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IT TAKES TWO TO MAKE IT HAPPEN

LEADERSHIP WITH COMMON SENSE AND INTEGRITY

Community First
•  Limit beach and boat launch access to allow 

for resident enjoyment

•  Prioritize spending for our residents

 •  Separate dog park

 •  Expand programs for all ages

 •  Improve existing Diamond Peak 
amenities

•  Modest new Incline Beach facility

•  Maintain and update our existing facilities

•  Reinstate citizens on Board Advisory 
Committees (abolished in 2/2015)

Financial Accountability
•  Conduct comprehensive in-depth audit (vs. annual 

limited scope audit)

 •  Investigate financial accounts and other 
public information restricted from public 
view. Take corrective action.

 •  Correct internal financial control deficiencies 
as identified in 2017

 •  Reinvigorate the Audit Committee (reduced 
to 1 meeting a year in 2017)

•  Clear and concise budgets and financial reporting

•  Investigate the sale of public property without 
Board and public knowledge. Take corrective action.

Rebuild Trust

Endorsed by
Sara@Sara4IVGID.com

925-858-4384

Sara4IVGID.com

And many other residents. Thank you!

Paid for by the campaigns to elect Sara Schmitz and re-elect Tim Callicrate for IVGID Trustees.

Tim2Tahoe@msn.com

775-336-9925

TimCallicrate.com

1 2

3
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You may have received a rogue email or postal mailer filled with lies about 
my volunteer work and service on the Board of the Red, White and Tahoe 
Blue (RWTB). The anonymously sourced group responsible for these 
attacks TrueBlueFacts has nothing to do with anything True or anything 
resembling Facts. 

So let’s begin with their headline whopper: Poor Management  
& Financial Decisions by Chairman Callicrate Nearly Sink the 4th!

My term on the Board of RWTB ended in 2016. I applaud the 2018 Board 
and all volunteers for making this year’s events possible. I served on the 
Board from August of 2014 with my final year in 2016 when I served as 
Chair. Meeting minutes will show that I voted against costly expenditures 
and focused our resources on community favored events. Everyone 
attending the Beer and Brats, Duck Races, Fireworks, Parade and Veterans’ 
events will attest to the successful commitments of our Board, donors, and 
community volunteers. According to RWTB’s 2016 Form 990 Tax Return, 
revenues increased by 60% to $341,011 with a manageable operating loss of 
$16,151 or 4.7%. I am proud to stand on my record of increasing revenues, 
decreasing costs and hosting fun community events. 

Why would anyone act as a merchant of misinformation and traffic in 
assault ads and malicious emails to malign my character and my candidacy 
for re-election as your IVGID Trustee? Clearly, my campaign platform 
with my running mate, Sara Schmitz, founded upon a long track record of 
personal and professional integrity, fiscal responsibility and accountability, 
transparency and open communication has posed a threat they are 
compelled to combat. 

Amoral and ethically corrupt individuals hiding behind the cloak of 
anonymity to create mistrust and hostility have no place in our Incline 
Village/Crystal Bay community –or anywhere else. 

Together we can make sure the dirty tricks of TrueBlueFacts and their 
supporters backfire.

A Vote for Tim Callicrate and Sara Schmitz as your IVGID Trustees will 
strike back at  corruption and put the real values of our community first!

Get to know us and get the real facts. Visit our websites, email us or give 
us a call: 

Facts sound great, 
let’s have some

TimCallicrate.com                                         
Tim2Tahoe@msn.com
775-336-9925 

Sara4IVGID.com
Sara@Sara4IVGID.com

925-858-4384

Paid for by the campaign to re-elect Tim Callicrate for IVGID Trustee.

TIM
CALLICRATE

IVGID
TRUSTEE
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Do Tell!

INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS  BY WADE SNIDER/MOONSHINE INK

“Working” Remotely
Hate it or love it — free, open, unregulated internet is here to stay. I’m sure most of 
us remember the time before computers ruled the world, and a small few of us still 
live blissfully in that time. With so much beauty surrounding us and so many outdoor 
activities to partake in, disconnecting from it all is not horribly difficult. That is what 
we love about our wonderful mountain home. BUT, some of us have harnessed that 
wacky technology to create more freedom by finding a way to work from home. 
We call it telecommuting, or working remotely. Moonshine Ink hit the streets to find 
out just how many cyber-gypsies roam the hills of Tahoe and ask our citizens the 
important questions, “Do you telecommute? If so, tell me about it. And if not, could 
you, and would you?”

ADAM TULL, Tahoe City
Owner, founder, TullComm Wireless Smarthomes

I founded TullComm, where I work from both Tahoe City and 
Hermosa Beach. I have clients around the country and am 
usually traveling to work with them. I spend a lot of my time 
on site in the homes that I install smart home systems, but 
I also work remotely when I need to troubleshoot and guide 
clients through their systems. I prefer to work from a boat or 
a beach when possible. 

EVA GRAVES, Truckee
Injured ski coach, raft guide, Alpine Meadows

I do not telecommute. I prefer hands-on work. I am a ski 
coach and a raft guide, so I can’t quite sit in a coffee shop 
to perform those jobs. Is it considered working remotely 
while skiing down a mountain or floating down a river?  

KEVIN ASCHER, Tahoe City
Founder, president, Acoustic Selling

I founded Acoustic Selling in Washington, where we offer 
consulting to help companies keep up with technology. I moved 
from Seattle in the beginning of August and currently live in 
Tahoe City. I had the chance to live anywhere in the USA but 
chose Lake Tahoe. The hardest part about working remotely is 
being away from others in my industry, so I travel a bit more to 
conferences, but that is a small price to pay to live in paradise.

JOE LEWANDOWSKI, Truckee
Freelance writer

I have clients in the Bay and Truckee. I like to work on site 
with clients when I have the chance, but it’s nice to work 
remotely from Truckee. On a rainy day, I prefer working from 
a cozy coffee shop or at home in my underwear. 

KRISTIN STITH, Reno
Strategic brand manager

I have been working remotely for a year and a half now. 
I’ve found it to be flexible and work great with my lifestyle. 
Working remotely does have its challenges such as finding 
good wi-fi and taking the time to commute from coffee 
shop to coffee shop, but I think the benefits outweigh the 
struggles. I don’t know how long it will last but it works 
perfect for me right now.    
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Rethink

Achieve Your

healthy.
 best self. 

Tahoe Forest Center for Health 

Innovative Health, Wellness,
and Lifestyle Programs

at theat the

Chronic Disease Self-Management Program Leader Training
Become a trained leader for the Chronic Disease Self-Management 
Program. Gain knowledge to help yourself and others with a chronic 
disease take charge of their condition and improve their quality of life. 
Friday, Oct 12, Saturday, Oct 20, Saturday, Oct 27, Friday, Nov 2
Contact: Jackie Griffin at jgriffin@tfhd.com or (530) 582-3587

FREE Community Health Talk - Raising Healthy Eaters
Free community health talk on how to help children foster a healthy 
relationship with food. Geared towards parents of children 0-18 years 
old. Simultaneous Spanish translation available.
Tuesday, Oct 16, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm, FREE. 

FREE Flu Shot Clinic
Be prepared for the flu season and get your flu shot. For parents and 
children over 3 years old. No appointment necessary. While supplies last. 
Tuesday, Oct 16, 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm; FREE.
Truckee Donner Senior Apartments, 10040 Estate Drive, Truckee, CA 

Bringing Baby Home
Helping new parents with the transition to parenthood. A research-based 
workshop designed to help improve the quality of life for babies and 
children by strengthening their families. Perfect for those interested in 
having a baby, expecting a baby or already parenting a child age 0-3.
Saturday, Oct 20 and Oct 27, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; $199/couple.

Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction for Chronic Pain
This program will help people who are living with chronic pain by 
cultivating practices that can be used in daliy life to work with pain in a 
new way. Participants will gain insight into their present moment 
awareness by practicing formal and informal mindfulness. 
Wednesdays, Oct 24 – Dec 12, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm; FREE for those with 
chronic pain.

Birthing with Confidence - Prenatal Education
Get concise, evidence-based education that will guide you through your 
birth journey. Learn what to expect during labor, delivery and 
postpartum.  
Wednesdays, Oct 24 - Dec 12 (no class on 10/31 and 11/21), 
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm; $160/couple or $80/single (support person encouraged)
Tahoe Forest Center for Health, 10710 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA

Saturday and Sunday, Oct 13 and 14, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Thursdays, Oct 25 - Nov 15, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
$120/couple, $60/single (support person encouraged)
Incline Village Community Hospital, 880 Alder Ave, Incline Village, NV

Tahoe Forest Center for Health
10710 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee 
All programs are open to the public. 
For more information or registration, 
call (530) 587-3769 or visit tfhd.com.

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Chelsea Walterscheid for Truckee Town Council 2018

chelseafortruckee.com   |  chelsea4towncouncil@gmail.com

 chelsea4towncouncil   Committee to Elect Chelsea Walterscheid

Through Chelsea’s decades of service to Truckee, she has connections with  
most every segment of our community.  Among the council candidates, she is 

uniquely positioned to hear from and reach out to a broad spectrum of locals.  She 
will give them voice. I believe it is essential that we have this perspective when our 

next Council is shaping Truckee’s future.”  ~ Kathleen Eagan

“

TOWN COUNCIL

Chelsea Walterscheid is my favorite Truckee daughter and who I have always 
looked up to for knowledge about our home, ideas on how to make it better  

and for her tireless involvement in Truckee!”   

~ Larissa Martinez, owner, Truckee Love
“

Chelsea has our vote. As a 3rd generation Truckee resident, community volunteer  
and business woman she demonstrates a commitment to moving Truckee forward 

with critical thinking, applying historical facts and putting #Truckee first.” 

~ Stacey Carr & Dave Sick
“

Chelsea was born and raised in Truckee. Her life-long involvement in serving 
our community shows the depth of her commitment to our Town. Truckee has 

challenging times ahead that will require leadership that can speak to Truckee’s 

culture, both past and present.” ~ Gary Botto
“

Quality of life, social and economic diversity, and economic vitality is what you  
get with Chelsea Walterscheid.” 

~ Bill Greeno, Owner, Quality Automotive and Smog“
Adrian Thompson
Alanna Hughes
Alex Houghton
Alissa Just
Alyssa Farina
Barb Wilkinson
Benjamin Trustman
Bill Greeno
Brittany Benesi
Buffalo Cano
Carol Fromson
Cassie Hebel
Cathy House
Chuck Smith
Clarke Stevenson
Courtney Thurmon
Curtis Sterner
David Abarta
David Trustman
Diane Welch
Drew Deurlington
Eric Larusson

Ernest Grossman
Gary Botto
Greg Zirbel
Gretchen Stone
Heather Ford
Heather River
Hollie Miller
Ian Titus
Ila Sandra 
Rademacher
Jane Milholen
Jeff Hatch
Jennifer LaRose
Jennifer Standteimer
Jessica Ferguson
Jessica Grunst
Jessica Carr
Jody Poe
John Walterscheid
Jordan Knighton
Julia Tohlen
Justine Quealy

Kane Schaller
Kari Sinoff
Kathleen Eagan
Kathleen Gauthier
Kristin York
Larissa Martinez
Lillian Jamison
Linda Baumgardner
Lisa Coronado-Smith
Lisa Frisch
Marianne Porter
Matt Peterson
Mike English
Mike Preaseau
Mike Welch
Missy Hedrick
Missy Konig
Nancy Herrera
Nancy Holliday
Pam English
Pam Hobday
Randy House

Rick Holliday
Rick Krasensky
Ron Rettig
Ron Wood
Scott Thompson
Shaun King
Sheila Greeno
Sheri Gerber
Stacey Carr
Stanley Walterscheid
Stefanie Olivieri
Stephen Birch
Steve Frisch
Sue Salas
Tim Ryan
Tom Deurloo
Travis Miller
Trinkie Watson
Truckee Copy Center
Tyra Frizelle
Uriah Birch
Valeria Kelly

 I bring years of civic experience together with a strong 
community perspective to make informed decisions.”“

Affordability
Healthy Economic 
Development
Strong Community

Things
that Matter 

for

Community Matters
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NOW HIRING:
SENIOR MANAGEMENT ANALYST
Placer County is seeking a highly skilled professional to fill the 
position of Senior Management Analyst (Tahoe). This position 
reports to and provides support to the Principal Management 

Analyst and is different in scope from typical Senior Management 
Analyst positions, with less focus on departmental budgets and 

more focus on coordination of service delivery in a discrete region 
of Placer County. To view additional duties, please visit the Placer 

County Job Opportunities page.

Qualified candidates will possess two years of responsible 
analytical experience performing duties similar to a Management 
Analyst II with Placer County. Candidates will also need to possess 

the equivalent to a Bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
college or university with major coursework in business or public 

administration, political science, finance, economics,  
or a related field.

To apply for this excellent career opportunity, please submit an 
application, Training and Experience Supplemental Questionnaire 
(examination), and required writing sample via the Placer County 
website by 5:00pm on 10/26/2018. To view the Placer County 

Jobs page, please visit: www.jobsatplacercounty.com

GO ONLINE

HOT STORIES FROM  
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s email list 
features stories that are 
published only online.  
Sign up by visiting moon-
shineink.com/subscribe.

Local Teens Bring Gifts to Nepal
This summer, two Truckee teens realized a goal to help out 
Nepali high schoolers. Through Truckee HELP, Calin Lane 
and Zach Larson were able to bring 52 Amazon Fire tablets 
to Khumjung school. Over 1,500 readers enjoyed this story on 
our website this month. Visit the site to learn about the teens’ 
inspiring trek. 

READ ONLINE IN THE MOUNTAIN LIFE SECTION

Art in a Roundabout Way
When construction began at the Tahoe City “wye” this spring, 
locals lost sight of a familiar resident: the Three Mackinaw 
trout sculpture. Writer Kara Fox detailed the compelling 
dichotomy between artists and transportation officials in 
her story Art, in a Roundabout Way, and many of our online 
readers took notice. 

READ ONLINE IN THE ARTS & CULTURE SECTION

Canyon Springs Project Withdrawal
Over several years, we’ve published stories about Truckee’s “most 
controversial project,” the development at Canyon Springs. 
Readers commented and My Shots were written, all in opposition 
to the plans. On Sept. 14, we published a press release titled, 
Notice of Canyon Springs Project Withdrawal, about which we can 
only assume many readers were intrigued, as this was one of our 
most-viewed website posts this month. 

READ ONLINE IN THE NEWS SECTION

ZACH AND CALIN

THREE MACKINAW REMOVED
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CANYON SPRINGS PLAN

Sage for President
Our own Sage Sauerbrey (sports 
and outdoors editor) and Wade 

Snider (photographer) were hard at work this 
month producing candidate interview videos for the 
upcoming 2018 election. We posted this photo on 
Instagram as a promo for the videos, and our beloved 
ex-office lady Abby Stevens commented, “Sage for 
president 2020.” You can enjoy learning more about 
the candidates by watching these videos on YouTube, 
Facebook, and our website.

VIEW AT FACEBOOK.COM/TAHOEMOONSHINEINK
VIEW ON MOONSHINE.INK/ELECTION2018

Community Soup Night
We shared a photo highlighting the Oct. 11 and 23 commu-
nity soup nights hosted by Slow Food Lake Tahoe and Tahoe 
Food Hub on our Facebook and got a ton of likes. Here, 
Anna Kerner displays offerings from the event on Sept. 25. 
Like to cook? Check out the recipe on p. 47 to be served at 
an upcoming soup night.

VIEW AT FACEBOOK.COM/TAHOEMOONSHINEINK

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST 
‘BOOKS, TWEETS & ‘GRAMS

Discover breaking news, 
generous giveaways, and 
behind-the-scene peeks at 
the Moonshine process.

ELECTION VIDEOS 

SERVIN’ IN UP 
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•  FREE week pass including classes  
(new members only — VALID WITH AD ONLY)

•  $25 assessment/consultation  
(one-on-one review w/a personal trainer)

•  $20/month unlimited classes  
(w/membership)

Memberships start at only  
$35 A  MONTH! Call for details.

Truckee/North Tahoe’s #1 Gym!

EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGABLE TRAINERS
W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  E Q U I P M E N T
F U N  E N V I R O N M E N T

CURRENT SPECIALS
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We have the latest technology to
provide  exceptional care.
CEREC for computer-aided crowns
and veneers can be done in one visit!    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay Avenue • Carnelian Bay, CA 96140

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay AvAvA evev nue • Carnelian Bay,y,y CACAC  9614A 9614A 0

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

NO MORE IMPRESSIONS!
NO MORE TEMPORARIES!
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530.563.8191 ~ LP Studio Jewelry
530.550.5400 ~ LP Studio Jewelry 

10007 Bridge St. Suite C Truckee. CA. 96161
9932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 96161

www.lorienpowers.com

Lorien Powers

Industrial Contemporary Designs

530.563.8191
10007 Bridge St. Suite C.

9932 Donner Pass Rd.
Truckee. CA. 96161
Lorienpowers.com

Lorien@lorienpowers.com

(530) 587-6263 (MANE)  ·  ManeAttraction.biz · 10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

INTRODUCING
THE

OMBRE BROW
7 available at our salon 8

A SUBTLE BLENDING OF COLOR

21+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN PERMANENT MAKEUP

Lifetime Member

BEFORE AFTER
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475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA  |  530-584-2431
Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

Venom
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 25

Ode to Muir
Q&A with Jeremy Jones

OCTOBER 26-27

The Dawn Wall
OCTOBER 28-30

The Vodka Diaries: A Journey  
Across Russia & Georgia

A Slideshow by Ryan Salm
OCTOBER 30

The Rocky Horror Picture Show
With live shadow cast by Amber’s Sweets

OCTOBER 31

JonBob Production’s  
A Labor of Love

NOVEMBER 1
Bohemian Rhapsody

NOVEMBER TBD

SERVING
BEER, WINE

HARD CIDER

AN
D

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  •  530-582-1133

T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

We are here for when they do. 
Our team is dedicated to your pet’s recovery. 

Restore Your Pet’s Health

Surgery • Spinal Cord Injury 
Ligament/Muscle Tear • Wounds 

Toe Injuries • Bone Fractures • Arthritis

Also: Ask about exercises and techniques 
to prevent injury before it happens!

If your animal has:

We create a custom holistic treatment plan including:  
Physical Rehabilitation • Laser Therapy

 Spinal Manipulation Therapy • Nutritional Support

Injuries happen. 

ON THE COVER:  
HEART OF THE STORM

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  A negative 
circa 1912, gelatin silver print, 9 1/2 
x 7 5/8 inches. Wilson Centre for 
Photography. The guardian angel 
figure, hand upraised as if in blessing, 
consoles the cowering woman within 
a protective stand of California 

western juniper trees near Lake 
Tahoe. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST |  The work 
of Anne Brigman, a pioneering 
feminist, suffragette, landscape 
photographer, poet, and 
mountaineer, captures the beauty 
of the human body and high desert 
geography as one. 

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “dried mango” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “REAL gyros pita” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Le’a “zesty popcorn” Gleason   
(lea@moonshineink.com)

Sage “beer is a snack” Sauerbrey 
(sage@moonshineink.com)

COPY EDITOR
JULIANA “lime Tostitos” DEMAREST

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
DAVID “pnt butter pretzels” BUNKER
MELISSA “movie popcorn” SIIG
DAVE “pocket avo” ZOOK

GRAPHIC DESIGN
LAUREN “bagels” SHEARER
(lshearer@moonshineink.com)

PHOTOGRAPHER
WADE “Vienna sausages” SNIDER
(wade@moonshineink.com)

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
JAMIE “chips n salsa” WANZEK
(jwanzek@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
SCOTT “beef jerky” ROBINSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Dawn Andreoni, Nancy Costello, Ruth 
Jackson Hall, Bill Kenny, Linda Lindsay, 
Craig Rowe, Jill Sanford, Alexandra 
Spychalsky, Amy Westervelt, 

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
From a conversation at Lost Sierra Hoedown, what’s your spirit snack?

Bad luck happens in threes — 
this adage is pretty much the 
only superstition I carry. Here’s 

a prime 
example 
that just 
happened 
to us at the 
Ink: 

1) Leading 
up to 
deadline, 
Moonshine’s 
website 

went offline due to malware. We 
got it back up within 24 hours, 
thanks to the hard work of our 
developer. For my part, I worked 
hard at sending a few choice 
words into the ether for all the 
hackers in the world. 

2) The next day, our deadbolt 
plumb fell out of its socket. Not 
something I’ve seen before. 

3) Then, on the day when press 
page layout began in earnest, 
our router seemed to go belly 
up, taking down our server and 
internet access. After a tense bit 
of troubleshooting, I figured out 
that it was a faulty power button 
and with fierce determination, 
fixed it with wall putty, magenta 
duct tape, and a large blue rub-
ber band. Good thing I watched 
a lot of MacGyver as a youngster.

With any luck, you’re reading the 
finished product, which means we 
made it to press, a victory made 
infinitely sweeter by overcoming 
obstacles. Moreover, this foul-luck 
episode underscored the need 

for a new Moonshine Ink website 
and we are more than excited 
to announce that the process is 
underway. 

You know, perhaps I should 
thank the hackers. Their 
meddling prodded forward a 
much-needed update. Often, it’s 
the most difficult people or situ-
ations that come into our lives 
that have the most to teach us.

Along these lines in our local 
elections, district boards that 
are rarely contested made it 
to ballot this year because of 
single challengers, who were 
noticeably absent in a few 
forums. Regardless, because 
these opponents threw their 
hat in the ring, the community 
heard from incumbent board 
members at agencies that are 
usually tucked away, out of the 
limelight. I learned a ton — Did 
you know Ron Sweet at the 
Truckee Sanitary District has 
been a board member since 
1978? That the sanitary district 
has one of the lowest sewer 
overflow records in the state 
and is regularly visited by other 
districts looking to glean lessons? 
Have you considered that having 
public districts serve as electric 
providers allows us, the constitu-
ents, to have more say in where 
our power comes from? 

It’s imperative in democracy 
that we know how local govern-
ment works. In fact, a thought 
crossed my mind recently that 
getting a driver’s license ought 

to be contingent on knowing the 
structure of local government. 
The minute you drive off private 
property, you get in a communal 
world built or regulated by gov-
ernment — roads, water, power, 
police, airplanes, and more. We 
all have a say in governance of 
these things — shouldn’t we 
know something about how they 
work first?

Similarly, the necessity of voting 
cannot be overstated, both this 
November and in every election. 
Before putting pen to ballot, get 
yourself in the know through 
the many venues available in 
this community, including the 
extensive collection of election 
videos Moonshiners put together 
this year, p. 21. 

“Let us never forget that 
government is ourselves and 
not an alien power over us. The 
ultimate rulers of our democracy 
are not a president and senators 
and congressmen and govern-
ment officials, but the voters 
of this country,” said former 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

In moments of some foul luck, 
or when threatened by foul 
powers, we’d be well served to 
remember this.

You, our dear readers, are 
encouraged to write the Ink and 
guide us on what you’d like to 
see on our new website, besides 
an absence of spam — we got 
that. Reach our website team at 
website@moonshineink.com. 

When You Step in It, Clean Up Your Mess

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
By Mayumi Elegado
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink is published monthly and 
hits the streets on the second Friday of each 
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions 
expressed are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink staff 
or advertisers. Please contact us for advertising 
information at sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper. Stay 
up to date online at moonshineink.com.

Issue Deadline

8 Nov – 12 Dec 26 Oct 
13 Dec – 9 Jan, 2019 30 Nov 
10 Jan – 13 Feb 31 Dec

These are the drop-dead deadlines. Howev-
er, if you want your submission considered, 
please try to send it in as early as possible 
and contact us for submission guidelines at 
info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

JAMIE WANZEK was raised in Colorado 
and moved to Tahoe five years ago to ski 
and do the college thing. The last year, 
Jamie has enjoyed working at Moonshine 
as office lady (with some reporting and 
design work, too). In the coming months 
she’ll be taking time to travel. While 
excited she will miss the Moonshine family. 
She shares her favorite hobby — crafting 
on p. 37. 

NANCY COSTELLO was born and raised 
in New Jersey, then lived in Southern 
California for over a decade before finding 
“paradise” in Truckee in 1995. BILL 
KENNY moved to Truckee from Vermont 
in 1991 to ski for a couple of years. He 
never left. After 25 years in the hospitality 
industry, Bill was delighted to join his wife 
Nancy in the real estate business at Tahoe 
Truckee Brokers, p. 36.

