
Pyramid Lake’s

Lahontans:
A Jurassic Park
Fish Story …46

14 June – 11 July 2018
Vintage 16, Nip 7
Truckee/North Lake Tahoe 
Independent Newspaper 
Priceless

Finding a Long Term 

ReNTaL ...37

…inside!

Fighting Fire with FIRe …14



SIERRA COLLEGE TAHOE-TRUCKEE CAMPUS

REGISTER NOW FOR 
FALL CLASSES!

www.sierracollege.edu

Fall 2018 classes begin August 20

Tahoe-Truckee Campus
11001 College Trail, Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 550-2225

• Career/Technical Training 

• Guaranteed Transfers

• Financial Aid available

• Ten on-ground majors

• 300+ online classes
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Follow us on

— Fast Facts —

ELEVATION:  5,901 ft MSL
One of the highest in the nation

POPULATION SERVED:
35,000 full-time residents and 
80,000 peak period visitors

AVIATION:  KTRK serves private 
and charter aircraft but offers no 
scheduled commercial flights

The Airport is a special district of California. It is a local, focused form 
of government led by a five member elected Board of Directors that 
provides aviation services and facilities.

220
HANGARS

2
RUNWAYS

2,600
ACRES

1
TERMINAL

   MISSION

The Truckee Tahoe Airport (KTRK) is a community airport that 
provides high-quality aviation facilities and services to meet local 
needs. We strive for low impact on our neighbors while enhancing 
the benefit to the community-at-large.

MEETING SPACE 

95 different 
non-profits 

held a total of  
491 meetings 

+ events in 
the Airport 
Boardrooms

Connected By
More Than A Runway
SINCE 1958

Community  Partnerships
Through our Giving Back Programs 
    we support over 50 local entities.

We are here for our community and 
have a responsibility to it. What 
happens here and how we grow, work 
together and prosper is important to us.

SIZE:  Serves Lake Tahoe, Truckee, 
Sierraville, Donner Summit, etc.

530.587.4119

info@truckeetahoeairport.com

www.truckeetahoeairport.com

Airport Community Hotline:  
530.287.2799
(Your Comments Matter)

With over 35,000+ flight operations per year, KTRK 
connects people to the region as part of the Federal 

Transportation System.

The new Air Traffic Control Tower 
at KTRK works to: 
4   Increase aeronautical safety

4   Decrease annoyance
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Do Tell!

INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS  BY WADE SNIDER/MOONSHINE INK

How We Shop Local
With the ability to order any product under the sun with a mouse click, why leave 
the house? It is just so easy and convenient to click a button and have those new 
shoes, dog food, or even toilet paper delivered to your door within 24 hours. Yet 
local businesses here in North Lake Tahoe have a lot to offer as well; from great 
deals and convenience to personal service and smiling faces, they are the lifeblood 
of a thriving community. Not only do they employ locals, but they also pump three 
times more money into the local economy than sales made online, in Reno, or at a 
chain, p. 27. Moonshine Ink took to the streets to ask, “How do you shop local?” 

ARIANA REHORN, Tahoe City
Massage therapist/spiritual healer

As a massage therapist, I always need to keep a full 
stock of healing supplies. New Moon has pretty much 
everything I need, from their selection of essential 
oils to CBD skin salves. I visit at least once a day to 
restock and grab a sandwich. Their food is delicious!

CHRIS BECK, Truckee
Owner, Tahoe Alpenglow Properties

I have a 1-year-old German Shepherd who is eating 
food faster than I can buy it. I typically buy all of 
Gunner’s toys and grain free dog food from Pet 
Station in Truckee. I also just purchased a home 
up here, so I spend a lot of my time at Mountain 
Hardware.

WILSON KOONTZ, West Shore
Yosemite guide/Squaw ski coach

I spend most of my weeks leading tours in Yosemite, 
but when I’m in town I typically stock up on fresh 
backpacking and climbing supplies at Alpenglow 
[Sports] in Tahoe City or Tahoe Mountain Sports in 
Truckee. If eating local counts as shopping local, I 
give a lot of my money to Fat Cat in Tahoe City.

JACQULINE TANKERSLEY, Glenshire
Yoga guru, Tahoe Yoga and Wellness

I’m a busy mom and don’t have a lot of time to shop, 
but when I do, I always shop local. I love cooking 
with the delicious produce at New Moon and always 
make sure to buy my organic hair products at Sacred 
Salon. Those girls are amazing!

ANDREW FINKELSTEIN, Truckee
Manager, Performance Training Center

I don’t always break my mountain bike, but when I do, I 
take it to Cycle Paths on Pioneer Trail. I feel much more 
comfortable having experienced professionals working 
on my bike when I just don’t have the time or patience. 
I also buy all my backpacking gear from either [Tahoe] 
Sports Hub or Tahoe Mountain Sports in Truckee.
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Business Speaks
June 19, 20 & 21,  2018 
Register on TruckeeTomorrow.org - It’s FREE! 

RUN A TRUCKEE BUSINESS? CAN’T FIND WORKERS?  
Give input on the EMPLOYEE COOP (TRUCKEE CONNECTS) PROJECT  
to help employers find workers and fill jobs!  
 
WEIGH IN ON INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
Hear about Roads, Sidewalks, Roundabouts and Trails. Share what you 
like. What needs to changed? What’s missing?   
    
BRING OR SEND YOUR KEY EMPLOYEES TO PARTICIPATE 
The more ideas and input we gather, the more successful the projects  
will be. 

NETWORK WITH YOUR BUSINESS COLLEAGUES 
Learn. Share ideas. Take action. Create what you need!  
 
Business Speaks is a Truckee Tomorrow economic program led by the Truckee 
Chamber of Commerce in partnership with the Town of Truckee and public/private 
partners dedicated to the well-being and vibrancy of Truckee. Learn more at 
TruckeeTomorrow.org or call 530-587-8808.

C ATA LY S T |  C O N V E N E R |  C H A M P I O N

GO ONLINE

HOT STORIES FROM  
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s email list 
features stories that are 
published only online.  
Sign up by visiting moon-
shineink.com/subscribe.

Tahoe City’s Bright Future
Melissa Siig wrote an extensive piece for the May edition 
highlighting the status of the Tahoe City business economy. 
The piece delves into landlord/tenant issues, and gives a peek at 
what’s to come for the small town. The piece circulated widely 
in the community and garnered 100 likes on our website.

READ ONLINE IN THE NEWS SECTION 

Uncertainty in Numbers
Sage Sauerbrey wrote a speculative story about one of the most 
competitive congressional races in California, exploring the 
possiblity of a Democratic split vote. This story received a lot 
of reads online and begat numerous detailed rebuttals to the 
hypothetical situation posited in the piece.

READ ONLINE IN THE NEWS SECTION

Money for the Sierra
In an online exclusive story, we covered Proposition 68, which 
provides critical funding for conservation and recreation spaces 
in the Sierra Nevada. Local stakeholders and nonprofits in the 
community came together to urge support for the ballot initia-
tive, which was voted into effect on primary election day. 

READ ONLINE IN THE NEWS SECTION

HENRIKSON BUILDING

DISTRICT FOUR RACE
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I am voting with my dollars 
to support Moonshine Ink 
in their pursuit of quality 
information, transparency 
and accountability.”

KATIE SHAFFER
CEO AND FOUNDER 
EAST RIVER PR

Join me in subscribing to 
Moonshine Ink
# K E E P T A H O E S M A R T

BALLOT INITIATIVE PASSED

We Have a Winner!
Moonshine spent the weekend at Made in Tahoe 
Festival at Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows and had 
a blast educating the community about our mission: 

KEEP TAHOE SMART. In our “deliver the paper” game, we 
awarded lucky winners cool Moonshine swag and year-long 
subscriptions.

VIEW OUR INSTAGRAM @MOONSHINEINK 

A Dog Park For Truckee
We shared the story about Tahoe Vista’s Tahoe 
Unleashed dog park being a model for the planned 
Truckee Dog Park, and asked, “Would you use the 

planned dog park in Truckee?” 21 comments poured in, with 
answers ranging simply from “yes” and “no” to colorful com-
ments arguing for both sides (see p. 10).

Amtrak Incident Pending 
Investigation
Our photographer Wade Snider captured two protestors stand-
ing near an Amtrak train, in response to a recent incident of vio-
lence involving a train passenger that is still under investigation. 
Our Facebook readers felt so passionate about this that they left 
14 comments including one from Michael Plapp that read, “This 
is utterly outrageous and unacceptable #justiceforaaron.”

VIEW AT FACEBOOK.COM/TAHOEMOONSHINEINK

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST 
‘BOOKS, TWEETS & ‘GRAMS

Discover breaking news, 
generous giveaways, and 
behind-the-scene peeks at 
the Moonshine process.

PROUD NEWSWOMAN

TAHOE UNLEASHED

ASKING FOR ANSWERS
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RENO CHALK 

ART FESTIVALART FESTIVAL
presented by Atlantis

RENO CHALK 
3rd ANNUAL

FRIDAY - SUNDAY, JULY 13 - 15
ATLANTIS WEST PARKING LOT

Watch in awe as chalk paintings come to life
at the 3rd Annual Reno Chalk Art Festival presented

by Atlantis Casino Resort Spa.
Using pavement for canvas, artists create

spectacular masterpieces. Join us for three days
of art, food, live entertainment, artisan crafters

and more!

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!
If you would like to participate in Reno Chalk Art

Festival just visit atlantiscasino.com/chalk
for more information.

3800 S. Virginia St. | Reno,NV 89502 | 775.825.4700

180517 Moonshine Ink_Chalk Art_June 2018.indd   1 6/4/18   12:33 PM
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Skin Treatments • Permanent Makeup
(530) 587-6263 (MANE)  ·  ManeAttratction.biz

10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Hair 
for Women 
& Men

• 
Event 
Styling

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  •  530-582-1133

T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

We are here for when they do. 
Our team is dedicated to your pet’s recovery. 

Restore Your Pet’s Health

Surgery • Spinal Cord Injury 
Ligament/Muscle Tear • Wounds 

Toe Injuries • Bone Fractures • Arthritis

Also: Ask about exercises and techniques 
to prevent injury before it happens!

If your animal has:

We create a custom holistic treatment plan including:  
Physical Rehabilitation • Laser Therapy

 Spinal Manipulation Therapy • Nutritional Support

Injuries happen. 

ON THE COVER

FISH FLOP
ABOUT THE PHOTO  | To a lot 
of people a “fish flop” photo is 
better than a “grip and grin.” The 
priceless smiles and faces may 
never be replicated. Along with 
the friendships created, these are 
reasons we fish. 

ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER  | 
James Robert Damone aka 
Jimi Bobby D. is a kind and 
multifaceted human who’s has 
brought him to many explorations 
statewide.

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “taters of course” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “people’s brains” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Le’a “office supplies” Gleason   
(lea@moonshineink.com)

Sage “everything” Sauerbrey 
(sage@moonshineink.com)

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
DAVID “soda” BUNKER
MELISSA “avocado” SIIG
DAVE “chicken-fried bacon” ZOOK

GRAPHIC DESIGN
LAUREN “ice cream” SHEARER
(lshearer@moonshineink.com)

PHOTOGRAPHER
WADE “beer” SNIDER
(wade@moonshineink.com)

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
JAMIE “bubble gum” WANZEK
(jwanzek@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
SCOTT “sketti & meatballs” ROBINSON

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Kim Beeler, Pat Dillon, Kara Fox,  
Tim Hauserman, Linda Lindsay,  
Marianne Porter, Alexandra Spychalsky

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
Favorite thing to deep fry (p. 48)

“When a system is put 
under pressure, it must 
evolve or falter,” Sage 
Sauerbrey begins his 
story (p. 24). I think 
this a perfect inspiration 
for the evolution of our 
community.

Recently, our publisher 
Mayumi and I attended the 

Restorative Arts and Yoga Fest. In the finding 
balance workshop we learned how to “dig down” 
in order to extend and that well-grounded feet 
allow you to stretch your arms further toward 
the sky. 

When we plant our feet, our outstretched arms 
reap the benefits. Our bodies become our com-
munity and the self can expand freely because 
of that basis of support. If we are off-balance, 
or under pressure, just as the quote suggests, 
the other elements must evolve for continued 
success; the feet must support the arms in 
varying ways.

In that same way, nothing can be done by an 
individual — be it a microcosm of yogis, or a 
group of small towns at the basin of a big lake 

in the middle of the Sierra Nevada — without 
support of the surrounding community. 

As you pick up this edition, which features our 
newly launched Shop Local page (p. 27), you 
may also notice Tahoe Summer Lovin’ (our 
know-it-all guide to Tahoe summers). Putting 
together these two community-oriented publica-
tions allows Moonshine to be the foundation, or 
“feet,” to help you explore your own community.

In this June edition, you will find many facets 

of our community — longtime local Robin of 
Coffee Connexion (p. 40); a resilient fish in 
Kings Beach (p. 50); a group working to share 
organic gardening with residents (p. 44). My 
hope is that through seeing how these folks give 
back, you will learn more about why community 
is essential. 

We even share why challenges like traffic benefit 
our community in the long run (p. 20). In 
Fighting Fire with Fire, it takes a community to 
tame the threat of forest fires, p. 14, and it even 
takes a group effort to re-establish debatably 
extinct fish, p. 46.

In these changing times, when key aspects like 
buying local are critical to the community, but 
affordability of resources make this inaccessible 
to many individuals, a challenge then exists. 
In times of challenge, we can either evolve or 
falter.  

Humans and Community:  
Not One Without the Other

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Le’a Gleason

STRETCHING at Restorative Arts and Yoga Fest. Photo by 
Annora McGarry

“THE INTENTION IS TO 
WORK TOGETHER TO 
CREATE SYNERGY.”
~ JAN HOLAN, TRUCKEE RIVER VILLAGE 
PROJECT DIRECTOR (P. 24)
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink is published monthly and 
hits the streets on the second Friday of each 
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions 
expressed are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink staff 
or advertisers. Please contact us for advertising 
information at sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper. Stay 
up to date online at moonshineink.com.

Issue  Deadline

12 July –8 Aug 29 June 
9 Aug – 12 Sept 27 July 
13 Sept – 10 Oct 31 Aug 

These are the drop-dead deadlines. Howev-
er, if you want your submission considered, 
please try to send it in as early as possible 
and contact us for submission guidelines at 
info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

TIM HAUSERMAN likes to write about 
a wide range of topics from interesting 
people, to growing up in Tahoe City, to 
Tahoe’s outdoor lifestyle, to rentals in the 
region (p. 37). He wrote the guidebook to 
the Tahoe Rim Trail, as well as Monsters 
in the Woods: Backpacking with Children. 
In the summer when he is not writing you 
will find him biking, hiking, and paddling.

Moonshine’s cartoonist MIKE ENGLISH 
has spent the past several years making 
an exception to a vow that he would 
never contribute to a publication that 
would have him as a contributor. A proud 
grandfather, English spends time chasing 
a 2-year-old around and attending as 
many futból matches as he can.

RUTH JACKSON HALL is a 40-plus 
year resident of Truckee who helped 
the Meschery family open Truckee’s first 
bookstore, Truckee River Book and Tea, in 
1977. An English Lit major, lifelong reader, 
library lover, and Friends of the Truckee 
Library board member, Ruth is working hard 
for a wonderful, new library for Truckee. 
Read her column, Savvy Stacks, p. 49. 

KARA FOX is a freelance writer, lover of 
the outdoors, and mother to a 10-year-
old boy. She has called Kings Beach 
home for the past 13 years, and loves 
the Tahoe community. As a longtime 
journalist, she believes everyone has a 
story to tell (see one heck of a fish tale,  
p. 50) and loves to tell those stories. 

N E W S

14  |  Fire: Not “If,” but “When” 
Due to decades of myopic forest management, experts say that fires are not 

a matter of “if,” but “when.” Now the Forest Service and other agencies 
have a new set of fire mitigation tools and are struggling to play catch up.

24  | A Village from Scratch
Resident hopefuls work to create a co-housing community in  

Truckee on West River Street.

H O M E  F R O N T

37  |  Real Rentals
Tim Hauserman’s new column explores housing issues concerning renters, 
landlords, and solutions to the housing crisis. In this edition, Placer County 

sent a postcard to homeowners asking for help with a solution.

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N T
36  |  Market Watch
The amount of homes for sale rose 
dramatically in North Lake

39  | Space it Up!
When renovating, carefully buy and 
store paint, and recycle the remains

38  |  On Sale Now
Lounge in the backyard or host a party 
in these four summery homes

M O U N T A I N  L I F E
41 | Practical Wellness
The truth behind summertime healthy 
myths

40  | Tahoe Stories
Coffee Conexxion’s Robin Dworkin is a 
long-standing community figure

50 |  Feel Good Story
How Tessie the goldfish beat the ice-
cold odds

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S
46  | Return of the Lahontans
Fifty years ago, the monster Lahontan 
cutthroat trout were extinct, or at least 
that’s what everyone thought. 

S O U L  K I T C H E N 
48  |  Quick Bites
Two recipes to try for your holiday 
gathering

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E
49  |  Savvy Stacks
Three book reviews shedding light on 
the Donner Party’s history

Y O U R  C A N V A S
51  | Greywood Design
Tom Loeschner’s reclaimed wood pieces 
fascinate; plus, our crossword

O P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell!
How we shop local

10  |  My Shot; Shine On
Soaring Ranch development proposes 
settlement offer to litigation

11  |  My Shot; Shine On
Downtown is the heart of Truckee

12  |  My Shot
On the importance of throwing your hat 
into the election ring

13  |  My Shot
Big Jack East project is part of a larger 
vision of restoring forest health 

N E W S
8  |  Editor’s Note 
Humans and community depend on one 
another

20  |  You Asked. They Answered.
What to expect from traffic season in 
Tahoe, and the story behind the old 
building foundations at the Railyard

22  |  On to November
2018 California Primary election results

28  |  In The Past
When grizzlies like Tahoe’s resident 
“Ol’Brin” once stalked the Sierra Nevada

30  |  News Briefs
Incline Village Community Center 
opens; Local agencies warn of 
hantavirus and algae blooms; Counties 
in Nevada debate legality of brothels; 
Martis Valley West decision appealed; 
and more

32  |  Business Side of Shopping Local
How local businesses compete in the 
age of convenience

34  |  Business Briefs
Kitchen Collab opens in Truckee; 
Business Speaks! talks employee co-op 
and town infrastructure; Van Life Rally in 
Tahoe City; A few new restaurants open; 
and more

14

A FIRE TEAM 
treats a patch of 
unhealthy forest in 
the Tahoe region 
in order to make 
it more resilient 
to wildfire. Photo 
courtesy U.S. 
Forest Service

N I P  7V I N T A G E  1 6
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OPINION

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com.

In response to opinion 
piece, Squaw Alpine 
Gondola Project, a 
Showcase of Damaging 
Impacts
Gondola Would Create 
Amazing Skiing
I’m not actually a fan of KSL, 
but it would appear that the 
author deserves a charter 
membership in the NIMBY 
club. She wants to keep other 
people’s private land empty, 
so she can enjoy hers without 
further expense. I have hiked 
all of the area in question, and 
the gondola would have very 
little visual impact. On the other 
hand, it would create an amaz-
ing variety of skiing experiences.

~ truckeefrank, via online

Spot-On 
Spot-on commentary to yet 
another ego-driven concept to 
irreparably damage a pristine 
area. Something as absurd 
as this gondola proposal 
is just another far-fetched, 

unnecessary proposal to build 
something for the sake of 
media promotion, to try and 
increase visitor numbers, no 
more no less and by the way, 
it will not access any new 
skier terrain and will create a 
visual blight in a picturesque 
wilderness area. 

~ Dan Hikel, Truckee, via 
online

In response to Straws Suck

Better Containers
Hope all businesses move 
that way soon, though I know 
the paper straws are more 
expensive. In the meantime, 
we should all carry reusable 
containers and straws — not 
that difficult, especially since 
we drive or bike to most places!

~ Zina Semenovskaya, via 
Facebook

In response to A Dog Park 
for Truckee

Yes and No
We spend two to three weeks 
in Truckee visiting family. I 
would never let our dogs just 
roam free up there. People 

who travel with their campers 
need places to let their dogs 
enjoy the space but it is still 
an unknown in some areas. 
Dog parks are a huge help! 

~ Cathy Loper, via Facebook

I’d much rather annex east 
end Donner Lake back from 

the State and make it town 
property.

~ Dave Gove, via Facebook

Dog parks serve a different 
purpose to trails and moun-
tains. For older owners and 
older dogs, parks provide a 
safe environment for them 

to explore, and for owners 
and dogs to socialize. The 
mountains are wonderful, but 
my 85-year-old mother and 
her 15-year-old Chihuahua 
aren’t climbing them any-
more. People need to be more 

In the litigation against the 
Town of Truckee over the 
approval of the 
Soaring Ranch proj-
ect, anchored by a 
Raley’s grocery store, 
a new development 
has recently come 
to light, therefore 
I want to provide 
your readers with an 
update. 

As you may know 
well, we have been working 
diligently to make the new 
Soaring Ranch development 
project come to fruition. 
This project will satisfy many 
needs in our community 
including a flagship Raley’s 
grocery market and achievable 
housing (housing options for 
residents covering a broad 
range of income levels, from 
low to above moderate). In 
late April, a lawsuit was filed 
against the town by nonprofit 
Protect CEQA and local 
business owner Stefanie 

Olivieri, which we believe is 
motivated by interests tied to 

downtown Truckee. 
After thoughtful 
consideration of 
concerns expressed 
in the lawsuit, 
JMA Ventures has 
proposed what 
we believe to be a 
meaningful settle-
ment offer. 

One primary 
concern made known is that 
the Soaring Ranch develop-
ment would potentially 
pull business away from 
downtown. The settlement 
offer was designed to directly 
minimize this potential. The 
new proposal would sig-
nificantly reduce commercial 
and retail space at Soaring 
Ranch by approximately 50 
percent from the approved 
plan. We also believe that our 
historic downtown is the heart 
and soul of our community 
and want to help ensure 

its continued vibrancy and 
health, which is why we are 
proposing to reduce the allow-
able retail space at Soaring 
Ranch and replace it instead 
with much needed achievable 
housing. The new market-rate 
and inclusionary multi-family 
housing units are proposed 
at a density of 16 to 20 units 
per acre and will result in 
the construction of almost 
150 new rental housing units 
at the site with 15 percent 
of these units designated as 
inclusionary (deed restricted) 
housing.

