-51 Mustang fighter passing 
over Lake Tahoe. For many of 
us, the sound of classic propel-
ler-driven aircraft takes us back 
in time for just a moment.

Each summer, the iconic 
Truckee Air Show provides 
our fix, and each fall the Reno 
Air Races also offer something 
fleeting, loud, and unique. The 
engine roar soaring overhead 
fills me with wonder, but also 
strikes some sadness as I 
remember one incident that in 
1991 astounded many people 
in our community.

The history of such classic 
planes in our region runs deep. 
Visit the Smithsonian National 
Air and Space Museum in 
Chantilly, Virginia and you’ll see 
a North Tahoe connection dis-
played with some of the world’s 
classic aircraft. As you walk 
toward the massive Air France 
Concorde supersonic jet, a tiny, 
wicked-looking silver biplane 
parked on the floor catches 
your eye. This is Tahoe local 
pilot Don Beck’s “Sorceress,” 
a world record-setting stagger-
wing racing aircraft that once 
set the world speed record for 
exceeding 200 miles per hour 
on a race course. The most suc-
cessful racing biplane in history 
has “Lake Tahoe” written on her 
nose cowling and the Don Beck 
Realty logo, along with its Lake 
Tahoe profile, just behind the 
Stars and Stripes.

The story about why our com-
munity is represented in this 
collection is remarkable.

In the 1980s, Beck was a North 
Lake Tahoe realtor, a champion 
air racer, and a renowned stunt 
pilot. He was also a veteran 
U.S. Air Force combat fighter 
pilot. In World War II, Beck flew 
the P-51 Mustang in Europe. 
He completed more than 100 
combat missions over Korea, 
and later capped a distinguished 
military career as a jet test pilot.

Making his home on the North 
Shore, he opened Beck Realty 
in Tahoe Vista and enjoyed 
a successful business while 
gathering trophies as a race 
pilot at the world-famous Reno 
Championship Air Races.

In his free time, he enjoyed 
stunt flying and aerobatics, 
often over the North Shore. His 
stunt biplanes could be seen on 
any clear day performing loops, 
rolls, or, my favorite: the falling 
leaf. Many of us would drop 
whatever we were doing when 
we heard the sound of Beck’s 
airplane flying. He never disap-
pointed. Watching his amazing 
displays, many of which were 
just practice for him, would 
transport the watcher to a child-
like place of wonder.

On a sunny September day 
in 1991, North Tahoe Fire 
Protection District Fire Chief 
Ray Martin piled his purchases 
on the counter at North 
Shore Hardware. Martin had 
also served in the Air Force 
during the Korea and Vietnam 
conflicts. After mustering 
out, he followed his dream to 
become a firefighter, and was 
promoted through the ranks 
to become chief. He enjoyed 
piloting a small plane in which 
he had a shared ownership. 

Beck approached the counter 

with his own hardware and 
greeted Martin. 

The two men flew out of 
Truckee Airport often, sharing 
the camaraderie of the small 
local airport and the community 
of fellow veterans and flyers 
there. According to the store 
manager, Beck invited Martin 
aboard to fly the second seat 
over Incline Village that day.

A chance to fly aerobatics 
with a world champion didn’t 
come along every day. Martin 
uncharacteristically dropped 
what he was doing, left his fire 
chief’s car in back of the Kings 
Beach Fire Station, and headed 
to the airport with Beck.

Folks on Burnt Cedar Beach 
that day describe an amazing 
show by the gleaming white 
Christian Eagle biplane, its 
loops and stalls, spins and 
perfect snap-rolls, ham-
merheads and the falling leaf, 
executed with precision. A wit-
ness described two low-level 
loops right over the water, but 
as the plane streaked down for 
her third loop, a huge plume 
of water erupted, and the little 
biplane was gone. 

After a day-and-a-half search 
by multiple agencies, the 
aircraft and the bodies of Beck 
and Martin were found off the 

East Shore in about 70 feet of 
water. Two families, countless 
friends, and a community were 

thrust into mourning. 

Beck left behind his wife, two 
sons and a daughter, grandchil-
dren, and legions of friends, 
business partners, and the fel-
lowship of pilots and veterans 
the world over. Chief Martin 
left behind a new wife, his two 
daughters, and a devastated 
fire family at the North Tahoe 
Fire Protection District. The 
funeral procession of hundreds 
of fire engines and police cars 
stretched from the top of 
Brockway to Truckee as Chief 
Martin made his “last run” to 
Sierra Mountains Cemetery.   

If traveling to our nation’s 
capital, make sure to visit the 
Smithsonian at Dulles Airport 
and let Lake Tahoe’s “Sorceress” 
work her magic on you. Or, 
ponder her history as you enjoy 
the Reno Air Races on Sept 12 
to 16, one of the few remaining 
venues for the sport.  

 
Business Speaks
SEPTEMBER 25, 26 & 27 

Join us for the final round of  
Business Speaks meetings this year! 

 
 You talked, we listened! 

 
Hear about three projects that are being 

developed based on what YOU told us! 
 

Your continued involvement and input  
is vital to these projects. 

Together we can help shape Truckee’s economic future.
 

REGISTER at TRUCKEETOMORROW.ORG 
It’s FREE and only 90 minutes of your time!

Business Speaks is a Truckee Tomorrow economic program led by the Truckee Chamber 
of Commerce in partnership with the Town of Truckee and public/private partners dedicated 
to the well-being and vibrancy of Truckee. 

C ATA LY S T |  C O N V E N E R |  C H A M P I O N

SoRCERESS: The most successful racing biplane in history has “Lake Tahoe” written on her nose cowling and the Don 
Beck Realty logo, along with its Lake Tahoe profile, just behind the Stars and Stripes. Photo courtesy the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Museum

The Sorceress of the North Shore
Plane aerials above Tahoe go horribly wrong

In the Past

read. diScuSS. cOntribute. mOOnShineink.cOm                    13 September – 10 OctOber 2018                    23



24                    13 September – 10 OctOber 2018                    mOOnShineink.cOm tahOe/truckee independent newSpaper24                    13 September – 10 OctOber 2018                    mOOnShineink.cOm tahOe/truckee independent newSpaper

9 Businesses | 52 Jobs
There are 10 local businesses included on this page, 

which employ xx people. Imagine the impact of losing 
any one of them!

Care about Lake Tahoe?
So do we.

LOCAL JOURNALISM MATTERS

Support our work. Subscribe.
Visit MoonshineInk.com/Subscribe or Call (530) 587-3607

Clearance

401 West Lake Blvd., Tahoe City, CA 96145
(530) 583-3911

OPEN DAILY

Everything Goes!
Up to

Fall
SALE

60%
Off

Perennials
Shrubs • Trees

Gardening 
Merchandise

Reasons to Shop Local
1)  Nurtures locally 

owned businesses and 
their employees

2)  Creates jobs and more 
business opportunities

3)  Raises wages and 
salaries

4)  Retains, builds, 
and strengthens 
community character

5)  Environmentally 
beneficial

6)  Local businesses 
support local 
nonprofits

7)  Increases choices for 
locals and visitors, 
better services

8)  Raises standard of 
living for the whole 
community

9)  Better schools, better 
education, better 
infrastructure

9
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Arbor boArdhouse:  
by riders, For riders

Bob Carlson started Arbor Collective 
in 1995 as a brand by riders, for 
riders. In that same spirit, Lauren 
and Shane Sintay 
opened Truckee’s Arbor 
Boardhouse four years ago, 
with an endorsement from Carlson 
to operate under Arbor Collective’s 
name. 

Lauren, a native of Mammoth 
Lakes, and Shane, who hails from a 
tiny town in eastern Oregon, both 
grew up snowboarding for fun, but 
realized after meeting in Mammoth 
that they wanted to work hard to 
create something of their own too. 

Today, their 6-year-old daughter runs 
around the Truckee shop, which is 
filled with gear from 
a variety of brands, 
and an emphasis 
on the backbone: 
Arbor skate and 
snowboards. The 
Sintays built their 
shop from the ground 
up by hand, selecting 
reclaimed wood from 
across the country 
to act as decorative 
features (replanting 
Hawaii’s koa forests 
and focusing on 
sustainability are on 
the forefront at Arbor 
Collective).

They looked at other mountain towns 
and chose to open the business 
specifically in Truckee, feeling it 

would be a great place 
to raise a family, and 
sensing it would be a great 

community to serve through the shop. 
They are all about local business. 

“Customer service is what sets a 
brick and mortar store away from 
an online big box store. You’re 
walking into a store that is run by 
snowboarders. We love what we 
do. We love this sport. We wanna 
perpetuate it to as many people as 
possible,” Lauren says. 

“Both of our best memories as kids 
were getting to come to the shop,” 

recalls Shane. “I can 
remember being 6 or 7 
years old … walking in, 
smelling the wax … you 
just don’t get that online. 
We really wanted to 
build a hub.” 

Lauren adds that part 
of this is for the next 
generation.

“A true core value of this 
is we remember where 
we came from,” she says. 
“These [pros] in Tahoe 
inspire us and we’re 
hoping we can teach that 
to the kids.” 

by Le‘a GLeaSOn
Moonshine Ink

PRO SERVICE: 
Shane Sintay rode 
for Arbor Collective 
for many years 
and later went 
on to become a 
brand ambassador, 
opening Arbor 
Boardhouse, where 
he can be found 
tuning snowboards 
at “game time” 
in winter. On the 
slopes you’ll see 
Shane at Sugar 
Bowl or Squaw, 
while his wife 
Lauren keeps it 
mellow with their 
little one at Sugar 
Bowl. Photo by 
Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink

GROMS: Arbor 
Boardhouse does it for 
“the littles”, sponsoring 
two up-and-coming 
youths. TJ is an 8-year-
old snowboarder and 
skateboarder who 
competes on the USASA 
series circuit in halfpipe, 
slopestyle, rail jam, and 
slalom. KOKO is 12 
years old and competes 
in snowboarding in the 
open women’s division in 
slopestyle and halfpipe 
for USASA. She is also a 
professional cable park 
wakeboarder.

LocaL Business 
owners

Truckee
(530) 582-9991

TheRiceTeam.com

Employs 7 people

Truckee
(530) 563-5250

11209 Brockway Rd., Ste C203

Employs 4 people

Downtown Truckee
(530) 582-0557

thecarmelgallery.com

Employs 5 people

Fine Art Photographs  
by Olof & Elizabeth Carmel

Truckee
(530) 582-0884

11400 Donner Pass Rd., Ste. #10

Employs 3 people

Truckee
(530) 536-5006

11486 Donner Pass Rd.

Employs 5 people

spreading the stoke in Tahoe

Truckee
(530) 536-6116

truckeefamilyeyecare.com

Employs 5 people

Eye Exams and Fabulous Glasses

Truckee
(530) 550-5300

TahoeSierraTransportation.com

10 local owner/drivers

Truckee
(530) 548-5112

RoundwoodFurniture.com

Employs 8 people

Creating bespoke fine art furniture

Truckee
(510) 883-4172

SierraSymmetry.com

Employs 5 people

Align Yourself for the Outdoors

Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, 
Carnelian Bay & Crystal Bay

northtahoebusiness.org

Members: 217 businesses

Please do business  
with NTBA members.
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1 court denies Sierra watch Lawsuits,  
upholds Squaw Valley Village approval
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Placer County Superior Court Judge Michael W. Jones ruled in 
favor of Squaw Valley Real Estate and Placer County on Aug. 
15 in the second of two lawsuits filed by Sierra Watch against 
Placer County’s approval of the Village at Squaw Valley Specific 
Plan. The court rejected Sierra Watch’s claim that the project’s 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was inadequate and violated 
eight areas of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
The CEQA ruling follows the court’s recent ruling against Sierra 
Watch’s separate allegation that Placer County’s approval of 
the project violated the Brown Act. Sierra Watch has indicated 
preparing to take the case to the California Court of Appeals.

2 945-acre northstar-area property Sold  
to developer mountainside builders
NORTHSTAR
Mountainside Builders, a subsidiary company of Taylor Builders, 
LLC has purchased the property assets of Mountainside 
Partners, comprising a portfolio of more than 940 acres in six 
separate development projects around the Northstar resort 
community. The properties were sold for an undisclosed 
amount. The projects are all in various stages of development. 
Mountainside at Northstar, adjacent to The Ritz-Carlton, Lake 
Tahoe, includes three on-mountain and slope-side communities 
ranging from homes and townhomes in the Stellar Collection 
and The Boulders, to M25, a collection of 25 large, custom lots. 
Collectively, the six projects represent entitlements for a mixture 
of residential units, including 309 within Mountainside, along 
with current and planned amenities for homeowners.

3 parasol foundation funds final  
two alerttahoe cameras
LAKE TAHOE
A grant of $42,500 will install two final AlertTahoe cameras 
at DL Bliss/Emerald Bay and Fallen Leaf Lake. AlertTahoe, a 
project of the University of Nevada, Reno, combines innovative 
technology with on-the-ground firefighting efforts to protect 
Lake Tahoe’s communities. It is a system of networked sensors 
designed to protect the Lake Tahoe Basin from catastrophic 
wildfires, earthquakes, and other natural hazards. Recently, 

Sen. Dean Heller (NV) announced $226,000 in federal funding 
for AlertTahoe for needed upgrades, camera system repairs, 
network connections, and software and hardware improve-
ments. The matching grant funding by the Parasol Foundation 
will help improve the existing 4-year-old system. 