AMY WESTERVELT is a writer and 
editor covering the environment, health, 
tech, and business. She has contributed 
regularly to The Guardian UK, The Wall 
Street Journal, and The Washington 
Post, along with many other publications. 
Check out her piece on the Truckee/
Tahoe telecommuting trend on p. 16. 

JACKIE GINLEY is a licensed California 
and Nevada broker with Chase 
International Real Estate, p. 38. A former 
journalist, she uses these skills to help her 
clients achieve results. Her love of skiing 
drew her to Truckee, and her love of the 
mountains, hiking, and cross-country skiing 
keeps her here. She is proud to have raised 
a son in this amazing community.

N E W S

16  |  Working Remotely
Telecommuters are a growing force in Truckee/Tahoe. We look at how they 

balance a remote lifestyle and how it’s affecting the region at large.

21  |  Meet the Candidates
Over 30 local candidates for the midterm elections dropped by the Moonshine office 

for a filming session this month, and here’s what they had to say.

M O U N T A I N  L I F E

42  |  What’s All The Buzz About?
With temperatures dropping, what are the real contents of that cup of coffee you’re 

reaching for? Learn about the benefits, and downsides, of caffeine consumption.

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N T
35  |  Market Watch
Score a condo for less than the median 
home price

36  |  The Nitty Gritty; On Sale Now
What’s happening in market trends; 
walk to town from these condos

37  |  Space it Up!
Get crafty this fall

38  |  How’s the Market
The best time to buy or sell

M O U N T A I N  L I F E
40  |  Tahoe Stories
Cayman Levonian and the Truckee 
Haunt

49 |  Feel Good Story
Inspiring survivors

T A P  C A L E N D A R

43  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events and 
announcements

44  |  Get Out & Go
Celebrating a funky halloween

45  |  Get Out & Go
Anne Brigman photos on exhibit at 
Nevada Museum of Art

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S
46  |  The Day Off
A one-time niche pastime, kiteboarding 
is now an official Olympic sport, and the 
Tahoe area is emerging as a destination 
for those who do it. 

S O U L  K I T C H E N 
47  |  Soup
Two warm concoctions

Y O U R  C A N V A S
50  |  Puzzle Page
Off Color; Crossword; Sudoku; the stars

51  |  Parting Shot
Transcendent Souls sculpture

O P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell!
“Working” remotely 

10  |  My Shot; Shine On
Support Measure AA; coffee drinkers

12  |  My Shot; Shine On
The importance of #MeToo; tele-what?

13  |  My Shot
More trouble at TTSA

14  |  My Shot; Readers Reflect
No tower in my backyard; shoo, drones

N E W S
8  |  Publisher’s Note 
When you step in it, it’s time to clean up

30  |  News Briefs
Canyon Springs developer pulls 
application; Truckee Railyard update; 
new Squaw transportation district starts 
collecting; school district recognized for 
sustainability; and more

32  |  You Asked. They Answered.
Exorbitant hospital charges, parking 
in the bike lane, and soon-to-open 
camping at Webber Lake

33  |  Business Feature
These entrepreneurs have found 
success by bending the rules and 
changing the norms of what it means to 
run a business.

34  |  Business Briefs
Launch of the Ice Impact School; The 
Station eatery opens in Truckee; a new 
eco-friendly dry-cleaning option; The 
Hotel Avery proposal is back; and more

47
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OPINION

“LATE IN JULY I MADE UP MY MIND THAT WHAT AILED ME 

WAS HUNGER — HUNGER FOR THE CLEAN, HIGH, SILENT 

PLACES, UP NEAR THE SUN AND THE STARS....I WANTED TO 

GO AND BE FREE. I WANTED THE ROUGH GRANITE FLANKS 

OF THE MOUNTAINS AND THE SWEET EARTH. I WANTED 

THE STACCATO [SIC] SONG OF WIND AROUND ROCKS AND 

JUNIPER BRANCHES....I WANTED TO FORGET EVERYTHING 

EXCEPT THAT I WAS GOING BACK TO HEAVEN, BACK TO 

HEAVEN IN MY HIGH BOOTS, AND TROUSERS, AND MACKI-

NAW COAT. THAT WAS ALL I WANTED.”

~ ANNE BRIGMAN, 1913

On Nov. 6, you have the 
opportunity to renew an 
investment in our local 
students. I ask you to do so 
by voting YES on Measure 
AA.  

Measure AA is a renewal of 
previous Measures S and A. 
It is a parcel tax that was 
first passed by local voters in 1989 
due to an underfunding of education 
by the state. I became involved at 
that time because I had two children 
that were attending, and two who 
would soon be attending, local public 
schools. I wanted them to have the 
best possible education they could, 
right here in Tahoe/Truckee.   

Some investments are worth more 
than others. I saw that putting 

local dollars to work in 
local schools was a very 
worthwhile investment. 
When Measure S passed, 
this created money for more 
science and computer labs, 
honors and AP classes, 
vocational programs, music, 
PE, libraries, and equipment 
and supplies that students 

would not have otherwise had. It was 
clear that Measure S was enhancing 
educational opportunities and needed 
to be extended beyond its term.  

To help ensure the continuation 
of our local funding, I decided 
it was worthwhile to invest my 
time and energy into the effort to 
pass Measure S when it came up 
for renewal. I was co-chair of the 
campaign in 1993 and chair in 1997. 

I also served on a citizen oversight 
committee to ensure that all money 
went to students where it was 
intended. This oversight committee 
safeguard continues to be in place for 
the upcoming Measure AA.

The measure has been success-
fully extended since 1989 and has 
defined our school district as an 
exemplary one. The school district 
has been recognized as a Green 
Ribbon School District by the U.S. 
Department of Education (see p. 
30), and most of our schools have 
been named California Gold Ribbon 
Schools by the state superintendent 
of instruction. Going forward, each 
of our small parcel tax contributions 
to Measure AA will generate $5.6 
million annually to enhance public 
education. 

Our community should be proud of 
helping to provide a well-rounded, 
high-quality education for its 
students. However, if we want to 
continue the programs we have come 
to expect we will need to reach a two-
thirds majority vote on Election Day. 

I know personally that this is not easy 
to achieve. On Nov. 6, it will take all 
of our yes votes to pass Measure AA 
for another nine years.

My own children have graduated 
from TTUSD schools, followed their 
career paths, and been able to return 
to Tahoe to work and live. During 
these next nine years I will have two 
grandchildren attending our local 
schools. I have the same expecta-
tions as I did in 1989 — that they 
will receive a robust, high-quality 
education.  

Please join me with your investment 
of time and money on Nov. 6. Go to 
the polls and vote YES on Measure 
AA. For more information on 
Measure AA visit ttusd.org or contact 
Christa Barker Myers at christa.
barkermyers@gmail.com.  

~ Jan Ganong has served as chair and 
co-chair of the Measure S Oversight 
Committee and watched two genera-
tions of children and grandchildren go 
through the local public school system.

Vote YES on 
Measure AA
Renew an investment  
in our local students

MY SHOT
By Jan Ganong
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TICKETS:
blizzardmovie.eventbrite.com

BRING YOUR MOHAWK AND ONEZEE

SATURDAY, OCT. 27, 7:30 PM | Doors at 6:30 PM
Truckee Community Arts Center  |  10016 Church St., Truckee

BLIZZARD OF AAHHH’S

Q&A and Meet
Director Greg Stump

After Party at
Alibi Ale Works

www.historictruckee.com
TDMA IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Follow us on T RUCK E E  D OW N TOW N  M E RCH A N T S  A S S O CI AT I O N

T h i n k  lo c a l .  B e  lo c a l .  B uy  lo c a l .  G iv e  lo c a l .

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN!

4:30 p.m.  |  Trick-or-Treat at downtown shops
6 p.m.  |  Costume parade leaves the train depot and heads 

over to the Community Art Center for fun and games

TRICK-OR-TREAT ON  
THE DOWNTOWN STREETS! 

F R I D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  2 6 t h
T D M A  &  T D R P D  H O S TLOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE

TDMA asks, “What do you like best about Historic Downtown Truckee for your business?” 

SIERRA SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | Peter Strand, President
“Historic Downtown Truckee offers exceptional 
visibility to our clients and for our associates. We 
really enjoy the sense of community and the ability to 
easily engage in and sponsor events that help bring our 
community together, including the July 4th Parade, Art 
& Soul, Truckee Thursdays...We love being in business 
downtown and involved with the community.”Co

ur
te

sy
 p

ho
to

THE STATION | Danny McCabe, Managing Owner
“We love Truckee’s character! Our restaurant 
is housed in a historic railroad building and we 
are proud to be a part of Truckee’s rich history. 
Downtown Truckee is unique, it still feels like 
a classic western railroad town with colorful 
characters, a tight community, and visitors looking 
to experience something new and authentic.”Co

ur
te

sy
 p

ho
to

Tree Trimming • Photos with Santa
Bud Fish Tree Lighting

F R I D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  1 6 t hHOLIDAY
FESTIVAL
4:15 – 6 p.m.  |  Celebrate the upcoming holidays as local school 
children decorate trees. Cookies, hot chocolate to follow. Then be 

photographed with Santa, compliments of Erskine Photography.
5:15 p.m.  |  Join us at the Train Depot Courtyard to kick-off the holiday 

season by lighting up Historic Downtown Truckee.Erskine Photography

H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  T R U C K E E
—  S I N C E  1 9 8 9  —

530 -587- 4 4 4 6  |   w h i te b u f fa l ot r u c ke e.co m
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10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

Open  10am - 5pm  ·  Tuesday – Saturday
530-587-1409  ·  backstreetframers.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMERS & GALLERY

• RECLAIMED  WOOD  FRAMES
• MIRRORS
• READY-MADE  FRAMES
• UV  GLASS
• ARCHIVAL  FRAMING

Radical Well Being Coach
Law of Attraction, Radical  
Forgiveness & Radical Manifestation
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com 
www.radicalwellbeing.com

Dinny Evans

Find a Peaceful Life Balance

Meetings the  
first Tuesday of  
every month.

tahoetruckeedems.org

RE SERVAT I O NS H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

OPINION

As the #MeToo phrase has become so 
common, it can be easily overlooked. 
I’ve heard people refer to the #MeToo 

movement as 
women being too 
sensitive. In fact, 
many politicians 
have referred to 
it as that. I would 
desperately prefer 
to not relive my 
own accounts, 
and as a survivor 
of many forms of 

violence, including sexual violence, 
I can say I would love nothing more 
than to forget it happened, and 
believe many other survivors would 
also share that sentiment.  

Unfortunately, during the past week, 
an incredibly brave woman recounted 
her story for the world to see. A 
survivor had to retell her story in 
detail while her alleged perpetrator 
stood to be appointed to one of the 
highest positions of power in our 
country. This situation is one of my 
biggest nightmares. And it played out 
over every media outlet. The haunting 
details brought back my own memo-
ries, and as PTSD would have it, left 
me crying when I would have rather 
been doing anything else. My own 
experiences of gender-based violence 
and harassment were so many that 
the most offensive memories are what 
remain stuck in my memories. For 
so many years I also believed that 
much of what happened to me was 
my fault. It was my fault because I 
wore shorts and a bikini to the beach; 
it was my fault because working in 
customer service, I smiled at everyone 
who came in; it was my fault because 
I made eye contact with men; and so 
on. I share these experiences because 
one in four women in the United 
States have also experienced sexual 
violence. My experiences are not 
extraordinary, and because #MeToo 
is so common, it’s easy to understate 
the impacts of sexual violence and 
harassment and forget how serious 
each story is.

My own memories resurfaced, as 
many others did, which is evidenced 
by the 201 percent uptick in calls 
for support by the National Sexual 
Assault Telephone Hotline; this entire 
presidential administration has been 
one big trigger after another. As a sur-
vivor and as a woman, having people 

in the highest positions of power that 
make derogatory statements (“Grab 
her by the ---”), hold oppressive views, 
and take action to regulate women 
and all minorities, is deeply unsettling 
all day, every day. When Trump was 
elected, during every appointment, 
and during the Kavanaugh hearing, 
all I can think of is, “What am I going 
to tell my daughters when they ask 
what I did to protect their rights? To 
protect our planet?” In response, I 
must be able to say, “I did everything 
I could.” 

If politics seems contrived to you, 
vote to change them! If you are 
outraged by people getting raped and 
the rapist getting let go, vote! If you 
don’t want kids locked in cages and 
torn from their families, vote! If your 
right to exist is important, vote! It 
is important to vote for Democrats 
because they are the politicians that 
are prepared to stand up for people’s 
rights, they are prepared to stand up 
for us, they are prepared to change 
the current political structure to be 
more equitable. The Republican Party 
is resorting to gerrymandering to win 
elections because they aren’t actually 
represented areas.  

“We can disagree and still love each 
other unless your disagreement is 
rooted in my oppression and denial 
of my humanity and right to exist.” — 
James Baldwin  

~ Penny Morris lives in Truckee with her 
two daughters and husband where she 
enjoys the beautiful natural resources. 
Penny holds a master’s in public health 
from the University of Nevada, Reno 
and works in health care consulting 
locally.  She has spent many years 
working with nonprofits and toward 
social equity.

What #MeToo Actually 
Means to Most of Us

MY SHOT
By Penny Morris

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD, P. 50
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OPINION

With local elections rapidly 
approaching there is one 
public agency where voters 
do not have a direct choice 
regarding who serves on the 
board of directors. Tahoe-
Truckee Sanitation Agency 
(TTSA) is situated behind 
the Truckee Airport and 
processes wastewater for 
the entire North Tahoe area, 
including Truckee (TSD), 
North Tahoe (NTPUD), Tahoe 
City (TCPUD), Olympic 
Valley (SVPSD), and Alpine 
Meadows (ASCWD). The 
TTSA board is made up of a 
single member from each of 
these “member district” PUDs 
by board appointment; five in 
total.

Reading the candidate 
statements of TTSA board 
members up for re-election 
in their member districts, I 
noticed that they neglected to 
mention their important roles 
serving on the TTSA board, to 
which some, like TTSA board 
president Lane Lewis, have 
been appointed for decades. 
For anyone following the 
news about TTSA employees 
wishing to unionize under the 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW), 
you are likely to find more 
information about the issue 
reading Moonshine Ink than 
if you were to attend a board 
meeting at any member 
district. It is clear that board 

members are reluctant to pro-
vide any details about TTSA to 
their respective boards.

As someone who is currently 
employed at TTSA, I can tell 
you that since the hiring of 
the general manager, LaRue 
Griffin, things have not been 
good. In the last three years, 
five employees have been 
fired, eight employees have 
quit, and 10 employees have 
retired earlier than intended, 
adding up to roughly half the 
agency workforce. Despite a 
multitude of speeches to the 
board, employees petition-
ing the board, and many 
employees attending board 
meetings month after month, 
the employees’ concerns about 
mistreatment and low morale 
do not seem to resonate 
with these appointed board 
members.

In January of this year, after 
experiencing and witnessing 
a sustained campaign of 
harassment and intimidation, 
more than 10 employees filed 
formal complaints with TTSA’s 
legal counsel with concerns 
ranging from hate speech to 
pregnancy discrimination to 
retaliation for union organiz-
ing, and more. The board 

hired a third-party investigator 
to look into these issues. In 
March 2018, some of those 
employees received vague 
memos from board president 
Lane Lewis, denying any 
liability by the agency but 
admitting that personnel issues 
were mishandled. 

In addition, the TTSA direc-
tors continue to decline a 
good-faith resolution to the 
ongoing disagreement with 
employees who want to 
unionize with IBEW. Many 
employees want to unionize 
under a simple, cost-effective, 
majority-based bargaining 

group. Instead, the board 
insists that the agency of 50 
employees needs to be broken 
up into multiple bargaining 
groups. A multitude of Unfair 
Labor Practice charges against 
the agency have now been 
heard by the State Public 
Employee Relations Board 
(PERB) in Sacramento. In the 
presence of a judge, several 
employees took unpaid time 
off work and, under the glare 
of TTSA’s general manager, 
they gave evidence against the 
agency. Their testimony is now 
being considered by PERB. 
While the TTSA board could 
at any time have worked with 
IBEW toward appropriate 
representation, they have 
instead chosen to waste public 
funds in order to fight against 
and undermine the will of their 
own employees.

From June 2017 to September 
2018 TTSA spent approxi-
mately $300,000 of public 
funds on legal fees paid to 
their board attorney, labor 
attorney, and the third-party 
investigator. If the board has 
taken any action to improve 
the current situation, employ-
ees are not aware of it. 

Thankfully for the employees 
of TTSA, the voters have a 
choice this November. I ask 
you to pay attention to who 
represents you on your local 
PUD board of directors and 
vote for accountability, fair-
ness, and transparency.

~ Submitted by a TTSA 
employee who, based on fear 
of retribution, wishes to remain 
anonymous. 

More Trouble at TTSA
Issues at the TTSA continue to 

develop, and this election could 
have an effect

SOLUTION TO SUDOKU

THE TTSA DIRECTORS CONTINUE TO 

DECLINE A GOOD-FAITH RESOLUTION 

TO THE ONGOING DISAGREEMENT WITH 

EMPLOYEES WHO WANT TO UNIONIZE

Local independent media mat-
ters and, folks, it sure isn’t easy 
keeping it alive. Therefore, we 
take a moment to acknowledge 
Moonshine Ink’s work — a pat 
on our own back — to honor 
winning four awards from the 
National Newspaper Association 
Better Newspaper Contest. 

These awards include: honor-
able mention for best investiga-
tive story, It all Rolls Downhill, 
by Megan Herbst investigating 
the Tahoe Truckee Sanitation 

Agency’s (TTSA) alleged disen-
franchisement and dysfunction 
while employees fight for union 
representation. “Fascinating work 
on something that could have 
been let go by a less ambitious 
staff. Kudos for sticking with it,” 
judges from the NNA said.

We were awarded first place 
for best business feature story, 
Back of the House in Dire 
Straits, by Ally Gravina with 
photos by Jeremey Jensen, 
reporting on the employee 

shortage in the service industry 
throughout Truckee/North Lake 
Tahoe. The judges credited this 
story to have a “Good focus, 
strong lead, and interesting 
angle to an otherwise typical 
worker shortage story.”

In the best editorial cartoon 
and best sports column catego-
ries, Moonshine Ink took home 
second place for both. The 
(second) best editorial cartoon 
was awarded to Mike English’s 
cartoon regarding affordable 
housing as told through locals 
living out of their Subarus. 
Emily Harrington also took 
second with her sports column, 
Balancing Act.

We are honored to receive 
these awards from the National 
Newspaper Association, a 
nonprofit and the largest 
newspaper trade association in 
the United States. 

Moonshine Ink Takes The Cake
We won four National Newspaper Awards for our 
investigative reporting, writing, and art.

SEE OUR NEWLY 
REVAMPED PUZZLE 
PAGE, P. 50!

IN DIRE STRAITS: A profile of Truckee/
Tahoe’s worker shortage took first 
place at the National Newspaper 
Awards this year. Photo illustration by 
Jeremy Jensen/Moonshine Ink



14                    11 OCTOBER – 7 NOVEMBER 2018                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

OPINION

If anything, the old saying “if it 
isn’t one thing, it’s another” has 
become so true. As a 33-year 

resident in 
Truckee, 
having left 
the city and 
the Bay Area 
long ago, I 
am amazed at 
how quickly 
this wonderful, 
historical town 
of Truckee is 

turning into what I personally 
abhor — a city. There are now 
so many stop lights, an influx of 
too many people, sidewalks, and 
constant construction, to name 
a few outstanding changes. I am 
feeling a sense of disillusion-
ment, to say the least, as now 
I merely keep my head down, 
try to breathe and stay happy 
with my choice of living here in 
Truckee for so many years.

Very recently it has come to my 
attention that I must undertake 
another battle to preserve what 
I still love: peace, stillness, 
beauty, deep breath, blue skies, 
mountain peaks, and ranges. All 
of these I must venture far away 
from the center of Truckee to 
find. A neighbor known as the 
Woodhead family has accepted a 
request from Verizon to submit 
a proposal for the building of a 
92-foot monopine cell tower on 
the corner of Filly and Buckhorn. 
We live in close proximity to 
this location and are very much 
against the Woodheads’ accep-
tance, the submittal by Verizon, 
and of course a large monopine 
cell tower in our neighborhood. 
There are many reasons to deny 
this submittal including radio 
frequency (RF) waves designed 
to travel 45 miles at 1-inch to 
2-inch-wide signals from these 
cell towers that exist everywhere 
in the world. There is much 
research done against the 

effects of these electromagnetic 
frequency (EMF) waves and the 
cell towers, yet they continue to 
crop up and exist. The website 
emwatch.com hosts research on 
the harmful effects of EMF on 
serotonin and melatonin levels, 
as well as an increase in cancer.

Glenshire Association denied 
the proposal and submittal 
process of building a cell tower 
due to its harmful effects on 
our community, the elementary 
school nearby, many young 
families, pregnant mothers, 
people already battling their own 
private illnesses, the decline in 
real estate value, and common 
sense that a cell tower was 
ABSOLUTELY WRONG IN 
A NEIGHBORHOOD WITH 
99 PERCENT OCCUPANCY! 
We, as a residential association, 
were able to squelch submittal; 
there was no amount of money 
worth harming us all. How is it 
that this family has accepted this 
submittal from Verizon? There 
is no amount of money that can 
justify such harm. Cell towers 
DO NOT belong in neighbor-
hoods, nor anywhere nearby. I 
thank my neighbor and colleague 
for bringing this crucial matter 
to my attention.

To whom shall I call out when my 
serotonin continues dropping, or 
my much-needed sleep is inter-
rupted, or melatonin is affected, 
or depression hits rock bottom? 
To whom shall I refer my sadness 
when there is no more peace?

All of these people wanting to 
turn a small mountain into a city, 
including the Woodheads, need 
to simply stay in the cities.

~ Martha L. Janer is a concerned 
resident of The Meadows in 
Glenshire and a 33-year Truckee 
resident.

Stop the Glenshire 
Cell Tower

Cell towers do not belong in 
neighborhoods 

MY SHOT
By Martha Janer

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@moonshineink.com.

In response to Geese on the Rise

A Goose Solution
A humane and relatively cheap solu-
tion to the messy goose poop problem 
that has worked in soccer fields in 
the Bay Area is life-size 3-D coyote 
decoys that move with the wind.

They are available at most sport 
shops that serve hunters either online 
or locally. The geese will not stick 
around upon sight of their natural 
predators. It is worth a try and is 
much cheaper than alternatives.

~ MG, via letter

In response to Tahoe’s Drones

Ban Drones at Donner
The drone article is well-written. It 
mentions that they are not allowed 
in state parks which is great. I 
would love it if somehow, we could 
ban them at Donner Lake. We have 
had several experiences with drone 
operators spying on us, including 
families with kids and one case 
where the operator was harassing 
us while we were paddle boarding. 
When we went to confront him, he 
packed up quickly and drove off. Not 
sure how that would work but would 
be so awesome to ban them from 
Donner Lake.

~ Andrew Browning, via Facebook

Meeks Fire Now Has Drones for 
Public Safety
North Tahoe Fire now has two 
video-equipped drones. Firefighters 
trained as “pilots” have received 
special certification to allow flying 
over Lake Tahoe. 

~ Edward Miller, president, Meeks 
Bay Fire Protection District, via letter

Endorsement for John Jones/ 
Jim Morrison
I’ve lived in Truckee for just over five 
years and in Incline Village for 12 
years before that. I strongly endorse 
both John Jones and Jim Morrison 
for re-election to the Truckee Tahoe 
Airport District board of directors, 
given their commitment to the broader 
Truckee and Lake Tahoe communities 
that goes far beyond the interests 

of the airport. They have tangibly 
shown their support for a number of 
charitable organizations that provide 
much-needed support to the people 
in need in the area. Their initiative to 
bring a control tower to the airport 
is not only improving safety but also 
helping in the noise abatement efforts. 
Please give them your support.

~ Thomas Handley, via letter

Vote for Mary Hetherington for 
the Airport Board
Mary Hetherington is the best 
candidate running for the Truckee 
Tahoe Airport board. She
brings 12 years of prior board 
experience to this position, as 
well as extensive knowledge as a 
civil/environmental engineer on 
how infrastructure works. Most 
importantly though, Mary brings a 
collaborative, community spirit to 
everything that she is involved with. 
As an engineer, she uses objective 
and logical reasoning to make the 
best decisions.