Storefronts designated 
as “tourism retail,” which 
would compete directly with 
downtown shops, would not 
be allowed. Instead, retail use 
is proposed to focus primar-
ily on service companies 
such as banking, healthcare, 
real estate, cleaners, or 
pharmacies.  

Overall, this settlement offer 
effectively eliminates the 
argument that the size of the 
Soaring Ranch project creates 
a situation that detracts from 
our downtown area. 

The newly proposed plan also 
helps to reduce competition 
to other retail centers in town 
by cutting the size of the 
Soaring Ranch commercial 
space in half and limiting 
the type of commercial retail 
shops to more service-oriented 
versus tourism-focused. 
Soaring Ranch undeniably 
provides a more convenient 
and environmentally sound 
shopping alternative for south 
and east Truckee and nearby 
Placer County residents. It 
also increases the amount of 
desperately needed achievable 
housing on a major traffic 
corridor that provides access 
to downtown, Lake Tahoe, and 
area resorts. Finally, this newly 

proposed plan creates signifi-
cant new job opportunities that 
will be positioned within walk-
ing distance of both the new 
housing, transit connections, 
and pedestrian-use trails. We 
will be very surprised if those 
pursuing the litigation will 
continue, given the concessions 
being offered to address the 
concerns that have been raised, 
and to settle the lawsuit.

Editor’s Note: As of press time, 
there has been no response to 
this settlement offer.

~ Art Chapman is the founder of 
JMA Ventures, developer of the 
Soaring Ranch project. He is also 
a founder of the Tahoe Fund, 
serving as board chairman from 
2016 to 2018. He served on the 
California/Nevada Governor’s 
committee that consulted with 
TRPA on the new regional plan 
update. He resides in Truckee 
with his wife, Colleen.

Soaring Ranch Development Proposes  
Settlement Offer to Litigation

MY SHOT
By Art Chapman

See READERS p. 12
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My friends have asked why 
I decided to join a lawsuit 
challenging the Truckee Town 
Council decision to approve 
a Raley’s grocery store on the 
edge of town. The 
answer is simple. 
The council deci-
sion is about much 
more than where 
we buy groceries. 
The decision is 
about what we want 
our town to be and 
what our commu-
nity values are. 

I am troubled by the ramifica-
tions of the decision by the 
town council to approve the 
Soaring Ranch plan.

The town council should 
have required Soaring Ranch 
to build workforce housing 
concurrent with any com-
mercial development. 

Truckee faces a housing crisis. 
Young families are unable 
to live here. Lower-income 
residents are forced to move, 
and employers are unable to 
attract employees. This harms 
the entire town. Approving any 
amount of retail development 
at Soaring Ranch without 
requiring concurrent workforce 
housing to serve its employees 
simply makes no sense. Every 
other large development has 
been required to build work-
force housing at the same time 
as its other construction. This 
is true of the Railyard project. 
This is true of the Grocery 
Outlet project.

The promise of building work-
force housing in the future is 
not enough!

Unless Truckee incorporates 
solutions to its housing crisis 
in each of its planning deci-
sions, we will continue to drive 
working families out of our 
community. 

The Soaring Ranch project 
approval is inconsistent 
with our commitment to 
downtown.

Downtown is the heart of 
Truckee. Downtown is the 
asset that creates Truckee’s 
sense of authenticity, place, 
and community. Downtown 

is the driver of economic 
diversification, new business 
development, and increased 
visitation in the region. To 
expand and improve down-

town is to expand and 
improve opportunity 
in all of Truckee’s 
other districts and 
neighborhoods. We 
are all lifted by a 
vibrant downtown.

Over 20 years ago, 
Truckee confirmed 
our commitment to 
its downtown in our 

very first General Plan and 
Downtown Specific Plan. 
We reconfirmed it when we 
made the redevelopment of 
the Railyard the key strategy 
to assure that the downtown 
is the centerpiece of our 
community, both now and in 
the future. And we continue 
to reconfirm it every summer 
Thursday when we gather to 
celebrate community.

Truckee secured or commit-
ted more than $20 million in 
grant and public funding for 
the Railyard, and encouraged 
the Railyard owners to put 
another $20 million into 
infrastructure improvements 
to improve parking, circula-
tion, and pedestrian access, 
and to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. With the approval 
of Raley’s, Truckee risks failing 
to realize the full potential of 
the Railyard project. A grocery 
anchor tenant that generates 
consistent local visitation is 
critical to a vibrant downtown.

The case is simple. Multiple 
economic analyses, including 
Raley’s own analysis, shows 
that our community can only 
support one new full size 
grocery store in addition to 
Safeway and SaveMart. Yet 
after the Town approved the 
development permit for a 
full-size grocery store at the 
Railyard, it then approved 
Raley’s and Grocery Outlet. 
Because no updated analysis 
has been done of the impact 
of too many grocery stores 
on the Railyard or our other 
commercial centers, the 
planning commission and the 
council voted without the 
best available information. 

This denied the public and 
decision makers the ability to 
fully understand the effects 
of overbuilding on the entire 
community.

This is about our community 
values. Do we value housing 
for our working families? Do 
we value good public process 
with all of the information on 

the table? Do we value vibrant, 
walkable, low-emission com-
munities that reflect the future 
vision of our residents? Will we 
keep our commitment to the 
downtown and the Railyard?

I joined this lawsuit because 
Truckee deserves a second 
chance to have this discussion 
openly, fairly, fully informed,and 

without rancor or recrimination. 
We need a second chance to do 
the right thing. 

~ Stefanie Olivieri is a lifelong 
resident of Truckee, born in 
Tahoe City. She is the chair-
woman of the board at Cabona’s 
Inc., a 100-year-old family-
owned business in downtown 
Truckee.

Downtown is the Heart of Truckee
OPINION

MY SHOT
By Stefanie Olivieri

Students at Sierra Expeditionary Learning School (SELS) celebrated Better World Day on 
Friday, May 4, by spreading kindness to various locations throughout Truckee, including 
the Tahoe Forest Health System. Fourth and fifth graders walked through the Tahoe Forest 
Hospital Long Term Care Center and the Gene Upshaw Memorial Tahoe Forest Cancer Center 
delivering bright flowers, homemade treats, and handmade cards expressing thanks to staff, 
care providers, and physicians, and offering get-well cards to patients. The school joined more 
than 50,000 Expeditionary Learning Education students and teachers for Better World Day, a 
time to honor the power of students across the country to shape a more just future through 
their learning. Pictured are the SELS fourth and fifth graders, joined by their teacher Lynn 
Akers, Gene Upshaw Memorial Tahoe Forest Cancer Center Director Jim McKenna, Operations 
Manager Rebecca Zadig-Escalera, and Executive Director of Tahoe Forest Health System 
Foundation Martha Simon.

What’s Better Than a Child With a 
Big Smile and a Flower? 

OUT&

ABOUT
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OPINION

Long-time 
Tahoe/Truckee 
residents likely 
recall frequent 
and extended 
power outages; 
street closures 
— sometimes 
all roads in and 
out — for more 
than a week at a time; grocery 
stores running out of food; 
gas stations running out of 
fuel. Neighbors helped one 
another to dig out from snow 
storms and share generator 
power, fuel, and even food. 

The special districts and the 
Town of Truckee were formed 
because we know that, at 
times, we are isolated and 
need our own organizations 
to provide services. We 
recognized the need to be 
self-sufficient in providing 
road maintenance, snow 
removal, public safety, power, 
water, sewer, recreation, 

schools, hospital, 
airport services, and 
more.

Our local community 
thrives because of 
dedicated service 
in the public sector. 
Our success has been 
shaped by addressing 
our needs and those of 

our neighbors; knowing that 
we cannot always depend on 
forces outside our region to 
help us.

This year, on Nov. 6, there 
will be 38 seats up for elec-
tion from the special districts 
and Town offices in the 
Truckee/North Lake Tahoe 
region. The 38 individuals 
who win those spots will 
volunteer their time to serve 
the community and make it 
an even greater place to live 
and work. It is important to 
remember that these are your 
neighbors coming together to 
help neighbors. It might be 

time for you to consider being 
part of that service.

Surely, you think that you 
are too busy, or that it is 
too expensive to launch a 
campaign. I would argue that 
board members serving the 
community of the region will 
spend an average of 52.5 
hours in meetings annually 
(of course, additional time 
will be spent studying materi-
als and preparing). To put it 
in perspective, it’s estimated 
that on average you spend 
over 1,700 hours on your 
phone every year. 

The filing process for candi-
dates is relatively pain-free. 
There is no cost to file to run 
for these offices. To complete 
the forms required to run 
for special district office will 
likely take about 45 minutes. 
Drafting a Statement of 
Qualifications to be published 
in the voter’s guide may take 
a little time. Most special 

district candidates (especially 
if they run unopposed) will 
spend less than $1,000 
on their campaigns. To be 
eligible to run for Town of 
Truckee seats, candidates 
must live in Truckee and get 
signatures from a minimum 
of 20 registered voters who 
live within the Truckee town 
boundary. Council candidates 
raise and spend an average of 
$2,500 on their campaign. 

The Town of Truckee Clerk’s 
office issues nomina-
tion papers and accepts 
candidate filings for Town 
council offices, and, for over 
a decade, has assisted Nevada 
County with candidate filings 
for special district offices in 
the region. The candidate fil-
ing period begins July 16 and 
closes Aug. 10. If by Aug. 10 
an incumbent from a special 
district or the Town has not 
filed for the office, the filing 
period will be extended to 

Aug. 15 for everyone except 
the incumbents. 

It is important for all of us to 
do our part; to help ourselves 
and our neighbors by serving 
on one of the special district 
boards or the Town council. If 
you have already done so, we 
thank you for your service. If 
you have not, think about it. 
The Town of Truckee clerk’s 
office is here to help. Call, 
visit, or make an appointment 
to file your papers to run for 
office. I can be reached at 
jprice@townoftruckee.com or 
(530) 582-2924.

~ Judy Price, the Truckee town 
clerk, is a native Californian 
who moved to the Sierra 
Nevada in 1974. After a 
couple of other careers, Price 
found herself drawn to the pub-
lic sector, and in 2002 started 
her career in public service at 
the Town of Truckee.

The Importance of Throwing Your Hat 
into the Election Ring

MY SHOT
By Judy Price

We can give you piles of reasons why we’re getting rid of 
green bags. They won’t decompose for 100 years. They’re 
flimsy to fill. And it’s easy to run out of them. Please visit 
KeepTruckeeGreen.org to get your free, durable green 
container. It’ll be better for your backyard and ours. 

Make yard work wheel fun. thoughtful about everyone’s 
needs, not just their own.

~ Jennifer Gunning 
Gomez, via Facebook

Having smaller dogs, this to 
me feels like a safer option, 
even if it is a false sense of 
security a little bit. I get 
very nervous being out with 
my two small dogs on trails 
because, honestly, they are 
food up here!

~ Christina Spain Temple, 
via Facebook

They should build affordable 
housing.

~ Gerald Palmer, via 
Facebook

In response to Where There 
Is a Will, There Is a Way
Learn More About This 
Disabling Disorder
As the subject of last month’s 
Feel Good story, I want to 
thank all the volunteers at 
Achieve Tahoe for all they do 
for all their students, Kevin 
(Peeta’s Tahoe Buddy), 
Alan (the photographer 

READERS from p. 10

>>>
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SINCE 1985

Walk into most 
forests in the 
Sierra Nevada 
today and you 
have to carefully 
thread your way 
through dense 
clusters of large, 
medium, and small 
trees, interspersed 
with thick brush 
and woody debris. In some 
places trees are so close they 
are dying for lack of water or 
nutrients. Yet in the late 19th 
century, John Muir wrote of 
the inviting openness of the 
Sierra woods: “Trees of all spe-
cies stand more or less apart 
in groves or in small irregular 
groups enabling one to find 
a way nearly everywhere....” 
Under the trees, one could 
drive laden wagons or ride 
horses at breakneck speed. 

In the last four to five years 
we have been developing a 
plan for the Sawtooth Ridge 
south of Truckee and west 
of Martis Valley, which, in 
essence, would bring the 
forest back to Muir’s time — 
easier to navigate, but more 
importantly, healthy and resis-
tant to mega-wildfires. The 
project area, known as Big 
Jack East, is a priority for the 
forest service because due to 
our typical southwest winds, a 
wildfire there would be a real 
concern for our community. 
We know from conversations 
with our neighbors that the 
proposed project feels like a 
lot of change. We also know 
they want us to reduce the 

potential for large 
dramatic wildfires and 
to maintain the work 
over time. Thus, I want 
to explain the think-
ing behind this vital 
project.

We have learned from 
science that our forests 
need fire to maintain 

themselves (see p. 14). Before 
we settled the West, low 
intensity fires burned in these 
local woods about every 7 
to 15 years, clearing out the 
brush, pruning the lower limbs 
of the trees, killing trees that 
did not tolerate fire, and creat-
ing that inviting forest that 
Muir and others described. 
Today scientists think we have 
changed the interval between 
fires to several hundred years 
in some places. The result is a 
forest that is susceptible to the 
mega-fires that have ravaged 
the West.

Locally, we have been working 
closely with the scientists who 
specialize in forest ecology, 
fire science, and forest health. 
They have been studying 
the few remnant old growth 
forests that still exist, up and 
down the West Coast, to see 
why and how those forests still 
survive. 

Based on the research, the 
plan for Sawtooth Ridge is 
to replicate patterns seen 
in more natural forests, of 
clumps and gaps, and saving 
important individual trees 
that stand out in the forest. 
Because we are working right 

next to subdivisions, we will 
also create a “defense zone” 
— a place to make a stand 
from where firefighters can 
fight future fires safely and 
where they can protect the 
adjacent homes. As part of our 
plan, we are assuming that the 
residents who live adjacent to 
the forest will also be creating 
defensible space under the 
guidance of the Truckee Fire 
Protection District and Cal 
Fire. 

Our work on Sawtooth Ridge 
will reduce the natural fuels 
that are there now and remove 
fuels we create. Our tools 
include chipping or shredding 
as well as prescribed fire, 
emulating the low-intensity 
fires that used to happen 
here before settlers came. We 
plan on sending the chips to 
a co-generation plant like the 
one in Loyalton. To fund the 
work, we will use the value of 
the larger trees. We have also 
found partners who share our 
passion for this work and they 
are seeking grants to fund it. 

We know that this work will be 
disruptive and inconvenient. 
We hope to minimize the 
inconvenience as much as we 
can. We welcome your involve-
ment and participation.  

~ Joanne Roubique, district 
ranger for the Truckee Ranger 
District, Tahoe National 
Forest, since 1982, is a pas-
sionate advocate for the natural 
resources of the National Forests 
and for the public members who 
love and enjoy them.

Big Jack East Is About  
Restoring Forest Health and  
Fire Resiliency in the Sierra

OPINION

MY SHOT
By Joanne Roubique

of our portrait), and 
Operation Freedom 

Paws for all their work in the 
training of Peeta and myself.

As May was EDS Awareness 
month, I encourage readers to 
visit ehlers-danlos.com/what-
is-eds/ to learn more about 
this disabling disorder and 
many of the hidden symptoms. 
People with Ehlers Danlos 
are frequently misdiagnosed 
with other disorders, while 

many others may search for 
a diagnosis for decades. EDS 
symptoms may vary greatly, 
though many suffer from 
extreme joint pain, muscular 
spasms, migraines, excessive 
fatigue, and GI problems 
while also battling many of 
the secondary disorders that 
frequently accompany EDS.  

This month is Myasthenia 
Gravis awareness month. As 

with Ehlers Danlos, Myasthenia 
Gravis presents itself with 
varying symptoms. Some of 
the most common symptoms 
include severe muscular weak-
ness, chronic fatigue, drooping 
eyes, blurry and/or double vision 
and slurred speech. I invite 
readers to get informed online 
for further details. #MgStrong 
#ZebraWarrior

~ Deborah Vick, Morgan 
Hill, via letter

>>>
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Fighting Fire 
with Fire

Treating a Dangerous  
Fuel Buildup
The current problem is rooted in a 
dry, overgrown, and fuel-heavy forest 
system (see sidebar, p. 18), an issue 
that has led to bigger burns — the 
new technical term is “catastrophic 
megafires” — and even made it near 
impossible to acquire decent, if any, 
home insurance in the area (see The 
Great Insurance Pullout on moonshi-
neink.com). Since Jan. 1 of this year, 

fire teams across the state have already 
responded to over 1,677 wildfires. 

“A healthy forest is one that’s probably 
going to look to the average eye as 
having less trees, less understory, and 
more mature trees of large size,” said 
Joseph Flannery, public information 
officer for Tahoe National Forest. 
To hit this mark, the basic modern 
approach to fire mitigation involves 
thinning and disposal of fuels. Hand-

thinning and mechanical thinning 
removes smaller trees and underbrush 
to a place offsite or leaves them 
behind to be reintegrated into the 
forest. Debris left behind is sometimes 
burned in piles, a process that usually 
involves leaving the debris mounds out 
to dry for many months. Alternatively, 
left-behind debris is chopped or 
mulched by machine and scattered 
about the site — a process called 
mastication. 

“The problem with mastication is that 
you’re kind of trading one kind of fuel 
for another,” North says. The upside 
of mastication is that it eliminates 
what experts call “ladder fuels,” which 
create a graduated system of under-
story brush and limbs that encourage 
the fire to climb into the canopy and 
crown — this is how the big blazes get 
started. The downside is the wood-
chip-like waste left behind creates a 
dense fuel bed on the forest floor that 
can smolder and slowly “cook” the live 
trees. Fire mitigation needs to be a 
one-two process, says Flannery, that 
starts with thinning and mastication, 
then moves on to prescribed burns or 
fuel removal for biomass. 

More Money; More Staff
Here’s the rub: management areas 
are huge. Of the 110,000 acres that 
Truckee Ranger District manages, 
there are tens of thousands of acres 
within the district that the forest 
service has deemed as “at-risk” or 
susceptible to drought, insects, and 
fire. Of this, about 6,000 acres are 
currently being treated, but only about 
300 acres a year are being treated with 
prescribed burns.

“Under our current models right now 
the need for treating at-risk [areas] is 
greater than our capacity to provide 
treatment, so there’s a little bit of 
shortfall there,” Flannery said. “That 
is changing because we’re changing 
the models of how we do things. 
We’re much more reliant on outside 
funding.”

Flannery says that, in contrast with 
many forest service departments 
across the country, the Truckee 
district is less reliant on federal funds, 
and therefore less sensitive to “fire-
borrowing,” when funds are siphoned 
from other forest service budget sec-

STORY BY SAGE SAUERBREY

NEWS

Public agencies and their partners 
use every tool in the box to face 
the looming threat of fire
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“Forest fires happen because of decades of decisions that are made 
beforehand,” says forest ecologist Malcom North of a long line of 
mistakes in forest management stretching more than 100 years into 

the past. These unintentional blunders have compounded with climate 
change and natural forest processes throughout the years to create the 
most dangerous fire conditions in Tahoe’s human history, leaving us 
struggling to play catch-up.

The toolboxes possessed by public agencies to prevent wildfire are unique 
in that they include not just a bevy of modern treatment methods, but 
also extensive access to the most current data, state funding and grants, 
as well as interagency cooperation and some unusual creative partner-
ships. Will these new efforts be enough to keep up with the looming 
threat of a catastrophic wildfire in Tahoe? Moonshine Ink checked in with 
local fire experts to find out. 

CLOSE TO HOME: In 2016 a small fire of 
unknown origin erupted in the El Dorado 
National Forest less than a mile to the south 
of popular Emerald Bay, burning 176 acres 
before a combination of timely rain and fire-
fighting contained the blaze. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink
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tors for fire suppression (see The Tahoe 
Matchbox on moonshineink.com). 
Most of Truckee Ranger District’s fire 
mitigation funding comes from grant 
funds achieved through partnerships 
with state agencies like Cal Fire, 
the California Wildlife Conservation 
Board, Sierra Nevada Conservancy, 
and the National Forest Foundation, 
as well as some cap-and-trade funds. 

It’s not just funding that’s an issue, 
though. Staffing for fire mitigation 
becomes nearly impossible when the 
teams that usually perform this work 
during the fall are still out fighting 
fire. Flannery says the department 
had teams sent down to the Thomas 
Fire in Southern California around 
Christmas time last year. When it 
comes to how to approach the tens 
of thousands of acres of at-risk land 
with limited funds and staff, the forest 
service sometimes needs to implement 
a “best-bang-for-your-buck” approach 
to analyze where different methods of 
forest treatment can be used. 

Biomass: Two Birds at Once
There is another technique that is 
almost, if not as efficient, as pre-
scribed burning in reducing forest 
fuels. Biomass facilities burn dead 
waste material from forest thinning to 
create renewable energy, and are a key 
tool in fire mitigation. 

In 2007, Placer County created a 
strategic plan to address the benefits 
of biomass and to implement it within 
the county, but the effort to build 
a local facility has been slow going. 
A proposed facility at Cabin Creek 
above the Truckee River between 
Tahoe City and Truckee is at a stand-
still after years of negotiations with 

Liberty Utilities to buy energy from 
the facility, or possibly buy the whole 
facility outright. The negotiations 
came under the gun in January as a 
deadline for a Department of Energy 
grant to help funding approached, 
but because no agreements had been 
reached with Liberty, Placer County 
pulled out of negotiations. The project 
has been halted, but not forgotten.

While no big movement has been 
made toward finding a new partner, 
Jennifer Montgomery, Placer County 
District 5 Supervisor, is involved in 
discussions for options. “I think it’s 
critically important to recognize that 
we still have an approved project at 
Cabin Creek, and my full intention 
is to do everything I can to make 
sure it gets built, just with a different 
partner,” she said. 

