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SIERRA COLLEGE TAHOE-TRUCKEE CAMPUS

REGISTER NOW FOR
FALL CLASSES!
• Career/Technical Training

• Ten on-ground majors

• Guaranteed Transfers

• 300+ online classes

• Financial Aid available

Fall 2018 classes begin August 20

Tahoe-Truckee Campus
11001 College Trail, Truckee CA 96161
(530) 550-2225

www.sierracollege.edu

Connected By
More Than A Runway
SINCE 1958

We are here for our community and
have a responsibility to it. What
happens here and how we grow, work
together and prosper is important to us.

530.587.4119
info@truckeetahoeairport.com
www.truckeetahoeairport.com
Airport Community Hotline:
530.287.2799
(Your Comments Matter)

Follow us on

— Fast Facts —
MISSION
The Truckee Tahoe Airport (KTRK) is a community airport that
provides high-quality aviation facilities and services to meet local
needs. We strive for low impact on our neighbors while enhancing
the benefit to the community-at-large.

1

TERMINAL

2

RUNWAYS

220

HANGARS

2,600
ACRES

The Airport is a special district of California. It is a local, focused form
of government led by a five member elected Board of Directors that
provides aviation services and facilities.

ELEVATION: 5,901 ft MSL
One of the highest in the nation
POPULATION SERVED:
35,000 full-time residents and
80,000 peak period visitors
SIZE: Serves Lake Tahoe, Truckee,
Sierraville, Donner Summit, etc.
AVIATION: KTRK serves private
and charter aircraft but offers no
scheduled commercial flights

Community Partnerships
Through our Giving Back Programs
we support over 50 local entities.

With over 35,000+ flight operations per year, KTRK
connects people to the region as part of the Federal
Transportation System.

The new Air Traffic Control Tower
at KTRK works to:
4 Increase aeronautical safety
4 Decrease annoyance

MEETING SPACE

95 different

non-profits
held a total of
meetings
+ events in
the Airport
Boardrooms

491

Do Tell!
The Great Grocery Debate
Do we need three more grocery stores in a town of about 17,000 permanent
residents? Raley’s, Grocery Outlet, and a currently unknown brand at the Railyard
are proposed to bring nearly 100,000 square feet of new grocery store space to
Truckee (see p. 12). Moonshine Ink takes to the streets to ask the controversial
question, “Where do you grocery shop now, and where do you plan to in the
future?”

INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS BY WADE SNIDER/MOONSHINE INK

TINA STULL, Truckee
Small business owner

I shop at Save Mart and New Moon. I am disappointed
about the Nugget not being built. It is a great, familyoperated establishment. We need to keep business
local because that is part of what makes Tahoe a
special place. Small businesses are where it’s at.

RYAN URBAN, Sacramento
Weekend warrior, ex-local

When I lived in Tahoe, I shopped at Save Mart in
Tahoe City for convenience’s sake. Now, when I come
up on a weekend basis, I always pack my Yeti full of
food before I get up here. It’s just too expensive. I will
probably keep doing the same even after [the new
stores] are built.

ANNA KERNER, Truckee
Long-term transplant

Currently I shop at New Moon and Safeway. I am
excited for the Raley’s. It’s much closer to where I live
and I won’t have to drive on the interstate or through
downtown to get groceries. Also, I love the inexpensive
wine and organic food at Grocery Outlet in Reno.
Hopefully that stays the same in Truckee.

RYAN CONNESS, Truckee
Tahoe-born and -raised

Reno. Haha. Food is too expensive here.

JOHN LAUER, Truckee
Adventure enthusiast

Currently I shop at Safeway because I like the selection
more. I don’t mess with Save Mart. I am excited for
the Grocery Outlet and Raley’s. More choices will be
better and hopefully Save Mart and Safeway will get it
together with more competition.
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MOUNTAIN KIDS
COOK-OFF FESTIVAL
AUGUSTTH

NORTHSTARCALIFORNIACOM/MTNKIDS
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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GO ONLINE

HOT STORIES FROM
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s email list
features stories that are
published only online.
Sign up by visiting moonshineink.com/subscribe.

Tiny Porch: Zepparella
Presenting the fourth installment of our Tiny Porch Concerts:
Clementine, founder and drummer of Led Zeppelin cover band
Zepparella, shows us her softer side with smooth jazz vocals
over intricate guitar by Italian Daniele Gottardo. Check out the
original music video and an exclusive interview with Clementine.

We are here for when they do.
Our team is dedicated to your pet’s recovery.

Restore Your Pet’s Health
If your animal has:
Surgery • Spinal Cord Injury
Ligament/Muscle Tear • Wounds
Toe Injuries • Bone Fractures • Arthritis
We create a custom holistic treatment plan including:
Physical Rehabilitation • Laser Therapy
Spinal Manipulation Therapy • Nutritional Support
Also: Ask about exercises and techniques
to prevent injury before it happens!
Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM

12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee • 530-582-1133
Ta h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

CLEMENTINE

VIEW & READ ONLINE IN THE ARTS & CULTURE SECTION

#KeepTahoeSmart Newsletter
Do you receive our email newsletter? We’ve given it an overhaul;
a new format and look, but with the same, fresh dose of information about the Basin and beyond. And, in our new-fangled
Across the West section, we share solid info from other places
that reminds us of what’s going on here at home.
STAY INVOLVED

SIGN UP AT MOONSHINEINK.COM/SUBSCRIBE

Downtown is the Heart of Truckee
Resident Stephanie Olivieri wrote a passionate opinion piece
about her decision to join a lawsuit challenging the Truckee Town
Council’s decision to approve a Raley’s grocery store. Her piece
was one of website’s most read this month. “Truckee deserves a
second chance to have this discussion openly,” she wrote.
READ ONLINE IN THE OPINION SECTION

STANDING UP FOR TRUCKEE

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST
‘BOOKS, TWEETS & ‘GRAMS
FREE SUNSET
SUP DEMOS at

Discover breaking news,
generous giveaways, and
behind-the-scene peeks at
the Moonshine process.

Local Business Feature

West End Beach
7/7 and 7/21.

RENTALS • GEAR • APPAREL • EXPERT ADVICE

In June, we debuted our new Shop Local section,
and along with it, a business feature on local businesses serving the community. We posted a photo
of Billy Griffin, owner of New Moon Natural Foods on our
Instagram, to which one user commented, “another reason why
we need to voice our opposition to the Grocery Outlet.”
VIEW OUR INSTAGRAM @MOONSHINEINK

Tahoe City Rendering

SHOP LOCAL

In June’s You Asked. They Answered. Sage
Sauerbrey fielded a question about construction in
Tahoe City, which led us to share a rendering of the
project on our Facebook page. Many readers took an interest to
the image showing the city’s proposed facelift.

Families Belong Together
Use code MOONSHINE10
for 10% OFF RENTALS
for mountain bikes,
e-bikes, family bikes,
SUPs, and kayaks.

TahoeSportsHub.com • (530) 582-4510
6

12 JULY – 8 AUGUST 2018

MOONSHINEINK.COM

PLANNED CONSTRUCTION

Wade Snider attended and photographed
the Families Belong Together rally in
Truckee June 30. More than 270 people
attended and in stark contrast to today’s
trolling tendencies, people responded with
positive vibes only to our Facebook post of
photos from the event.
VIEW AT FACEBOOK.COM/
TAHOEMOONSHINEINK

RALLYING FOR RIGHTS
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Photo by Jeremy Jensen; image by Moonshine; courtesy photo; photo by Wade Snider; rendering courtesy Tahoe Transportation District; photo by Wade Snider

Injuries happen.

"The media landscape
continues to change at an
incredibly rapid pace. As a
society and within our
community, we need to ﬁgure
out how to save journalism."

Join me in subscribing to
Moonshine Ink
# K E E P TA H O E S M A R T

KAT IE SH AF FE R

CE O AN D F OU N D E R
E A ST RI VE R P R

Lorien Powers
Studio Jewelry
Custom Design
Local Artists
Unique Gifts
H a n d m ade

I N T H E T RUC K E E HO T E L
10007 Bridge Street, Suite C, Truckee, CA
L or ie n Po w e rs.co m | 530-563-8191

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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EXPERIENCE
FULL LIP COLOR
7 available at our salon 8

Permanent makeup gives more definition to lips, adds fullness to the
mouth, and corrects uneven lips. This procedure will help prevent lipstick
from bleeding and can minimize the appearance of wrinkles.
Lip color can be applied in either a natural tone or a more vivid one. Wear
it alone or apply lipstick over the permanent makeup for a dramatic look.
You will find that permanent makeup holds the lipstick color longer —
lasting all day.

21+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN PERMANENT MAKEUP
Lifetime Member

(530) 587-6263 (MANE) · ManeAttraction.biz · 10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted Best Fine
Dining Restaurant
Historic Hilltop
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee
HAPPY HOUR
in the BAR
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:
All Night Long

‘Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick’
When every development lands in a lawsuit,
are we losing the art of diplomacy?
“Speak softly and carry a big stick.”
That was Teddy Roosevelt’s both
subtle and crude approach to foreign
policy — when diplomacy doesn’t
work, break out the big guns.

Maybe some of these projects are good
for our region; maybe they’re not.
Determining this is left up to the local
governments, and they are typically the
organizations getting sued because of
inconsistencies between their own and
While covering the multitude of
the people’s visions. The developers,
developments working through the
for that matter, don’t always have a
public process across Truckee/North
EDITOR’S NOTE
firm grasp on what the region needs,
Tahoe, I’ve noticed a one-sided
By Sage Sauerbrey
but that’s not to say they can’t be
parallel to Teddy’s philosophy in how
swayed. Developers who communicate
our community often approaches
and adapt to the community don’t always move
decision making and growth: When negotiating
quickly through the process, but they do move.
compromise on difficult land use planning issues,
To compromise means spending time to align on
we always carry a lawsuit in our back pockets.
a common vision, to see through the static, and
This is an expensive and time-consuming adaptato make a sacrifice or two — we’re all sharing
tion of the big stick.
this beautiful place, but we’re not all going to get
The ability to sue is a deserved right, and the
our way.
California Environmental Quality Act has made
I don’t believe such an approach to compromise
legal action a far more accessible tool for the
everyday person to use when standing up against is far-fetched. I hear stories of communication,
sacrifice, and fellowship every day, (p. 46). In
overdevelopment of our land and environment.
fact, most of the sources I interview — often
When all else fails, a CEQA lawsuit truly is the
representing opposing viewpoints — all share
ace up the sleeve, the last chance to oppose a
the same basic goals for the area: housing (p.
development before ground breaks. But, when
35), economic prosperity (p. 28), protection of
lawsuits are bringing nearly every project in the
our environment (p. 20), and yes, community.
region eventually to a halt, does that suggest we
We may live in a litigious country, one in which
are losing the art of compromise?
there is one lawyer for every 300 people, and an
After years of negotiations, a suit over a 100-byupcoming SCOTUS pick that has far-reaching
50-foot easement threatens to derail the Tahoe
consequences, but in my experience, mountain
City Lodge, (p. 18); two of Truckee’s three
dwellers have always found creative and entergrocery proposals are under either litigation or
prising ways to band together and solve their
appeal (p. 12); and the Railyard has been delayed problems. We’re in a position to go against the
for years due to a tenant’s refusal to move
grain, engage in communication and fellowship
(The litigants eventually found a compromise).
in order to align on shared visions, and stop
Numerous other projects are also currently tied
suing the pants off one another.
up in, or delayed by, litigation: Martis Valley
I think Teddy would agree that the true art of
West, the Village at Squaw, the Homewood
carrying a big stick is in not having to use it.
Master Plan ... The list goes on.

M O O N S H I N E

I N K

S T A F F

If we got to choose the industry that had a store war (p. 12) ...

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “ethnic food” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

Thursday, July 12
Szlachetka

Thursday, July 26
Bias and Dunn

Wednesday, July 18
Guitar Town

Wednesday, August 1
George Souza

Thursday, July 19
Jonathan and Parker

Thursday, August 2
George Souza

Wednesday, July 25
Panda

Wednesday, August 8
Serina Dawn and Mark

CottonwoodRestaurant.com

(530) 587-5711

Reservations
Appreciated

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161
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ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “kids clothing” Miller
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Le’a “Indian food” Gleason
(lea@moonshineink.com)

Sage “taco trucks” Sauerbrey
(sage@moonshineink.com)

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

DAVID “bookstores” BUNKER
MELISSA “kid shuttles” SIIG
DAVE “Chinese restaurants” ZOOK

JAMIE “thrift stores” WANZEK
(jwanzek@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION

SCOTT “shoes” ROBINSON

GRAPHIC DESIGN

LAUREN “direct flights” SHEARER

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

(lshearer@moonshineink.com)

Ryan Buell, William Fassett, Kara Fox,
Jackie Ginley, Alexandra Spychalsky,
Chelsea Walterscheid

PHOTOGRAPHER

WADE “kitty snacks” SNIDER
(wade@moonshineink.com)

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

ON THE COVER

2D090
ABOUT THE PHOTO | 2D090,
also known as Herman, is one
of two bulls on the Sierra Valley
Yak Farm, the focus of this
installment of Animal Tales, p. 38.
Even though those horns look
dangerous, Herman is a big softy.
All he wants is treats.

ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER |
After much pestering from friends
and family, Wade Snider started
to put his work out there and
now he’s the Moonshine Ink staff
photographer. Capturing yaks,
cats, and kittens is particularly
fulfilling for him. You can find
dozens of cat photos on his
website, wadesnider.com.
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33 | Space it Up!
Fire safety is crucial in summer; even
deck fire pits are regulated

10 | Readers Reflect, Out & About
Truckee’s youngest graduates
11 | My Shot
Shutting down public lands from
snowmobile use is a divisive strategy

40

Riders in the Downieville Classic are treated to raucous celebration
throughout the ride. This year the event takes place Aug. 2 to 5.
Photo courtesy Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship

MOUNTAIN LIFE
38 | Animal Tales
The yaks of Sierra Valley

16 | You Asked. They Answered.
Use of Truckee’s parking fees, the status
of the Meeks Bay Marina, and what to
do with all your old CFLs

46 | Feel Good Story
Using Tahoe Truckee People for good
TAP CALENDAR

20 | Morse, McClintock Square Off
The two candidates for California’s
4th Congressional District face off on
immigration, healthcare, housing, and
more in a Moonshine Ink debate

39 | What’s Happening?
Events calendar

30 | Business Briefs
Nevada County brings in $343.7
million in tourism revenue; Mountain
Lion launches home care service;
tahoeposters.com closes down;
Precision Flooring moves locations; and
more

40 | Get Out & Go
Adventure Risk Challenge’s poetry
reading and fundraiser July 31

F E AT U R E S

24 | In The Past
Truckee was once home to a large
chicken ranch

28 | Culinary Collaborations
Kitchen Collab has been a long time
in the making; a commissary kitchen
concept to help get small food
businesses off the ground.

42 | Get Out & Go
Downieville Classic returns Aug. 2 to 5

NEWS
14 | Store Wars: Episode 2
The perfect storm of grocery store proposals has people alert for what a
potential 100,000 square feet of additional space means for the town.

18 | Sued Again: Tahoe City Lodge
On the verge of breaking ground, the Tahoe City Lodge faces another
lawsuit, threatening the project’s survival and future investment in North
Tahoe … related to a slice of land just 50 feet wide and 100 feet long.

MOUNTAIN LIFE
36 | Wandering Natives
Publisher Mayumi Elegado rafted the Middle Fork of the Salmon River
with associate editor Sage Sauerbrey as her guide last summer. This is her
touching recount of the memories made during the rare opportunity to
explore the awe-inspiring river.

C O N T R I B U T O R S
ALEXANDRA SPYCHALSKY is a
ski racing coach and award-winning
freelance writer living in Truckee. Before
moving west, she worked for various
magazines and newspapers in New
York until she traded in city life for the
mountains of California.

MELISSA SIIG is a former associate
editor for Moonshine Ink. When not at
her keyboard, she is busy running the
Tahoe Art Haus & Cinema with husband
Siig and playing with her three kids and
large German shepherd outside on trails
and in the water. Melissa writes about the
Tahoe City Lodge lawsuit on p. 18.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

34 | On Sale Now
Feel the breeze or walk to the lake from
your cool summer home
35 | How’s the Market
Bidding wars: symptom of seller’s market

NEWS
6 | Editor’s Note
When almost every development ends
in a lawsuit, have we lost the art to
compromise?

26 | News Briefs
Grand jury critiques Placer County
affordable housing efforts; Record low
lake clarity announced; Town pursues
negotiations over library management;
Community Arts Center park coming to
Truckee; and more

HOME FRONT
32 | Market Watch
Truckee inventory rose dramatically

CHELSEA WALTERSHEID has been
listening to old timers tell stories of
Truckee her whole life. Always fascinated
with history lessons, she enjoys pairing
pieces from the past with bits of her
own life growing up in Truckee. She has
been planning the Old Timers’ Picnic
for 20 years and never tires of the tales.
Read about Truckee’s booming chicken
business from years ago, p. 24.
As a Navy brat, MAYUMI ELEGADO’S
hometown was everywhere. Exposed
to the inner workings of many different
cultures, she believes in the power of
contemplation and conversation — a direct
line to becoming publisher of Moonshine
Ink. You’ll find her recharging her batteries
learning from her horse and dogs, hiking
aimlessly in the woods, and planning the
next trip to a place that calls, p. 36.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
43 | DRIVEN
Alison Hardy and Jay Wilsey: On
backpacking from San Diego to Tahoe
and overcoming huge odds on the path
to fitness
44 | The Day Off
The many intricacies of sneaker culture
SOUL KITCHEN
45 | IntentionaliTea
Ellen Tobben blends mindfulness, yoga,
and loose-leaf tea
YOUR CANVAS
47 | Tahoe Burl Theory
Hand painted signs on unique organic
materials

Moonshine Ink is published monthly and
hits the streets on the second Friday of each
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions
expressed are those of authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink staff
or advertisers. Please contact us for advertising
information at sales@moonshineink.com.
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe.
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper. Stay
up to date online at moonshineink.com.
Issue

Deadline

9 Aug – 12 Sept
13 Sept – 10 Oct
11 Oct – 7 Nov

27 July
31 Aug
28 Sept

These are the drop-dead deadlines. However, if you want your submission considered,
please try to send it in as early as possible
and contact us for submission guidelines at
info@moonshineink.com.
10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161
(530) 587-3607 ph | (530) 587-3635 fax
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OPINION

OUT&

ABOUT

Youngest
Truckee-ites
Graduate!

Courtesy photo

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com.

Start Acting Like a Family
In late June, 300 of us gathered
together in Truckee to protest
for immigration reform, to
“Keep Families Together.”
Things should not be happening
in the way they currently are.
The goal was to give voice to the
refugee/immigrant community.
A lot of people don’t understand
that these parents are fleeing to
our shared borders to protect
their children from life-threatening violence. A lot of people
don’t understand the U.S. role in
creating these inhospitable living
environments. We spoke to
encourage civil communication
between all political parties to
find a solution together, to not
be so divided by our political
identification, and for all people
to recognize our equality and

start acting more like a family.
As a family if one of us is
sick we are all sick, if one of us
has an addiction we all have an
addiction, and if one of us is
oppressed we are all oppressed.
We encourage people to do
more than post outrage on
social media. Please inform
yourself from a variety of reliable media sources. Take action
and vote. Get engaged with
groups like Truckee Indivisible
or the ACLU.