4 $13 million from caL fire for forest health  
and restoration projects
TRUCKEE/NORTH LAKE TAHOE
The National Forest Foundation (NFF) announced Aug. 9 it has 
received a major grant from the California Climate Investments 
Forest Health Grant Program to conduct important forest 
health work on the Tahoe National Forest, the Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit, and State Responsibility Area lands 
in the Truckee/Tahoe region. The NFF will work with multiple 
local partners, including youth and tribal conservation crews, to 
perform fuels reduction work on nearly 12,000 acres of forests 
in the region. With this matching funding, the total project 
value is roughly $18 million. The work is expected to include 
roughly 7,900 acres of forest thinning/fuels reduction work, 
3,600 acres of prescribed fire, and 240 acres of reforestation. In 
addition, the project anticipates producing nearly 70,000 green 
tons of biomass for local biomass plants, which will boost local 
economies and support the emerging biomass industry. The 
NFF has until April 30, 2022 to complete the work.

5 placer county to explore third roundabout 
KINGS BEACH
A new roundabout could be in the works for a high-traffic 
interchange in Kings Beach, with the Placer County Board 
of Supervisors approving a $900,000 contract agreement on 
Aug. 28 with Omni-Means to begin the safety and congestion 
improvement project. Currently, traffic at the interchange is 
controlled by traffic signals, slowing the flow of traffic at the 
intersection of state Route 267 and state Route 28. A partner-
ship with Caltrans, the estimated $7 million project is expected 
to be funded from several sources, with a majority coming from 
federal programs. If the project is approved, construction is 
expected to begin in 2022.

6 Over 200 bike racks coming to basin
LAKE TAHOE
Thanks to a grant from the Tahoe Fund, the Lake Tahoe Bicycle 
Coalition is distributing 215 free bicycle racks throughout the Lake 
Tahoe Basin through September, creating secure parking for 430 
bicycles at key public destinations. The Tahoe Fund contributed 
$35,000 in grant funding for the bike rack effort along with 
$10,000 from the Nevada Commission on Tourism. Each of the 
two types of racks being distributed can park two bicycles. The 
racks are being installed at bike paths, parks, trailheads, beaches, 
and other community gathering places and recreation hotspots. 
Volunteers with the Bike Coalition assisted Sacramento-based 
Ground Control Systems with delivery of the racks on Aug. 16 and 
17. Along with the racks, the Bike Coalition is also distributing four 
public “fix-it” stations, where people riding bikes can use tools 
and a pump to address minor bicycle repair issues for free.

3
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ron cohen announced as 
president of Squaw Valley 
alpine meadows
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows 
and Alterra Mountain Company 
announced Aug. 15 that Ron 
Cohen has been selected as presi-
dent and chief operating officer 
of Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows. 
Cohen has served in the interim 
position since April. He brings 16 
years of outdoor industry experi-
ence to the resort, most recently 
as Alterra Mountain Company’s 
deputy general counsel. Prior to 
that, Cohen was at Mammoth 
Mountain from 2010 to 2017.

humboldt-toiyabe national 
forest hires new deputy 
forest Supervisor
SPARKS
The Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest, which covers much of 
the East Shore of Lake Tahoe, 
welcomes Teresa McClung as 
deputy forest supervisor. In her 
new position, McClung will provide 
oversight and management of 
resources on the forest’s 6.3 million 
acres — the largest in the lower 
48. McClung has over 34 years of 
diverse experience with the U.S. 
Forest Service.

TRASHY: 
Arcade 
Belts of 
Truckee co-
hosted the 
Commons 
Beach trash 
cleanup 
event by 
providing 
refreshments 
and raffle 
prizes for 
volunteers 
while also 
sending 
staff to 
participate.

AlertTahoe: Tahoe Area 
Rotary Club volunteers 
helping to install the 
Slide Mountain Camera 
they funded. Courtesy 
photos

11
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SEE COMPLETE LIST OF RATES + PERKS AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/SKISEASONPASSES

TAHOE DONNER CROSS  
COUNTRY SKI CENTER

TAHOE DONNER  
DOWNHILL SKI RESORT

Rated #1 Cross Country Ski  
Area in Truckee Tahoe

Best Place to Learn to Ski  
in Tahoe

Want to Lower Your  
Natural Gas Bill?

Each additional person beyond 8 - $8,640
*Household income levels establish qualification for the program.

Income levels are effective through May 31, 2019. 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME GUIDELINES*

Number of Persons
Living in My Home

1-2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Total Combined Annual
Income from ALL Sources

$32,920
$41,560
$50,200
$58,840
$67,480
$76,120
$84,760

Please visit swgas.com/caassist or call us  
at 877-860-6020 for more information.

You may also qualify for the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program, which 
provides a 20% discount on your monthly gas bill. Please review the chart below.

Whether you own or rent your home, Southwest Gas income-qualified customers 
may be eligible for the following energy efficient home improvements at no cost 
to you, through the Energy Savings Assistance Program.

 • Energy education and home assessment 
 • Energy efficient showerheads
 • Ceiling and floor insulation 

 • Door weather-stripping
 • Minor home repairs 
 • And much more!

SOUTHWEST GAS

7 cannabis delivery Service Licenses now available
TRUCKEE
In response to the passage of Proposition 64 in the November 2016 state election 
(legalizing recreational marijuana use) the Truckee Town Council held a series of 
workshops to discuss the town’s approach to marijuana regulations. At the June 12, 
2018 town council meeting, the council adopted permanent land use regulations in 
Truckee to allow the establishment of cannabis delivery service businesses (adult-use 
and medicinal), which can obtain a use permit and cannabis delivery service license 
from the town if they meet certain eligibility criteria, effective July 24, 2018. The 
Medicinal and Adult Use Cannabis 
Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA) 
requires a state “M-Retailer” or 
“A-Retailer” license (Type 9) issued 
by the Bureau of Cannabis Control 
for any retail activities involving 
marijuana. Following approval of a use 
permit by the planning commission to 
allow operation of a cannabis delivery 
service, the community development 
department will issue the delivery 
license to the delivery service opera-
tor. Info: townoftruckee.com

8 caltrans improves bridges  
in el dorado, nevada, and 
placer counties 
TRUCKEE/NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Caltrans is making improvements on 
eight bridges in three counties, due to 
the funds from Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), the 
Road Repair and Accountability Act 
of 2017. Five bridges are located on 
Interstate 80 west of Donner Summit 
where pavement is highly impacted 
by nearly 30,000 vehicles and more than 6,000 trucks per day, and the use of snow 
chains during the winter months contributes to road deterioration. Motorists traveling 
throughout the Reno and Lake Tahoe areas as well as other Sierra locations on these 
routes will benefit from a smoother ride as will the truckers transporting $4.7 million 
worth of freight every hour over I-80’s Donner Pass. The $3.6 million project was 
awarded to Golden State Bridge, Inc. Travelers through these areas are advised to 
prepare for delays in the work zones, including lane restrictions.

9 new State park: walker river State recreation area
NEVAdA
The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources announced Aug. 19 that 
Nevada’s newest state park, the Walker River State Recreation Area, will officially open 
to the public at the Pitchfork Ranch on Sept. 22. The park is comprised of four units: 
the Pitchfork Ranch, Rafter 7 Ranch, Flying M Ranch and the Nine Mile Ranch. The 
century-old Pitchfork Ranch, located near Yerington, Nevada, is an outdoor enthusi-
ast’s paradise, with 7 miles of the celebrated East Walker River open for exploration. 
Visitors are invited to experience camping, hiking, biking, wildlife viewing, kayaking, 
fishing, or simply relaxing in an idyllic country setting. 

10 town receives Sustainability award
TRUCKEE
Town of Truckee was awarded a Silver Level Award in Sustainability Best Practices 
from the Institute for Local Government Beacon Program. The award will be conferred 
to the mayor on Sept. 13 at the League of California Cities Annual Conference. 
Many town staff, decision-makers, and partners have worked extensively on all of the 
various efforts that led to this award. Some of the elements that led Town of Truckee 
to receiving this award are: energy efficiency upgrades to its facilities, its 2017/18 100 
percent renewables commitment, storm water program, updated waste and recycling 
services, a long-range transit plan, and the Railyard Master Plan.

11 Locals rally on Labor day to keep tahoe’s beaches clean
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Early on the morning of Sept. 3, over 70 Keep Tahoe Blue volunteers arrived at 
Commons Beach in Tahoe City to comb the sands along 6 miles of shoreline in search 
of items left behind by those enjoying the previous night’s festivities. Of the 224 
pounds of litter removed by volunteers organized by the League to Save Lake Tahoe, 
some of the most damaging to Lake Tahoe are the smallest and most obscure items 
that may not be seen at first glance. Micro-trash in the form of 2,064 cigarette butts 
and 1,520 plastic pieces were picked-up, sorted, and even recycled. League staff 
ship the cigarette butts to a company on the East Coast that upcycles them into new 
plastic products. As for the rest of the plastic pieces, those unfortunately will end up in 
landfills.

6

BIKE RACKS: The Lake Tahoe Bicycle Coalition is 
distributing 215 free bicycle racks throughout the 
Lake Tahoe Basin through September, creating secure 
parking for 430 bicycles at key public destinations. 

newS
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We need Moonshine Ink to 
not just survive, but thrive. 
Tell everyone you know to 
fork up $25 and keep 
quality journalism alive & 
well in our community.”

KATIE SHAFFER
CEO AND FOUNDER 
EAST RIVER PR

Join me in subscribing to 
Moonshine Ink
# K E E P T A H O E S M A R T

1 new treatment Options 
at kings beach clinic
KINGS BEACH
Western Sierra 
Medical Clinic continues to 
expand services at its Kings 
Beach-Tahoe health clinic, 
meeting the increasing health-
care requirements of the 
community and its residents. 
One of the greatest needs in 
the region is treating residents 
struggling with substance 
abuse, which led to the creation 
of a medication-assisted 
treatment program. Pediatrics 
and women’s health services 
are also now available at 
the clinic at 8665 Salmon Ave., 
which opened in July 2017, 
and offers medical and dental 
care 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Thursdays. Western 
Sierra announced when 
the health clinic opened that 
expanding services was one of 
the primary goals. Info: cherylr@
wsmcmed.org

2 internal changes at 
Granlibakken tahoe 
TAHOE CITY
The long-standing Tahoe City 

resort has undergone some 
stock adjustments between the 
three owners (members of the 
Parson family) that triggered an 
update for their ABC license. 
In addition, there have been 
some changes to management 
structure at the resort. All of the 
promotions and changes have 
gone to existing staff members, 
many of whom have worked at 
Granlibakken for several years. 
The promotions are as follows: 
Stephanie Hoffman, former 
director of sales to general 
manager; Katy Carmen, former 
rooms director to homeowner 
association manager; Lisa 
Aylesworth, former accounting 
manager to finance department 
manager; Annora McGarry, 
former marketing manager to 
marketing director; Jennifer 
Capistran, former senior sales 
manager to director of sales. 
Info: granlibakken.com

3 wild Society Offers 
Guided transparent 
kayaking tours
KINGS BEACH
Wild Society was created by 
Tahoe native Kaylee Howell 

during the summer of 2017 in 
the heart of downtown Kings 
Beach — 8612 North Lake 
Blvd.; behind Provisions and 
Coon Beach. Wild Society 
seeks to share the experience 
of the crystal clear, turquoise 
waters with North Lake Tahoe’s 
transparent Crystal Kayak Rental 
& Tour Company. Wild Society 
provides self-guided experi-
ences and guided tours like the 
After Dark Lit-Up Night Tour 
and East Shore Thunderbird 
Lodge Day Tour. Every kayak is 
equipped with fun accessories 
like waterproof wireless speak-
ers, snorkel gear, binoculars, 
selfie sticks, and more. Info: 
wildsocietylt.com 

4 economic impact 
numbers Soar at reno-
tahoe international airport
RENO
The Reno-Tahoe Airport 
Authority announced Aug. 21 
it generates $3.1 billion per 
year for the northern Nevada 
economy based on a study 
conducted by the University of 
Nevada and EKAY Economic 
Consultants. The staggering 
$1.1 billion increase in eco-
nomic impact numbers since 
the study was last conducted in 
2012 demonstrates the airport’s 
influence as the region’s 
economic driver. For the first 
time in a decade, Reno-Tahoe 
International Airport reached 4 
million passengers in 2017, and 
passenger numbers continue to 
climb in 2018. The Reno-Tahoe 
Airport Authority operates like a 
business and receives no state 
or local funding.