Partnership options are out there. 
Shut down for about eight years, the 
Loyalton Biomass Facility resumed 
operations in April after American 
Renewable Power purchased the facil-
ity from Sierra Pacific Industries and 
completed a refurbishment. Truckee 
Ranger District Ranger Joanne 
Roubique says the district plans to 
send chips from a fire treatment 
project at Big Jack East near Sierra 
Meadows in Truckee to a co-genera-
tion plant like the one in Loyalton. 

“One thing we’ve definitely learned 
from years and years of fire suppres-
sion with probably the best wildland 
fire crews in the world, is no matter 
how good you are you can’t prevent 
the fire,” North said. “If you start 
taking tools away from your ability to 

NEWS

See FIRE p. 16

PRESCRIBED BURNS paired with thinning techniques are one of the most effective means of 
achieving a healthy forest. Photo courtesy U.S. Forest Service
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be able to reduce that fire effect, like 
prescribed burning and biomass use of 
these small mills, then it makes it that 
much harder to get stuff done.”

While biomass seems like a win-win, 
in reality bioenergy still doesn’t pencil 
well in the national energy market. 
According to Cal Fire, the revenues 
from operations do not fully cover the 
cost to collect and transport biomass 
to the facility.

It Takes a Village 
— Collaboration
One of the most important realities 
that the Truckee/Tahoe region is 
embracing, is that the forest service 
does not have the bandwidth nor the 
funds to tackle this issue alone. The 
added availability of state funds is a 
key factor. As Jeff Brown, director 
of the Sagehen Creek Field Station, 
said, “If we were dependent on federal 
dollars, we’re hosed.” But perhaps 
just as important is the conversation 
among partners that aren’t specifi-
cally fire related. Brown manages the 
9,000 acre Sagehen Experimental 
Forest 10 miles north of Truckee that 
was originally set up as a fish-based 
research station but became part of a 
large land area treatment project. As 

a result of that 
project, Brown 
says they ended 
up with “probably 
one of the best 
inventoried for-
ests in the United 
States.” Since 
then, funded by 
the University 
of California, 
Berkeley and 
with grants from 
Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy and 
National Forest 
Foundation, the 
station and its 
partners have 
utilized various 
forms of thinning 
treatment across the experimental 
forest site. They plan to do some 
prescribed burning in the future.

“What we did here [at Sagehen], 
this collaborative approach, is now 
being used … in the Tahoe West 
Project,” Brown said. The Tahoe West 
is a partnership of almost countless 
jurisdictions and agencies collaborat-
ing to treat about 80,556 acres from 
Emerald Bay to Squaw Valley. Brown 
says that many of the same partners 

are now also working on another 
project called the Tahoe Central Sierra 
Initiative that significantly scales up 
the scope of land being considered for 
treatment to include a large portion of 
the Northern Sierra Nevada surround-
ing Lake Tahoe. Brown says these 
projects won’t go into full effect for 
a few years, but that is a necessary 
timeline to ensure a smart approach 
to something that will be dictating 
the health of the forest for decades to 
come.

“What you don’t want to do is rush 
into it and screw it up,” Brown said. 

The cautious timeline doesn’t mean 
work hasn’t been done. In the Tahoe 
Basin, the Tahoe Fire and Fuels Team 
has treated more than 70,000 acres, 
thinning and reducing the amount of 
hazardous fuels in the forest, particu-
larly in the wildland/urban interface 
where forests and communities meet. 
The Team, a collaboration of about 18 
sponsors and partnering organizations, 
hopes to treat the remaining 50,000 
acres of wildland urban interface at 
Tahoe over the next 10 years. The 
process is never truly over, though — 

forests change and trees die, requiring 
what Flannery calls a “revolving door 
of fire treatment.”  

Private-Public 
Partnerships
The imperative to protect our region is 
shared by private companies in some 
cases. Cal Fire recently alleged that 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. (PG&E) 
was responsible for at least three of 
the many destructive fires that raged 
through California last year. The three 
blazes, which burned about 1,000 
acres and destroyed 60 structures, 
were all caused by trees falling on the 
company’s power lines. Cal Fire has 
claimed that PG&E failed to cut back 
the trees to a legal distance from the 
lines, and was in violation of state law. 
The case is still being processed. 

Local utility provider Liberty Utilities 
is in the process of addressing growth 
around its own power lines in order 
to avoid a similar situation. “Years of 
drought have left many of the trees 
in our service territory vulnerable to 
disease, particularly damage by the 
bark beetle,” said Eliot Jones, Liberty 
Utilities manager of vegetation control 
and regulatory compliance, in a state-
ment (see p. 22). 

Social Investment 
Far from a fire treatment agency, the 
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation 
has entered the ring as well, recogniz-
ing that fire treatment is not only 
necessary for the security of local 
residents, but also a potential economic 
boon. With a $15,000 nature grant 
matched by the Martis Fund, the com-
munity foundation hired Conservation 
Science Partners to put together an 
interactive mapping system resource 
for forest management. The primary 
targets of this service are private 
entities that manage large swaths of Thank you for your con�dence in me, Truckee!

FIRE from p. 15

See FIRE p. 19

THE BIG JACK EAST PROJECT HAS BEEN CRITICIZED for thinning too 
much space between trees and promoting brush growth, but Joseph 
Flannery says the project was planned based on “some of the most 
established scientific fire ecology, forest health research around.” He also 
mentioned that a brush fire is far easier to fight than a crowning fire. Blue 
lines mark trees selected for removal. Photo courtesy Astrid Baumgartner 



READ. DISCUSS. CONTRIBUTE. MOONSHINEINK.COM                    14 JUNE – 11 JULY 2018                    17

Food & Beverages
6:00-9:00pm

Outside Alcohol
& Pets Prohibited

NorthTahoeBusiness.org
530-546-9000

June 29
The Sextones

July 6
Silver

July 13
Coburn Station

July 20
GrooveSession

July 27
Zanzibar

August 3
Sang Matiz

August 17
Lumanation

August 24
Achilles Wheel

August 31
The Wrinkle
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150 Alpine Meadows Rd. | 530.562.7150 | tahoefoodhub.org

OPEN WEDS - FRI 12 - 7 PM

tastings | shop specials | music

Get to know the people who feed us
EVERY FRIDAY 1-5 PM

@ the Farm Shop

Sustainably grown produce
Locally made specialty products

Pasture-raised meat, dairy + eggs

A WEEKLY FARM STAND SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMS

NEWS

Decades of Bad 
Decisions —  
How we got here
When discovery of the 
Comstock Lode sparked a 
mining frenzy in the 1860s, 
Lake Tahoe’s forests made 
up the “green gold” that 
supplied the industry with 
timber for its infrastructure. 
The logging industry that 
boomed alongside silver 
laid the basin bare, and if 
you stand on one of Tahoe’s 
highest peaks and look out 

across the watershed now it’s 
unlikely you will see a single 
tree older than 130 years. 
According to Malcolm North, 
who works with the Forest 
Service Pacific Southwest 
Research Station to study 
forest ecology across the 
Sierra Nevada, only about 
five or six small patches of old 
growth forest still exist in the 
entirety of the Basin.

By the time conservancy 
efforts and natural 
succession began to heal 
the scars of the mining craze 
and reconstitute the forests 
around Tahoe/Truckee — 
not in their natural state but 
in groves far more dense 
than before — the age of 
fire suppression began.

“Starting in about the 1920s 
or ‘30s, the national agencies 
and particularly the forest 
service started actually 
getting pretty good at 
putting out fire,” North said. 
“They had a 10 a.m. policy, 
which meant if you saw 
smoke get started, the goal 
was to put out [the fire] by 10 
a.m. the next morning.” And 
so the forest grew thicker 
and fuels built up. Before the 
age of firefighting a mixed 
conifer forest would typically 
burn every 10 to 15 years, 
according to North. These 
regular burns almost never 
crowned, instead working 
through the underbrush to 
dispose of much of the dead 
waste.

Fast-forward to present day, 
and the region is coping 
with multiple years of 
serious drought leading to 
the worst tree mortality rates 
California has ever seen. 
According to a statement 
by TRPA executive director 
Joanne Marchetta, “the 
number of dead trees on 
national forest land at Tahoe 
has grown each year from 
35,000 in 2015 to 72,000 in 
2016 and 168,000 in 2017.” 
The bark beetle infestation 
that has followed has led 
to a magnitude of tree 
deaths that North says is 
unprecedented in the Sierra 
Nevada.

The result of all of this? The 
compound effect of regrowth 
after the logging boom, 
followed by aggressive fire 
suppression led to a very 
dense forest system in Tahoe. 
The exponential stockpiling 
of potential fuel increases the 
chance of a fire “crowning” 
or moving from the 
underbrush into the forest 
canopy — this is how the big 
ones get started. 

SUCCESSION: In April, a 
collaboration by the Tahoe 
Fund and US Forest Service led 
to a crew planting 15,000 new 
seedlings on 50 acres of the 
2016 Emerald Fire burn area. 
Due to excess forest waste fuel, 
some high severity fires burn 
so thoroughly that replanting 
is necessary to jumpstart 
growth. Photo by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink
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RENTALS • GEAR • APPAREL • EXPERT ADVICE

TahoeSportsHub.com  •  (530) 582-4510

Use code MOONSHINE10
for 10% OFF RENTALS 
for mountain bikes, 

e-bikes, family bikes, 
SUPs, and kayaks.

Let’s talk trash.

Yes, we mean that literally—we want to chat with you about your garbage. 
And it could be a great way to reduce your overhead. A new state law 
requires businesses to adopt better waste management practices. So, we’re 
here to give you recycling carts, plus educational materials and training for 
your staff at no cost. Schedule your free waste assessment by visiting 
KeepTruckeeGreen.org. We may help you save more than scraps. 

NEWS

land, and community founda-
tion executive director Stacy 
Caldwell said that they have 
already rolled the service out 
to all the local ski resorts 
as well as provided it to the 
forest service. 

Another part of the founda-
tion’s efforts simply involve 
outreach. Caldwell says that 
the near future will hold a 
fire-based outreach series, 
possibly this summer. She, 
as well as many at the forest 
service, are driven to educate 
the community about forest 
ecology so that efforts to treat 
it can be addressed quickly. 

“Sometimes we get in the 
way of ourselves if we’re 
not educating ourselves on 
these issues,” said Caldwell, 
speaking of some of the 
backlash against the Big Jack 
East fire mitigation project. 
“Now we’re taking it to the 
next level and educating our 
donors and the community 
about what’s happening. It’s a 
really important piece, so that 
we don’t stand in the way of 
those solutions.” 

As another fire season 
approaches in Tahoe, a season 
that grows wider at the 
shoulders each year, the time 
draws near to take stock of 
what the region is up against. 
The odds don’t currently 
seem to be in our favor, but 
the tools are there, and the 
men and women on the front 
lines remain optimistic.

“Our forest challenge is a 
huge one, but I think this 
one is solvable,” Brown said. 
“Once we get the public and 
the political will behind it I’m 
confident that we can fix this 
if we invest the energy, the 
thinking, and the resources 
to do it. So I see a light at the 
end of this tunnel.”  

FIRE from p. 16

“WHAT YOU DON’T 

WANT TO DO IS 

RUSH INTO IT AND 

SCREW IT UP.”
~ JEFF BROWN, DIRECTOR OF THE 
SAGEHEN CREEK FIELD STATION
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due to the Fanny 
Bridge project, Tahoe 
city’s traffic is pretty 
frustrating, but i’m 
wondering, what is the 
project’s goal, how is it 
funded, and what delays 
can i expect? 

The SR 
89/Fanny 
Bridge 
Project, 
which has 
been in the 
community 
plan since 1994, is important 
to Tahoe City and the region 
for numerous reasons. One, it 
aims to lessen vehicular emis-
sions by reducing the number 
of vehicles idling in traffic. 

Two, it will reduce sediment 
run-off from graded storm 
water treatment. We know from 
past studies that 70 percent of 
the pollutants impacting Lake 
Tahoe’s clarity come from the 

transportation system and 
developed area run-off. 

Overall, the project will foster 
economic development and 
community revitalization.

Residents and the millions of 
visitors who travel to Tahoe 
City can expect the following 

once the project is complete:

• Improved transit 
travel times and 
connectivity to 
the Tahoe City 
Transit Center 
and a reduction 

in traffic congestion, especially 
along the West Shore.

• Complete street enhance-
ments that include sidewalks, 
trail connectivity, street lights, 
and beautification elements. 

• “Old SR 89” (West Lake Blvd. 
from Fanny Bridge to the new 
roundabout near the Caltrans 
interchangeable message sign) 
will become a local road allow-

ing for temporary closures for 
street fairs and other festivals, 
farmers markets, etc. 

• Improved pedestrian and 
cyclist safety with new paved 
shared-use paths.

• Implementation of two 
safety routes from the West 
Shore — the new Truckee 
River Bridge and a rebuild of 
the 89-year-old Fanny Bridge 
with sidewalks and bike lanes 
on both sides.

The project’s main fund-
ing source is the Federal 
Lands Access Program. It 
also gets matching funds 
from Placer County and the 
State of California’s Active 
Transportation Program. 

Motorists can expect up to 
20-minute delays in the project 
area Monday through Friday. 
Shared-use paths for cyclists 
and pedestrians will remain 
open, however detours will be 
set. The project is scheduled 
for completion in October 
2018.

• Night work is con-
ducted Sunday through 
Thursday from 12 a.m. 
to noon.

• Day work is conducted 
Monday through Friday 
for road and drainage 
work, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Bridge work is con-
ducted Monday through 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

~ Carl Hasty, District Manager, 
Tahoe Transportation District

what is the story 
behind the old building 
foundation recently found 
on the railyard property?

The Truckee Railyard has 
been the site of a number of 
uses and activities over the 
past 150 years. The Railyard 
Master Plan and Project EIR 
anticipated that historical or 
unique archeological resources 
could be encountered with 
the implementation of the 
project. Workers only engage 
in soil-disturbing activities in 
sensitive portions of the Plan 

Area under the supervision 
of a qualified archeologist. 
Recently, a portion of the 
foundation for a roundhouse 
was encountered, exposed, 
surveyed, and evaluated by 
the project’s archaeologist.  
In accordance with project 
mitigation measures, the 
Railyard’s archaeological 
consultant, Broadbent, devel-
oped a data recovery strategy 
to address portions of the 
foundation that need to be 
removed before the project 
moves forward.  Where gran-
ite foundation stones from 
past historical uses have been 
found on the site, they have 
been collected and stockpiled 

for reuse in future project 
elements such as: landscaping; 
seating walls; incorporation 
in future buildings; art pieces; 
and historical interpretation.  

The Truckee Roundhouse 
was constructed in 1882, 
remained in operation through 
1939, and was demolished 
in the 1950s. The 1882 
Roundhouse was the third 
Roundhouse known to have 
existed in the Railyard, and 
was constructed of Rocklin 
granite with a 62-foot diam-
eter turntable at its center. 

The first roundhouse was built 
in 1869. It burned down due 
to its wooden construction, 
however the granite founda-
tions remained. The second 
roundhouse was built using 
the same foundations as the 
first, but as it was also primar-
ily wood, it also burned down. 
If the foundations of the 
earlier buildings are present, 
they most likely are located to 
the west of the 1882 round-
house near the modern Union 
Pacific Railroad tracks and 
extending north.

~ Jason Hansford, Truckee 
Development Associates, 
Truckee 

news

You Asked.
They Answered.

Behind Tahoe CiTy’s neverending orange Cone 
season; hisToriC Buildings aT The railyard 

eXPeCT delays: The westerly roundabout and new Truckee River Bridge east 
of the Caltrans Maintenance Yard are planned for completion in Tahoe City this 
fall. Photo courtesy Tahoe Transportation District

highly FlaMMaBle: The roundhouse, a 
22-stall circular enclosed engine house, was 
constructed of Rocklin granite after its two 
wooden predecessors burned down. Photo 
courtesy Broadbent

rePurPosed hisTory: When 
granite foundation stones from past 
historical uses have been found 
on the Railyard site, they have 
been collected and stockpiled for 
reuse in future project elements 
such as: landscaping; seating walls; 
incorporation in future buildings; art 
pieces; and historical interpretation. 
Photo by Cristobal Martinez
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475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA  |  530-584-2431
Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

NOW
SERVING

WINE!

Solo:  
A Star Wars Story

JUNE 14

Incredibles 2
JUNE 14 – JULY 5

Jurassic World: 
Fallen Kingdom

JULY TBD

Mission: Impossible  
– Fallout

JULY TBD

Custom Design
Local Artists
Unique Gifts
H a n d m a d e

Lorien Powers
Studio Jewelry

IN THE TRUCKEE HOTEL
10007 Bridge Street, Suite C, Truckee, CA 

LorienPowers.com | 530-563-8191
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We have the latest technology to
provide  exceptional care.
CEREC for computer-aided crowns
and veneers can be done in one visit!    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay Avenue • Carnelian Bay, CA 96140

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay AvAvA evev nue • Carnelian Bay,y,y CACAC  9614A 9614A 0

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

NO MORE IMPRESSIONS!
NO MORE TEMPORARIES!
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Full Service Parking  
Lot & Driveway 

Specialists
Commercial & 

Residential
FREE Estimates

Paving & Patching
Sealcoating

Crack Sealing 
Striping & Signage

Tennis Courts

CA Lic. #829462
NV Lic. #69490

Meet your future with confidence.
Take the first step toward peace of mind in retirement with our exclusive Confident Retirement® approach. 
We’ll help you understand how you can cover expenses, live the lifestyle you want, be prepared for the  
unexpected and leave a legacy. Call us today and learn how you can live more confidently today and tomorrow.

William Austin, CFP® BFA™ MSFP
Financial Advisor
william.austin@ampf.com
CA Insurance #OD20353

Jessica Abrams, CFP®MSFP
Financial Advisor
jessica.abrams@ampf.com 
CA Insurance #0H74390

AUSTIN & ABRAMS FINANCIAL PLANNING
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161
530.563.5250
ameripriseadvisors.com/team/austin-abrams-financial-planning

The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification 
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with flame design) in the U.S. Investment advisory products and services are made available through 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor. © 2017 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

, , ,
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2018 ELECTION

Contact Nina or Mayumi
sales@moonshineink.com
(530) 587-3607

ARE YOU RUNNING FOR OFFICE? OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS? 
Now is the time to reserve priority placement for your ads  
and lock in the best spots during the most important months.

Secure votes by connecting with your constituents early  
and often. Ask about our election ad specials!

news

The name “Jungle Primary” rang as 
true as ever this year for the June 

5 election. Here are the results as of 
the June edition press time, but keep 
in mind there are many mail-in and 
provisional ballots still coming in, so 
some results may change. 

California-Wide
Governor
Democrat Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
easily took the top spot in the 
Governor’s race, followed by John 
Cox, a Republican businessman. 
Cox was a relative newcomer and 
was able to edge out Newsom’s 
Democratic rival Antonio 
Villaraigosa for the second spot.

senaTor
Dianne Feinstein won 44 percent of 
the vote and will be competing for 
her sixth term against an unknown 
opponent in the November election. 
The second candidate in this race 
will either be Democrat Kevin De 
León, or Republican James Bradley.

lieuTenanT Governor
This race has not been called yet, 
but the top two front runners are 
Democrats Eleni Kounalakis and  
Ed Hernandez.

aTTorney General
Democratic incumbent Xavier 
Becerra will face Republican Steven 
Bailey in the general election. 

insurance coMMissioner
Steve Poizner, No Party Preference, 
will move on to face Democrat 
Ricardo Lara.

secreTary oF sTaTe
Democrat Alex Padilla and 
Republican Mark Meuser  
will face off in November.

superinTendenT  
oF puBlic insTrucTion
Tony Thurmond and Marshall Tuck 
will advance to the general election 
for this nonpartisan office. 

conTroller
Democrat Betty Yee and Republican 
Konstantinos Roditis move on to the 
general election.

Treasurer
Fiona Ma, Democrat, will face 
either Republicans Greg Conlon  
or Jack Guerrero.

Ballot Measures
ProPosiTion 68 — $4 billion  
water and parks bond: Yes.

ProPosiTion 69 — Isolates 
transportation revenues for 
transportation spending: Yes.

ProPosiTion 70 — Requires 
legislative supermajority to spend 
cap and trade system money: NO.

ProPosiTion 71 — Effective start 
date for ballot measures: Yes.

ProPosiTion 72 —  
Rainwater capture: Yes.

Nevada, Placer,  
El Dorado Counties
California’s 4th Congressional District 
— Democrat Jessica Morse will move 
on to face Republican incumbent Tom 

McClintock in the general election. 
Morse carried the second spot with 
20 percent of the vote compared to 
McClintock’s 52 percent.

State Board of Equalization District 
1 — Democrat Tom Hallinan, with 38 
percent of the vote, will be up against 
Republican Ted Gaines in November.

Nevada, Placer 
Counties
California Assembly District 1 — 
Republican Brian Dahle garnered 
64.5 percent of the vote and 
will face Democrat Caleen Sisk, 
who pulled 22.8 percent, in the 
November election.

leading CounTy CandidaTes

Nevada County
Clerk-reCorder   
Gregory Diaz, 70 percent

disTriCT aTTorney   
Cliff Newell, 52 percent 

sheriFF   
Shannan Moon, 35 percent

Placer County
CounTy Clerk-reCorder   
Ryan Ronco, 76 percent

CounTy suPervisor 1sT disTriCT  
Bonnie Gore, 62 percent

CounTy suPerior CourT oFFiCe 2 
Todd Irby, 59 percent

El Dorado County
CounTy audiTor   
Joe Harn, 53 percent

CounTy reCorder-Clerk 
Janelle Horne, 41 percent

Morse Moves on: Democrat Jessica Morse will move on to face Republican incumbent Tom 
McClintock in the general election. Morse carried the second spot with 20 percent of the vote 
compared to McClintock’s 52 percent. Photo courtesy Jessica Morse for Congress

By saGe sauerBrey     Moonshine Ink

Primary ElEction rEsults
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A community forum to provide timely, relevant information on a variety of topics and create a networking opportunity

GOOD MORNING

PRESENTED BY

O N L I N E  P R E - R E G I S T R A T I O N  A T  T R U C K E E . C O M

For more information, contact Truckee Chamber at 530-587-2757 or email info@truckee.com

SPONSORED BY

2nd TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7–8:30AM

Truckee Tahoe Airport  |  10356 Truckee Airport Road
Open to the public $12  |  Chamber Members $10

I N CLU DES CO NTI N ENTA L B R E A KFA ST

Your monthly forum for timely, thought-provoking conversation

Connect and engage with community leaders 

Programs, speakers and topics (as they are confirmed) 
can be found by visiting Truckee.com under “What’s Happening”

Two-way, informal listening sessions 
welcoming all Truckee residents and 

business leaders to interact with 
Council Members and the Town 
Manager. Please no politicking, 

keep it respectful and bring your 
best ideas, passionate interests, and 
toughest questions to an open and 

transparent dialogue.