~ Angele Carroll, Truckee,
via letter

community.
We provide
unconditional love,
companionship, and
comfort
during good
times and
RUBI
bad.
It was fun hearing so many
stories and learning about pups
and peeps all around the Tahoe/
Truckee area.
~ Woofs & Wags, Rubi
Malamute Miller, via letter

Thirty local families celebrated another successful year of
Family Room, a bilingual toddler program, with a graduation celebration on June 22. The Family Resource Center of
Truckee’s free program is dedicated to the development of
literacy and school readiness in both Spanish and English for
families with children under 3 years old. Activities include a mix
of reading, music, and crafts. Access to a free lending library of
English and Spanish children’s books is included. Since 2011,
more than 1,300 parents and 1,500 children have participated.
Family Room teachers will hold Summer Reading programs
for parents and young children in five neighborhoods: Donner
Creek Mobile Home Park (Monday), Sierra Village Apartments
(Tuesday), Henness Flats Apartments (Wednesday), Truckee
Pines Apartments (Thursday), and the Family Resource Center
of Truckee (Friday). Summer Reading runs July 9 to Aug. 24,
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

In response to A Village
from Scratch

be privately-owned and the

Cohousing Clarification

will be held in common like in

As part of the Truckee River
Cohousing group I would like
to clarify that the homes will

~ Swenja Ziegler, Truckee, via

common buildings and spaces
a condo association.
online

In response to May’s
doggie edition

Thanks to Woo
Thanks to all the Moonshiners
for the dog issue of Moonshine
Ink. My Dad Ed read me every
story.
We Furkids are a very
important part of life in our

Grateful Gardens

L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO N TR AC TO R

Create | Install | Maintain
Commercial | Residential

gratefulgardens.biz

530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.
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OPINION

Shutting Down Public Lands to Appease a
Distant Minority Is a Divisive Strategy
In spring 2015, the Tahoe
National Forest held public
meetings to garner comments on its
scoping proposal
for Over-Snow
Vehicle (OSV)
travel (snowmobiles, snow
bikes etc.). The
plan from this
initial period
MY SHOT
recommended
By Dennis Troy
closing down
approximately 3,500 acres of
lands, much of which were
low priority snowmobiling
and sled-ski areas. Fast
forward to April 2018 — the
forest service has released its
Draft Environmental Impact
Statement with a preferred
alternative that shuts down
some 230,000+ acres to
OSV use. How did we go
from 3,500 acres to over
230,000 acres?!!
Tahoe National Forest is
preparing its OSV travel plan
because of a lawsuit and
subsequent settlement agreement with the Snowlands
Network and Winter
Wildlands Alliance. With
little rhyme or reason, these
groups have lobbied the
forest service for a considerable amount of land to be
closed to OSV. Rather than
working to improve access to
the backcountry for nonmotorized use, which is their
stated mission, these two
groups are working exclusively to remove OSV use. It
seems they think it’s easier
to sue the forest service than
solve the problem of access.
But is that really the answer?
Currently, over 80 percent
of the Alpine terrain in the
Sierra Nevada Mountain
range is closed to OSV use.
The Snowlands Network of
Los Gatos and the Winter
Wildlands Alliance of Boise,
Idaho, do not represent
the local users. They are
a minority who push their
ideological views on the
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

forest service. These groups
must realize that contact
is not conflict. There are
plenty of happy skiers
at Castle Peak and
elsewhere, enjoying
their day, even within
the presence of snowmobilers. From Martis
Peak to the west side
of Andesite Ridge, lost
snowshoers and skiers
not familiar with the
areas regularly receive
help from the snowmobile
community to get to their
destinations. Many other
backcountry skiers own and
use snowmobiles as a tool to
access backcountry terrain.
Yet, Snowlands and Winter
Wildlands Alliance have
done their best to drive a
divisive wedge between the
local backcountry users.
Rather than working as one,
litigation was used to gain
the upper hand to push the
interest of only a few users.
The advocacy groups could
be attacking the problem of
limited access to quiet recreation by pushing to develop
more plowed trailheads at
existing closed areas. Instead,
they are attacking another
user group. In the process,
they are creating far more
conflict than they are solving.
The snowmobile community
is working to get heard and
inform the public about
the preferred alternative
that shuts down some 360
square miles to OSV use.
In April and May of this
year, the forest service held
open houses in Sierraville,
Sierra City, and Auburn
that saw approximately
60 people attend. Shortly
after, the Sierra Snowmobile
Foundation, a grassroots
organization of local snowmobilers and sled skiers was
formed. SSF believed the
community wasn’t well-versed
about the proposal, so the
group lobbied for a fourth
meeting to be held in the

Truckee/North Lake Tahoe
area. An open house was
held May 18 in Truckee and
over 300 OSV proponents
attended to show their support for keeping these lands
open. The sentiment at the
open house was clear: local
users do NOT want to see
additional lands shut down
to snowmobile/sled-skiing.
This was further conveyed
by the approximately 2,800
public comments that were
submitted.

We all know that access to
the backcountry is what
makes the Tahoe and
adjacent National Forests
special, but should it come
at the sacrifice of closing
out a specific user group?
The majority of local users
don’t believe that it should.
Hopefully this message
is conveyed to the forest
service, and these special
places are kept open for all
users to enjoy.

~ Dennis Troy has been
backcountry skiing and
snowmobiling across the
Sierra Nevada mountains
for the past 15 years. When
he realized that the voice
of snowmobilers and sledskiers wasn’t being heard,
he helped form the Sierra
Snowmobile Foundation,
a grassroots effort that
provides a platform for local
backcountry snowmobilers
and sled-skiers. Info: sierrasnowmobilefoundation.com

Shop Local.
Shop Lake-Friendly.

Thank You

Shop at these

Al Tahoe Laundry Center • Alpenrose Inn • Alpine Animal Hospital • Alpine Realty International • Alpine Self-Storage • Anthony Romero’s Barber Shop • Bank of the West • Bargains
Galore Thrift Boutique • Best in Show Pet Grooming • Bliss
Salon • Blue Angel Café • Bob Dog Pizza • Design Workshop •
Dirk Yuricich Photography • Dr. Nicole Gordon DDS • FATCO •
Flowers by Terri • Gaia-licious • Gift Shop at Lake Tahoe • Heal
Integrative Veterinary Medicine • Hotel Azure • Howard Johnson Express Inn • Incline Boat Storage & Marine • Integrated
Environmental Restoration Services • Inversion Gym • John’s
Cleaners • Kingsbury Automotive & Supply • Kingsbury Hardware • Lakeside Glass • League to Save Lake Tahoe • Mary’s
Drapery & Interior Design • NCE • Parkside Inn at Incline • RAH
Hair Studio • ReMax Realty • Rojo’s Tavern • Sierra Cabinetry &
Drafting • Sierra Veterinary Hospital • Ski Run Center: Cut Loose,
Good Fellas, KFC, Michael L Dupree CPA, Powder House, Red
Hut Café, Sierra Central Credit Union, Ski Run Laundry, Tahoe
Modern Makers, VIP Nails and Spa • Sno-Flake Drive-In • South
Shore Bikes • South Shore Glass & Door • SUP Tahoe • Tahoe
Chamber of Commerce • Tahoe House Bakery & Gourmet •
Tahoe Landscaping • Tahoe Tails & Trails • Tahoe Toys & Treasures • Tep’s Villa Roma • The Brewery at Lake Tahoe Boulevard
• The Design Shoppe • The Village Board Shop • Dr. Frederick
Wenck, DDS • Wells Fargo Bank, Incline • Wildwood Makers
Market • Yellow Submarine • Edgewood Tahoe • Hard Rock
Hotel • MontBleu Resort Casino & Spa

MOONSHINEINK.COM

businesses that are
protecting Lake
Tahoe by completing and maintaining
their BMPs. Contact
us today to learn
how to participate
at 775-589-5202.

trpa.org
tahoebmp.org
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NEWS
have raised questions about whether
the Truckee economy can support the
opening of three new stores within a
relatively short amount of time, and if
a new study needs to be done to take
stock of the current marketplace.

Episode 2

How three grocery stores
fit into Truckee’s future

R

BY SAGE SAUERBREY

egardless of Town planning
commission approvals in
the last year, three grocery
chains attempting to open stores in
Truckee are still working to get off
the ground. Nugget appears dead in
the water for now; Grocery Outlet is
trying to appease nearby concerned
residents as a Town Council discussion approaches; and Raley’s is tied
up in a lawsuit, despite plans to break
ground this summer. The perfect
storm of store proposals has people
alert for what a potential 100,000
square feet of total new grocery store
space means for the town. Here is a
status appraisal.

WHEN IT RAINS, IT POURS
“Most people in the Town — certainly
Town Hall — were pretty surprised
that we would get three … proposals
for grocery stores literally all at once,”
Truckee Town Manager Jeff Loux said.
“It certainly [presented] a challenge
that the Town of Truckee staff had not
faced before.”
Each property targeted for grocery
development was zoned for these uses
in the Town’s plan, Loux said. Each
fits into the broader designs for how
Truckee will look and function in the
future — plans that have been decades
in the making through typical planning
processes, he said. Yet, the approvals

“In hindsight I think we can say that
it would have been useful to have
updated those economic studies so
that people would feel comfortable
that all the data were on the table,”
Loux said. “The thing that one has
to remember is that when developers
come in for their applications they
become quite insistent that those
applications move along quickly, and
they push pretty hard … it drives
everybody to try to get it going and
that’s just good customer service — we
do that for everybody.”

RALEY’S AT JOERGER RANCH
Although all three projects have come
to a head within the past year (see
timeline, p. 14), each of the properties
has a long backstory.
Joerger Ranch, or Truckee’s Planned
Community - 3 (PC3), was not
the originally intended site for the
proposed Raley’s project. When JMA
Ventures founder and chairman Art
Chapman was first approached by the
Raley’s team, who are family friends of
Chapman, he originally proposed the
store be built on non-aviation land at
the Truckee Tahoe Airport. Chapman
said it seemed an easy choice following his recent success with the nearby
Clear Capital project, but local smart
growth nonprofit Mountain Area
Preservation (MAP) suggested the
developer utilize the nearby Joerger
Ranch property.
A goal for the Joerger Ranch specific
plan, approved in 2015 after more

IN PROGRESS: 1) Railyard developer Rick Holliday says he plans for 80 percent of the
infrastructure for the project to be completed by the end of this year, after a projected $25
million investment; 2) Art Chapman plans to finish the foundation for the Raley’s at Joerger
Ranch by the time the snow falls; and 3) the Grocery Outlet at Gateway has a tentative Town
council date of July 24. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

3

than a decade of discussion and planning, is to “help diversify Truckee’s
economy without creating a new
downtown or a passé strip shopping
center,” according to the plan, and
much of its development is intended
for businesses that might be cumbersome downtown.
Stefanie Olivieri, owner of Cabona’s
in downtown Truckee and founding
member of MAP, was a strong voice
in bringing the project across the
street from the airport to Joerger
Ranch in the fall of 2015, but later
personally balked at the size of the
grocery proposal, saying its potential
for competition with downtown is too
great, and it needs to build housing
concurrent with the project. Olivieri
and Protect CEQA, a Sacramentobased unincorporated association with
a history of opposing grocery store
developments, sued the development
following its Town council approval
on March 13. A settlement offer
proposed by Chapman to cut back the
retail space in the development and
replace it with ‘achievable’ housing was treated with skepticism by
Olivieri.
“The reduction of commercial is an
excellent idea, but I’m not sure much
more than that would be supportable,
anyways,” Olivieri said. “It’s great
to have that additional housing, but
it does not answer the concern that
there is no housing proposed concurrent with the development of the
retail; there could be years’ lag.”
In spite of the suit — with a hearing
date planned for November — the
developer plans to move ahead on
construction of the 36,000-square-foot
store. “We intend to proceed with
construction of the Raley’s — the first
phase,” Chapman said. “We’re focus-

2

1

12
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ing our efforts to getting that under
construction and then we’ll look at
the other 11 acres out there and see
what we can do with it.” Although he
highlighted the importance of workforce housing in the area, Chapman
is unsure of the extent of the housing
component on the Joerger Ranch plot
if his settlement isn’t received. He
hopes to break ground before the snow
falls and to go vertical in the spring.
According to Jeff Loux, the Raley’s
team has the legal ability to break
ground this year despite the lawsuit.
“There’s nothing that would stop them
from moving forward except at this
point they don’t have a permit for
their engineering site work and they
don’t have a building permit,” Loux
said. He added that the lack of those
permits was not for any legal reason,
though, and the developer can apply
for a permit as soon as they are ready.
Loux said the Town had heard from
the litigant’s attorney that they are
interested in trying to stop construction by some method, possibly by an
injunction of some sort, but Olivieri
says that at this point she has no plans
to attempt to halt the construction.
The PC3 parcel intended for the
Raley’s has been zoned for a grocery
store since it was created, but a 2010
study by Bay Area Economics that
helped lead the specific plan claimed
“the success of a grocery store at this
site would likely be at the expense of
other Truckee grocery stores (existing
or planned).” A market study was also
comissioned by Protect CEQA with
Area Research Associates that determined large revenue losses due to the
multiple grocery proposals currently
on the table. Raley’s Chief Operating
Officer Keith Knopf disagrees, saying
the store would be primarily supported by diverting customers from
shopping in Reno, and even its own
store in Incline Village.
“We know through a lot of science that
we’re going to pull a lot of those health
minded, quality conscious customers
away from the Whole Foods in Reno,
and I think that’s going to be several
million dollars,” Knopf said. “In fact,
our economics are dependent on pulling those several million dollars worth
of the Whole Foods Reno volume.”
The 2010 BAE study had also
further surmised that with existing
stores, as well as planned stores
such as at the Railyard and Gray’s
Crossing, “the need is estimated at
less than sufficient to support a full
sized conventional supermarket” for
Truckee. Since then, BAE has written

a letter to the Town stating that some
of its estimates were conservative, and
that “at the time the 2010 report was
prepared, the Town was still feeling
the effects of the Great Recession
and expectations for recovery were
uncertain.” Additionally, the Gray’s
Crossing store proposal has faltered
and Nugget Markets, planned for the
Railyard, read the writing on the wall
and pulled out of the development the
same day that Raley’s was approved.

UNKNOWN AT THE RAILYARD
Rick Holliday, developer of the
Railyard project, laments the irony
of this turn of events, saying that the
Nugget was leaps ahead of the Raley’s
before its approval turned everything
around. Nugget Markets submitted a
full set of plans to the Town in 2016,
Holliday said, but the Town wouldn’t
process it until it also looked at the
Railyard Master Plan. The Nugget was
eventually approved by the planning
commission on Dec. 19, 2017.
Originally, the Railyard was zoned
for a small specialty grocery in the
17,000-square-foot range, but this was
upped to 35,000 square feet in the
fall of 2016 following a vast increase
in space the Railyard was allowed due
to negotiations with the Union Pacific
Railroad allowing it to develop within
the Balloon Track that runs through
the project. The alteration to the
development added an additional 12
acres of land to the Railyard, and in
2013 Holliday began to reevaluate the
grocery options.

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE
—

SIN CE

19 89

—

It was at this point that the Railyard
and the soon-to-be Joerger Ranch
project became intertwined, although
how this happened is subject to some
debate from either side. Holliday said
that in August 2015 he was emailed
by, and later met with Michael Teel,
Raley’s CEO, who was interested in
the space at the Railyard. He was also
approached by Nugget and Whole
Foods during 2014 and 2015. In
September 2015 the Railyard landed
on Nugget as their preferred option
due to the fact that Nugget wanted
to buy the land as opposed to lease,
had no corporate debt, and has made
Fortune Magazine’s top 100 employers list 13 years in a row.
In contrast, the Raley’s team says that
it happened the other way around,
and Chapman disputes the store’s
initial interest entirely. Raley’s Chief
Operating Officer Keith Knopf said
Raley’s did not see the location as “a
fit for the Truckee community,” while
See STORE

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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WARS p. 14
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STORE WARS from p. 13

Chapman maintains “the Railyard
interests contacted [Knopf] directly
and Raley’s rejected the site, and it
was only after they had rejected the
site that the Railyard interests contacted Nugget. Raley’s never wanted
to be down there; it was too congested
and too inconvenient.”
Now that Nugget has backed out
two years later, Raley’s has proposed
its version of a small scale specialty
foods market, Market 5-ONE-5, as an
option for the space, but in a smaller
capacity of less than 20,000 square
feet. Holliday has denied the offer so
far, saying that he “promised Truckee
a full service grocery store.”
For now though, Holliday puts the
grocery low on the list of priorities,
and said, frankly, “I don’t want to start
grocery wars with Art Chapman.” He
is focusing on laying the infrastructure
for the Railyard, of which he has
already invested over $20 million and
says will be at 80 percent completion
by the end of the year, and commencing construction on the Artist Lofts
affordable housing component of the
project in September. Maybe when
building slows down in the winter,
the team will start hitting the grocery
store beat again, he says.

GROCERY OUTLET AT GATEWAY
On the other side of town at the
Gateway, the third grocery store
moving through the public process
is caught in a different web. The
smaller 17,000-square-foot Grocery
Outlet to be built by Capitol Avenue
Development and Investments is in the
midst of making revisions for its plan
after finding its original plan didn’t fit
the existing criteria for development.
According to Kurt Reinkens, CEO of
MWA Architecture and Engineering,
architect for the project, the development was originally submitted under

1990s

Railyard Master
Plan approved
with 17,000-sq.-ft.
grocery store.

a planned development definition,
which would have allowed it flexibility
to make alterations in the plan by
offsetting certain compliance violations with other public benefits. The
project proposed a transit stop, LEED
silver equivalence, and other modifications to offset cutting down on
parking spaces, among other things.
According to a community development director’s note from 2001 that
the town stumbled upon during its
processing the proposal, though,
the definition had been deemed
inappropriate for infill developments
such as the Grocery Outlet. The
developer withdrew its plan, and
made modifications to be in complete
compliance — added parking and one
additional deed restricted workforce
housing unit — and also kept all of the
public benefit items it had originally
proposed, according to Reinkens.
The planning commission approved
the modified plan, but the approval
was subsequently appealed by the
same couple who had appealed the
project’s prior approval, Sharon
and Bud Arnold, residents of the

It’s our differences
that make us great.
No matter what you value, I’m here to help
protect it with respect and professionalism.
Here to help life go right.®
Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com
roxanne@insuranceroxanne.com

CALL ME TODAY.

1801077
14

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
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PLANNED COMMUNITY: Art Chapman at the Joerger Ranch parcel intended for the 36,000-squarefoot Raley’s store. Although the project is currently under a lawsuit, he hopes to begin construction
on the foundation this fall, have the structure completed in spring, at which point it will be handed
off to Raley’s for completion next summer. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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neighborhood behind the proposed
development. The Arnolds’ concern,
as well as of other residents of the
neighborhood, presented a hold-up
when the project was heard by the
Town council in May.
“[Town council’s] largest concern was
that there are a number of neighbors
who are worried about the impact of
this project on their neighborhood,”
Reinkens said. “We’ve been working
with the neighborhood now a long
time, trying to minimize any negative
impacts and even to provide some
positive features.” These features
include landscaping the area between
the neighborhood and the store,
modifying the exit point to lessen the
impact of traffic onto Vista Avenue,
and a laundry list of architectural
modifications designed to mitigate the
project’s visual and auditory impact on
the neighborhood — window aspect,
color scheme, a sunken parking lot,
etc.
Regarding concerns about the three
potential stores all moving down the
pipeline at once, Reinkens says he
believes that is a “non-issue.”
“I think it’s a fabricated issue … It’s
time for some competition,” he said,
adding that prices aren’t going to go
down until Safeway has competitors.
It never hurts to plan ahead, however,
and Reinkens addressed worries of
failing stores and urban blight, adding,
“We designed that building so that if
something happens to Grocery Outlet,
it turns into a really nice retail building with up to five tenants.”
The developer is currently in the process of fine-tuning its traffic studies
and will appear before Town council
again on July 24.

MARCH 24: Town
adopts Joerger
Ranch (PC3)
specific plan. Plan
includes zoning
for full sized, up
to 40,000-sq.-ft.
grocery market.

2015

SEPTEMBER:
Railyard decides
on Nugget
Markets.

JUNE: Raley’s
announces
Joerger Ranch
store, submits
pre-development
application to the
Town.

NOV. 21: Town
announces
planning
commission to
hear
Capitol Avenue
Development
proposal for
17,000-sq.-ft.
grocery store.
FEB. 20: Grocery
Outlet approved
by planning
commission for
the first time;
appealed.
APRIL 26: Grocery
Outlet approved
by planning
commission for
the second time,
appealed for the
second time.

Lot intended
for Grocery
Outlet zoned as
commercial.

Railroad decision
to allow Railyard
development
within balloon
track.

AUGUST:
Holliday says
he is contacted
by Raley’s CEO
Michael Teel,
expressing interest
in the Railyard.

OCTOBER: Art
Chapman says
he is approached
by Raley’s about
a location in
Truckee; Chapman
considers airport
land before settling
on Joerger Ranch.

2016

2017

2018

NOVEMBER:
Railyard Master
Plan amendment
approved with
an enlarged
35,000-sq.-ft.
grocery market.