Mary works hard to balance the 
positive and the negative impacts 
of the airport. She is diligent in her 
assessment of the fiscal and environ-
mental implications of airport district 
decisions. She thoroughly analyzes 
and is fair with the use of our tax 
dollars on expenditures that benefit 
our entire district.

Recently, I was the direct beneficiary 
of one of Mary’s decisions while she 
was on the board. I was rear-ended 
by a car while riding my bicycle near 
Chambers Landing and I sustained 
severe, life-threatening injuries. 
Fortunately, I was able to be trans-
ported by air ambulance for treatment 
at a trauma center in Reno from our 
emergency helipad in Tahoe City.

Hopefully, no one else will need to 
use our airport district’s helipad, but 
I urge all of you to support leaders 
like Mary Hetherington who had the 
foresight to fund the construction 
of it.

~ David Antonucci, via letter

Submit Election Endorsements
Our readers want to hear who you 
endorse for the Nov. 6 election. 
Election Day comes right before 
our next print press deadline; thus, 
we will be posting election-related 
letters to the editor in the Reader’s 
Reflect column on our website once 
a week. Submit by Tuesday to get 
published by that Thursday. Visit 
moonshineink.com/connect for 
opinion piece guidelines and keep 
‘em coming Truckee/Tahoe!
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BACK TO SCHOOL
WINTER IS COMING — NEW PRODUCT DROPPING DAILY

NEW 18/19 ARBOR SNOWBOARDS IN STOCK NOW
GEAR FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

FOR RIDERS BY RIDERS

Open 7 days a week | 10 am to 6 pm
11486 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA | 530-536-5006

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

Our Incline Village 
Crystal Bay Voice

IVGID General Manager Steve Pinkerton 
– Please tell us where our residents’ 
$705,369 has been spent? 
At the May 23, 2018 Board of Trustees Meeting, a report was presented on the  
costs of the previous year’s capital projects. In the Utility Fund, $705,369 was listed 
as being spent on the wastewater storage Pond LINING. The Board of Trustees has 
not approved any contract nor was any money spent and no lining was installed at 
the Pond. So what was the $705,369 spent on? We needed to investigate.

Background: The Pond is a holding basin where sewage wastewater can be 
temporarily stored in the event the 20 plus mile effluent pipeline, which carries 
the wastewater from Incline into the Carson Valley wetlands, fails or repair work 
is required. 

Five years ago the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection-Bureau of 
Water Pollution Control (“NDEP”) issued a violation for the improper use 
of the Pond because it lacked the lining required to protect against any 
seepage of wastewater into the underground. Since then, the Pond has been 
decommissioned. IVGID was required to submit plans to the NDEP for the 
reconstruction and lining of the Pond by August, 2015 before any work could 
commence. 3 years later, NO PLANS have ever been submitted. 

In the 2017–2018 Utility Rate Study and the IVGID Budget, $1,000,000 of funds 
restricted for Phase 2 of the effluent pipeline was improperly reallocated for 
lining the Pond, presumably, to get the Pond up and operational. 

Investigation: Beginning on June 4, 2018, Cliff made several public record 
requests and finally was told no records existed and was directed to go to the 
weekly paid bills stored on the IVGID website. We did just that and found no 
checks written to anyone for lining the Pond. Another request on August 28, 
2018 yielded a response on September 20, 2018 which provided copies of 67 
invoices from various vendors. These invoices total $257,000 and have absolutely 
NOTHING to do with lining the Pond. Approximately $114,000 was paid to 
three engineering firms 
for work on repairs to 
the effluent pipeline 
mandated by the NDEP 
and the balance was 
substantially for 35 air 
release valves on the 
eastern portion of the 
effluent pipeline flowing 
from Spooner Summit 
into the Carson Valley 
wetlands. 

This deceptive accounting 
on the use of our public 
money is beyond our 
comprehension. 

From June 4 to today, IVGID cannot account 
for all of the $705,369 they claim was spent 
on the Pond lining…

~ Iljosa A. Dobler and Clifford Dobler

residents of Incline Village

Your local source for  
truth and transparency

Our Village Voice
facebook.com/ourinclinevillagecrystalbayvoice

o u r i v c b v o i c e . c o m

Join anytime, year-round.

(530) 292-3776 
MountainBountyFarm.com

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

Weekly CSA Boxes

localorganic convenient

Average prices over the course of a full subscription.

$20-21/week$15-22/week$23-32/week

Veggies Fruits Flowers
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Brett Smith first arrived in 
Truckee as a recent college 

grad in 1992. He “did the usual 
thing — ski patrolled and river 
guided and worked construction,” 
and ultimately spent a decade 
working as a construction superin-
tendent. Smith had always intended 
to go back to school for a master’s 
in architecture. In 2004 he did just 
that, and attended the University of 
Washington in Seattle. In spite of all 
this moving around, Truckee/Tahoe 
never stopped calling. 

In 2011, Smith’s wife got a job at 
Squaw and he saw an opportunity to 
move back, but worried about work. 
“I had worked in construction here 
and I had two observations: it’s not 
very diverse work and the swings 
in the building economy here are 
pretty violent,” Smith says.

Both things gave him pause about 
working in the industry in Tahoe in 
2011, when the bottom was falling 
out of the housing market. Smith 
thought if he could keep working for 
his Seattle firm, but expand his work 
to include projects in California and 
Nevada, he might be able to insulate 
himself a bit from the vagaries of 
any particular market. “So, I went 
to my business partner and I said, 
‘we’re moving but I want to keep 
working with the firm, can we work 
out a way to do that?’” he recalls.

Smith says his partner is the sort 
of person who likes a challenge and 
was willing to hammer out a solu-
tion that worked on both sides. For 
the first few years, that meant Smith 
worked out of his home, commuted 
to Seattle regularly from Truckee, 
and worked on projects throughout 

the West. His theory proved correct: 
Being able to work remotely, and 
thus regionally, helped protect him 
from the volatility of other building 
markets. 

Smith is part of a large and growing 
population of telecommuters in 
Truckee and North Tahoe, and his 
story follows the sort of trajectory 
you hear a lot of small-town mayors 
talking about these days: If they can 
snag the remote professionals, the 
thinking goes, they might eventually 
open a local office, or convince their 
company to move. After being a 

remote worker 
for seven years, 
Smith now has 
a small office at 
the Tahoe Mill 
Collective and 
is looking to 
hire locally 
and grow 
a Truckee 
team for 
his firm, DeForest Architects. 
These sorts of stories are becoming 
more common as companies get 
increasingly comfortable with the 

idea of remote work, and the 
result can mean perks for both 
workers and the communities 
they choose to call home.

why tahOe?
Megan Michelson co-founded 
the Tahoe Mill Collective — a 
co-working space at the base 
of Alpine — in December 2013 
because, as a freelancer herself, 
she wanted a place where she and 
other freelance professionals she 
knew in the area could not only go 
to work, but also find each other. 
Michelson continues to run it today 
and telecommutes as a freelance 
writer for various magazines and 
companies such as Powder and 
Outside magazines. She’s seen a 
noticeable uptick in membership the 
past two years, which she attributes 
to companies offering more flexible 
work arrangements.

“This summer we had two women 
who were here for the summer, who 
work for companies that are based 
elsewhere (one in the Bay Area and 
the other in New York), and they 
could live anywhere and work from 
anywhere,” Michelson says. “I think 
more companies are seeing the 
value of letting employees have that 
flexibility of remote work. So, we’re 
seeing more people come to Tahoe 
because why wouldn’t you live in 
Tahoe if you could work or live 
anywhere?”

That tracks with what’s happening 
throughout the country. According 
to the most recent Gallup poll on 
remote work, at least 43 percent of 
Americans spent at least some time 
working remotely in 2016. The wave 

REMOTE DESIGN: Architect Brett Smith continues to work for his firm in Seattle, with advanced 
technology allowing him to communicate visually with other team members two states away. The 
only hiccup is the unpredictable nature of #mountainwifi. Photo courtesy Brett Smith
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TahoeDaves.com
530-583-6415

Kids’

Season

Start at

Leases
$89*

Starting October 6th

*Before December 8th

TAHOE CITY d TRUCKEE d KINGS BEACH d SQUAW VALLEY

Care about Lake Tahoe?
So do we.

LOCAL JOURNALISM MATTERS

Support our work. Subscribe.
Visit MoonshineInk.com/Subscribe or Call (530) 587-3607

SEE COMPLETE LIST OF RATES + PERKS AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/SKISEASONPASSES

TAHOE DONNER CROSS  
COUNTRY SKI CENTER

TAHOE DONNER  
DOWNHILL SKI RESORT

Rated #1 Cross Country Ski  
Area in Truckee Tahoe

Best Place to Learn to Ski  
in Tahoe

of remote workers means more of a 
mix of skills and personalities in the 
community, and an increase in the 
number of professionals.

Of course, the influx of remote 
workers, particularly those whose 
jobs pay more than local jobs do, 
also puts pressure on an already-
stressed housing system. According 
to the Tahoe Truckee Community 
Foundation, the median home price 
in Truckee and North Tahoe has 
been increasing over the past three 
years, a stat the Tahoe Sierra Board 
of Realtors confirms. According to 
the TSBR, from 2008 to 2017 the 
number of residential units sold 
in the Truckee-Tahoe area more 
than doubled. Although no one 
has looked at how many of those 
homes were sold to remote workers, 
it is known that about 15 percent 
of the local workforce in Tahoe 
works remotely, reports the Tahoe 
Prosperity Center. According to the 
Truckee Chamber of Commerce, in 
Truckee that number stands at 18 
percent.

“For the people who have been 
here, and who have been looking 
for jobs and housing, and really 
struggling, seeing someone move in 
here with their fancy job they can do 
from anywhere, including a bench 
overlooking the lake? That could 
be a little annoying,” Michelson 
says. “But hopefully people will see 
it’s ultimately a net good to have 
a variety of people here, and more 
money in the economy.”

Truckee town council member 
Morgan Goodwin has been on 

multiple sides of this equation as 
both a remote worker himself for 
years, and a city council member 
and former mayor who has seen the 
impact of remote workers on the 
area. “It absolutely has an impact 
on the housing available in the 
community,” he says. “On the one 
hand, these are good jobs that bring 
incomes to the area for more than 
just the tourist amenities and help 
keep restaurants busy in the off 
season. On the other hand, we don’t 
build housing fast enough to keep 
up with supply, so a remote income 
will usually out-compete a local 
service industry income. In my view, 
that’s why adding to the supply of 
housing in the area is key and doing 
so in ways that require local employ-
ment is the right track.”

In addition to the seasonal 
residents, plenty of remote workers 
are full-time residents, too, like 
Smith, and Mike Rogge, a writer, 
director, and producer who 
freelances for various organizations 
and magazines. In 2015, Rogge 
started a local enterprise after 
working solo for several years, 
launching video production 
company Verb Cabin in Tahoe Vista. 
Now his work consists of a mix of 
Verb Cabin projects, for which he 
sometimes hires local freelancers 
but also works with independent 
contractors who live elsewhere. He 
also runs his own freelance gigs 
for companies located throughout 
the country. Rogge says that while 
Tahoe may not offer the professional 

ThE MIll: Megan Michelson (right) stands with her husband Dan Abrams at the co-working space 
they founded, The Tahoe Mill Collective. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

See TelecommuTers p. 18
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Two-way, informal listening sessions welcoming all 
Truckee residents and business leaders to interact 

with Council Members and the Town Manager. 
Please no politicking, keep it respectful and bring 

your best ideas, passionate interests, and toughest 
questions to an open and transparent dialogue.

Thursday, Nov. 1  |  4–5:30 p.m. 
Police Chief Rob Leftwich, Mayor Carolyn 
Wallace Dee, & Town Manager Jeff Loux

Wednesday, Nov. 28  |  4–5:30 p.m. 
Director of Public Works & Engineering 

Dan Wilkins, Mayor Carolyn Wallace Dee, 
& Town Manager Jeff Loux

Fall Series:
TALK OF THE TOWN

Come get to know a Town  
Council Member, Town Manager,  

and other key Town leaders

10412 DONNER PASS ROAD, TRUCKEE

Landing a full-time remote gig in Tahoe means  
flexibility and working as hard as you play

Rachel Levin is a Tahoe-
based telecommuter and 

brand engagement manager for 
Rustic Pathways, a global travel 
company for students. For her, 
telecommuting has been a dream 
job — with a paradox of flexibility.

“We got to do sort of a ‘summer 
Friday’ this summer, where our 
manager allowed us to take off 
whenever on Friday as long as 
our work is done,” says Levin. 
“But then of course, it seems like 
on Fridays we have all been on 
deadlines, so everyone has been 
working until 6 or 7 on the one day 
we’re allowed to finish up early.” 

Levin is one of the many 
telecommuters choosing to make 
the Truckee-Tahoe area her 
workplace and playground, not just 

for its mountains but for its major 
airports and interstates as well. 

“I chose Tahoe for friends, access 
to the mountains, to sunshine, 
biking, skiing,” Levin explains. 
“And also, I travel quite a bit, and 
believe it or not flying in and out of 
Jackson, Wyoming was not cheap. 
Being closer to Reno makes a lot of 
sense. It’s one of the few ski towns 
with this kind of accessibility.” 

Flexibility is a huge perk of the 
job for Levin, who has lived in 
mountain towns across the West 
and plans to relocate again after 
the winter season. But the nature 
of remote work dictates that she 
is just as accommodating to her 
employers as they are to her. 

“There’s a lot of flexibility needed 
on my end as well,” Levin says. 
“Working in California now I have 
a lot of 8 o’clock meetings, but if I 
am visiting my parents in Boston, it 
means that I might have meetings 
at 8 p.m. that night because it’s a 5 
p.m. meeting on the West Coast.”

For this reason it’s imperative 
that she is organized. She checks 
her schedule the night before her 
workday to plan accordingly, wakes 
each day at 6 a.m. to exercise, 
and sticks to the same routine 
whenever possible. As relaxed and 
laid back as the remote work seems 
from the outside, Levin approaches 
both her job and her personal life 
in Tahoe with a work-hard, play-
hard mentality.  

“I feel really fortunate to work 
for a company and then also on a 
team where work-life balance is 

absolutely prioritized,” she says. 
“The expectation is that you get all 
your work done and you do it well. 
But beyond that, there’s definitely 
an expectation that we have our 
own passions and we’re working on 
our own projects outside of work.”

Levin has worked for Rustic 
Pathways in a variety of roles and 
around the world since 2013. She 
has held her current position as a 
full-time member of the marketing 
team for the past three years. She 
lives in Tahoe City and works out 
of the Tahoe Mill Collective, a 
co-working space located at the 
base of Alpine Meadows. 

For Levin and other Tahoe 
telecommuters who seem to have 
mastered the balance between a 
steady career and mountain life, 
there’s a fair amount of hustle and 
grit that goes on behind the scenes. 
Her day is full, as seen to the right.

6 a.m. |  Rise and shine to walk to 
a workout class.

7:30 a.m. |  Bike or drive from 
Tahoe City to the Mill.

8–9 a.m. |  Begin working, depending 
on what is in store for the day.

thrOughOut the day |  Get 
coffee and take breaks with other 
telecommuters posted up at the Mill. 

4–7 p.m. |  Depending on her 
workload, meeting schedules, and 
deadlines, Levin leaves work for 
the day. 

after wOrk |  Again, depending 
on how much time is left in the day, 
Levin might go for a bike ride or 
head home. 

befOre bed |  Levin checks her 
schedule for the following day 
and notes any early meetings or 
schedule changes. 

NOT BAD: Another day in the office. Rachel Levin works an on-site visit in Fiji for Rustic Pathways. 
Photo courtesy Rachel Levin

by Jill saNfOrd
Moonshine Ink

A Day In the Life of a 
Tahoe Telecommuter

networking opportunities that 
some cities provide, especially 
for creatives, it does have some 
competitive advantages.

“When I have writer’s block, or 
creative lulls, depression, anxiety, 
anything like that, I go outside,” 
he says. “Dogs and nature tend to 
provide answers. That’s a competi-
tive advantage our non-Tahoe living 

creative friends don’t have.” 

Another competitive advantage is 
the cost of living, which although 
higher than many places in the 
country, is still lower than most big 
cities. By way of comparison, the 
average home cost in the Bay Area 
is currently $935,000, while in the 
Tahoe/Truckee area it is currently 
$587,700. In Seattle it’s $820,000; 
in Los Angeles it’s $939,500.

Freelance creatives like Michelson 
and Rogge have increasingly been 
flocking to smaller towns for a 
variety of reasons: more inspira-
tion, less competition, and lower 
costs, which mean more time to be 
spent on purely creative endeavors. 
According to Steven Pedigo, an 
expert in economic and urban 
development who directs the NYU 
Schack Institute of Real Estate 

TelecommuTers from p. 17

See TelecommuTers p. 20
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New Moon Natural Foods 

TAHOE CITY 

100% Organic produce

ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE
75+ items

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers  &  over 100 wines

REMODELED & 
VASTLY EXPANDED

Tahoe City (530) 583-7426
505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426
11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS

Meet your future with confidence.
Take the first step toward peace of mind in retirement with our exclusive Confident Retirement® approach. 
We’ll help you understand how you can cover expenses, live the lifestyle you want, be prepared for the  
unexpected and leave a legacy. Call us today and learn how you can live more confidently today and tomorrow.

William Austin, CFP® BFA™ MSFP
Financial Advisor
william.austin@ampf.com
CA Insurance #OD20353

Jessica Abrams, CFP®MSFP
Financial Advisor
jessica.abrams@ampf.com 
CA Insurance #0H74390

AUSTIN & ABRAMS FINANCIAL PLANNING
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161
530.563.5250
ameripriseadvisors.com/team/austin-abrams-financial-planning

The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification 
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with flame design) in the U.S. Investment advisory products and services are made available through 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor. © 2017 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Happy Halloween!Happy Halloween!

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

MOODYS
BISTRO, BAR & BEATS

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

October 12 & 13 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Natalie Cressman
(New York City Trombonest)

October 18–20 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY

Emael
(Los Angeles classical roots to indie/alt-pop influences)

October 26 & 27 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The Vivants
(San Francisco-Western Swing)

November 2 & 3 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

John Courage Trio
(Sonoma County – Americana /Rock)

30%
OFF

3 MONTHS

Minimum 1/8 page ad.  
Months booked must be consecutive.  

Cannot be combined with other discounts.

Lomi Lomi / Pre-natal 
Swedish / Therapeutic

Restorative touch 
for soul and body

In-studio / Outcalls 

530-386-8005
embodimentmassage.net

11045 Lake St. #2D, Truckee

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
BOOK ONLINE

Custom Sized Art 
for Any Location, 
Visit our Friendly 

Gallery in 
Downtown Truckee!

9940 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee
530-582-0557

TheCarmelGallery.com
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Mary Hetherington
Join Us in Voting for Mary for the Airport District

A I R P O R T  B O A R D
AirportMary.com

“THERE ARE COMMUNITY MEMBERS AND THEN THERE ARE MEMBERS 
DEDICATED TO THE COMMUNITY. HAVING ALREADY SERVED ON THE AIRPORT 
FOR MANY YEARS, MARY IS ONCE AGAIN RETURNING TO HER PASSION – 
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY. AS A VETERAN GOVERNING THE AIRPORT 
DISTRICT, SHE BRINGS INSIGHT, EXPERIENCE, INDEPENDENCE AND AN 
INCLUSIVE PERSPECTIVE LIKE NO OTHER.” 
               – RANDY HILL PA
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Dave Antonucci
Lisa Atwell
Heidi Avalos
Kaitlin Backlund
Pete Bansen
Robert Bell
Jerry Blackwill
Carmine & Joyce Bove
Juliet Bradley
Leigh Ann Cullen
Brian Cuneo
Gayle Dana
Marianne DeCrescenzo
Annika Deurlington
Drew Deurlington
Tom Deurloo

Theresa May Duggan
Kathleen Eagan
Kathy Echols
Betsy & Larry Ford
Bob French
Bonnie French
Carol Fromson
Connie Gast
Kathleen Gauthier
Dave & Susan Goggin
Yvonne Moore Gri�th
Ernie Grossman
Cassie Hebel
Kurt Heisinger
Edward Hilton
Pam Hobday

Nancy & Rick Holliday
Ellie Hyatt
Andie & Scott Keith
Jean Kershisnik
Sonya Koster
Lauren Lake 
Lou LaManna
Jon D. Larson
Dana Lawrence
Larry Leatherman
Margaret Lewicki
Robie Litchfield
Patty Lomanto
Susan Lowder
Jane Lu�in
Debbie Matthew

Becky Mazzer
Patti McCa�rey
Phyllis McConn
Laura Mohun
Stefanie Olivieri
Carol Ann Pauli
Linda Pendleton
Carol & Kirby Reed
Deb Ryan
Laura & Mike Ryan
Tim Ryan
Nicole S. Sachse
Paul Schectman
Daniel Schnurrenberger
John Stanec
Art Takaki

Betsy Taylor
Andrew & Jeanette Terry
William Thauvette
Ron Treabess
Brita Tryggvi
Cathy Valle
Tom Van Berkem
Paul Vatistas
Lisa Wallace
Christine White
Neysa Williams
Scott Williams
Julia Worster
Jan & Louise Zabriskie
Swenja Ziegler
Marlys Zusy

Urban Lab, almost as soon as we 
hit a point where the majority of 
Americans lived in cities a few years 
ago, we started to see a swing the 
other way, starting with creatives. 
“We’ve seen an increasing exodus 
out of big cities in the last couple of 
years,” he says. 

Outside of Tahoe, the freelance 
economy in general is growing. 
According to the annual Freelancing 
in America report from Upwork and 
the Freelancers Union, nearly half of 
all millennials are already freelanc-
ing, and more than half of the entire 
U.S. labor force is predicted to be 
freelance in the next decade. In 
addition to situations like Smith’s, 
where a company has decided to 
let one or more employees work 
remotely, or has enabled the setup 
of a satellite office, there are a 
legion of freelancers who often work 
for multiple companies and thus can 
generally live wherever they want. 

keepiNg up
Remote work is not without its 
challenges, of course, for all sides 
of the arrangement. Smith says he 
joined the Mill, after working from 
home for four years, in search of 
community. “I felt disconnected 
from the local community,” he says. 
“It was like, I went to work and my 
head was other places, and I didn’t 
have that connection.” 

Co-working spaces like the Mill and, 
in Truckee, Lift Cowork, provide 
some interaction with the commu-
nity for remote workers, but there 
are other ways to plug in, too. “I 
got involved by going to the Silicon 
Mountain meetups, attending the 
Thrive Tahoe meetings, working 
from the Lift, and then eventually 
starting to organize my own stuff 

like the maker space,” Goodwin 
says. 

On the flip side, Michelson says the 
local community doesn’t necessar-
ily benefit from transient remote 
workers. “A lot of people are just 
passing through — that’s fine, it 
brings people in and out, and they 
spend money, and patronize local 
businesses. But they’re not neces-
sarily invested in Tahoe.”

Technology can also be a challenge 
to making remote work successful. 
Although technology has improved 
over the years, enabling more 
remote job possibilities, there are 
still challenges, especially when the 
spotty nature of #mountainWiFi 
interferes with your video confer-
ence call — or in Smith’s case, 
virtual reality (VR) conference call. 
That’s not only frustrating for the 
remote worker, but also contributes 
to employers’ persistent misgivings 
about remote work — for every 

company head embracing flexible 
work arrangements, there’s one 
who doesn’t really think telecom-
muting can work. Given the highly 
collaborative nature of architecture, 
Smith and his team have come up 
with a desk-cam contraption they 
call the “sketch cam” that’s a video 
camera connected to a boom so that 
architects in different locations can 
virtually sketch together. 

These issues highlight the impact 
poor-quality broadband has on 
economic development in the 
region, a problem the Tahoe 
Truckee Community Foundation, 
Sierra Business Council, and 
Tahoe Prosperity Center have been 
working on for more than two 
years. “People sometimes hear that 
we’re working to expand broadband 
coverage and think that’s a luxury 
issue,” says Heidi Hill Drumm, of 
the Tahoe Prosperity Center. “But it 
impacts everything from job oppor-
tunities to work to whether kids can 

submit their homework on time.”