Location:

Summer Series:
TALK OF THE TOWN

Come get to know a Town  
Council Member, Town Manager,  

and other key Town leaders

10412 DONNER PASS ROAD, TRUCKEE

Thu, June 28
Wed, July 25

Wed, August 29
4–5:30 p.m.

WILDERNESS
FIRST AID

Ever wonder what 
you would do if your dog 
was injured or became sick in the 
backcountry, where it isn’t always 
easy to get to a veterinarian? 
Whether you like to go for day 
hikes or for multi-day trips in the 
wilderness with your four-legged 
friend, our class will give you the 
tools you need to safely stabilize 
and perform first aid care for your 
canine adventure buddy.

EVENING CLASSES | 6—10 pm 
July 19

MORNING CLASSES | 8—12 am 
July 6, July 21, Oct. 27

COST | $90 per person 

www.t3-adventures.com/wfad

We hope to see you there!

for Dogs!

news

CounTy suPervisor, 4Th disTriCT  
Michael Ranalli, 50 percent

CounTy suPervisor, 5Th disTriCT  
Susan Novasel, 37 percent

CounTy Treasurer / 
TaX ColleCTor 
Karen Coleman, 56 percent

disTriCT aTTorney   
Vern Pierson, 57 percent

Measures a, e, and g — Yes

Yes on Prop 68
Passing by a 56 percent margin, a 
yes vote for Proposition 68 on June 
5 means a $4 billion bond measure 
for parks, water, and natural 
resources.

The bill authorizes an unprec-
edented amount of funding for 
watershed management, forest 
restoration, wildfire prevention, 
and other natural resource projects 
that are vital to the Sierra region. 
Approximately $142 million of Prop 
68’s funds will be allocated directly 
to the resource-rich rural areas of 
the Sierra and Cascade mountain 
ranges, and organizations working 
on behalf of rural California won’t 
have to compete with other areas of 
the state for that portion of funding. 

The funds allocated directly for this 
region will be split among three 
conservancies: $55 million to be 
used for general funding and forest 
health will be distributed to the 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy, $27 
million dedicated toward general 
funding will go to the California 
Tahoe Conservancy, and $60 million 
for Sierra-Cascade watershed health 
will go to the Wildlife Conservation 
Board. The three conservancies will 
then parse out Prop 68 money to 
grantees with projects that fit the 
definition of each bucket of funding.

Editor’s note: This excerpt on Prop 
68 appeared earlier in a longer 
Moonshine Ink online piece titled 
Prop 68: An Unprecedented 
Amount of Funding for Natural 
Resources in the Sierra Region.

What Now? Local 
Filing Deadlines
A few of the races listed above 
are finalized, and the names you’ll 
see on the ballot come November 
will remain the same; a few might 
change due to still incoming ballots. 
Some local races haven’t even begun 
yet, such as for the Truckee Town 

Council and various special district 
seats, and the filing deadlines are 
coming up soon.

Truckee  
Town Council
Beginning July 16 and ending 
August 10, any resident registered 
to vote within Town of Truckee 
boundaries can make an appoint-
ment to complete the paperwork 
for nomination to run for a Truckee 
Town Council seat. A valid candi-
date requires at least 20 signatures 
to run, and the election will take 
place on Nov. 8. Three Truckee 
Town Council members will be up 
for reelection in the November 
general election this year, including 
Morgan Goodwin, Carolyn Wallace 
Dee, and Patrick Flora, as their 
four-year terms will have expired, 
although Wallace Dee has stated 
that she does not intend to file for 
reelection. David Tirman and Jessica 
Abrams were elected in 2016. 

Special Districts
The filing deadline for board posi-
tions at the local special districts is 
the same as for the Truckee Town 
Council, from July 16 to August 10. 
Below are the districts with open-
ings, and number of seats available.

Tahoe TruCkee uniFied sChool 
disTriCT — 3 seats

TruCkee Tahoe airPorT disTriCT 
— 2 seats

Tahoe ForesT hosPiTal disTriCT 
— 3 seats

TruCkee Fire ProTeCTion 
disTriCT — 4 seats

donner suMMiT PuBliC uTiliTy 
disTriCT — 2 seats

sierra JoinT College disTriCT  
— 4 seats

TruCkee donner PuBliC uTiliTy 
disTriCT — 2 seats

TruCkee donner reCreaTion 
and Park disTriCT — 4 seats

TruCkee saniTary disTriCT  
— 3 seats

norTh Tahoe Fire ProTeCTion 
disTriCT — 2 seats

norTh Tahoe PuBliC uTiliTy 
disTriCT — 2 seats

Tahoe CiTy PuBliC uTiliTy 
disTriCT — 2 seats

squaw valley PuBliC serviCe 
disTriCT — 2 seats 
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news

A Village from Scratch
Co-housing projeCt planned for truCkee

When a system is 
put under pressure, 
it must evolve 
or falter. Such 
is the case with 
the local housing 
market. Thanks 
to an innovative 
community, current 
pressure has led 
to evolution. One 
concept gaining 
steam in Truckee 
involves a new way 
of living with your 
neighbors. Enter 
the Truckee River 
Village, a proposed 
co-housing center.

“The vibrant 
community life is 
really the draw at 
the end of the day,” 
project manager 
Jan Holan said of 
the development. 
The project 
currently plans for 
30 to 35 housing 
units to be built 
on West River Street at the current 
location of Unique Boutique. 

Co-housing is a relatively new idea; 
the term was coined in 1988. The 
loose criteria for co-housing is that 
it is co-developed, co-designed, 
and co-organized by the residents, 
has extensive common facilities 
that supplement and facilitate daily 
living, is designed to encourage 
community interactions, and is 
resident-managed (in this case in the 
form of a homeowners association). 
Co-housing is not to be confused 
with a commune, and there is no 
hierarchy in decision making and 
no existence of a sharing economy, 
according to information available 
on cohousingco.com. A primary 
goal of the project is to form a more 
sustainable community overall, 
using collective resources.

“I think the better way to describe 
co-housing is having all the privacy 
you want, but also having all the 
community you want very close at 
hand,” said Morgan Goodwin, a 
Town council member who is also an 
investor in the project. “We’ll be 35 
homes, but we’ll probably own two 
snowblowers.”

A distinctive trait to co-housing 
projects, and to this one, is that 
future residents are the primary 
investors in the project. A minimum 
investment of $10,000 is required 
to become a member of the LLC 
in charge of the project, but some 
have invested up to $500,000 — all 
of which is a down payment on a 
unit in the village after building 
completion. 

Holan said the group is in a 
purchase agreement with the 
landowner, CRB River Partners, and 

has raised about three-quarters of 
the funds needed to complete the 
sale. If all goes well, Holan says, 
there will be about a one-year time 
period between permitting and 
building. She estimates the project 
to be on a three-year timeline.

The development is not exclusively 
a co-housing venture, however, and 
other investors will be brought on to 
aid in other aspects of the project. 
In addition to the co-housing 
space, Holan says, there is also a 
plan to include commercial space 
with 25 to 35 achievable rental 
units, a wellness-oriented hotel and 
restaurant, and market rate condos. 
(The Town of Truckee recently 
modified its definition of achievable 
housing to include moderate and 
above moderate income earners who 
are still unable to afford housing 
in the region, in order to address 

the needs of a 
demographic that’s 
being called the 
“missing middle.”) 
Holan views all of 
these other uses 
as opportunities to 
add to the nearby 
benefits of the 
co-housing area as 
well as to connect 
to the greater 
community.

“All of these uses 
are designed, the 
intention is, to 
work together to 
create synergy,” 
Holan said. 
“More and more, 
co-housing is 
recognizing that 
it can be really 
integrated into a 
community and 
help create a 
village.” 

An integral part 
of the project is 
its location: just 
over eight acres on 
West River Street 
on the banks of 

the Truckee River. This area has 
long been marked as an industrial 
zone, but more than a decade ago 
the Town of Truckee recognized 
its potential as a community 
resource in its Downtown River 
Revitalization Strategy. The strategy 
was drafted in 2005 to promote 
redevelopment of that section of the 
river corridor, and proponents of the 
project say it fits perfectly with the 
Town’s visions. 

One of those includes better 
connecting the relatively isolated 
industrial area with the rest of 
Truckee and the natural resources 
nearby. Holan says the group 
is advocating for a couple of 
pedestrian bridges near the property 
that would create a walking loop 
connecting it with the popular 
Sawtooth Trail across the river. One 

Model living: A sketch by Truckee resident Swenja Ziegler, a cohousing member, shows what the development could look like. The members are 
still talking to architects, and this drawing is not a final design. Illustration by Swenja Ziegler

By saGe  
sauerBrey
Moonshine Ink



read. discuss. conTriBuTe. Moonshineink.coM                    14 June – 11 July 2018                    25

news

riverFronT indusTrial: At the current location for Unique Boutique and a couple of auto shops, 
a group hopes to build a co-housing village with 30 to 35 homes and shared community resources. 
Photo by Nathan Reidel

of the bridges is already a part of the 
Truckee River Legacy Trail Phase 
4 plan, and Jessica Thompson, 
a senior engineer at the Town of 
Truckee, says the Town is currently 
in the process of applying for grants 
for construction of this part of the 
trail. 

“Planting that seed on West River 
is huge,” Goodwin said. “We have 
a revitalization plan [for the West 
River area that] the community 
worked on in 2005 that calls for 
exactly the kind of thing we’re 
proposing; but that was written in 
2005, and nothing, almost nothing, 
has happened with it.” 
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Run, Jump & Sip your way through the Village at Northstar
during the 12th annual Beerfest & Bluegrass Festival

BEERFEST &
BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
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Truckee
(530) 536-6116

truckeefamilyeyecare.com

Employs 5 people

Eye Exams and Fabulous Glasses

Tahoe City
(530) 583-5700
wolfdales.com

Employs 30 people

Truckee
(530) 548-5112

RoundwoodFurniture.com

Employs 8 people

Creating bespoke fine art furniture

Truckee
(530) 582-7461

jdhoss.com

Employs 7 people

Truckee
(510) 883-4172

SierraSymmetry.com

Employs 5 people

Align Yourself for the Outdoors

Truckee
(530) 582-9991

TheRiceTeam.com

Employs 7 people

Truckee
(530) 536-5006

11486 Donner Pass Rd.

Employs 5 people

spreading the stoke in Tahoe

Tahoe City
(530) 581-4263
Boatworks Mall

Employs 7 people

7.775” x 8.06”

8 Businesses | 74 Jobs
There are 8 local businesses included on this page, which employ 74 people.  

imagine the impact of losing any one of them!

if just half of our readership spent $10 at each of the businesses on this page  
every three months, their investment would generate $1 million for the local economy.

$10 Every Three 
Months = $1 Million to  

Local Businesses

local spending multiplies: each dollar you spend at an independent business 
returns an average of three times more money to our community than  

spending it at a chain, in reno, or online — a benefit we all can bank on. 

3x More MoneyChain Retailers

13.6%

Independents

48%

~ Source: American Independent Business Alliance

 Come in! We’re loCal

read. discuss. conTriBuTe. Moonshineink.coM                    14 June – 11 July 2018                    27



28                    14 June – 11 July 2018                    Moonshineink.coM Tahoe/Truckee independenT newspaper

news

28                    14 June – 11 July 2018                    Moonshineink.coM Tahoe/Truckee independenT newspaper

UrsUs Horribilis
When grizzlies like Tahoe’s resident “Ol’ Brin” 

once stalked the Sierra Nevada

With mild weather finally 
upon us, I’ve seen lots of 
signs of the large, four-
limbed, furry residents of 
the North Shore. Our only 
native California bear these 
days, a member of the 
species called the black bear, 
is busily out and about.

This species name “black 
bear” confuses some people 
who don’t see him 
as often as we do. 
A black bear can 
be, and often is, 
cinnamon-colored, 
brown, black 
or any of the 
above with blond 
highlights. There’s 
another bear 
species, though, 
called the brown 
bear, or grizzly 
– an aggressive 
meat-eater who 
was driven from 
California decades 
ago, but still 
lingers in local 
lore. 

Before the 
19th century 
Gold Rush, the 
California grizzly, 
a brown bear 
also known as 
ursus horribilis, 
or terrible 
bear, numbered 
around 10,000 in 
population. The 
grizzly often had 
silver or blond 
tips on its fur as well as 
massive paws, and claws 
that grow up to five inches 
long. It is depicted on our 
California flag. Before we 
were the Golden State, we 

were the Bear Republic 
due to the large number 
that lived here.

A Truckee Republican 
newspaper article of 1872 
gave much print to a 
terrifying bear that became 
legendary here. “Ol’ Brin,” 
as he was known, was a 
huge grizzly named for his 
brindle coat. According 
to lore, this bear roamed 
the eastern Sierra Nevada 

killing sheep, cattle, and 
horses. Legend says he 
maimed and possibly killed 
men. A trapper succeeded 
in catching him in a fifty-

pound steel-jawed 
trap, but the 
bear simply tore 
it apart, losing 
two toes in the 
process. 

In the article, a local hunter 
spoke of an effort to gather 
hunters to chase down Ol’ 
Brin, saying, “I don’t know 
why you’d go after him.  
I hope to never see him 
again.”  

Meanwhile, 
stories of other 
bear encounters 
around the west 
enhanced Ol’ 
Brin’s reputation. 

In November 
of 1872, John 
McKinney and 
Lew Huntington 
were hunting 
with their dogs 
near Tahoe City 
when they took 
a shot at a bear 
that happened 
by. They fired 
twelve times with 
buckshot and a 
rifle. The bear 
did not run as 
expected, but 
charged, and was 
within twenty 
feet of the men 
when the dogs 
tackled it, giving 
Huntington 
time to fatally 
shoot it in the 
head. Sadly, one 
of his dogs was 

killed by the same shot. 
The grizzly weighed more 
than 700 pounds. “The dogs 
saved us from its clutches,” 
said McKinney. The bear, 
however, was not Ol’ Brin.

A story in the October 1872 
Pioche Record describes 
local loggers near what is 
now Boca Reservoir who 
were chased off by three 
grizzlies while logging. They 
returned the next day with a 
“bear gun.” After they fired 
the gun, all three bears were 
dead, two of the men were 
injured, and a brush fire 
started that burned for days. 
Apparently that bear wasn’t 
Ol’ Brin either.

The Republican of 1873 
reported that Ol’ Brin took 
up residence at Webber 
Lake, (now recently 
opened to the public by 
the Truckee-Donner Land 
Trust). “Hundreds of shots 
have been fired at him, with 
no apparent result except 
to arouse his ferocity and 
endanger the lives of those 
who fired upon him. Ol’ 
Brin never yields the road, 
nor runs from anything 
the shape of the human 
species,” The Republican 
reported. 

Eventually, some hunters 
in Carnelian Bay put 
together a hunting party 
to find and kill Ol’ Brin. 
Though they looked for him 
for four days, one quote 
says they were too busy 
drinking liquid courage to 
ever find him. Others say 
they never even intended to 
run into the old silverback, 
“You might get scalped-or 
worse.”

Though the grizzly lives on 
in other Western states and 
Canada, the last California 
grizzly was reportedly killed 
in 1924. Grizzly bears 
were wiped out in Oregon, 
Nevada, and Mexico 
around the same time. Now, 
almost every legislative 
session includes an effort to 
reintroduce the grizzly to 
California. 

One of my wife’s favorite 
bear stories takes place late 
one night. I had forgotten 
to bring the trashcan in. 
I threw my robe on and 
trudged out to the driveway. 
As I sleepily rounded the 
corner to the garage, a 
large black bear and I both 
jumped straight into the 
air and shot like bullets in 
opposite directions. I ran 
into the house, where my 
wife leaned against the 
doorway, laughing so hard 
she could not breathe. The 
bear fled across the road 
into the woods. I now pay 
much closer attention when 
I go out at night, as much to 
avoid my wife’s teasing as to 
avoid the bears.

Though I wish our 
forefathers had not killed 
them all, consider how 
much different a camping 
trip or a walk out to the 
trash can at night might be 
if Ol’ Brin still ruled the 
Sierra. 

By paT dillon                  
Moonshine Ink

In the Past

aMaTuers: Though the grizzly was eventually driven out of 
California, many early attempts to hunt and pursue the massive 
animal were shortsighted and sometimes ended poorly. Photo 
courtesy Library of Congress via Wikimedia Commons
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H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  T R U C K E E
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530 -587- 4 4 4 6  |   w h i te b u f fa l ot r u c ke e.co m

UNO DE 50
TRUNK SHOW!

July 21st 1–7 p.m. 
In-store show unveils a 

variety of new collections. 
Join us for a day of food, 

fun and raffle prizes!

Join anytime, year-round.

(530) 292-3776 
MountainBountyFarm.com

Veggies 
$21-30/week

Fruits 
$15-20/week

Flowers 
$20-21/week

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

Weekly CSA Boxes
locally grown organic convenient

ELEVATE 
YOUR 
GAME

LEARN MORE OR BOOK A TEE TIME AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/GOLF

18-HOLE, PAR-72 CHAMPIONSHIP 
COURSE
HIGHEST ELEVATION COURSE IN  
TRUCKEE-TAHOE
THE FINEST GREENS IN THE REGION

SHORT-GAME PRACTICE AREA + 
DRIVING RANGE

GOLFERS HAPPY HOUR + 
AWARD-WINNING FOOD AND  
BEVERAGE OPTIONS

TAHOE DONNER GOLF COURSE FEATURES
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1 community center opens
inCline village
Washoe County officially opened its 
doors May 18 to the new Incline Village 
Community Center. Targeted toward 
seniors in need, the social spaces in the 
center will host senior and community 
activities in Incline Village, removing 
isolation and service access barriers that 
directly affect quality of life for those 
populations. The center is in the space 
of the old Incline Village Library, though 
seniors will still have access to the new library located next door. 
Info: washoecounty.us/seniorsrv/incline_community_center/index.php

2 citizens debate Future legality of Brothels
lyon CounTy
The board of county commissioners is having a meeting to 
“provide staff with direction to develop an advisory question 
for the 2018 general election asking the voters to determine 
whether or not Title 5 Chapter 3 should be rescinded in order to 
end legalized prostitution in Lyon County.” This initiative is being 
pushed by NoLittleGirl.org which is paid for and operated by the 
ETAP PAC, or End Trafficking and Prostitution PAC. In Nye County 
on April 17 a referendum was filed with the county clerk by citizens 
wishing to repeal the county ordinance, which allows for legal 
brothels to operate within the county borders.

3 Tahoe keys Testing new Technology  
to combat spread of weeds
souTh lake Tahoe
As part of ongoing efforts to control aquatic invasive plants, the 
Tahoe Keys Property Owners Association, working with the League 
to Save Lake Tahoe, is testing out new technology never used 
before in Lake Tahoe. Called a bubble curtain, the device installed 
on May 12 creates a barrier of bubbles in the water column across 
the west channel between the Tahoe Keys lagoons and Lake 
Tahoe. While used in other locations around the world (including 
places with currents, tides, and swells) to prevent debris from 
moving through an area, this is the first time this technology has 
been used to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive plants. The 
association has also purchased 
two Sea Bins — autonomous 
devices designed in Australia 
to collect debris in the water 
— that will be placed on either 
end of the bubble curtain to 
capture and remove fragments 
as they are corralled. Info: 
keysweedsmanagement.org

4 Beacon parking lot to 
Be Temporarily relocated
TruCkee
The two-hour public parking 
lot commonly referred to as the 
Beacon Lot located on Donner 
Pass Road in downtown Truckee, 
behind the Beacon gas station, 
will be closed for construction-
related activities. Two temporary 
parking lots are being constructed 
to replace those parking spaces. 
One is located directly adjacent 
to the Beacon Lot in a northeast 
direction. The second is located 
approximately 200 yards east of 
it. These two temporary lots will 
still be for two-hour maximum 
parking, but will also be available 
for employee parking all day with 
the appropriate employee parking 
pass, and as overnight parking 
areas.

5 harmful algal Bloom season Begins
CaliFornia
With the summer season nearing and recreational activities 
about to ramp up on the state’s lakes, rivers, and streams, the 
State Water Board is reminding the public to be aware of harmful 
algal blooms. These blooms can produce toxins, and taste and 
odor compounds that pose health risks to humans and animals. 
Dogs are particulary at risk because of the amount of water they 
swallow while swimming. While visiting your local lake or river, 
be aware that toxins can be present even though a bloom is not 
visible. Heed all advisory signs posted near water bodies. Harmful 
algae blooms can be a variety of colors such as green, white, 
red, or brown, and may look like thick paint floating on the water. 
Cyanobacteria blooms have a grainy, sawdust-like appearance of 
individual colonies. Info: mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/

6 liberty utilities address Tree Mortality
norTh lake Tahoe
With an increase in the number of dead and dying trees in 
the Lake Tahoe region, Liberty Utilities has tripled the number 
of inspectors identifying trees that pose a risk to the utility’s 
infrastructure. The inspection program and subsequent removal of 
hazardous trees are designed to reduce the risk of power outages 
and potential wildfires, and to comply with state regulations. 
Liberty Utilities hires qualified tree inspectors who are currently 
working along the 57-mile length of the utility’s power line that 
serves the Tahoe City area. 

7 placer county  
urges hantavirus precautions 
after recent death
lake Tahoe
Health officials have confirmed that a 
Placer County resident who recently 
died tested positive for hantavirus. The 
resident likely contracted the virus from 
rodents in a private residence in the 
Lake Tahoe region where the resident 
lived and worked. 