DEC. 19:
Truckee planning
commission
approves Nugget
Markets.

MARCH
13: Raley’s
36,000-sq.-ft.
store approved
by town
council; Nugget
Markets pulls
out of Railyard
Project; Raley’s
approaches
Railyard about
taking on Raley’s
specialty Market
5-ONE-5.
JULY 24: Tentative
date for town
council hearing of
Grocery Outlet.
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Follow us on

T RUCK E E D OW N TOW N M E RCH A N TS A SSOCI ATION

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN!
T hink lo cal. B e local. Buy local. Give local.

LOCAL BUSINESSES, LOCAL OWNERS, LOCAL LIFE
TDMA Asks: “What’s Hot for Summer?”

Founder:
Andrea
Baeza, who
opened the
restaurant
in 1990 and
owned and
operated the
business for
28 years.
Photo by Jen LaRose New partners:
Miguel
“With the new ownership, Casa
Aguilar
Garcia, Cesar
Beaza now offers catering for
Santibañez
weddings and parties. We have
Pantoja,
started Taco Tuesdays — all day tacos and Efrain
for $1.25 and Happy Hour, Monday – Nevarez
Thursday 2 p.m. – 6 p.m. Come cool Sanchez

off for summer at Casa Beaza!”

Casa Baeza

Sept 15

2018

Owner:
Erica Farrell

Owner:
Larissa
Martinez

Jack + Emmy

Truckee Love

Advance tickets at
Historictruckee.com
$35 in advance / 4 tickets for $120
Available locally at Cooking Gallery. Portion of the event’s
proceeds will go to Tahoe Truckee School of Music.

Photo by Jen LaRose

“Jack + Emmy just opened and we are putting a
fresh spin on the children’s clothing scene here in
Downtown Truckee! We carry so many amazing
brands! Sol Angeles is one of our favorites! It is
buttery soft and has sizing for babies, boys and girls.
Best of all, is made in the USA! Come check us out!”

Photo by Jen LaRose

“Truckee Love has moved our storefront to Historic
Downtown! We are so thrilled to be in the heart of
Commercial Row on the street where the brand started!
We have filled our loft with the classic Truckee Love
favorites; hoodies, hats and stickers and have added
some new love to the mix. Our mason jar glasses with
stainless steel straws are a huge summer hit! A great way
to stay hydrated and eliminate paper and plastic waste.
We look forward to celebrating summer and our love for
Truckee with all of you!”

Every Thursday through
August 23rd | 5-8:30PM
Visit truckeethursdays.com

www.historictruckee.com
TDMA IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.
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You Asked.

They Answered.

Parking fees; empty marinas; and
what to do with all your old lightbulbs

What are the revenues from
the Town of Truckee’s paid
parking, and what have the
funds been used for since
the program started?
The parking district is an “enterprise
fund” of the Town (meaning it is
not funded by the Town’s general
fund), and its primary source of
revenue is from parking meter fees
($730k) and parking fines ($65k).
Total budgeted revenues for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018,
are $844k. The district’s total
budgeted expenses are $1.1 million
and include parking enforcement
personnel, land leases for parking
lots, purchase of parking lots,
parking lot snow removal and
maintenance, replacement and
upgrade of meter equipment, and
more. The difference in revenues
and expenses is covered by the
surplus in the parking fund’s
balance from previous years.
Examples of specific recent
expenses include buying brand new
parking meters for the Brickelltown
project, upgrading technology
components on existing meters,
purchasing the fire station lot in
downtown, and leasing the Jax and
Beacon lots. The budget for the
upcoming year includes buying
new meters for the Railyard project
and purchasing the Jax lot (instead
of leasing it from Union Pacific
Railroad). The budget is available at
townoftruckee.com/budget. The fund
summary is on pages 2 to 23, revenues
are on pages 3 to 7, and expenses are
on pages 7 to 19.

~ Christina Earnhardt, administrative
services manager, Town of Truckee

process will allow the U.S. Forest
Service to make a determination
about the future of the marina. The
forest service will work in cooperation
with the planning agencies mentioned
above.
~ Heather Noel, legislative and
external affairs officer, U.S. Forest
Service, LTBMU

What can I do with extra
compact fluorescent lightbulbs
that I don’t plan to use?

Pollution: Meeks Bay Marina has been closed since 2014 — the first two years became of drought
and then indefinitely in 2016 after it failed a study by the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Board that
determined the marina had above-the-legal-limit of nitrogen, phosphorus, iron, and other pollutants. Photo
by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink. (Inset) Meeks Bay Marina prior to dock removal. Courtesy of Google Maps

The Meeks Bay Marina has
been closed for years. What’s
in store for its future? Various
questions from a curious
reader:
Who controls what uses are allowed in
the marina? The U.S. Forest Service
owns the land and is the agency that
manages the Meeks Bay Marina and
works in cooperation with other agencies, including the Lahontan Regional
Water Quality Control Board and the
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.
How much longer is the forest service
ground lease with the current tenants?
The adjacent Meeks Bay Resort is
operated by the Washoe Tribe of
Nevada and California under a special
use permit with the U.S. Forest

Care about Lake Tahoe?
So do we.
LOCAL JOURNALISM MATTERS

Support our work. Subscribe.
Visit MoonshineInk.com/Subscribe or Call (530) 587-3607
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Service, authorizing the operation and
maintenance of the resort through
2019. The resort is still open and
operating, but the Meeks Bay Marina
facility is not currently authorized for
operations under a special use permit.
What happens when the ground lease
is up? Renewal? New bidding process?
Nothing? Renewal of the resort permit
is an option that is reviewed and
considered by the forest supervisor.
Is there any plan to bring
back the marina? The
forest service is preparing an environmental
impact statement to
assess the actions
needed to improve
water quality and to
determine the future of
the Meeks Bay Marina.
The public will first
have an opportunity to
participate in the public
scoping process later
this year and is invited
to provide comments on
the U.S. Forest Service’s
proposed action for the
marina.
If so, what are the
agencies involved and
the requirements to
reinstate the marina? The
environmental analysis

Truckee Donner Public Utility District
(TDPUD), along with other electric
utilities, have had energy conservation programs focusing on compact
fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs) for
almost a decade. CFLs are much more
efficient than incandescent lightbulbs
and the TDPUD handed out over
300,000 CFLs to its customers.
While CFLs were one of the most
cost-effective ways to save energy and
money, today Light Emitting Diodes
(LEDs) are even more efficient with
better performance. One consequence
of the switch to LEDs is that there
are “stranded” CFLs sitting unused in
some homes and businesses.
For those unused CFLs, here are a
few tips from the TDPUD:

• If your CFLs are NEW IN THE
BOX and unopened, you can drop
them off at the Hospice Thrift Store
in Truckee or Kings
Beach. Please contact
Questions
them for donation
about the
hours.

Homewood
Master Plan
— Not much
to report

Answers by David
Tirman, executive vice
president, JMA Ventures
Are there still
plans to proceed
with the new
development and
construction?
Yes, still planning to
move forward.
If so, when will it
break ground?
No firm date yet; to be
determined.
When will the
phases start and be
completed?
Also to be determined.

• If your CFLs are
used or not new, they
need to be recycled.
Drop-off locations
include the Truckee
Donner PUD,
Mountain Hardware
& Sports, Elements
Mountain Company
(in Tahoe Donner),
and the Eastern
Regional Landfill
(the “dump”). Please
contact each location
for hours of operation.
~ Steven Poncelet,
public information and
strategic affairs officer,
Truckee Donner Public
Utility District

Tahoe/Truckee Independent Newspaper

Paving & Patching
Sealcoating
Crack Sealing
Striping & Signage
Tennis Courts

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

W
NSEO
RVING

WINE!
CA Lic. #829462
NV Lic. #69490

Ant-Man and the Wasp

Full Service Parking
Lot & Driveway
Specialists
Commercial &
Residential
FREE Estimates

NOW THROUGH JULY 19
4:30 & 7:15 P.M. DAILY
1:45 P.M. MATINEES ON WEEKEND

Mission: Impossible
– Fallout
JULY TBD

475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA | 530-584-2431
Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

Truckee/North Tahoe’s #1 Gym!
Memberships start at only
$35 A MONTH! Call for details.
CURRENT SPECIALS
• FREE week pass including classes
(new members only — VALID WITH AD ONLY)
• $25 assessment/consultation
(one-on-one review w/a personal trainer)
• $20/month unlimited classes
(w/membership)

EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGABLE TRAINERS
W I D E VA R I E T Y O F EQ U I P M E N T
F U N
E N V I R O N M E N T

SAND BAR
is

OPEN

Read. Discuss. Contribute.
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Sued Again:

Tahoe City Lodge

On the verge
of breaking
ground, the
proposed
Tahoe City
hotel faces
another lawsuit,
threatening
the project’s
survival
and future
investment in
North Tahoe

LONG AND WINDING ROAD: Samir Tuma, CEO of Kila Properties, who purchased the Henrikson building in 2013, says the Tahoe City Lodge is a “dream project.” Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

The three Rudnick children inherited
The $60 million planned boutique hotel
the Bechdolt building, the Truckee
that would be Tahoe City’s first major
River Raft Co., and partial ownership
hotel in more than 60 years is facing
of the Bridgetender Tavern and Grill
a second lawsuit. Five months after
(which sold in 2012) after
settling the first one, (see
their uncle Nick Fuller
CEQA Lawsuits: Public Good
By Melissa Siig
passed away in 2008. The
or Private Gain? Sept. 2017).
Moonshine Ink
lawsuit claims that the hotel
Kila Properties, developer of
project will overburden the
the Tahoe City Lodge, was
easement with traffic and go beyond
sued again, literally days before the
its original intent of ingress and
rundown Henrikson building was set to
egress, in addition to taking away
be demolished; this time by the family
roughly 12 parking spaces from the
that owns the neighboring Bechdolt
Bechdolt building.
building. At the heart of the lawsuit is
a 68-year old easement that the family
The easement, which is 50 feet wide
claims the hotel does not have the right
and 100 feet long and extends from
to use. But to community leaders, the
the street toward the golf course
lawsuit represents much more than
in between the two properties, was
one party’s grievance against another;
granted in 1950 for right-of-way,
they worry that it threatens the core
road, and utility purposes. The deed
of Tahoe City’s revival and could
is vague, save for one stipulation:
discourage developers from investing
No structures are allowed to be
much-needed funds on the North
constructed on the easement except
Shore for decades to come.
for a sign.

Easement Troubles
The lawsuit against Kila Properties
was filed May 2 by Sierra Northwest
Properties, a holding company for
assets owned by the Rudnick family.
18
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The Rudnicks oppose the fact that
their eastern driveway, which is part of
the easement and currently accesses
both properties, is designated as the
hotel’s main entrance.
MoonshineInk.com

“The easement was never designed
to have 300 to 400 cars a day going
in and out of it,” said Sam Rudnick,
Fuller’s half brother, who is part of
Sierra Northwest Properties. “How are
our people going to access their businesses and parking? I don’t understand
how they can develop the project
without having to build it on their
property but by accessing our property
… I’ve never seen a development where
they borrow their neighbor’s property.”
However, Samir Tuma, CEO of Kila
Properties, which purchased the
Henrikson building in 2013, said
he intends to use the easement for
exactly its stated use — ingress and
egress — and that the only thing that
will be built in the easement are curbs,
gutters, and sidewalks. The driveway
in dispute will become the hotel’s
main entrance, according to Tuma,
but one reason for this is because
Placer County, as part of its Tahoe
Basin Area Plan, wanted to eliminate
driveways and curb cuts and create
shared use entrances.
“We are perfectly entitled to do that
[use the driveway] because the ease-

ment allows us to,” Tuma said. “[The
Rudnicks] are simply wrong about that.
The easement language doesn’t put any
restrictions on the use of the driveway
for road and right of way purposes.”
Discussions and negotiations over the
slice of land have been going on for
years. Tuma said he offered to relinquish part of the easement back to
the Rudnicks, along with free parking
spaces on his property and free snow
removal, in addition to paying for a
reconfiguration of their parking, but
received no response.
The Tahoe City Public Utility
District, which is responsible for
maintenance of the easement since
it acquired the golf course in 2012
and would receive a new clubhouse
as part of the hotel project, also tried
to negotiate with the Rudnick family.
According to Cindy Gustafson,
TCPUD general manager from
2008 to 2017, the district discussed
the possibility of a partnership
purchasing the easement or even the
entire Bechdolt property with Kila
Properties, but the parties could not
reach an agreement over a price tag.
Tahoe/Truckee Independent Newspaper
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“What happens [if the hotel is
not built] is, the community
continues as it is, and we are
down to a two-month resort, and
the rest of the year we can’t keep
up with the market,” she said.

“We were all trying to find potential solutions,” said Gustafson,
who is now CEO of the North
Lake Tahoe Resort Association.
The easements that are in
dispute were created decades
ago when one extended family
owned nearly all that property,
Gustafson says, and were for the
benefit of what is now the Tahoe
City Lodge property and the golf
course. “In their defense, the
Rudnick family probably didn’t
know all the details about the
easements since they came to
own the property without the
normal due diligence associated
with acquiring commercial
property,” she said.
But the family, who says they
tried to work with the county,
the public utility district, and
Tuma to no avail, believes this
is a matter of private property
rights.

KILA PROPERTY

“This is really an opportunity to
do a major facelift in town,” he
said, noting that the development
of the Tahoe City Lodge would
encourage other property owners
to fix up their buildings. “I don’t
know if [the Rudnicks] are willing
to understand what they are
doing to the community, because
if they did they would come up
with a compromise.”

EASEMENT

SNP PROPERTY

EASY DOES IT: The blue stripe shows the easement between the two properties that was deeded in 1950 to create
ingress and egress to the Tahoe City Golf Course. The Rudnick family does not believe Kila Properties has the right to
use the easement as planned for the Tahoe City Lodge project, and is suing. Photo courtesy of the TCPUD

“We have to defend our property
rights,” Aaron Rudnick said. “We
are not willing to lose our property or
our parking over this.”

Far-Reaching
Consequences
The lawsuit could impact not only
the viability of the Tahoe City Lodge,
but also the economy of the North
Shore. For one, Kila still cannot
begin to build. It lost the 2017
construction season after being sued
by the Davis-based California Clean
Energy Committee on environmental
grounds, a lawsuit that was settled
last December. With this second suit,
Kila has taken a major financial hit,
and plans to countersue the Rudnicks,
according to Tuma.
“As a result of their actions I am going
to incur damages in the millions of
dollars and we will be seeking those
damages from them,” Tuma said.
The Tahoe City Lodge is now at risk
since investors have told Tuma they
will not lend money with a lawsuit
pending, he said. A major concern for
Tuma and other community members
is that, even if the lawsuit is resolved
in a year or two, no one knows what
the capital markets and lending
environment will be like in 2019 or
in 2020, not to mention rising construction costs. This only adds to the
uncertainty of the project’s future.
“I am not very confident at all at this
point,” Tuma said. “I think it’s devastating. I always said that our project
needed to be the first of several to really
Read. Discuss. Contribute.

Roger Kahn, who owns two
properties in Tahoe City and is
the former owner of Porters Ski
& Sports, is also worried about
the town’s future if the hotel
doesn’t happen.

revitalize the town. Any investor down
the road will say that if this project
couldn’t get done, then what project
can? It will have an enormous chilling
effect on future projects and investors.”
Gustafson agrees. She worries that
North Tahoe, already an expensive area
to build, has earned a reputation as a
place where developers are sued regardless of county and agency approvals.
The Tahoe City Lodge was unanimously
approved in 2016 as part of the Tahoe
Basin Area Plan by the Placer County
Board of Supervisors and the Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency, and received
a hard-to-come-by endorsement
from the League to Save Lake Tahoe.
Gustafson points to JMA Ventures as
another example. JMA’s planned expansion of Homewood Mountain Resort,
which, like the Tahoe City Lodge,
received unanimous approval from
various government entities in 2011,
including the TRPA, was sued and has
still not broken ground.
“This project [Tahoe City Lodge] had
gone all the way through the regulatory environment with huge support,”
Gustafson said. “It was seen as a
balance and a great project for the
community, and a lawsuit happened.
This sends a message to other developers that it’s risky to invest in Tahoe,
and you may never get a return, and it
might just be lost money.”

Lost Opportunity
Gustafson notes that one goal associated with the public money invested in
Tahoe City over the past few decades

— for sidewalks, Commons Beach, bike
trails, and the new Fanny Bridge and
Highway 89 realignment — was to spur
private investment. However, the only
major private project to come forward
in all that time has been the Tahoe City
Lodge, whose intent was to provide
something sorely missing from Tahoe
City — high quality lodging, she added.
Gustafson says the town misses out
economically when people opt to stay at
the Resort at Squaw Creek or the RitzCarlton at Northstar because Tahoe City
doesn’t have a four- or five-star hotel.
“That means less revenue when you
don’t stay in the community,” she said.
“You can shop in Truckee or Squaw;
you don’t need to shop at the lake.”
Gustafson fears that without the
hotel, Tahoe City will lose its chance
to become a year-round destination
instead of mainly a summer one.

But the Rudnicks say that all
attempts at compromise have
failed and they are now at an
impasse. They also disagree with
the community that if the hotel doesn’t
get built it will have dire consequences.
“We are all in support of getting rid
of the Henrikson building, but not
at the cost of local citizens who have
been here for years,” said Aaron, who
points to a new business in Tahoe
City as proof that the town can
prosper without the hotel. “Look at
the Pioneer Cocktail Club coming — I
don’t think this is going to shut down
the town at all.”
Tuma said that despite two lawsuits,
two construction seasons gone, and
millions of lost dollars, he still has the
desire to make something happen.
“We will lick our wounds and do
something with the property,” he said.
“It’s always been a dream project
and a project of passion to help the
community.”

Now booking
banquets,
rehearsal
dinners, and
group parties!

Continental

Cuisine
Happy Hour* Daily from 5–7 p.m. at the Bar

Dinner from 5 p.m. Wednesday–Sunday *excluding Saturdays & Holidays
760 River Road, Tahoe City, CA 96145 | (530) 583-3102 | www.pfeiferhouse.com
Located 1/4 mile north of Tahoe City “wye” on Highway 89
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Morse, McClintock Square Off

The two candidates for California’s 4th Congressional District face off on
immigration, healthcare, housing, and more in a Moonshine Ink debate
TOM McCLINTOCK is
the 10-year republican
incumbent for California’s
4th Congressional District.
Photo courtesy Tom
McClintock campaign

By Sage Sauerbrey
Moonshine Ink

A

s the California 4th
Congressional District
campaign stretches into
July, incumbent Tom McClintock
and challenger Jessica Morse have
yet to square off in public debate.
Moonshine Ink recently reached out
to both candidates, however, and they
both agreed to a virtual debate using
written responses. Each responded to
a different selection of three of the six
separate questions, and their answers
were forwarded to the opposing
candidate for rebuttal. If you’ve been
waiting to see how these candidates
match up against one another, read
on. (A July 5 Roseville and Granite Bay
Press Tribune article, McClintock and
Morse Play Hot Potato with Debate
Invitations, recently described the “he
said, she said” reasons a debate hasn’t
yet occurred.)
California has, of late, run against
the grain of the national trends. Its
sanctuary state policies run counter
to federal law, Kevin De León is
pushing a single party healthcare
system, and Governor Jerry Brown
has repeatedly stood up to President Trump on climate change. Do
you think California is ahead of, or
behind the curve, and why?

McCLINTOCK: How are those
policies working? California now has
the highest effective poverty rate in
the nation, the 13th highest violent
crime rate, is 10th from the bottom
in education, has the seventh highest
20
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electricity prices, despite the highest
income, sales, and gasoline taxes in
the country. Compare that to our
success in Washington in reducing
the tax and regulatory burdens
on Americans: unemployment is
the lowest since 2000, consumer
confidence the highest since 2004,
with the economy expanding at more
than twice the rate we averaged under
Obama. Which direction we want to
take as a nation is the fundamental
choice before us in November.