5 Local inventor creates 
easy carry paddleboard 
Strap
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
SUPrSTRAP is a paddleboard 
strap that provides surface 
water sports lovers an easier, 
less awkward way of carrying 
their paddleboard/surfboard 
down to the water. Local inven-
tor Diane Hemmert is a lover 
of watersports, especially stand 
up paddleboarding and surfing. 
The strap includes a hook that 
latches to the bottom of your 
board, and an over-the-shoulder 
strap that allows the wearer to 
carry it easily by their side. The 
SUPrSTRAP is already carried 
in Adrift Tahoe in Kings Beach, 
and Paddle Fit at the Marina in 
Sparks as well as online. Info: 
suprstrap.com

6 tahoe food hub 
Launches “make the 
move” crowdfunding 
campaign
TRUCKEE
Tahoe Food Hub is looking for 
donors to help them “Make the 
Move” to their new warehouse 
at the Truckee Tahoe Airport. 
The Food Hub has outgrown 
its current location and needs 
a larger space to support more 
local farms and increase access 
to fresh, sustainably-grown 
food for communities in the 
Tahoe Basin. Donate to its 
online crowdfunding campaign 
by Sept. 30 to help them raise 
the $30,000 necessary for the 
change. Info: tahoefoodhub.org

7 resort at Squaw creek 
to remodel Lobby and 
meeting/event Spaces
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Resort at Squaw Creek 
announced Aug. 8 that its 
lobby and meetings/event 
spaces will undergo a $2 
million design refresh over the 
coming months, with all work 
to be completed by January 
2019. Led by Chicago-based 
interior design firm, Looney & 
Associates, the lobby redesign 
will begin in late October and 
the meetings/event spaces 
will follow in November. The 
forthcoming updates add luxuri-
ous new details and enhanced 
lighting throughout the hotel.

8 mt. rose invests $2 
million ahead of winter 
2018/19 Season
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe is in the midst 
of another $2 million in capital 
projects designed to improve its 
mountain facilities and enhance 
the overall guest experience at 
the resort during the 2018/19 
winter season and beyond. 
Projects currently underway 
will build on the significant 

investments made over the past 
several years, including over $2 
million last summer. Early season 
operations continue to be a 
top priority at Mt. Rose with a 
strong commitment to offering 
superior quality snow surfaces 
all season long. Major snowmak-
ing construction includes the 
installation of 17 new snowmak-
ing towers complemented by 
increased firepower via additional 
high capacity pumps. The 
resort is also adding to its snow 
grooming fleet, bringing the 
latest, most efficient technology 
to the mountain. Facility improve-
ments underway include parking 
lot upgrades (including a new 
staircase to lot five), restroom 
remodels, and new resort 
signage including four state-of-
the-art LED lift signs.

9 trout unlimited and L.L. 
bean partner to teach fly 
fishing 
LAKE TAHOE
The Truckee River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited (TU) announced 
Aug. 27 it has received a 
donation of five Angler II fly rod 
outfits from L.L. Bean to support 
the chapter’s efforts to teach fly 
fishing to youth and veterans in 
the Lake Tahoe Basin. Volunteers 
from the chapter will host clinics 
for veterans and young people 
ages 10-12 from the area for a 
hands-on fishing and outdoor 
education program. 

10 makerspace Opens
RENO
A new makerspace, the QUAD in 
Reno, held its grand opening on 
Aug. 19 complete with hands-on 
activities and demonstrations of 
the new equipment. The QUAD 
will contain equipment, hardware 
and software that the public can 
use free of charge to create and 
learn. The QUAD is on level four 
of the Downtown Reno Library 
and will be open every Thursday 
beginning Aug. 23 from 3 to 6 p.m.

CLEAR: 
Every kayak 
is equipped 

with fun 
accessories 

like 
waterproof 

wireless 
speakers, 

snorkel gear, 
binoculars, 
selfie sticks 

and a 
completely 

clear hull. 
Photo 

courtesy 
Kaylee 
Howell
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Three styles available  |  Various colors
H I G H - Q U A L I T Y   |   L I M I T E D  I N V E N T O R Y

Call (530) 587-3607 or email info@moonshineink.com

Keep Tahoe
Looking Smart

SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM 
and …

Get a sweatshirt  
that will fast  
become your 
favorite hoodie.

H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  T R U C K E E
—  S I N C E  1 9 8 9  —

530 -587- 4 4 4 6  |   w h i te b u f fa l ot r u c ke e.co m

10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

Open  10am - 5pm  ·  Tuesday – Saturday
530-587-1409  ·  backstreetframers.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMERS & GALLERY

• RECLAIMED  WOOD  FRAMES
• MIRRORS
• READY-MADE  FRAMES
• UV  GLASS
• ARCHIVAL  FRAMING

TahoeDaves.com
530-583-6415

Kids’

Season

Start at

Leases
$89*

Starting October 6th

*Before December 8th

TAHOE CITY d TRUCKEE d KINGS BEACH d SQUAW VALLEY
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T A H O E  /  T R U C K E E

*Includes Northstar  **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows
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$300,000
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$900,000

$1,200,000

$1,500,000

Truckee* North and 

West Shores**
Incline Village/

Crystal Bay

Tahoe
Lakefronts

=
$6.3M

$712K $705K

$3.350M$1.384M

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY  
TAHOE LUXURY PROPERTIES, TLUXP.COM
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138

HOMES FOR SALE
Single family homes for sale as of 9/1/18

Including 27 Tahoe Lakefronts

83
58

30

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single family homes pending as of 9/1/18

Includes Northstar, Squaw 
Valley and Alpine Meadows

Truckee*        North & West Shores**        Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single family homes 
sold August 2018

MEDIAN PRICE Single family homes 
sold August 2018

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $705K

The regional median home price is down $33K from July.

1001386.2

Protect your family.
Prepare for the future.
I can help with both. Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance and Financial Review.® 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516

Bus: 530-550-9000
www.insuranceroxanne.com

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversigh
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV Banker #1076. Branch NMLS 1314006; K
Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. Licensed by the Department of B t under the 
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV Banker #1076. B atie Rice NMLS 
Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. Licensed by usiness Oversight under the 
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV Banker #1076 atie Rice NMLS 
308387. For J.D. Power 2018 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. (18-

Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. Licensed b t of Business Oversight under the 
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV ranch NMLS 1314006; Katie Rice NMLS 
308387. For J.D. Power 2018 award information, visit jdpower.com/a )

The Rice Team was ranked Top 1% by 
Mortgage Executive Magazine 2017

The Rice Team 
11050 Pioneer Trail, Ste. 201 | Truckee, CA 96161 
530.582.9991 | teamrice@guildmortgage.net

Cool off  this summer in your new home.
The Rice Team at Guild Mortgage makes the process of buying a 
home as easy as possible. With personalized service and cutting edge technology, 
your experience will be nothing but the best. 

Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS 3274. Individual NMLS #308387
I am licensed to do business in the states of California and Nevada. Licensed by the Department of 
Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV 
Banker #1076.
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To help clear the air, the Air District (AQMD) runs the 
Chimney Smoke Reduction Incentive Program 
(RIP). If you remove or replace on old non-EPA wood 

stove or eligible fireplace, AQMD will pay:

$500
FOR REPLACEMENT, OR

$600
FOR COMPLETE REMOVAL

For a basic installation, low-income  
applicants are eligible for up to

$3,000
Building permit paid for if one is needed.  

Placer and El Dorado counties residents are eligible. 
Funding is limited on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Pre-approval is required.
Some restrictions apply. More info:

530-621-7501

WOODSTOVE 
REPLACEMENT 

INCENTIVE

Thank you for working with us to improve air quality!

HOME FRONT

Falling into Winter
You want to savor every last 

day of Tahoe summer, but lose 
focus on the coming fall/winter, 
and you 
risk being 
caught 
off guard when 
the weather shifts. 
(Remember Aesop’s 
The Ant and the 
Grasshopper?) No, 
you don’t need to put 
away the patio set or 
scrub the BBQ just 
yet, but work these 
home care tips into 
your to-do list as you 
relish the warm sum-
mer days and you’ll 
experience a seamless, 
unhurried transition 
into fall:

PREPARE FOR COOL 
SUMMER NIGHTS 
OUTDOORS. Put out 
blankets and space 
heaters, and keep 
patio furniture covers 
at-the-ready for the 
first sign of serious 
weather; Soaked 
things don’t store 
well.

SORT KIDS’ SUM-
MER TOYS. If they’ll 
outgrow them before 
next summer, sell or 
donate now.

GET GARAGE-READY. 
You’ll need to park 
there sooner than you know!

MAKE SEASONAL DECOR 
SWAPS. Replace door wreaths, 
living room pillows, and bedroom 
linens to reflect the change of 
weather and color.

SCHEDULE TUNE UPS. Biking 
may be good through November, 
but don’t delay pulling out and 
tuning up your winter gear or 
you’ll be waiting in line with 
everyone else. 

ORDER YOUR FIREWOOD NOW. 
Yes, now’s the time for best prices 
and delivery options. (And get 
your indoor fireplaces ready, too. 

We usually light our first evening 
fire by Oct.1.)

SET A DAY TO WORK IN THE 
YARD. Tending to the yard now 
makes preparing for the first snow 
a lighter task. 

PREPARE YOUR GARDEN FOR 
SEASON’S CHANGE. Check with 
your gardener, landscaper, or local 
nursery to determine the special 
care needed so your plants can 
thrive.

AVOID INFESTATIONS OF PESTS 
who want to be indoors when cold 
weather arrives. It’s easier to fix 
these things now than to do it 
with frozen fingers.

LOCKING UP YOUR SUMMER 
HOME or planning to rent it out? 
Sketch your summer-home’s floor 
plan and indicate the shutoff 
valve, fuse, and power source for 
everything that uses water, gas, 
or electricity. Color code the plan 

based on each utility. Keep the 
map on hand for yourself and 
others.

PLAN AHEAD FOR PRIORITY 
ACCESS. With just three months 
until Christmas, now is exactly 
the right time to schedule holiday 
lighting installs and Christmas 
tree set-ups. Send out your “save 
the date” reminders for holiday 
gatherings. 

And, as you tackle this list, create 
a custom checklist for yourself 
so that next summer you can 
simply hand it off to a caretaker 
or assistant. Now that’s the way to 
enjoy every last day of summer!

Holly Verbeck is a certified house-
hold and estate manager, and runs 
HeyChef!, a private chef staffing 
company that specializes in helping 
you be a guest at your own party.

FALL is around the corner. Start now to prep for an easy winter. 
Aside from clearing the usual pinecones and needles, check with 
your local garden store about how to prep your plants for winter, 
too. Photo by Le‘a Gleason/ Moonshine Ink

BY HOLLY VERBECK
Space it up!

Your seasonal home-prep checklist

All residential customers receive a climate credit  
twice a year on their bill, and eligible small business customers  

receive this credit on their monthly statements.

What does this mean to you?
It means real savings you can use to make  

energy efficient changes to your home or business –
AND a cleaner planet for all of us. 

Liberty Utilities’ customers are reducing  
our state’s carbon footprint one step at a time.

Local and Responsive.  We Care.
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The 1940s echo 
throughout this 
well-maintained 
home, offering 
hardwood 
floors and those 
specially crafted 
nooks and 
crannies typical 
of a mid-century 
dwelling. For 
the fall chill, the 
home features a 
high efficiency 
forced air 
furnace and an updated kitchen for baking all those big holiday meals, plus 
energy efficient appliances. Info: $390,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 1,556-square-feet, 2364 
Westfield Ave., Reno, HomeNV Realty

1940s Charmer
BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!

COZY HOMES TO KEEP WARM AS IT COOLS DOWN

BY LE‘A GLEASON  |  Moonshine Ink

Cozy up in this 
Truckee Home nestled 
in the woods, and keep 
warm by the fire of the 
gorgeous wood stove 
in the family room. 
A stone entryway 
will make dusting off 
your boots easy when 
the first snow finally 
falls. And, with four 
bedrooms and three 
bathrooms, you have 
tons of space for family to visit on holidays, so start designing your Halloween 
decorations now so you can impress all those kids. Info: $689,000, 4 bed, 3 bath, 
2,430-square-feet, 14239 Tyrol Rd., Truckee, Coldwell Banker

Photo courtesy Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors

This single-level Reno home has carpeted living room floors to keep your toes 
warm in the evening chill. Light up the beautiful fireplace set within an exposed 
brick wall, and you’re sure to keep the perfect temperature inside while you 
spend the day up in the Tahoe Basin exploring. Plus, with three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, and a school just down the street, this is the perfect family starter 
home. Info: $399,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 1,692-square-feet, 1698 Glen Oaks Dr., Reno, 
Dickson Realty

Wooden Ceilings and Stone Fireplaces

Quaint Home with Fireplace 
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HOME FRONT

The Nitty Gritty 
W

elcome 
to the 

nitty gritty of 
real estate. To 
introduce you 
to us, Nancy 
started her real 
estate career 
in 1999 as a 
buyer specialist 
for the very 

first real estate team in Truckee. 
At that time, the area was flush 
with Bay Area dot-com money. 
There was little inventory, similar 
to this spring, when inventory 
levels were the lowest she had 
seen in 20 years. Vacant land was 
still readily available, so prices 
and construction were on the rise. 

Later that year, we qualified for 
our first home loan using only 
Bill’s stated income from his job 
as a bartender at Bar of America. 
Stated income meant you told 
the mortgage company what your 

income was without necessarily 
having the paper trail to back it up.

So much has changed since 
then. Last year, Bill retired 
from Bar of America, and joined 
Nancy in real estate at Tahoe 
Truckee Brokers, the company 
she started six years ago. Real 
estate teams are the norm in the 
industry now. Loan standards 
have tightened considerably, so 
the process of obtaining financ-
ing is a much bigger task than 
most remember. Construction of 
new homes, which pretty much 
came to a halt during the reces-
sion, has rebounded somewhat. 
Affordability has also been an 
issue in recent years, to the point 
where locals, who want to live and 
work, and buy homes here, simply 
cannot afford to do so. We are 
solidly a second home community 
that caters to resort market 
clientele. 