The broadband issue has even 
become a sticking point in the 
upcoming District 4 election. As a 
district that includes large swathes 
of land that have either no or very 
minimal broadband access, it’s 
critical to economic development. 
“Especially being in California, this 
center of technology and innovation, 
we don’t want to see this district 
left behind,” says candidate Jessica 
Morse. 

Even with cutting-edge broadband 
and the most inventive virtual tech, 
you can’t always close the distance 
gap, of course. “You do need to 
see people face to face at times, so 
working remotely means traveling,” 
Smith says. Still, being a resident 
of Tahoe and a worker of the world 
means almost endless opportunities 
and a broad and diverse network, 
another benefit that flows both 
ways. 

TelecommuTers from p. 18

SEA Of MAcS: Local coffee shops regularly fill up with remote workers, and a handful of devoted co-working spaces have begun popping up throughout 
the region. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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V TE
E L E C T I O N  2 0 1 8

T R U C K E E / T A H O E

truckee tOwN cOuNcil (3 seats)

The national political stage has been at the forefront of our minds as of late, but here at 

Moonshine Ink we cannot overstate the importance of our local politics. There are 38 open 

seats on the Truckee Town Council and regional special district boards this year, ready to be 

filled by men and women who will be deciding the future use of your tax dollars and trajectory 

of the region. We gave every candidate the opportunity to hop on camera with us and use a 

roughly 30-second video clip to deliver their platform and message to the voters. Here are the 

key quotes we pulled from each candidate, but you can find the full videos on our website, 

Youtube, and social media channels. Info: moonshineink.com/election2018

anna klovstad
“Right now we need affordable housing for our locals, 
we need strong transportation solutions, we need to 
support our strong local economy, and we need to 
do all of this while protecting our environment and 
heritage.”

carmen carr
“Over the last 32 years I’ve lived here, I’ve seen the 
town evolve. I am passionate about being part of the 
solution of our town regarding housing, renewable 
energy, and alternative transportation.”

chelsea walterscheid
I bring years of civic experience together with a 
strong community perspective to make informed 
decisions about Truckee. Issues we should be looking 
at right now include affordability, healthy economic 
development, and a strong community.”

david polivy
“As a planning commissioner and business owner I’ve 
advocated for stronger housing policies, supported 
sensible development, and built community partner-
ships. My passion for the outdoors reflects Truckee’s 
core values and vision. Planning for climate change 
and wildfire disaster is another of my top priorities.”

morgan goodwin — incumbent
“Let’s strengthen and diversify our middle class; let’s 
regulate the worst impact from short-term rentals; and 
let’s protect Truckee’s dark skies. I love this town, I’m 
clear on what I stand for, and I’m asking for your vote.”

richard ludke
“I will be an advocate for workforce housing, reliable 
and efficient transportation, and accomodated 
parking. We have some of the cleanest air and water, 
for which must not change as we attain sustainable, 
smart growth.”

suzie tarnay
“I would like to increase local engagement in upcoming 
issues and decisions so that all sectors of our community 
are represented in our public format. Secondly, I would 
like to ensure that these community desires are balanced 
not only with our economic development, but also with 
our environmental goals.”

truckee
candidate forums

a forum was held on Oct. 3 and 
4 with many of these candidates 

participating. You can find it online 
at vimeo.com/293620607 and 

vimeo.com/293620126
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christa finn
“I’m creative, collaborative, and proactive, so let’s find solutions. What’s our 
potential for biomass, for geothermal, more efficiencies in our power grid, more 
sun and wind? Together we can solve this puzzle.”

truckee dONNer public utility district (2 seats)

kaveh mansoor
“I’m running for the TDPUD because it’s more than electricity and water. It’s 
about navigating the rapidly evolving utility sector while providing maximum 
efficiency and cost, and most importantly ensuring our community’s interests are 
the sole factor when serving on our board.”

paul warmerdam — incumbent
“My accomplishments include creating a balanced budget with no new debt 
and the refinancing of existing debt to reduce costs to the district, deliver stable 
water rates at or below the annual inflation rate, achieve 68 percent of the 
district’s energy water purchases from renewable sources, and increase the public’s 
awareness and commitment to conservation.”

tony laliotis — incumbent
“During my tenure on the board we have increased our renewable portfolio 
standard to over 61 percent, secured nearly $5 million in cap and trade revenue, 
reduced our greenhouse gas footprint by 65 percent, maintained stable electric 
rates, and reduced water production by 34 percent.”

• Focusing on noise and annoyance mitigation
• Providing dedicated and experienced leadership 
• Conducting community outreach for feedback
• Currently serving as the only pilots on the airport board 
• Stewards for open space
• Proud to serve the district for another 4 years
• Committed to being a good neighbor to ALL residents in  

the district

INCUMBENTS 
RUNNING FOR 
RE-ELECTION

BALANCING THE NEEDS OF THE DISTRICT WITH THOSE OF THE COMMUNITY 

VoteMorrisonJones.com • Facebook.com/MorrisonJonesForTTADBoard

JOHN 

JONES
JIM 

MORRISON

BUILDING ON SUCCESS

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Morrison and Jones

Truckee Tahoe Airport 
District Board
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Tony
LALIOTIS
TDPUD Board

RE-ELECT

Rates
Renewables
Reliability

Conservation

t o n y l a l i o t i s . c o m

PAID FOR BY NELSON VAN GUNDY

Dedicated
Experienced

RE-ELECT

NELSON
VAN GUNDY

TRUCKEE 
SANITARY
DISTRICT

Leadership with 
experience, vision  
and transparency.

530-913-5163  |  polivyforcouncil.com
facebook.com/davepolivyforcouncil

DAVID

POLIVY
TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL

Alexis Ollar
Billy McCullough

Polly Triplat
Douglas Gadow

Roxanne Duffield
Jenelle Potvin
Cassie Hebel
Kelsey Porter

Mike Preaseau
Amanda Wiebush

Kim Yamauchi
Lisa Holan
Jan Holan

Tina Zander Auldridge
Ali Fry

Pamela Hobday
Jody Poe

Carol Lindsay
Bill Greeno
Billy Griffin

Benjamin Trustman
Steven Frisch

Adrian Juncosa
Jen Finn

John and Elizabeth Eaton
Victoria Conway

Kane Schaller
Liz Sheppard

Michael Krueger
Pam Jahnke

Susie Sutphin
David Abarta
Stacey Jacobs

Joshua Scholnick

Court Leve
Stefanie Olivieri

Dave McCormick
Justin Singer
Shari Beard

Stephanie McIntosh
Chris Richards
Kaili Sanchez

Jen Spahr
Seth Dee

Charles Sheya
Jeffrey DeVries

Benjamin Hogan
Jonas Goldsmith

Mike Kreaden
Peter Kowalczyk
Hillary MacLean

Gretchen Brugman
Dave Bluestein
Carol Fromson

Coral Taylor
Todd Karol
Chris Cloyd
Geoff Quine
Adam Selby

Lesley Dellamonica
Josh Hoyer

Aaron McCready
Aubrey Roper

Jared Licht
Dan Miller

Jennifer Jennings
Jill Hawks

Judith Kline

Rick Stephens
Mone Haen

Brian Schusterman
Jaclyn Cianci

Stephanie Fillinger
Joel Tebbutt
Kevin Drake
Dave Gove

Ernest Grossman
Helen Pelster

Peter Fain
Nancy Richards

Lauren Lake
Katie Hawkins

Jp Prince
Robert Morken

Brad Flint
Kris Thomas
Jani Osborne
Monica Burks
Chris Taylor

Greg Beardsley
Deanna Neu
Jill Sanford
Julie Soules

Will Richardson
Daniel Cates

Steve Reynaud
Daphne Hougard

Aaron Sturm
Spencer Eudsen

Justin Dille
Greg Garrison
Katie Hickey

THANK YOU TO THOSE THAT  
HAVE ENDORSED MY CANDIDACY!

PAID FOR BY POLIVY FOR TOWN COUNCIL 2018
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FULL SERVICE TREE CARE
& DEFENSIBLE SPACE

530.320.8061
www.halltreecompany.com

Quality Service  
from Your Local  
ISA Certified Arborist

 Tree Removal
 Tree Trimming
 Defensible Space
 Prompt Service
  Fully Licensed  
& Insured
CCL #924032
ISA #WE-8756A

SUZIE
TARNAY
FOR TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL
Working towards increased transparency of Council decisions  
and balanced community, environment & economic interests.

TarnayForTownCouncil.com

Paid for by Tarnay for Town Council
2018 ID#1408621

facebook.com/suzie.tarnay
instagram.com/tarnayfortowncouncil

Joe lorenz
“One of the assets that contribute to the 
economy here is the Truckee Airport, 
and that’s a way I think for me to give 
back to the community. I’ve got quite a 
bit of experience working with nonprofit 
organizations and business associations, 
and I think that would be of value to the 
community.”

truckee tahOe airpOrt district (2 seats)

John Jones — incumbent
“[Jim Morrison and I] are the only two 
pilots on a five-person board. We are 
strongly and aggressively committed to 
a new radar system that we believe can 
reduce jet noise by 20 to 30 percent for 
our neighbors.”

mary hetherington
“I served on the board from 2004 to 
2016. During those 12 years I was 
known for asking tough questions and 
I will continue to do so on your behalf. 
Our family moved here in 1990 and my 
three children were raised here. We all 
love this region.”

chose not to participate: Jim morrison — incumbent

peter van peborgh
“The reason I’m running for the Truckee 
Tahoe Airport Board has to do with 
free transportation and global warming. 
Over $4 million of property taxes are 
collected for the airport board which 
could be spent wisely to improve the 
quality of life for visitors and locals 
alike.”
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PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT DAN WILKINS

V O T E  F O R

Dan Wilkins
DIRECTOR • TCPUD

  “I pledge to continue working to balance the 
financial and organizational health of TCPUD 
while maintaining the highest water quality, 
necessary infrastructure improvements, upgraded 
fire suppression capacity, and offering diverse 
quality recreation programs and facilities.”

Committed to maintaining…
  • Economic Viability
  • Responsive Public Service
  • A Liveable Community

EXPERIENCED • KNOWLEDGEABLE • QUALIFIED • RESPONSIBLE • COMMITTED

Content for this ad was created by CATT for 
CATTPAC. CATTPAC paid for this ad. CATTPAC ID# 
1247901. This advertisement was not authorized by 
a candidate, Measure AA committee, or committee 

controlled by a candidate.

CATTPAC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization sponsored by the  Contractors 

Association of Truckee Tahoe. For more 
information about these endorsements and 
CATTPAC, go to www.ca-tt.com/cattpac or 

contact CATTPAC at 530.550.9999  
or cattpac@ca-tt.com

The Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe Political 
Action Committee is proud to endorse these candidates 
and Measure AA for the November 6 general election.

Shannan Moon

Nevada County Sheriff

Tahoe Truckee Unified School District Measure AA

Support

John Jones
Jim Morrison

Truckee Tahoe Airport 
District Board of Directors

Jason Hansford
Dan Kates

Truckee Donner R&PD  
Board of Directors

Christa Finn
Paul Warmerdam

Truckee Donner PUD  
Board of Directors

John Pang
Dan Wilkins

Tahoe City Public Utility 
District Board of Directors

Contractors Association of Truckee Tahoe
Political Action Committee

TRuckEE cElEBRATES  
A QuARTER cENTuRy

OUT&

ABOUT

Twenty-five years ago, and 130 years after 
it was established, Truckee incorporated 
following a heated debate about a proposed 
Kmart, on land where the Coburn Crossing 
development is currently being built. The 
event was memorialized in a town photo of 
over 1,500 people at Donner Lake’s West 
End Beach, and Moonshine Ink was a proud 
sponsor. Our publisher Mayumi Elegado (with 
sunflower headdress) and graphic designer 
Lauren Shearer with son Xavier, all attended the 
beach party on Sept. 8 and can be seen in the 
image if you look really, really, really closely. The 
community gathered for a town portrait in 2000 
as well, at which Elegado donned the same 
headpiece.

Photo by Mayumi Elegado

Photo by Drone Promotions
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Paid for by Anna Klovstad for Truckee Town Council 2018 ID #1409188

Anna4Truckee.com  
Anna4Truckee@gmail.com

  Anna Truckee 

  Anna4Truckee 

  @ATruckee

experience matters
Accomplished Business ProfessionalCommunity Advocate Fiscally Responsible

Re-elect

NTPUD Board

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Sue Daniels NTPUD Director Seat 3, 2018   FPPC #1411701

Contact me at:

530-210-0222

Sue@LakeTahoeSue.com

votefor.LakeTahoeSue.com

       voteforsuedaniels

dan kates — incumbent
“I’m very excited about the work we’ve done here at 
TDRPD, where we’ve twice been voted the best rec 
district in the state of California. So, I’m looking 
forward to keeping that train rolling and would 
  welcome your support in November.”

truckee-dONNer recreatiON aNd park district — shOrt term seat (2 seats)

truckee saNitary district (3 seats)

Jason hansford — incumbent
“I am seeking to continue my tenure on the board of 
directors to ensure the district continues to provide 
exemplary facilities and programming that our 
community has come to expect.”

John mon pere
“I’d like to see Truckee-Donner Recreation and Parks priori-
tize serving our working families, elders, and veterans. Truckee 
Rec and Parks should work with the American Legion Truckee 
chapter to maintain and revitalize the Truckee Veterans 
Memorial building for the whole of the Truckee community.”

Jerry gilmore — incumbent
“[My wife and I] are very invested in our town, and 
as a plumbing contractor I’m very invested in the 
mission of the Truckee Sanitary district, which is to 
protect the public health and the environment that all 
of us love here.”

Nelson van gundy — incumbent
“I love Truckee and I continue to enjoy my 38th year living 
here. Since I believe in putting some back, I’ve served on a 
number of public, private, and nonprofit boards; among them 
the Truckee Rotary Club, the Tahoe Sierra Board of Realtors, 
the Truckee Donner Public Utility District, the Truckee Donner 
Railroad Society, and of course the Truckee Sanitary District.”

ron sweet — incumbent
“I have been a director of the Truckee Sanitary District 
from 1978 to 2018. Since I have been a director, the 
district has grown from 2,700 customers to 16,000. All of 
our facilities and equipment are paid for when purchased: 
we have no financial debt or interest charges owing.”

chose not to participate: kurt smart
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I have lived in Truckee for 23 years.  
I own and operate the Pour House, which 
has been in business for 13 years in 
Downtown Truckee.  I served on the 
PUD's Conservation Committee.  As a 
resident and business owner, I will work 
to protect our environment AND our 
ratepayers.  

We should be moving as quickly as 
possible towards a 100% renewable, 
clean energy portfolio without 
endangering rates or reliability. 

Environmental problems can be solved 
from the bottom up: creative, collaborative 
solutions from our small, local institutions 
working together.

I ask that you vote for Christa Finn 
for Truckee Donner PUD Board.

Learn more on Facebook:
Finn4TruckeePUD@EnergyFinn 
and at Finn4TruckeePUD.com

Paid for by Committee to Elect Christa Finn

Truckee Donner PUD

New Energy
For Our Future

Elect

Christa
Finn

VOTE

Conservation

Efficiency
Improvements

Geothermal

Biomass

Wind

Solar

PATHS FORWARD MAY INCLUDE:

Learn more by visiting

TRUCKEE
TOWN

COUNCIL

www.VoteCarmenCarr.net

CARR
CARMEN
VOTE

CARMEN
CARES

 

PEOPLE ENDORSING CARMEN CARR FOR TRUCKEE TOWN COUNCIL
JayaMa Ableman
Inez Ahern
Doreen Aiello
Cassandra 

Alexander
Susie Alexander
Kurt Althof
Elizabeth Archer
Linda Badell
Nicole Todd Bailey
Ellen Bair
Justine Baker
Elizabeth Balmin
Paul Bancroft
Diane Barrett
Andy Bavetta
Bonnie Bavetta
Peter Beaupre
Chris Beck
 Dana Becker
 Joyce Scardina 

Becker
Emily Bloch
Nancy Borna
Amanda Borries
Andrea Boyd
Jeanette Breuner
Rich Breuner
Mark Brown
Jarella Buckheit
Isela Cabrera
Tina Calcutt
Julie Chelli
Maxi Chelli
Jeannie Clinesmith
Michael Colpitts
Bob Colquhoun
Marylin Colquhoun
Patti Conk

Tom Conk
Troy Corliss
Melissa Cox
Teresa Crimmens
Tim Critz
Curtis Crooks
Gayle Dana
Sherrill Dana
Charlotte Danner
Leeds Davis
Lisa Davis
Rebecca Deatsch
Jamie Dewit
Mark DiGiacomo
 Vicki A. Dills
Elisa DiNallo
Emma Downing
 Robert Drake
Susan Driscoll
 Sara Dube
Mollie Durkin
Matt Eastman
Regine Eichelbrenner
Julia Eichenberg
Lilith Erlenbusch
Lori Fallow
Renee Farwig-Collins
Katie Ferguson
Ken Ferree
Laura Ferree
Tabatha Ferro
Jackie Fitzhugh
 Lee Fraser-Shontz
Ondrehya Friedrichs
 Erika Frounfelker
Mercie Galvin
 Kristen Gardner
Sheri Gerber
Chris Gerrald

Brenda Gilbert
Luis Gimenez
 Sol Gimenez
Candi Gimroth
John Gimroth
Trina Gold
Dan Gomez
 Kathleen Good
Jennifer Grant
 Monika Graf
Rose Green
Jana Groscott
Margo Groth
Carol Halberstadt
Jeanette Halderman
Jerusha Hall
 Paul D. Harris
Steve Hartshorn
Jillian Haun
Mark Higuera
Andy Hill
Michael L. Hill
Jan Hoffmann
 Elizabeth Hougard
Rick Hsu
Bill Hudson
Lorrie Hunter
Christine Jackson
Greg Jacobsen
Patricia Johnson
Gina Jones
Joan de Ryk Jones
Jim Kaspari
Diane Kiser
Celia Klein
Justin Klein
Sandy Korth
Wendy Kronchyte
Elizabeth Kunz

Al Lambert
Lawrena Lambert
Dwayne 

Landenberger
Margo Laustsen
Romeo Lichtenfels
 Bonnie Lind
Vanessa Lindeberg
 Eva LIsle
John Lisle
 Madison Lisle
 Anne Liston
Cesar Lopez
Nancy Lopez
Siena L. Lopez
Deborah Lorraine
Doug Mahrer
Hans Maier
Ben Maritato
Blake Marshall
Ben Martin
Stephanie Martin
Susan Martinez
Ilene Martzen
Jennifer Masters
Caren McNamara
Scott McRae
Lisa Mescher
Joe Mello
Laura Mello
Melody Meng
Darcey Messner
Christy Mond
John MonPere
Charles Morris
Deanna Morris
Stephanie Murphy
Lindsay Nason
MaryAnn Nason

Holly Nattrass
Jeff Naughton
Ram Neadeau
Jan Newell
Chris OMalley
Jani Osborne
Werner Ospelt
Heather Payne
Brad Penner
Tony Peterson
Chris Piacentini
Stacy Piacentini
Kris Pierson
Marcus Pilz
 Glen Poulsen
Kristi Prochazku
Lori Pynappel
Robin Redmond
 Alaina Reichwald
Katie Rice
John Richburg
Nathan Riedel
Ingrid Riegler
Charlie Riley
Sarah Ring
Laura Ryan
Michael Ryan
Polly Ryan
Lee Saloutos
Sharon Saloutos
Kaili Sanchez
Stephen Saturno
Eric Schaefer
 Ingrid Schaefer
Sara Schaefer
Wolf (Lobo) 

Schaefer
Frank Schneller
Irene Schneller

Martha Schoonmaker
Grant Schuchert
 Sandra Swenson 

Scott
Orin Sheldon
Charles Slushen
John Sorensen
Sue Sorensen
Anibal Cordoba Sosa
Russ Steele
Sina Streil
 David Stroud
Josh Susman
Heather Svahn
James Swann
Louisa Swann
Samantha Swigard
Rick Sydor
Elizabeth Tanhoff
Christina Temple
Steve Torres
Heather Tone
Michelle Turley
Jennifer Vodehnal
Drew Walden
Joe Waldrop
Lisa Wallace
Bruce Watkins
Claire Whaley
Amanda Wiebush
Barb Wilkinson
Jim Winterberger
Nancy Winters-Bonnel
David Wolfe
John Wolfe
Sarah Wolfe
 Suzanne M. 

Woodhead
 Karen Zazzi

Paid for by The Committe to Elect Carmen Carr for Truckee Town Council 2018.

Our Incline Village 
Crystal Bay Voice

WHAT’S WRONG.
Information about Incline Village 
General Improvement District you 
won’t hear anywhere else. 
We dissect and explain the goings-on of the Incline Village 
Improvement District through research and study. Our stories contain 
in-depth analysis with important details in order that you can have  
reasonable knowledge on IVGID actions. 

New stories appear weekly and cover a wide range of subjects like 
budgets, meetings, spending, long range plans and topics you care 
about. We sprinkle a little sarcasm here and there and of course give 
our opinion. Several stories have been posted in the past which you 
may find interesting. 

Clifford F. Dobler and Linda Newman, both Incline Village residents 
for over 20 years, are the journalists and have spent nearly four 
years combing through IVGID data. We hope you will find the stories 
interesting and provocative.

 Visit Our Village Voice and get viewpoints other than those generated 
by IVGID’s senior management and legal counsel.

Your comments are welcome and we will respond immediately to any 
questions.

stay informed and up to date

Your local source for  
truth and transparency

Our Village Voice
facebook.com/ourinclinevillagecrystalbayvoice
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EVENT FUND REQUIREMENTS

Non-profit Organization or Beneficiary
Aligns with Truckee Core Value s

Engages Truckee Community
Takes Place in Truckee in 2018

TRUCKEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

TRUCKEE CORE VALUES
EVENT FUND

Learn more! Apply October 17–November 9, 2018.
www.truckee.com/corevaluesfund

alex mourelatos
“I am passionate about the quality of life experiences 
those who live in and visit our region enjoy. I believe 
rate payers deserve more value and that it is time for 
inclusive, collaborative NTPUD Board leadership 
that puts community first. Learn more about why I’m 
running for NTPUD Board: alex4ntpud.com.”

NOrth tahOe public utility district (2 seats) tahOe city public utility district 
(2 seats)

lane lewis — incumbent
“I want to hand over to the next generation an 
NTPUD that is fiscally sound, with adequate reserves, 
facilities that are state of the art, infrastructure that 
has been rehabilitated, recreational amenities that are 
beautiful, well-maintained, and first rate.”

dan wilkins — incumbent
“In the 12 years I’ve been on the PUD board, we’ve acquired over 
$26 million in outside funding to pay for improved fire suppres-
sion and recreation in the Tahoe City PUD service area. This has 
included the purchase of the Tahoe City Golf Course, completion 
of the Tahoe City Winter Sports Park and ice rink, and construc-
tion of the West Shore trails in Homewood and Meeks Bay.”

pippin mader
“As a board member I will seek community input, 
protect working families, and prioritize environ-
mental concerns while preserving recreational 
opportunities for future generations.”

sue daniels — incumbent
“I have reinstated the local recreation commission to keep local 
citizens involved with park decisions. I have insisted on an ad hoc 
committee which allowed local residents to make recommendations 
regarding the future of our North Tahoe Event Center operations, 
and I will keep our events center, beaches, boat ramps, and other 
park amenities open and affordable to all our residents.”

John pang — incumbent
“I’m asking for your support for a second term — 
thank you for voting me in for my first term four years 
ago. I’d like to represent your interest in providing 
great parks and rec services, quality water, and ensur-
ing the poop flows downhill through those pipes.”

chose not to participate: gail scoville
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danielle hughes
“I think we need to focus on evacuation strategies and infrastruc-
ture. The North Tahoe Fire Protection District has a significant 
portion of the lakeshore and they’re the only fire district without 
a fire boat, so I’d like to work with them to obtain one and 
actually develop some communication networks for them.”

NOrth tahOe fire prOtectiON district (2 seats)

iNcliNe village geNeral imprOvemeNt district (2 seats)

heidi doyle
“I believe that first class emergency services and wildfire 
preparation are essential public amenities for our 
West Shore and North Tahoe communities. I will be a 
prudent steward of our tax dollars and will work hard 
on your behalf.”