MORSE Rebuttal: Tom
McClintock is a career politician
who has spent decades collecting a
paycheck from California taxpayers,
all the while choosing to lay blame
and sow division rather than address
any of the serious challenges facing
our district. Rather than supporting
measures to help our struggling
families, Tom McClintock voted for a
tax bill that raises taxes on the majority
of families in our district, those making
under $100,000 per year. Rather than
supporting our seniors, he wants to
raise the retirement age and just voted
to cut more than $400 billion from
Social Security and Medicare. Rather
than making it easier for the next
generation to have high paying local
jobs, Tom McClintock cut funding
for vocational training and proposes
eliminating all financial aid for higher
education. Tom McClintock has not
passed a single piece of meaningful
legislation during his decades in politics
and is actually harming the people of
our district by voting against our values
and our pocketbooks. I’m sick of career
MoonshineInk.com

JESSICA MORSE is
McClintock’s 36-year-old
Democratic challenger,
after locking in the second
spot in the primaries
against a strong field of
Democrats. Photo courtesy
Jessica Morse campaign

politicians playing political games
rather than coming up with solutions.
That’s why I will work with both parties
to implement real solutions to the real
problems facing our district.
California is on the frontlines of a
countrywide immigration debate.
Where does immigration reform land
on your list of priorities, and what is
the balance for you between a secure
border and immigrants’ rights?

MORSE: We must reject politically
motivated attempts to divide our
nation by race or background, and
instead pursue real policy solutions.
Congressman Tom McClintock plays
the Washington blame game on immigration rather than owning up to his
failure to address our broken immigration system during his 10 years in
Congress. In fact, during his decades
in politics, McClintock has failed to
offer a single workable solution on
the real security challenges facing our
country, and advocates for investing three times as much [in] caging
4-year-olds. I will work in Congress
to pass bipartisan comprehensive
immigration reform that secures our
borders and allows DREAMers to
continue contributing to the economy
in the only country they have called
home.
McCLINTOCK RebuttAl: History
warns us that nations that cannot or
will not defend their borders aren’t
around very long. If our immigration
laws are not enforced, our borders
are meaningless. I co-sponsored the
Goodlatte Immigration Reform bill

that grants legal residency to those
brought here illegally by their parents
as children and who registered
under DACA, once our borders are
fully secured and the integrity of
our immigration laws is restored —
otherwise we encourage more illegal
crossings. There is no “right” to enter
our country illegally, and I support the
prosecution and deportation of those
who break our laws. I also strongly
oppose “sanctuary” laws that directly
threaten the public safety of our
communities.

Wildfire season is approaching,
and experts say that with a warming climate it will only get worse
from here. The forest service
is strapped for cash and local
firefighting and fire prevention
agencies and partners are increasingly reliant on other funding
sources. How do you prioritize
fire mitigation, and what steps
would you take to address it?

McCLINTOCK: I was successful in
getting major firefighting reforms
for the Tahoe Basin into last year’s
WIIN Act, including an additional
$150 million for fire prevention and
landmark provisions to cut red tape
for forest thinning. Our forests are
dying due to morbid overcrowding
caused by laws that have made active
scientific forest management endlessly time-consuming and ultimately
cost-prohibitive. When we actively
managed our forests, we had healthy
See Election p. 22
Tahoe/Truckee Independent Newspaper
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forests, a major revenue stream for
local communities, thriving local commerce, and a positive cash flow to the
U.S. Treasury. I am working to restore
those policies.

MORSE Rebuttal: While
volunteering to help our neighbors
devastated by the Detwiler fire, I met
stakeholders from across our district
and the political spectrum who were
working together on forest management strategies. Their local solutions
included fire breaks, prescribed burns,
and forest thinning that would save
homes, businesses, public spaces —
entire communities — from the total
devastation of fires. Instead of supporting these bipartisan community
efforts, Tom McClintock votes against
dedicated funding to prevent wildfires
and sponsors bills that are taxpayerfunded giveaways to the largest timber
companies. It cost $73 million to
contain the Butte Fire and caused an
estimated $1 billion in damage in our
district. If we had invested a fraction
of that amount in fire prevention we
would have saved lives, jobs, and
millions of dollars. McClintock’s
forest and fire policy is neither fiscally
conservative nor responsible. In
Congress, I will support proactive
funding to prevent wildfires and smart
forest management policies that create
local jobs.
The effects of climate change are
felt across the state, especially
here in the mountains through fire
and drought. What are the first
steps of your environmental policy
to protect the Sierra Nevada for
future generations?

MORSE: I grew up skiing around
Tahoe and camping in Yosemite, and
protecting these incredible landscapes
and local economic drivers in our
district is a key part of why I decided
to run for Congress. When Tom

McClintock and his allies claimed that
rolling back environmental protections
in our district will benefit business,
I said, “What about the working
families in Tahoe’s ski industry?” The
ski industry is a top employer in our
district and just one of many parts of
our economy that will be devastated if
we continue to overturn crucial environmental protections. In Congress,
I’ll fight the recent suspension of
the Waters of the United States rule
(which was designed to limit pollution
in roughly 60 percent of the country’s
bodies of water) and champion the
restoration of Lake Tahoe’s worldrenowned clarity, which hit an all-time
low in 2017. I will prioritize our green
energy economy and stand up to any
policy that risks injuring our families,
our environment, and our special way
of life in this beautiful district.

McCLINTOCK Rebuttal: Ms.
Morse has obviously not talked
to anyone in the ski industry, who
would have told her that regulatory
restrictions are a serious threat to
their operations, including the Waters
of the United States regulation she
supports. California has indeed “prioritized our green energy economy”
and the result is the highest fuel taxes
and among the highest energy prices
in the country, which pilfer struggling
families to feather the nests of green
energy crony capitalists. Our warming climate means less snow can be
captured in the mountains, which
requires new reservoirs for water
storage. Overcrowded forests mean
less moisture reaching the ground,
which requires active forest management to promote drought resistance.
Both solutions require streamlining
the environmental restrictions that
have made them cost-prohibitive. Ms.
Morse ignores 45 years of experience
with these laws that have resulted
in water shortages in our region and
morbidly overgrown and dying forests.

One of the most pressing topics
right now in Truckee/Tahoe, and
across the whole 4th District,
is housing. What steps would
you take to make housing more
achievable for your constituents
in all income brackets?

McCLINTOCK: California’s expensive
and excessive housing regulations and
restrictions have forced our median
home prices to twice the national
average. New construction permits
per 100 residents in California are
increasing at about half the national
average during the past 10 years. In
response, California’s liberal state
government continues to add new
requirements, including solar panels
on new homes that increase the price
another $10,000 to $20,000 per unit.
Reduce the regulatory requirements
and allow the supply of new housing
to meet demand and prices will mirror
the much lower prices found in freemarket states.
MORSE Rebuttal: A lack of
affordable housing is a serious threat
to the economy of our district, with
more than 18,000 families in our
district spending more than half their
income on rent. Instead of addressing
this problem, Tom McClintock is
solely focused on opposing California’s
local green energy jobs. There is a
simple way we can lower the cost of
housing across our district and boost
our local economy — expand workforce housing. Investing in workforce
housing creates jobs that cannot be
outsourced and ensures small businesses have the workers they need
to be successful. When McClintock
voted for the tax bill, he cut crucial tax
credits that made workforce housing
like the Truckee Railyard possible.
While McClintock votes to shut down
these projects, I’ll spend my time in
Congress fighting for housing that will
allow our district’s working families to
thrive.

On your website you promise to
“Defend and improve the ACA
[Affordable Care Act],” which
McClintock has voted to repeal.
What specific improvements would
you suggest for the Act, and how
do you feel these to be the best fit
for members of the 4th District?

MORSE: Access to quality, affordable
health care should be something we
can all agree on, regardless of party.
Instead, Tom McClintock voted to
take coverage away from hundreds
of thousands of people in our district
with his multiple votes in favor of
repealing the Affordable Care Act.
In his most recent vote, McClintock
supported ripping health care from
almost 300,000 people in our district
who have pre-existing conditions. As
your congresswoman, I will work to
stabilize the ACA exchanges, get spiraling health care costs under control,
and ensure real competition to lower
prescription drug costs and create
better coverage options by allowing all
Americans to buy into Medicare. I am
committed to working across the aisle
to make quality health care accessible
and affordable for all.
McCLINTOCK Rebuttal: Ms.
Morse apparently hasn’t noticed that
prices on the ACA exchanges have
skyrocketed from the day Obamacare
was enacted and that choices have
become extremely limited. Unless a
family qualifies for subsidies, the cost
is out of reach and many families have
chosen to pay steep fines rather than
purchase plans for coverage they don’t
want, don’t need, and can’t afford.
I have co-sponsored legislation to
replace the one-size-fits-all mandates
of Obamacare with a consumer-driven
system that offers patients the widest
possible choice of plans so they can
choose the one that best meets their
own needs, with tax credits that assure
basic plans are within financial reach
of every family.

2018 ELECTION
ARE YOU RUNNING FOR OFFICE? OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS?
Now is the time to reserve priority placement for your ads
and lock in the best spots during the most important months.
Secure votes by connecting with your constituents early
and often. Ask about our election ad specials!
Contact Nina or Mayumi
sales@moonshineink.com
(530) 587-3607
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Mountain Area Preservation
10th Annual Si e r r a F or ag e Di nne r
Friday, August 10 - Cedar House Truckee, CA

Photo Credit: Steve Ellsworth

Celebrate 31 Years of
Environmental Advocacy With MAP
Join Mountain Area Preservation for an elegant evening complete with live
music, a silent auction and a magnificent family style dinner paired with wines!

Buy Your Tickets Today & Support MAP’s Annual Fundraising Event
Tickets: $175 Each
Purchase Tickets at www.mapf.org/sfd
For inquires 530-582-6751 or Nikki@mapf.org

A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

GOOD MORNING
PRESENTED BY

Your monthly forum for timely, thought-provoking conversation
Connect and engage with community leaders
Programs, speakers and topics (as they are confirmed)
can be found by visiting Truckee.com under “What’s Happening”

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7–8:30AM
Truckee Tahoe Airport | 10356 Truckee Airport Road
Open to the public $12 | Chamber Members $10
I N C LU D E S C O N T I N E N TA L B R E A K FA S T
O N L I N E P R E - R E G I S T R AT I O N AT T R U C K E E .C O M

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com
SPONSORED BY
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MoonshineInk.com

12 July – 8 August 2018

23

News

In the Past

Chicken Business
Truckee was once home to
a large chicken ranch

By Chelsea Walterscheid
Moonshine Ink

My Grandma and Grandpa
Heise’s first home was a
chicken coop. Seriously. As a
child, this made me picture my
grandparents ducking into a
small coop-like home with hens
sharing the space — but this
wasn’t really the case. A new
Quonset hut was moved onto
my great-grandparents’ farm
in North Dakota, likely from
government surplus after World
War II. The intended home for
the farm chickens was turned
into a one-room house with a
kitchenette for the newlyweds.
I think my grandma had fun
telling people their first home
was a chicken coop.

I thought about this as I sat
with my friend Jess on her back
deck in full view of her chicken
coop, a sturdy structure that
could, indeed, be a small home.
Her hens were pecking away
at the grass and moving about
the yard. Jess showed me a
beautiful ginger-colored hen
nesting on a batch of eggs. This
particular hen was showing
signs of wanting to nest, but
without a rooster in the bunch,
there were no fertilized eggs
to hatch. So, Jess indulged
the hen by ordering fertilized
eggs for her to nest on. We
peeked in on the mother-to-be
as she quietly rested atop her
delicate package. I asked Jess
how many chicks the hens are

about to add to
the family and she
reminded me that
you “shouldn’t
count your chickens before they
hatch.” Touché.
Many years ago,
my husband told
me that his family
raised chickens in

THE KEARNEYS: Frank Kearney and Elizabeth Finnigan, a Truckee girl, took the train down
to Sacramento, where they were married in August 1900. They spent $890 on a stove, bed,
and other household furniture, which they brought back to Truckee and set up home. Photos
courtesy of the Kearney family

town, where the Rock & Rose
Nursery on Glenshire Drive sits
now.

LAYIN’ EGGS: Frank Kearney poses outside his chicken farm east of town,
where the Rock & Rose Nursery on Glenshire Drive sits now.

150 Alpine Meadows Rd. | 530.562.7150 | tahoefoodhub.org
FRI 12 - 7 PM
OPEN WEDS -

A WEEKLY FARM STAND SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMS
Sustainably grown produce
Locally made specialty products
Pasture-raised meat, dairy + eggs

Get to know the people who feed us

EVERY FRIDAY 1-5 PM
@ the Farm Shop

tastings | shop specials | music
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Truckee. I had never known
anyone in town with chickens,
and when I naively asked how
they kept the chickens alive in
the winter, he sarcastically said
they had a coop, of course.
My husband grew up on
acreage out in Juniper Hills,
and I believed his story to be
an anomaly. So, when I met
the Kearney family at an Old
Timers’ Picnic some time ago,
I was fascinated to hear about
their family’s chicken ranch in
Truckee.
In 1869, David and Bertha
Kearney were one of a number
of couples who set out to be
married at Promontory Summit
during the Golden Spike
Ceremony, in which the Union
Pacific and Central Pacific
railroads would officially meet
up and form the first transcontinental railroad. In the
early 1880s, David and Bertha
lived and worked at Lake View,
above Donner Lake, where

David was the foreman of a
crew that took care of the snow
sheds, and Bertha cooked and
cleaned for the track crew.
Eventually, David abandoned
Bertha and their three young
children. Bertha placed the
oldest two in foster care while
the youngest, Frank Francis
Kearney, stayed with her.
Frank Kearney took odd jobs as
a young man, including delivering the mail to the North Shore
of Tahoe. He was once held up
by robbers while carrying the
mail near what is now Squaw
Valley. Frank Kearney and
Elizabeth Finnigan, a Truckee
girl, took the train down to
Sacramento, where they were
married in August1900. They
spent $890 on a stove, bed, and
other household furniture, which
they brought back to Truckee
and set up home. It was this
same year the chicken ranch was
opened. The young Kearneys
built the ranch to the east of

The Kearneys grew the chicken
ranch into a large operation,
selling eggs and chickens in
Truckee, North Tahoe, and the
different mill and ice towns in
the area. Frank could be seen
riding his bicycle with eggs
carefully packed in buckets on
each side for delivery. Elizabeth
took pride in her operation and
upheld a very good reputation.
She would candle the eggs
early in the morning, viewing
each one to ensure there was
not a chick in the eggs to be
sold. The Kearneys ran the
chicken ranch for 50 years
before Elizabeth passed away
in 1950, and Frank closed
the ranch and moved down to
Sacramento.
Even now, the local prevalence
of poultry may prove surprising
— there are still many people
in town raising chickens. In
fact, Slow Food Lake Tahoe
hosted a Chicken Raising
Workshop last month. Having
chickens in Truckee is not
the sensational story I once
thought it was; these modernday chicken ranchers are
resurrecting a good chunk of
Truckee’s agricultural history. If
you would like to meet descendants of the original Kearney
Chicken Ranch, join us at the
38th Annual Old Timers’ Picnic
on Saturday, July 21. Visit
truckeehistory.org for more
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Mountain Bounty Farm

Sierra State Parks Foundation presents

at Sugar Pine Point
a benefit concert

Growing food for our community with
love and care since 1997

Weekly CSA Boxes
locally grown

Veggies

$21-30/week

organic

Fruits

$15-20/week

convenient

Doors Open 5 pm
Food Vendors
Beer & Wine
Bring your low back
chairs & flashlight
Please no outside
food & drinks

Flowers

$20-21/week

Join anytime, year-round.
(530) 292-3776
Mounta inBountyFa rm.com

Read. Discuss. Contribute.

July 27, 2018
6-9 PM

Featuring:
One Grass, Two Grass
Lost Whiskey Engine
Blithdale Canyon

$20 presale
$25 at the door
$10 6-12 yrs
Under 5 yrs free

Tickets at sierrastateparks.org
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NEWS Briefs

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press
releases. Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.

Moving In,
Moving Up,
Moving On

1

Grand Jury Report Critiques Placer
County’s Affordable Housing Efforts
PLACER COUNTY
A June 20 Placer County Grand Jury report
has found that while Placer County has
“taken positive steps to address the issue
of affordable housing,” the current solution
to addressing affordable housing in unincorporated Placer County is “inadequate”
and the jury believes that “further actions
are necessary.” These actions specifically
involve considering a department/unit to
address affordable housing, cleaning up
the county’s in-lieu fee structure, simplifying
the developer process, and focusing future
forums on local developments and affordable alternatives. Placer Deputy CEO-Tahoe
Jennifer Merchant told Moonshine Ink, “All
of the recommendations that are in that
grand jury report are addressed in what
we’re thinking about tackling next year in
one way or another.” Info: placer.courts.
ca.gov/grandjury/2017-2018/2017-2018_
COMPLETE_FINAL_REPORT.pdf

2 Record Low Lake Clarity
Announced
LAKE TAHOE

UC Davis Tahoe Environmental Research
Center released its annual lake clarity
report on June 13, reporting its finding of
an average of 59.7 feet depth of clarity is
the lowest since it began taking measurements in the 1960s. The report highlighted
the combination of historic drought and
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3
TAHOEPYRAMID
TRAIL: Much
more than just
a bikeway,
the trail was
renamed to
commemorate
its 80 percent
completion
this year and
to show that
it is meant
for all sorts of
recreationalists.
Courtesy photo

one of the wettest winters on record as
key factors contributing to low lake clarity
last year. California Secretary for National
Resources John Laird, and Nevada Director
of Conservation of Natural Resources Bradley
Crowell co-wrote a letter to the Tahoe
Science Advisory Committee asking it to
conduct further review of the clarity study
to help better understand the damage and
protect the lake clarity.

3 Tahoe-Pyramid Trail

at 80 Percent Completion
TRUCKEE RIVER

“Families Belong
Together” Rally in
Downtown Truckee

Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Nearly 300 people gathered in downtown Truckee June 30
to protest the current administration’s immigration policy. A
variety of people traveled from near and far to celebrate love
and protest hate, from people who’ve experienced immigration
struggles, to those who hope they never have to, according
to Angele Caroll, the rally’s organizer. “We spoke to encourage civil communication between all political parties to find a
solution together,” Carroll said. The rally, co-hosted by Silke
Pfleuger and Janet Atkinson, gave voice to many speakers, all
with unique backgrounds and experiences.
List of speakers: Angele Carroll, Belen Abundiz, Cisco Meza, Maria
Tran, Edie Lott — Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church, Rebecca
Meyerholz — North Tahoe Hebrew International, Cathie Foley —
Church of the Mountains, Janet Atkinson, and Silke Pfleuger
26

12 July – 8 August 2018

MoonshineInk.com

With the final section
of trail from Lake
Tahoe to Reno being
built in the Truckee
Canyon, the noprofit group behind
the Tahoe-Pyramid
Bikeway has changed
its name to the
Tahoe-Pyramid Trail.
This name change
commemorates the
completion of 80
percent of the overall
trail from Lake Tahoe
to Pyramid Lake.
Another reason for
the name change is
to highlight the trail’s
uses outside of biking.
While most people
identify a bikeway
as being paved, the
Tahoe-Pyramid route
is not paved outside
of urban areas. As it
follows the Truckee
River on its 114-mile
journey, the route is
paved through Reno,
Sparks, on the Legacy
Trail east of the town
of Truckee, along
Highway 89, and from
Squaw Valley to Tahoe
City. Everywhere else,
the trail is on a dirt
road or path. The
remaining gaps in the
trail lie east of Sparks.

4 Community Arts Center Park
Coming to Truckee
TRUCKEE

The Community Arts Center got a facelift in
2014, with a $200,000 “aesthetic makeover,”
and now the area outside of the center will
turn a new leaf as well, with the creation of
a public park. The upcoming Downtown
Community Park is scheduled to break ground
late this summer and will create a community
gathering space between the arts center and
Alibi Ale Works in Truckee. Truckee-Donner
Recreation and Park District is donating the
land, and Mark Tanner Construction and High
West Landscape Architects are responsible for
construction and design. The building costs
are being covered by private donations and
fundraising efforts.

Amy Kelley. Courtesy photo

Amy Kelley Leaves
North Tahoe Family
Resource Center
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
The North Tahoe Family
Resource Center is
saying goodbye to Amy
Kelley, the organization’s
executive director since
2012. Upon hiring, Kelley
brought more than
15 years of nonprofit
experience to the role.
During her tenure, she has
built an effective culture of
caring for the community
we serve as well as
earnestly supporting the
staff and their concerns.
She will continue to work
as a consultant for the
organization.