BY NANCY 
COSTELLO &  
BILL KENNY
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Wooden Ceilings and Stone Fireplaces

HOME FRONT

Why Is Rent So High?
Many 
in the 
region 
wonder 
why 
long-
term 
rental 

rates are 
as high 

as they are. As Heidi Hill 
Drum, CEO of the Tahoe 
Prosperity Center, says, 
“rent has gone up signifi-
cantly in our region in the 
past few years, and in my 
opinion it is simply supply 
and demand. Fewer rental 
homes are now available to 
long-term renters, so prices 
for what is left have gone 
up.” The follow up question 
is, of course: Why is the 
supply-and-demand equa-
tion so out of whack? 

“No one is building apart-
ments and long-term rental 
housing,” says John Falk, 
legislative analyst for 
the Tahoe Sierra Board 
of Realtors. “We did a 
proforma on doing an 
apartment complex, and 
we couldn’t pencil it out, 
even with donated land. 
It doesn’t play out that 
you can achieve the same 
return on your investment 
as you can selling homes. 
You really need to find a 
nonprofit who is willing 
to forego the cushion 
needed.” 

Some long-term renters 
express frustration that a 
huge inventory of homes in 
the region sits vacant much 
of the year. “The thing that 
is missed is that well over 
80 percent of second homes 
are occupied at least a few 
times a year,” Falk says. 

People who rent their 
homes as vacation rentals 
do so because it is a way for 
them to get a return from 
their investment while still 
being able to enjoy time 
in Lake Tahoe. In fact, 
for many buyers, vacation 
rental income was a primary 
part of their decision pro-
cess when they purchased 
their home. 

Local groups are working 
hard to convince second 
home owners to add their 
homes to the long-term 
rental market. “We applaud 
efforts by Placer County, 
Mountain Housing Council, 
and the Tahoe Home 
Connection, who are all 
working to encourage 
second homeowners to 
rent to local residents,” 
Hill Drum says. “These 
programs are working to 
find incentives for them to 
rent to longer-term locals, 
or seasonal managers and 
traveling nurses. Our data 
shows that renting long-
term is financially beneficial 
to the homeowner.”

Converting 
some vaca-
tion rental 
properties 
to long-term 
rentals will 
certainly 
help, but 
there is 
clearly also 
a need 
for newly 
constructed 
smaller 
apartments 
as well as 
in-law units, 
tiny homes, 
and cohous-
ing properties 
geared toward folks who 
want to rent long-term 
without roommates.   
 
“Public agencies are helping 
look for ways to incentivize 
new long-term housing by 
lowering permitting-related 
fees as well as exploring 
opportunities to re-zone 
land to allow for increased 
housing density,” says David 
Tirman, an architect with 
JMA Ventures who special-
izes in project management 
on mixed-use developments. 
“Getting more long-term 
housing built is going to 
take continuing partnerships 
between developers and 
public agencies. Key criteria 
for multi-family long-term 
rental projects to be eco-
nomically feasible include 

lower land costs, efficiency 
in design, higher unit 
density, market rental rates, 
and collaboration with public 
agencies on permitting and 
development impact fees.” 
In other words, it’s going 
to take a lot of hard work 
and ingenuity on the part of 

both government agencies 
and private partners to 
create more long-term rental 
units in our region. Perhaps 
everyone should take note of 
Hill Drum’s self-proclaimed 
personal motto, and get on 
board with “getting things 
done.” 

SUPPLY and demand in the Tahoe Basin have been affected by vacation rental properties, less 
full-time residents, and lack of rent control. Now, getting long-term housing built will be up to 
collaborations by not just one but many local agencies. Antongrachev/bigstockphoto.com

RENT CONTROL 
ON BALLOT 
 
California Proposition 10, 
the Local Rent Control 
Initiative, will be on the Nov. 
6 ballot. It would repeal 
the 1995 Costa-Hawkins 
Rental Housing Act, which 
limited when rent control 
measures could be applied 
to single family homes, 
condos, and duplexes. If the 
proposition is successful, 
local communities will be 
able to install strong rent 
control measures. 
“People are hungry 

for rent control and ... 
to see solutions to the 
housing crisis that can 
provide immediate relief 
to themselves and their 
neighbors,” says Anya 
Svanoe, a spokeswoman 
for the Alliance of 
Californians for Community 
Empowerment, which is 
behind the campaign. The 
motivation pushing rent 
control measures is to keep 
rents from being raised; 
opposition groups say the 
measures are disincentives 
to the building of long-
term rental units. They ask, 
“Why would you add a law 

that would make building 
long-term housing units less 
attractive?” 
“It would be an absolute 
nightmare,” says John 
Falk, Legislative Analyst for 
the Tahoe Sierra Board of 
Realtors. He says the reason 
the Costa-Hawkins Rental 
Housing Act was put into 
effect back in 1995 was that 
“we saw very aggressive 
rent control jurisdictions 
that were so oppressive, the 
people were getting out of 
the rental business. It hurt 
renters, and made people 
not want to be property 
managers.” 475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA  |  530-584-2431

Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

Crazy Rich Asians
SEPTEMBER 13–20

3100: Run and Become
SEPTEMBER 28–30

Venom
OCTOBER 5–25

Ode to Muir
w/Jeremy Jones

OCTOBER 26–27

Rocky Horror Picture Show
w/live shadow cast by Amber’s Sweets

OCTOBER 31

SERVING
BEER, WINE

HARD CIDER

AN
D

REAL RENTALS
By Tim Hauserman
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FULL SERVICE TREE CARE
& DEFENSIBLE SPACE

530.320.8061
www.halltreecompany.com

Quality Service  
from Your Local  
ISA Certified Arborist

 Tree Removal
 Tree Trimming
 Defensible Space
 Prompt Service
  Fully Licensed  
& Insured
CCL #924032
ISA #WE-8756A

Geese on the Rise
The popular Commons 

Beach in Tahoe City has 
a lovely stretch of grass just 
above the shoreline, and 
a few hundred feet away 
lies the Tahoe City golf 

course. Every morning a 
crew of two from the Tahoe 
City Public Utility District 
spends an hour cleaning up 
goose poop on the beach 
alone. Since geese produce 
about a pound and a half of 
poop each day, “the amount 
of feces at the golf course is 
all but impossible to man-
age, and hence it’s on the 
course,” said Kurt Althoff, 
TCPUD spokesperson. 
“They are a nuisance, for 
sure!” 

Forty years ago, Canada 
geese were a summers-only 
sight in Tahoe. Now they 
seem to be everywhere, all 
year round. Their numbers 
are on the rise all over the 
country, but experts debate 
whether all those birds are 
damaging the environment 
of Lake Tahoe, or just caus-
ing a messy nuisance. 

Will Richardson, from the 
Tahoe Institute for Natural 
Science, says that geese 
are like “flying cows.” They 
love to eat grass, and the 
region has provided them 
with their perfect habitat: 
lots of manicured lawns and 
golf courses right next to 
the water. The population 
has also grown because 
people feed the geese and 
the number of natural local 
predators has declined.   

Another contributor to the 
population increase, accord-

ing to a Cornell University 
study, is that some groups 
of geese are no longer 
migrating between Canada 
and Central America every 
year, but rather staying in 
one place all year long – 
quite often in places that 
are settled by humans. In 
urbanized areas, where 
fewer coyotes and other 
predators live, the geese 
have a better survival rate 
than birds who migrate 
through wild places do, 
reads the study.

“Some scientists think that 
if we reduce the acreage 
of fertilized lawns, a good 
source for geese, we could 
limit goose populations,” 
wrote researchers Heather 
Segale and John Cobourn 
in a paper written for the 
University of Nevada 
Cooperative Extension. 
“In the meantime, you can 
encourage beach patrols and 
neighborhood groups to be 
aware of goose waste near 
beaches and streams.” 

As far as the environmental 
impact of all that goose 
poop on the Tahoe environ-
ment? Watch out. The 
United States Department 
of Agriculture Wildlife 
Services says, “Geese are 
known carriers of several 
potential pathogens includ-
ing E. coli, salmonella, 
staphylococcus, and strep-
tococcus, along with the 

protozoan Cryptosporidium. 
In addition to bacteria and 
other microbes, there is 
organic waste, nitrogen, and 
phosphorus in fecal mate-
rial. If feces enter water, 
the input of contaminants 
can have immediate public 
health and economic effects 
where water is utilized for 
drinking and/or recreation.”

Segale and Cobourn, 
however, indicate that goose 
waste may not be as bad 
for the lake as waste from 
other animals. “Julie Regan, 
TRPA, points out that geese 
are ingesting nutrients that 
already exist around the 
lake,” they write. “The geese 
are basically recycling the 
fertilizer they’re eating from 
the grass. Dog waste, on the 
other hand, can actually add 
to the overall pollution of 
the lake because their food 
source is over and above 
what is in the environment.”

Richardson agrees, saying, 
“The [dogs’] contribution to 
messing up lake clarity has 
more to do with landscaping 
than the geese.”

Dayton Marchese, an engi-
neer with water resource 
management company 
Opti RTC, says “I wouldn’t 
expect the geese to be 
adding enough nitrogen and 
phosphorus to Lake Tahoe 
to cause a real spike; the 
thing I am concerned about 

is disease. If there are swim-
ming areas where a lot of 
geese hang out, somebody 
could ingest some goose-
poop bacteria.”

While there is debate on 
the birds’ environmental 
impact, there is no debate 
that geese can detract from 
the experience of sitting 
along the Tahoe shoreline. 
Not only is poop taking over 
the grass, it also creates a 
slippery mess. 

In the past, several golf 
courses and beaches in 
the region rounded up 
geese and moved them 
to Stillwater Refuge in 
Nevada. Richardson said 
that didn’t work, as he has 
seen lots of geese banded 
at Stillwater on the beaches 
of Tahoe. The problem with 
containing birds is they can 
fly away.

Instead, the Incline Village 
General Improvement 
District came up with an 
innovative plan to deal with 
the problem. While dogs 
are not normally allowed 
on the beaches, IVGID’s 
Resource Conservation 
Officer Madona Dunbar 
started a dog goose patrol 
12 years ago. “Citizens in 
the community that have 
social dogs good with 
people can have special 
access to Incline beaches to 
dissuade the geese.” Dogs 

BY TIM HAUSERMAN 
Moonshine Ink

A CORNELL UNIVERSITY study showed that Tahoe now has a year-round population of geese 
who do not migrate, making them much more populous throughout the year in the Basin.  Photo 
by Tim Hauserman/Moonshine Ink
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get ID cards, and wear a vest 
when they go to play on the 
beach. Similarly, Edgewood 
Golf Course in South Lake 
Tahoe has a staff dog to chase 
the geese away.

Lakefront homeowners also 
use dogs, as well as trip wires 
between beach and lawn 
to dissuade the geese, and 
motion detector sprinklers, 
says Dunbar. USDA’S wildlife 
services program recommends 
“dogs, pyrotechnics, strobe 
lights, lasers, and sound 
devices” to dissuade the birds. 

While these techniques may 
make the geese high tail it for 
a time, other methods would 
be needed to make a perma-
nent dent in the population. 
Reducing the acreage of lawns 
and manicured grass in the 

region would have a major 
impact. Other areas have 
also tried covering goose 
eggs in corn oil to keep 
them from hatching. 

And then there were the 
desperate efforts of the 
folks in Ocean Pines, 
Maryland. In an effort to 
preserve the water quality 
in the community’s ponds, 
after dealing with the 
problem for years without 
killing, in July of this year 
the association decided 
to euthanize 290 geese. 
Association officials say 
the ponds and recreational 
grounds were "overrun with 
goose poop.” Meat from the 
geese was donated to the 
Maryland Food Bank. 
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•  FREE week pass including classes  
(new members only — VALID WITH AD ONLY)

•  $25 assessment/consultation  
(one-on-one review w/a personal trainer)

•  $20/month unlimited classes  
(w/membership)

Memberships start at only  
$35 A  MONTH! Call for details.

Truckee/North Tahoe’s #1 Gym!

EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGABLE TRAINERS
W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  E Q U I P M E N T
F U N  E N V I R O N M E N T

CURRENT SPECIALS

GEESE IN TAHOE are said to feed mainly on manicured lawns. One theory in 
reducing the geese would be to decrease the amount of lawn space they have 
access to throughout the year in the Basin. 
Photo by Tim Hauserman/Moonshine Ink  

MOUNTAIN LIFE
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New Moon Natural Foods 

TAHOE CITY 

100% Organic produce

ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE
75+ items

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers  &  over 100 wines

REMODELED & 
VASTLY EXPANDED

Tahoe City (530) 583-7426
505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426
11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

Create  |  Install  |  Maintain
Commercial  |  Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.

Ticks in Tahoe
Anec-
dotal 
reports 
are 
coming 
in from 
Tahoe 
and 
Truckee 

about an increase in ticks in 
the area. I heard firsthand 
reports of ticks in Glenshire, 
Squaw Valley, Tahoe City, 
Boca, Stampede and Donner 
Summit. So how do we 
prepare?

The two species of tick most 
commonly found in our area 
are the American dog tick and 
the western black-legged tick. 
Dog ticks are thought to be 
most common and are carriers 
of Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever. Black-Legged ticks carry 
Lyme disease and in 2016 
the California Department of 
Public Health collected one 
from the Sagehen area near 
Truckee. Hopefully he was 
alone but many expect him to 
have friends on the way. 