Nathan chorey
“If elected I will use my experience working with the 
many special districts to foster an environment of 
collaboration to the benefit and improved safety of 
the community.”

bruce simonian
“I’m excited to be working again with the board, 
having previously served from 2010 to 2014. Current 
projects include the Diamond Peak Master Plan, the 
Community Services Master Plan, and the Effluent 
Pipeline going down highway 28.”

sara schmitz
“My goals are to deliver on the priorities of our 
residents, putting our community first, implementing 
fiscal responsibility and accountability, and to instill an 
environment of openness and transparency in our local 
government.”

tim callicrate — incumbent
“It’s time that we, the citizens, take back our board, 
redirect the district and focus in on what it is the 
citizenry and the tax paying electorate wants for 
Incline Village and Crystal Bay.”

chose not to participate: kendra wong — incumbent

chose not to participate: steven hook
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1 Canyon Springs Developer Withdraws
TRUCKEE
Christopher “Chip” Huck has announced that the 
Canyon Springs Joint Venture and the Curtis Family 
Trust are withdrawing the Canyon Springs project 
application from the Town of Truckee. The pro-
posed project adjacent to Glenshire included 203 
lots, 60 of which were designated for “achievable 
housing,” and over 150 acres of public open space 
with trails. “The project is planned and designed 
to conform to the current property zoning and the 
General Plan,” Huck said, “but obviously there 
was quite a bit of concern and controversy. Our 
town, along with many other communities, is facing 
serious housing concerns that impact the very fabric 
of our community. We are supportive of the General 
Plan update process that the Town of Truckee is 
working on. This process will hopefully address 
these issues through public input, and arrive at a 
community consensus for the future direction of our 
town as a whole.” The site is nearly 300 acres and 
is one of the largest remaining developable sites 
within town boundaries.
 

2 New Bill Protects Homeowners Following 
Wildfire
CALIFORNIA
On Sept. 21 Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law 
Senate Bill 824, which will expand insurance 
protections for homeowners following a wildfire 
disaster. SB 824 prohibits insurance companies from 
canceling or not renewing any homeowner policies 
for one year within a declared emergency area. It 
also orders insurance companies to report detailed 
wildfire risk data to the Department of Insurance, 
in order to give a full picture of the insurance 
market in an era of increasing wildfires. The hope 
is that it will serve to slow the pace of nonrenew-
als and extend existing renewal protections to 
homeowners.

3 Arrests Made in Arson Fires  
CALIFORNIA
In September, CAL FIRE investigators arrested 
Kyle Jeptha Bridgman of Lincoln for deliberately 
setting five fires in the Lincoln area of Placer 
County between June 19 and Aug. 3, 2017. While 
investigating Bridgman in August, the team identi-
fied another arsonist, culminating in the arrest of 
Gregory Scott Courtney of Yuba City. Bridgman was 
arrested and booked into Placer County Jail. Bail is 
set at $160,000.

4 Railyard Development Update
TRUCKEE
Over the past five months, the Truckee Railyard has 
completed most of Phase 1 infrastructure improve-
ments. By November, all roadways, parking lots, 
and sidewalks are expected to be complete. Phase 
1 landscaping will resume in the spring of 2019. On 
the vertical front, development applications were 
submitted for a grocery store, Artist Lofts housing, 
and the Truckee Art Haus. Truckee Development 
Associates is also working on a modified plan for 
the Truckee Rail House for which the developers 
hope to submit an application in early 2019. In 

summer of 2019, vertical construction is anticipated to com-
mence on the Truckee Artist Lofts and Truckee Art Haus. With 
the recent California Public Utilities Commission’s approval 
of the three at-grade crossings of the balloon track, Truckee 
Development Associates will begin on Phase 2 of the Railyard 
which will allow for development within the balloon in 2019. 
 

5 Squaw Transportation Micro-District Commences 
Collections
OLYMPIC VALLEY
 At the end of August, the Placer County Board of Supervisors 
approved the formation of the Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows 
Micro Mass Transit District, which will impose a 1 percent 

assessment fee on lodging, and possibly 
on day-use ski tickets, in order to fund 
the cost of “micro transit,” an on-demand 
shuttle service. Collection of the fee 
began Oct. 1, and as currently estimated, 
$465,000 per year in revenue will be 
generated. There is also a potential 
annual assessment from Squaw Valley Ski 
Holdings LLC of 1 percent of its day-use 
ski lift ticket sales, estimated in the 
proposed transportation district manage-
ment plan to be $250,000 per year.
 

6 Tahoe Conservancy Receives $1.7 
Million from Fish and Wildlife
LAKE TAHOE
The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has awarded $1.7 million to the 
California Tahoe Conservancy to help 
fund the restoration of the Upper Truckee 
Marsh, the largest remaining wetland in 
the Sierra Nevada. Development in the 
last century destroyed half of the Upper 
Truckee Marsh and left the Upper Truckee 
River channelized near its mouth at Lake 
Tahoe. Today, the river delivers more fine 
sediment to Lake Tahoe than any other 
tributary in the Basin, jeopardizing the 
lake’s famed clarity. The conservancy 
will begin construction on the $9 million 
Upper Truckee Marsh restoration project 
in 2019.
 

7School District Receives National 
Recognition for Sustainability Efforts
TRUCKEE
The U.S. Department of Education 
announced this spring that Tahoe 
Truckee Unified School District (TTUSD) 
is a 2018 Green Ribbon School District 
Sustainability Awardee. In September 
Anna Klovstad, project manager at the 
TTUSD, traveled to Washington DC with 
Robert Leri, superintendent and chief 
learning officer for TTUSD and Missy 
Mohler, executive director of Sierra 
Watershed Education Partnerships, to 
receive the award. TTUSD is one of only 
six school districts in the United States, 
and the only school district in California, 
to receive this prestigious national rec-
ognition for its sustainability efforts. The 
U.S. Department of Education is honoring 
Tahoe/Truckee for innovative efforts to 
reduce environmental impact and utility 
costs; improve health and wellness of 
schools, students, and staff; and ensure 
effective sustainability education. 
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MEEKS BAY: The proposed project area encompasses 
approximately 68 acres and includes Meeks Creek, Meeks Marina, 
Meeks Bay Resort, and Meeks Bay Campground. courtesy photos

4
INFRASTRUCTURE: By November, all roadways, parking lots, and 
sidewalks for the Truckee Railyard are expected to be complete, 
and the developer expects to go vertical in summer 2019.  

NEVADA COUNTY

NEWS
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NOW HIRING:
BUS DRIVER – II

Placer County is hiring Bus Drivers for Tahoe Area 
Regional Transit(TART).

These permanent & temporary positions will drive 
fixed-route bus services which operate 7 days a week, 

including all holidays.
SALARY: $20.23 – $24.59/hr

+ additional $825/mth Tahoe Branch Pay
EEO

Submit application at
JobsAtPlacerCounty.com

MOUNTAIN HARDWARE
SAVEMART
SAFEWAY

THE STORE
& ONLINE AT

www.ExinEd.org

DININGFOR

SCHOOLS

$50 entitles the holder to
50%off any individual

dinner entree at over 40
local restaurants.

Over 40 restaurants
participating

All proceeds benefit
Excellence in Education

Foundation

CARDS CAN BE
PURCHASED

AT THE FOLLOWING
LOCATIONS:

2018
CARDS 

ON SALE
NOW!

8 Tahoe Economic Summit
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
On Friday, Oct. 19, the Tahoe 
Prosperity Center will host 
the second annual Tahoe 
Economic Summit at Lake 
Tahoe Resort Hotel in South 
Lake Tahoe. The theme for 
this year is Transforming 
Tahoe. Tahoe Prosperity 
Center is bringing community 
leaders together around the 
goal of improving Tahoe’s 
regional economy. The sum-
mit will provide opportunities 
for attendees to network and 
share ideas about how to 
“Transform Tahoe” positively. 
The summit will deliver: 
information on regional and 
national economic issues that 
impact the local economy; 
expert speakers on topics 
ranging from housing, 
innovative economy, and 
workforce development; 
discussion around Tahoe’s 
individual communities’ strat-
egies to address these issues; 
and learning through sharing 
adaptation approaches and 
successes. Info: tahoeeco-
nomicsummit.org
 

9 Meeks Bay Restoration 
Project Solicits Public 
Input
MEEKS BAY
The U.S. Forest Service 
Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit (LTBMU) 
hosted a public tour to 
announce the proposed 
action and public comment 
period for the Meeks Bay 
Restoration Project on 
Oct. 10. The proposed 
project area encompasses 
approximately 68 acres 
and includes Meeks Creek, 
Meeks Marina, Meeks Bay 
Resort and Meeks Bay 
Campground. The purpose 
of the project is to move 
the Meeks Creek stream 
channel and wetland/
lagoon below state route 
89 to a more natural condi-
tion, and proposed action 
includes invasive species 
eradication, removal of 
the marina infrastructure, 
reconstruction of the 
dock and campground, 
enhanced interpretation 
and recreation installa-
tions, and more. Info: 
fs.usda.gov/Internet/
FSE_DOCUMENTS/
fseprd595196.pdf 

10 Help Celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of the 
Transcontinental Railroad
TRUCKEE
The 150th Anniversary of the 
Transcontinental Railroad 
Golden Spike Celebration 
occurs next year on May 
10. The local railroad and 
historical societies are going 
to celebrate the event and 
recall how it all got started 
with the Transcontinental 
Railroad. The groups invited 
the public to discuss how 
best to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of the Golden 
Spike on Oct. 10. They hope 
to organize a summer-long 
series of events/activities 
next year in order to support 
the local economy and also 
tell the stories of Truckee’s 
past so that history comes 
alive for today’s and tomor-
row’s generations. Info: 
cmortier@truckeehistory.org

11 Town Selects General 
Plan Advisory Committee 
Members
TRUCKEE
The town has begun the 
two- to three-year process 
to update the 2025 General 
Plan, with a 2040 version, and 
recently selected members 
to serve on the general plan 
advisory committee — tasked 
with making recommenda-
tions on amendments to the 
Truckee General Plan to the 
planning commission and 
town council. On Sept. 11 
the town council approved 
the members: Seana Doherty, 
Stacy Caldwell, David Horan, 
Jan Holan, Paco Lindsay, 
Chelsea Waltersheid, Meg 
Urie Rab, Tom Just, Jim 
Winterberger, Andie Keith, 
Kathleen Eagan, Ravn 
Whitington, Keri Hamby, 

Alexis Ollar, Summer Hatcher, 
Isabella Terrazas, Brian Wolfe, 
Paul Curtis, Anna Klovstad, 
Erin de Lafontaine, and 
Heather Urrea Sullivan. 
 

12 South Lake Supports 
City-Wide Housing Program
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
On Sept. 19 the South Lake 
Tahoe City Council unani-
mously approved allocating 
funds to support a city-wide 
housing program based on 
identified resident and work-
force needs. Development 
services director Kevin 
Fabino described this initia-
tive as a two-step process. 
Step one will allow the city 
to determine the income 
group(s) that are in most 
need of housing and the 
mix of units that best meet 
their needs. In step two, the 
city will retain consulting 
assistance to effectively use 
“program income” to sup-
port a new housing program. 
Info: tahoechamber.org 

 
Kurt Althof Leaves 
the TCPUD
TAHOE CITY
Tahoe City Public Utility 
District Management 
Analyst Kurt Althof left 
his role at the district as 
of Sept. 21 and is moving 
over to Liberty Utilities. 
He will be responsible 
for communications 
and media relations 
with Liberty Utilities and 
anticipates a continued 
working relationship with 
the district.

MOVING IN, 
MOVING UP, 
MOVING ON

NEWS

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

OFFERING SNOW REMOVAL
Walkways 0 Stairs 0 Decks 

Hot Tub 0 Berms with  
Handcrews & Snowblowers
Commercial & Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372
You dream it. We make it happen.
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I had outpatient knee surgery 
for ACL reconstruction at 
Barton Memorial Hospital, and 
while Healthcare Bluebook 
puts the total cost for this 
procedure at $20,000, my 
bills came to about $70,000. 
I feel that bills like this are 
outrageous and the reason 
why insurance premiums are 
so high. Why is this surgery so 
expensive in South Lake Tahoe?

Barton Health provides a state-of-
the-art, acute care environment to 
all patients in the South Lake Tahoe 
region. Services run the gamut — from 
routine inpatient care to Level III 
trauma services, ensuring everyone has 
access to high level medical care 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year.

Barton Memorial Hospital charges fall 
in the mid-range when compared to 
California hospitals in the Sacramento/
Lake Tahoe region. A third party 
provides this comparison to the health 
system.

Healthcare pricing is complex and takes 
into account:

•  California hospitals must meet 
California regulatory requirements, 
which are more stringent and costly 
than other states’ regulations. 

•  As higher levels of care increase, so do 
costs. This is mainly due to expensive 
diagnostic equipment, on-site lab 
services, blood storage, and specialized 
care providers. A Level III Trauma 
Center requires this level of care to 
ensure best outcomes for patients in 
their time of need.

•  California hospital “charges” are a 
function of reimbursement rates 
from insurance companies. Hospitals 
are not paid “charges.” They are 
paid significantly less based on 
reimbursement rates. As an example, 
MediCal reimburses hospitals 20 
to 25 cents on the dollar for care 
provided. The Healthcare Bluebook 
estimates “costs,” which are different 
than “charges” and different than 
“reimbursement rates.”

Barton recognizes the importance 
of ensuring services are affordable 
and accessible in a rural community. 
Financial aid is available to those 
who qualify as well as payment plans 
allowing patients to spread payments 
over time interest-free. 

As a nonprofit, community hospital, 
Barton is committed to taking care 
of the health of the community 
regardless of ability to pay. Meeting 
that need can be challenging; 
however, providing depth of services 
is important to keep our community 
healthy.

For more information about Barton 
Health, please email publicrelations@
bartonhealth.org.

~ Mindi Befu, director of marketing, 
public relations and patient experience, 
Barton Memorial Hospital

I am wondering about the 
Truckee Donner Land Trust 
and their use of acquired land 
for their personal and “big 
donor” use. Webber lake 
has a cordoned off camping 
area that is not open to the 
public but is reserved. Please 
explain this.

The Truckee Donner Land Trust 
appreciates the reader's interest 
in Webber Lake, and Moonshine 
for giving us the opportunity to 
respond. The camping area in 
question is a group campsite we’re 
finishing up to fully open to the 
public next year. It was also used to 
accommodate groups ranging from 
Boy Scouts to Wounded Warriors 
this summer. We’ve been adding and 

fine-tuning aspects of the Webber 
Lake Campground since opening last 
summer, and the group campground 
will be on our online reservation 
system next season at tdlandtrust.
org. Those interested in reserving 
this fall can contact the Land Trust 
at (530) 582-4711. 

~ Greyson Howard, communications 
marketing director, Truckee Donner 
Land Trust

It seems that the Town 
of Truckee and the police 
department have been 
lackadaisical about ticketing 
people who are parked in the 
bike lanes around Truckee 
and Donner, and it's causing 
a hazard for cyclists. Does the 
town have any plan to start 
addressing this?

Thanks for your question. Bike lane 
violations are actually the most 
enforced parking violation outside 
of the downtown parking area. From 
June 1 to date, officers, including the 
chief of police, have issued 79 bike 
lane violation citations. The police 
department also works with the 
town’s public works department to 
ensure the bike lane lines are some 
of the first painted at the beginning 
of the season. Even though this is 
one of our most heavily enforced 
violations, we do still miss some. 
We encourage the community to call 
in violations when you see them to 
police dispatch at (530) 550-2320.

~ Dan Olsen, support services manager, 
Town of Truckee Police Department 

You Asked.
They Answered.

HOSPITAL MARKUPS; PARKING IN THE BIKE LANE;  
AND CAMPING OFF LIMITS

IN MY LANE: Truckee police say that bike lane 
violations are the most enforced violation outside of 
the downtown parking area. Some still fall through the 
cracks. Photo by Leigh Dexter/Moonshine Ink

NEWS
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B r e a k i n g  G r o u n d  o n  a  B u d ge t

Opening a business is obviously a huge 
undertaking, but in Tahoe, the barrier to 
entry is even higher. Rent is high, good 
help is hard to find (and keep), and the 
customer base fluctuates with the sea-

sons. Some 
clever local 
business 
owners have 

found a way around these obstacles, 
however, opting instead to share retail 
space, operate on an adjusted schedule, 
or pop up for limited engagements. 
These entrepreneurs have found success 
by bending the rules and changing 
the norms of what it means to run a 
business.

TACOS HERRERA
Tacos Herrera may have just made 
their mark on Tahoe this past summer, 
but their signature recipe — they only 
serve one type of taco — has deep 
roots. Fernando Herrera, who owns the 
taqueria with his sister, Isabel, said that 
his father, Jose, developed the recipe 
more than 40 years ago in Mexico. 
His father owned a meat shop, and his 
unfettered access to all cuts of meat 
led him to begin experimenting, and 
eventually develop the beef cheek taco 
recipe that Donner Lake frequenters 
now line up for twice a week.

When Fernando and his sister knew 

they wanted to open a restaurant, 
they quickly realized that finding an 
affordable location would be challenging 
in Tahoe. Then Isabel saw an online 
advertisement posted by the owner of 
Little Truckee Ice Creamery, offering 
a part time rental of his kitchen. Tacos 
Herrera opened in April, and it turned 
out to be the perfect partnership.

“We were going to just make to-go 
tacos,” Herrera said. “Slowly as time 
went, people were asking ‘can we sit and 
eat?" Then people who came for tacos 
would get ice cream, and people who 
came for ice cream would get tacos. It 
was a great idea; we help each other out 
with customers.”

The business is still in its infancy, but 
things are going well enough that they 
will stay open through the winter, 
maintaining the Monday and Friday 
schedule. Fernando said the upside to 
their arrangement is that the risk of 
being new business owners is much 
lower for them than had they taken over 
an entire space requiring a full schedule 
and staff. For now, they can rely on the 
help of their sizable and very involved 
family, who trade time boxing up tacos 
and steaming tortillas for a hearty plate 
of the beloved family recipe.

BLUEFISH POKE
Raw fish … from a liquor store? That 
was the first thought for many when 
they saw Bluefish Poke open in Sips 
liquor store in Tahoe City this past June. 

“The funny thing is, in Hawai'i it’s 
completely common,” said owner Lorne 
Calhoun. “That’s where you get your 
poke, at the back of the local market or 
gas station.”

Calhoun has owned Sips for five years, 
but said he and his wife wanted to 
branch out into food service and create 
a new “fast, casual, and tasty” option 
for Tahoe City. Lorne said his wife, 
Michiko, is Japanese and has a passion 
for making sushi and fish. Choosing 
to serve poke bowls was the perfect 
outlet for her to expand on her culinary 
experience and create a unique offering 
for the area. 

Bluefish gives customers a completely 
customizable experience, starting with 
a base of rice or greens, followed by 

your choice of a variety of fish, meat, or 
tofu, finished with a long list of possible 
toppings, from veggies to sauces. The 
growth they’ve seen has been “100 
percent word-of-mouth,” Calhoun said. 

He says location and staffing are the 
toughest parts of running a business in 
Tahoe. To keep good workers, Calhoun 
believes in providing his staff with the 
same hours year round, rather than 
fluctuating schedules seasonally, even 
if it means he loses money in fall and 
spring. So, by utilizing Sips’ building 
and staff in creating Bluefish, they made 
efficient use of their existing resources, 
a unique advantage that put them ahead 
of where most new businesses have to 
begin.

A DRAGONFLY REBORN
Billy McCullough may have sold his 
Truckee restaurant Dragonfly four 
years ago, but that doesn’t mean he’s 
left the culinary world behind. After 
13 years on the daily grind of being a 
restaurant chef and owner, McCullough 
has found continued success in an 
array of food-related projects. He 
consults with restaurants on everything 
from menu development to décor. He 
partnered with a friend that organizes 
outdoor corporate retreats and gets to 
cook for those groups in epic locales 
like Yosemite. And, he still brings his 
favorite dishes to hungry crowds in 
Truckee. McCullough hosted a noodle 
bowl pop-up at Alibi Ale Works’ Truckee 
Public House last March, during which 

he sold 500 meals in just a few hours. It 
was such a success he will be hosting a 
similar event on Oct. 25.

“It’s a great way to be creative and not 
have the stress of the overhead and staff 
and all that stuff,” McCullough said of 
his many endeavors.

Looking at the current local restaurant 
industry, he is sometimes envious for 
the business potential that exists now in 
what he describes as a strong economy 
in the area. But McCullough also knows 
the toll that lifestyle has on a person. 
He said he didn’t realize how draining it 
was, not only for him but for his family, 
until he got out. 

“You’re beholden to so many things 
not in your control; the weather, the 
labor pool,” McCullouh said. “It’s tough 
especially in an area where it’s challeng-
ing to live. You can only charge so much 
for food, but it’s hard for workers to live 
off $14 to $15 per hour.”

He knows that his reputation in the 
community has helped him find success 
on an atypical path, but he does think 
that there are opportunities for food 
entrepreneurs who are willing to think 
outside the box, and who have a differ-
ent product to bring the community.

“What I feel Truckee lacks is diversity 
in types of food, and that’s where other 
chefs and businesses could start in this 
pop-up world,” McCullough said. 

BILLY MCCULLOUGH hosting a noodle bowl pop-up at Alibi Ale Works’ Truckee Public House last 
March, during which he sold 500 meals in just a few hours. Photo courtesy Alibi Ale Works

BY ALEX SPYCHALSKY
Moonshine Ink

Local entrepreneurs are scaling back to  
get new ideas off the ground

TACOS HERRERA Fernando and Isabela’s 
father Jose developed the recipe more than 
40 years ago in Mexico. He personally crafted 
the beef cheek taco recipe that Donner Lake 
frequenters now line up for twice a week. 
Photo courtesy Fernando Herrera

NEWS
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1 Ice Axe Foundation Launches  
Ice Axe Impact School
TRUCKEE
The Ice Axe Foundation announced the launch of the Ice 
Axe Impact School on Oct. 1, an educational platform 
formed to facilitate transformational experiences for 
students and active learners across the globe. The Ice 
Axe Impact School has been many years in the making 
and was founded by Douglas Stoup, one of the world’s 
foremost polar explorers. Stoup has partnered with 
global expedition guide and educator Brennan Lagasse 
to lead the Ice Axe Impact School. Lagasse has taught 
at the high school and collegiate levels, imparting his 
students with a holistic understanding of sustainability 
that intersects political, economic, social, cultural, and 
environmental issues. The Ice Axe Impact School will 
formally launch operations this October with an expedi-
tionary, experiential field course to the Brazilian Amazon 
to work with members of the local Desano tribe. Info: 
iceimpactschool.com

2 Eco-Dry Cleaning & Laundry  
Opens in Truckee
TRUCKEE
VayaClean Eco-Dry Cleaning and Laundry announced 
the opening of its second store in the Tahoe Basin on 
Sept. 10 at 11429 Donner Pass Road in the Westgate 
Center, next to Wild Cherries Coffee House and Bakery. 
VayaClean is a Tahoe-based, locally-owned and -oper-
ated company with a production facility in South Lake 
Tahoe. The business is dedicated to strict eco-standards, 
using 100 percent nontoxic, biodegradable solvents to 
clean everything from fine clothing and technical equip-
ment, to home textiles and wedding gowns. VayaClean 
is currently open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Info: vayaclean.com

3 $50,000 in Event Funding Available
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
The North Lake Tahoe Resort Association (NLTRA) has 
announced its 2019 Special Event Partnership Funding 
cycle. NLTRA facilitates this program for annual special 
events in the North Lake Tahoe region. The total amount 
of funding available, among all recipients collectively, is 
$50,000. Applications will be accepted for events in the 
2019 calendar year and need to be submitted no later 
than Nov. 2. Funding will be awarded in early December 
after recommendations are accepted by the NLTRA 
board of directors. Info: amber@gotahoenorth.com

4 New Truckee 
Dining Option, The 
Station
TRUCKEE
The Station, a Truckee 
eatery, has opened on 
West River Street in the 
old Union Pacific Railroad 
building. The business 
was founded in effort to 
create healthy, quick, and 
affordable menu offerings 
for Truckee. Owner and 
chef Danny McCabe has 
created a spread of bowls, 
sandwiches, and salads — 
anything can be made into 
a wrap as well. The Station 
is open Tuesday through 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
and Sunday 11 a.m. until 
closing. Info: truckeesta-
tion.com

5 FiftyFifty Production Facility Opens
TRUCKEE
The popular brewery opened a production facility on 
West River Street last year, and now that it has been 
fully established, invited guests to a grand opening in 
mid September. FiftyFifty now distributes beer to 22 
states and 13 countries made in a 30-barrel brewing 
system at the facility. In September, FiftyFifty Brewing 
Co. was also named brewery group of the year at the 
2018 Great American Beer Festival. Info: fiftyfiftybrew-
ing.com

6 Community Soup Night to Host a  
Three-Night Fall Series
TRUCKEE
Slow Food Lake Tahoe and Tahoe Food Hub are pre-
senting another series of Community Soup Nights that 
began in September and will continue through October. 
Community Soup Night has been an ongoing tradition in 
the local Truckee/Tahoe community, with an event series 
during the spring and fall seasons. Each event partners 
with a local establishment that donates its space and 
time for community building and helping further a more 
sustainable food community. Upcoming events will to be 
held Oct. 11 at Tahoe Donner Alder Creek Adventure 
Center, and Oct. 23 at 
bigtruck in the Pioneer 
Commerce Center, both 
in Truckee, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

7 Hotel Avery 
Project Back on the 
Drawing Board
TRUCKEE
The Hotel Avery is a 
proposed boutique hotel 
at the northwest side 
of South River Street 
and Brockway Road 
in Historic Downtown 
Truckee. The project will 
include a 32,790-square-
foot, 21-room hotel, 
with five one-bedroom 
and four two-bedroom 
condos. Plans also 
include an upscale 
riverfront restaurant on 

the ground level featuring a warm and inviting indoor 
dining area with a see-through fireplace, private meet-
ing space and outdoor dining overlooking the river. A 
previous 48,064-square-foot iteration of Hotel Avery 
was approved on Nov. 12, 2008, but expired in 2016. 
This most recent set of plans was submitted at the end 
of August.