5 Town Council Votes to Pursue

Negotiations with County Over Library
TRUCKEE

The Truckee Town Council voted on June 12
to pursue negotiations with Nevada County
regarding the Town taking over control of the
Truckee Library and making considerations
based on a feasibility study conducted over
the past few months. The Town will now conduct negotiations through a council member,
explore next steps and potentially the cost of
a new library, and determine the best level of
involvement in future library operation.

6 Conservancy Fulfills Development
Rights Quota for Hotel
Redevelopment
KINGS BEACH

The California Tahoe Conservancy board
approved the sale and transfer of up to two
residential development rights for use in the
Kings Beach Town Center on June 22. The
rights will be used by Wood Vista Lodge
to transform an old, dilapidated motel into
condominiums. Conservancy Deputy Director
Jane Freeman said the rights are from a bank
of such rights, traded and used similarly to
tourist accommodation units, and that they
will fulfill the seven total rights needed by
Wood Vista to commence building. According
to the conservancy, the sale consolidates
development rights into a more urbanized
area, helping implement the Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency’s Regional Plan.

Amy Bolton. Courtesy photo

Amy Bolton Leaves
Truckee-Donner
Recreation and Park
District
TRUCKEE
Amy Bolton has spent
over 30 years at TDRPD
primarily as its youth
program coordinator for
Glenshire Kids Korner and
Camp Trudaca. As of June
29, Bolton is off into the
sunset to live the good life
traveling, going to music
concerts, and enjoying the
beautiful town of Sisters,
Oregon.
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7 Truckee Introduces Talk of the Town
TRUCKEE
The Town of Truckee has introduced several
summer forums to discuss town issues
and clarify questions. Talk of the Town
will consist of two-way, informal listening
sessions welcoming all Truckee residents
and business leaders to interact with council
members and the Town manager. The Town
asks,“please no politicking, keep it respectful, and bring your best ideas, passionate
interests, and toughest questions to an
open and transparent dialogue.” The first
session was held Thursday, June 28, with
two more planned for July 25 and Aug.
29 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at Philosophy in
Truckee.

8 IVGID Launches New Community
Survey Platform
INCLINE VILLAGE

Incline Village General Improvement
District recently launched CBIV Community
Engagement, an online platform designed
to engage citizens in a conversation about
important IVGID projects and issues. The
first survey topic question on IVGID’s website is “How can IVGID improve its public
communication and outreach methods to
more effectively inform and engage the
community?” and had 359 visitors at the
time of this writing. The creation of the CBIV
platform follows IVGID’s termination of a
prior survey collection contract with Incline
Village-based FlashVote in December 2016.
Info: yourtahoeplace.com/ivgid/resources/
cbiv-community-engagement

9 Housing Choice Vouchers Program
Opens Waitlist
TRUCKEE/NORTH LAKE TAHOE

On Monday, June 25, the Regional Housing
Authority (RHA) opened its waitlist for the
Housing Choice Voucher (HVC) program,
formally known as Section 8 vouchers. The
HVC program assists low and moderate
income families and individuals to secure
affordable housing in the private rental market by subsidizing rent based on income.
The waiting list is organized by preference
points, not by the date the application is
submitted, and names are selected in order
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of preference through a random lottery.
Preferences include things like: families
or individuals currently homeless or
living in substandard housing, paying
more than 50 percent of their income in
rent, or being “involuntarily displaced”
from housing. The participant is free
to choose any housing that meets the
requirements of the program and is not
limited to units located in subsidized
housing projects. Info: regionalha.org/
programs/housing-choice-voucher/
applicants

2

10

TahoeTruckeeTransit.com
Website Launched
TRUCKEE/NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Truckee North Tahoe Transportation
Management Association (TNT/
TMA) launched its newly upgraded
tahoetruckeetransit.com website on June
19. It’s mobile friendly, has a trip planner, an
interactive map, up-to-the-minute service
alerts, posted schedules for each route, and
more. Info: tahoetruckeetransit.com

Election Briefs
11 Save Our Schools Renewal

Measure to be on November Ballot
TRUCKEE

The Tahoe Truckee Unified School District’s
Board of Education unanimously approved
on June 20 a resolution to place the Save
Our Schools Renewal Measure on the
November 2018 ballot. If enacted, the
measure would renew existing, voterapproved funding first established in 1989,
and would continue to fund programs
underfunded by the state, such as music, art,
technology, physical and science education,
honors and advanced placement classes,
as well as college and career preparation.
The $148 annual parcel tax renewal measure
would continue to accrue locally-controlled
funds that cannot be taken by the state and
would include strict fiscal accountability
requirements including independent citizen
oversight and annual audits. No funds could
go to administrative salaries or benefits. Info:
ttusd.org

KEEP IT BLUE: The average annual clarity level for 2017 was 59.7 feet. This was a
9.5-foot decrease from the previous year, surpassing the previous lowest value of 64.1
feet in 1997. Image courtesy UC Davis Tahoe Environmental Research Center

12 Bonnie Gore New District 1
Supervisor
PLACER COUNTY

Attendees at future Placer County Board
of Supervisors meetings will notice a new
face, as Roseville Vice-Mayor Bonnie Gore
ousted eight-year Placer County Supervisor
Jack Duran for the District 1 seat this June.
Gore, who currently serves on the Roseville
City School District Foundation board and
was the Lighthouse Counseling and Family
Resource Center founding chairwoman, won
the election with 62 percent of the vote.

13 New Election Format Meets
with Success
NEVADA COUNTY

For the June 2018 Primary Election, Nevada
County was one of five counties in the state
chosen to pilot a series of voting changes
approved by voters in 2016. The changes
included transitioning almost completely
to mail-in ballots. A few in-person polling
locations were still available, but the county
found that 95 percent of votes were submitted by mail. Additionally, a near record of
57.03 percent of eligible voters cast ballots,
a full 12.45 percent more than in the 2014
gubernatorial election. The ballots were
also counted by 5 p.m. on June 20, two
weeks earlier than ever before.

FULL SERVICE TREE CARE
& DEFENSIBLE SPACE

Quality Service
from Your Local
ISA Certified Arborist

South Lake Tahoe Chamber Treks to
Colorado for Western Housing Study
On June 20 to 22, Tahoe Chamber led a delegation of 15 Tahoe/
Truckee community leaders to Colorado to visit Vail, Breckenridge,
and Keystone, Colorado, destinations carefully selected for a study
on housing due to their similarities to Tahoe/Truckee. The delegates,
calling the trip the “Chamber Trek,” heard presentations from local
housing officials, engaged in interactive discussions, and toured
a number of innovative developments, some for rent and some
for sale. The participants plan to convene again with the goal of
broadening the forums for dialogue, gathering data to get the hard
facts about our community housing needs, and taking action steps
here at home. The overall goal of the study was to learn from our
neighboring communities’ best practices, as they confront similar
issues to our own. According to Steve Teshara, Chamber CEO,
“We were inspired to see firsthand the long-term commitment to
community housing and sustainability in the communities we visited
Courtesy photo in Colorado. It’s essential we do the same.”

Read. Discuss. Contribute.
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Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Defensible Space
Prompt Service
Fully Licensed
& Insured
CCL #924032
ISA #WE-8756A

530.320.8061

www.halltreecompany.com
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Culinary Collaborations
New small business incubator Kitchen Collab is bringing the
shared workspace trend to Tahoe’s food entrepreneurs

tors, like the company that
installed the specific floor a
commercial kitchen requires,
couldn’t schedule an appointment for four months.

By Alexandra Spychalsky
Moonshine Ink

Alex Togler’s new business,
Kitchen Collab, which opened
in May in a retrofitted space
behind the Savemart in the
Truckee Crossroads shopping
center, breaks the mold as
the area’s first food-focused
incubator. The 1,800-squarefoot kitchen with 11 prep
stations and three hot lines
is a membership-driven,
shared workspace giving food
entrepreneurs access to a topof-the-line commissary kitchen
along with business development services that include an
office space and a conference
room. Togler is uniquely suited
to help others get their small
food businesses off the ground
because the road to opening
his own passion project has
been one of persistence in the
face of uncertainty.
Kitchen Collab has been a
long time in the making; the
commissary kitchen concept
had intrigued Togler before
he moved to Tahoe. After
working as a chef at Drunken
Monkey and FiftyFifty
Brewing Co., he was looking
to get out of the restaurant
grind and explore the food
scene in a different role.
“Food in this area is nostalgic;
a lot of the concepts have been
here for 20 to 30 years,” Togler
said. “That’s not always a bad
thing, but there is a lot of possibility for growth and for new
visions of what food can be in
the area, and we’re starting to
see that already.”
Togler was hearing that people
want to start new enterprises
— from food trucks and
catering businesses to baking
and bone broth making — but
don’t have access to the
kitchen space necessary to do
so. Some area entrepreneurs
work with restaurants to use
kitchen space after hours. Not
only are those nocturnal hours
28

TAKING MEMBERS: The new Kitchen Collab membership tiers vary from offering just a few hours in the kitchen each
month to access to refrigerated and dry storage space. Memberships also will include access to the coworking office
space and other business development tools. Photos by Jocelyn Noel

a tough schedule to maintain,
Togler said, but also the available kitchens in the area, like
the one at Coffeebar, are often
booked up.
“Chefs didn’t have anywhere to
go anymore,” Togler explained.
“They are going to bigger
cities, there’s no space for
them to strike out alone here.
There was enough talk among
chefs, people fermenting,
bakers, that they didn’t
have a venue to pursue
their business.”
It took Togler four years
to find the right location
for his plan, but signing
the lease was the easiest
part of the process for
him. After getting the keys
in September 2016, he
expected to start building
in January 2017, he said.
Construction didn’t actually start until July of that
year. Some of the biggest
obstacles Togler faced
were with the permitting
processes; not only with
the Town of Truckee, but
also with the handful of
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agencies that oversee commercial food businesses, like
the health department and
the fire and utility districts.
Because his business is so
unique, the town initially
didn’t know how to classify it
to issue a permit, he recalled.
On top of that, he found it
difficult to coordinate the various agency requirements; just

because the town approved
building plans didn’t mean the
same plans would meet fire
district codes. This became an
issue when he learned at the
end of the construction phase
that he needed to install a fire
monitoring system, rather
than at the beginning when
the building was gutted and
the installation would’ve fit
seamlessly into the plans, he
said.
“If you had asked me
two years ago, would I
do this again, I would say
‘no way’,” Togler joked.
“There’s no good way to
learn those lessons until
you’ve stumbled through
them. The town has done
its best to set up a system
where you can ask questions, but it’s hard to know
what questions to ask.”

CHEF: Alex Togler is an accomplished local
chef himself, and has worked in the kitchens of
FiftyFifty Brewing Co. and Drunken Monkey.

High construction, labor,
and real estate costs are
difficult symptoms of doing
business in Truckee, Togler
shared. Timing is also a
challenge. Some of the
more specialized contrac-

Despite the obstacles, the
process held many upshots. In
the end, the project will cost
about a million dollars, far
more than the original estimate
of $600,000, but much less
than the $2.5 million Togler
said it could have cost him,
had he not been savvy and
had some fortuitous breaks.
The years he spent finding the
perfect location paid off in
tangible construction savings.
Because there used to be a
Burger King and dry cleaning business adjacent to the
building he was using, Togler
could access a large gas line
and more electrical power. He
also procured equipment from
across the country through
online auctions for about 15
cents on the dollar for what it
would cost retail.
Kitchen Collab is now open
for business and taking on
members. Membership tiers
vary from offering just a few
hours in the kitchen each
month to access to refrigerated
and dry storage space, and
include access to the coworking office space and other
business development tools
Togler is planning to introduce.
He said he needs 10 to 15
business members to make the
project financially viable. He
will limit membership numbers
for the first year in order to
make sure things run smoothly
in the kitchen before he adds
more clients to the mix.
“There has been this growing
energy within the food industry
here locally,” he said. “Now
it’s time to see if we can make
space for a younger group of
chefs and food producers to
drive that even further forward.
We’re not just a stop-off on
I-80; we’re a destination.”
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IT ALL STARTS HERE
Sitting just under Hawk’s Peak, Tahoe Donner’s
Alder Creek Adventure Center is your hub
for mountain exploration and fun! Rent bikes,
ride horses or travel by foot on the 60+ miles of
trail and finish with a beer or a bite at the Alder
Creek Cafe – known for fresh food designed to
fuel your adventure.

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

BIKEWORKS

RENTALS

PONY RIDES

GUIDED BIKE TOURS

TRAIL RIDES

REPAIRS

CAMPS + LESSONS

Mountain bikes, road bikes,
kids bikes and trailers.

R E S E R VAT I O N S H I G H LY R E C O M M E N D E D
VOTED BEST

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
& Truckee Restaurant
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE | 530.587.4694 | 10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

ALDER CREEK CAFE +
TRAILSIDE BAR

We can satisfy your group's
goals and fitness levels.
Tune-ups, flat repairs or
more significant fixes.

An experience your child
will never forget!
Experience a vista-filled ride
on our beautiful trail system.
Learn the about horsemanship, safety and riding.

Enjoy fresh, local ingredients
to fuel up for any activity!

HOURS

SUNDAY-FRIDAY
11:30AM-3PM
Grab and Go until 4PM
SATURDAY
11:30AM-4PM
Grab and Go until 5PM

LOCATED AT 15275 ALDER CREEK ROAD IN TAHOE DONNER, OR CALL (530) 582-9686.

LEARN MORE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

40% OFF WINTER STOCK
NEW SPRING & SUMMER STYLES NOW IN STORE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
ONE STOP SHOP FOR FUN IN THE TAHOE SUN
FULL SERVICE TUNE AND REPAIR SHOP
MEN’S, WOMEN’S AND KIDS’ GEAR AVAILABLE

Open 7 days a week | 10 am to 6 pm
11486 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA | 530-536-5006
Read. Discuss. Contribute.
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ARE YOU A
SLAVE TO YOUR
BUSINESS?
… OR SLAVING IN
SOMEONE ELSE’S
DREAM?

Stressed?
Overworked?
Overwhelmed?
Feeling Stuck?
Not Enough Money?
Not Enough Time ?

FREE YOURSELF

NOW!

business Briefs
1

2

County Brings in $343.7
Million in 2017 Tourism Revenue
NEVADA COUNTY
Tourism was instrumental to Nevada
County’s financial success in 2017, with
visitor spending reaching $343.7 million
(up 5 percent from 2016), according
to the Dean Runyan Associates report
released last month by Visit California.
The Nevada County tourism industry
supported 3,670 jobs (6 percent
increase from 2016) and generated
$12.5 million in local tax revenue last
year (up 11 percent compared to 2016).

DIVING IN: Truckee native Michael Penwarden and his family kicked off a national tour in June to
celebrate the life of Penwarden’s aunt Renee “Apple” Applegate, who operated Dive Paradise
in the diving mecca of Cozumel, Mexico for over two decades until her passing late last year.
Courtesy photo

2

3

Carmel Gallery Closes
Calistoga Location
TRUCKEE

What would you do if you unexpectedly
inherited a legendary tropical dive
operation from an industry icon? For
the family of Renee “Apple” Applegate,
who operated Dive Paradise in the
diving mecca of Cozumel, Mexico for

After five years of operating The Carmel
Gallery in Calistoga, the owners have
decided to sell the commercial building, close the Calistoga location, and
consolidate their operations to The
Carmel Gallery in Truckee. The downsizing is an effort to simplify and respond
to increased online sales from the
gallery’s website. The final day for
the Calistoga location was June
27. The Carmel Gallery in Truckee
is open daily from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Info: thecarmelgallery.com

Truckee Native Takes
Dive Paradise on Tour
COZUMEL, MEXICO

IMAGINE:

More Money
Better Relationships
More Freedom
Lasting Happiness

All the news that fits — from original
reporting or press releases. Submit your
own to editors@moonshineink.com.

4

4

Tahoeposters.com
Closes its Doors
TRUCKEE

Build a Profitable
Business | Have More
Freedom | Start Making
Your Business Work
FOR YOU!

SET UP A
FREE 30-MINUTE
CONSULTATION:

http://bit.ly/FToneAPPT
FRANCINE
TONE
Performance
Optimizer
& Strategic
Advisor

coaching@FrancineTone.com
530.412.1122
FrancineTone.com
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After 25 years and thousands of
boxmounts, Fred Zabell will be
closing Alpine Mounting/tahoeposters.com in the fall of 2018.
Tahoeposters.com boxmounted
posters are on sale while they last
for 40 percent off the listed price.
Boxmounted images, of all sorts
of Tahoe vistas and many vintage
styles, come laminated and flush
mounted to the edge of a mica
and fiberboard box to give the
poster a permanent low-glare
matte finish that cleans easily and
protects the poster from moisture,
HANGIN’ IT UP: Tahoeposters.com will be closing its
dust,
and dirt. Tahoeposters.
doors after 25 years, but the company is offering its
com unmounted posters are on
remaining inventory at slashed prices until fall.
sale while they last for 25 percent
off the listed price. Info: tahoover two decades until her passing late
eposters.com
last year, the answer was to keep the
company alive as a living tribute. In
Mountain Lion Home
order to do so, Truckee native Michael
Management
and Concierge Opens
Penwarden and his family set off on a
tour of the U.S. on June 21, to meet the
TRUCKEE
many customers, friends, and partners
Mountain Lion Home Management &
throughout the country who knew and
Concierge, a high-end property manloved Apple. While on the road, they’ll
agement company, is now serving luxury
be capturing stories about Cozumel,
homeowners in the Truckee/Tahoe
diving, and the company she made
area. The new business is affiliated with
famous.
other regional brands that cater to an

5

elite clientele including Mountain Lion
Aviation, Truckee/Tahoe’s only charter
air service and flight school; and Tahoe
University, an upscale apparel and home

MoonshineInk.com

goods store. The firm was launched this
month by Russell Kobayashi, a 15-year
director at the Lahontan Golf Club, and
Charles Slusher, a 20-year manager of
Fortune 500 companies including Merck
and Medtronic. Other service offerings
include weekly home walk-throughs,
24/7 availability, concierge and ground
transportation, event planning, interior
decorating, exterior maintenance,
groundskeeping, car maintenance, and
more. Info: mountainlionhome.com

6

New Skin Cancer &
Dermatology Institute
INCLINE VILLAGE
The Skin Cancer and Dermatology
Institute opened its fifth location in
Northern Nevada, broadening its client
base to include lakeside communities
across the North Shore and Truckee.
Dr. J. Hibler will lead the Incline Village
practice with a focus on holistic healthcare, and treating the whole person,
not just a disease or symptom. Hibler
completed medical school and dermatology residency at the Ohio University
College of Osteopathic medicine. The
center will be located at 917 Tahoe
Blvd., Ste. 101, Incline Village. Info:
(775) 398-6990

7

Coldwell Banker Brings
Over 4,000 Shoes to the Needy
LAKE TAHOE
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
offices throughout Sacramento and
Tahoe organized a charitable initiative
to collect shoes for the Soles4Souls
micro-enterprise program. Over several
weeks the Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage affiliated sales associates
and employees collected 4,100 pairs
of shoes, packing over 85 boxes
to mail off to the organization. The
Soles4Souls micro-enterprise program
has distributed 30 million pairs of shoes
in 127 countries since 2006. It offers the
opportunity for people to create small
businesses selling shoes and clothing,
providing a sustainable way for those
in need or without a traditional job to
lift themselves and their families out of
poverty.
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Bestselling Author Mike Dow
to Deliver Keynote at Wellness Weekend
TAHOE CITY
Granlibakken Tahoe announced on June 26 that Dr. Mike Dow,
bestselling author and psychotherapist, will be headlining this
year’s Wellness Weekend with his seminar titled Heal Your Drained
Brain. Wellness Weekend, a Nov. 9 to 11 event featuring three
days of workshops, seminars, and classes, combines a unique
fusion of Eastern and Western medicine, philosophy, and practice.
The weekend includes two tracks of workshops — one movementbased; the other lecture-based. The initial schedule includes
classes and workshops on topics varying from CBD oils to Tai Chi.
Info: granlibakken.com

9

Precision Flooring Moves to New Location
TRUCKEE
Precision Flooring moved to a new location effective July 1,
located at 10026 Meadow Way (the old Hospice Thrift Shop).
Precision Flooring will continue to offer carpet, luxury vinyl,
hardwood, and area rugs. Staff members look forward to providing
customers with a larger showroom and easy parking. Showroom
hours are Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and weekends
by appointment. Info: (530) 587-0102; precisionflooringtruckee.
com

10

New Tahoe Fusion Food Truck at Homewood
WEST SHORE
The new Tahoe Fusion Food Truck will be parked on the West
Shore this summer. A blend of Asian and Mexican cuisine, its
dishes offer both a creative and refreshing take on modern fusion,
all with the convenience of a speedy food truck. Homewood
Mountain Resort will be offering the food truck as another lakeside
amenity to its guests on Thursdays through Mondays, 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.