How do ticks get on you or 
your pet? Ticks do what is called 

questing. Ticks can’t jump 
and they can’t fly. They’d be 
lousy at basketball. Instead, 
they climb to the edge of a 
blade of grass leaving their 
front legs exposed so they 
can walk right on to you or 
your unsuspecting pet. Pets 
and other animals are more 
likely to pick up ticks if they 
roam grassy areas. Once on 
your body, ticks seek out warm 
crevices. They secrete sub-
stances in their saliva that make 
it so you don’t feel that tick bite 
when it occurs, and once they 
start feeding they tend to stick 
around for a few days.   

Angella Falco, field station 
manager with Placer County 
Mosquito and Vector Control 
District, has been conducting 
tick surveillance in the Truckee 
area this summer. One method 
of collecting ticks for study 
is called flagging. A piece of 
canvas about the size of a flag 
is dragged over an area. Ticks 
are then sorted and collected 
for study.  
 
Placer residents are also 
encouraged to take pictures 
and report tick sightings 
to the district via email or 
social media.  Once a report 
is received Falco will flag the 
suspected tick habitat. The 
results so far this summer? 
Not a single tick. It has also 
been a hot, dry summer. 
Ticks like humidity and a 
spike in activity is expected 
once we get some rain this 
fall. While we may have 
struck out so far locally, it 
seems clear that tick habitats 
are expanding and incidences 
of tick-borne diseases are 
also increasing. 

But, finding a tick on your 
pet is not necessarily a reason 
for treatment with pesticides, 
according to local veterinarian 
Dr. Wendy Robinson of Tahoe 
Integrative Veterinary Care 
in Truckee. The clinic carries 
essential oils that act as a tick 
repellent for her clients. She 
has noticed an increase in ticks 
the last few years but still in 
numbers that are far less than 
in places like Auburn or even 
Reno. 

Heading to tick country? Placer 
County recommends using a 
20 percent DEET insect repel-
lent. Cover exposed skin and 
wear light colored clothing. Do 
frequent tick checks in the days 
following your visit. If found, 
remove ticks as soon as pos-
sible with tweezers. If a tick is 
removed within 24 to 36 hours 
it is unlikely to transmit Lyme 
disease. But it seems this is a 
growing problem. According 
to Falco, the type of ticks that 
transmit Lyme have been found 
on every trail in the foothills. 
They may be moving to your 
neighborhood next.  

CARRIERS: The American dog tick is the most common carrier of Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever, and has been found by researchers along trails within 
the Tahoe Basin. When hiking, experts recommend essential oils as a chemical-
free repellent, or 20 percent DEET insect repellent for a more aggressive 
approach. Epantha/bigstockphoto.com

FLIP’S FRIENDS
By Olive Brown
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SIERRANEVADA.EDU
Phone 886.412.4636
admissions@sierranevada.edu

Visit our campus. Discover the 
difference between an education you 
need and the education you love. 

VISIT US — EXPERIENCE SNC TAHOE
DURING FALL OPEN HOUSE DATES
9:30 TO 2:30

Friday, October 12th 

Friday, November 2nd

SNC Tahoe | 999 Tahoe Boulevard 
IIncline Village, NV 89451

www.sierranevada.edu/RSVP

LIVE.
LEARN.
LAKE TAHOE.

Sept. 13 to Oct. 11
COMMUNITY | Diabetes Self 
Management
A program designed to help patients 
learn the skills to better self-manage 
their diabetes.  Classes cover self-
management skills, decision making, 
common symptoms, exercise tips, 
healthy eating, and medication 
management. Info: free, 4 to 5 p.m., 
North Tahoe Family Resource Center, 
Kings Beach, (530) 587-3769
 
Friday, Sept. 14
COMMUNITY |  Third Annual Balls in 
the Ruff Golf Tournament
Golf for a good cause! The Humane 
Society of Truckee Tahoe will host 
its third annual Balls in the Ruff Golf 
Tournament, a unique tournament set 
to benefit the homeless pets in and 
around our community. Info: $150, 
noon, Tahoe Donner Golf Course, 
Truckee, hstt.org
 
COMMUNITY |  Greenhouse Gas 
Policies Near and Far with Elizabeth 
Lokey Aldrich, Ph.D.
Are you knowledgeable about global 
warming reduction strategies or per-
haps have heard of “cap and trade” 
and want to learn more? Join Sierra 
College Insights and Elizabeth Lokey 
Aldrich, Ph.D. This session kicks off the 
2018/19 Sierra College Insights event 
series that offers academic enrichment 
and intellectual exchange across a 
range of scholarly subjects. Info: free, 7 
p.m., Sierra College, Truckee, sier-
racollege.ticketleap.com
 
Saturday, Sept. 15
OUTDOORS | Great Sierra River and 
Beach Clean Up
Your help is needed! Grab your 
friends, co-workers, and family too 
for a few hours of cleaning up the 
lake, our home. Just three hours of 
volunteering will make a difference in 

reducing litter at the lake. Info: free, 9 
a.m., Incline Village Recreation Center, 
request to clean up your favorite 
beach by emailing jah@ivgid.org, 
yourtahoeplace.com/events
 
ARTS AND CULTURE | Fifth Annual 
Nevada Humanities Literary Crawl 
Open a new world! Join the Nevada 
Humanities Literary Crawl and enjoy an 
afternoon and evening of fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry readings, as well as 
panel discussions and workshops. The 
event kicks off with a keynote address 
at the Nevada Museum of Art (160 W. 
Liberty St.), with events taking place 
at venues throughout the California 
Avenue corridor in Reno. Info: free, 
noon, Nevada Museum of Art, Reno, 
nevadahumanities.org 
 
COMMUNITY | Sample the Sierra
Sample the Sierra, Lake Tahoe's largest 
farm-to-fork festival, celebrates the 
talent of the Sierra Nevada region via 
food, wine, beer, spirits, produce and 
art! This event brings together local 
chefs/restaurants with neighboring 
growers/producers to turn out scrump-
tious samples craftily paired with the 
appropriate wine or brew. Info: $30 
to $40, noon, Bijou Community Park, 
South Lake Tahoe, samplethesierra.
com
 
ART AND CULTURE | Fourth Annual 
Art & Soul ArtWalk
Stroll downtown Truckee during the 
annual Art & Soul ArtWalk featuring 
over 30 local artists. Enjoy live demon-
strations, music, craft beer, and wine 
too. A portion of this year's event will 
go to Tahoe Truckee School of Music.  
Info: $35/ advance, 4 tickets/$120, 1 to 
6 p.m., Truckee, historictruckee.com
 
Monday, Sept. 17 
COMMUNITY | Banh Mi & Beer 
Help keep North Lake Tahoe and 

CALENDAR
It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap 

for the full calendar, or to add an event.
It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap 

for the full calendar, or to add an event.

TAP CALENDAR
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Truckee fed. Alibi Ale Works 
and Project MANA are joining 
forces, yet again, to host 
Banh Mi & Beer — an evening 
of authentic Vietnamese 
Banh Mi sandwiches, Alibi 
Ales and a raffle for an Epic 
Tahoe Local Day Pass.  All 
proceeds after food expenses 
will go to Project MANA to 
provide hunger relief in the 

community. Info: $20, 5 to 8 
p.m., Alibi Ale Works, Incline 
Village, projectmana.org
 
Wednesday, Sept. 19
FOOD | Skillshare: Immune 
Boosting Foods
Help reduce your susceptibil-
ity to the cold and flu this 
winter by learning to prepare 
immune boosting foods. In 

this interactive workshop, 
Slow Food Lake Tahoe will 
teach how to make elderberry 
syrup, bone broth and fire 
cider at home. Info: $20, 
Truckee Demonstration 
Garden, Truckee, slowfoodla-
ketahoe.org
 
Sept. 20 to 23 
ART AND CULTURE | Lost 
Sierra Hoedown
Pack your boots and get out 
of town to the sixth annual 
Lost Sierra Hoedown at 
Johnsville Historic Ski Bowl. 
This family-friendly hoedown 
takes place at the birthplace 
of ski racing at Plumas-Eureka 
State Park. Including the likes 
of Marty O’Reilly & the Old 
Soul Orchestra, The Mother 
Hips, and Willy Tea Taylor, 
this year’s event will surely 
impress. Info: lostsierrahoe-
down.com
 
Saturday, Sept. 22
ARTS AND CULTURE | 
Autumn Equinox Wreaths
Sierra Valley's Aurora Wellise 
will teach the art of adorning 
your home with personally 
symbolic, powerful, and visu-

ally beautiful botanic wreaths. 
Wellise will discuss elements 
of plant folklore as applied to 
honor the seasons, protecting 
the home and creating sacred 
space through seasons and 
holidays. Students will be 
encouraged to add personal 
elements to their wreath.  No 
experience necessary. Info: 
$95, 11 a.m., Atelier, Truckee, 
ateliertruckee.com
 
Sunday, Sept. 23
ARTS AND CULTURE | 
Mosaics 101
Learn the basics of mosa-
ics, including techniques, 
design, and grouting with 
this workshop. Using various 
materials, students will work 
toward a 10-by-10-inch 
mosaic mirror or 6-by-12-inch 
plaque project. All materials 
provided but students may 
bring other objects (stones, 
jewels, beads, etc.) to incor-
porate into their piece. Info: 
$75/general, $65/member, 10 
a.m., Nevada Museum of Art, 
Reno, nevadaart.org 

Friday, Sept. 28
COMMUNITY | Truckee High 
Alumni Homecoming 
Calling all Truckee High 
Alumni! The class of 1988 
has organized an all-class 
homecoming progressive. 
Enjoy drinks at Bar of 
America, Pastime Club, and 
Casa Baeza. Also, help the 
Truckee Alumni Scholarship 
by supporting future Truckee 
High graduates. Info: free, 4 
to close, Downtown Truckee, 
Facebook: Truckee High 
Alumni Scholarship
 
COMMUNITY | Dentistry 
From the Heart Event
Dr. Robert Colpitts and 
Dr. Jacqueline Delaney of 
Sierra Crest Dental and Dr. 
Daniel Martin of Tahoe Oral 
Surgery and Implant Center, 
are spreading free smiles. 
Dentistry From the Heart 
Event — providing adults 
with free dental care (filling, 
extraction, or cleaning). Info: 
free, 7:30 a.m., 40169 Truckee 
Airport Road, Truckee, (530) 
214-3013
 
Sept. 28 and Oct. 5
COMMUNITY | Professional 
Skills in the 21st Century 
Attention Employers: Based 
on demand, Sierra College, 
Tahoe-Truckee is offering a 
new customer service and 

professional skills course. This 
interactive workshop series 
taught by Kim Bateman, Ph.D. 
will stimulate collaboration, 
creativity, critical thinking, and 
communication. Businesses 
are encouraged to enroll mul-
tiple employees in this course 
designed to enhance profes-
sional skills for success in the 
21st-century workplace. Info: 
$40, 9 a.m., Sierra College, 
Tahoe-Truckee, Truckee, 
sierracommunityed.org
 
Saturday, Sept. 29
ART AND CULTURE | 
ANNE BRIGMAN: THE 
SYMPOSIUM
Rediscover the life and art 
of Anne Brigman (1869-
1950), whose work in the 
Sierra in the early 1900s was 
groundbreaking for its time. 
In this half-day symposium, 
you’ll hear from scholars 
about Brigman’s photography, 
poetry, and legacy — that 
is more relevant today 
than ever. Enjoy this major 
retrospective exhibition cel-
ebrating the work of Brigman, 
who is best known for her 
iconic landscape photographs 
made in the early 1900s 
depicting herself and other 
female nudes outdoors in the 
Sierra Nevada. Info: $85/$75 
members, 9:30 a.m., Nevada 
Museum of Art, nevadaart.org
 
COMMUNITY | The David 
Bowie Alumni Tour
Following their critically 
acclaimed tour earlier this 
year, Mike Garson and fellow 
key alumni musicians of 
David Bowie’s bands from 
across the decades return 
in September for this show. 
Info: $36, 8 p.m., Silver 
Legacy Casino, Reno, msopr.
com
 
Sunday, Oct. 7
OUTDOORS | Tahoe Rim 
Trail Association Fundraiser 
Kick off your boots and join 
the TRTA for an evening of 
celebration. Get ready for a 
fun-filled evening with our 
ever-exciting silent auction, 
build-your-own trail mix 
bar, the State of the Trail 
address, and more! Info: 
$60/per person, 3 to 6 p.m.,  
Northstar Lodge at Big 
Springs, tahoerimtrail.org
 
Thirsty for more TAP? Go 
online to moonshineink.com/
tahoe-events for a full calen-
dar of events in the area. 

 

Marty O’Reilly & the Old Soul Orchestra 
(Chris Lynch on fiddle, Ben Berry on 

upright base, and Matt Goff on drums and 
percussion) play folk-inspired indie rock that’s 
moving to the soul. It tells a story of their time 
together so intricately woven between their 
relationship with music and their 
friendship as bandmates that it’s 
hard to tell which comes first.

The band stopped by in August 
for a mini house-concert, a Tiny 
Porch filming, and an interview. 
You can read the full interview 
and see the video online at 
moonshineink.com. Here’s an 
excerpt to tease your senses. 