8 Mark Tanner Construction  
Goes Modular
TRUCKEE
Mark Tanner is an avid proponent of elevating building 
trends and has identified his newest building endeavor 
serving as the onsite contractor to receive and fin-
ish modular, prefabricated homes built in a factory. 
Tanner was hired as the general contractor by Nakoma 
Resorts in Clio, where his team laid the foundation and 
oversaw the setting of modular models ranging from 
800 to 2,600 square feet, made by Method Homes of 
Washington state. The new units are currently on the 
market, listed with Dickson Realty and are options for 
young families seeking sleek, comfortable, efficient, and 
affordable second homes set in a forested, mountain 
landscape, located an hour north of Truckee. Tanner’s 
team used similar modular units within Truckee’s Martis 
Camp community and pays special attention to detail at 
each individual build site.

9 Reno’s Gone Crackers
RENO
The largest gluten-free, organic food manufacturing 
facility in the world is located right here in Reno. Mary's 
Gone Crackers will be holding a ribbon cutting celebra-
tion at its 450,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art building 
to officially welcome the business to the Biggest Little 
City. The event will be held Oct. 15 from 3 to 6 p.m. at 
9480 N. Virginia St. 

10 Evant Productions Moves in with 
InnerRhythms
TRUCKEE
Evant Productions has a new home at InnerRhythms 
School of Performing Arts. The shared space now 
offers classes in tech theater and music production 
along with the existing dance classes. The space 
also contains Truckee’s first storefront professional 
recording studio, and a small “Black Box” perfor-
mance space. Both rental of studio time and the new 
“Black Box” space are now available. InnerRhythms 
has offered all types of dance with countless years of 
experience among the instruction staff and is excited 
for this new venture with Evant Productions. Info: 
dannysturtevant.com

RECORDING: The new Evant Productions space at InnerRythyms contains Truckee’s first storefront 
professional recording studio, and a small “Black Box” performance space. Courtesy photos

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press 
releases. Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS

AVERY: A previous 48,064-square-foot iteration of Hotel Avery was approved on Nov. 12, 2008, 
but expired in 2016. This most recent set of plans was submitted at the end of August. 
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*Includes Northstar  **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single family homes for sale as of 10/1/18

Including 27 Tahoe Lakefronts

9943

36

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT
Single family homes pending as of 10/1/18

Including 5 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*        North & West Shores**        Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single family homes sold 
September 2018

MEDIAN PRICE Single family homes 
median September 2018

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $688K

You can buy a Truckee condo for half the median home price. See page 36. 

† Kings Beach  = $298,000; Emigrant Gap = $140,000

Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the 
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV Banker #1076. Branch NMLS 1314006; Katie Rice 
NMLS 308387. For J.D. Power 2018 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. (18-9559)

The Rice Team 
11050 Pioneer Trail, Ste. 201 | Truckee, CA 96161 
530.582.9991 | teamrice@guildmortgage.net

The Rice Team was ranked Top 1% by 
Mortgage Executive Magazine 2017

Fall in love with your new home!
The Rice Team at Guild Mortgage makes the process of buying a 
home as easy as possible. With personalized service and cutting 
edge technology, your experience will be nothing but the best. 

Proud winners for "Best of North 
Lake Tahoe & Truckee" for 3 
years in a row

T A H O E  /  T R U C K E E
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HOME FRONT

BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!

THREE CONDOS WALKING DISTANCE TO FUN TIMES
BY LE’A GLEASON  |  Moonshine Ink

Welcome to your very own Tahoe lakefront condo. Like beaching it? Check. 
Like coffee? Check. Tahoe House is just a few minutes away on foot (order the 
almond biscotti, just do it). Like shopping for healthy foods from a locally-owned 
natural grocery store? Check! New Moon’s got you covered. When you’re not 

busy walking about, the condo 
itself has a fenced private yard 
with a patio, a bathroom for 
each bedroom, a large storage 
locker, and the complex itself 
features a pier, lakefront pool, 
and tennis courts. Quite the 
amenities. Info: $525,000, 2 
bed, 2 bath, 1,009 square feet, 
300 West Lake Blvd. #84, Tahoe 
City, Coldwell Banker
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Walk to Coffee, Natural Foods, and the Lake

Walk to Groceries, Pizza, and Bougie Garb 

From this Reno townhouse, 
you can walk to Smiling 
With Hope Pizza in just 13 
minutes. Monkey Magazine 
picked this place as the best 
pizza offering in Nevada 
this year, but that’s not all. 
It’s a pizzeria with a cause, 
employing people with 
developmental disabilities 
and it’s on Yelp’s Top 100 
Places to Eat in the US 
list. You can also walk to Ross, Trader Joe’s, Nordstrom Rack, and Whole Foods 
to name a few. But back to the house — 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, updated 
appliances, and a big fireplace. With that amount of space, all those stores in 
walking distance, and what you’ll save on gas, this sounds like a screamin’ deal to 
us.. Info: $499,500, 3 bed, 3 bath, 2,132 square feet, 4970 Plumas St. #202, Reno, 
Northern Nevada Regional MLS
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This 2007-built condo is in 
great shape, with updated 
features like sparkling 
granite tile, and a detached 
garage. At just .7 miles to 
downtown Truckee, you 
can be at Casa Baeza for 
margs by foot in 12 minutes, 
according to our favorite 
mountain guide (Google 
Maps). In all seriousness, we 
hope you walk safely on Jibboom Street, especially in winter. That said, you can 
kiss driving goodbye with the post office, a bookstore, and great food just a few 
minutes’ stroll away. And you won’t ever have to worry about having one more 
drink at Moody’s ever again. Info: $345,000, 2 bed, 1 bath, 861 square feet, 10363 
Stoneridge Dr. #202, Truckee, Tahoe Mountain Realty

Walk to Downtown Truckee
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With housing prices high, one of the best ways to save a few bucks and minimize 
your impact is to choose to live somewhere you can walk to town. From these three 
lovely condos, you can walk to bars, shops, restaurants, and more, and feel good 
about the exercise you’re getting, too. 

Did you know 
that you can 
still buy some-
thing in this 
area for under 
$300,000? 
Right now, 
there are 25 
properties 
listed in the 
Tahoe Sierra 

Multiple Listing Service for 
$300,000 or less.  
There is a Kings Run studio condo 
in Kings Beach for $175,000, a 
one-bedroom Dollar Hill condo in 
Tahoe City for $265,000, a two-
bedroom single family home in 
Kings Beach for $265,900, and a 
one-bedroom Ski Bowl condo with 
loft and garage in Tahoe Donner 
for $299,900. Are any of these 
your dream home? Maybe, maybe 
not. But why pay rent if you can 
pay a mortgage? Wouldn’t you 
rather own your own place? Most 
people would say yes.  

Some say, “I don’t have the 20 
percent down payment.” Well, 

you might not need it. There are 
local lender programs available 
today that allow you to purchase 
with as little as 3 percent down. 
Others say, “I don’t have perfect 
credit.” Talk to a local lender 
about your specific situation. What 
do you have to lose? You can find 
out quickly if you can qualify to 
purchase something now, or the 
lender can set you on the path to 
homeownership in the near future. 

Downsizing from your current 
rental and paying more for a 
mortgage than your current rent 
are both likely. But you don’t have 
to live in what you buy forever. 
It could even become your own 
rental property. You also may find 
that homeownership isn’t for you 
after giving it a whirl. It’s not the 
same as calling your landlord if 
something breaks. As long as you 
hold onto the property for two 
years as your primary residence, 
you can sell it after that and move 
on. Don’t you owe it to yourself to 
find out if homeownership is right 
for you? 

THE NITTY 
GRITTY 
By Nancy Costello 
and Bill Kenny

Maybe You Can Afford It
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Crafting is my  
meditation. 
The act of 

creating something 
useful and beauti-
ful — with your 
own two hands and 
creative mind — is 
so satisfying and 
peaceful. So now 

that summer has come to a close — the 
shadows longer, daylight shorter, and 
more time to be spent indoors — fall 
is a season for crafting and creating. 
Together with Atelier Truckee, here is a 
collection of fall-inspired crafts. 

SPOON CARVING is an activity that 
allows for creativity, leading to a piece 
of beautiful and functional art. “This is 
a great activity for families. After each 
creating a handcrafted spoon, everyone 
can enjoy a cup of soup together. A 
perfect fall craft,” said Kelly Wallis, 
workshop manager.

Start with a pre-cut wooden spoon. 
Draw the shape of your spoon, mark-
ing places you want to cut out. Second, 
use a gouge to hollow out the bowl, of 
your spoon. Rotate the spoon as you 
carve the bowl, being careful not to 
create the bowl too deep. Third, start 
with the body and carve toward the 
handle. It’s best to shave off bit-by-bit 
(using care to not take off too large 
of pieces), which will make sanding 
easier. Fourth, once you’ve shaved the 
spoon to your desired shape and feel, 
begin by sanding. Start with 60 grit, 
progressively working your down to 
220. Now, enjoy a cup of soup (p. 47) 
with your new, handcrafted spoon. 

CHUNKY KNITTING is totally in. 
Instead of paying big bucks for a 
blanket or scarf, do it yourself! If you 

have basic knitting knowledge and 
a blustery afternoon, this is an easy, 
affordable activity with a unique and 
chic outcome. And since you’ll be 
using larger needles and yarn, chunky 
knitting is a quick activity.

MAKE A BLANKET:
12 to 14 balls of wool yarn, each roll 
100g by 50m (similar yarn can be 
found at Atelier in Truckee) 

Size 50mm knitting needles (circular 
cable needles will get the job done) 

Start by combining two strands of wool 
together (for extra chunkiness), cast 
on 32 stiches. Knit four then purl four 
stiches until end of row. Continue until 
blanket reaches 50 inches long. And 
voila! You have a 4-square-foot ribbed 
blanket. Pattern by Lynn from Design 
The Life You Want to Live. 

CREATING CYANOTYPES is a 
unique way to preserve your nature 
findings, using the sunlight to create 
a lasting print. “This is another great 
activity we recommend for families,” 
said Wallis. “Take an afternoon to 
gather pieces of fall — leaves, sticks, 
and wood — then make something 
beautiful out of it.”

CYANOTYPE KIT 
(Potassium ferricyanide  
and ferric ammonium citrate) 

LARGE DISPOSABLE CONTAINER 

1 YARD OF 100 PERCENT 
COTTON FABRIC

LEAVES, PLANTS, OR OTHER 
FLAT OBJECTS

RUBBER GLOVES

EMPTY PHOTO FRAME 

Measure your piece of fabric so 
that it is a few inches larger than 
your glass sheet (from the empty 
photo frame). Stuff fabric into your 
container. Then, put on the rubber 
gloves and mix equal parts of the 
potassium ferricyanide and ferric 
ammonium citrate (in cyanotype 
kit) together in a different dispos-
able container. Next, pour the 
solution over your fabric. Soak it 
for a minute then remove. Hang 

the fabric to dry in a dark space 
overnight. Then, lay out the backing 
board in a shaded room, placing 
fabric on top. Arrange your leaves, 
flowers, and other findings. Place 
in photo frame. Take the assembly 
outside into direct sunlight. Expose 
anywhere from 30 minutes to an 
hour. Rinse fabric in cool water 
afterward. When finished, hang to 
dry. ~ Instructions from  
apartmenttherapy.com 

GET CRAFTY: (Left and center) Make your own wooden spoon and cyanotype. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink CHUNKY KNITTING Photo courtesy Atelier 
Truckee.

Crafting

SPACE IT UP!
By Jamie Wanzek

Fall  

is  

For
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Want to Lower Your  
Natural Gas Bill?

Each additional person beyond 8 - $8,640
*Household income levels establish qualification for the program.

Income levels are effective through May 31, 2019. 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME GUIDELINES*

Number of Persons
Living in My Home

1-2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Total Combined Annual
Income from ALL Sources

$32,920
$41,560
$50,200
$58,840
$67,480
$76,120
$84,760

Please visit swgas.com/caassist or call us  
at 877-860-6020 for more information.

You may also qualify for the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program, which 
provides a 20% discount on your monthly gas bill. Please review the chart below.

Whether you own or rent your home, Southwest Gas income-qualified customers 
may be eligible for the following energy efficient home improvements at no cost 
to you, through the Energy Savings Assistance Program.

 • Energy education and home assessment 
 • Energy efficient showerheads
 • Ceiling and floor insulation 

 • Door weather-stripping
 • Minor home repairs 
 • And much more!

SOUTHWEST GAS

HOME FRONT

TIMING THE SALE
What’s the 

best time 
to buy or sell 
real estate in 
Tahoe? This 
is a question 
frequently 
asked by sellers 
looking to fetch 
top dollar for 
their homes and 

condos or buyers looking for a 
bargain.

The answer is surprisingly simple: 
It comes down to the tried and 
true economics of supply and 
demand. Recessionary times 
aside, the best time to sell your 
home or condo is when there are 
lots of buyers in the market and 
little or no interesting inventory.

As a general rule in the Tahoe 
market, ski properties tend to 
sell better in ski season, and 
lakefronts move more often 

during the summer 
months. Who wants 
to look at lakefront 
properties when the 
winter winds have 
the waves on Tahoe 
whipped up so high 
you could surf them?

But the supply 
and demand 
equation will almost 
always trump 
seasonal trends. 
Last summer, for 
example, I sold 
a Ski Trail condo 
at Northstar in 
less than a week 
at close to asking 
price. It was an 
excellent location, 
but ski-in, ski-out 
access doesn’t hold 
quite the same charm 
when the slopes are a field of 
dried grass and tree stumps. 

The best thing my sellers had 
going for them last summer was 
that they were the only Ski Trail 
condo on the market that week. 
Pent-up demand naturally flows 
to the first property that comes 
on market.

Tahoe also has a seasonal ebb and 
flow, with fall and spring seeing 
the lowest turnover. The shoulder 
seasons, as they are called, tend 
to see fewer buyers in the market, 
but they can also be a good time 
for buyers to pick up a bargain 
from motivated sellers. 

Tahoe Donner is an interesting 
study. With roughly 6,000 home 
sites, the area sees more property 
change hands every year than 
any other community in Truckee/
Tahoe. This year so far, for 
example, some 200 single-family 
homes have sold in Tahoe Donner 
for a combined volume of more 
than $150 million. That’s more 
than all of the home sales at the 
major ski areas combined.

As a year-round resort, Tahoe 
Donner holds an appeal for 
the summer buyer looking for 
golf, tennis, and the beach 
club marina. With access being 
challenging for the upper reaches 

of the community throughout 
the winter, one would guess that 
spring and summer would be the 
best seasons to sell for top dollar 
there.

But the opposite is actually true. 
Over the past five years, Tahoe 
Donner homes have fetched 
the highest median sales prices 
during the snowy months from 
November to February, when 
there is typically less inventory 
from which to choose. This year, 
for example, February marked the 
highest median home price point 
in the area at $800,000 — with 
only 14 sales the whole month. 
Last year, December topped the 
charts with a median sales price 
of $930,000.

So, what’s the best time to sell? 
When almost no one else is 
selling. And for buyers, fall or 
spring — after ski leases are 
finished for the season — can 
present a nice opportunity to 
negotiate with motivated sellers. 

~ Jackie Ginley is a broker 
associate with Chase International 
Real Estate. You can see her listings 
at tahoeishome.com.

HOW’S THE  
MARKET?
By Jackie Ginley

TAHOE DONNER: Some 200 single-family homes have sold in Tahoe Donner for a combined volume of more than $150 
million. Photo courtesy Redfin.com
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T R U C K E E    TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

PADDLING AND PARTNERSHIPS
A P A R N A  L .  R E D D Y
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

This service is a low-cost laboratory screening that can not be submitted for reimbursement 
through insurance. Photo ID is required. Tests are available to individuals 18 years and older. 

AVAILABLE  SCREENING  TESTS
Complete Blood Count
(without differential) - $13

Comprehensive Metabolic
Panel

 
(fasting required) - $29

Lipid Panel
(fasting required) - $35

{

Vitamin D, 25-Hydroxy - $44

Hemoglobin A1C - $28

TSH, Thyroid Stimulating 
Hormone - $34

PSA, Prostate-Specific 
Antigen - 

 
$87

TAHOE
FOREST
HEALTH
SYSTEM}

.  .  .

TAHOE FOREST CENTER FOR HEALTH  
10710 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  

INCLINE VILLAGE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
880 Alder Ave, Incline Village   

(530) 587-3769 or tfhd.com for more information

LAB
TESTS
LAB
TESTS

To better serve our uninsured patients, we offer a variety of discounted lab tests. 
No appointment is necessary. Payment is collected at time of service. This 

program is not available to insured patients. 

Affordable
Next Truckee date: Friday, October 12, 7 - 9 am

Next Incline date: Friday, October 26, 7:30 - 9 am

Three styles available  |  Various colors
H I G H - Q U A L I T Y   |   L I M I T E D  I N V E N T O R Y

Call (530) 587-3607 or email info@moonshineink.com

Keep Tahoe
Looking Smart

SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM 
and …

Get a sweatshirt  
that will fast  
become your 
favorite hoodie.
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MOUNTAIN LIFE

Happy Hauntings
Truckee native joins a fall tradition

Cayman 
Levonian sits 

on a bench in old 
town Truckee. 
Remnants of days 
gone by scatter 
the landscape of 
the downtown 
area around him.

Just beyond where he's seated 
is the old red railcar housing 
the Truckee Railroad Museum 
and bearing the markings of 
the Southern Pacific Railroad. 
Cayman, a 25-year-old Truckee 
native, readily shares that wireless 
giant Sprint was actually born 
of the acronym of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad International 
Network Telecommunications. It is 
just one of many historical tidbits 
Cayman has learned since becom-
ing a writer for the annual Haunted 
Historical Tour.

While a number of the tour’s actors 
prefer to write their own scripts, 
not everyone has that knack. When 
the previous writer moved, event 
director Maria Jones set about 
finding a replacement. A mutual 
friend mentioned Cayman, who 
enjoys writing fiction. One thing 
led to another and he soon found 
himself scripting scenes for five 
of the seven stops on the tour last 
year.

“The entire concept of the Haunted 
Historical Tour is intimate and 
personal, and I know it’s my 
responsibility to give the actors 
something to work with that they 
can make their own in a limited 
space and time,” Cayman says of 
his role as writer. “If that means 
changing something significant in 
the script so that it flows better 
or will make the experience more 
enjoyable for the audience I’m all 
for it.”

Drawing inspiration from books on 
the early days of Truckee, Cayman 
found the recipe to weave some 
tall tales.

“Laughs come a little easier to me 
than scares, so I end up writing dark 
laughs,” he says. “If I can make the 

audience feel great, and a little guilty, 
for enjoying a scene as they’re watch-
ing it unfold I consider it a success.”

The most time-consuming part of the 
process, he admits, is not the writing 
but the vast amount of research 
required at the start of the process. 
He can compose a 10-minute script 
in one night, but the research starts 
in the months leading up to the 
event.

“I have drawn from actual histori-
cal events; last year I wrote about 
the night of Truckee’s first murder,” 
he says. “Some people would prob-
ably say that there’s no distinction 
between historical and haunted 
when it comes to Truckee’s past. 
I allow myself one or two ‘what 
ifs’ per scene but always try to use 
either a documented event, a real 
person, or a real location from 
Truckee’s past. Better yet, some 
combination of the three.”

Last year’s theme was loosely 
based on “underlying stories of 
Truckee” — with scenes featuring 
stories about the long-rumored 
tunnels under the downtown shop-
ping area, according to Maria.

One piece by Cayman was set in 
the days of prohibition, depicting 
a couple of moonshiners moving 
their wares through the old tun-
nels below Sierra Sotheby’s on 

Donner Pass Road. Paranoid that 
something sinister was about to 
happen to them, the moonshiners 
projected just enough unease to 
make it compelling to watch even 
though Caymen really wanted to 
look away. 

“I think involving the audience in 
the scenes has opened up some 
new opportunities for the tour,” 
says Cayman. “I’m pretty certain 
it was done before I started writ-
ing but I try to get the audience 
involved in some way in every 

scene, even if it’s just breaking the 
fourth wall and acknowledging that 
they’re there. I think it makes the 
tour feel more like a haunted land-
scape they are journeying through 
rather than a series of plays they 
are watching.”

With approximately 15 people in 
each group rotating through the 
tour stops, the size of the location 
can often add its own element to 
a scene. Such was the case of the 
tunnels, with tour guests packed 
in a dimly-lit, confined area and 
the actors successfully projecting 
their fear onto the visitors. Walking 
away from the setting as one actor 
helplessly cried out, “Don’t leave 
me here!” surely struck a nerve 
with some guests.

Location will likely add to the 
scene this year for those attendees 
finding themselves elbow-to-elbow 
in the Southern Pacific railcar. 
While details of the tour remain 
hushed in an effort to keep every-
thing a surprise, Cayman is free to 
disclose that this year’s theme will 
highlight the 150th anniversary of 
the first passenger train passing 
through town.

Cayman, who now lives in Reno 
and works in digital marketing, has 
written three of the seven scenes 
for the upcoming tour. The remain-
ing four include two musical acts 
and two parts written by the actors 
themselves.

Calling the tour “more historical 
than haunted,” Maria notes it 
is entirely run and created by 
volunteers of nonprofit Trails and 
Vistas, the organization’s sole 
fundraiser. A sell-out event every 
year, proceeds make possible the 
Dreaming Tree field trip to Sand 
Harbor for third grade classes from 
area schools.

So, how does it feel to see  
attendees react to what he has 
written?

“It’s great to be able to watch 
people react positively,” Cayman 
says. “I just hope people enjoy 
their evening. That’s the goal.” 

TRUCKEE NATIVE Caymen Levonian, who writes for the annual Haunted Historic Tour, is pictured at 
the Truckee Railroad Museum. The old Southern Pacific railcar is one of the stops on this year's tour. 
Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

TAHOE STORIES
By Juliana Demarest
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WE ARE BACK AND OPEN!!

Library & Bookstore  
at For Goodness Sake 

is open 
Monday – Saturday 

 10 a.m. – 2 p.m

Now more Classes & Events
Our facelift is complete

so...
Come and check us out!