To minimize the risk of hantavirus 
infection, follow these simple 
measures:
•  Avoid contact with all wild rodents, 

their droppings, and their nesting 
materials.

•  Before entering an enclosed area 
that may be infested with rodents, 
allow it to air out for at least 30 
minutes.

•  Do not dry sweep or vacuum 
areas that rodents have potentially 
contaminated.

•  Surfaces that rodents may have 
contaminated with urine or drop-
pings should be made wet with a 10 
percent bleach solution or a com-
mercial disinfectant following label 
directions before mopping up.

•   Promptly dispose of all cleaning 
materials when done, and thoroughly 
wash hands and clothes.

whitelaw to  
retire from nTpud
norTh lake Tahoe
Duane Whitelaw is retiring 
as general manager of North 
Tahoe Public Utility District 
on June 15, following three 
decades serving the community 
in multiple positions, including 
park and recreation director at 
NTPUD and fire chief for North 
Tahoe Fire Protection District.  
In over 30 years Whitelaw 
secured millions of dollars in 
grants for local projects and 
purchase of land — boat ramps, 
beaches, bike trails, parks, 
playgrounds, and fire stations.

alison lehman named 
next ceo of county
nevada CounTy
Alison Lehman, currently 
Nevada County’s Assistant 
County Executive Officer, was 
named as Rick Haffey’s succes-
sor for County Executive Officer 
of Nevada County on May 10. 
With a B.A. in Political Science 
from the University of California, 
Berkley, and a Masters of Public 
Administration from California 
State University, Northridge, 
Alison Lehman has more than 
20 years of experience in 
government and community 
nonprofit settings.

phebe Bell named 
nevada county director 
of Behavioral health
nevada CounTy
Former county CEO Rick Haffney 
named Phebe Bell as the new 
director of behavioral health 
on May 18. Since December of 
2017, Bell has been serving as 
interim director of behavioral 
health providing oversight for a 
multi-million dollar budget with 
a staff of over 30 people, while 
leading the department through 
a transition period. 

liz Bowling Joins north 
lake Tahoe resort 
association
norTh lake Tahoe
Liz Bowling recently joined 
the North Lake Tahoe Resort 
Association I Chamber of 
Commerce I CVB in the newly 
created position of direc-
tor of communications and 
membership. Bowling has been 
championing North Lake Tahoe 
businesses for the past five 
years, working to promote the 
destination on a national level 
through marketing campaigns 
and public relations tactics.

MovinG in, 
MovinG up, 
MovinG on

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press 
releases. Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.news BrieFs

Fire haZards: Three dead sugar pines that were 150 feet tall in the 
vicinity of Heights Lane and The Drive in Tahoe City are removed due 
to the hazard of the trees falling on lines and starting fires.

green goo: The green algae and duckweed (center and right) are not harmful, but make sure to stay 
away from the Cyanobacteria in the left photo. Courtesy photos

5

6
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FULL SERVICE TREE CARE
& DEFENSIBLE SPACE

530.320.8061
www.halltreecompany.com

Quality Service  
from Your Local  
ISA Certified Arborist

 Tree Removal
 Tree Trimming
 Defensible Space
 Prompt Service
  Fully Licensed  
& Insured
CCL #924032
ISA #WE-8756A

It’s time to bag your bag.

Yup, you won’t have to put plastic blue bags on your shopping 
list anymore. Since they won’t decompose for 100 years, we 
hope you’ll ditch ‘em. Now, we have something much better for 
you and the environment. Please visit KeepTruckeeGreen.org 
to reserve your free, reusable blue container. Because your 
trash doesn’t have to be such a waste.

Thank you for a successful year!

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Sustainable Community Advocates
Vail Resorts EchoPromise

Kiwanis Club of North Lake Tahoe
Soroptimist International of Truckee Donner

Rotary Club of Tahoe City

SPONSORS

Rotary Club of Truckee

HOST LOCATIONS

Tahoe City Public Utility District  ·  Truckee Tahoe Airport
North Tahoe Event Center  ·  Sierra Nevada College

Town of Truckee

Photo credit: NLTRA

news
•  Examine the outside of all buildings and seal any 

holes or other areas that would let rodents get 
inside.

•  Store all food items securely in rodent-proof 
containers.

More info: cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/
Pages/HantavirusPulmonarySyndrome.aspx

8 Martis west decision appealed
PlaCer CounTy
Although Placer County Superior Court issued 
a ruling in March to rescind approval of Martis 
Valley West due to its failure to address wildfire 
evacuation concerns, League to Save Lake Tahoe, 
Mountain Area Preservation, and Sierra Watch 
have appealed the decision with California’s 
Third District Court of Appeals stating that the 
ruling did not address their other concerns about 
the project. First and foremost of their concerns 
are impacts the project would have on the Lake 
Tahoe Basin. The three conservation organizations 
filing the appeal seek to ensure the project’s 
environmental threats are addressed and that 
a precedent is set that Lake Tahoe is to remain 
protected.
 

9 Town considers Taking  
over library operation
TruCkee
In 2010, Friends of the Truckee Library hired a 
consulting firm to explore alternative funding 
sources and governance of the Truckee Library. 
At the time the Town decided that it was not the 
right time to explore this option, but in 2017 the 
Town conducted a Library Management Feasibility 
Study. The library is currently run by Nevada 

County, and the options explored in the study 
include the Town fully taking over operation, a 
collaborative effort, and the county remaining 
in control. Results of the feasibility study can be 
found on the Town’s May 8 agenda. The Town 
Council voted on what path to take during its June 
12 meeting, as this edition of Moonshine Ink was 
going to press.

10 squaw proposes  
Transportation Micro-district 
olyMPiC valley
Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows is in progress of an 
application to form a Tourist Based Improvement 
District (TBID) that would fund its proposed micro 
mass transit service.

Squaw has submitted a draft management plan 
for the service and is now working on securing 
signatures from the lodging providers and the 
ski resort, who would fall under its jurisdiction, 
requiring approval by at least 50 percent of those 
providers (based on share of total funds that 
would be collected, not one vote per entity) plus 
one to proceed with their application.
Placer County will review Squaw Alpine’s petition 
for accuracy and then bring forward what’s called 
a “resolution of intention” to form the district to 
our Board of Supervisors. The County says that will 
happen in July, likely at the board meeting on July 
10. Formation of a district like this requires three 
public hearings, of which the July 10 meeting 
would be the first. The second would likely be 
at the board’s meeting in Tahoe July 23 and 24. 
And the board would be asked to approve the 
district in August. If they do, the TBID could begin 
collecting the assessment right away, and the new 
service could start as soon as this winter season.
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The Business Side of

Shopping Local
It is clear that we are no longer 
living in the heyday of the mom-
and-pop shop, and rather are deep 
in the digital age. Why go away from 
home to shop when you can have 
groceries delivered to your door? It 
may sound cynical, but it’s the battle 
waged daily by the Tahoe businesses 
that provide the everyday items 
locals need, like home goods or 
produce. Here local business owners 
explain how they compete for your 
dollars, and why convenience and 
lowest cost don’t always equal the 
best buy.

The Community Connection
For many local business owners, it’s 
all about that personal connection 
that is unique to a mom-and-pop 
shop. That’s what they say sets a 
local business apart from 
the big chains, and is a large 
reason why customers keep 
coming back.

Gary Romano, owner of 
Sierra Valley Farms in 
Beckwourth — just north of 
Sierraville — faces an uphill 
battle each day. The Sierra is 
not a very hospitable growing 
area, he says; the 5,000-foot 
elevation brings cool and 
rapidly changing temperatures 
and a soil that can only 
nurture certain crops. But he 
can pick a batch of carrots 
in the morning and get them 
to a Truckee restaurant by 
noon, he says, which is about 
as local as it gets, and he has 
a loyal following among the 
produce buyers across North 
Lake Tahoe.

Plumas Bank has been in 
Truckee since 2001 — the 
company got its start in 1980 
in Quincy — and its branches 
only exist in Northern 

California and Nevada. Since 
Plumas is a local bank, its patrons’ 
money stays in the community 
through local lending and 
donations to community causes.

“We’re fortunate that we live 
in a community that values 
that personal connection,” says 
Elizabeth Wainscot, business 
relations officer. “We’re going to 
take the time to know you, and 
what it takes to do business here. 
We’re living in this community 
and understand the struggles that 
businesses and consumers have.”

Mountain Hardware and 
Sports President Doug Wright 
estimates that his company 
donated upwards of $100,000 to 
the Tahoe community in 2017, 
which he says is possible through 
the store’s unique employee-owned 

structure. Customers value the 
tangible appreciation the store 
has for its employees and its 

community, and it shows in 
the knowledge, attitude, and 
tenure of its workers. Wright 
says most of Mountain 
Hardware’s 30 employees 
have been with the company 
for at least 10 years.

At New Moon Natural 
Foods, owner Billy Griffin 
says that it’s a personal 
touch that brings customers 
through his doors. His 
staff is educated to deal 
with customers’ unique 
circumstances, needs, or 
desires — for example 
organic, whole foods for 
people with food allergies.

“We don’t treat customers 
like a monolith, we treat 
them individually,” Griffin 
says. “We focus on the 
customers themselves, we get 
to know their names, their 
families. We’re all a part of 
the community; you don’t get 
that when you shop at a large 
corporation.”

When it Comes to 
Convenience and Cost ... 
It’s Complicated
With the rise of big box stores and 
online shopping, the convenience 
factor has become a huge thorn in 
the side of Tahoe’s small businesses. 
Coupled with lower costs, the 
big box stores and websites offer 
incentives that local businesses can’t 
compete with.

“Everything is with apps now,” 
Romano says. “Now with Amazon 
and Blue Apron and home delivery, 
people are going more toward 
convenience versus quality. My sales 
for restaurants were twice as much 
seven to eight years ago.”

Romano says that most chefs 
choose not to deal with small farms, 
instead opting to stick with a large 
distributor. The product may be 
more generic, he says, but they 
know that their orders will always be 
filled. At the end of May, Romano 
says he had fallen two weeks behind, 
because of a cold snap. He had 
to skip the Tahoe farmer’s market 
circuit that week. It was a stark 
contrast from the beginning of the 

By alexandra spychalsky
Moonshine Ink

H o w  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  c o m p e t e  i n  t H e  a g e  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e

Billy griFFin 
says his staff 
is educated 
to deal with 
customers’ 
unique 
circumstances, 
needs, or 
desires — for 
example 
organic, whole 
foods for 
people with 
food allergies. 
Photo by 
Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink

doug wrighT says most of Mountain Hardware’s 30 employees 
have been with the company for at least 10 years, which for Truckee is 
unusual. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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month, when he found 
himself two weeks 
ahead of schedule due 
to the stretch of warm 
temperatures in the 
Sierra.

Griffin says he knows 
New Moon trends 
pricier than Safeway, 
but he tries to be as 
economical as possible 
for the benefit of 
the average Truckee 
resident. However, he 
won’t carry a subpar 
product just because 
it would be more 
cost-effective. 

 “We really try to give 
people bang for their 
buck,” Griffin says. 
“People walk in and 
find local lettuce, and 
say ‘Wow! That’s kind 
of expensive,’ but 
have you tasted it? 
You get what you pay 
for.”

Griffin, like Romano, 
says that online 
shopping is creating 
a cultural shift that works against 
smaller businesses. Even Whole 
Foods in Reno has begun a delivery 
service, says Griffin, which targets 
his clientele specifically.

“Shopping online is a challenge,” 
Griffin says. “It’s easy, and the more 
people do it, the more they get used 
to it, the more they trust it. And the 
more they get used to downsides 
and just gloss over them.”

Doug Wright agrees that in addition 
to the large home improvement 
stores in Reno, ecommerce is where 
he feels the competition.

“There’s always going to be people 
who might use the brick and mortar 
to test-drive stuff, to try on shoes, 
and then go home and order online,” 
Wright says. “It may save them a few 
dollars, but it doesn’t do anything 
for the community they live in.”

Banking is not something that 
people often think about changing, 
Wainscoat at Plumas says, so to 
bring in new customers, they have 
to make an effort to educate the 
community on what makes Plumas 
different, and why it’s worth the 
hassle to switch. National bank 

chains are also much more risk 
tolerant, says Shelly Wright, branch 
manager of Plumas’ Truckee branch. 
This translates to the 
consumer in the terms of 
the loans they can offer. 
But what those banks 
offer in rates, they lack in 
customization.

Drawing in  
the Customer
In some ways, consumers 
have wisened up over 
the past decade and 
have seemed to pay 
more attention to where 
they put their money. 
Wainscoat says that the 
2008 recession was a 
“catalyst” for people 
being more discerning 
about with whom they do 
business. “They realized 
they had power and 
a voice in where their 
money was being spent,” 
she says. And Plumas is 
a go-to for many local businesses in 
Truckee, because of the unique skill 
set its staff has developed over its 
many years in business here.

“Our communities are 
entrepreneur-driven,” 
Wainscoat says. “There are a 
lot of people that, when they 
started their businesses, 
came across obstacles they 
didn’t expect. With our 
experience, we help them 
with the knowledge we 
learned from other clients.”

But for Romano, he actually 
sees people moving in the 
opposite direction, away 
from small farms and toward 
delivery meal kits and 
buying organic produce from 
Costco.

He says that when you 
taste his produce, you 
can immediately tell the 
difference — Romano calls 
the flavor of his arugula 
“off the charts,” and his 
produce lasts longer than 
store-bought, since less time 
transpired from the farm to 
the fridge. But the problem 
is getting people to care 
about taste and longevity 
over trying to find the 
lowest-priced product. That’s 
why Romano hosts events 

on his farm like dinners and blues 
concerts, and is a big proponent of 

the face-to-face interaction of the 
farmers market.

“What’s going to save us is that 
personal contact of knowing where 

your food comes from,” Romano 
says. “We have to somehow convince 
people that that’s important.”

Doug Wright agrees that providing 
a rotating roster of quality products 
and an unbeatable customer 
service experience is the way to get 
customers in the door.

“We need to stay relevant to stay in 
business,” Wright says. “It’s one of 
our core values: embrace change. 
We’re always looking for new items 
and unique things. But we don’t 
want disposable fishing rods. I don’t 
want to walk into Walmart and find 
the same stuff we sell.”

Griffin agrees, and says that if 
there’s one piece of advice that he 
could give small business owners, 
it would be to “walk your talk,” to 
figure out what makes you unique, 
and then put that front and center. 

“Ask yourself, why are you 
different?” says Griffin. “Why should 
they shop with you? And then go be 
that, go live in that world, and the 
people who connect with you will 
come to your door. But if you’re 
trying to be everything to everybody 
— low price, high quality, retail, 
online — you wind up diffusing 
yourself to much. Make your 
business feel like a person, so that 

when another person comes in, they 
say, ‘Hey, I like that guy.’” 

The ladies oF PluMas: (from left) Nancy Sheffield, Eileen Mangalin, Elizabeth (Liz) Wainscoat, Lori Davy, and 
Shelly Wright. Wainscoat says since Plumas is a local bank, its patrons’ money stays in the community through local 
lending and donations to community causes. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

gary roMano of Sierra Valley Farms calls the flavor of his arugula “off 
the charts,” and his produce lasts longer than store-bought, since less time 
transpired from the farm to the fridge. Courtesy photo
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CALL ME TODAY.
Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

roxanne@insuranceroxanne.com

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

news
All the news that fits — from original 
reporting or press releases. Submit your 
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1 kitchen collab opens in Truckee
TruCkee
Kitchen Collab, Tahoe’s only commissary kitchen, is now 
open. The Collab is cultivating a network of like-minded 
culinary creatives who live and work locally to form an 
epicenter for thriving small-scale food businesses for 
the benefit of the community and its regional food 
systems. The building includes shared office space, a 
2,000-square-foot kitchen facility, a conference/private 
dining room, and a large drive bay that can transform 
into an event space. They are now accepting culinary 
members and reservations for events. Please contact 
director Alex Tolger or the office manager, Andrea 
Barrow, for details. Info: kitchencollab.com

2 arbor collective partners  
with Boarding for Breast cancer
TruCkee
Tahoe/Venice based boardshop Arbor Collective has 
announced its Solstice Collection, the brand’s first line of 
women’s specific skateboards — an offering exclusively 

curated by the women of the company. For the new 
collection, Arbor has partnered with Boarding for Breast 
Cancer, and will donate a portion of every board sold 
to the program. Boarding for Breast Cancer (B4BC) is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit foundation that advocates early 
detection and a healthy, active, and sustainable lifestyle 
as the best means for breast cancer prevention. 

3 off road Tahoe opens for season
norTh lake Tahoe
Off Road Tahoe is the newest adventure company to hit 
North Lake, specializing in guided backcountry tours in 

Utility Terrain Vehicles (UTVs). It is the 
only full-service guided off-road tour 
company in the Tahoe/Truckee area 
and the first to be permitted by the 
U.S. Forest Service to operate in the 
Tahoe National Forest. All guides are 
Wilderness First Responder certified 
and environmental stewards of the land. 
Guests can book tours for groups of 
up to seven people online or by phone 
and can customize their experiences 
to include lunch and snacks, special 
touches for parties and team building 
events, and any other group requests. 
Info: offroadtahoe.com.

4 new restaurant philosophy opens in Truckee
TruCkee
Philosophy opened May 18 in the old Sash and Door 
building on Donner Pass Road. The restaurant is 
based around the philosophy of communal dining, 
and customers can order food and drinks at the 
bar from a simple, locally sourced menu, and then 

take their food to any of the 
long dining tables to eat. The 
restaurant will feature food from 
the Tahoe Food Hub, Produce 
Plus, Liberty Food & Wine 
Exchange, Sierra Bakehouse, 
and Lobo Baking; wine from the 
Truckee River Winery and beer 
from local breweries FiftyFifty, 
Alibi Ale Works, Knee Deep, 
Revision, and Moonraker, among 
others. The restaurant has a stage 
and plans to show live music  
on Thursdays, Fridays, and  
Saturdays for the summer.  
Info: truckeephilosophy.com

5 whitehawk ranch  
opens in clio
PluMas CounTy

The scenic Whitehawk Restaurant in Clio opened May 
18 with well-known chefs Mike Trombetta and Sean 
Conry at the helm. The co-owners/chefs of Farm to Belly 
share a passion for creative fresh and organic cuisine and 
cater events throughout Lake Tahoe and northeastern 
California. Mike Trombetta’s experiences expanded 
through his years at the Resort at Squaw Creek and 
Moody’s Bistro, Bar & Beats, and as executive chef at 
Christy Hill Restaurant before founding Farm to Belly 
in Truckee. Chef Sean Conry was the executive chef at 
Longboards Bar and Grill in Graeagle through 2016, 
and leads the culinary program at Feather River College. 
Conry has won numerous awards at regional competitions 

including the prestigious 
Lake Tahoe Autumn Food 
& Wine Festival. Whitehawk 
Restaurant is open 
Wednesday to Friday. Bar 
opens at 4:30 p.m., dinner 
5:30 to 9 p.m. Info: (530) 
836-4985, info@farmtobelly.
com

6 Truckee laundry 
adds Mailbox service
TruCkee
Beginning July 1, Truckee 
Laundry will be offering 
mailbox services. The 
business is currently in 
the process of purchasing 
and installing over 300 
mailboxes inside its existing 

location on Deerfield Drive in Truckee. It will be the 
fourth business in Truckee offering this service, and is 
currently soliciting reservations for some of the boxes 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. on weekdays.

7 elder Group recognized as one  
of Top engel & völkers offices
TruCkee
Alison Elder of Elder Group Tahoe Real Estate was recog-
nized as a Top 3 Producing Advisor in the U.S. by both Gross 
Commission Income (GCI) and closed sides transactions. 
Elder was ranked the third top producing advisor by GCI and 
the second by sides. The Elder Group sold over $91 million 
in volume in 2017, and nearly $400 million in volume with 
over 700 transactions since 2010. The Elder Group Tahoe is 
the top producing Engel & Völkers shop in California since 
joining the organization as a partner in December 2016.

8 van life rally comes to Tahoe
Tahoe CiTy
Lake Tahoe’s first-ever Van Life Rally will take place on 
Friday, June 22, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the heart of 
Tahoe City, as part of the nine-day Alpenglow Mountain 
Film Festival. Alpenglow will be holding a raffle with 
proceeds to benefit the Humane Society of Truckee-
Tahoe. Builders and van outfitters will be hanging out 
to answer questions, talk about their setups, and knock 
around van living ideas. The event is free and presented 
by Goal Zero, Howler Brothers, and Sufferfest Beer.  
Info: info@alpenglowsports.com

9 Business speaks launches  
new round of Meetings
TruCkee
The Truckee Chamber of Commerce is inviting businesses 
and their key employees to come together for 90 minutes 
on June 19, 20, and 21 for the next round of free Business 
Speaks meetings. Businesses will have the opportunity 
to share ideas, give input, and take action. At the meet-
ing businesses will help shape the Employee Co-Op 
(Truckee Connects) Project, designed to help employers 
find workers and fill jobs, and hear and provide input on 
infrastructure projects such as roads, sidewalks, round-
abouts and more that may impact their business locations. 
All meetings are inclusive; you don’t need to be a chamber 
member to attend. Info: truckeetomorrow.org

10 plumas Bank Takes over Bank in carson city
Carson CiTy
Plumas Bank announced on May 22 that it has signed 
a purchase and assumption agreement to acquire 
the Carson City branch of Mutual of Omaha Bank. 
The transaction, which is expected to close later this 
year pending regulatory approval, will result in the 
acquisition of approximately $50 million in deposits 
and less than $1 million in loans. “We’ve been looking 
for effective ways to expand in northern Nevada and 
this acquisition is a perfect fit for our culture and our 
future business plans in this region. This transaction 
will almost triple our Nevada deposit base and will 
complement our current branch network nicely,” 
President and CEO Andrew J. Ryback said.

Cookin’: The new Kitchen Collab will provide its members with a fully equipped 
commercial kitchen, complete with 12 prep spaces, cold and dry storage, specialty 
equipment, and support from its kitchen stewards.

lady Boarders: Each Arbor Collective women’s-specific board is built with 
sustainably sourced hardrock maple plies and a Palisander wood topsheet. All boards 
are finished with recycled glass re-grit. Courtesy photos
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The North Lake Tahoe Resort Association combines Chamber of Commerce and Destination Marketing services to champion local 
businesses and connect community leaders. We are celebrating 64 years of enhancing our strong & vibrant community.