You’re gearing up to play at 
the popular four-day bluegrass 
festival Lost Sierra Hoedown 
Sept. 20. Tell us a little bit 
about that … 
Marty: We generally spend the 
rest of the year trying to look 
people in the eyes and convince 
them to go. There’s so much 
about being a musician that 
requires you to promote [what] 
you’re doing … but the way 
that we promote this is for our 
own personal reasons. To try to 

explain to people that they will have a really 
good time when they go … it’s one of the 
things we look forward to the most through-
out the year. 

~ Le‘a Gleason/Moonshine Ink 

GET
OUT & GO

Old Soul, New Sound
Sept. 20 to 23, Lost Sierra Hoedown; 
Online, Tiny Porch Concert

WAY BACK WHEN: Marty O’Reilly & the Old Soul Orchestra played an 
unplugged rendition of "Dreamcatcher" in the Ink's newest episode of 
Tiny Porch. Catch the band and over 30 other bluegrass acts at Johnsville 
Historic Ski Bowl Sept. 20 to 23. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

TAP CALENDAR

30%
OFF

3 MONTHS

Minimum 1/8 page ad.  
Months booked must be consecutive.  

Cannot be combined with other discounts.
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GET
OUT & GO

Will He Be the Last Dalai Lama? 
Sept. 30, Incline Village

Producer/director Mickey 
Lemle first met the Dalai 

Lama in 1984 at a conference 
in Switzerland, 25 years after 
the Tibetan spiritual leader 
had been forcibly exiled from 
his country by the Chinese.

“I immediately thought that 
this would be a great subject 
of a film,” Lemle said. A few 
years later, the director got a 
chance to present the idea to 
the Dalai Lama. 

“He looked at me with those 
wonderful eyes, and said, ‘Do 
you think this is a worthwhile 
undertaking?’

“‘Your Holiness, if I didn’t 
think this was a worthwhile 
undertaking, I wouldn’t 
spend my time doing it,’ I 
responded.

“And the Dalai Lama looked 
at me, then said, ‘You know, 
that’s a very American way 
of looking at it.’ Then he 
cracked up. 

“After spending time with 
my Tibetan Buddhist friends 
after that, what I came to 
realize is that for a Tibetan 
Buddhist, the most important 
question is: what’s your 
motivation?”

“I missed that completely; 
it just went right over my 
head,” Lemle said. “I took 
the question into my ego and 
answered from there.” 

Luckily the lama is the 
world’s most compassion-
ate person, according to 
Lemle, and he had kindness 
for the director’s ignorance 
and said, “Well, let’s do the 
movie, but let’s do it soon.” 

The project became 
Compassion in Exile: The 
Story of the 14th Dalai Lama, 
the first major movie made 
about the monk, released 
in 1992. The film introduced 
millions of people all over 
the world to the Dalai Lama 
and the plight of his exiled 
country, winning numerous 
awards and honors, including 
two Emmy nominations, and 
grand prize at the Earth/
Peace Film Festival. 

A quarter of a century later, 
both director and subject 
have moved into different 
stages of life. One crucial 

point for the Dalai Lama: 
a couple of years ago, the 
People’s Republic of China 
government passed a law 
saying they had to par-
ticipate in the selection and 
training of any high lama, 
especially the Dalai Lama. 
"That sent a chill through 
all Tibetans anywhere and 
all freedom-loving people 
everywhere because … they 
don’t want a system totally 
devoid of any spirit," Lemle 
said. The Dalai Lama has said 
he isn't going to reincarnate, 
but has also said otherwise. 
The question remains 
unanswered. 

To delve into this matter and 
more, Lemle has released 
another film about His 
Holiness, The Last Dalai 
Lama? that takes a fresh look 
at what is truly important 
to the 14th Dalai Lama in 
his 80s and the ongoing 
confrontation between 
Tibet and China. Myths and 
Mountains, an adventure 
travel company based in 
Incline Village, hosts a 
screening of the film on Sept. 
30 with Lemle on hand to 
talk about the film. 

Moonshine caught up with 
Lemle, who has been friends 
with the Dalai Lama for 34 
years.

What drove you to do the 
2016 follow-up piece?
As he started to approach 
80 … I sensed a kind of 
urgency in trying to spread 
his message to people. I 
thought, why don’t I magnify 
this by making a movie about 
it? What’s really important 
to him? In the film, we see 
his passions for neuroscience 

and understanding how the 
mind works, his work with 
interfaith dialogue, and the 
fact that he’s dealing with 
a very big issue, which is 
whether or not he’s going to 
reincarnate, whether there’s 
going to be a 15th Dalai 
Lama.

The Tibetan people have 
now spent 60 years in 
exile. Have you visited the 
country? 
I haven’t, because I don’t 
know if I can get a visa at 
this point. I think I’m highly 
suspect. I would love to go 
(but) I didn’t want to do any 
filming there. Anyone I filmed 
there I would put in jeopardy 
and I think it’s irresponsible 
as a filmmaker to use people 
and maybe have their lives 
threatened for a shot.

Both movies I’ve only filmed 
people who are in exile. A 
couple of people who were 
going back to Tibet, they 
said, “I don’t care what 
happens to me. As long 
as the world knows what’s 
going on.” I said, “I care 
what happens to you and 
I just can’t use that story,” 
as compelling as it was in 
several cases.

If they were in a movie that 
was pro-Dalai Lama and anti-

Chinese, 
they 
would be 
arrested, 
maybe 
tortured, 
for 20 
years. Or 
maybe 
killed. 
The 
Chinese 
don’t 
mess 
around.

In what 
ways 
have 

you taken lessons from His 
Holiness that impact your 
day to day?
After the first movie, I could 
see my worldview shifted … 
it’s not just sitting with the 

Dalai Lama and asking him 
whatever I want … I get to 
sit and watch his response 
on my editing machine for 
maybe nine months ... I treat 
it as my meditation … How 
many people in the world get 
to say that the world’s deep-
est philosophical issues are 
how they spend their days?

In descriptions of your cur-
rent film, Tibetan Buddhism 
is referred to many times 
as a “science of mind.” Talk 
about this.
Yes, His Holiness said to me 
once, that Tibetan Buddhism 
is both a religion, with its 
traditions and rituals, but it’s 
also a science of the mind. 
It’s totally compatible with 
any other religion or even 
agnostics. You can under-
stand how the mind works, 
without having to shave your 
head or wear robes. 

In the movie, he talks about 
the fact that the Tibetans 
have for a thousand years 
held the wisdom traditions 
… for overcoming negative 
or afflictive emotions, like 
anger, greed, envy, violence, 
ignorance, sloth. He said, 
“We held that knowledge … 
and now it’s time to share it 
with the rest of the world.”

The problem being if that 
comes from one specific 
religious tradition, the oth-
ers won’t buy it. He thinks 
if that information comes 
from science, rather than a 
religious tradition, then he 
feels like he’s working for all 
7 billion human beings on 
the planet.

In Barack Obama’s July 
2018 speech in South 
Africa, he said, “Right 
makes might, not the other 
way around.” I’m reminded 
of that when pondering the 
Tibetan plight. Is this idea 
something you’ve spoken 
about with the Dalai Lama?
It does seem to be … a 
shadow side of our culture that 
we’ve never successfully dealt 
with. It comes out with these 
bursts of racism. I think it stems 
from that initial tragedy that 
the white people perpetrated 
on indigenous people.

But in the case of Tibet, it’s 
an effective strategy. There 
are 6 million Tibetans and 
1.2 billion Chinese. What 
are they going to do? Start 
an armed rebellion? … The 
idea of a nonviolent protest 
is a smart reaction. It’s very 
Ghandian, but in the case 
of India, the numbers were 
reversed. Name one other 
movement for independence 
and autonomy in the world 
that is nonviolent. It doesn’t 
exist anywhere else.

As board chairman of the 
Tibet Fund for 20 years, tell 
us about this organization.
From the moment a refugee 
arrives from Tibet into India 
or Nepal, they are met 
with something that the 
Tibet Fund funded: food, 
shelter, medical attention, 
school, scholarships, printing 
presses, eye clinics … It’s 
very gratifying to see the 
people it has helped.

~ Mayumi Elegado/ 
Moonshine Ink  

INFO: 3 p.m. screening: $35/advance, $40/door, $20/student/child, Chateau at Incline Village; 
Exclusive 7 p.m. dinner: $325/person, includes VIP seating for the film, private dinner with 
Mickey Lemle at Incline Village lake-view home, and a signed copy of The Last Dalai Lama? 
RSVP by Sept. 16, readevent.org

A SWEET MOMENT during a break in filming an interview between His 
Holiness and Lemle for The Last Dalai Lama? Courtesy photos

FIRST FILM: After screening Compassion in Exile in Moscow, 
August 1992. 

TAP CALENDAR
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Tahoe’s Drones   
Adapting to Tahoe’s soaring drone use

You’ve surely seen them at sun-
set on beaches around Tahoe’s 

shores, buzzing overhead like 
mechanical mosquitoes. Drones 
are now common in photogenic 
settings, as people strive to cre-
ate floating birds-eye content for 
social media, commercial shoots, 
or just to enjoy the thrill of the 
flight. 

But, several problems have been 
pegged to drones since their usage 
hit the mainstream. Many people 
are oblivious to, and therefore 
don’t follow, the myriad regula-
tions (on the federal, state, and 
local levels) for drone flying in 
Lake Tahoe. Even when used 
properly, many people resent 
their physical presence and noise. 
Additionally, they present unique 
threats in the Basin such as to 
wildlife habitat. 

As their usage continues to grow, 
we look at some perspectives 
on issues they bring, how pilots 
can improve, the basics of flying 

regulations in Tahoe, and some 
possible solutions. 

BAD ACTORS
Drone prices have plummeted 
over the last few years, and with 
decent drones available for about 
$500 you can pick them up at a big 
box store and be flying the same 
afternoon, with or without a clue 
on how to fly, which some see as a 
core part of the problem. 

Local pilot and photographer John 
Peltier — whose aviation chops 
include 10 years in the Air Force   
— rarely flies drones in Lake Tahoe 
anymore. Mostly, this is because 
drones are banned at his favorite 
spots, but he’s also dissuaded by 
what he sees as irresponsibility by 
some pilots.  

In one recent incident, he was 
flying a helicopter with paying 
passengers when a drone appeared 
within a few hundred feet of him 
far above its legal limit near Sand 
Harbor. The hard to see object 
presented a serious close call, 
especially concerning interference 
with his helicopter’s rotors.

“You have these drone pilots who 
don’t respect where they’re flying, 
they crash into people and invade 

privacy, and that leads to even 
more restrictions and a wearier 
public. It’s a cycle that will only 
continue to get worse as a few 
drone pilots ruin it for everyone,” 
Peltier said.

Lloyd Garden, owner of video 
production company Drone 
Promotions and admin on the 
Facebook page Lake Tahoe 
Drone Pilot, has both a passion 
for drones and an awareness of 
the issues surrounding them. 
Becoming hooked on drones 
after an internship with the 
International Ski Federation (FIS) 
in 2013, he flies regularly in the 
basin. 

“I see drones flying over groups of 
people all the time, and that’s not 
allowed,” Garden said, referencing 
one rule of many that he believes 
pilots are unaware of — he adds 
that many aren’t aware of the 
400-foot height limit. He acknowl-
edges that commercial pilots aren’t 
perfect, but sees the majority of 
problems coming from hobbyist 
flyers.  
 

BY  DAVE ZOOK
Moonshine Ink

NO FLY ZONE: This map marks the wilderness zones and state parks that drones are not permitted within, as well as the 
flight paths of regional airports. Drones are also outlawed in state parks in both California and Nevada without a special 
use permit. Courtesy photo
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS

WHERE TO (NOT) 
FLY

Peltier believes the way to 
move forward positively is 
simple, but hard to enact: 
Respect the airspace rules. 

Tahoe is ripe with photo-
graphic potential, but the 
legal limitations in the Basin 
can be sobering if you’re 
hoping to explore the skies. 
Drones are permitted in 
national forests, except in 
spaces where the forest 
overlaps with wilderness 
areas. All wilderness areas 
are banned for flying, 
since mechanized devices 
of any kind aren’t allowed 
in the nation’s designated 
wilderness areas. State 
parks are also off the table 
for Tahoe both in Nevada 
and California. The Nevada 
State Park website states 
that drones are prohibited 
except “in an area desig-
nated for that use by a park 
supervisor, and a commercial 
use permit is in effect.” In 
California overall, drones are 
allowed in state parks, but 
districts can create their own 
restrictions, as the Sierra 
District (which includes all 
Tahoe state parks) superin-
tendent did in June 2017, 
citing concern for wildlife 
habitat as the number one 
reason. Currently no drone 
flying is allowed in any of 
the state parks in California 
without a special permit.

The airports in Truckee and 
South Lake have restricted 
airspace that overlaps 
with the majorities of 

their respective towns. 
Hobbyists are required to 
notify the airport before 
flying, and Part 107 flyers 
(commercial pilots) must 
apply for airport authoriza-
tion from the FAA. Local 
municipalities have not 
banned drones, but as is 
the case with Truckee and 
South Lake, flight may still 
be restricted. Special rules 
also apply in cases of emer-
gencies, such as wildfires, 
where drones can hamper 
firefighting efforts. Above 
all, pilots need to check 
before flying, and have 
their drones registered (as 
required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
since late 2015).