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
530-587-8981  |  www.goodnesssake.org

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

AT NORTHWOODS CLUBHOUSE

PURCHASE TICKETS AT
TAHOEDONNER.COM/FALL-FESTIVAL

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  •  PUMPKIN PATCH  •  BOUNCE HOUSE  •  PONY RIDES
COSTUME CONTEST  •  KIDS CARNIVAL AREA  •  FACE PAINTING

ARTS & CRAFTS VENDORS  •  JUMP STATION  •  DOGGIE DIP POOL EVENT
CLIMBING WALL  •  BBQ  •  SEASONAL BEERS  

OCTOBER 13
11AM • 4PM

A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

GOOD MORNING

PRESENTED BY

O N L I N E  P R E - R E G I S T R A T I O N  A T  T R U C K E E . C O M

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com

SPONSORED BY

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7–8:30AM

Truckee Tahoe Airport  |  10356 Truckee Airport Road
Open to the public $12  |  Chamber Members $10

I N CLU DES CO NTI N ENTA L B R E A KFA ST

Your monthly forum for timely, thought-provoking conversation

Connect and engage with community leaders 

Programs, speakers and topics (as they are confirmed) 
can be found by visiting Truckee.com under “What’s Happening”

November 9th thru 11 th 
2018

Don’t Miss  

Dr. Mike!

A SERIES OF WELLNESS EVENTS

WELLNESS WEEKEND

granlibakken.com/
wellness-packages 

800.543.3221

Wellness Weekend is three days of 
health and wellness just steps from Lake 
Tahoe, with a mix of movement classes 
and educational workshops, and a 
keynote speaker you won’t want to miss!

Keynote Speaker 
DR. MIKE DOW

WW

Nov. 11: Meet and learn from 
The New York Times Bestselling 
Author Dr. Mike Dow, author 
of Heal Your Drained Brain
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Caffeine: What’s All the Buzz About?

Wild 
Cherries 

has a long 
connection with 
sports. Owned by 
former Olympic 
skier Kristin 
Krone, the coffee 
shop sponsors 
Nordic and 
Alpine ski teams, 

and is a gathering place for serious 
and casual athletes to grab breakfast 
before a day of recreating. Fueling 
themselves with more than just 
carbs, athletes get hits of the psycho-
active, performance-enhancing drug 
known as caffeine.

Around the globe, 90 percent of 
people indulge in caffeine daily via 
coffee, tea, chocolate, cola, yerba 
mate, and other products. The drug 
is so ubiquitous that in 2004, the 
International Olympic Committee 
removed it from its list of restricted 
substances — despite understanding 
its performance boosting effect on 
athletes. 

That spike may be reason enough 
for Tahoe folk to partake, but 
caffeine has other benefits as 
well. It lowers the risk of type 2 
diabetes, Parkinson’s, dementia, and 
gallstones. It can ease headaches 
and boost mood. What’s not to 
love? Well, jitters, anxiety, gastric 
upset, and insomnia, to name a few 
possible side effects. And pregnant 
women should cut back due to the 
increased risk of miscarriage. But if 
you can tolerate caffeine, moderate 
consumption has way more upsides 
than down. 

ATHLETIC PERFORMANCE

Myriad studies show that caffeine 
improves endurance, reaction time, 
concentration, anaerobic perfor-
mance, and even recovery, all while 
lessening the perception of pain. 

“I absolutely notice a small perfor-
mance boost with caffeine,” says Jeff 
Schloss, former Nordic ski coach for 
Sugar Bowl Academy and four-time 
Ironman competitor. Using time tri-
als, Schloss has found a 2 to 3 percent 
improvement with caffeine.

“It doesn’t sound like much, but it 
can make the difference between first 
place and 10th.” 

Both Schloss and the U.S. Olympic 
Committee recommend a dose that 
approximates a cup or two of coffee, 
taken an hour before a workout or 
race. (Technically, 1 to 3 milligrams 
per kilogram of body weight. For a 
150-pound person, this means 68 to 
200 milligrams.) So how much caf-
feine is in that morning mug? Good 
question — it can vary wildly depend-
ing on the type of bean or tea leaf, the 

brewing method, and brew time. An 
8-ounce coffee can range from 60 to 
165 milligrams, and black tea from 30 
to 80 milligrams (see chart.)

More is not necessarily better. 
“Massive doses don’t improve perfor-
mance,” says Schloss, and can cause 
unpleasant side effects.

WAKEFULNESS

Caffeine’s eye-popping buzz can be 
a blessing, but timing is everything. 
Here’s why: Our bodies make a 
natural sedative called adenosine that 

builds during the day and peaks in 
the evening. It causes drowsiness by 
latching onto brain receptors, which 
are like individual parking spots. If 
caffeine is ingested too late in the 
day, it can swoop in and temporarily 
nab those parking spots, shutting 
out adenosine, and preventing 
drowsiness.

As we sleep, adenosine naturally 
drops off. But if you stay up bingeing 
on Netflix and only sleep five hours, 
you’ll wake with too much adenosine 
in the brain. A hit of caffeine can 
neutralize some of the excess and 
perk you up. If you’re a regular 
user, say the experts, you’ll develop 
a tolerance — your brain will make 
more adenosine receptors, and you’ll 
need extra caffeine to achieve your 
morning buzz.

MENTAL PERFORMANCE

Caffeine improves vigilance, alertness, 
and attention, so a cup of brew can 
help you endure a boring meeting or 
tackle a stack of paperwork. Just 200 
milligrams (about a medium cup of 
coffee) can even boost memory for up 
to 24 hours.

But it won’t perform miracles. 
Habitual caffeine users in one study 
did no better on tests when they 
were drinking caffeine than when 
they weren’t. 

HEART CONCERNS

The belief that caffeine causes 
arrhythmias has been turned on its 
head. A large, 30-year study found 
no increased risk, even among people 
with heart conditions. 

Though caffeine can raise blood 
pressure, the effect is temporary. 
When researchers analyzed the 
results of more than 300 studies, 
they found that up to 600 milligrams 
of caffeine per day had no impact on 
hypertension, heart disease, atrial 
fibrillation, stroke, cardiac arrest, or 
other parameters of heart health. 

So, go ahead and enjoy a cup or two 
of your favorite brew. Whether you’re 
heading to work — or to work out — 
who couldn’t use a little extra boost?

IS DECAF JUST AS HEALTHY?

Coffee and tea are full of healthy 
antioxidants, but levels vary depend-
ing on the species, how it was stored, 
brew method, and to some degree, 
decaffeination. Most sources say 
that although decaf coffee has fewer 
antioxidants, the loss is minimal. 
Many studies, in fact, showed similar 
health benefits whether subjects 
drank regular of decaf coffee. 

There are three methods of decaf-
feinating: Swiss water, liquid carbon 
dioxide, and chemical solvent, which 
uses either methylene chloride or 
ethyl acetate (often called “natural” 
because the compound is found in 
some fruits).

Traces of chemical solvents do 
remain in coffee, but the FDA says 
it’s too minimal to affect health. 
Labeling rules don’t require disclos-
ing the decaf method, so you either 
have to ask the company, or buy 
organic, which prohibits use of 
chemical solvents. 

For tea drinkers, Andrew Weil, MD, 
recommends tea that has been decaf-
feinated with water, since chemical 
solvents appear to significantly 
reduce teas’ antioxidant levels. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

  

PRACTICAL 
WELLNESS
By Linda Lindsay

How
Caffeinated

is It?

CAFFEINE MG

Coffee, brewed, 8 oz. 60-165
Coffee, decaf,8 oz. 25
Tea, black, 8 oz.,  30-80
Tea, green, 8 oz  35-60
Coke, Coke Zero,   35
Red Bull, 8.4 oz. 80
Hershey’s Special Dark,  20 
1.5 oz. bar 
Excedrin Migraine, 130 
2 tablets   
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SIERRANEVADA.EDU
Phone 886.412.4636
admissions@sierranevada.edu

Visit our campus. Discover the 
difference between an education you 
need and the education you love. 

VISIT US — EXPERIENCE SNC TAHOE
DURING FALL OPEN HOUSE DATES
9:30 TO 2:30

Friday, October 12th 

Friday, November 2nd

SNC Tahoe | 999 Tahoe Boulevard 
IIncline Village, NV 89451

www.sierranevada.edu/RSVP

LIVE.
LEARN.
LAKE TAHOE.

Every Wednesday
COMMUNITY | Mindful  
Self-Compassion
Cultivate the skill of self-compas-
sion. Learn to motivate yourself 
with kindness, handle difficult 
emotions with ease, and transform 
challenging relationships. Info: 
free, 6 to 8:30 p.m., Tahoe Center 
for Health, Truckee, tfhd.com

Oct. 11, 23
COMMUNITY | Community  
Soup Night
This event is soup-er! Warm up this 
October with a bowl of sustain-
ably sourced soup and join the 
long-standing Truckee tradition 
of Community Soup Night. Each 
evening there will be local musi-
cians, a prize drawing, and custom 
merchandise from Slow Food Lake 
Tahoe and Tahoe Food Hub. All 
proceeds from each Community 
Soup Night will go toward Slow 
Food Lake Tahoe and Tahoe Food 
Hub’s initiatives to educate and 
reconnect the local community 
to our sustainable and regional 
food system. Please consider 
bringing your own bowl to reduce 
the environmental impact of this 
sustainable event. Info: Oct. 11, 
$5 includes a bowl of soup (veg-
etarian option available), bread, 
and the choice of purchasing a 
fresh salad for $2 more, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Tahoe Donner Alder 
Creek Adventure Center; Oct. 23, 
bigtruck in the Pioneer Commerce 
Center, slowfoodlaketahoe.org

Friday, Oct. 12
COMMUNITY |  Do Technology 
and Relationships Mix?
Join Sierra College, Tahoe-Truckee 
Executive Dean Kim Bateman, 

Ph.D. for a variety of interesting 
video clips and intriguing conver-
sations for this Insights session, 
including small group discussions 
around morally intriguing topics. 
During this Sierra College Insights, 
Bateman will pose questions about 
personal growth and relationships 
in this age of ubiquitous technol-
ogy in everyday life. Info: free, 7 to 
8:15 p.m., Sierra College, Truckee, 
sierracollege.ticketleap.com

Saturday, Oct. 13
COMMUNITY | Fall Festival
Welcome autumn in the High 
Sierra for the ninth annual Fall 
Festival. Includes everyone’s 
favorite fall activities: a pumpkin 
patch, maze, and arts and crafts. 
There will also be vendors, live 
music, and performances by 
local entertainers. Kid activities 
include a pony ride, carnival area, 
bounce house, obstacle course, 
face painting, climbing wall, and 
more. Attendees are encouraged 
to participate in the inaugural 
costume contest for a chance to 
win prizes, too. Info: $5 to $25, 11 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tahoe Donner, 
Northwoods Clubhouse, tahoe-
donner.com

Monday, Oct. 15
COMMUNITY | Candidates  
Gone Wild!
Who’s ready to ditch “politics-as-
usual” and have a little fun with 
all seven of our Truckee Town 
Council candidates? Candidates 
Gone Wild is a variety show 
that’s somewhere in between the 
Truckee Follies and NPR’s “Wait, 
Wait ... Don’t Tell Me!” Get ready 

CALENDAR
It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap 

for the full calendar, or to add an event.
It doesn’t all fit here. Visit moonshineink.com/tap 

for the full calendar, or to add an event.

TAP CALENDAR

See TAP CALENDAR p. 44
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for lip syncing, improv games, and 
lots of audience participation, Oct. 
15, 6 to 8 p.m., Alibi Ale Works, 
Truckee 

Wednesday, Oct. 17
COMMUNITY | Achievable 
Housing Solutions
Care about affordable housing? 
Of course, you do. Don’t miss 
the North Lake Tahoe Resort 
Association’s annual luncheon with 
keynote speaker George Ruther, 
housing director for the town 
of Vail. Ruther offers a unique 
glimpse into a community that has 
successfully established policies 
and funding sources. As local 
stakeholders in the North Lake 
Tahoe-Truckee region begin to 
identify viable housing solutions, 
the luncheon will give perspec-
tive on innovative for-sale and 
for-rent developments along with 
leadership models that are both 
inspirational and unified. Ruther 
offers a unique glimpse into a 
community that has successfully 
established policies and funding 
sources. Info: $35/members, $45/
non-members, 11 a.m., North 
Tahoe Event Center, Kings Beach, 
tickets at eventbrite.com

Friday, Oct. 19
COMMUNITY | 40th Annual  
Cadillac Ball 
In honor of the 40th Annual 
Cadillac Ball, Truckee’s oldest 
formal fundraiser, this year’s theme 
is “Back in Black.” This sophisti-
cated and elegant celebration of 
the Cadillac Ball’s black-tie roots, 
features a gourmet buffet dinner, 
silent auction, and dancing to the 
live music of Wonder Bread 5, 
back by popular demand. All of 
the event’s proceeds are returned 
to the community, helping to fill 
the financial holes for hundreds 
of local nonprofits, charities, and 
grassroots organizations. Info: 
$150, 6 to 11 p.m., Olympic 
Village Lodge, Squaw Valley, cadil-
lacball.com

Saturday, Oct. 20
ARTS AND CULTURE | Reno Playa 
Art Project in Downtown Reno
Miss the Burn this year? The Reno 
Playa Art Project is bringing art 
from the playa to Reno. For a third 
consecutive year, and in collabora-
tion with Artech, the project brings 
interactive public sculptures from 
the playa to the city of Reno for 
temporary display. The public 

is invited to attend an opening 
reception and celebration, which 
will include fire performances from 
Controlled Burn, food trucks and 
beverage stations, and music by 
local art cars. Info: artechreno.org
 
COMMUNITY | SiGBA Home Tour
Join the Sierra Green Building 
Association, an organization 
promoting effective environmental 
design and sustainable building 
practices in the Sierra Nevada 
communities, for their annual 
green home tour. This year, the 
tour will be self-driving. Info:  
$10/SiGBA members, $15/non-
members, 9 to 10 a.m., 10151 Lake 
Angela Drive (Donner Ski Ranch), 
10 to 11 a.m./16060 Eder Court, 
Truckee, sigba.org

MUSIC | Darkside of the 
Moonshine at Crystal Bay 
What do bluegrass, lasers, Pink 
Floyd, and the Wizard of Oz, all 
have in common? The answer 
is Northern California’s favorite, 
Poor Man’s Whiskey! PMW has 
completely reworded the original 
Floyd album fitting their eclectic 
acoustic rock and they are throw-
ing a Wizard of Oz-themed party 
about it. Info: $22/advance, $25/
day of the event, 9 p.m., Crystal 
Bay Casino, devildogshows.com

Wednesday, Oct. 24 
COMMUNITY | Job Fair
Need work or are you a business 
owner that needs employees? 
Head to the Tahoe-Truckee 
Community Job Fair. This year, the 
fair will feature over 2,000 oppor-
tunities. Hosted in partnership with 
the Tahoe Truckee Unified School 
District, the job fair is open to all 
interested job seekers. Info: free, 
5 to 6:30 p.m., Sierra College, 
Truckee, tahoetruckeejobfair.
weebly.com

Friday, Oct. 26
ARTS AND CULTURE | No-Brainer 
Zombie Bash
Community Chest’s annual 
Halloween benefit show inside the 
historic Piper’s Opera House brings 
back the “gh’oul” times with Lydia 
Pense and Cold Blood’s soulful 
sound. Guests are encouraged 
to come dressed as their favorite 
zombie for this “No-Brainer 
Zombie Bash." Info: $35, 7:30 
p.m., Nevada City, communi-
tychestnevada.net

TAP CALENDAR from p. 43

GET
OUT & GO

Dia De Los Weirdos 
A Funky Halloween Party
Crystal Bay, Oct. 31

Another Halloween is upon us and 
Tahoe’s got just the man to host 

the party: Ryan Rambo. This longtime 
Tahoe-ite has been hosting events 
around the Basin for seven years, 
creating a fun, funky, positive vibe 
where everyone is free to be who 
they are. And on Halloween, the cats 
sure do come out to play. Through a 
collaboration between Rambo Party 
Productions and Wormhole Tahoe, 
a great spread of live and electronic 
music will tempt those ears.

This year’s Dia De Los Weirdos party 
at Crystal Bay’s Tahoe Biltmore 
packs a hefty lineup of eclectic 
sounds: Rambo will spin some 
aerodynamic, intergalactic, lazer 
blastin’ bassy beats and promises to 
ignite your inner party animal. Then, 
there’s Tahoe DJ Micah J, arguably 
Tahoe’s most talented DJ and “true 
professional party starter.” DJ Isaac 
Freed will play with his new band 
FunksAlive, mixing live elements of 
electric bass, drums, and saxophone 
with funky bass-influenced electronic 
production. Showcasing their 
instrumental talents mixed with dirty, 
electronic beats, this trio brings the 
grimiest live-electronic game in the 
Tahoe area. 

Headliner DJ Stickybuds, out of 
Canada, will make his first Tahoe 
appearance. For the past 12 years, 
he’s honed his style, using a vast 
network of talented producers and 
artists to help him  create unique 
blends of funk, reggae, drum ‘n’ 

bass, and broken beats, reworked 
and edited with exclusive acapella 
selections. 

A full-time producer and DJ, Sticky 
finds himself constantly on the 
road and has now performed in 25 
countries. His skills behind the decks 
have brought him to perform at such 
festivals as Burning Man, Glastonbury 
Festival, Rainbow Serpent, Envision 
Festival, Boomtown Fair, Enchanted 
Forest, and many more.

With over 50 tracks to his name on 
20-plus labels, he’s won accolades 
such as Breakspoll’s “mix of the year” 
(2015), “best free track” (2013), and 
Glitch Hop UK’s “best international 
track” (2013). 

For Rambo, “throwing parties is 
not just music and dancing, it’s a 
place where people can feel open 
to connecting with each other,” he 
says. “The energy is always high on 
Halloween … it’s gonna be a party.”

Behind his seven-year mission to bring 
the funk to Tahoe and to celebrate 
Halloween in high spirits, Rambo says 
there’s the borrowed Burning Man 
concept of radical self-expression. 

“Halloween is one of those holidays 
where people tend to get extra weird, 
and that’s why Halloween is one of 
the best holidays,” he laughs.

So go on and get extra weird this 
Halloween, and we’ll see you at the 
Biltmore.

~ Le‘a Gleason/Moonshine Ink 

INFO: Oct. 31, 9:30 p.m.; $20 early bird, $25 presale, $30 door;  
Tahoe Biltmore

FUNK SHOW: Last year’s Halloween celebration at the Biltmore featured Five Alarm Funk 
and proved to be a wild party. Join the fun this year from 9:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. at Dia De Los 
Weirdos at the Biltmore. Photo courtesy Rambo Party Productions
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Anne Brigman: A Visionary in  
Modern Photography
Sept. 29 to Jan. 29 

“Fear is the great chain 
which binds women and 
prevents their development, 
and fear is the one appar-
ently big thing which has 
no real foundation in life. 
Cast fear out of the lives of 
women and they can and 
will take their place in the 
scheme of mankind and 
in the plan of the universe 
as the absolute equal of 
man.” ~Published in the San 
Francisco Call, June 8, 1913

All my life, my mother has 
said, “To be a woman, 

is to be indelibly strong.” 
It seems that history, all 
throughout, will tell you 
this too. It’s true. I’ve seen 
strength in the women 
before me and all around 
me.

If I could depict this 
sentiment through art, it 
would be the work of Anne 
Brigman (1869-1950), a 
pioneering feminist, suf-
fragette, landscape photog-
rapher, poet, and moun-
taineer. Her well-known 
photographs — romantic 
black and white nudes — 
capture the beauty of the 
human body and high desert 
geography as one. Brigman 
reminds me what it means 
to be a woman: courageous, 
wild, and indelibly strong.

“My pictures tell of my 
freedom of soul, of my 
emancipation from fear,” 
Brigman wrote in 1913. “I 
slowly found my power 
with the camera among the 

junipers and the tamarack 
pines of the high, storm 
swept altitudes.”

In September, the Nevada 
Museum of art began the 
exhibit Anne Brigman: 
A Visionary in Modern 
Photography, celebrating 
her catalyzing  role in 
modern landscape and 
feminist photography. 
This is the first-ever major 
retrospective of Brigman’s 
work, featuring 250 pho-
tographs from public and 
private collections from 
around the world including 
the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, the Wilson Center 
in London, The Museum of 
Modern Art in New York, 
and the Oakland Museum of 
California.

“This is an opportunity to 
rediscover the work of a 
woman photographer that 
was well known during her 
time, but has been over-
looked in past decades,” 
said curator Ann Wolfe. “It’s 
also very inspiring when that 
artist walked and breathed 
among the landscapes we all 
know and love.”

Throughout her life, Brigman 
was recognized for her 
courageous and modernist 
spirit as one of the first-ever 
female photographers to 
capture self-portraits of her 
body in the wilderness. As 
a woman with a Christian 
missionary upbringing and 
a suffragette, she did not fit 
the conventional profile of 

the early 1900s woman, and 
was often an advocate for 
women’s rights. Her work 
and her life as an artist was 
tied to the social-political 
time in which she lived, 
demonstrating her freedom 
of soul and mind. We have 
so much to learn from her, 
still today.

“If you think of the act of 
going into the wilderness 
and being nude, that’s a 
very brave and liberating 
act,” Wolfe said. “This was 
Anne’s way of claiming her 
body and the landscape for 
herself. She felt that it was 
important that women didn’t 
have fear in their lives.”

As part of the exhibit, the 
Nevada Museum of Art has 
also published a 400-page 
monograph with New York 
publisher Rizzoli Electa, 
looking specifically at 
Brigman’s career and the 
work she produced in her 
lifetime.

Through January, there 
will also be various events 
including Anne: In Her Own 
Words, a theatrical presenta-
tion telling the story of 
Brigman’s life in her own 
words at the Bruka Theater 
Nov. 3, a winter solstice 
yoga celebration Dec. 30, 
and Smoke Goddess: Judy 
Chicago on Land Art and the 
Desert, in conversation with 
Phillip Kaiser Jan. 23. 

~ Jamie Wanzek/ 
Moonshine Ink 

ANNE BRIGMAN, was a pioneering feminist, suffragette, landscape photographer, poet, and mountaineer who 
found inspiration and solace in the Sierra Nevada. The Nevada Museum of Art is honoring Brigman with the first 
major retrospective of her work, featuring 250 photographs, now until Jan. 29. Photo by Anne Brigman, Dawn 1909 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Alfred Stieglitz Collection, 1933 courtesy The Nevada Museum of Art

Saturday, Oct. 27
OUTDOORS | Blizzard of 
Aahhh’s 30th Anniversary 
Ski Movie Premiere
Take a walk down memory 
lane with the remake of 
iconic ski flick, Blizzard 
of Aahhh’s. Greg Stump 
has completed a direc-
tor’s cut, which features 
a special new sequence. 
This is a not-to-be-missed 
opportunity. With Stump 
at the show, you will have 
a chance to meet him and 
hear his perspective on the 
film. Info: $18, 7:30 p.m., 
Truckee Community Arts 
Center, Truckee, blizzard-
movie.eventbrite.com

Thursday, Nov. 1
COMMUNITY | Talk of  
the Town
Come get to know your 
town council member, 
town manager, and other 
local leaders. Two-way, 
informal listening ses-
sions welcoming all 
Truckee residents and 
business leaders to 
interact with members. 
Bring your best ideas, 
passionate interests, and 
toughest questions to an 
open and transparent dia-
logue. Info: free, 4 to 5 
p.m., Dark Horse Coffee, 
Truckee, townoftruckee.
com

Friday, Nov. 2
COMMUNITY | 30th 
Annual Tahoe Chocolate 
& Wine Festival
Celebrate survivors of 
sexual abuse and those 
who support them. Shine 
brilliantly at this year’s 
denim-and-diamond-

themed Chocolate and 
Wine Festival. The evening 
will bring supporters 
together for an evening 
of delectable chocolate 
created by Tahoe’s finest 
culinary artists and bou-
tique wine from acclaimed 
California wine regions. 
Guests will also have the 
opportunity to bid in 
live and silent auctions. 
Info: $125, 6 p.m., Hyatt 
Regency, Incline Village, 
tahoechocolatefestival.org

Thursday, Nov. 8
FOOD | Passport  
to Dining
Back for the 14th year, 
Passport to Dining prom-
ises to be an evening 
of delicious food, craft 
breweries, and regional 
wineries attendees won’t 
want to miss. Passport to 
Dining brings together 
over 30 tasting stations 
offering a wide variety of 
flavors from restaurants, 
caterers, wineries, and 
breweries. While enjoying 
tastings, attendees can 
support two worthy local 
nonprofit organizations by 
purchasing raffle tickets 
and bidding on silent 
auction items and pack-
ages. This year proceeds 
will support Project Mana. 
Info: $40, 6 to 9 p.m., 
Tahoe Biltmore, Crystal 
Bay, northtahoebusiness.
org 

Thirsty for more TAP? Go 
online to moonshineink.
com/tahoe-events for a 
full calendar of events in 
the area.  