MOODYS

CANDIDATE FILING NIGHT

Special District Offices in Nevada County and Town Council
THURSDAY, JULY 19 | 5:30 p.m.
Open to all
e
prospectiv
candidates

Town Hall Council Chambers
10183 Truckee Airport Road, Truckee, CA

LEARN MORE:

SEATS AVAILABLE IN TRUCKEE:

• Seats available among special
districts and Town Council
• Requirements for public office
• All forms and required paperwork
• Candidate filing period

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

townoftruckee.com/elections

Donner Summit Public Utility District
Sierra Joint Community College District
Tahoe Forest Hospital District
Town of Truckee
Truckee Donner Public Utility District
Truckee Donner Recreation and Parks District
Truckee Fire Protection District
Truckee Tahoe Airport District
Truckee Unified School District
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LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

JULY 12–14 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY

Moody’s Jazz Artists in Residence
(World class Jazz and Hip Hop artists from all over the U.S.)
JULY 19–21 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY

Moonsville Collective
(Los Angeles based Americana band)

JULY 26–28 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY

Apollo Beebop

(Los Angeles based Hip Hop Jazz band)
AUGUST 2 | THURSDAY

Members of the Dead Winter Carpenters
AUGUST 3 & 4 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The George Souza Band

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

Read. Discuss. Contribute.

Meet your future with confidence.
Take the first step toward peace of mind in retirement with our exclusive Confident Retirement® approach.
We’ll help you understand how you can cover expenses, live the lifestyle you want, be prepared for the
unexpected and leave a legacy. Call us today and learn how you can live more confidently today and tomorrow.

AUSTIN & ABRAMS FINANCIAL PLANNING

A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc
William Austin, CFP®
, BFA™, MSFP
Financial Advisor
william.austin@ampf.com
CA Insurance #OD20353

Jessica Abrams, CFP®MSFP
,
Financial Advisor
jessica.abrams@ampf.com
CA Insurance #0H74390

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161
530.563.5250
ameripriseadvisors.com/team/austin-abrams-financial-planning
The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with flame design) in the U.S. Investment advisory products and services are made available through
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor. © 2017 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.
*Includes Northstar **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows

BACKSTREET
FR A MERS

& GALLERY

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
TAHOE LUXURY PROPERTIES, TLUXP.COM

UNITS SOLD

• RECLAIMED WOOD FRAMES
• MIRRORS
• READY-MADE FRAMES
• UV GLASS
• ARCHIVAL FRAMING

10099 Jibboom Street

IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE

Open 10am - 5pm · Tuesday – Saturday
530-587-1409 · backstreetframers.com
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REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $688K

Cool off this summer in your new home.
The Rice Team at Guild Mortgage makes the process of buying a
home as easy as possible. With personalized service and cutting edge technology,
your experience will be nothing but the best.

The Rice Team was ranked Top 1% by
Mortgage Executive Magazine 2017
The Rice Team
11050 Pioneer Trail, Ste. 201 | Truckee, CA 96161
530.582.9991 | teamrice@guildmortgage.net
Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. Licensed b
by the Departmentt of B
Business
usiness Oversigh
Oversightt under the

California
ResidentialisMortgage
Lending
Act; NV
Broker #1141;
NV3274.
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an Equal
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Lender;
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For J.D. Power 2018 award information, visit jdpower.com/a
jdpower.com/awards. (18I308387.
am licensed
to do business in the states of
California and Nevada.)Licensed by the Department of
Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV
Banker #1076.
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single family homes for sale as of 6/1/18

133

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT
Single family homes pending as of 6/1/18

37

237
51

178
Including 26 Tahoe Lakefronts
Truckee*

85

Including 5 Tahoe Lakefronts

North & West Shores**

Incline Village/Crystal Bay
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Summer Fire Pit Safety
SPACE IT UP
By Le’a Gleason

W
w

hen it comes to the natural
inclination to add a little heat
and light to your patio or
backyard this summer, there’s
much more to think about than
just the romance of sitting by a
crackling flame. Mark Regan,
fire marshal at North Lake
Tahoe Fire Protection District,
explains approved fire pits and
fire safety precautions every
homeowner should take.

WHAT KINDS OF FIRE PITS ARE
APPROVED?

Properly screened LPG or LNG
(natural gas) portable outdoor
fireplaces or barbecue grills with
a total area of three feet or less in
diameter and two feet or less in
height are approved. Wood-burning
fireplaces or chimneys are also
approved, but have different restrictions on placement.

ENJOY SAFELY: With fire danger high in summer, look
to your local fire department for rules and regulations.
In Incline, you can apply for a permit to have a fire pit
like this near your home at nltfpd.net.
Heller760/bigstockphoto.com

WHERE CAN I USE A FIRE PIT?

On patios, only natural gas fire pits
are approved. Approved wood-burning fire pits must be 25-feet away
from any structure or combustible
material.
WHAT ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS
APPLY?

A permit must be obtained fromyour local fire protection district
to have a fire pit, which will be
inspected before use. On the day
you burn, you should call the fire
department alerting them to your
plans. Wood-burning fire pits are
generally restricted June through
September, due to high fire danger. Gas fire pits can be restricted
day-to-day, depending on fire
danger. Information can be found
at weather.gov.
WHY SHOULD PEOPLE FOLLOW
THESE RULES?

A safe fire pit prevents fire danger
and damage to homes, forest,
and property; and having permits
alerts the fire department that
your fire is regulated. If someone
down the street sees the fire and
makes a call, dispatch can then
verify that it isn’t a danger by
calling you, without sending out a
team to investigate, saving valuable resources.

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

WHAT ARE SOME BASIC SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS?

Have “defensible space,” meaning
that all materials likely to burn have
been cleared from your yard. Make
sure your home has working smoke
and carbon monoxide alarms, and
have an escape plan in place, should
you need to evacuate quickly.

WILDERNESS
FIRST AID
for Dogs!

SOUTHWEST GAS

Want to Lower Your
Natural Gas Bill?
Whether you own or rent your home, Southwest Gas income-qualified customers
may be eligible for the following energy efficient home improvements at no cost
to you, through the Energy Savings Assistance Program.
• Energy education and home assessment
• Energy efficient showerheads
• Ceiling and floor insulation

Ever wonder what
you would do if your dog
was injured or became sick in the
backcountry, where it isn’t always
easy to get to a veterinarian?
Whether you like to go for day
hikes or for multi-day trips in the
wilderness with your four-legged
friend, our class will give you the
tools you need to safely stabilize
and perform first aid care for your
canine adventure buddy.
EVENING CLASSES | 6—10 pm
July 19
MORNING CLASSES | 8—12 am
July 21 and October 27
COST | $90 per person

• Door weather-stripping
• Minor home repairs
• And much more!

You may also qualify for the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program, which
provides a 20% discount on your monthly gas bill. Please review the chart below.

HOUSEHOLD INCOME GUIDELINES*
Number of Persons
Living in My Home
1-2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Total Combined Annual
Income from ALL Sources
$32,920
$41,560
$50,200
$58,840
$67,480
$76,120
$84,760

Each additional person beyond 8 - $8,640
*Household income levels establish qualification for the program.
Income levels are effective through May 31, 2019.

Please visit swgas.com/caassist or call us
at 877-860-6020 for more information.

www.t3-adventures.com/wfad
We hope to see you there!
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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BEAT THE HEAT: FOUR COOL HOMES
BY LE‘A GLEASON | Moonshine Ink

Cutie by the River

This cute-as-a-button cabin is the architectural incarnation of little red riding
hood, herself. But there’s no big, bad wolf hiding inside; we promise. Instead, the
quaint interior of this very affordable gem makes you want to huddle in. But you
won’t want to spend too much time inside, with the Yuba River right out your back
yard. Because it is located just 15 minutes from Truckee, you can enjoy peace and
solitude at home and still make those convenient trips to town for your fly fishing
supplies. Info: $296,000, 1 bed, 1 bath, 930-square-feet, 50629 Conifer Drive,
Donner Summit, Tahoe Truckee Brokers
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Photo courtesy Coldwell Banker Cobblestone

There’s not much that’s
cooler than hanging on
the pier with a drink at
Chambers Landing in
the summer. Dive into
the refreshing lake and
have a little swim, why
don’t you? All this is
totally possible when
you can ride a bike
there (3 blocks) from
your updated cabin
with modern interiors.
Features like white countertops and stainless steel appliances make your kitchen
look super chic, so even if you don’t want to go out, you’ll feel totally cool mixing
some margaritas up for guests and hanging out on your deck. Info: $759,000, 3
bed, 2.5 bath, 1,616-square-feet, 311 Talon Street, Homewood,
Coldwell Banker Lake Tahoe

Amazing Lake View
If you’re gonna
spend the
money, why
not spend it on
5 bedrooms,
HUGE
windows, and
an incredible
view of Donner
Lake? What
better way to
keep cool than
to throw open
all the windows
in your personal
palace on those sweaty summer days and lounge about? Or, have your afternoon
tea in the breeze on an incredible porch with clear glass railings. With four
parking spaces, two family rooms, and several bathrooms, you can invite the
nephews to keep cool with you on their summer vacation, too.Info:$1,550,000, 5
bed, 3.5 bath, 4,646-square-feet, 12044 Ski Slope Way, Truckee, Engel and Völkers
Photo courtesy Engel and Völkers

Photo courtesy Tahoe Truckee Brokers

Three Blocks to Chambers

PLUS BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!

Life’s A Breeze

WHEELS AND WILLS
K E L L E Y
R .
A
L O C A L

53 0. 587. 20 02
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Hanging out at home
will feel easy and breezy
when you’re sitting in your
living room surrounded
by big, open windows.
There’s a ton of light in
this home, and a great
view of the shaded, grassy
backyard. It’s got a sort
of combo-open floor plan,
making it feel like there’s
a good flow from room
to room (again, imagine
that breeze!), but a little
privacy too. Plus, in one
Photo courtesy Dickson Realty
of your bathrooms, there’s
a tub and a separate shower. Now that’s luxury, folks. Info: $499,000, 3 bed, 3
bath, 2,389-square-feet, 9960 Moccasin Ct, Reno, Dickson Realty
TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Enter: The Bidding War
The Truckee/
Tahoe real estate
market enjoyed
an especially
strong second
quarter at lower
price points
this year, with
HOW’S THE
more than half
MARKET?
of the homes
By Jackie Ginley
at $1 million or
less in Truckee selling at — or above
— asking.
It was a spring marked by bidding
wars and strategic underpricing, with
sometimes stellar results for sellers
looking for a quick close at top dollar.
One of the most notable was a threebedroom home on a stretch
of Skislope Way in Tahoe
Donner backing up to open
space and a year-round
creek. It was a well-built
home with nice log accents
(nothing off-the-charts
fancy), and on the small
side at less than 2,500
square feet. It was priced at
$835,000, and it sold in a
week for more than $92,000
over asking price.

the asking price, only to be devastated
to learn they had been out-bid. Others
came in high and later suffered a
serious case of buyer’s remorse,
feeling they had been pressured into
over-paying for a property. One pair
of buyers found the bidding wars so
distasteful that they decided to walk
away.
For sellers, the past few months have
been great, and even those homes that
sold for less than asking closed mostly
within one to three percent of the
asking price. (The luxury market was
softer, with just a few dozen $1-million-and-above-priced sales at the lake
and the ski areas — the majority of
them closed for less than asking.)

WOODSTOVE

REPLACEMENT
INCENTIVE
Summer Series:

TALK OF THE TOWN
Come get to know a Town
Council Member, Town Manager,
and other key Town leaders
To help clear the air, the Air District (AQMD) runs the
Chimney Smoke Reduction Incentive Program
(RIP). If you remove or replace on old non-EPA wood
stove or eligible fireplace, AQMD will pay:

500

$

FOR REPLACEMENT, OR

600

$

FOR COMPLETE REMOVAL
For a basic installation, low-income
applicants are eligible for up to

3,000

$

Building permit paid for if one is needed.
Placer and El Dorado counties residents are eligible.
Funding is limited on a first-come, first-served basis.
Pre-approval is required.
Some restrictions apply. More info:

530-621-7501

Thu, June 28
Wed, July 25
Wed, August 29

4–5:30 p.m.

Two-way, informal listening sessions
welcoming all Truckee residents and
business leaders to interact with
Council Members and the Town
Manager. Please no politicking,
keep it respectful and bring your
best ideas, passionate interests, and
toughest questions to an open and
transparent dialogue.
Location:

Thank you for working with us to improve air quality!

10412 DONNER PASS ROAD, TRUCKEE

But what does an experience like this mean for the
buyer?
The second quarter this year
started with very limited
single-family inventory at
more affordable price points
(below $1 million), leading
SOLD: In a sale market of few single-family homes, buyers
to somewhat of a feeding
at the top of their budjet are often outbid. Photo by Wade
frenzy among buyers.
Snider/ Moonshine Ink
When the pent-up demand
was unleashed on a new listing that
The quarter two lesson for sellers
showed well in a great location, the
reinforces a pricing rule in real estate:
result was a white-knuckle experience
price high, and you are likely to
for buyers.
wallow on the market and fetch less
for your home than if you were priced
In many cases, these homes were
right from the start and marketed by a
priced below market. It’s a risky
professional who does more than the
strategy, but in a seller’s market, it can
3-Ps (put it on the MLS, put a sign in
lead to a fast sale at top dollar. For
the front yard, and pray).
buyers, it presents a conundrum.
As a realtor who knows her market,
it’s obvious to see that a home is
underpriced. But how do you counsel
buyers to pay three, five, or more than
10 percent over asking? No one wants
to overpay. But neither does anyone
want to lose that perfect dream home.
I was in that sweaty-palm situation
several times this past spring — with
buyers who reluctantly offered over
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

TURN YOUR

GARAGE INTO A

If you are thinking of selling, ask for
specifics on pricing and your realtor’s
marketing plan. If you are priced
competitively, will they pre-market?
What, specifically, will that entail?
Print advertising makes everyone feel
good, but the web is where the buyers
are today. You need to work with
someone who understands electronic
advertising, and, above all, someone
who knows her market.
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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The Liquid Highway
that

Healed

EFFERVESCENT:
Long-limbed Sanna
points to beauty in
every direction at
Cliffside Campground,
in the heart of
Impassable Canyon.

RIVER OF NO RETURN: This rock had been
completely submerged in the early season.
Photos by Mayumi Elegado

A trip wi serendipity down the Mid
r
e
v
i
th
dle Fork of the Salmon R
F

before it was especially bewildering
ew things cure what ails you
being so novel. My heart was hurting,
better than a road trip. If you’re
I didn’t particularly like people, and I
properly primed and able to go
felt adrift in the dark. A dear friend,
where fortune leads, you end up finding
Bree, thought I needed a
just the medicine you need.
realignment. “Come visit me
Last summer, I took a trip
in Montana,” she entreated,
over miles and miles of black
to hang out during the
asphalt in my cherished old
twilight weeks of her first
4-Runner. While I (usually)
pregnancy and to visit a slice
knew where I was going, I
of America I had never seen.
didn’t know that a partner you
What little sense I had left
could call “serendipity” sat in
sent me on my way, solo,
the passenger seat. She played
Wandering
armed with a solid music
the lead role in taking me in a Natives
playlist, light camping and
direction that was completely
By Mayumi Elegado
fishing gear, and a trusty old
unexpected — a voyage far
mountain
bike for exploring the nooks
from pavement, on a liquid highway
and
crannies
of places I came across.
that rocked my senses enough to flick
on a light I thought had gone out.
I traversed the Western states under the
soul-bending wide-open sky, humming
I was awash in grief, brought on by
with thoughts and visiting people dear
betrayal. It’s an especially bitter and
to me. Luck had me cross paths with
dirty sort of loss because only people
a Montanan cowgirl twice, so I raced
you trust can occasion it. While I had
her horse on my bike and won (she let
been lucky to not have been betrayed

me). Lucky timing brought me to a dear
friend’s creek-side wedding in Wyoming.
Then fortune rang me up on my cell.
I picked up a call from Sage Saurebrey,
Moonshine’s intern-turned-starreporter, who’d spent summers in
this neck of the woods as a river
rat. He was inviting me on a six-day
rafting trip down the Middle Fork of
the Salmon River, a place that held a
siren’s magic over him. It was highly
unusual that there was a spot open on
the expedition, he said. I would work
to pay my way. It sounded like manna
from heaven, but the crew was leaving
in two days and a newspaper deadline
strummed my consciousness.
“You’ve gotta come; it’s a trip of a
lifetime,” he said.
“Oh hell,” serendipity exclaimed, “he’s
right!”

My meager road-tripping gear, clothes,
and shoes would have to do as a river
kit. I stashed into a cardboard box the
remaining essentials: a bottle of whiskey
and case of beer I’d bought from a shop
clerk named, aptly for me, “River.”
Two days later, I was sleeping in my car
on the roadside outside of Ketchum,
Idaho, rousing slowly to an insistent
alarm clock in the absolute silence just
before dawn.

At 6 a.m. as the velvet indigo of a new
day seeped across the sky, I made my
way to the Far and Away Adventures
headquarters, excited and uncertain. Bag
slung over my shoulder, pillow tucked
under my elbow, I hefted my box of
liquor onto a shuttle bus that would take
us to the river trip put in on the Salmon.
A woman I later learned was the massage
therapist hired for the trip, breathlessly

PERKS OF THE JOB: Schlepping at
Little Soldier Campground is made
more fun with a little brown water.
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asked me to tell her what to do. I think
it was the sleepy eyes and rattling bottles
that made me seem a regular.
The veteran river guides were wild,
tanned, and full of laughter, something
that was mirrored in Sage’s delight
when greeting me at the loading dock.
Belying their effervescence, these
guides are gritty. Working from dawn
to past dusk, week after week, the crew
navigates one of the nation’s premier
whitewater rivers, in a remote area, all
while shepherding a cadre of guests
coming from all over with varying
degrees of pluck. A variety of rafts and
one extra special wooden boat carried
the guests on sundry adventures — to
hikes, fishing holes, and hot springs —
as the sweep boats went ahead swiftly
and set up camp.

positioned at the bow and stern to turn
the boat side-to-side, adjusting its slant
through dramatic elevation drops and
rapids. The oarsmen must safely deliver
the entire group’s gear and sustenance
through vigorous terrain that is accessible only by water or, in some places,
helicopters. Sage’s handling of the boat
was pure magickry.
The other sweep boat captain in our
caravan was a marvel as well: Jessie
was a warm-spirited woman with chops
in everything from hardcore boating
to crafting kombucha for the river to
how to stop a bloody nose by punching
the bottom of a foot. On this trip, she

woke us up. Before each rapid, Sage
focused mentally and physically, getting
his blood moving, jumping up and down
resolutely on his “dance floor” — the
plywood propped between the boat’s two
tubes. Nearing a particularly gnarly rapid,
Pistol Creek, Sage told us, “Tuck your
feet in and be ready in case we hit the
rock wall on river left.” Since the water
height and the river’s personality changes
every day, “styling” through any rapid is a
novel experience every time.
The rapid called Redside was a thorn.
The previous year, an experienced
sweep boat captain flipped a boat on a
rock, and collecting the lost gear took

Like most rivers, the Middle Fork
changes with the seasons and years,
but being undammed — something
that’s unusual in the West — it’s temperamental. The rapids change almost
daily, so the crew must know the river
in all potential conditions.
As a “swamper,” I was a workhorse
whose duties entailed loading and
unloading a ton of gear every day. My
base camp was a “sweep” cargo boat —
one of two that carried the lion’s share
of food and equipment for a party of
30. The sweep boats got lighter as
provisions were consumed during the
trip, but at the beginning, they weighed
about 3,000 pounds.
Handling the gear boats is an extreme
game of rub-your-head-pat-your-belly,
and Sage, as the captain of our boat,
was a master. Unlike on other oarrigged boats, the oars on these were
Read. Discuss. Contribute.