A CHANGING 
INDUSTRY
The drone industry itself 
faces additional chal-
lenges that will shape the 
future. Garden has seen 
the commercial market 
become oversaturated, and 
the rates that are paid for 
drone work have dropped 
exponentially. Additionally, 
the “wow” factor of see-
ing footage taken from 
the sky has dissipated, 
simply because there is 
more of it out there. “The 
creativity I have seen [for 
creating content] in some 
places has been improving, 
because it has to in order 
to stand out,” Garden said. 

The potential for drone 
usage in Tahoe outside 
of content creation may 
also shift what the public 
associates with these 

aircraft. One potentially 
lifesaving tool is that they 
are being used locally in 
search and rescue opera-
tions. The Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Department has a 
dedicated drone team, and 
other SAR teams use them 
as well, and can search 
hard to cover ground from 

the air. Additionally, the 
Desert Research Institute 
in Reno is developing an 
unmanned aircraft for poten-
tial cloud seeding operations. 

While conflict remains in 
Tahoe, an optimistic future 
is not lost, even with those 
critical of some aspects of 

the industry. “The majority of 
drones and drone pilots are 
out there doing great things,” 
Peltier said. “They’re saving 
lives with law enforcement, 
fire departments, and SAR 
teams … There’s potential 
that we haven’t even 
thought of yet, and they’re 
here to stay.” 

NO FLY ZONE: This map marks the wilderness zones and state parks that drones are not permitted within, as well as the 
flight paths of regional airports. Drones are also outlawed in state parks in both California and Nevada without a special 
use permit. Courtesy photo
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When you’re well-practiced at something, the 
details matter. Twenty-two years ago when I 

first started climbing, I wore shoes three sizes too 
big, a harness that was more like a diaper made of 
thick webbing, and I didn’t know what a chalk bag 
was. I climbed as high as I wanted and then swung 
around on the ropes, ecstatic at the foreign feeling 
of being off the ground. I was a kid and didn’t 
mind being new to climbing — I was new to life in 
general.  

Today my climbing shoes are three sizes smaller 
than my street shoes. My harness is weightless 
and modern, and my chalk bag always has the 
proper amount and type of chalk in it, strapped 
around my waist just so, with a brush attached 
to the side (ALWAYS carry a brush). I use sand 
paper and super glue on my skin, and bring several 
changes of clothes depending on the weather, the 
conditions, and the style of climbing. Everything 
is planned, success is well-defined, training is 
precise, and failure is a constant theme.  Climbing 
is my career, my identity, and my passion. I have 
been doing it for so long I don’t know much else. 

Even still, the process, precision, and familiar-
ity sometimes grate my psyche. I feel worn and 
beaten, constantly scrutinizing the tiniest incre-
ments of success and failure. Over the years I’ve 
found myself in periods of time where I have 
retreated away from climbing; felt disconnected 
from it. I was still practicing it and going through 
the motions, but with no real purpose — just 
mechanical muscle memory executing the moves 
because that’s what I’ve always done.  

I picked up skiing again (after 15 years away) as 
a way to redirect my motivation, to find another 
focus that was less familiar. But, having been 
raised a skier from age 2, I fell back into it with 
ease. It was another childhood comfort I felt like I 
had always known. Soon skiing carried the weight 
of performing as well. I found myself wanting 
to always be better, to improve and to set goals. 
Skiing and climbing took on similar places in my 
life: deep passions that also carried the weight of 

my own expectations.  

The other day a woman asked me how to not 
be afraid and intimidated when she walks into a 
climbing gym as a first-time climber. She told me 
she felt like everyone was watching and judging 
her; like she was afraid she wasn’t doing things 
right and she didn’t feel welcomed. I realized that 
I didn’t know how to answer that question. I had 
never experienced such a situation. Climbing 
gyms were always my home, my community, and 
I’ve never felt that way. But, I came to realize that 
my experiences being a beginner at other things 
I’ve tried as an adult probably run parallel to this 
woman’s.  

A few weeks before writing this I went surfing with 
some friends. I am a terrible surfer, and  I suck at 
basically everything that has to do with being in 
the ocean. I am horribly shy and uncomfortable 
with the whole surf “scene” as well. I am afraid of 
doing something wrong and offending someone 
while surfing. I feel like such an outsider; like I do 

not belong in that world.  

But I do love the way surfing looks — the power of 
the waves, the movement, and flow is all beautiful 
to me. I have caught a few waves on random trips 
here and there, and the feeling was truly magical.  
I would imagine catching a wave and actually surf-
ing it is one of the greatest feelings in the world. 

The day I went out with friends I was terrified and 
intimidated. I wanted it to feel perfect, rehearsed, 
tidy, and detailed, just like my climbing and skiing 
always did. It was far from that. I was more akin to 
the kid in the diaper harness with shoes three sizes 
too big. Only this time I was self-conscious and 
worried about how that kid looked to everyone 
else. The board felt awkward and cumbersome. 
I didn’t know where I was supposed to be, when 
to paddle, how to avoid other people, etc. I was 
afraid of everyone else seeing how bad I was. 
Much like the woman walking into the climbing 
gym for the first time, engaging with an activity 
I was a beginner at made me feel exposed and 

BY EMILY HARRINGTON
Balancing Act

The Beginner's 
Head

#KOOKSLMAS: Emily Harrington says she will likely 
never master surfing like she has climbing and skiing, 
but that "in of itself is a reason to keep doing it." 
Photos courtesy Emily Harringinton 

GRIPPED: After over 20 years climbing, Emily looks to diving in 
to new sports in order to hit the refresh button. 

When things get too 
serious, vulnerability is 

your friend
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SOUL KITCHEN

Sauerkraut is simple. All you need 
is cabbage and salt. The leaves 

of cabbage naturally carry lactoba-
cillus — a beneficial bacteria that is 
our probiotic friend. Pounding or 
massaging together leaves of fresh 
cabbage with doses of salt creates a 
liquid brine that is a suitable envi-
ronment for lactobacillus to thrive 
in. The brine wards off harmful 
bacteria. Creating sauerkraut is a 
magical process of wild fermentation. 
We at Local Culture strongly believe 
that the foundation of health, vitality, 
and well-being starts with our gut 
health. So eat your daily ferments, 
and keep that gut happy!

SAUERKRAUT RECIPE
INGREDIENTS:
1 lb Organic Green Cabbage

9 grams or 2 tsp sea salt

Note: Use a 1.5 to 2.5 percent salt 
ratio to your liking. If you want to 
add ingredients like caraway seeds, 
juniper berries, or apples, just 
add up the total weight of all 
ingredients and calculate your 
chosen salt percentage. Experi-
ment. The sky is the limit.

DIRECTIONS:
Shred cabbage into a bowl. 
Sprinkle the pieces with portions 
of salt as you go. If you can, let 
the cabbage sit in the salt for 20 
minutes. That will make the brine 
form more easily. Then, massage 
the salted cabbage until a brine 
begins to form. Pack the salted 
cabbage into clean, quart (or big-
ger) mason jars, packing tightly 
so that the cabbage is submerged 
completely in the liquid brine. The 
trick to making sauerkraut is to 

keep the cabbage submerged in the 
liquid brine throughout the fermenta-
tion process. Cabbage ferments best 
in a low oxygen environment beneath 
the brine, where mold and other 
bacteria don’t grow. 

To keep the cabbage submerged, 
you can buy fermentation weights 
or try this DIY option: Weigh down 
the cabbage with a half-pint closed 
mason jar full of water. 

Make sure your weight is effective 
throughout the process. This assures 
a sterile environment for the lacto-

bacillius to thrive in. Don’t worry, it’s 
easy to do.

Cover your kraut jar and weight 
with a kitchen towel to help keep it 
a little more sanitized. Set aside, and 
enjoy in two to four weeks. Once the 
kraut is ready, remove the half-pint 
jar weight, put a lid on the kraut 
jar, stick it in the fridge, and eat up. 
Sauerkraut is incredibly stable while 
under the brine. It can last for many 
months (some say years) in the fridge 
when submerged under the brine.

QUICK 
B I T E S

Raw, Wild, and Probiotic: Sauerkraut

BY CRISTINA AFRICANO 
Local Culture Live Ferments

vulnerable, a state we all used to 
embrace as children but as adults we 
have developed an aversion to.  

As the day wore on, I let my guard 
down a bit. With the encouragement 
of friends I let myself try and fail. I 
made mistakes, tried to consciously 
embrace that kid with the diaper 
harness with zero ego, and be less 
inhibited. Thinking back on that 
first day of climbing without the 
pressures of success and failure, 
conditions, skin, and what everyone 
else thought of me, climbing was 
distilled down to its true essence.  
There was no ego, no outside 
pressure, it was just joy and stoke for 
climbing. It was (and still remains) 
the reason I have pursued a life 
dedicated to climbing for the past 
22 years. Oftentimes other stuff gets 
in the way, but remembering what 
it was like to be a beginner is what 
keeps me going, keeps that fire alive 
and burning.  

I kooked pretty hard the rest of the 
day, and it was a blast. In all honesty 
I will most likely never master 
surfing like I have climbing and 
skiing, but that in itself is a reason 
to keep doing it. Being a beginner 
is important. It helps ground us, 
reminds us what’s important, checks 
our ego, and keeps us young. In the 
end it’s not that we don’t belong, 
but rather we’ve forgotten how to be 
vulnerable like we were as kids. We 
bring all of this unnecessary baggage 
to everything we do, to how we see 
ourselves. We fixate on the details. 
Once we let it all go, embrace who 
we are, who we always have been, 
and just try for the sake of trying, we 
begin to enjoy the newness of it. We 
can be that kid again. And let’s face 
it, living with the mind of a kid — 
really someone who is not afraid to 
be afraid — is pretty much the best 
way to live.  

THE BENEFICIAL BACTERIA in sauerkraut, lactobacillus, develops from the massaged combination 
of salt and cabbage. Lactobacillus is meant to live inside the human digestive system and plays an 
important role in human health. Photo courtesy Local Culture. 
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Public Art, in a Roundabout Way
In October 1977, Tahoe City erected 
its first piece of public art in the 
“wye” roundabout: the Three Makinaw 
trout sculpture. For nearly 41 years, 
the 20-foot-high 
welded metal art 
piece mounted 
on large boulders 
welcomed all to Tahoe City, becoming 
a landmark and centerpiece of sorts.

But in May, the fish sculpture came 
down from its longtime home at 
the intersection of highways 89 
and 28 due to construction of the 
SR89/Fanny Bridge Community 
Revitalization Project. The 
disassembled piece now sits in a 
construction yard in Sacramento, 
property of the Federal Highway 
Administration — the lead agency 
on the project — a casualty of a 
disagreement between the artist and 
transportation officials, also a signifier 
of the greater disparity between art 
ownership and artists’ rights. 

‘ The First of Its Kind ’
When John Betts created the three-
fish sculpture in the late ’70s, public 
art in California was just burgeoning. 
No state or federal laws existed yet to 
protect artists’ rights, the California 
Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) had just started its 
transportation arts program, and a 
long-haired, 21-year-old Betts signed 
no contract and took no money for his 
creation. 

An Aug. 4, 1977 Tahoe World article 
stated that Betts’ sculpture “could 
be the pilot project in a statewide 
highway beautification campaign,” 
while a Sept. 7 Sierra Sun article in the 
same year boasted that the piece “was 
the first of its kind to be considered 
under Gov. Edmund Brown Jr.’s new 

Highway Arts Program.” According 
to a 2016 Caltrans MileMarker report 
more than 400 murals, installations, 
and fixtures have been added to the 
state highway system through the 
program since then.

Despite its historic significance, the 
fish sculpture has been at the heart 
of an ongoing debate between Betts 
and officials in charge of Tahoe City’s 
revitalization project since breaking 
ground. When the $35.5 million 
transportation project was approved 
in May 2015, there were no plans 
to relocate the sculpture. Caltrans 
originally issued an encroachment 
permit at the wye so the statue could 
be placed there, but wanted Betts to 
sign a contract waiving his rights to 
the piece so they could later move it, 
while Betts insisted the construction 
project be either redesigned around 
his sculpture or the piece be 
purchased for $8 million. 

To complicate matters, North Lake 
Tahoe Resort Association is the actual 
owner of the encroachment permit 
and the statue, as the Chamber of 
Commerce (which falls under the 
NLTRA umbrella) was issued the 
encroachment permit when the 
piece was erected. So it was Cindy 
Gustafson, CEO of the NLTRA, who 
was sending letters back and forth 
with Betts to negotiate a deal. 

“We don’t have a huge budget, nor do 
we have experience in public arts,” 
said Gustafson, noting the NLTRA 
worked with Betts to find a new home 
for the fish sculpture, and community 
members jumped in to help. “It’s a 
part of our legacy and history … We 
hope to come up with a resolution that 
he would be comfortable with.” 

Betts does not want to give up the 
rights to his art piece. A retired 

archeologist, the fish sculpture is the 
only piece of public art the Tahoe City 
resident ever made. When he made it, 
artists’ rights did not exist, however, 
they do now. Betts, who has retained 
a lawyer in the matter, said he believes 
he has rights and plans to keep them.

“I don’t want to waive my rights 
because if they move it and it gets 
messed up, I have no recourse,” Betts 
said. “This is a piece of art. I want 
to ensure the artistic integrity of my 
work.”