Shop Local          Support Local         Be Local 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
Tahoe Cross Country  

Ski Education Association
BEST PLACE TO WORK 
Northstar California 

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
John Bergmann

COMMUNITY AWARD  
FOR FILM & MEDIA

Charlie and Mary Jones
HOSPITALITY AWARD 

Tahoe City Winter Sports Park  
and Café Zenon

REGIONAL MARKETING AWARD
Squaw Valley I Alpine Meadows 

Special Events
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe 
Resort, Spa and Casino

ENVIRONMENTAL /  
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT

Take Care Tahoe 
(Tahoe Fund TRPA, Tahoe Resource  

Conservation District, League to Save  
Lake Tahoe, UC Davis Environmental  

Research Center) 

Honoring Our Local Luminaries & Celebrating North Lake Tahoe’s Business Community
The North Lake Tahoe Chamber | CVB | Resort Association hosts the 64th Annual Community Awards Dinner

EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR

LYDIA ALTICK — Auerbach Engineering
CARLA SAMMIS — JK Architecture Engineering Design

KELLY HOBSTETTER — JK Architecture Engineering Design
LAUREN SULLY — North Lake Tahoe Resort Association

SANDRA LAZZARESCHI — North Tahoe Public Utility District
CORY ALLISON — Tahoe City Public Utility District

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

EDDY ANCINAS — Squaw Valley Olympic Ski Museum Foundation
GAIL SCOVILLE — Tahoe City Downtown Association

ROB WESTON — Sierra State Parks Foundation
ANDIE RAY — Tahoe City Public Utility District

DOUG READ — Tahoe Cross Country Ski Education Association

DOUG READ
Distinguished Community Service Award

DUANE WHITELAW
Outstanding Public Servant

AMANDA DABEL & ANTHONY MARRONE
of Blue Wolf Studios: Best New Business

Congratulations to our 2017 Community Award Winners
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Thank you to our generous Golden Spotlight & Silver Beacon sponsors!
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10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

Open  10am - 5pm  ·  Tuesday – Saturday
530-587-1409  ·  backstreetframers.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMERS & GALLERY

• RECLAIMED  WOOD  FRAMES
• MIRRORS
• READY-MADE  FRAMES
• UV  GLASS
• ARCHIVAL  FRAMING

*Includes Northstar  **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows
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$2,000,000

Truckee* North and 

West Shores**
Incline Village/

Crystal Bay

Tahoe
Lakefronts

=
$4.437M

$772K $692K

$3.350M
$1.579M

~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY  
TAHOE LUXURY PROPERTIES, TLUXP.COM
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Truckee*

North and 
West Shores**

Incline Village/
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113

HOMES FOR SALE
Single family homes for sale as of June 1, 2018

Including 13 Tahoe Lakefronts

69
48

30

HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT
Single family homes pending as of June 1, 2018

Including 4 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*        North & West Shores**        Incline Village/Crystal Bay

U N I T S  S O L D Single family homes 
sold May 2018

MEDIAN PRICE Single family homes 
sold May 2018

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $740K

T A H O E  /  T R U C K E E

The number of homes for sale on the North/West Shores jumped drastically from 91 in May to 137 in June.
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Finding And Keeping A Long-Term Rental
This is the first 
edition of a 
new quarterly 
column that 
will address 
housing issues 
from the 
renter’s point 
of view: How 
do you find a 
place to live, 
and how do you keep it? We will also 
address the topic of how renters can 
make a positive impact on the overall 
quality and quantity of long term 
rentals in our community. 

It’s no surprise that the Tahoe 
Truckee region has a critical short-
age of affordable long term rentals. 
The causes are complicated, and the 
solutions even more so. The good 
news is there are a lot of folks in 
both the private and public sectors 
making a concerted effort to chip 
away at solving the problem. 

Housing advocates are studying 
solutions used in resort communities 
across the West. In Summit County, 
Colo., for instance, the county has 
initiated a pilot program called the 
Housing Work Initiative. The goals 
is to keep homes in the long term 
rental pool, to help tenants find 
homes, and to reduce the size of 
security deposits required before 
new renters move in. To provide 
equal advantages for landlords, the 
housing authority educates renters 
on how to be good tenants, and 
inspects the property monthly to 
make sure it is being well cared 
for and even guarantees to pay 
for repairs if damages exceed the 
deposit. 

A “Ready to Rent” class offered by 
Family and Intercultural Resource 
Center Director Tamara Drangstveit 
is a Do’s and Don’ts lesson: “Don’t 
lie about a dog. Don’t say you 
have two people and then have 
four. Do find out what your rights 
are.” Apparently the education has 
worked. “The homes were kept in 
good condition,” said Drangstveit, 
so much so that the organization 
has reduced its monthly inspections 
to just four times a year.

Placer County is taking an initia-
tive by working on expanding its 
inventory of rental housing. It 

recently sent a postcard to 14,500 
second homeowners in eastern 
Placer County that asked, “Would 
you be interested in leasing your 
home on a seasonal or year-round 
basis, and if so, are there incen-
tives that would make it work?” 
More than 500 homeowners 
responded before the May 15 
deadline. The county is now 
analyzing the responses. 

“We hope to gauge second home-
owner interest in renting their 
homes on a seasonal or permanent 
basis, in order to possibly incentiv-
ize that use, rather than regulate 
other uses [as South Lake Tahoe 
has recently done]”, said Jennifer 
Merchant, Placer County deputy 
executive officer.  

In the meantime, folks need a 
place to live, and employers need 
employees who live close to their 
jobs. Being a prospective tenant is 
like being a job applicant; but then 
again, getting a job in Tahoe is much 
easier finding a nice, affordable 
place to live. Almost every long 
term rental will have a slew of folks 
looking at it. So how do you beat 
the competition? 

Begin by thinking like a landlord 
who has made a huge investment 
in a piece of Lake Tahoe, and now 
is considering letting you invade 
that pricy domicile. They have most 
likely heard horror stories of homes  
that have been thrashed by tenants, 
and also heard that it’s difficult to 

evict a tenant in California who 
doesn’t pay rent, as well as hard to 
collect if the damage is more than 
the security deposit. So they are 
leery and hyper vigilant to make 
sure they get as good a tenant as 
they can find. 

As a potential renter it comes 
back to asking yourself, what is 
important to a landlord: How’s 
my credit? Do I have a network 
of references that would tell 
a homeowner they would be 
happy to have me live in his 
or her house? Is my job secure 
and do I have enough money in 
the bank to cover the deposit? 
Do I have three dogs and yet 
am looking at a place with new 
white carpet? Once you’ve 
honestly answered those 
questions, the next step is 
doing what you need to do 
to become the tenant every 
homeowner desires. 

~ Tim Hauserman worked as a 
realtor for 20 years, beginning his 
career as a rental agent and then 
moving into sales. He discovered 
that almost every potential buyer 
considers the topic of renting their 
home during the process of deciding 
to buy. He has also owned a long-
term rental house for 30 years.

REAL RENTALS
By Tim Hauserman

HOME FRONT

POSTCARD: In an effort to provide solutions to better the housing crisis, Placer County sent this postcard to 

14,500 second homeowners. Photo courtesy Placer County Executive Office
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Want to Lower Your  
Natural Gas Bill?

Each additional person beyond 8 - $8,640
*Household income levels establish qualification for the program.

Income levels are effective through May 31, 2019. 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME GUIDELINES*

Number of Persons
Living in My Home

1-2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Total Combined Annual
Income from ALL Sources

$32,920
$41,560
$50,200
$58,840
$67,480
$76,120
$84,760

Please visit swgas.com/caassist or call us  
at 877-860-6020 for more information.

You may also qualify for the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program, which 
provides a 20% discount on your monthly gas bill. Please review the chart below.

Whether you own or rent your home, Southwest Gas income-qualified customers 
may be eligible for the following energy efficient home improvements at no cost 
to you, through the Energy Savings Assistance Program.

 • Energy education and home assessment 
 • Energy efficient showerheads
 • Ceiling and floor insulation 

 • Door weather-stripping
 • Minor home repairs 
 • And much more!

SOUTHWEST GAS

This Southwest Reno home features several second-story decks, one of which 
looks out over a fenced yard, right above a big concrete patio. Think of all the 
pickles and wings (see our Soul Kitchen, p. 48) you could serve right from your 
very own home. And if the wings get you feeling spicy, you can host a DJ at 
your party inside the home’s open floor plan and dance the night away. Info: 
$489,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 2,405 square feet, 3610 Cashill Boulevard, Reno, Chase 
International

Tucked away in the woods, this charming cabin is your perfect summer getaway. 
Built in traditional “Tahoe cabin” style, it’s sure to appeal to your senses. Imagine 
sun pouring through the ceiling-to-floor windows and shining down on your deck. 
Perch on your couch, sip a cool beer, and watch the squirrels scamper by beyond 
your glass door. Info: $499,000, 2 bed, 2 bath, 1,450 square feet, 14249 Glacier 
View Road, Truckee, Coldwell Banker

Perfect Summer Cabin

PLUS BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!

Soak Up The Sun
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We think fairies used to 
live in this Reno house 
because the backyard 
is a dream. There’s lush 
grass, a covered patio area 
with romantic, crawling 
vines on the lattice, and 
even a pretty little garden 
with a babbling waterfall 
fountain. It’s the perfect 
backyard for a summer get-
together. You’ve also got 
a big, concrete driveway 
in front of this home on which to park your RV — in-between weekend trips to Lake 
Tahoe. Info: $448,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 1,855 square feet, 13790 Rancheros Dr, Reno, 
Engel & Völkers Lake Tahoe
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Babbling Brook, And Then Some

SPEND SUMMER IN A BREEZY HOME
BY LE‘A GLEASON  |  Moonshine Ink

HOME FRONT

What A Big Deck !

This home is perfect for summer. 
Built off the grid, it comes 
completely solar-ready, features 
a huge deck with a hot tub, 
and is light and breezy with a 
ton of windows. Plus, it’s got 
an indoor greenhouse clad with 
slanted windows that will let 
the sun soak all your plants. 
With 5.7 acres to use, you can 
create a flourishing garden and 
still have a ton of land to spare. 
Info: $839,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 
3,671 square feet, 16713 Greenlee, 
Truckee, Engel & Völkers 
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Summer is the time of year when we 
gather with friends and family, and 

part of the tradition 
of spring and sum-
mertime is getting 
our homes ready for 

company. Often that includes painting 
and staining projects.  

A lot of homeowners end up collecting 
old or unused paint and stain over 
the years and are unclear about what 
to do with it, but most of us do know 
that we shouldn’t throw it away in 
our trash cans. When stored properly, 
extra paint can last for years. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) conducted a study in April 
2007 estimating that about 10 percent 
of the house paint purchased in the 
United States each year — about 65 
to 69 million gallons — is discarded. 
Leftover and unusable paint waste 
causes pollution when disposed of 
improperly, the EPA warns. Before 
you decide how to get rid of old paint, 
you’ll need to determine what kind 
of paint it is. There are two types of 
paint: oil-based and latex. Regulations 
on disposal of each type of paint vary 
by location.

If it can no longer be used or is 
unwanted, there are some environ-
mentally-responsible ways to dispose 
of paint. In some areas, latex paint 
can be thrown out with the trash if it 
is completely dried. Keep in mind that 
some household waste haulers may 
still not pick up latex paint, so check 
with your local waste disposal service 

provider on rules and regulations 
applicable to your area.

Oil-based paints, as well as paint 
thinners and other paint solvents, 
are considered hazardous household 
waste (HHW) and are typically 
disposed of at HHW facilities. While 
many communities across the country 
will hold annual or semi-annual 
HHW collection days to make paint 
disposal easy for residents, a program 
called PaintCare allows residents in 
certain states (including California) to 
conveniently dispose of house paint, 
primers, stains, sealers, and clear coat-
ings year-round. The program ensures 
no charge for dropping off paint, and 
an online site locator allows you to 
quickly find their closest drop-off 
location. 

PaintCare manages the leftover paint 
it receives according to a policy of 
“highest, best use.” It is the goal of the 
paint stewardship program to recycle 
as much as possible. Most of the 
oil-based paint is taken to a cement 
plant where it is blended into a fuel 
and burned to recover the energy 
value. Latex paint that is not rusty, 
molding, or spoiled is sent to recycling 
companies and reprocessed into new 
paint. Some paint that the nonprofit 
receives is nearly new and in excel-
lent condition and is often given to 
charitable organizations like Habitat 
for Humanity.

~ Kim Beeler is the owner of Beeler 
Marketing, and is the public relations 
representative for PaintCare. 

At Kelly Brothers Painting, we truly appreciate the brave men and women 
who have dedicated their lives to serving our local community in their 
roles as police officers, firefighters, EMTs, and retired military personnel.

To honor these pillars of our community, we are giving away $3,000 
worth of painting for a hero whose home or office is in need of a fresh 
coat of paint. We're looking for nominations — who do you think should 

be our recipient?

Come to Truckee Alibi to submit your nomination on June 20, 5 – 7 p.m.

The first 25 Truckee/Tahoe locals to submit an official Paint it Forward 
form will receive a ticket for a 10 oz beverage on us! Bring your local ID. 

The winner will be announced at the Truckee Fourth of July parade.

Kids are welcome to come and paint our playhouse!

NOMINATE
YOUR

COMMUNITY

HERO
TO WIN A $3,000
PAINTING GIVEAWAY!

Official Participating Contractor

SPACE IT UP
By Kim Beeler 

Easy Ways to Reuse and 
Recycle Your Old Paint

HOME FRONT
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Buy right: Decide how much and what kind 
of paint you need in order to get the right 
quantity.

Store right: Keep your paint in a dry 
location.

Use it up: Use leftover paint for a craft 
project.

Donate it: Find out if someone else can 
use the paint.

Recycle it: Take your old paint to a PaintCare 
location.

SMALL STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO 
USE PAINT EFFECTIVELY:

Viselchak/bigstockphoto.com
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Sixty-five-year-old 
Robin Dworkin 
and her husband 
Jeff opened 
Coffee Connexion 
in Tahoe City 
in 1990, serving 
espresso coffees 
and pastries. A 
few years before 
that they ran 
a restaurant called Twain 
Station at the entrance to 
Alpine Meadows Road, which 
they owned with another 
couple for two and half years. 
Today, Robin’s busy cafe in 
Tahoe City sells 24 varieties 
of freshy roasted beans, 
specialty crepes, sandwiches, 
and teas.

Since Jeff’s death from cancer 
on the eve of 9/11, Robin 
has never considered doing 
anything else. “I think he’d 
be proud of me for still doing 
this. Sometimes I’m mad 
because he’s not here to do 
half of it with me, you know,” 
she says with an easy laugh. 

But, backing up, how did 
they know about little Tahoe 
City, and come to settle here 
all those years ago, from 
where they’d been living in 
Poughkeepsie, New York?

“Friends from New York 
moved here before we did,” 
Robin says. “We stayed with 
them for a while until we got 

settled. I drove from 
the Hudson River 
Valley in 1977 in a 
red Ford van with my 
five-year-old daughter, 
Jenny. I had her when 
I was 18 and had no 
real work experience. 
After training in the 
CETA (Comprehensive 
Employment and 

Training Act) program here, 
I learned how to type and 
was placed at the Tahoe City 
PUD. I had known Jeff a 
little back in New York and 
we had mutual friends. He 
visited here in 1983 and we 
met again. I was no longer 
with the husband who had 
accompanied me here. Jeff 
and I married in 1986 at 
Chinquapin, just short of 15 
years before he died,” Robin 
remembers.

The day that Jeff died, “he 
was pretty sick and he was 
on his way out, and I think 
he kind of gave up,” she says. 
Both natives of upstate New 
York, Robin says Jeff was 
aware of everything going on 
that day in September 2001. 
Afterward, Robin continued 
running Coffee Connexion, 
which includes the café in 
the Tahoe City’s Lighthouse 
Shopping Center on North 
Lake Boulevard and the 
coffee bean roasting company 
in Lake Forest. “Having the 
business really helped me 

because I felt I was carrying 
on for him in a way,” she says. 

There was no question for 
Robin that Tahoe City was 
home, and a majority of that 
was the community. “I know 
a lot of people in town and 
I like that. Tahoe City is my 
home. My son, Jake, was 10 
when Jeff died. Both my kids 
went to school here. I have 
two granddaughters here. We 
have a life, a business. I never 
thought of packing it in,” she 
says. Plus, the business was 
already running a successful 
roastery.

In 1996, when Jeff decided 
he wanted to roast their own 
beans rather than buy in bulk 
from Los Angeles, “he drove 
to Corvallis, Oregon,” Robin 
says, “and bought the roaster 
from a man named Mike 
Sivetz who engineered the 
Sivetz Hot Air Roaster. We’re 
still using it 22 years later.”

Today, she buys single origin 
beans from Emeryville that 
come from all over South 
America. In the roasting 
process, she enlists help. Her 
spitfire attitude outweighs her 
tiny frame in this case; the 
bean bags are 150 pounds, 
so she hires a guy who roasts 
20 hours a week. Together 
they roast Columbian, Costa 
Rican, and Peruvian beans, 
and sell different blends to the 
majority of restaurants in town. 
Tahoe Delight (Italian and 
Columbian) and Sierra Sunrise 
(Vienna, French and Italian) 
are blends Jeff created. 

And as for the café, it’s 
equally busy. “This year I 
bought a golf pass and the 
girls said, ‘Robin, don’t come 
in,’ so I’m going to try to stay 
away, and if I can do that I’ll 
keep going until I can’t any-
more,” she says, determined.

In her time off, it’s Lake 
Tahoe that brings Robin 
peace. 

“I love to canoe. Jeff and I 
canoed around the lake on 
our 10th anniversary because 
of Judge Vernon. He was the 
founder and first General 
Manager of the Tahoe City 
PUD. I worked in payroll 
and would cut his pension 
check. He lived in the Vernon 
building next to Rosie’s Cafe. 
I’d deliver his check on my 
lunch hour and we’d sit and 
talk. I feel so special to have 
known him. He wrote a book 
about his honeymoon trip 
with Ethel called ‘Around 
Lake Tahoe in a Row Boat.’”

Robin said to Jeff, “Let’s 
do this!” Their anniversary 
was September 21; the trip 
was the last five days in 
September 1996 and ended 
on October 1. There were no 
boats or waves. They stayed 
in motels and called friends 
to meet them for dinner. They 
loved it.

Never a skier, today, Robin’s 
happy places are walking 
around Lake Forest and 
canoeing. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

Robin Dworkin: 
 A Tahoe Connexion Richer Than Coffee

TAHOE STORIES
By Marianne Porter

CANOEING: Dworkin and her husband Jeff canoed the lake for their 10th 
anniversary in 1996, stopping at inns and meeting with friends along the way.
Courtesy photo

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

Create  |  Install  |  Maintain
Commercial  |  Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.

SPITFIRE: Employees say it’s hard for Robin Dworkin to stay away from her 
thriving cafe, but in summer she can occasionally be spotted canoeing, enjoying 
Lake Forest, or playing bocce ball. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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I remember 
sitting poolside 
with my friends, 
as a kid, enduring 
that tortuous hour 
after eating until 
we could finally 
jump back in the 
water. Get in any 
sooner, the adults 
warned, and we 
might cramp up 
and drown.

The advice was repeated so often, we 
thought it had to be true. But was it? 
Here’s a look at the facts behind a num-
ber of common summertime myths, 
particularly those affecting us here in 
Tahoe where the humidity is low, the 
UV rays are strong, and everyone is 
recreating in the glorious outdoors.

YOU SHOULD WAIT AN HOUR 
AFTER EATING BEFORE  
SWIMMING. 
False. Parents, you can stop torturing 
your kids. The theory behind this 
claim is that when blood is diverted to 
your digestive organs, your muscles 
will be deprived and more likely to 
cramp. But there’s no evidence to 
back this up. Cramps can happen 
when you swim, but they’re not 
related to your ham sandwich. 

YOUR BODY ADAPTS TO HOT 
WEATHER.
True. To help you endure the heat, 
your sweat glands get larger, your 
body temperature rises more slowly, 
and your heart rate stays lower at a 
given workload. You’ll sweat more 
volume and begin sweating at a lower 
core temperature, allowing you to stay 
active without overheating. 

These adjustments mostly happen in 
the first five days of heat exposure, 
but it takes about two weeks to fully 
acclimate. The fitter you are, and the 
more you exercise in the heat, the 
faster you’ll adjust. 

SPF 30 SUNSCREEN BLOCKS TWICE 
AS MUCH SUN AS SPF 15.

False. It’s important to know that the 
SPF rating applies only to UVB rays, 
and that the increase in protection 
from SPF 15 to 30 (and beyond) 
is not linear. SPF 15, for example, 
blocks 93 percent of UVBs, but 
doubling the SPF to 30 blocks only 
97 percent. With SPF 50, you get just 
one percent more blockage. 

So why the big range in SPFs? 
Theoretically, the higher the number, 
the longer you’re protected. But 
since most people don’t apply enough 
sunscreen to begin with, and then 
engage in activities that remove it, like 
swimming, sweating, and toweling off, 
the best way to protect yourself is to 
goop up every two hours, regardless 
of SPF. 

“BROAD SPECTRUM” SUNSCREEN 
PROTECTS YOU EQUALLY FROM 
UVA AND UVB RAYS.

False. To carry the “broad spectrum” 
label, the FDA requires only that UVA 
protection increase proportionally as 
SPF rises. So, SPF 45 will block more 
UVA rays than SPF 15, but you don’t 
know how much protection you’re 
actually getting. What’s more, one 
company’s broad-spectrum product 
could offer much less UVA protection 

than another’s, even when their SPF 
numbers are identical.    

SUNSCREEN PROTECTS YOU AS 
SOON AS IT’S APPLIED.
It depends on the product. 
Sunscreens fall into two categories; 
chemical and physical. Chemical 
sunscreens, like avobenzone and 
oxybenzone, need 20 to 30 minutes 
to bind to proteins in your skin 
before becoming effective. Physical 
sunscreens, containing zinc oxide or 
titanium dioxide, work by reflecting 
rays off your skin’s surface, and are 
effective as soon as you apply them.