I remembered a lesson from a book I
read years ago: Only by experiencing
the dark can you appreciate the light.
At that moment, I realized the same
is true for vulnerability. Only by being
exposed to the veil between life and
death will you feel truly alive.
Beholden to the schedule of setting
up camp, the sweep boats rarely made
sightseeing stops, but Sage made sure
we fit in a few. One of my favorites was
an immense wall with ochre/orange
Sheep-Eater pictographs strategically
placed, still present in a place that
holds a sense of tangible history and
sacredness. It’s a meaningful treat to
be on a site in the lower 48 that feels
profoundly tethered to the past. When
you remember where you come from,
and you welcome Serendipity as your
co-pilot, you move forward in the world
more wisely.

The Middle Fork runs 100 miles
through rugged landscape and nearly
continuous rapids in the the largest
contiguous roadless area in the United
States, the Frank Church – River of
No Return Wilderness. It’s a bucket list
trip with staggering narrow canyons,
roughhewn rock walls, indelible wildlife,
world-class trout fishing, and of course,
crisp and playful, yet moody, water.
This place pierces the everyday veil on
life, tickling awake the wildness buried
in our genes, and keeps it flickering
long after you leave the riverbanks. It
threads through three distinct ecological regions. The high alpine forests
with swift channels of water give way
to gentle hills and calmer rapids, then,
just before emptying into the main
stem of the Salmon River, this highway
of sanguine liquid smashes through a
deep gorge before passing through the
Impassable Canyon, the third-deepest
in North America.

Sage rowed to the bank and had me
jump off to anchor us so we could give
whatever aid possible — my shaking
legs made the landing. We watched
as Jessie’s boat hung up on the toothy
rock, then in short order, her swampers
shimmied the boat loose, and they
quickly sailed the rest of the rapid and
pulled up next to us. Goofy from the
adrenaline rush, we nipped whiskey to
celebrate the avoided disaster.

HEART-STOPPING MOMENT: After a near accident, the two sweep boat captains toast to avoiding
catastrophe.

brought along her handsome and hulky
dog Remy. Sage’s boat contained me
and his sister Claire, who was, uncannily, also in a time of transition.
Conversation floated easily among the
three of us on our boat. When Sage
asked what Middle Fork animal I would
be, I considered the mighty wolf, majestic mountain lion, or graceful bighorn
sheep, but quickly answered, “A river
otter.” I have always been a water-baby
and the idea of deftly exploring these
currents was tantalizing. “I knew that’d
be your answer,” Sage said.
River guides generously share the
river lore with guests, but Sage says
one topic is often glossed over — the
Middle Fork’s indigenous people —
so he has delved into their history.
Dubbed the Sheep-Eater Indians, or
Tuka-Deka, these nimble folk did not
use horses, which aren’t well-adapted
to mountainous terrain, he told us;
instead, they hunted on foot in small
groups. They were expert tanners, and
chose to avoid conflict by hiding in
canyon crevices.
We spent a lot of time in contemplation
drinking in the landscape as I imagine the
Sheep-Eaters did; but the river always

days. As Redside neared, Sage concentrated so fiercely, he seemed to shiver.
Tapping into raw power and intuition
refined through years of practice, he
threaded it, ending with a drawn-out
holler that carried heartfelt thanks to
the heavens.
Then we waited for Jessie’s boat.
Entering the rapid, she swung askance
and roared toward the dreaded rock. A
tone of uncharacteristic fear rang off
the rock walls as she called sternly to
her dog, “Down, Remy.”

As I had wrestled with the idea of
taking this trip, weighing the intriguing
invite, Bree gave me a piece of advice,
“I think your soul needs filling up.”
The Middle Fork’s three distinctive
ecological systems could be a mirror
to the grieving process. The first stage
throws you into swift channels, where
you swirl and churn. The next stage
gives you a little peace, with gentle
rocking. In the final stage, you are truly
scoured as you travel through a deep
almost “impassable” place. But when
you come out of it, you are relieved
you made it, and exhilerated about
life, sporting a big goofy grin and a
full soul.

OFFICIAL SPONSOR
OF GOOD TIMES!

Concerts at Commons Beach
Tahoe City

Music on the Beach
Kings Beach

Truckee Thursdays
& Music in the Park
Truckee

Tuesdays Bluesdays

Open Year Round
in Tahoe City
www.TahoeDaves.com

Squaw Valley

(we’re not official sponsors but we’re big fans)

Guitarfish Music Festival
Cisco Grove

590/600 N. LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY CA 96145 530-583-6415
MoonshineInk.com
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The Yaks of Sierra Valley
Words and photos by wade snider | Moonshine Ink

Animal Tales
B

elieve it or not, a herd of about 40 yaks resides
in the Sierra Valley — in Calpine, California, to
be exact. If you are wondering how these cute
little shag devils ended up right outside of Truckee,
look no further than the Bering Strait — whoops, I
mean Jenna and Greg Gatto’s place. Choosing not to
raise cattle, the Gattos searched far and wide to fill
the bovine void, finally settling on the Central Asian
fuzzy cow (also known as Bos grunniens, the grunting
ox, aka yak). Yaks do not moo; they grunt. This sound
is similar to the one I made when getting head-butted
— actually, playfully slammed — in the chest by one at
the Gattos’ farm.
The Gattos started with one yak from Idaho, and now
have 35 of the little monsters. If you don’t know what
a yak is, let me tell you. A yak is a smallish, shaggy,
domesticated ox with a docile attitude and a knack
for living at altitude (a high altitude, like, 17,000 feet,
which is probably higher than Granite Peak). That
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might not be the Merriam Webster definition, and I
might be wrong on most of my facts, but I think I’m
close enough to give you a picture.
Speaking of getting pictures and also circling back to
the head-butting, I lied. I did not get headbutted. BUT.
I did get the shot. When I was kneeling in the pasture,
checking my exposure and focus amid the serene
setting sun and surrounded by the grunting sheep
cows, Greg Gatto was carefully watching my back, for
there was a mischievous yak afoot.
Although Greg promised me that Matilda would not
harm me, I found out that the little gal took every
chance she could get to charge my blind side. I am
no stranger to playful livestock, so I risked dangerous
head cuddles to bring you these photos. While I sat
in the field, looking for the perfect angle, I thought
to myself how hilarious and awesome these things
were. They are like cows but dogs at the same time,
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and each had its own persona. Maybe we aren’t that
different, yaks and I …
The point I’m getting at is that these Yaks have spice,
and by spice, I mean flavor. By flavor I mean spunk. Not
only do they have their own, unique names, such as B116,
2D090, and my personal favorite, 2D083, but they also
harbor very adorable personalities. There is the leader,
Amelia, the cuddle bugs, Sprite and Princess (both were
bottle-raised), the worrying mother Kinnzie, and the
troublemaker, Matilda. I’m only halfway joking about the
numbered names. Each original cow monster goes by the
name of a powerful woman or Stranger Things character.
Having spent over an hour with the Gattos, I can see
where their strange yak ladies find their power. It’s neither
easy nor practical to raise a herd of yaks in the Sierra, but
these two work hard and I would expect to see organic
yak milk, gluten-free yak burgers, and cozy yak sweaters
on your local grocery store shelves very soon.
Tahoe/Truckee Independent Newspaper
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basket weaving, the making of Tule
duck decoys, hand game demonstrations, the Language and Culture Youth
Storytellers, Indian tacos, Native
American royalty, hands-on art projects,
gallery talks, dancing, and storytelling.
Info: free, 10 a.m., Nevada Museum of
Art, Reno, nevadaart.org

CALENDAR
It doesn’t all fit here.
Visit moonshineink.com/
tap for the full calendar,
or to add an event.
Every Tuesday
FOOD | Truckee Farmers Market
Eat well and shop local every Tuesday
morning at the Truckee River Regional
Park. Info: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
10500 Brockway Rd., Truckee, truckeecertifiedfarmersmarket.com

Friday, July 13
COMMUNITY | Science Speaks
Luncheon
Learn how NASA and UC Davis are pairing up not only to protect Lake Tahoe
but also to make it the world’s smartest
lake. Join Geoff Schladow, TERC
director, and featured speaker Simon
Hook, manager of the Science Division
at NASA’s Jet propulsion laboratory,
as they discuss the current state of the
lake. Info: $100, 11:30 a.m., Patterson
Hall, Sierra Nevada College, Incline
Village, terc.ucdavis.edu

Saturday, July 14
ARTS AND CULTURE | A Native
American Arts and Cultural
Gathering
During this Artown event: Reawakening
the Great Basin: A Native American
Arts and Cultural Gathering, the public
can meet established Native American
visual artists from across the region
who will be selling their traditional and
contemporary creations and sharing
their knowledge. The gathering features

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

8 a.m., Truckee River,
Truckee, truckeeriverwc.org

Saturday, July 21
OUTDOORS | Peak
Baggers Guided Hike

Taste some of California’s most excellent
wines while enjoying performances from
national and international artist on three
different stages — all while celebrating 17 years of the Art, Wine & Music
Festival. This year’s event will support
Achieve Tahoe. Info: $25, 11 a.m., The
Village at Squaw Valley, achievetahoe.
com

Take a hike! Join the Tahoe
Rim Trail Association for a
challenging guided hike
that leads to two summits
on the Tahoe Rim Trail
system, Relay Peak and
Mt. Houghton, in a 12-mile
loop. Participants should
have recently completed
hikes of similar difficulty,
and must be in good
physical condition. Info:
$5, 7 a.m., Mount Rose
Trailhead, North Lake
Tahoe, tahoerimtrail.org

July 14 to 31

OUTDOORS | Tahoe

July 14 and 15
ARTS AND CULTURE | Art, Wine &

Music Festival

ARTS AND CULTURE | Artown
During the month of July, Reno’s Artown
features over 500 events in music, art,
theater, history dance, and literature.
Check out live music including blues,
folk, classical, and pop; dance showcasing ballet, modern, and movement
on the street; theater from comedy to
magic, and dozens of other thrilling
shows. Info: artown.org

July 16 to 20
ARTS AND CULTURE | Kids Art

Camp
Support your child’s creativity with
the North Tahoe Arts summer camp!
Students learn ceramics, printmaking,
painting, fiber art, earth art, book/
journal making, jewelry, pastels, wire
sculpture, and more. Info: $150/NTA
members, $170/non-members, Fairway
Community Center, Tahoe City, info@
northtahoearts.com, northtahoearts.com

July 19 to 21
OUTDOORS | Adopt-A-Stream
Help the Truckee River Watershed
Council track the health of the Truckee
River and its tributaries. Volunteers take
water quality measurements. Families
and groups are welcome! Info: free,

Meadows Workday
Support the Tahoe Rim
Trail Association for a day
on the trail, rebuilding and
maintaining the Tahoe
Meadows trail. Participants
will meet at the Tahoe
Meadows trailhead on
Mount Rose Highway and
AUG. 10 TO 12: Peruse fine North Lake Tahoe art at the Incline
walk several miles with
Village Fine Art Festival. Photo courtesy Incline Village Fine Art
tools to reach all the work
Festival
sites. Info: free,
9 a.m., Mount Rose
COMMUNITY | Old Timers’ Picnic
Meadows, North Lake Tahoe,
Enjoy
old friends and new ones too, at
tahoerimtrail.org
the Truckee Donner Historical Society’s
38th annual Old Timers’ Picnic. Bring a
OUTDOORS | Cougars and
picnic and enjoy lunch with the comConservation with Dr. Rick
munity. Info: free, 10 a.m., Truckee River
Hopkins
Regional Park, Truckee, (530)-582-0893
Join Dr. Rick Hopkins, co-owner and
senior conservation biologist at Live
July 20 to Aug. 12
Oak Associates, as he argues against
MUSIC | Classical Tahoe
“traditional kill strategies” to control
Classical Tahoe, in its seventh season,
the population of predators including
brings together America’s leading clasmountain lions. Info: $5 suggested
sical and jazz musicians for a three-week
donation, 5 p.m., Donner Memorial
festival on the Sierra Nevada College
State Park Visitor Center, Truckee,
campus in Incline Village. Under the
sierrastateparks.org
direction of Maestro Joel Revzen, you’ll
enjoy the Classical Tahoe Orchestra
See CALENDAR p. 41
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Downieville Classic
Mountain Bike Race
and Festival
Downieville, Aug. 2 to 5

24 YEARS of hosting one of the “best bike festivals in the U.S.” have put Downieville on the
map. In the Downieville Classic, hardworking riders are treated to a costumed entourage at
hydration stations like this throughout the ride. Photo courtesy Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship

T

he Downieville Classic
Mountain Bike Race and
Festival has become a preeminent
race for hardcore downhill mountain bikers. The 24-year-old event
is near historic, a raucous gem
offering bike-themed partying in a
historic mountain town backdrop
that serves as home base.
The main event comprises two
races — a 29-mile cross-country
race, and a 15-mile downhill with
a 5,000-foot vertical decline. It is
also the second race in the Lost
Sierra Triple Crown, a three-race
series that determines winners
based on a points system in which
only the fittest and most extremely
skilled athletes prevail.
“To me, the Downieville Classic
perfectly captures roots mountain
biking. It’s gritty, raw; it’s hard,”
said Kurt Gensheimer, spokesperson for the Sierra Buttes Trail
Stewardship, which hosts the
race. “It’s the ultimate test of a
mountain biker; no other race is
like this.”
Indeed, in 2013, Outside magazine
named the Downieville Classic one
of the top 10 best bike festivals in
the U.S. The exposure has led to a
race sell-out for several years with
1,200 participants taking part.
This years’ race is again sold out,
but offers so much fun for onlookers in other ways. And, it’s family
friendly, with the kids getting

on their bikes on as well. There’s
the pixie bike race, in which both
adults and kids run though a mini
obstacle course; adults chug beer
at the end, while the kiddos chug a
juice box.
Almost as famous as the race
itself, Ron’s House of Big Air River
Jump has competitors leaping
into the river off a ramp. Cosmo’s
Wild Island boasts a floating ramp,
which the kids use as a mini race
track. And the log pull competition tests participants’ speed and
strength as they pull a log behind
their bikes; fastest time wins.
There’s also a movie night and
music throughout the festival,
with headliner Lizano bringing its
unique sound of reggae and funk
fusion to town. For those who
would like to be more involved,
there are opportunities to
volunteer.
The beneficiary organization,
Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship, is a
nonprofit that builds and maintains
multi-use trails in the Sierra Buttes,
Tahoe, Plumas, and Lassen national
forests.
“The Stewardship is a family, and
we try to extend that to everyone,”
Gensheimer said. “It’s a big family
throwdown.”
~ Kara Fox/Moonshine Ink

INFO: : Aug. 2 to 5; downievilleclassic.com; to volunteer, email
volunteer@sierratrails.org
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including virtuoso musicians
from the Metropolitan Opera,
San Francisco Symphony,
Philadelphia Orchestra, and
Los Angeles Philharmonic. Info:
Prices vary, classicaltahoe.org

July 24 to Aug. 23
MUSIC | Summer Band
Camp
This music camp is sure to
bring out your child’s inner
superstar. Join the Squaw
Valley Institute for a five-week
session 2 of summer band
camp. The camp includes sessions with several special guest
mentors teaching a variety of
musical skills throughout the
course on two days a week.
Info: $499, Squaw Valley
Institute office, Squaw Valley,
squawvalleyinstitute.org

Friday, July 27
MUSIC | BIG BLUEgrass
Put your dancing shoes
on! The Sierra State Parks
Foundation is putting on a
family-friendly bluegrass concert overlooking Lake Tahoe.
The BIG BLUEgrass concert will
take place on the grassy knoll
at the historic Hellman-Ehrman
Mansion. Info: $20/presale,
$25/day-of show, $10 kids, 5
p.m., Sugar Pine Point State
Park, sierrastateparks.org

Saturday, July 28
COMMUNITY | The Steamer
Ball
You are cordially invited to the
first Tahoe Maritime Center
Museum & Garden fundraising gala. Bring your flapper
dress and pinstripe suits for
a 1920s-themed evening of
dancing, music from Jo Mama,
and food by D’Lish catering
as well as a raffle and a silent
auction. RSVP by July 22. Info:
$180, 5 p.m., Tahoe Maritime
Center Museum & Garden,
Tahoe City, tahoemaritimemuseum.org

Saturday, August 4
COMMUNITY | Annual Giant
Used Book Sale
Cheap books for a great cause!
Support the Friends of the
Truckee Library’s annual used
book sale. Info: free, 9 to 3
p.m., Tahoe Truckee Unified
School District, admin building
gymnasium, Truckee, truckeefol@gmail.com

Tuesday, Aug. 7
COMMUNITY | Project MANA
Stella Foodie Fundraiser

Project MANA invites you to its
5th annual fundraiser presented by the chefs at Stella.
Your support allows Project
MANA to distribute more
than 194,000 meals annually,
serving more than 2,000 community members facing hunger
— all at the cost of only $2.08
per nutritious dinner. Info:
$175, 6 p.m., Stella at Cedar
House Sports Hotel, Truckee,
projectmana.org

Thrift: Because
your grandma
lives too far
away for you to
raid her closet.

Aug. 7 to 9
ARTS AND CULTURE |

Painting Modern Animals
in Acrylic
During this three-day intensive
art course taught by Emily
Reid, students learn a variety
of drawing and painting skills.
Using bold colors, modern
patterns, and engaging
compositions, participants use
acrylic paint combined with
colored pencil to create unique
animal portraits. Each student
can expect to complete two
18”x 24” wooden panels in
this workshop. Info: $130/
general, $120/member, 9 a.m.,
Nevada Museum of Art, Reno,
nevadaart.org

REMODELED &
VASTLY EXPANDED
New Moon Natural Foods

TAHOE CITY
ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

Aug. 10 to 12

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE

ARTS AND CULTURE | Incline

75+ items

Village Fine Arts Festival
The Incline Village Fine
Art Festival features artists
presenting their original work
in all media of two and three
dimensional fine arts, which
may include paintings in acrylic
oil, and watercolor, as well as
photography, etching, sculpture in clay, glass, metal, stone,
and wood. Each artist will be
present to meet with the public
and discuss their work. All work
is available for purchase. Info:
free, 10 a.m., Preston Field,
Incline Village, cwbevents.com

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers & over 100 wines

NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS
OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
Tahoe City (530) 583-7426

100% Organic produce

505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426

11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

ARTS AND CULTURE | Pacific

Fine Arts Festival
This North Lake Tahoe
traditional event brings
together 50 artists showcasing
an assortment of collectible
and wearable arts and crafts
in a variety of media. Info:
free, 10 a.m., Homewood
Mountain Resort, West Shore,
pacificfinearts.com

Thirsty for more TAP? Go
online to moonshineink.
com/tahoe-events for a full
calendar of events in the area.

Great food for a great cause!
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

MOONSHINEINK.COM
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Truckee, July 31

LOCAL YOUTH spent the summer developing skills to become leaders and serve future
student groups through Adventure Risk Challenge (ARC). These students will share their
experiences at a poetry event on July 31 at the Cedar House Sport Hotel conference room.
Photo courtesy ARC

T

his summer, 10 high school students are undertaking a journey
of epic proportions in Truckee.
There are no cell phones; there is no
internet; and they will be away from
home for more than five weeks. They
are participating in Adventure Risk
Challenge’s 40-day outdoor literacy
and leadership immersion course
— backpacking through Desolation
Wilderness, visiting a ropes course,
learning to rock climb, going
whitewater rafting on the American
River, and more.
This year Adventure Risk Challenge
(ARC) celebrates 15 years of supporting under-engaged youth in
Truckee/Tahoe to build deep and
meaningful connections between
young people and the outdoors.
This summer’s literacy and leadership students will share stories of
their journeys in poetry readings at
an annual event, Voices of Youth, at
Truckee’s Cedar House Sport Hotel
conference room. The event marks
day 36 of their adventures, and
their stories will reveal the depth of
adversity and transformation they’ve
met.
The literacy and leadership immersion course combines creative,
reflective writing with outdoor
adventure. It is designed to push
students outside their comfort zones
and build their self-confidence and
leadership skills. “I have grown a
lot compared to the person I used
to be,” wrote Truckee High School
student Daisy Sanchez after her
participation in last year’s program.
“I have grown to be more confident,
responsible and mature.”
During their Adventure Risk
Challenge wilderness expeditions,
the students craft a metaphorical
FIND A SUMMER FULL OF EVENTS AT

SQUAWALPINE.COM
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poem that compares something in
their surroundings to their own story.
They poems share their struggles,
challenges, hopes, and dreams.
Sanchez poem Frog Morph, which
she read to the Voices of Youth
audience last year, described how
her hearing impairment has shaped
her. “People don’t have to feel like
their differences are disabilities, but
rather a gift,” she wrote. The poem
explained how, during the summer
course, she started to see a brighter
future for herself. She punctuated
the poetry with her dreams of going
to college and one day owning her
own business.
After the Adventure Risk Challenge
experiences, students like Sanchez
are mentored by ARC staff members
and volunteers to return as peer
leaders in the program’s weekend
experiences. Nguyen Truong,
another 2017 student, echoed
Sanchez’s words, writing, “Honestly,
this summer is an unforgettable
moment in my life. I learned a lot of
valuable lessons from the
outdoors …. I will put all of the
things I learned from these 40 days
into the backpack of my life and
carry them with me.”
Voices of Youth is a primary fundraiser for ARC’s program operations.
All donations online and at the event
will be matched. ARC partners with
the University of California Berkeley’s
Sagehen Creek Field Station to make
the summer experience possible.
Without the field station’s generous support and hospitality, this
opportunity would not be possible
for California youth.