Artists Rights VS Caltrans
California was the first state to 
address artists’ rights, creating the 
California Art Preservation Act 

(CAPA), which was enacted in 1979 
and provides legal protection for 
artists’ moral rights in the state. The 
Visual Artists Rights Act (VARA) 
was passed in 1990, and was the first 
federal copyright legislation to grant 
protection to moral rights, allowing 

artists additional 
rights to their works, 
regardless of whether 
they physically own the 
piece. 

These two laws are 
significant in that they 
allow artists to retain 
copyright of their 
designs, as well as retain 
other moral rights. 
However, in 2016 
Caltrans revamped 
its transportation art 
policies, asking artists 
to waive their VARA 
and CAPA rights. 

The Specific Project 
Development 
Procedures for Caltrans 
Transportation Art 
states: “The copyright 
assignment and 
transfer agreement 
assigns, transfers, and 
conveys the artist’s 
entire rights, title 
and interest in and to 

the approved transportation art to 
Caltrans, including but not limited to, 
the artist’s common law and federal 
law copyright ownership rights to the 
approved transportation art.”

So, any art located in a Caltrans right-
of-way becomes property of the state. 
This includes the roundabout art, 
which is prolific in Tahoe and Truckee. 

For professional artists like Troy 
Corliss, giving up copyright to a 

by kara FOx
Moonshine Ink

artS & culture

KINGS BEACH ART: Estrella (seen above) and Daow Aga are slated to be installed in Kings Beach roundabouts by November. Photo courtesy of Placer County

DISMANTLED FISH: The infamous mackinaw trout sculpture, which 
stood in the Tahoe City “wye” roundabout for 40 years, now sits 
in a Sacramento construction yard. Photo courtesy of the Federal 
Highway Administration



read. diScuSS. cOntribute. mOOnShineink.cOm                    13 September – 10 OctOber 2018                    45

design is unacceptable. Corliss created 
the flowers in 2010 in the roundabout 
by the Truckee Community Recreation 
Center and was also slated to have his 
creation Leaf Sails featured in one of 
the Kings Beach traffic circles as part 
of the Kings Beach Commercial Core 
Improvement Project, but backed out 
when presented with the new Caltrans 
contract. 

Corliss’ piece, featuring crushed glass 
in leaf-shaped transparent panels 
encased in a stainless steel frame, was 
chosen by the public during a lengthy 
process in March 2015 to stand in the 
roundabout, but Corliss pulled out 
after hearing of the new guidelines in 
2016.

“For me, that was the end of the 
road,” Corliss said. “I could not sign 
the agreement as written. I had to 
choose to let this project go because I 
wasn’t willing to give up copyright to 
my design.” 

The Truckee artist has created more 
than 100 largescale public art pieces 
over a 26-year period. He stated that 
this was the first time he had ever 
been asked to give up his intellectual 
property rights on one of his designs. 
If he had signed the agreement, then 
he would not be able to use any aspect 
of the design in the future, limiting his 
creativity as an artist. 

“Removing a design from the 
artist’s vocabulary will effectively 
halt the development of that body 
of artwork and will likely impinge 
the artist’s ability to promote 
previous works of art that led up to 
and are similar to the copyrighted 
work,” Corliss said, “therefore, 
directly inhibiting their ability to get 
work. Most established artists won’t 
even consider a project that asks them 
to give up their design because of the 
impact it could have on their career.”

Moving Forward
The new Caltrans transportation art 
guidelines also prohibited the other 
chosen Kings Beach public art piece, 
Swimming With Friends, from going 
in due to a kinetic component to 
the sculpture. However, two other 
pieces that were finalists in the public 
process – Daow Aga and Estrella 
– are slated to be installed in their 
respective roundabouts by November. 

In June 2017, the Placer County 
Board of Supervisors approved a grant 
contract with nonprofit Tahoe Public 
Art to allow $209,152 of Transient 
Occupancy Tax (TOT) funds to be 
used to manage installation of the 

artwork for the Bear and Coon street 
roundabouts as part of the Kings 
Beach improvement project. 

Reno-based artist Brett Moten, who 
created Daow Aga, did agree to sign 
the Caltrans contract and to waive his 
artists’ rights, but not without some 
hesitancy.

“[This is] not an enjoyable process,” 
Moten said. “It’s kind of a turn off.”

Moten said he did not correspond 
directly with Caltrans, but that Placer 
County negotiated on his behalf. 
Under the Caltrans transportation art 

guidelines, public agencies must apply 
to place art in Caltrans’ rights-of-way, 
instead of artists applying themselves. 

An Ant Hill of a Problem
The public agency caveat does not 
allow for so-called renegade public art 
to be resurrected in Caltrans rights-
of-way. Truckee firefighter and metal 
worker Matt Parkhurst found this out 
the hard way in 2016, shortly after 
the new Caltrans transportation art 
policies were enacted. 

Overnight in July 2016, Parkhurst 
placed a 3.5-foot-tall metal red ant at 

the Truckee roundabout at Prosser 
Dam Road because it looked like an 
anthill. At the time, Parkhurst said 
he couldn’t figure out how to apply to 
erect his artwork there, so he gathered 
some friends and just put it there.

“I hate that term ‘renegade,’” 
Parkhurst told Moonshine Ink at the 
time. “But there was no form about 
how to place the art … no formal way 
of submitting.”

The Town of Truckee removed the 
ant sculpture within 48 hours and 
relocated it to land near the Humane 
Society of Truckee-Tahoe. The town 
ended up buying eight ants from 
Parkhurst for $15,000 and negotiating 
with Caltrans on an encroachment 
permit to place them in the 
roundabouts leading to 89 North. 

Parkhurst, who is not a full-time artist, 
relinquished his rights to the ants 
because he “knew Caltrans would be 
concerned about a location-specific 
sculpture, which is why I was willing 
to sign over the rights.” 

“Public art enhances the community,” 
Parkhurst said. “If art brings out 
an emotion in someone, it affects 
them and makes them a part of their 
environment.”

What Now?
While artists ponder whether or not 
to comply with Caltrans art policies, 
grandfathered pieces like the Tahoe 
City fish sculpture are still in a grey 
area. Caltrans contends it wants 
to own the art in their right-of-way 
so they can have ability to move or 
destroy pieces if needed, but artists 
like Betts are hesitant to give up their 
rights. 

This leaves the mackinaw sculpture in 
limbo.

“We have not been able to arrive 
at any satisfactory solution to get 
it moved,” said Carl Hasty, district 
manager of the Tahoe Transportation 
District, which is the local lead agency 
for the Tahoe City revitalization 
project. “Mr. Betts is very impassioned 
about this, and that is understandable 
… Everybody is still open to the idea 
of finding a home for it.” 

But artist Betts isn’t backing down. 

“Because these bureaucrats can’t 
figure it out, it went away,” Betts said. 
“I can’t put it back. I can’t make it 
over … It’s never coming back.”

~ Helena Guglielmino contributed to 
this article. 
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“Most established artists won’t even consider 
a project that asks theM to give up their 
design because of the iMpact it could have on 
THEIR CAREER.” ~TRoy CoRLISS, ARTIST

overnight: When he could not find out how to apply for public display, Matt Parkhurst placed this 
ant in a Truckee roundabout under cover of darkness, which was later well-recieved by the Town. 
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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www.READevent.org

or call 775.832.5454

The GifT of TechnoloGy
In an incredible act of 
service, a dream to 
create Truckee HELP 
(Himalayan Exchange 
Literacy Program) was realized 
this summer, achieving the goal 
of creating a mutually beneficial 
cultural literacy exchange 
between students from both 
Truckee High School and Sir 
Edmund Hillary Khumjung 
School. It’s all thanks to Truckee 
High Juniors Calin Lane, Patrick 
Sullivan, and Zach Larson.

Years ago, when the boys 
visited Nepal for the first 
time in eighth grade, they 
were amazed by the unique 
landscape, architecture, and 
culture. After returning to 

the United States, 
they maintained a 
correspondence 
with their Sherpa 

friends, and eventually began 
to consider options for bring-
ing aid to the Nepalese people. 
When they heard news of the 
devastating 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake of 2015, they took 
action and raised over $6,000 
to help their Sherpa guide 
Dasonam rebuild his home in 
Pangboche Village.

They continued to talk more 
with him see how else they 
could help. Dasonam put 
them in contact with the 
largest school in the Himalayan 
region of Nepal, and the idea 

for Truckee HELP was born. 
After communicating with the 
principal of Khumjung School, 
Shambhu Bastola, Calin, Zach, 
and Patrick decided that the 
best way for them to help the 
students would be through 
providing them tablets for 
learning activities.

They decided the purpose and 
use of these tablets had to be 
threefold: First, all 10th-grade 
students could use these 
tablets to connect to the inter-
net to further their studies. 
Second, with internet connec-
tivity, the Nepalese students 
could easily communicate with 
students from Truckee High 
School. Finally, since they are 
Amazon Kindles, the students 
could use their tablets to 
gain access to ebooks, as 
it is highly impractical for 
books to be transported up 
to Khumjung by a porter. To 
get the tablets, the three boys 
created a GoFundMe and 
raised over $4,500 through the 
kindness of incredibly gener-
ous donors. With the money 
they purchased 52 Amazon 
Fire tablets. 

Calin, Zach, and his father 
Derek traveled to Kathmandu, 
Nepal this summer to carry 
out the primary stages of their 
program: tablet delivery and 
setup. One quick helicopter 
ride later they were finally back 
in Lukla after all those years, 
where they would begin their 
second journey through Nepal. 

On June 22, the sixth day of 
trekking through the moun-
tains, they ascended the final 
1,000 feet from Namche village 
to Khumjung school. As they 
made their climb completely 
engulfed in fog, they could 
barely make out the silhouettes 
of five people ahead. Catching 
up to them, they discovered 
the girls were students at 
Khumjung school. They would 
see the girls again later that 
day at the school. 

In the village of Khumjung, they 
set off for the school. First they 
met the principal, Shambhu, 
who they’d been in contact 
with prior to the trip. Shambhu 
assembled the faculty who 

would receive an explanation 
of the technology and how it 
was intended to be used. They 
were an attentive group and 
raised many fine points that 
hadn’t been discussed.

Shambhu quickly directed 
the trekkers into a cramped 
classroom with not only the 
teachers but the majority of 
the 10th grade. The visiting 
group was relatively — majorly 
— unprepared. 

Due to a local festival called 
Dumji, school was not in 
session. But the majority 
of the students attended 
the presentation anyway, 
which demonstrated their 
dedication to learning and 
self-betterment. At the 
conclusion of the presenta-
tion, Shambhu presented the 
American visitors with white 
khatas: decorative silk scarves 
given to express appreciation 
and respect. The group would 
receive many more throughout 
the length of their stay. 

Zach and Calin later taught 
the Khumjung students 
how to use their Amazon 
accounts to communicate 
with fellow students back in 
Truckee. Through the Amazon 

documents, Khumjung school 
students initiated a discussion 
with the fourth member of the 
trekking group, Patrick, who 
remained behind in Truckee. 

To date, Calin and Zach have 
returned to the United States 
and communications continue. 
The students have become 
accustomed to using the 
tablets to further their studies 
and to talk to Calin, Zach, and 
Patrick. Things, however, are 
far from finished, as they now 
aim to expand on their project. 
Additionally, they are currently 
working to get the school a 
better wifi connection and 
to set up a book fund for the 
Khumjung students. As a final 
step they want to connect the 
Khumjung students to more 
students from Truckee High. 
They hope this communication 
will one day expand to the 
travel of Nepalese students to 
Truckee. 

by calin laine  
and Zach larSOn
Moonshine Ink

Feel Good
Story

(above) khuMjung, Nepal sits at the base of the Himalayas 12,430 feet above 
sea level. To access the village requires a trek by foot. After six days, Calin Laine 
and Zach Larson, pictured, reached the village, delivering 52 tablets to Nepali 
students there. Photos courtesy Calin Laine
(top left) GIFTS: Nepalese students learn to use the tablets gifted to them by 
American travelers and high school students Calin Laine and Zach Larson.
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yOur canvaS

Welcome to TRIVIA! Each month we’ll ask you to help come up with some 
creative language surrounding one of our stories. Send your answers to editors@
moonshineink.com and we’ll print our favorites in the next edition, as well as 
award one winner with a free subscription.

Last month: We asked you to give an alternate name to Craig Rowe’s river 
trip. Our favorite, most colorful answers? The F*ck Off, Big Gay Al’s Big Gay 
Boat Ride, Deliverance, I Hear Banjo Music

This month: Tim Hauserman’s story on p. 34 talks about how Tahoe is full 
of and fed-up with our feathered friends, Canada geese. What do you think 
Tahoe has too many of and what’s your solution for eradication?

Email your answers to culture@moonshineink.com and you could be entered 
to win a subscription! 

read. diScuSS. cOntribute. mOOnShineink.cOm                    13 September – 10 OctOber 2018                    47

Parting Shot

RoNNIE RECToR, “Doomed,” watercolor, 12x18; ronnierector@yahoo.com
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We are here for our community and 
have a responsibility to it. What happens 
here and how we grow, work together 
and prosper is important to us.   

530.587.4119

info@truckeetahoeairport.com

www.truckeetahoeairport.com

Airport Community Hotline:  
530.287.2799
(Your Comments Matter)