CAFFEINE DEHYDRATES YOU.
False. This myth just won’t die. 
Even the American College of 
Sports Medicine (ACSM) says 
that caffeinated drinks do not 
cause dehydration. Studies show 
that people can stay perfectly well 
hydrated, whether their drink of 
choice is soda, diet soda, coffee, 
juice, carbonated water, or plain 
water. Caffeine can make you pee 
more frequently, but you’re not 
losing more water than you take in. 

IF YOU EXERCISE IN THE HEAT, 
YOU NEED A SPORTS DRINK.
Maybe, depending on the length 
and intensity of your workout. For 

sessions under an hour, the ACSM 
says plain water is all you need; your 
body has adequate stores of glyco-
gen and electrolytes for that period 
of time. 

But sustained workouts lasting more 
than an hour warrant replacement 
of carbs and electrolytes. Sports 
drinks provide these ingredients 
conveniently, but many commercial 
products are high in sugar and 
contain artificial dyes and artificial 
sweeteners. Specialty waters and 
energy drinks may provide vitamins 
and caffeine, but can lack the 
electrolytes and carbs you need for a 
long workout. 

ELEVATION MATTERS: The sun’s UVB rays are 18 percent stronger at lake level than at sea level, 
and increase three percent for every 1,000 feet in elevation gain. UVB rays are responsible for 
sunburns and are a major contributor to skin cancer. Creative Family/bigstockphoto.com

PRACTICAL 
WELLNESS
By Linda Lindsay

Common 
Summertime 

Myths
Fact or Fiction?

° Energetic Healing

° Intuitive Emotional Support

° Dream Interpretation

° Holistic Nutrition Counseling

° Holistic Home Cooking 

Your first session is  
ON THE HOUSE! A gift 

from my heart to yours.

518-727-6629
955 S. Virginia, Ste. 205, Reno

heartpathwellness.info

Your family IS art
Let this be the year you 
 nally see your family as 
ARTWORK in your home!

Call today to book your 
photographic experience.

kkindredsoulphoto.com
530 -412-1494
Studio located in Kings Beach

MOUNTAIN LIFE
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Every Friday
FOOD | Meet Your Maker
Join the Tahoe Food Hub 
and meet your maker! Every 

Friday, the Tahoe Food Hub welcomes 
a different producer to the Farm Shop 
to share samples of their fruit, veggies, 
or specialty products and to talk about 
their farm and foods. Get to know 
the people who feed you! Info: free, 
1 to 5 p.m., Tahoe Food Hub, Alpine 
Meadows, tahoefoodhub.org

Every Sunday
MUSIC | Concerts at Commons Beach 
Everyone’s favorite Sunday afternoon 
tradition is back: Concerts at Commons 

Beach.  The fun takes place lakeside 
every Sunday through September. 
Enjoy food, brews, and wine from 
local vendors along with a great lineup 
of musicians. Info: free, 4 to 7 p.m., 
Commons Beach, Tahoe City, concert-
satcommonsbeach.com

Thursday, June 14
ARTS AND CULTURE | 
Spoon Carving 
Using traditional Japanese tools, 
participants at Atelier Truckee will learn 
how to design, carve, sand, and finish 
the bowl of the spoon. All supplies are 
included during the workshop and avail-
able for purchase for an additional cost. 
This workshop is designed for adults, 
and also appropriate for kids ages 10 
and older when accompanied by a 
parent. Info: $52, 10:30 a.m., Truckee, 
ateliertruckee.com

OUTDOORS | Tahoe Star Tours 
Encouraging curiosity and 
conversation around what 
may exist both within and 
beyond our galaxy, Tahoe 

Star Tours returns this summer, offering 
a compelling evening of stargazing 
and learning about the night sky. Led 
by Tony Berendsen, an award-winning 
amateur astronomer, each Tahoe Star 
Tour is designed to inspire awe and 
offer an educational evening under 
the stars. Info: $40/adults, $20/kids; 

Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays 8:15 to 10:30 
p.m.; Northstar California; 
northstarcalifornia.com

COMMUNITY | Truckee 
Thursdays
Kick off this summer’s 
not-to-miss tradition 
— Truckee Thursdays! 
Enjoy local vendors and 
food for this street style 
weekly fair, featuring 
live music, a food court, 
artisan vendors, merchant 
and community displays, 
children’s activities, and a 
beer garden. Free shuttle 
service will be provided 
again this year. There is something for 
the entire family to enjoy! Info: free, 
5 to 8:30 p.m., Downtown Truckee, 
truckeethursdays.com

June 15 & 16
MUSIC | The Great Eldorado BBQ, 
Brews & Blues
Fire up the grills, tap the kegs, and 
crank up the tunes for Reno’s best 
summer kick-off party. The concerts 
are part of the annual festival that is 
equal parts barbecue, block party, and 
microbrew tasting event. Info: $40 to 
$75, Eldorado Hotel and Casino, Reno, 
eldoradoreno.com

June 16
COMMUNITY | Community Dig-In 
Dig in and help out at the Truckee 
Demonstration Garden. Volunteers will 
work together re-building old garden 
beds, touching-up several varieties of 
new beds, preparing existing beds, 
planting, transplanting, netting fruit 
trees, painting, and so much more. No 
experience is required to volunteer — 
learn as you go! Info: free, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Truckee Demonstration Garden, 
Truckee, slowfoodlaketahoe.org

OUTDOORS | Tour de Manure 
Metric Century 
Cycle through the ranchlands and 
Feather River headwaters of Sierra 
Valley in this annual fun ride along 
62-, 45-, and 30-mile routes and feed 
stations encompassing parts of historic 
Highway 49. Start and finish at the 
Sierraville firehouse with an after party 
featuring live music from Michael Hogan 
and the Simpletones, a tri-tip/chicken 
barbeque lunch, and brews from the 
Brewing Lair. $60 through June 10; $70 
thereafter, tourdemanure.org

FOOD | Tahoe City Food and Wine 
Classic
Sip, shop, and enjoy in Tahoe City along 
its scenic lakeside sidewalks while tasting 
wines and sampling delicious morsels 
from Tahoe restaurants and caterers. 
Event proceeds benefit the nonprofit 
Tahoe City Downtown Association . Info: 
$45, $20/designated driver, 1 to 5 p.m., 
Tahoe City, visittahoecity.org

June 16 to 24
OUTDOORS | Alpenglow 
Mountain Festival
The nine-day North Lake 
Tahoe mountain-lifestyle festi-

val is a celebration of human-powered 
events, clinics, presentations and more. 
Geared toward the beginner and 
intermediate mountain sports enthusi-
asts, the Alpenglow Mountain Festival 
will showcase some of the best activities 
Lake Tahoe has to offer, including trail 
running, hiking, backpacking, lakeshore 
yoga, stand up paddleboarding, rock 
climbing, and natural history events. 
Over  50 individual events to choose 
from! Info: alpenglowsports.com

June 19 to 21
COMMUNITY | Capital Project 
Feedback 
Run a Truckee business? Can’t find 
workers? Want to give input on town 
infrastructure projects coming up? 
Bring your key staff and participate in 
the Business Speaks!.  Weigh in capital 
projects that include roads, sidewalks, 
roundabouts and the proposed Truckee 
Employee Coop. Info: free, see location 
options at chamber.truckee.com

Wednesday, June 20 
FOOD | Organic Gardening 101
Not sure how to grow an organic 
garden? Join Slow Food Lake Tahoe 
at the Truckee Demonstration Garden  
where soil scientist and SFLT Board 
Member Heather Cullen will cover the 
basics of soil, how to grow a healthy 
soil food web, the high-altitude plant 
requirements, site selection, garden 
design and layout, and more. Info: free, 
5:30 to 7 p.m., Truckee Demonstration 
Garden, slowfoodlaketahoe.org

Friday, June 22
CULTURE | Alpenglow Mountain 
Festival Van Life Rally
So what’s the big fuss about #vanlife? 
Whether  you’re committed to living 
on the road or simply curious about 
the movement, join the first ever Van 
Life Rally presented by Goal Zero, 
Howler Brothers, Sufferfest Beer, and 

Mountain Area Preservation  
10th Annual Sierra Forage Dinner  

Friday, August 10 - Cedar House Truckee, CA 

            Celebrate 31 Years of 
Environmental Advocacy With MAP 

 Join Mountain Area Preservation for an elegant evening complete with live 
music, a silent auction and a magni�cent family style dinner paired with wines!
 Buy Your Tickets Today & Support MAP’s Annual Fundraising Event

Tickets: $175 Each

Purchase Tickets at www.mapf.org/sfd 
For inquires 530-582-6751 or Nikki@mapf.org

Purchase Tickets at www.mapf.org/sfd

Photo Credit: Steve  Ellsworth 

JUNE 14: Carve your very own spoon with this class from Atelier 
Truckee for $52. Photo courtesy Atelier Truckee

See CALENDAR p. 44
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GET
OUT & GO

Slow Food Lake Tahoe’s 
Demonstration Garden
Ongoing through summer, Truckee

Slow Food Lake Tahoe is 
a collective of six women 
who are dedicated to 
efforts to grow and eat 
whole, organic foods, and 
also learn more about 
sustainability.

Of these passionate folks, 
Katherine Townsend-
Merino is responsible 
for the group’s 
demonstration garden in 
Truckee Regional Park, 
where the community 
is invited to take 
workshops, participate 
in planting, harvest food, 
and learn the lifestyle of 
growing and ingesting 
organic foods.

 “I think food is multi-
faceted — that food is 
essential for socialization, 
the way that we as human 
beings have evolved to 
eating together,” Townsend-Merino 
says. “The step before that is the 
growing.”

Over the summer, the program 
offers free Wednesday workshops 
on specific topics such as general 
organic gardening, growing berries, 
and growing potatoes. Plus, there 
are Harvest Mondays, when the food 
is picked and donated to the Sierra 
Senior Service, Work Wednesdays, 
and Community Dig-In Days on 
the third Saturday of each month. 
David Long, a master gardener, 
leads the Wednesday workshops, 
teaching people how to grow 
throughout the Tahoe Basin. He 
offers an informative, fun, and easy 
demonstration for free, along with 
plant starts to grow your own.

In return, he asks participants to send 
back information about the success 
and locations of the planting. He works 
with growers across the country to get 
the plant starts he needs to share.

Gretchen Corbin, who recently 
volunteered to head the berry 
section of the garden, used to 
grow a large garden in Seattle. The 
critters and harsh environment in the 
Basin have made growing at home a 
challenge for her.

“I used to garden extensively in 
Seattle and it was my outlet,” 
she says. “Here, I’m resorting to 
the things the critters won’t eat, 
like asparagus. A lot of this I’ve 
learned at the demo garden. It’s 
super valuable.”

For Corbin, who no longer has 
a large edible garden at her 
house, gardening fills her need to 
connect to nature. 

“There’s something really 
satisfying about growing your 
own food from start to finish 
and putting it back into the soil 
through compost,” she says.

There is something at the demo 
garden for all, from children to 
seniors, who can dig in raised beds 
that eliminate the need to bend 
over. Plus, there’s a flower garden, 
and there are always building 
projects for those who want to 
help with construction.

“It’s the perfect outlet for 
someone who’s interested but 
doesn’t know where to start, and 
wants ideas of what might grow 
up here, what to try, and to have 
resources provided to them,” 
Corbin says.

~ Le‘a Gleason/Moonshine Ink 

INFO: slowfoodlaketahoe.org

COMMUNITY MEMBERS of all ages can join Slow Food 
Lake Tahoe for free workshops and activities that educate 
them about growing organic, local food. The produce is 
then harvested and donated. Last summer, SFLT delivered 
270 pounds of produce to Sierra Senior Services. Photo by 
Mayumi Elegado/Moonshine Ink

TAP CALENDAR
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Alpenglow Sports. The event, an addi-
tion to Alpenglow Mountain Festival 
presented by Salomon, will showcase 
and gather the van build-outs of Tahoe 
locals. Info: free, 9 a.m., to 2 p.m., 
Alpenglow Sports, Tahoe City, alpen-
glowsports.com

Saturday, June 23 
COMMUNITY | Humane 
Society Barn Dance Party 
Dinner and dancing, all for 

the dogs (and cats)! Join the Humane 
Society of Truckee-Tahoe’s 3rd Annual 
Sierra-style hoedown. The fun will take 
place at a barn on Prosser Dam Road. 
Delicious food from Marty’s Café will be 
served while awesome bands jam out. 
Be sure to get your ticket; this event is a 
sellout every year. Info: $45/adults, $20/
kids, 5 to 9 p.m., Truckee, hstt.org

Sunday, June 24
MUSIC | Truckee Duckee Derbee 
Returns
Billed as the “most unpredictable two 
minutes in Tahoe,” the Truckee Duckee 
Derbee, a rubber duck race, returns 
to the River Ranch Lodge, marking 
the opening of the lodge’s patio on 
the Truckee River. Benefiting the 
Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe, the 
afternoon’s festivities include live music 
provided by the After Eights on the 
outdoor patio, barbque, drink specials, 
a raffle, the Dogz in Dudz K-9 costume 
contest, and, in true derby tradition, the 

Cool Catz in Hatz contest open to all 
human attendees. Info: Attendees must 
purchase their own rubber duck prior to 
the event, 1 p.m., River Ranch Lodge, 
Alpine Meadows, hstt.org

FOOD | Banh Mi & Beer
Good food for a great cause! 
Experience authentic Vietnamese food 
for this friend-raiser by Project Mana. 
Your support will aid food security in 
our community. Info: $20, 5 to 8 p.m., 
Alibi Ale Works – Truckee Public House, 
Truckee, projectmana.org/events

Monday, June 25
LITERATURE | Permanent Vacation II 
writers read
At Word After Word Bookshop 
in downtown Truckee, 18 writers 
read from their works in the new 
Permanent Vacation II: Eighteen 
Writers on Work and Life in Our 
National Parks published by Bona 
Fide Books. This is the second 
volume in a popular collection 
featuring writers from national parks 
all over the country, including locales 
like Cape Cod and Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park. Writers reading will be 
Tahoe local Joseph Flannery, read-
ing of his encounters with bison in 
Yellowstone, and John Qu. McDonald 
on the powers of Pele. Info: free, 6 
p.m., Word After Word Bookshop, 
bonafidebooks.com

Thursday, June 28
ARTS AND CULTURE | Midtown Art 
Walk
The annual Art Walk showcases the 
unexpected culture of Reno’s MidTown 
District. Pairing artists with local 
merchants, this event stirs up the senses 
with a variety of art, food, and live 
performances. Walk through unique 
shops and discover Reno’s exciting new 
poetry, music, and art. Info: free, from 
445 to 1311 S. Virginia St., renomid-
townartwalk.com

Friday, June 29
MUSIC | Michael Franti & Spearhead 
In anticipation of his upcoming album, 
Stay Human 2, and his recently released 
self-directed documentary Stay Human, 
Michael Franti & Spearhead are on tour. 
This is a not-to-miss concert! Join them 
for an evening of easy listening and 
politically powered jams. Info: $39, 6:30 
p.m., The Outdoor Plaza at Harrah’s 
Reno, ticketmaster.com

MUSIC | Music on the Beach
Kick off the North Tahoe Business 
Association’s free summer concert 
series, Music on the Beach, with the The 
Sextones. Bring low-back beach chairs 
and blankets or consider enjoying the 
concerts from a boat, kayak, or stand 
up paddleboard with the lake levels at 

record highs. Move and groove while 
enjoying food from D’Lish Catering 
and The Burrito Window, Cheri’s Hand 
Dipped Ice Cream, California Gold 
Kettle Corn, Kaliko’s Hawaiian Kitchen, 
and Albi Ale Works. Info: Free, 6 to 
8:30 p.m., Kings Beach State Recreation 
Area, Kings Beach, northtahoebusiness.
org

June 30 to July 4
COMMUNITY | Red, White,  and 
Tahoe Blue
Incline Village and Crystal Bay celebrate 
Independence Day with parades, 
tributes to veterans, fireworks, concerts, 
chalk drawings, rubber ducky races, 
food, and more. Info: times and loca-
tions vary, redwhitetahoeblue.org

July 2
MUSIC | Counting Crows and Live
Two of the greatest indie-rock bands 
of the ‘90s take to the stage as Reno’s 
Grand Theatre at Grand Sierra Resort & 
Casino welcomes Counting Crows and 
Live on the 25 Years and Counting Tour 
celebrating 25 years of making music by 
hitting the road. Info: Tickets $69-$225, 
grandsierraresort.com

Thirsty for more TAP? Go online to 
moonshineink.com/tahoe-events for a full 
calendar of events in the area. 

#VANLIFE Live in a van or just curious about the new lifestyle? Join Alpenglow Sports during 
its mountain festival for a day dedicated to those living in their built-out vans and trucks. Photo 
courtesy Alpenglow Sports

Happy Hour* Daily from 5–7 p.m. at the Bar
Dinner from 5 p.m. Wednesday–Sunday *excluding Saturdays & Holidays

Continental

Cuisine

760 River Road, Tahoe City, CA 96145  |  (530) 583-3102  |  www.pfeiferhouse.com
Located 1/4 mile north of Tahoe City “wye” on Highway 89

Now booking 
banquets, 
rehearsal 

dinners, and 
group parties!

Now booking 
banquets, 
rehearsal 

dinners, and 
group parties!

TAP CALENDAR
A
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LIVE  MUSIC  CALENDAR

CottonwoodRestaurant.com
(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted Best Fine 
Dining Restaurant

Reservations 
Appreciated

HAPPY HOUR
in the BAR 
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:  
All Night Long

Historic Hilltop  
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

Thursday, June 14
Jill Cohn

Fri. & Sat., June 15 & 16
George Souza

Wednesday, June 20
Robert Drake

Thursday, June 21
Tim High

Wednesday, June 27
Neighbors

Thursday, June 28
Mark Sexton

Wednesday, July 4
George Souza

Wednesday, July 11
Jody Sweet

Early Dinner Special
Monday – Thursday · 5-6 pm  |  through June 21

Second hand, 
first rate

•  FREE week pass including classes  
(new members only — VALID WITH AD ONLY)

•  $25 assessment/consultation  
(one-on-one review w/a personal trainer)

•  $20/month unlimited classes  
(w/membership)

Memberships start at only  
$35 A  MONTH! Call for details.

Truckee/North Tahoe’s #1 Gym!

EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGABLE TRAINERS
W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  E Q U I P M E N T
F U N  E N V I R O N M E N T

CURRENT SPECIALS

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

MOODYS
BISTRO, BAR & BEATS

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

JUNE 14–16 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY
Amy LaVere and Will Sexton

(Americana from Austin and Memphis)

JUNE 22 & 23 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Frankie Boots and The County Line

(Americana from New Orleans)

JUNE 28–30 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY
Emael

(classical roots to indie/alt-pop influences from Los Angeles)

JULY 6–7 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY
George Souza

(Local Rhythm and Blues Legend)
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O n c e  t h o u g h t  e x t i n c t ,  P y r a m i d  l a k e ’ s 
c u t throat  trou t m a k es  a  m a ssi v e  com eback

ifty years ago, the 
prehistoric resident 
of Lake Lahontan — 
the Pleistocene era 

body of water that once cov-
ered most of Nevada — was 
extinct. The Lahontan cut-
throat trout, Oncorhynchus 
clarkii henshawi, was once 
known to grow to a size 
of 40 pounds in Pyramid 
Lake and the Truckee River, 
but the growth of industry 
eventually led to the eradica-
tion of every living lake-form 
member of the species. 
The so-called Monsters of 
Pyramid Lake were gone; at 
least that’s what everyone 
thought.

Then in 1975, in a twist 
of fate reminiscent of a 
Jurassic Park narrative, 
wildlife biologist Don Duff 
was looking for Bonneville 
trout in the Pilot Peak range 
near the border of Nevada 
and Utah, and pulled out 
a few interesting cutthroat 
with his fishing rod that 
proved to be a genetic 
match to the ancient lake 
cutties. It took years of 
work to carefully rear a 
thriving hatchery population 
and reintroduce the species 

to Pyramid Lake, but now 
there are fisherman swarm-
ing from around the world 
to try their hands at pulling 
a 20-pound cutthroat trout 
out of the desert lake 45 
minutes north of Reno. 

“We’re so fortunate to have 
a fishery that was almost 
decimated reintroduced, 
and now you have these pre-
historic fish thriving. It’s a 
fairy tale, is what it is,” said 
Robert Hagerty, co-owner 
of Pyramid Fly Co., adding 
that most of his clients 
come to Pyramid for one 
thing: to catch one of the 
big ones. “Even if fishing’s 
slow, they’ll hook up with a 
big fish. Whether they land 
it or not is a different story.” 

The question now is, will 
we ever see the shadows 
of these 20-30 pound 
Lahontans moving through 
the Truckee River again? 
Fallen Leaf Lake? Lake 
Tahoe? Fate has turned 
Pyramid Lake into an imme-
diate world-class fishing 
destination, a reintroduction 
success story of the ages, 
but it remains to be seen 
if the same will happen 
upstream.

WestbOund
The Pilot Peak strain 
of Lahontans were first 
stocked in Pyramid in 
2006, and it wasn’t until 
2014 that the first fish 
successfully spawned once 
again just upstream of 
the lake — a pivotal event 
because it suggested the 
fish had not yet lost their 
genetic memory to spawn 
in the Truckee’s waters. It 
was that same year that 
the Lahontan National 
Fish Hatchery, located 
along the Truckee River 
south of Pyramid Lake, 
agreed to a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
the Nevada Department 
of Wildlife (NDOW) to 
provide 70,000 of the Pilot 
Peak Cutthroat trout each 
year to stock in the main 
stem of the Truckee River 
on the Nevada side. If 
you’ve fished there in the 
past few years, chances are 
you might have caught one 
— note a red/orange streak 
running along the fish’s jaw 
before the gills.