~ Will Fassett/ARC

INFO: Tickets by RSVP only; RSVP by July 26 at
adventureriskchallenge.org; event July 31, 5:30 p.m.
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R2R2R: Jay Wilsey and friend Shannon Rahlves pose at this year’s R2R2R race, a run from rim to
rim to rim of the Grand Canyon covering 45 miles and 11,000 vertical feet in 100 degree heat.
Photo courtesy Jay Wilsey

PURSUIT OF HEALTHINESS:
Hardy finds endless fulfillment
running and teaching yoga and
crossfit, but she says her first
passion is snowboarding.Photo
courtesy Alison Hardy

driven Let Them Run

BY SAGE SAUERBREY
Moonshine Ink

allison hardy

Alison Hardy, aka Timba Nova,
was born and raised in North Lake
Tahoe, where she cultivated a
strong love for the mountains and
wildlands of Tahoe early on.
“Any time we went on vacation
it wasn’t to a four-star resort, it
was to the middle of the woods
somewhere with five kids and a van
packed full of stuff,” Hardy said.
“It was kind of bred within me to
always love the outdoors.”
Her early days of running high
school cross country and ski racing
later evolved into a love of trail
running and backcountry snowboarding. Her other pursuits, yoga
and crossfit, are also her job, and
Hardy says she’s managed to find
a way to combine work and play in
the most fulfilling way. While some
may say blurring the line between
the two can be a mistake, for Hardy
teaching yoga and crossfit is an
endlessly gratifying experience.
When she talks about the people
she helps to better themselves in
the gym, she does so with overwhelming emotion in her voice.
“The clients don’t see it, but every
time I shut that door I thank each
and every one of them for their
hard work, and their dedication,
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

and the days that they get pull ups
or they get their toes to the bar.
I’m in the corner crying because
I’ve watched them work so hard for
that. I know just as much as they
do that it is hard work,” Hardy
said.

jay wilsey

Hardy says she sees her own
growth in every client she helps
along the way. She knows a thing or
two about the difficulty in turning
yourself around and choosing to
take a healthy path, having found
sobriety five years ago. Once
quitting alcohol she found that
she had a store of new energy to
spend outside, and began waking
at or before the crack of dawn at
every opportunity to run, board, or
whatever fell in between.

Jay Wilsey came to Tahoe in an
unusual way — he walked here
from San Diego. About halfway
through a backpacking trip along
the Pacific Crest Trail in 2015,
Wilsey stopped over in Truckee to
stay with some friends and take a
breather, and ended up staying for
three weeks. When he finished up
his hike he knew without a doubt
where he wanted to come back to:
the granite paradise he had traversed in desolation had made its
mark. “With [friends’] encouragement, I knew that’s where I wanted
to land,” he said. He now devotes
his time to building his massage
business in Truckee and running
every chance he gets.

“I am thankful for the opportunity
to share this awesome passion that
has literally saved my life,” she said.
“I was an alcoholic and addicted
to drugs through my entire 20s,
and now that I’m sober, it’s given
me something to rely on, that’s a
constant, and that makes me feel
good. And, as I get more sober and
more strong I think, ‘Ah, I’m going
to train to be an ultrarunner.’ I
never thought I’d wake up at seven
in the morning and go running, but
now I crave that.”

Wilsey grew up in a small conservative community in Central
Utah before moving to Colorado
Springs for a massage job and then
to Hawaii. It was in Hawaii that
Wilsey first discovered the “ethereal
dream state” that is surfing, and it
became one of his greatest passions. After moving to San Diego,
and eventually Truckee, he took
everything he loves about surfing
and translated it to running —
hundreds of miles from the pacific
breaks.

MOONSHINEINK.COM

Wilsey now runs about four to five
days, and averages about 50-60
miles a week — a total he laughingly
says is kind of low for someone
training for an ultramarathon. He’s
planning on running the Wasatch
100-mile race in September.
He has run one 100-miler before
moving to Tahoe, in Big Bear, which
he said went well. But, possibly a
bigger achievement was his completion of the Grand Canyon R2R2R
this year. The Grand Canyon race
involves running from the South
Rim of the Canyon, down and
across the Colorado River, up to the
North Rim, and back to the South
Rim — 11,000 feet of total elevation
gain in a canyon hot enough to fry
an egg on the sandstone. Wilsey had
a head cold at the time, and still
crossed the finish line.
“It was easily the hardest 45 miles
I’ve ever run, and also the most
beautiful,” Wilsey said. It’s the vistas
that are one of Wilsey’s favorite
parts of running, as well as its
simplicity and health benefits.
“It keeps your mind active; it
refreshes the synapses that happen
in your mind; it makes you feel
good,” Wilsey said. “You can make
it pretty easy; just a bottle of water
and your shoes.”
12 JULY – 8 AUGUST 2018
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Deadstock, VNDS, Beaters, Colorways, Resellers, and Grails

Don’t you dare call them “shoes”
J

ay-Z once told
Vanity Fair,
“When you’re
accustomed to
wealth, you don’t
show it, right?
That’s why the
white kids in
THE DAY OFF
school could wear
By Ryan Buell
bummy sneakers;
it’s almost like, don’t show wealth
— that’s crass.” While times have
certainly changed since Sean Carter
was wearing Nikes in homeroom, his
quote illustrates something important about the sneaker subculture:
the role of sneakers as a symbol.
Any established community or
group uses symbols as signals of
group membership. Here in the
Truckee/Tahoe region, locals have
a host of signals that identify them:
discussing “shoulder” season with
the bartender, sticking that Truckee
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Love bumper sticker on one’s car,
knowing it is a three-way, not a
four-way, stop on Donner Pass
Road, even the subtle pride in
one’s voice when describing the
housing search that led to living
with seven people in a threebedroom house. These are all
“in-group” markers that designate
someone as a local. Sneakers
often serve a similar role as an
identifier.
In the days of Jay-Z’s youth,
sneakers were a marker of pride
in one’s appearance among
members of the lower class,
and especially black communiFRESH: Unlike many collectors, the writer prefers to wear the majority of his sneakers. He even wore his
ties. A nascent culture formed
Dave White Air Jordan Ls to prom. Photo by Wade Snider
around early sneaker staples
like Converse’s Chuck Taylors,
has released designs with both
My beater Jordan 3 Black Cements
and Nike’s Cortez and Blazer
Adidas and Nike that are so popular
often attract comment — even here
silhouettes. It was tied intrinsically
(and limited in release quantity) that
in Tahoe — despite their thoroughly
to hip-hop and basketball, definthey are regularly sold out within
worn state, because of the famed
ing cultural movements in urban
seconds of going on sale and are
tradition of the “BC3.” I have
communities during the same
then resold for upwards of $1,000.
watched people leap over puddles,
time period. Consequently, it was
desperate to keep the suede on
Alongside this growth in popularity,
Michael Jordan’s signature line that
their Nike Air Force 1’s clean, and
the intricacies of sneaker culture
truly elevated sneakers to full-blown
indeed have done the same myself.
have expanded. Accelerated by
subculture when he signed a historic
Fathers may buy matching sneakers
the ability to form communities
contract with Nike in 1984.
for their young children, spending
online — reddit’s /r/sneakers comhundreds of dollars for sneakers that
On the back of Jordan’s basketball
munity boasts nearly a half-million
will be outgrown in months. There
preeminence, Air Jordans became a
users — an intricate set of language
is a recurring meme of men taking
cultural force. The sneakers identiand behavioral signals has develoff their sneakers to make a marfied the wearer with their namesake,
oped. Online communities praise
riage proposal, lest they crease their
with basketball, with black culture;
“deadstock” pairs that have never
sneakers while getting on one knee.
with pride, athleticism, and determibeen worn or even so much as tried
nation. The Jordan brand elevated
on, as well as VNDS (Very Nearly
The ubiquity of sneakers has
Nike as well, and the popularity of
Deadstock). “Beaters” are those that
certainly changed their connotation,
sneakers in general rose across all
are for everyday use, ones you can
no longer signaling race or class in
sectors of society. Flashy shoes may
wear in the rain, without concern for
the same way they once did. To be
have been considered “crass” once
scuffing or creasing. “Grails” are, of
sure, sneaker culture is still deeply
upon a time; before long, they were
course, the holy grail of any sneaker
rooted in black and urban culture,
more aligned with sports than with
collector, often a hard-to-find
but — much like hip hop and
class or race. Today, they are an
personal favorite in both silhouette
basketball — it has found popularity
outright fashion statement.
(model) and colorway (the color
around the world. Yet, sneakers still
scheme). The very use of the word
are identifiers, and have a host of
Now with 32 signature models and
“sneaker” is in some ways a signal
social signals associated with them,
countless other versions, Air Jordan
— seriously, don’t call my Jordan’s
marking their wearers as collectors,
is hardly the only sneaker in a
“shoes.”
connoisseurs, and part of the larger
market no longer dominated strictly
sneaker community. They are style
by basketball shoes. Alongside other
Beyond the virtual world, sneaker
first — nothing beats the extra hop
signature basketball
culture takes on an even more
in my step when I don a fresh new
sneakers — LeBron’s line is perhaps
peculiar signaling. People will go
pair of sneaks — but the community
the most popular of the past 20
out of their way to acknowledge
associated with them has created a
years — lifestyle sneakers have
another’s footwear, making sure to
subculture that is more than a mere
gained tremendous popularity.
name the silhouette and colorway
trend, but is here to stay.
Perhaps most tellingly, Kanye West
to demonstrate their knowledge.
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° Energetic Healing

CULTURE OF TEA: Ellen Tobben custom designs ceremonies to suit all kinds of customers, from families to bachelorette parties. Her favorite setting is
the outdoors where she can really “feel grounded.” Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

Tune Out and Tune In

IntentionaliTea blends wellness, mindfulness, and tasty tea
BY LE’A GLEASON
Moonshine Ink

E

llen Tobben enjoys the art of
slowing down and tuning out; taking
time to watch dry tea leaves unfurl as
they steep, and helping people connect
with yoga and breath. That’s exactly
what her business, IntentionaliTea, is
also designed to do.
“The whole mission behind
IntentionaliTea is the merging of tea
culture and mindfulness culture,” she
says. “My vision is to host Americanstyle tea ceremonies, which are very
informal and conversation driven,
and bring mindfulness practices such
as meditation, yoga, journaling …
and interact as a group with those
practices.”
After practicing yoga for 18 years and
developing a passion for tea through
her travels, in 2015 Tobben became
a certified tea sommelier through the
International Tea Masters Association
(ITMA), and in 2017 through
Truckee’s Namaste studio she became
a Registered Yoga Teacher specializing
in trauma.
She’d set out to visit a tea guru in
Taiwan she’d been told about in
her travels. Finding that it was cost
prohibitive, she attended ITMA’s San
Francisco program instead. Later,
while traveling in Australia, she was
given the opportunity to visit Taiwan
and become even more immersed in
the culture of tea. It’s a kind of magic
that exists in the world around us that
Tobben feels exists in tea, too.
“Tea is a magical plant,” she explains.
“The plants that we receive these tea
leaves from have lived centuries. And
let’s recognize the process that goes
READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

into this receiving that we always take
for granted, when as westerners we
have everything at our fingertips.”
Rich in health benefits, tea is lightly
caffeinated, uplifting to the mood,
heart healthy, and full of antioxidants,
particularly l-theanine, Tobben says.
All loose-leaf green tea comes from
the same plant: Cammelia sinensis
or commonly, simply the tea plant.
Results are influenced by the way the
leaves are processed and the conditions in which they grow.

° Intuitive Emotional Support
° Dream Interpretation
° Holistic Nutrition Counseling
° Holistic Home Cooking
Your first session is
ON THE HOUSE! A gift
from my heart to yours.

something that is happening now and
will not be happening again.
“We do live in this world where we’re
so connected all the time, and it’s really
important for our nervous systems to
check out [of that] and to check in with
ourselves,” she says. “I encourage as
much presence as possible in that way.
Any opportunity we have to slow down
and sit with ourselves and the people
we value is such a gift.”

518-727-6629
955 S. Virginia, Ste. 205, Reno
heartpathwellness.info

“White tea, oolong, green.... [they’re]
just the different varietals [depending
on] where it’s grown, how it’s grown,
and how it’s processed,” Tobben says.
“Tea is very seasonal as well…. you can
have a white tea which is very light
and flavorful and the next year, maybe
it was rainy and it’ll come through as
a totally different flavor. It invites an
ever-changing nature to my process
with the tea, and that reflects the
nature of our lives.”
Tobben uses organic loose-leaf tea
in her ceremonies and packages
it for sale as well. She also serves
unique blends she creates with dried
flowers and spices. Her ingredients
are organic and treated as carefully
as possible. For instance, she hand
muddles the chai spices so as not to
dull the flavors.
She tailors ceremonies to the needs
of specific groups, including elements like offering a tea-tasting
flight, yoga practice options, time
for journaling, and most importantly,
time to check out of daily life. She
says that having a tea ceremony
is really about presence. Allowing
people to watch the tea leaves opening creates an opportunity to witness
MOONSHINEINK.COM
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The Power of a Good Deed
Locals use social media to lend helping hands

O

ften in today’s world
we turn to social
media to connect.
And in the small, connected
community of the Tahoe
Basin, there’s one social
media outlet that has yet
again proven to bring people
together: Truckee Tahoe
People (TTP).

THE MOUNTAIN BIKE
Maggie Shields thought it was
a bear when she heard a noise
outside her Truckee home
one evening. But she woke
up the next morning to find
that someone had stolen her
10-year-old-son Rosci’s bike,
which he rode every single
day. Maggie doesn’t use
Facebook, but neighbor Faith
Smith offered to put a post on
Truckee Tahoe People looking
for a used bike for Rosci.

“The next morning [Faith]
said ‘there’s a guy who wants
to buy your son a bike’,”
Maggie remembers. “I
thought that was so kind.”

THE BURNER BIKE
RESCUE
As a seven-year attendee
of Burning Man, Squaw
Valley native Gavin Lura
was dismayed to hear about
thousands of bikes left on the
playa after the event last year.
So, he and fellow burner Ally
Bravo went back to the Black
Rock Desert and salvaged
25 bicycles.

The guy was Shaun Frichette,
a Tahoe business owner who’d
had his bike stolen as a kid,
too. His parents weren’t
able to afford a new one for
two more years, he said. He
offered to meet Maggie and
Rosci at Scheels in Sparks.
On the first day he’d had off
work in 40 days, he bought
Rosci a Trek mountain bike
big enough that he could
grow into it and have it for a
long time.

“For me it was, ‘All of these
really useful things we used
planetary resources to make
are just gonna go to the dump
unless people take action’,”
he said. “Each individual
neglecting a small personal
responsibility is dumping a
lot of responsibility on the
people who work for Burning
Man.”

“He loves it,” Maggie said,
“he’s never going to forget it.
What an experience. I know
it will stay with him his whole
life.”

Returning to Tahoe, Gavin
removed the decorations and
inspected the mechanics,
replacing things like the
bearings, which can become
so filled with dust that people
can’t pedal them.

GOOD DEEDS: (Clockwise) Gavin Lura salvaging bikes; blue bumpers
signifying free rides from Alan Ashbaugh and Jonathan Aylward; Shaun
Frichette and Rosci Shields at Scheels; courtesy photos

THE HITCHHIKER GIVING
BACK
Tahoe City resident Alan
Ashbaugh first became interested in community-based
sharing economy programs
while traveling, initially using
couchsurf.com and Craigslist
ride share as a means to
travel cheaply.
“Pretty soon I realized it was
an awesome way to meet
people who were unlike me,
and learn lots of new things,”
he said. “I hitchhiked from
Vancouver BC to the Yukon.
I had a three-hour conversation with a Republican who
was driving a pickup truck
across Minnesota, and I’m
pretty darn liberal …. I spent
the night in the bunk bed of
a Serbian trucker watching
Serbian sitcoms.”
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He later moved to Lake
Tahoe, and, while driving
two hours a day to attend a
wilderness first responder
class in South Lake Tahoe,
he dreamed up an idea: first,
he imagined a sort of “super
psychedelic free taxi.” But,
his roommate, Jonathan
Aylward, contributed a simpler idea: use blue painter’s
tape to color their bumpers,
signifying they’d always pick
up hitchhikers.
Jonathan posted pictures
of the idea on TTP, hoping
others would follow suit. The
result was overwhelmingly
positive. Alan said he hopes
that in the coming months
more will take notice and
begin to consider ridesharing
as a part of daily life.

“Every bike rides a little
differently,” Gavin said. “An
older, used bicycle is, in my
opinion, a lot better than a
new bike. It has some history
and some character.”
He then used TTP to resell
the bikes, asking only a small
price to cover the time and
resources spent to fix them.
The response was overwhelming, he said. The bikes sold in
two hours out of his Olympic
Valley garage. One customer,
Saulo Alejandro, is an Incline
Village landlord who bought
nine bikes to lend to his J-1
tenants so they can bike to
work .
The experience stoked Lura’s
passion for bicycles, and he
approached Factory Bike at
the entrance to Squaw at the
beginning of summer, where he
was given a job on the spot.
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Tahoe Burl Theory

W

e, Katy and Alison,
are simply two
dear friends who love
to create! If we aren’t
outside enjoying the trails
and beaches of Lake
Tahoe, we are sprawled
out on the deck or by
the fireplace (depending
on the season) with our
KATY RENDINARO AND
ALISON LEVIN
paint, wood burner, and
whatever else we are
experimenting with and on. We are inspired by
nature and her magic, and we hope this is depicted
through our choices in materials, methods, and
mantras. We focus on locally-sourced materials and
upcycled goods. Our wood comes from already
chopped down or fallen trees from the forests of
Lake Tahoe. We offer custom pieces, from magnets
to wall hangings and more. We love creating signs
for weddings and other events! You can find Tahoe
Burl Theory crafts at Blue Wolf Studios in Kings
Beach, Wanda’s Flower Shop in Tahoe City, and
most craft fairs on the North Shore.

PLANNING A WEDDING? Hit up these two gals for
some hand-painted signs. Photo courtesy Tahoe Burl
Theory

This is your space! Submit your art, visual or
written, to editors@moonshineink.com, along
with contact info, brief bio, and a byline so you
get credit for your masterpieces.

Info: @tahoeburltheory on Etsy

What’s
Wrong
and
What’s
Right?
Solutions
to the July
crossword
can be
found in
the opinion
section
of the
Moonshine
Ink website
and in the
August
print
edition.

Solution to June Crossword

READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE.

Fitness, Challenge & Fun with a Purpose
Saturday, July 28th

SQUAW MOUNTAIN RUN
3.6 Mile Run/Hike + Yoga, Flower Walk
and post-race party at High Camp — $500 Cash purse.
A portion of race proceeds benefit the Gene Upshaw Memorial Cancer.

Saturday, August 4th

SIERRA CREST ULTRA RUN
30K, 50K Endurance Trail Run + 15K Fun Run
Awesome swag bag and a catered post-race meal
for all 30K and 50K racers!

Benefitting ASCTC’s Nordic & Biathlon programs

Race info and registration details at auburnskiclub.org or call 530.426.3313
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