TAP CALENDAR

INFO: Sept. 29 to Jan. 29, Wednesday to Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursdays 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m., $10/general admission, free/members, nevadaart.org
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Heed the
Windy Call of 

From the timing of 
opening weekends 
to atmospheric 
rivers, the Tahoe 
region relies 
entirely on the 
cooperation of 
uncontrollable 
natural forces 
to provide us 
fun, income, 

and lifestyle. While we depend on 
winter weather to thrive socially and 
economically, it remains ever more 
unpredictable.

However, there is an exception to 
this conundrum — a quickly growing, 
year-round boardsport that allows 
participants the rare chance to actu-
ally take what Mother Nature blows 
at us and use it to power through the 
elements. 

Welcome to kiteboarding.

Connected to broad, technical wings 
and strapped to streamlined water-
craft, kiteboarders seize windstorms, 
and wield them to split the surface 
of oceans and lakes, outrun breaking 
waves, and for the experienced, take 
flight.

the basics 
Want to start kiteboarding? First, make 
room in your gear closet (or garage). 
The sport requires an array of special-
ized equipment.

There are two kinds of kites: inflatable 
and foil. While the former is much 
easier for beginners, you can learn with 
a foil kite, too, which functions like a 
parachute. The air that passes through 
the layers of fabric in a foil kite creates 
its shape, the primary advantage being 
more kite space exposed to the wind.

You’ll need a board, of course, as well 
as a harness, control bars, lines, and 
for some disciplines of the sport, boots 
and bindings.

The fast-moving sport has spawned 
international contests, world tours, 
popular personalities, magazines, 
and YouTube channels. Earlier this 
year, kiteboarding was approved for 
the 2024 Paris Olympics, clearly 
a powerful indicator of the sport’s 
arrival. According to a 2017 report 
on Businesswire.com, the global 

kiteboarding 
industry will 
sell $2.9 billion 
in equipment 
by 2021. 

Sales may not 
be as robust 
here in Truckee 
and North 
Tahoe (yet), 
but the sport 

has an ardent, year-round following. 
As companies, especially Red Bull, 
continue to promote extreme athletic 
events, people who love kiteboarding 
should expect their sport to expand, 
and to be provided more opportunities 
to pursue it beyond a recreational 
level. And if there was ever a sport 
to overlap with the company’s slogan 
about getting wings, it’s kiteboarding. 

kitebOardiNg big blue 
Lake Tahoe’s north-south alignment 
makes it an ideal location to catch 
preferred cross-shore winds tumbling 
over the Sierra Crest.

One person who can attest to Tahoe’s 
pull on kiteboarders is Tahoe Kites 
founder and lead instructor, Shandor 
Korda. His company provides instruc-
tion for total beginners or advanced 
skills training for the experienced 
wanting to reach the next level. 
Lessons are conducted on Tahoe or at 
Washoe Lake. A full-time mechanical 
engineer, Korda found himself drawn 
to kiteboarding while watching a cou-
ple of guys skim across a snow-packed 
Martis Valley. He immediately saw it as 
a way to stay focused on snowboarding 

without 
the help 
of a lift.

“I saw it 
in 1999 
out by 

the airport,” Korda said. “I found a 
setup on eBay, but I realized it may not 
be safe to go out by myself, so I didn’t 
end up buying the gear.”

Finally, in 2013, a friend who started 
kiteboarding was willing to teach 
Korda the basics. On a scale from one 
to 10 for difficulty, Korda said learning 
to kiteboard is probably, “around a 
nine.” Most of the initial lessons are 
about safety and kite control.

“It’s something anyone can learn to 
do, but it’s similar to backcountry 
snowboarding in that you shouldn’t go 
at it alone,” Korda said. “But, the worst 
injury I’ve had was a sprained ankle; 
it’s relatively low impact.”

In the same way rock climbers flock to 
vibrant desert towers in southeastern 
Utah, Lake Tahoe offers kiteboarders as 
much to see above and around them as it 
does below. It’s a true 360-degree experi-
ence. Kings Beach in North Lake is the 
perfect place for it, offering the space 
to learn and execute big maneuvers, 
especially in quieter shoulder seasons. 

For winter kiteboarders, the meadows 
on Mt. Rose summit offer plenty of 

opportunity when the snow falls, and 
the lift lines swell. However, flying 
across snow can be less forgiving than 
water, especially when snow depths 
vary, and trees enter the picture. Those 
new to the sport should be comfort-
able on water before attempting the 
transition. 

Like our region’s popular snowsports, 
kiteboarding has multiple disciplines, 
according to Korda. There’s wave-
riding, freestyle, wakestyle, freeride, 
and racing. Wave-riding integrates 
elements of traditional surfing; 
wakestylers leverage waves instead 
of the kite to gain air; and freestyle is 
an open combination of aerials and 
low-elevation tricks. Freeride is general 
kiteboarding, the style to which most 
beginners would default. Racing 
is exactly that, and involves riders 
streaming along the surface of the 
water. Korda’s tried and taught them 
all and has no real favorite. Part of 
Tahoe Kites involves teaching current 
kiteboarders new disciplines.

When asked what he most often 
hears from his students after a lesson, 
Korda said he can’t pinpoint anything 
specific, but affirmed that no one has 
ever called it boring.

Who would try something boring? This 
is Tahoe, after all. 

HARNESS THE WIND: Kiteboarders use a kite to catch the 
wind and pull themselves across the water in the same way as 
waterskiing. The benefit of this sport? Most kites are cheaper 
than a boat. Photos courtesy Shandor Korda
(left) THERE SHE BLOWS: Tahoe’s predominant southwesterly 
wind makes the North Shore ideal for kiteboarding. An inflatable 
kite sits in front of a foil board in the background.

the day Off
By Craig C. Rowe

The year-round niche boardsport is catching on 
quickly, and it’s something anyone can learn

kiteboarding
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sOul kitcheN

With the leaves changing, 
it’s time to pull out the 

puffy. You can think warm 
thoughts in the kitchen, 
too, with two recipes to 
warm your body and fill 
your kitchen with delicious 
scents. We commissioned 
our ad rep Nina to share the 
recipe for a soup she loves 
to make for her son Levi, 
who finds it picky-eater ap-
proved. Nina noted, “This is 
a great opportunity to use 
up all those nearly empty 
packages of pasta in the 
pantry. The recipe can be 
expanded or reduced by using roughly equal 
amounts of all the ingredients.”

Then, we caught up with Tahoe Donner’s 
Alder Creek Café Chef David Smith to 
share the recipe for one of his fall soups 
served at Tahoe Food Hub’s Community 
Soup Night Oct. 11 (see our TAP calendar 
on p. 43 for details).

NiNa’s Colorful Comfort soup
iNgredieNts:
1 big bunch carrots

2 bell peppers

8 oz mushrooms

2 zucchinis

8 oz noodles of choice (any shape, regular, 
gluten-free)

1 lb skinless chicken thighs

dried oregano

dried basil

salt 

pepper

1-2 Tbsp olive oil

1-2 Tbsp avocado oil

directiONs:
All ingredients will need to be sliced, diced, 
or cubed into bite-sized pieces. You can cut 
as you go. Start with the chicken. Lightly 
brown the pieces in your largest pot with 
some olive oil. Transfer the chicken to 
another dish. Keep warm, leaving the juice 
in the pot. Fill about halfway with water 
and bring to a boil. Add spices, herbs, 
and oils. Cut up carrots, bell peppers, and 
mushrooms, adding one at a time. Then add 
zucchini and noodles together. With the 
pasta still al dente, return chicken to the 
pot. Keep at a boil throughout and continue 
to add hot water until the pot is very full — 

there seems to never be enough broth.  
When the noodles are fully cooked, it’s  
time to enjoy.  

thai ButterNut squash Bisque
iNgredieNts:
2 whole butternut squash

2 yellow onions

5 carrots

1 celery

½ cup olive oil

1 Tbsp ground cumin

32 oz vegetable stock

3 14-oz cans of coconut milk

salt and pepper

Sriracha for garnish

toasted sesame oil for garnish

1 bunch cilantro 

directiONs:
Peel butternut squash and remove seeds, 
dice into half-inch cubes. Toss with ¼ cup 
olive oil, salt, pepper, and cumin. Place on 
baking sheet and bake at 375 for approxi-
mately 45 minutes until golden, stirring 
halfway through. Dice onion, carrots, and 
celery. Heat ¼ cup olive oil in a medium pot. 
Add onion, carrots, and celery to the pot and 
sauté for five minutes. Next add the cooked 
squash, vegetable stock, and coconut milk. 
Bring to a light boil and then reduce heat 
and simmer for one hour. In small batches 
add soup into a blender and puree until 
smooth, pouring pureed soup into a new 
pot. Once all the soup is pureed bring the 
soup back to a simmer and season to taste. 
To serve, ladle soup into bowls and garnish 
with a drizzle of toasted sesame oil, Sriracha 
(to taste), and cilantro leaves. Serve with a 
loaf of warm crusty bread. Enjoy.

QUICK 
B I T E S Soup for Fall
by le’a gleasON
Moonshine Ink

LIVE  MUSIC  CALENDAR

CottonwoodRestaurant.com
(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted  Best Fine 
Dining Restaurant

Reservations 
Appreciated

HAPPY HOUR
in the BAR 
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:  
All Night Long

Historic Hilltop  
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

Friday, October 5
Robert and Michael

 Thursday, October 11
Eric Daniel

 Friday, October 12
Julie Brisbin and Friends

 Thursday, October 18
David Beck

 Friday, October 19
Dave Manning

 Thursday, October 25
Kelly Bentson and Jeff E

 Friday, October 26
Dan Copeland

 Sunday, October 28
Streets of Truckee Show

Early Dinner Special $2900

Sunday–Thursday · 5-6 pm from Sept. 9 – Dec. 10, 2018
(Will be closed on Tuesdays, beginning October 16)

COMFORT FOOD: Browned chicken gives this colorful soup a robust 
flavor. The recipe makes about eight bowls and is great for leftovers, too. 
Photo by Nina Miller/Moonshine Ink
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Literary icon Joan 
Didion is known 
for the brilliant 
prose of her 
essays, novels, 
and screenplays, 
and for the 
groundbreaking 
role she played in 
the evolution of 
“new journalism” 

in the mid-20th century. Hailing 
from Sacramento, she is also one of 
the great California native writers. 
Her family’s long history in the state 
informs her understanding of the 
American experience, lending to her 
indelible portraits of the Golden State 
during’ the 1960s and ’70s.

The title of Didion’s nonfiction 
collection, We Tell Ourselves Stories in 
Order to Live, reflects her belief that 
the words we use to describe ourselves 
define our place in a complex world. 
Didion’s writing depicts the evolution 
of her own identity, founded on 
her family’s origin story.  As a fifth-
generation descendant of California 
pioneers who traveled with the 
Donner Party 
and settled in 
Sacramento, 
Didion absorbed 
family stories 
and values that 
shaped not only 
her identity but 
also her view of 
California and its 
promise. Through 
her rich vignettes 
and sweeping 
narratives, Didion 
describes the 
evolution of her 
thoughts toward 
herself and the 
evolving state 
of California.  
She reflects 
on California’s 
cultural and 
political history, from the settling of 
the West to the present, examining 
themes that are just as relevant today. 

Didion’s personal 
life trajectory 
from her early life 
in Sacramento 
through Berkeley, 
New York, 
and L.A. are 
revealed through 
her writing as 
well as in the 
comprehensive 
biography, The 
Last Love Song by 
Tracy Daughterty. 
A recent Netflix 
film produced 
by Didion’s 
nephew, actor 
Griffin Dunne, 
also provides 
an illuminating 
interview with 
Didion at 80 years old. 

We Tell Ourselves Stories in 
Order to Live, Knopf, 2006

This compendium of seven nonfiction 
works by Didion includes essays 
written in the turbulent ’60s in 

Slouching Toward 
Bethlehem. The 
California Dreaming 
section incudes an 
inside view of the 
Haight-Ashbury 
counterculture in 
San Francisco and 
Joan Baez’s Carmel 
Valley Institute 
for the Study of 
Nonviolence, which 
was brought before 
the Monterey 
County Board of 
Supervisors for 
“violating the peace, 
morals, and general 
welfare of Monterey 
County.” There are 
also meditations 
on John Wayne, 
Howard Hughes, 

Alcatraz, and a sensational crime-noir 
starring a suburban housewife in San 
Bernardino Valley.

The Year 
of Magical 
Thinking, 
Knopf, 2005 

This memoir is 
Didion’s powerful 
account of her 
life in the year 
following the 
simultaneous death 
of her husband and 
the grave illness 
of her 39-year-old 
daughter, Quintana 
Roo. It is a 
meditation on life: 
love, death, and the 
struggle to keep the 
ones we love safe. 
While incredibly 
personal, it speaks 

to all. It received the National Book 
Award and was short-listed for the 
Pulitzer Prize. 

Where I Was From,  
Knopf, 2003

The essays in this collection depict 
Didion’s ongoing struggle to square 
the California mythology with 
which she was raised, with the 
factual California history she wrote 
about throughout her career. The 
foundational image of the noble and 
self-made Californian is contrasted 
with the early and ongoing federal 
subsidies that sustained Californians, 
beginning with land grants to 
pioneers, massive federal funding 
for waterways, railroads, oil, wheat, 
aerospace, and the industrial military 
complex. Didion is profoundly 
haunted by conflict of nostalgia with 
evolving insights.   

The Last Love Song, A 
Biography of Joan Didion by Tracy 
Daugherty 2015, St. Martin’s Press 

This highly researched work provides 
a chronological study of Didion’s 
life and work and is an insightful 
complement to Didion’s writing, filling 
in the details and context which better 
explain her life. Including Didion’s 

own prose, research documents at the 
Bancroft library, and interviews with 
those who know her, this is a great 
read for Didion fans. 

Play It As It Lays, Farrar 
Straus & Giroux, 1970

Didion’s life in L.A. included a social 
circle of the Hollywood elite and 
their hangers-on, and gave her unique 

insight into the Hollywood subculture. 
The main character of this novel, 
Maria Wyeth, is a Hollywood starlet 
in her early 30s, damaged and drifting 
in amoral landscapes of Hollywood 
and Las Vegas. The spare yet evocative 
and stunning prose tracks the downhill 
slide of Maria and those around 
her. Didion and her husband, John 
Gregory Dunne, turned this novel into 
a screenplay, one of many they wrote, 
adapted, or doctored in their careers.

Ruth is a member of Friends of the 
Truckee Libraray, which is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting 
and supporting the Truckee Library as 
an essential civic institution. The group 
is advocating for the libraray to be 
operated by the Town of Truckee, and is 
planning for a new 21st Century facility. 
For information on how to get involved, 
email fotl.org. 

arts & culture

savvy stacks
By Ruth Jackson Hall

We Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to Live
The writings of Joan Didion

Use or apply for a Truckee Library card to check out Didion’s books and audio 
books online. Library cards are available to all in our region.

apply iN persON: 10031 Levon Ave., Truckee  |  call: (530) 582-7846
digital resOurces: mynevadacounty.com/295/Digital-Resources 
library tO gO: mynevadacounty.com/2055/Library-to-Go

check it Out
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FIndIng 
Resilience

a tale Of twO bikers
When Aaron Breitbard went out to 
Alder Creek for a 45-minute solo 
mountain bike ride on 
Sept. 21, it was to clear his 
head and prepare for his 
upcoming yearly pilgrimage 
to Burning Man. He’d been working 
hard to contribute toward transcendent 
souls, a sculpture for which he and his 
13-year-old daughter had built a heart 
formation in 2017, and then added to 
in 2018. (See our Parting Shot on p. 
51 for a photo of transcendent souls.)

In the days leading up to the ride, 
Breitbard’s cat had disappeared. The 
experience was a test of that very 
heart he’d been working to represent; 
and he was about to find that heart 
tested again. As Breitbard rounded a 
familiar corner along the trail, he saw 
a body and bike laying on the ground 
about 20 feet down the trail. 

It was John Biebl. Finding the man’s 
bike knocked over nearby, he assumed 
the unconscious  Biebl had crashed 
and hit his head. In the ensuing 
minutes, Breitbard cleared vomit from 
the mouth of Biebl  — who had begun 
to choke — assessed his vital signs, 
and called 911. Biebl’s arms flopped 
around and he drifted in and out of 
consciousness, but at one point was 
able to recite his wife’s phone number 
so Breitbard could let her know.

Biebl’s wife Sarah Poynter hurried 
down, where she met her husband 
and the paramedics at the trailhead, 
as well as Scout, their puppy, who 
had sat obediently by Biebl’s side the 
whole time. By that time, he was able 
to walk with assistance, but continued 
on to the hospital for tests. 

At the hospital Biebl recalled that 
he had been stung by something on 
the ride, which a mark on his neck 
confirmed, and had sat down prior 
to blacking out. Doctors assumed he 
had gone into anaphylactic shock, 
however, it isn’t typical for survivors to 
come-to or recover as quickly as had 
Biebl. They performed every relevant 
test they could think of, including 
respiratory and cardiovascular 
examinations, but could find not a 
single thing wrong with him. 

Upon the Breitbards’ return 
from Burning Man, the 
couples reunited at Alibi Ale 
Works and discovered that 

Poynter had taught 
the Breitbards’ 
daughter at Sierra 
Expeditionary 

Learning School. It also 
turned out that during the 
rescue, the family’s missing 
cat had returned home. For 
Breitbard, in retrospect, the 
whole experience had been 
the perfect way to gear up for 
Burning Man, where selfless acts of 
service are paramount. But most of 
all, for both families, it was a reminder 
to appreciate what we have in life. 

The ordeal won’t stop either man from 
biking, and both say they’re back on 
the trails. “On my deathbed, I won’t 
be there regretting that I was on my 
bike too much,” said Biebl. 

the wOmaN whO thrives
Thirty-three is around the age when 
most people begin to blossom into 
true adulthood. They start families, 
raise children, and build careers, 
appreciating the beauty a lifetime on 
Earth presents us. Instead of relishing 
in the milestones this life has to 
offer, Courtney Thurmon is fighting 
the battle of her life against stage 
IV breast cancer. Yet, somehow, this 
intelligent young woman manages to 
remain positive and bright.

Despite having had a double 
mastectomy, it was discovered that 
the cancer had already spread into 
her breastbone. This causes her to 
have trouble moving, breathing, and 
laughing, and if she gets a cold, it’s 
excruciating to cough. Thurmon’s life 
expectancy was once estimated at 
three years or less. That’s only three 
more years to laugh, to smile, and to 
say thank you, as she does, every day, 
every time someone helps her in any 
way. But, Courtney doesn’t believe in 
the word “terminal,” and believes that 
with attentive care and maintenance, 
there is no limit to her life expectancy 
at this time. She’s active with 
promoting breast cancer awareness, 
and remains an open book to any and 
all questions regarding her disease. 

Thurmon refuses to let her prognosis 
get in the way of living her life to the 
fullest it can still be. She was in school 
until last fall, continuing to pursue a 
graduate degree in special education, 
and has been working as much as her 
schedule allows. But, cancer treatment 
stifled her educational progress and 
her costly medical care has also 
greatly impacted her ability to succeed 
in Tahoe. 

Though she receives Social Security 
Disability Insurance, Thurmon does 
not qualify for other assistance 
because it’s considered “income.” 
She’s had trouble finding a place to 
live, but needs to live on her own, 
as she is often sick — whether it 
be from medication, stress, or too 
much activity — and does not feel 
comfortable living with other people.

Her story speaks to the current 
system of care, which does not well 
serve people in Thurmon’s situation, 
particularly in terms of medical 
insurance and meeting basic needs. 
She has considered moving, but her 
treatment team is here in Truckee, 

and it 
would be far 
too stressful to relocate and find new 
physicians.

Thurmon’s story was originally shared 
with Moonshine through Kimball Pier, 
who created Sierra Agape Therapeutic 
Services in 2010. Pier’s vision was to 
create a place that offered a range 
of holistic therapeutic services on 
a sliding fee basis; making healing 
affordable and available for people like 
Thurmon. Sierra Agape has developed 
a unique system to help people in the 
community in need, allowing a landing 
place for the public to safely donate 
through a 501c3 nonprofit. This also 
helps the recipients use those funds 
for housing or living costs, without 
affecting their income, which can limit 
their ability to receive SSDI. 

To help, donations for Courtney 
Thurmon are currently being 
accepted by visiting sierraagape.org. 
Sierra Agape’s sliding fee treatment 
options are based on the Buddhist 
philosophy of “dana” or commitment 
to generosity. 

LIFESAvER: Aaron Breitbard (left) gained a new biking buddy,  
John Biebl, on the Alder Creek trail after discovering him during  
a health scare. Courtesy John Biebl

by le’a gleasON
Moonshine Ink

Feel Good
Story

Two Remarkable Tales of Survival
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hOw tO sOlve:
Each row must 
contain the 
numbers 1 to 9; 
each column must 
contain the number 
1 to 9; and each 
set of 3 by 3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

fiNd the sOlutiONs iN the OpiNiON sectiON.

Welcome to OFF COLOR! Each month we’ll ask you to help come up 
with some creative language surrounding one of our stories. Send your 
answers to editors@moonshineink.com and we’ll print our favorites in 
the next edition, as well as award one winner with a prize.

OFF C O L O R

Last month: We asked you what you think Tahoe has too much of, in honor of Tim 
Hauserman’s geese story. Here’s the most colorful answer we received: “Tahoe has 
too many insensitive bears. They really don’t even care about waiting around for 
you. They just rip through your stuff and run off without even saying thanks. Jerks.”

This month: In honor of Linda Lindsay’s story on caffeine (p. 42), we’ve provided you 
a fill in the blanks statement.

Coffee and wine are like my life coaches. Coffee is there for a pat on the butt saying, 
“_______.” And then wine says “_______.”

Email your answers to culture@moonshineink.com and you could be entered to win a prize! 

The S tars
Astrology
Venus retrograde occurs this month, with the Sun transiting Venus-
ruled Libra until Oct. 23. Symbolized by the scales, Libra encourages 
us to find the beauty of balance and peace through diplomacy. Venus 
corresponds to the emotional heart, as well as our appreciation of 

worth and personal finances. Venus initiates her retrograde in Scorpio. Challenged by 
a square to Mars, this aspect reveals potential for conflict in relationships involving 
love and money. Beware of temptations shrouded in seductive manipulations. The 
heart is vulnerable now. Engage only with those who are forthright in their intentions. 
Examining what arouses jealousy can give us insight into what we value and how much 
energy we are willing to devote to attain it. Relationships are on trial now. Rest assured 
that those that do not pass the tests of this retrograde were no longer meant for you.

Astronomy
Throughout the summer, four of the five visible planets could be seen 
after sunset. With Venus turning retrograde, the evening star has fallen 
from view. Jupiter remains bright in the southwestern sky at sunset, 
with Saturn overhead and Mars to the southeast. Between Jupiter and 
Saturn lies the constellation Scorpius, which will start to slip from 

view as the sun approaches. To spot the celestial Scorpion, first identify Jupiter, which 
appears before the stars after sunset. As the stars emerge, find the red star Antares to 
the east of the planet. One of the fixed stars of the ecliptic, Antares is the center star 
of three which form the Scorpion’s back. West of Antares, four stars in a descending 
line create the claws, while to the east, the constellation slopes sharply downward then 
swoops up to form the characteristic curve of the Scorpion’s tail. The tail terminates in 
the luminous band of the Milky Way.

~ Dawn Andreoni is a yoga teacher and astrologer currently practicing on the North Shore 
of Lake Tahoe. 

by
dawN aNdreONi

Moonshine Ink

Puzzle Page
BROugHT TO yOu By

Your Name Here
999-999-7766 • www.xxxxxxxxxx.com
Sponsor this page! Contact sales@moonshineink.com
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yOur caNvas

Parting Shot

MORTEzA ANSARI, “Untitled,” photograph of Transcendent Souls project, directed by Nicole Ashton Martin; sharppics.com, Instagram: @soaringDude
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North Tahoe’s 
Most Flavorful Fundraiser

Thursday
November 8

 6-9pm

Tahoe Biltmore
 Crystal Bay

30+ food, wine & beer tasting stations
Valuable silent auction & raffle

$40 Advance Tickets
$50 Day of Event

Proceeds to benefit
North Tahoe Business Association

with a portion donated to Project MANA

NorthTahoeBusiness.org
530-546-9000

14th Annual