“Those progeny are basi-
cally the genetic legacy of 
the original Pyramid and 

Tahoe strains,” said Lisa 
Heki, project leader for 
the hatchery, adding that  
the hatchery has various 
contracts to provide trout to 
various entities for stocking. 
It sends more than 200,000 
to the Pyramid Paiute Tribe, 
70,000 to NDOW, about 
200,000 to the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, and 30,000 to 
Fallen Leaf Lake near South 
Lake Tahoe, a place that 
they stock themselves. 

Most of these contracts, 
however, are primarily 
intended for recreation, and 
Heki says that the rainbows 
and cutthroat typically 
don’t hold in the river due 
to the high fishing traffic. 
The spawning below Derby 
Dam leads Heki to be more 
optimistic however, and 
the hatchery is working 
with the Truckee Meadows 
Water Authority on the 
Truckee River Fish Passage 
Improvement Project to 
improve all the current 
manmade barriers to the 
Lahontans. Construction 
of a fish passageway on the 
Steamboat Ditch Diversion 
near Verdi will begin this 

fall, and, according to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the program has 
already “reconnected 78 
miles of fish passage and 
removed or remediated 14 
fish passage barriers in the 
state of Nevada.”

“We have the opportunity 
to track the migration of 
Lahontan cutthroat trout 
out of Pyramid,” Heki 
said. “What a magnificent 
opportunity to see coming 
through Reno and Sparks, 
and hopefully one day 
Truckee, these big 30-pound 
cutthroats coming through 
to find spawning habitat.” 

Get Our 
Water back
The Derby Dam is still the 
main migratory barrier to 
the Lahontans, a dam that 
Pyramid Lake Fisheries 
director Albert John says 
changed Pyramid Lake 
more than 100 years ago. 
Since the dam obstructed 
the fish movement and 
diverted water away from 
the lake, John says one of 
the main goals of the Paiute 
Tribe has been to “get our 
water back.” When the 

return
Of the

LahOntans

sporTs & ouTdoors

BIG CUTTIES: A Lahontan caught in April eyes up the camera. Note the faded orange streak running below the jawline, an indicative feature of all 15 varieties of cutthroat trout. Photo courtesy Pyramid Fly Co.

f
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dam went in, the level of Pyramid 
dropped about 90 feet, and it wasn’t 
until the ’90s or so that the Tribe 
was able to negotiate agreements 
for more water and to buy up water 
rights.

A boon to the tribe, and the 
Lahontans, is the Truckee River 
Operating Agreement (TROA), 
which has given the tribe more 
control over dam releases in order 
to keep a healthy supply of water 
coming into Pyramid Lake. “This 
has been going on for 100 years, so 
I think we’re at our best point now 
that TROA has been signed, so we’ll 
see where it goes with that,” John 
said. “The main goal is getting more 
water and clean water.” 

POOr 
cOmPetitOrs
On the other side of the 
state line, California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife scientist Mitch 
Lockhart says to be wary of 
calling the Lahontan stock-
ing effort a “reintroduction.” 
The roughly 200,000 eggs 
that the Fish and Wildlife 
department receives are 
stocked only in many of the 
lakes and reservoirs around 
Truckee/Tahoe — Donner, 
Boca, Prosser, Stampede, 
Echo, etc. — and are meant 
simply for anglers. There is an 
allotment for stocking the Truckee 
River on the California side, but it 
has not yet been fulfilled, according 
to Lockhart.

“In only some of these lakes do 
we expect any sort of natural 
reproduction to occur,” said 
Lockhart. “Especially in the rivers 
with large populations of rainbows 

and browns, we don’t expect these 
fish to establish a population. 
They just don’t compete well 
with non-native salmonids. The 
reintroductions that we’ve seen 
work, and that Fish and Game has 

been involved in, have 
been in areas where we 
could completely remove 
alien trout species 
[rainbows and brown 
trout].”

Lockart said that 
Lahontans — in a strain 
developed by Fish and 
Game separate from the 
Pilot Peak trout — have 
been successfully rein-
troduced in Pole Creek, 
the Upper Truckee, 
and a handful of places 
that “probably nobody’s 
heard of.” 

Have any of the stocked Pilots 
managed to find a more perma-
nent place in the Truckee River 
Watershed upstream of Pyramid? 
Both Lockhart and Heki agree that 
it’s too early to tell. Stocking in 
California is very recent, and only 
kicked off on the Nevada side of 
the Truckee about four years ago. 
The next decade will be a pivotal 
time for the Lahontans, which grow 
about a half inch per month. (A 

6-year-old trout can weigh up to 24 
pounds). If any of the Pilots have 
been able to outwit the region’s 
voracious brown trout, it’ll be appar-
ent soon.

Don Duff, the original discoverer 
of the Lahontan cutthroat trout, is 
optimistic. “Given the habitat, the 
fish will grow,” he says. 

sporTs & ouTdoors

Open 7 days a week | 10 am to 6 pm
11486 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA | 530-536-5006

NEW SPRING & SUMMER STYLES NOW IN STORE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
ONE STOP SHOP FOR FUN IN THE TAHOE SUN

FULL SERVICE TUNE AND REPAIR SHOP
MEN’S, WOMEN’S AND KIDS’ GEAR AVAILABLE

40% OFF WINTER STOCK

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

L A W  O F F I C E S

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

NAVIGATION AND NEGOTIATION
J A M E S  E .  S I M O N

A  T R U C K E E  L A W Y E R

A CAlIfornIA DEpArTmEnT of fISh AnD WIlDlIfE 
EmployEE in the process of preparing a batch of Lahontan 
Pilot Peak eggs for transfer to Pyramid Lake. The Lahontan 
Hatchery provides the Pyramid Paiute Tribe with more than 
200,000 of the trout per year. Photo courtesy USFWS

A hATChEry EmployEE holds a Pilot Peak Lahontan at the 
Marble Bluff facility in Nevada. These fish can grow to over 20 
pounds in six years. Photo courtesy USFWS
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SPICY GRILLED STRAWBERRY  
HOT WINGS
Recipe courtesy Josh Wallick, owner,  
Moe’s Original Bar B Que

INGREDIENTS: 
1 pound of chicken wings

Sauce:

1/4 cup of Mae Ploy sweet chili sauce

5 large strawberries, chopped

1/8 cup of honey

Pinch of wasabi powder

Splash of Worcestershire sauce

Crystal hot sauce (to taste)

DIRECTIONS:
Puree all sauce ingredients. Pour half into mixing bowl; set 
the other half aside for dipping. Cook wings either in fryer 
at 350 degrees F for 7 minutes, or in oven at 375 degrees F for 
about 40 minutes. Once the wings are cooked (165 degrees 
F internal temperature), toss them into the mixing bowl, 
stirring so they are covered evenly. Then, place them right 
onto a pre-heated hot grill just long enough to get some 
grill marks; about 45 seconds each side. Serve with a side 
of the strawberry sauce, ranch dressing, and celery.

FRIED PICKLE 
CHIPS
Recipe courtesy  
Bridgetender Tavern

INGREDIENTS: 
1 pound pickle chips
2 cups flour

4 tsp paprika

4 cups panko bread 
crumbs

2 eggs

2 cups buttermilk

DIRECTIONS:
Mix flour and paprika 
in a bowl; beat eggs and 
buttermilk together in a 
second bowl. Place bread 
crumbs in a shallow dish. 

Dip pickles into flour mixture, then into egg, then Panko. 
Lay flat on a tray and freeze. Remove from freezer and deep 
fry in a fryer or large frying pan. Place fried pickles on a 
paper towel to drain excess oil, then serve with your favorite 
spicy sauce. Moonshine staff suggestion: chipotle mayo. 

Open for dinner  
nightly at 6 p.m.

Please make 
reservations.

530-546-7529  |  www.souledomain.com  |  Stateline Dr. next to Tahoe Biltmore, Crystal Bay

CREATIVE AMERICAN CUISINE
IN AN ELEGANT LOG CABIN

—  C E L E B R A T I N G  3 4  Y E A R S  —

— FEATURING —

Organic Chicken

Sustainable Fresh Fish

Mid-West 
Filet Mignon

Vegetarian Entrees

Local Seasonal 
Fresh Produce

              

happy hour • sunday - thursday • 5 to 6 pm

    Antipasto, Homemade Pasta & 
        Regional Dishes Served Nightly
              Full Bar, Great Wine List

SOUL KITCHEN

QUICK 
B I T E S

Fried Fourth 
Two recipes your guests will love this Fourth of July

SPICY WINGS: Moe’s 
Original Bar B Que is 

newly opened a bigger 
space, now lakefront in 

the old Dockside 700 
Lakefront Grill. Chef 

Josh Wallick shared this 
sweet ‘n spicy recipe 
for a great snack on 

the Fourth of July. 
Photo courtesy Josh 

Wallick

The FOURTH OF JULY 
is a time for elation and 
celebration. People flock 
to the lake, picnicking with 
family and friends; others host 
waterfront barbecues. And, 
since America’s food culture 
revolves around holidays and 
celebrations, we’ve picked 
two party-friendly recipes 
you and your guests will love. 
We’re serving up SWEET HOT 
WINGS with the sugary, sum-
mery flavor of strawberries. 
Alongside, there are crispy, 
tangy, all-American  
DEEP FRIED PICKLES. 

Pair these two dishes with 
some sliced veggies and dip, 
and you’ve got a great spread 
for your evening that won’t 
take too much time away from 
focusing on the fireworks. 

~Le’a Gleason/Moonshine Ink
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ARTS & CULTURE

The Donner Party — 
How Well Do You Really Know Their Story?

One hundred 
years ago on 
June 6, 1918, 
a tribute to the 
Donner Party 
and all the 19th 
century pioneers 
who ventured 
across the plains 
to California 
was unveiled at 
Donner Memorial 
State Park before 
a crowd of 3,500 onlookers, includ-
ing three surviving members of the 
Donner Party. Called the Pioneer 
Monument, the statue at the south 
end of Donner Lake is one of the most 
powerful, poignant, and significant 
monuments still standing in the 
United States, in a time when national 
monuments are being decommis-
sioned and funding is tight for State 
and National Parks.

More than three hundred books have 
been written about the Donner Party, 
whose miscalculations, bad luck, 
and harrowing entrapment in the 
Sierra Nevada set them apart from 
other westward expeditioners. At the 
same time, their journey represents 
common themes of the pioneer 
movement — the striving of individu-
als to achieve the American Dream, 
obtaining land, wealth, and a better 
future for their children. On a broader 
level, it represents Manifest Destiny, a 
mid-19th century belief that America 
was exceptional and that God’s plan 
for Americans, namely 
white, Christian, 
Anglo-Saxons, was to 
claim the entire con-
tinent. The enslaving 
of African Americans, 
the “relocation” of 
American Indians, 
and the seizing of 
California from 
Mexico were part of 
the plan. The bitter 
consequences of 
this legacy are still 
with us and point 
to a fundamental 
question: “Who 
is entitled to 
be called an 
American?”  

What also fascinates people about the 
Donner Party is the unique character 

of each of the travelers, and how they 
responded to the tests of extreme 
hardship that determined their fates. 
Reading about the Donner Party 
provides an opening to reflect on our 
fundamental beliefs and capacity to 
deal with struggle. One might also 
wonder if there were opportunities for 
the Donner Party to meet a different 
fate, aside from making the deci-
sion to take the Hastings Cutoff, an 
untested trail that lengthened their 
journey across Nevada, pushing them 
into an early and bitter snowstorm 
in the Sierra. In an instance during 
the worst times of their starvation, 
two Native Americans appeared at 
the camp and shared food with the 
Donner Party. It is thought that there 
were Native Americans in the 
area all along, but because of 
their experiences with white 
people, they were afraid to 
interact. 

We recommend several books 
from the Truckee Library that 
further explore the details of 
these historic events.  

YOUNG CHILDREN 

Patty Reed’s Doll, by Rachel 
Laurgaard, Caxton Printers, 
1956 

This engaging story is told in 
the voice of a 4-inch wooden 
doll, the prized possession and 
best friend of Patty Reed, who 
was the 8-year old daughter of 

James Reed, a 
pivotal figure in 
the Donner story. 
Patty had other 
more beautiful dolls, 
but this one fit in 
her apron pocket and 
went everywhere with 
her, including on the 
wagon train west. The 
story paints a picture 
of an energetic family 
life on the trail, the 
happy early days on 
the prairie, including 
botany lessons, camp-
fires in the evening, 
and the celebration of 
Fourth of July. Patty’s 

warm family relationships 
resonate throughout the book, 

especially her bond with he tomboy 
big sister, “Puss” (Virginia), who 
rode the trail on her horse, Billy. 
As hardships grow, the narrative 
grows quiet and matter of fact. 
The mentions of cannibalism that 
appear in other stories do not 
appear here. This is a wonderful 
read-aloud book for adults and 
children, and a chance to reflect 
upon attitudes of the times, 
such as the treatment of Native 
Americans, whom the pioneers 
called “savages.”

YOUNG ADULTS

Donner Dinner Party, a graphic 
novel by Nathan Hale, Abrams, 
2013

While the title may seem a bit 
shocking, once you start reading 
this black humor version of the 
Donner Party, you’ll see why teens 
(and adults) would like it. Think of 
horror movies, zombie stories, and 
video games — even Pac Man — 
where species eat their own kind. 
Humor makes the unknown and 
scary palatable (no pun intended). 
This fast-paced tale and dynamic 
illustrations might be just the thing 
to get an older child reading

ADULTS

The Indifferent Stars Above – The 
Harrowing Saga of the Donner Party, 
by Daniel James Brown, Harper 
Perennial, 2010

This mesmerizing account of the 
Donner Party is told from the 
viewpoint of recently married, 
20-year-old Sarah Graves, eager to 
set out with her new husband to 
create an idealized life in the fertile 
lands of California. It is apparent 
that the author has retraced the path 
of the pioneers, and his descriptions 
of the changing landscape, tall 
prairie grasses, wildflowers, dust, 
salt, never-ending dampness, and 
blinding snow awaken the senses. 
Brown delves into details of life on 
the trail and in the encampments, 
including hygiene and the reality of 
daily life in extreme conditions. This 
is a book you will not want to put 
down. 

~ Friends of the Truckee Library is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
promoting and supporting the Truckee 
Library as an essential civic institu-
tion. The group is advocating for the 
library to be operated by the Town of 
Truckee, and is planning for a new 
21st Century facility. For information 
on how to get involved, email info@
fotl.org. 

SAVVY STACKS
By Ruth Jackson 
Hall/Friends of the 
Truckee Library



50                    14 JUNE – 11 JULY 2018                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Tahoe Tessie is 11 inches long, 
weighs 2.5 pounds, and lives in a 
150-gallon tank. No, not that Tahoe 
Tessie. This Tahoe legend is of the 
goldfish variety and was rescued 
from a frozen creek last year. 

She happily swims in her tank at Hot 
Diggity Dog and Cat in Kings Beach, 
and is cared for by the store’s owner, 
Michelle Okashima. While most 
ornamental goldfish live in tiny bowls 
and don’t have a long life expectancy, 
Tessie has boggled minds and defied 
odds with how she lasted in the wild 
in the first place. 

“I always wondered how she sur-
vived,” Okashima said.

And while Tessie was most likely 
dumped in Griff Creek by a previous 
owner, it’s how she was found, fought 
for her life, and has since thrived 
that is the kind of story movies come 
from. 

It all began on an afternoon in March 
2017 when Placer County Animal 
Control Officer Rick Stout walked 
into Okashima’s shop and announced 
that he had caught a fish. Students 
and teachers from a local school had 
found under it under ice in a drain-
age ditch and called Stout, who was 
now looking for a new home for the 
homeless, dormant goldfish. 

Okashima agreed to take the fish, 
thinking it was a typical, tiny goldfish. 
But when Stout walked in with a 
biohazard cooler and opened the lid, 

Okashima saw a goldfish unlike any 
she had ever seen. 

While most goldfish are a few inches 
long, this fish filled out the cooler at 
10 inches (the species is known to 
grow to match their environment). 
And that’s how Tessie got her name.

“I’m pretty sure if she had made it 
to Lake Tahoe, her dorsal fin would 
break the surface 10 years from now 
and people would claim it’s Tahoe 
Tessie,” Okashima joked of the fabled 
creature. 

But when Tessie was delivered to 
Okashima, the fish was still dormant. 
Okashima recalls how she got it to 
wake up by pouring tap water over 
her every half hour. She was uncertain 
the fish would survive, but the next 
morning she was swimming in her 
tank. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” Okashima said. 
“I didn’t think it was a probability 
[that she would survive the night].” 

And that was just the beginning.

Three days into her new life, Tessie 
began to panic. Okashima said the 
fish didn’t understand glass and kept 
running into it. Tessie had become 
accustomed to swimming in the 
creek, but tank life was new. 

“It became an emergency because 
I needed to get a bigger tank,” said 
Okashima, who originally had a 
10-gallon tank for Tessie. “There 
wasn’t space for her to move.” 

Between not being able to move freely 
and coming out of dormancy, Tessie 
built up bacteria on her nodules due 
to the stress, and had to be moved to 
a 55-gallon tank to recover. Okashima 
treated her with an antibiotic for two 
weeks and then started researching 
fish food so she could give Tessie a 
healthy diet. What she found is that 
commercial fish food is full of fillers, 
binders, and colorants. So Okashima 
began making her own food for 
Tessie. 

“She was in the wild, so her diet was 
extremely different than a fish grow-
ing up in a fish bowl,” Okashima said. 
“I was trying to keep it natural.”

Okashima found a company in Rhode 
Island that makes spirulina and 
plankton fish food, which she began 
feeding to Tessie and now carries in 
her store for customers. 

“I wasn’t pampering her,” Okashima 
said. “I was trying to fulfill her 
nutritional needs.” 

After a couple of months, Tessie out-
grew her tank again. Okashima found 

a 150-gallon tank in Roseville, and 
acclmated Tessie to her new home. 

But this time, Tessie lasted only two 
hours when Okashima found her 
bent over like she was going to die. 
She called an aquatic store in Reno, 
and they said that Tessie most likely 
swallowed a bubble during the move. 
They advised Okashima to rub the air 
out of Tessie’s stomach. 

“This is a wild carp. She doesn’t know 
handling or human touch … I am 
trying to squeeze this fish and get 
her over. And a bubble came up,” 
Okashima recalled. 

Despite her efforts, Tessie began 
swimming with a list (lean). Okashima 
went to install a new canister filter, 
thinking this would solve the issue. 
But then the tank began to overflow 
and the store started to flood. At 2 
a.m. This is where Steven Spielberg’s 
effects would come in handy. 

“I’m covered in fish water. The store 
is flooded, and the fish is swimming 
with a list,” Okashima recalled. 

After a few hours, Okashima came 
back and saw that Tessie had wedged 
herself under a log in the tank. Tessie 
shot forward and stabbed herself on 
the log, and was now bleeding. 

“I was holding, basically, a dead fish,” 
Okashima said. “I gave her fish nug-
gies on her tummy and air comes out. 
I put her back and she was upright, 
but weak.” 

After a week, Tessie grew stronger 
and Okashima began treating her 
injury, which took a month to heal. 

Now, fast-forward a year later, Tessie 
is a happy fish living in a pet store 
surrounded by a cat, three dogs, 
and two Beta fish. And, after all the 
rescue drama, Okashima is happy 
about quiet days.

“I love her,” Okashima said of Tessie. 
“It’s like having a Chihuahua in a fish 
tank.” 

Editor’s note: Is the other Tahoe Tessie 
real or not? Find out in the 2018 Tahoe 
Summer Lovin’, inserted into this 
paper.  

Survival of the Fittest  

BIG FISH: Tessie defied all odds, having been frozen when she was found, and now thrives. Her size is 
compared to another goldfish in the small jar in the foreground. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

BY KARA FOX 
Moonshine Ink
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YOUR CANVAS

New Moon Natural Foods 

TAHOE CITY 

100% Organic produce

ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE
75+ items

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers  &  over 100 wines

REMODELED & 
VASTLY EXPANDED

Tahoe City (530) 583-7426
505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426
11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS

Tom Loeschner’s bond with wood runs in his 
blood. The day he was born his parents were 
collecting firewood in the Sierra Valley, and two 
and a half years ago when his son Hudson was 
born, Tom was also in the forest collecting wood.  
While Tom burns wood to heat his 600-square-
foot cabin in Floriston, he is better known for 
his bespoke furniture. Tom creates modern 
rustic furniture with local logs salvaged from 
Truckee/Tahoe’s urban forest. In the past Tom has 
worked as an arborist, a welder/fabricator, and a 
volunteer forestry consultant in West Africa. This 
diverse background has led to his small furniture 
business, Greywood Design.

 Info: greywooddesign.com

This is your space! Submit your art, visual or 
written, to editors@moonshineink.com, along 
with contact info, brief bio, and a byline so you 
get credit for your masterpiece. 

TOM LOESCHNER shares his craft with his son. 
Courtesy photo

Tree to Table: 
Greywood Design 

Solution to May Crossword:What’s 
Wrong 

and 
What’s 
Right? 

Solutions 
to the June 
crossword 

can be 
found in 

the opinion 
section 
of the 

Moonshine 
Ink website 
and in the 
July print 
edition.



 

TART REGIONAL ROUTES 
Hourly 
Hwy. 267 Crystal Bay, Kings Beach, Northstar, Truckee 
Hwy. 89 Tahoe City, Squaw Valley, Truckee 

Every 30 minutes 
Incline Village, Crystal Bay, Kings Beach, Tahoe City

Free Summer Night Service until 2am 
North Shore, Squaw Valley, Northstar, Crystal Bay,  
West Shore. Offering larger buses for more passengers.

TRUCKEE LOCAL ROUTE 
Monday–Saturday service  
Connects with regional routes and Dial-A-Ride 
services throughout Truckee. 

TRUCKEE THURSDAYS SHUTTLE–2018 
Free Shuttle June 14 – August 23, 4:30pm–9:45pm. 
Prosser, Glenshire, Sierra Meadows, Donner Lake, Tahoe  
Donner, Northstar, Squaw Valley to/from downtown Truckee.

 

TART offers daily connections to area resorts, dining, shopping and outdoor recreation! 
 

 

Tahoe City Transit Center
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TahoeTruckeeTransit.comTART is a public transit system. 


